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“The light of the glorious gospel of Christ.”
2 Corinthians 4:4

SHINING in the center of the verse, like a peairiténsetting, you find these words. Literally ared a
curately translated, they run thus—"The light of tjospel of the glory of Christ.” This is the fogiv-
en to my text in the Revised Version and | shdlbfe it because, word for word, it follows the angl.

Paul was a man of one idea. The gospel of Chrigtshéurated his soul as the dew saturated Gide-
on’s fleece. He could think of nothing else andadpef nothing else but the glory of Christ cruaifie
Important events in politics transpired in the dl@ds day but | cannot remember an allusion to them
Great social problems were to be solved, but hesamd only solution was the preaching of that great
Savior who is to cleanse the Augean stables oivibrid. For Paul there was but one thing worth livin
for and that one thing was worth dying for. He dmt count even his life dear unto him that he might
win Christ and be found in Him. Therefore his dpirose or sank according to the prosperity oridecl
of the kingdom of Christ. When he writes an epikikemood varies according to the spiritual cowoditi
of the people to whom he writes. If their faith yexceedingly and if from them sounds forth the
Word of God, then he is jubilant in his tone. Buthiey are declining in divine grace divine grate,
there are divisions among them, if false doctrsveavaging them like a wolf in the sheepfold—then h
is solemn in spirit and he writes with a heavy hdndhis case Paul laments the condition of theke
could not see what was so plain to himself—nantbly,gospel of the glory of Christ.

He saw most clearly the glory of his Lord and thcious gospel which is built up thereon and he
marveled that others could not see it also. Consigieheir case with care he sorrowfully perceiviest
they must first have shut their eyes by willful ehef. Therefore he felt Satan had exercised hik ev
power and had utterly blinded them. The blaze efgbspel is so bright, that even with their eyesrtav
ed; some measure of light must have entered thangr-unless some especial evil power had operated
to hold them in darkness. The devil himself, Paericpived, must have blinded them, but even Satan
found it a great task to shut out the glorioustligfo accomplish it he had to amass all his pow€itlze
god of this world.”

It required a great amount of cunning to closepbrceptive faculties of men against the clear and
forcible light of the truth of the gospel. The light the glorious gospel, like that of the mornuawn,
would have been seen even by dim eyes had nobfiimal prince blindfolded the thoughts of men and
made their minds as dark as his own. The lighhefdospel is intense, and by a faithful ministrisit
flashed in the very faces of men. Therefore, im é¢dosing his subjects, the Prince of Darknesstdras
to blind their eyes. Jesus comes to give sightSatiin comes to destroy it. They each know theevaiu
those eyes by which men look and live. The batitees at the mental eye gate. The conflict between t
two champions is raised upon the question—shall bedold the light—or shall they abide in darkness?

| wonder whether there are any here at this time dwve long been willing unbelievers and have at
last come to be quite unable to perceive any glorthe gospel of our Lord Jesus. When they hear it
faithfully preached they flippantly criticize théyke of the speaker. But the matter of which heakpe
appears to them to be of small consequence. Thes/lpathe cross itself and the sorrow of the Lerd i
nothing to them. These may be very intelligent rmed women in other matters and yet have no percep-
tion of the spiritual truth of God. They can peweena thousand beauties in nature but none in divine
grace. They have drunk of the Castilian fountainiave never sipped of “the waters of Shiloh that g
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softly.” They can discuss at large upon the subland beautiful. But they see neither beauty nor sub
limity in Him who is all that is lovely and all thas heavenly. | pray that while | am speaking lué t
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ thathHigmay penetrate their minds. May God who commanded
the light to shine out of darkness speak agairatimeghty fiat, saying, “Let there be light.” Andedte
shall be light. May the miracle of the old creatio® repeated in the new creation to the praiséef t
glory of divine grace.

First, this morning I shall ask you to think upoauPs words and consider his name for the gospel—
it is “the gospel of the glory of Christ.” Secondlgt us consider the light which streams from tad-
pel of the glory of Christ. When we have thoughthase two things, let us consider what to do Witk
light, this marvelous light of the gospel of themyl of Christ.

I. At the outset LET US CONSIDER PAUL'S NAME FOR THEOSPEL—"the gospel of the glo-
ry of Christ.”

It is very evident that the apostle felt that tlsgel was solely and altogether of Christ. The Atoi
ed was, in his view, the one subject of the gldihgjs from beginning to end. When He was born the
angels proclaimed good tidings of great joy togbas of men. And after His death His human messen-
gers went forth to all nations with messages oéldvis death is the birth of our hope—His resurogct
is the rising of our buried joy. His session at tlgiht hand of God is the prophecy of our eterresb
Christ is the author of the gospel, the subjed¢hefgospel and the end of the gospel. His handes s
every letter of that wonderful epistle of divineréocalled the New Testament, or New Covenant.

He Himself is glad tidings to us in every point dhd gospel is from Him in every sense. That is not
gospel which does not relate to Jesus. If themimark of blood upon it, the roll of tidings mag ke-
jected as a forgery. As Christ is the subject,sside the object of the gospel—His glory is promdigd
the gospel. It is the gospel of His glory among $bas of men in all ages and it will be so througho
eternity. The gospel, and the sinners saved hwilitglorify the Son of God forever. To Paul thegpe!
was always a glorious gospel. He never had dim viefnts excellence. He never spoke of it as though
it stood in doubtful competition with Judaism, aathenism, or the philosophies of the Stoics aed th
Epicureans. These things were but dross to hinomparison with the “much fine gold” of the gospel.
He spoke of it in glowing terms—he felt it to begeeat privilege and responsibility to be put instru
with it and to be allowed to preach it. It was jb of his heart to live upon it himself and it wiais one
aim to proclaim it to others. “The glorious gospé&the blessed God” was his one absorbing sciende a
he determined to know nothing else. O you thatbeginning to think lightly of the old gospel and
dream that it is becoming powerless—may the Sttidt rested upon the apostle rest upon you till you
also, shall perceive the glory of the method ofrdivgrace and shall speak of it fervently as “tlagig
ous gospel of Christ”!

Returning to the literal translation, we remarktttiee apostle saw that the excellence of the gospel
lay in the glory of Christ. | shall try to show yahis. The glorious Savior is the Substance ofgloei-
ous gospel. In speaking of this theme | can onpea¢ what you know already, and in that repetition
shall not strive after elaborate expressions Huthe story simply, after the manner of the apostho
says, “Seeing, then, that we have such hope, wegtesd plainness of speech.” The glory of Christ
would be insulted by attempts to set it forth witrery of words. Let it be seen in its own lightd glo-
ry of the gospel, then, lies very much in the glofyour Lord’s person. He who is the Savior of nien
God—"God over all, blessed forever.” Is it not weit, “When He brings in the first begotten into the
world, He says, And let all the angels of God wgrdhim”™? With the angels of God we worship Jesus
Christ as God. Our Redeemer is also man—man likgetees with this exception—that in Him there is
no taint of natural depravity and no act of sin baser stained His character. Behold the glory ohHi
who is God and man mysteriously united in one perste is unigue—He is the brightness of the Fa-
ther’s glory and the brother born for adversity.

This is the gospel—that the Son of God, Himselrigusly undertook the salvation of men and
therefore was made flesh and dwelt among us anbeleld His glory. If we had here a vast hospital
full of sick people it would be the best of news fbose languishing there. If | could tell themttha
great physician had devoted Himself to their hegtithe more | extolled the physician who had come
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to visit them—the more would there be good newdHem. If | could say to them, “The physician who
IS coming to succor you is possessed of infallbiedom and unerring skill and in Him are united-lov
ing tenderness and infinite power"—how they woutdls upon their beds!

Why, the very news would half restore them! Shatildot be much more so with desponding and
despairing souls when they hear that He who hasdorsave is none other than the glorious Christ of
God? The mysteriously majestic person of Chrighésmainstay of the gospel. He who is able to save
no angel and no mere man—He is “Emmanuel, God usth Infinite are His resources, boundless is
His grace. O, you guilty ones who lie upon bedsenfiorse, ready to die of grief, here is a Saviehsu
as you need. When you think of what you are angales-think also of what He is—and take heart. If |
made you doubt the Deity of the Savior | shouldawty the foundation of your only hope. But while
you see Him to be God, you remember that nothingashard for Him. If | caused you to doubt His
proper manhood | should also rob you of comfomiceiyou would not recognize in Him the tender
sympathy which grows out of kinship. Beloved, thed.Jesus stands before you commissioned by the
eternal God with the Spirit of the Lord resting ngdim without measure. And thus, being in natureé an
person the first and the best, His message of tsaivies to you most full and sure and His gloryges-
pel to you.

The glory of Christ lies not only in His person batHis love. Remember this, and see the gospel
which lies in it. From all eternity the Son of Gbds loved His people—even from of old, “His delght
were with the sons of men.” Long before He cameamh He so loved the men whom His Father gave
Him that He determined to be one with them andtieir redemption to pay the dreadful price of fife
life. He saw the whole company of His chosen inglass of His foreknowledge and loved them with an
everlasting love. The love which glowed in the hedrour Redeemer “in the beginning”—that same
love will never know an end! Here, to us, is Hiergl He loved us so that heaven could not hold Him.
He loved us so that He descended to redeem ush&rdg come among us amid our sin and shame, He
loves us still. “Having loved His own which weretime world, He loved them unto the end.” Love, you
have reached your utmost glory in the heart ofdivene Savior! And the glory of this love which is
without beginning, boundary, changes, or clos¢heasvery lifeblood of the gospel! The love of Jesus
the glad tidings of great joy. Our great physidiawves the sick and delights to heal them. He camtes
the wards among the palsied and the plague-strigkgnan intense longing to bless them. Jesuses th
sinner’s friend. How rapturously does my soul saigHim as “Jesus, lover of my soul”! A gracious
gospel lies in the glory of the love of Christ!

This being so, beloved, we next see the glory gflHcarnation. To us it was the glory of Christttha
He was born at Bethlehem and dwelt at Nazaretlooks like dishonor that He should be the carpen-
ter's son. But throughout all ages this shall ledlory of the Mediator—that He deigned to be paata
of our flesh and blood. There is glory in His pdyeand shame—glory in His having nowhere to lay His
head. Glory in His weariness and hunger. Surpasgiony springs from Gethsemane and the bloody
sweat, from Calvary and the death of the cross.h@dven could not yield Him such renown as that
which comes from the spitting and the scourging, rihiling and the piercing. A glory of divine grace
and tenderness surrounds the incarnate God. Asdtththose convicted of sin, is the gospel. When w
see God in human flesh we expect reconciliationelive see that He took our infirmities and bore our
sicknesses we hope for pardon and healing. Boenvirfgin, our Lord has come among us and has lived
on earth a life of service and of suffering—therasinbe hope for us. He came not into the world to
condemn the world but that the world through Hingimibe saved. | pray you can see the glory of His
life of doing well, of working miracles of mercyf tender care for the fallen. Then ask yourselves
whether there is not in His life among men good s1é&w all sad hearts.

Did God Himself cover His glory with a veil of ourferior clay? Then He means well to men. Hu-
manity thus honored by union with the Godhead isutierly abhorred. In the Word made flesh we see
the glory of God, and noting how love predominatesy condescending pity reigns, we see in this a
gospel of divine grace for all believing men. Therg of Christ is further seen in His atoning séce.

But you stop me and say, “That was His humilia@ond His shame.” Yes, it is true, and therefors it i
His glory. Is not the Christ to every loving hearbst of all glorious in the death of the cross? Wha
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garment does so well become our beloved as thareedippped in His own blood? He is altogether love-
ly. Let Him be arrayed as He may. But when ourdwhg hearts behold Him covered with bloody
sweat we gaze upon Him with adoring amazement aptlmous love. His flowing crimson bedecks
Him with a robe more glorious than the imperialgar We fall at His feet with sevenfold reverence
when we behold the marks of His passion.

Is He not most of all illustrious as our dying Stitiose? Beloved, here lies the marrow of the gaspel
Jesus Christ suffered in our place. “He His owri Bete our sins in His own body on the tree.” That
glory of His cross which we again declare to beatgeglory than any other, is gospel to us. On His
cross He bore the whole weight of divine justiceun place. The iron rod of Jehovah which wouldehav
broken us into pieces like potters’ vessels felHim. He “became obedient to death, even the defath
the cross,” and in that act He slew death and eweechim that had the power of death, that is, the d
il—

“His cross a sure foundation laid

For glory and renown,

When through the regions of the dead

He passed to reach the crown.”
Beloved, the glory of His sacrificial death by winiele blotted out our sin and magnified the lawhis t
gospel of our salvation.

We will now travel a little further to His resurtean—wherein His glory is more palpable to us. He
could not be held by the bonds of death. He wad-dd#is holy body could die but it could not see cor-
ruption. Having slept a little while within the ahéer of the tomb, He arose and came forth to kgyat
liberty—the living Christ glorified by His resurréan. Who shall tell the glory of the risen Lord?—

“Rising, He brought our heaven to light,

And took possession of the joy.”
Rising, He sealed our justification. Rising, Heedf the sepulcher and released the captives ofi ddat
was “declared to be the Son of God with power leyrdsurrection from the dead.” Let us rejoice that
He is not dead, but ever lives to make intercesions. This is the gospel to us—because He lves
shall live also. “He is able to save them to thieratost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever
lives to make intercession for them.” Oh the glofyur risen Lord! Consider it deeply, meditate oo
earnestly. And as you do so, hear the clear sotigthd tidings of great joy, for our greatest cdation
we do not look to this precept or to that promisarsich as to Jesus Himself. It is He who has by His
rising from the dead given us the surest pledgegaiadantee of our deliverance from the prison dt,gu
the dungeon of despair and the sepulcher of death.

Once more—lift up your eyes a little higher andentite glory of our Lord’s enthronement and of
His Second Coming. He sits at the right hand of .Gdel that once was hung upon the tree of shame
now sits on the throne of universal dominion. Iastef the nail, behold the scepter of all world#is
most blessed hand. All things are put under His fiesus, who was made a little lower than thelange
for the suffering of death, is now crowned withrgl@and honor and this is the gospel to us. Fos it i
plain that He has conquered all our enemies andlhaswer in heaven and in earth on our behal$. Hi
acceptance with God is the acceptance of all wh@moMes. And He loves all who trust Him. His sit-
ting in glory is a pledge that the whole of theagenhed by blood shall sit there in due time. Hiso®dc
Coming, for which we daily look, is our most divihepe. Perhaps before we fall asleep the Lord shall
descend from heaven with a shout, with the trumihefarchangel and the voice of God. And then shall
the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdbtheir Father. Then will our weary days be erded
the strife of tongues, the struggle against sia,snatagems of error—all will be finished andhranhd
holiness shall reign supreme!

O my brethren—if | could but break loose from thgediments of mouth and tongue and speak my
heart without these cumbrous organs—then wouldKkemau rejoice in the glory of my divine Master
upon His throne today and in His glorious appeaanthe appointed hour. If we could see Him as John
did in Patmos we might swoon at His feet. But itwdobe with the rapture of hope and not with the
chill of despair. Mark this—the less you make ofri€f) the less gospel you have to trust in. If gt
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rid of Christ from your creed you have at the sdime destroyed all its good news. The more gospel
we would preach, the more of Christ we must praeldf you lift up Christ, you lift up the gospelf. |
you dream of preaching the gospel without exal@mgist in it you will give the people husks instezfd
true bread. In proportion as the Lord Jesus isigain a glorious high throne He becomes salvation t
the sons of men. A little Christ means a little gels But the true gospel is the gospel of the gloiry
Christ.

II. Secondly, LET US CONSIDER THE LIGHT OF THIS GOSPHEMur apostle speaks of “the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ.”

That light is, first of all, unveiled. Whatever ligthere was in the law—and there was much—it was
latent light. The veil on the face of Moses wasidgpof the way in which the ceremonies of the law
were hidden from the sight of men. We forget thareat majority of those things we read in the law
were never seen by the Israelites as a people.dDsuppose that any Israelite ever looked withi th
veil—none but the high priest ever entered thex@nBhe holy place outside the veil was reserved fo
the priests. The most of the sacrificighbes were as much matters of faith to the Israelitethasnean-
ing is a matter of faith to us. They did not even teepatterns of the heavenly things—they had to be
told of them. And in the hearing they had to exsadaith as we also do. But, my brethren, our daspe
not of the veil which hides, but of the lamp whgihines. We use no reserve among you. | solemnly de-
clare before God that | believe nothing which Irdd preach among you openly and | give no sense to
the words which | use but that which is naturathtem. “For we are not as many, which corrupt the
Word of God: but as of sincerity but as from Gadthe sight of God speak we in Christ.”

We have heard of preachers who believe very diftirédrom what they openly say. The deed of
trust requires some little consonance with evangktloctrine, but they loathe it in their souls dald
their brethren so in private. But as for us, “w@édanounced the hidden things of dishonesty, rabit-w
ing in craftiness, nor handling the Word of Godeal#ully.” We dare preach everything that we betiev
and preach it as plainly as possible. The morekymwv us through and through, the gladder we sleall b
Our gospel is one which may be advertised everygvh@ve have nothing to conceal. | have heard that
William Gadsby of Manchester, traveling on a coade day, asked two heretical divines to tell him
how a sinner is justified in the sight of God. “Neaid they, “you won't catch us in that fashionh¥¥-
ever answer we gave you would be repeated all hagrchester within a week.” “Oh,” said he, “then |
will tell you. A sinner is justified in the sightf @&od by faith in the blood and righteousness aude
Christ. Go and tell that all over Manchester arldoaér England as quickly as you like, for | bekev
nothing that | am ashamed of.”

Light rejoices to proclaim itself. The gospel idight, and lights are not meant to be hidden under
bushels or beds; if they are buried in that wagytwill burn their way to resurrection, and the leis
and the beds will be consumed and make all theagréght. The gospel of the blessed God is intende
to be conspicuous as the lighthouse on the rockwisi seen afar. It is so illuminating that everyam
the house may see by it. The gospel which is notwknis of no value—the true gospel is as much in-
tended to be understood as light is meant to be Jéws light, in the next place, is all its ownotY can-
not illuminate the gospel—it is itself an illumimat. Would | not be an idiot if | were to say to rdga-
con behind me, “Dear friend, kindly get me a candlavant to show these people the sun. | do not see
the sun just now but I will lead them into the strand by the help of this candle we will searahghy
till we find it"? | think | hear you say, “Our pastis out of his mind.” Such conduct might well ifys
the suspicion. It is not by human light that we saow the gospel of God. Not by rhetoric and reason
ing do men perceive the light of the gospel. Thera self-manifesting and a self-evidencing power i
the gospel. It runs on its own feet and needs utzlces.

If men would read their Bibles they would, as aerlelieve their Bibles. But they will not read
them. If men would hear the gospel attentivelyythwuld, as a general rule, believe the gospel. But
they will not give it the attention it deservesnéieds no effort to see a bright light. If men vdoahly
open their eyes to the light of the gospel theydaee it. If they would only think upon the glarf/the
gospel of Christ, its light would find its way intbeir souls. Where the gospel shines in all iilidomce,
men have to put up their shutters to keep outgtd.|But they do even worse—they call in the dé¢wil
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gouge out their eyes that they may not be forcezktn In itself the gospel has such a wonderfulgpow
of making itself felt, that if men did not resi&d influence it would reveal divine things to thdnwish |
could induce unbelievers here to read the stopefcrucifixion every morning and to keep on regdin
it and studying it; for | am persuaded that thétligzhich streams from the cross would, by the lgss
of God, open their eyes, and enter their soulshgiyvi For, mark you—the light of the gospel of tie-

ry of Christ is divine light.

Paul tells us this when he says, “For God, who camded the light to shine out of darkness, has
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the kifemge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus §iHiri
The gospel is either divine or it is a lie—it hasupernatural power about it or else it is an ingos
The true power of the gospel of Christ lies nottgnnatural reasonableness, in its adaptation toamu
need, in its moral beauty, but in the attendantgravf the Spirit of God. God is in the gospel ameré-
fore it is mighty. We may preach to you for a thand years altogether and never a soul of you would
receive Christ unless the same Spirit that spak® into the primeval dark should say, “Let theee b
light.” Salvation is asupernatural process. God Himself must come upon the scenedtie eyes of a
man born blind will see. How this truth exalts Godl lowers man! Yes. And the lower we are brought,
the better. When we get to feel our utter helplessnthen will our extremity prove to be the opypoity
of the grace of God! O heavenly light, shine notwo ithe soul of all who hear or read this sermonsTh
light is a revealing light; whenever the light detglory of Christ comes streaming into the heamg
veals the hidden things of darkness. When the ghdi@hrist is seen, then we see our own shame and
sinfulness. Did it need God Himself to redeem u@rlwe must have been in dire bondage. Did it need
the Incarnate God should die? Then sin must beeelkog sinful! That is a deep pit which needs that
God should come from heaven to lift us out of ite Wiever see the impotence and depravity of human
nature as well as in the light of the glory of Ghri

When He is seen as undertaking this tremendous aodkas putting His almighty shoulder to it,
then we clearly perceive what help man needed amddneat was his fall. What a revelation it is when
the light shines into the secret chambers of imagad the idol gods are made manifest in all thielr
eousness! May God send this light to many, that tun, their doom, their remedy, and their way of
obtaining it may be plainly seen. The light of tiespel also enlivens. No other light will give lif@the
dead. You may make the strongest light in the witalsh frequently upon a corpse but there will be n
ther breath nor pulse. But the light of the gosgdahe glory of Christ brings life with it. “Thefé was
the light of men.” “Awake, you that sleep, and arfsom the dead and Christ shall give you light.
Darkness is death, but the light of God is lifet bat this Sun of Righteousness arise and He nigt on
brings healing but life. Shine, glorious Lord—IlebiY glory shine forth! And as it pours its brilliga
into the minds of men their dead hearts shall batht the life of hope and holiness and they wikk gke
Lord! This light is photographic—you get that iretheighborhood of the text—in the last verse of the
third chapter. See the Revised Version—"But wevaillh unveiled face, reflecting as a mirror, thergl
of the Lord, are transformed into the same imagemfglory to glory, even as from the Lord the Sgirit
The light of the gospel of the glory of Christ imas Christ’s image upon the character of believére
see Him, and seeing His love we learn to love. i&8gelis life we learn to live. Seeing His full atene
ment, we hate evil—seeing His resurrection, we taseewness of life. By the power of the Spirit Wor
ing from day to day we are quietly transformed frouor old likeness and conformed to the likeness of
Christ till our deformity is lost in a blessed cdmess of conformity to Him.

If we saw Him more clearly and more constantly Wwewd grow into His likeness more rapidly. No
sanctification is worth having but that which consé€£ommunion with the holy Lord through the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit. You may read the biographaégood men and you may copy them in all simplici-
ty. But in the end you may become a caricatureeofegtion and not the very image itself. The pdrfec
character of Jesus is yet the most easy to imitiaie safe to copy Jesus. For in Him is no excesse-
fect. And strange to say, that character whiclm isame aspects inimitable is in others the mogalrie
of all. I have often been depressed in view ofttigln character of certain saints whom | honor bsedu
have felt that | could never be like they are uralgy circumstances. | know one who is full of faatid
goodness. But he is always solemn and constansigrabd “in high meditations.” | never could grow

6 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 35




Sermon #2077 The Gospel of the Glory of Christ Ve

exactly like he is, for there are certain mirthéléments in my constitution. And if they were taleevay

| should not be the same man. When | look at mylllsee much in Him that is supernatural but noth-
ing that is unnatural. We see in Him humanity imf@etion. But the perfection never conceals the hu-
manity. He is so holy as to be a perfect model—smdn as to be a model available for poor creatures
such as we are. Beloved, the light of the gospéh@lory of Christ is photographic.

Yet further—it creates peace and joy. This lighhgs delight. | cannot imagine a man unhappy who
clearly perceives the light of the glory of Christ.Christ glorious? Then it does not much matteatv
becomes of me. Have you ever heard of the dyingvamehded soldiers in Napoleon’s wars who still
clung to their emperor with an idolatrous love lve thour of death? Lifting himself upon his elbokeg t
soldier of the Old Guard gave one more cheer fergteat captain. If the dying warrior saw Napoleon
riding over the field he would with his last gasy,cVive 'Empereur!” and then expire. We read of
one that when the surgeons were trying to extrdmilket from his chest said, “Go a little deeped an
you will find the emperor.” He had him on his hednfinitely more commendable is the loyalty of the
believer to the Lord Christ. Though we die in akjtwhat does it matter so long as “God also hgis-hi
ly exalted Him and given Him a name which is abevery name: that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of things in heaven and things in earttl things under the earth. And that every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to theyglf God the Father’?

It makes the sick saint well to think of the triuingpof his Lord. Have you ever, when you have been
sitting here heavy in heart, been borne aloft amg&iof delight when we have been singing—

“Bring forth the royal diadem,

And crown Him Lord of all"?
Surely there is a gospel in the glory of Chrisbto sad hearts. That gospel lifts us out of the piof
doubt and fear into the clear blue sky of heavéellpwship. God grant that we may feel this upfi§i
more and more! Thus have | tried to describe thaitigs of this light; but you must see it for yeur
selves.

lIl. And now | close by saying, LET US CONSIDER WHAT WE&HALL DO WITH THIS
LIGHT.

Do with it? Look towards it. Let us first indulgeiselves with a long and steady gaze upon it. No
man can look long at the sun for it would blind hiBut you may look at Jesus, the Sun of Righteous-
ness, as long as you please and your eyes will gtomger the longer you gaze on His perfections. |
beseech you, beloved in the Lord, to get alonegiveel yourself to meditate upon the glory of theenc
despised Jesus. Track Him from the cradle to thssgifrom the cross to the crown. | cannot sugigest
you any subject more instructive, more comfortiagg more ennobling than this. Look at this light—or
it is a pleasant thing to behold—this sun.

Have you ever heard how the Laplanders climb the When the sun is at last about to appear after
the weary winter months? How they rejoice in thietfbeams of the rising sun! So let us rise toyloft
meditation and look to our Lord and Master till perceive His mediatorial glory and are blessedether
by. Have you no time? Give up your newspaper fareak that you may sanctify the time to the noble
end of considering the glory of your Lord. If youllyw will warrant that you shall get a thousandhés
more out of such thought than from skimming thdydmurnal. Look unto Jesus and the light within
will grow like the glory of heaven. If you say theaiman cannot always stand looking at the sungiitad
it, and change my advice to you. See all thingshig/ light. How differently things look in sunlighd
what they do by gaslight or candlelight! Let usarball things by their appearance in the lighthef
glory of Christ. Then if you hear a sermon whicteslanot glorify Christ it will be a lost discourse t
you. Do not endure to see your Lord set in a lomc@l Hear no more of that talk which makes litfle o
His blood and of His Substitution. You read a boak¥ery clever book—but instead of honoring Christ
it glorifies human nature and you have soon hadighof it. Only that which is a good gospel glai
Christ—in this light you see things truly.

Many of the wise men of the period ought to betae@aas Diogenes treated Alexander. The con-
queror of the world said to the man in the tub, ‘AVban | do for you?” He thought he could do every-
thing for the poor philosopher. Diogenes only reg)i“Get out of the sunlight.” These wise people-ca
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not do us a greater favor than to remove theink@diselves from standing between us and the stinligh
of the ever-blessed gospel of the glory of Chridtese Alexanders may go on ruling the Christian
world, and the infidel world, but they have not qaered us. Our faith and joy leeitside the world—in
yonder Sun of Righteousness whose light is theaieg of our eyes!

Beloved, when asked what we should do with thilst)ityanswer again—value it. Esteem the glori-
ous gospel of Christ more than all besides. Seehat rate the devil reckons it! He takes the treubl
himself, to come up from the bottomless pit to #lmen’s eyes for fear they should see it. When he
perceives the blaze of the gospel of the glory oflGhe says to himself, “Ah, they will be seeing th
truth of God and so they will escape from me. | g myself and blind them.” So the “god of this
age,” as he esteems himself, comes to unbeliewerblandfolds them in one way or another. He thsust
the hot iron of fatal unbelief upon men’s inwarcesyand seals them in blackest night lest they shoul
see “the light of the gospel of the glory of ChtiSince, then, the devil thinks so much of thghtj, let
us spread it with all diligence. If Satan hateseit,us love it. If this is the great gun whichdreads—Iet
us wheel it to the front and keep up a constam@aade from it.

The gospel is our Mons Meg, the biggest gun incdegle; but it is not out of date—it will carry a
ball far enough to reach the heart of the sinnes whurthest from God. Satan trembles when heshear
the roar of the gospel gun. Let it never be sileat.us also hold it out with the greatest confickerl his
light must win in the long run. If you came to thisilding in the middle of the night somebody might
say to you, “How can we get the darkness out af Ibiiilding?” It would be a hopeless task. How could
it be done? You cannot pump out the darkness.fBuatui fill the house with light the darkness wikhv-
ish of itself. Preach Christ and away goes the @foithis world. Exalt Christ and down goes the devil
Beloved, let us persuade men to let this light sl@round them. They cannot see it because of @fbeli
But if it shines around them, it may bring them y&od the Holy Spirit blessing it, light will bege
sight. Induce your friends to hear the gospel @&adl the Word of God and who can tell but they kel
saved?

And, lastly, let all who try to preach and teaclexe&hrist always in the front. The gospel must have
Christ as its center and its circumference. In,fastits all in all. The gospel is not the gospghaut
Christ. The gospel will have no dominant idea ibut Christ. It is a noble steed but it will bear mder
but He whose vesture is dipped in blood. | have dahe famous horse Bucephalus, that when he was
brought out with his royal trappings upon him heuldonot allow one even of the highest nobles of the
court to mount him. He would carry no one but Aleaer, the king. The gospel is glorious in its going
when it bears Jesus in the saddle. But if you prgaarself or human philosophy the gospel will fling
you over its head. Let us sing with the blessedinjr‘My soul does magnify the Lord and my spirit
does rejoice in God my Savior.” This is a gospeinst—this is a song which our Well-Beloved de-
serves of us. O you preachers and teachers, li@hst! He is as the serpent on the pole and bt w
look to Him shall live forever!

Look to Him all you that are dying of serpent bite®r looking you shall LIVE. God bless these
words in which | have desired to glorify my Lordh#en.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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