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“When you are converted, strengthen your brethren.”
Luke 22:32.

PETER was to be sifted, so our Lord warned him, $ain was to operate with the sieve. Satan had
an intense desire to destroy Peter—indeed, he wikédo destroy all the chosen of God—and there-
fore he desired to sift him as wheat, in the hdy he would be blown away with the husks and the
chaff. To see a child of God perish would bringtiie evil one a malicious joy, for he would have
wounded the heart of God. If ever the fallen sgiaih be happy, he would derive happiness from tefea
ing the grace of God, and robbing the Lord Jesubage whom He bought with His blood. “Satan has
desired to have you”; it would be a satisfactiohito to have a believer in his power. He was anxitu
get Peter into his clutches, to give him as treroesd shaking as he could manage.

If Satan knows, as he no doubt does, concerningparybeliever that he cannot quite destroy him,
then he is especially anxious to worry him. If la@rot devour the chosen, he would at least défdmnt
if he cannot ruin their souls, he would break tlygiret. As the Revised Version puts it, Satan easks
God to have them that he may sift them as wheas i§ha curious statement, for it seems from it tha
the devil can pray, and that his petition may kenggd him. The margin has it, “Satan has obtaimed y
by asking.” The Lord may grant the request of teeilchimself, and yet he would not prove therebgtth
he had any love towards him. The Lord’s wisdom rgegnt Satan’s desire, and in the very act over-
throw his evil power. Let us not then stake outhfan the Lord’s love upon His giving us the precis
answer we desire, for what He gives to Satan He seayfit to deny to those whom He loves, and He
may do so because He loves them.

It is a fact that the evil one is permitted to tib&t precious metal of God’s treasury. The storthan
Book of Job is no fiction, or piece of imaginatidhis even so, that Satan desires to have chaies of
God put into his power that he may test them—tleaimay torment them, that he may, if possible, de-
stroy them. The Lord may permit this, as He dithie case of Job, and as He did in the case ofpbe-a
tles, and especially in the case of Peter. He nmnagtdhe tempter’s request and allow him to tough o
bone and our flesh, and see whether we will holoutoGod in mortal agony.

We are not bound to know God’s reasons for whatleks or permits. It is sometimes sinful to in-
quire into those reasons. What the Lord does Ig;rlgt that be enough for us who are His childiiut
we can see sometimes a reason why the saints shewlifted as wheat, forappertains unto wheat to
be sifted, because it is whe&ifting brings a desirable result with it; itfier the saints’ goodhat they
should be tried. Satan doubtless wishes that he letahe good seed fall to the ground and be de-
stroyed, but God overrules it to separate the chiaff the wheat, and to make the wheat into clean
grain, fit for storage in the King’'s granary. Sateas often done us a good turn when he has medot to
us a bad one. After all, he is only a dishwashéaa’s kitchen to clean His vessels, and some exhth
have received special scouring by means of hishharaptations. God also may find a reason for allow
ing His saints to be tempted of Satan, and thetoreanay have more relation to others than to them-
selves. They may have to be testedother people’s goadlhe testing of their faith is “more precious
than that of gold that perishes, though it is treth fire,” and part of its preciousness is it®fugness.
The child of God under temptation, behaving himgedindly, will become a standing example to those
who are around him. “You have heard of the patiesfcéob,” but you never would have heard of the
patience of Job if Satan had not sifted him. Theagtreasury of instruction, the Book of Job, aiid
the truth taught us by Job’s example, comes thmigh God’s having permitted Satan to put forth hi
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hand and to press the patriarch so sorely. Weratsobe afflicted not so much for ourselves as tor o
ers, and this may be remarkably the case in tharinss of those of you whom God makes useful to a
large circle of friends. You live for others, arntktefore suffer for others. The whole of your lived

not be accounted for by yourselves, but by yourcgurdings. As a minister | may have to be tempted
because temptation is one of the best books iméstar’s library. As a parent you may need afftiati
because a father without a trial can give no cdutesa tempted child. Public workers may have to be
tried in ways which, to a private Christian, areecessary. Let us accept remarkable disciplineeifet

by we are qualified for remarkable service. If bg roughness of our own road we are trained to con-
duct the Lord’s sheep along their difficult pathwaythe pastures on the hilltops of glory, let epice

in every difficulty of the way. If apostles, and mike Peter, had to be put into Satan’s sieve avthiey
were being trained for their lifework, we may noiple to escape.

Observe, dear friends, what came before the sitmtywent with the sifting. Note well that blessed
“but.” “But | have prayed for you.'Not, “Your brethren have prayed for you.” Not, “Y&ave prayed
for yourself.” But,“l have prayed for you.” Jesus, that master in th@fgprayer, that mighty pleader
who is our advocate above, assures us that He lreedw prayed for us. “I have prayed for you,”
means—before the temptation | have prayed for ydaresaw all the danger in which you would be
placed, and concerning that danger | have exerdisetlinction as high priest and intercessor. “I édav
prayed for you.” What a divine comfort is this tmyavho are passing through deep waters! You only go
where Jesus has gone before you with His intermesdesus has made provision for all your futura in
prayer already presented,Haveprayed for you.” You may be much comforted by piha@yers of a min-
ister, or of some Christian man who has power Witid, but what are all such intercessions compared
with the praying of your Lord? It were well to haMeah, Samuel, and Moses praying for us, but better
far to have Jesus say, “I have prayed for you.’sBéel be God, Satan may have his sieve, but asakng
Jesus wears His breastplate we shall not be destimy Satan’s tossing.

Notice that the principal object of the prayer of dord was,‘that your faith fail not.” He knows
where the vital point lies, and there He holdsshield. As long as the Christian’s faith is safe @hris-
tian’s self is safe. | may compare faith to thechehthe warrior. O Lord, You have covered my head
the day of battle, for You have prayed for me thgtfaith fail not. | may compare faith to the heand
the Lord holds His shield over the heart that wey mat be injured where a wound would be fatal. “I
have prayed for you, that your faith fail not.” thais the standard-bearer in every spiritual cohftind
if the standard-bearer fall, then it is an evil dénerefore our Lord prays that the standard-beaway
never fail to hold up His banner in the midst o fray, “| have prayed for you, that your faithl faot.”

If faith fails, everything fails; courage fails, tEnce fails, hope fails, love fails, joy fails. iffais the
root-grace, and if this is not in order, then tbkae of the soul, which shows itself in the foofmother
graces, will soon begin to wither. “I have prayedyou, that your faith fail not.”

Learn a lesson from this, my brother—that you ted&e to commend your faith unto your God. Do
not begin to doubt because you are tempted; thatlés/ bare your breast. Do not doubt becauseayeu
attacked; that is to loosen your harness. Beligile 4 had fainted,” said David, “unless | had be
lieved.” It must be one thing or the other with bsjieving, or fainting; which shall it be? “Abowd,
taking the shield of faith.” Not only taking it $bat, it may cover all, but making this the vitaliqt of
holy carefulness. Watch in all things, but espégcigiard your faith. If you are careful about oheng
more than another, above all be careful of youhfdi have prayed for you, that your faith fail trfo
Our Savior’s pleading goes to the point, and thuisaches us where to direct our own desires and ou
own prayers. He asks for us far more wisely tharskaadl ever learn to ask for ourselves; let us ddsy
petitions.

Therefore it follows because of Christ’'s prayerttiiaough Peter may be very badly put to it, yet he
shall be recovered, for Christ speaks of it asnohssured faet“When you are convertedAs much as
to say—When you come back to your old life and yaldrfaith, then exercise yourself usefully for you
Lord. He speaks of Peter’s restoration as if itevguite sure to be. And is it not quite sure to lhde-
sus, the Beloved of the Father, prays for His peaghall He not win His suit with God? He will wiith
He will uplift Peter from among the siftings whe®atan has thrown him. We are sure He will, for in
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prospect thereof, He sets him a loving and suitédm&, “When you are converted, strengthen your
brethren.” The establishment and confirmation btred rest are to hinge upon the setting up irplase
of poor thrice-denying Peter.

Now, beloved friends, | may be addressing a nundbgrersons who believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ as Peter did, but they have fallen into @ $tate, and need a new conversion. | am very $orry
you, but I am by no means staggered at the sightwf for you belong to a numerous class. When sit-
ting to see inquirers | am constantly stumblingbaicksliders, who come back very sincerely and very
truly, and feel right pleased to find a Christiaonte again. | meet with many who have been outside i
the world, some of them, for years, attending theske of God very irregularly, and seldom or never e
joying the light of God’s countenance. They havendexed so that none can tell whether they are the
Lord’s or not, except the Lord Himself, and He ajw&nows them that are His. | bear happy witness
that the Lord brings His own back again. Thoughlibed’'s sheep stray, yet the Good Shepherd finds
them. Though the Lord’s children go into the faucty, yet they each one in due time say, “I wiika,
and go to my Father.” It is not every prodigal treturns, but only the prodigabn In due time, the son
returns to the Father’s house. It is not everybgtuff that falls on the ground that is found iagdut
the woman’s piece of money is sure to be discove®deé will not lose it; it is hers, and she values
she sweeps the house, and makes any quantity bludtisshe finds it. The Lord will find His own,
even though Satan tries to prevent the graciouw®desy.

It may be, some of you have wandered into erroty tau be brought back very speedily, and if you
are, we are going to say to you tonight, “Strengtiieur brethren.” Possibly there has been a general
decay in grace within your soul; you have lost ymy;, your peace, your love, your zeal. This is;sad
may the Lord restore you in answer to the prayeiof that redeemed you, and then, when you are
converted, seek to recover your brethren from theay of their graces which has also injured them.
You will not be converted in quite the same serssgau were at first, but yet you will be turned iaga
to your old life, and hope, and then you are tergjthen your brethren by aiming at their restoratm
their first love and earliest zeal. Perhaps youehbgen neglectful. | find that many who were good
Christian people in the country, always at the leoofsprayer, and walking near to God, will cometaip
this wicked London to live, and the change is @serinjury to them. They get lost to Christian isty,
and by degrees they become deteriorated by thedlingss of this modern Sodom. Nobody in the street
wherein they live ever goes to a place of worship they do not know anybody at the chapel, oneat t
church, and so they give up going to public worshipd fall into the ways and habits of the ungodly
world. They are not happy. God’s children never leppy when they leave their Father. If you have
ever eaten the white bread of heaven, you will nesst content with the black ashes of earth. dffth-
vor of Christ’s love has once been in your mouthy sre spoiled for a worldling. You will not make a
expert sinner now, for your hand is out of it. Oroaverted, you must be a child of God, or nothing.
You are ruined for this world, and if the worldd¢ome is not yours, where are you? The devil himself
will not like you long; you are not of his sort. dite is something about you that will not suit Saiag
more than Jonah suited the whale. The whale wds gsiglad to part with Jonah as Jonah was totbe se
free from the whale. | see arrangements for yommiog home again. The Lord devises means that His
banished shall not perish; those tokens of disgthese starts in your sleep, those horrible fodétoys,
those inward hungerings, are all pulling at yowcéone home. You have been trying to feed upon the
dust which is ordained to be the serpent’s meat,ifaime Lord had not loved you, you would have elon
so. A deceived heart has turned you aside, buiva to your soul the Lord has made you aware of it,
and your cry is, “I will go and return to my fireusband, for then was it better with me than now.”
These are tokens by which | am assured that the wdl bring His own back. | rest confident that He
will turn them, and they shall be turned, and | going to talk to backsliders about what they arddo
when they do come back again.

We are going to take it for granted that they wilme back, and to speak to them now about what it
is their privilege to attempt under such gracioirsuenstances. “When you are converted, strengthen
your brethren.” Firstit is the restored man’s dutyecondlyhe has a special qualification for. ilnd
thirdly, it will be a great blessing to him to set about it
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l. First it is HIS DUTY. He has gone astray, and he been brought back; what better can he do
than to strengthen his brethren?

He will thus help to undo the evil which he has keor Peter must have staggered his brethren.
Some of them must have been quite frightened at bainn soon looked after him, but then they were
not all Johns. Full of love, John soon hunted ueRd®ut the others must have felt that he was i@ me
reed shaken by the wind. It must have staggeredaitieof the weaker sort to see that Peter, wihb ha
been such a leader among them, was among thécdfidgny his Lord. Therefore, Peter, you must build
what you have thrown down, and bind up what yowehtamn! Go and talk to these people again, and tell
them how foolish and weak you were. Warn them aainitate your example. You must henceforth be
bolder than anybody else that you may in some mneaswlo the mischief which you have done.

Now, think of this, any of you who have been cadards the Lord. You have wasted months, and
even years, in backsliding. Try to recover lostugia. It will be almost impossible for you to dobit
do at least make a serious attempt. If anybodybleas staggered by your backsliding, look after him,
and try to bring him back, and strengthen him. Agkpardon, and beg him to recover the strength of
which you helped to rob him. This is the least that can do. If almighty love has drawn you back
again after sad wanderings, lay yourself out witlyaur heart to do good to those who may have been
harmed by your sad turnings aside. Am | asking nobgeu than simple justice demands?

Besideshow can you better express your gratitude to @wh by seeking to strengthen your weak
brethren when you have been strengthened youraék? our first conversion, you and | were found
seeking earnestly after sinners like ourselves.hatbeen newly brought out of the house of bondage,
and we longed to lead other slaves into the libestyerewith Christ makes men free. This, | say, we
ought to do when first brought to Jesus’ feet, iuto our disgrace, we have turned aside, and have
backslidden, and if, to God’s infinite glory, Heshastored our souls, and made us strong agamwbe
ought to renew our zeal for the salvation of othangl we ought to have a special eye to backsliders
ourselves. We should say, “Lord, | will show howehu thank You for restoring me, by endeavoring to
find any that have been overtaken in a fault, tlmaay restore such in the spirit of meekness, rebezm
ing myself also, since | have been tempted, an@ mt stood against the temptation.” Those of you
whom the Good Shepherd has restored should hauela eye for all the sickly ones of the flock, and
watch over these with a sympathetic care. You sheal, “This is the field which | shall try to cult
vate. Because in my spiritual sickness the Lordbdeesn pleased to deal so graciously with me, | doul
therefore lay myself out to cherish others whodiseased in soul.”

Do you not think, too, that this becomes our diiggausedoubtless, it is a part of the divine de-
sign?Never let us make a mistake by imagining that Gaplace is given to a man simply with an eye
to himself. Grace neither begins with man nor endls him with an object confined to the man’s own
self. When God chose His ancient people Israglag not merely that Israel might enjoy the lightt b
that Israel might preserve the light for the rdsthe nations. When God saved you, He did not yave
for your own sake, but for His own Name’s saket tha might through you show forth His mercy to
others. We are windows through which the light ed¥enly knowledge is to shine upon multitudes of
eyes. The light is not for the windows themselms,for those to whom it comes through the windows.
Have you ever thought enough about this? When trd brings any of you back from your backslid-
ing, it is decidedly with this view—that you may healified to sympathize with others and wisely
guide them back to the fold. All your history, by read it aright, has a bearing upon your usefslite
your fellow men. If you have been permitted, inhenur of weakness to grow cold, or turn aside, &nd i
the Lord, in unspeakable compassion, has restavado/His ways, surely this must be His motive—
that you may afterwards strengthen your brethren.

By the way, the very wording of the text seemsuggest the duty; we are to strengthen our “breth-
ren.” We must do s order that we may manifest brotherly love, ahdst prove our sonship towards
God.Oh, what a blessed thing it is when we come badkdd, and feel that we are still in the family!
That was the point which we debated with ourselvwesfeared that we were not the Lord’s. Whatever
some may say about that hymn—

Often it causes anxious thought.”
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| do not give much for the man who has not somegihvaa to sing it in the minor key. It is a pity tthe
ever should have to sing it; he will not if he wallefore the Lord with care and watchfulness, dugrw
he has been a naughty child, when his life haseet what it should be, if he does not doubt himsel
we must take leave to doubt for him. How can he lasking—

“Do I love the Lord or no?

Am | His or am | not?”
| am inclined to say with a good experiential write

“He that never doubted of his state,

He may—perhaps he may too late.”
It is not an ill thing to try yourselves, and sebether your faith is gold or dross. To have a qaest
about your position in the heavenly family is awpainful thing, and should not be endured one mo-
ment if it is in our power to solve the doubt. Buthe Lord has brought you back as His child, yamuw
know that you belong to the family, and it will lseggested at once to you to do somethingther
brethren Naturally, you will look around to see whetheertih is any child of God to whom you can
show favor for his Father's sake. You have injuafidby your backsliding, and hence it is your duty,
when restored to the family, to benefit them alldpgcial consecration and double earnestnesst het i
your delight, as well as your duty, to strengthemrybrethren. Prove that you are a brother by gain
brother’s part, and claim your privilege as a chddd exercise it as a child should, by helpingtla&ro
child that is in need. I think that the text withigself contains this argument.

Let us see to it, dear friends, if we have beetored, that we try to look after our weak brethren,
that we may show forth a zeal for the honor andygtd our Lord When we went astray we dishonored
Christ. If any of these others go astray they dalthe same. Therefore let us be watchful, thatitcan
we may prevent their being as foolish as we hawnbket us learn tenderness from our own experi-
ence, and feel a deep concern for our brethremndf member of this church sins we all suffer—in our
reputation, at any rate, and, especially, the kastvn among us have to bear a great deal becauke of
inconsistency of this person and of that. Do yowntwas to be wounded through you? My beloved
friends, | do not think that one of you would with cast reproach upon your minister. Alas! Christ
Himself suffers. His worst wounds are those whi@hreiceives in the house of His friends. Peterpif y
ever denied your Master, mind you look well to etheho are growing presumptuous as you were be-
fore your great sin. If you meet anyone who is bemig to say, “I will go with you to prison, and to
death,” give him a gentle jog, and say, “Mind, beat you are going near a nasty hole into whichdeo
fell. | pray you take warning from me.” If you speexperientially, you will have no cause to boast,
you will find in your own sin a reason why you shkbtenderly guard your brethren lest they should
cause like dishonor to that dear Name which is npoeeious, | hope, to you than life itself. “Wheouy
are converted, strengthen your brethren.” It isryshuty.

II. Now secondly, HE HAS A QUALIFICATION FOR IT. Thisefer is the man who, when he is
brought back again, can strengthen his brethrercafdestrengthen them by telling thentloé bitterness
of denying his MasteHe went out and wept bitterly. It is one thing teep; it is another thing to weep
bitterly. There are sweet tears, as well as salstebut oh, what weeping a sin costs a child ai!Go
recollect a minister speaking very unguardedlysaiel that the child of God lost nothing by sin exce
his comfort, and | thought, “Oh dear me! And istthathing? Is that nothing?” It is such a loss ofne
fort that, if that were all, it would be the mostfal thing in the world. The more God loves youdahe
more you love God, the more expensive will you fitrnich sin. An ordinary sinner sins cheaply; thdath
of God sins very dearly. If you are the King’s fat®, you must mind your manners, for He will not
take from you what He will take from an enemy. Tloed your God is a jealous God, because He is a
loving God. He has such love for His own chosem, théhey turn aside, His jealousy burns like csoat
juniper. May God keep us from ever provoking Hisred jealousy by wandering at any time into any
kind of sin. Now Peter, because he could tell @f bitterness of backsliding, was the man to go and
speak to anyone who was about to backslide, and‘Baynot do so, my brother, for it will cost you
dear.”

Again, Peter was the man to tell anotheth#f weakness of the fledbr he could say to him, “Do
not trust yourself. Do not talk about never goisgda. Remember how | talked about it. | used to be
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very lofty in my talk and in my feelings, but | h&mlbe brought down, I felt so sure that | loved lboyd

and Master, that | put great confidence in mysatij] could not think that | should ever wander from

Him. But see, see how | fell. | denied Him thricefdre the time called cock-crowing.” Thus, you see,

Peter was wonderfully qualified, by having knowe thtterness of sin, and by feeling the weakness of
his own flesh, to go and strengthen others in tirapertant points.

But he was also qualified to bear his personal egigntothe power of his Lord’s prayeHe could
never forget that Jesus had said to him, “I hawageunt for you.” He would say to any brother who had
grown cold or presumptuous, “the Lord Jesus prdgede, and it was because of His prayer that | was
preserved from going farther, so that | was leckbaad delivered from the sieve of the Evil Oned D
you not think that this would strengthen any tremgplone when Peter mentioned it? It is wonderful
how men and women are helped by those who have kadilar experience to themselves. Theory is all
very well, but to speak experientially has a siagglower about it. How one can comfort the bereaived
one has been bereaved himself! But how little ¢enyoung and inexperienced yield consolation to
those who are greatly tried, even though they aseoas to do so! And so, brethren, if the Lord has
blessed you, and remembered you in His great mand/you know the power of the prayer of the great
Intercessor, you can strengthen your brethren bynding them of the perseverance of the Savior's
love.

And could not Peter speak abdhe love of Jesus to poor wandereid®e Lord turned and looked
upon Peter, and that look broke Peter’s heart adtedwards the Lord spoke to Peter by the seasart
to him, “Feed My sheep, and feed My lambs.” O bethvPeter would always remember that, and he
would speak of it to any whom he found in a sad aedry condition. He would say, “My Lord was
very good to me, and was willing to receive me badk, He did not wait until | came back, but He
came after me. He sent after me, saying, Go telldidgiplesand Peter,and when He saw that | was
penitent, He never rebuked me, except in such #Hegside-way that | was rather comforted than re-
buked by what He said.” Oh, you that have wandeaiad, Christ has restored you, comfort the wander-
ers when you see their tears! When you hear ang widoubt, or anything like despair from theml tel
them that there is no truth in the suggestion @g&is#hat Christ is unwilling to forgive. Beseeclertin
not to slander that dear heart of love, which fmitely more ready to melt towards the peniterarthhe
penitent’s heart is to melt towards it. You knowyibu know that you can speak not only what youehav
read in the Bible, but what you have felt in yowmnoheart. You are qualified, therefore, to streegth
your brethren.

And could not Peter fully descrildde joy of restoration?Oh,” he would say, “do not wander.
There is no good in it. Do not go away from Jedueere is no profit to be found there. Come back to
Him; there is such peace, such rest with Him. Newever go away again.” Peter ever afterwardssn hi
epistles—and we are sure that it must have beesam in his spoken ministry—would testify to the
love and goodness of Christ, and urge the sairgtedfastness in the faith. | would appeal tocmnigd
of God here whether he ever gained anything bygaimay from Christ. No, brothers and sisters, the
old proverb says that honesty is the best policy,ltwill turn it to a higher use, and say, “Holgsis
the best policy.” Communion with Christ is the hegsp life. If you gained all the world and did dose
your soul, but only lost the light of Christ’s cdanance for a few days, you would have made a poor
bargain. There is heaven in every glance of His &pere is infinite joy in every word of His mouth
when He speaks comfortably to His servants. Gaanaty from Him. Be like Milton’s angel, who lived
in the sun. Abide in Christ, and let His Words abidl you. Closer, closer, closer, this is the waggir-
itual wealth. To follow afar off, and live at a thace from Christ, even if it does not make yourl so
perish, yet it will wither up your joys, and makewfeel an unhappy man, an unhappy woman. There-
fore, all those who have tried it should bear thgtness, and put their experience into the scalthay
thus strengthen their brethren.

lll. And now, lastly, the restored believer should sitean his brethren, because IT WILL BE
SUCH A BENEFIT TO HIMSELF. He will derive great gemal benefit from endeavoring to cherish
and assist the weak ones in the family of God.
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Brother, do this continually and heartily, for thysu will be made to see your own weaknegesu
will see it in those whom you succor. As you sew ltleey doubt, or grow cold, or become lukewarm,
you will say to yourself, “These are men of likesp@ns with myself. | see which way | shall drift-u
less the grace of God sustains me.” It will lead yo throw out another anchor, and get a fresh,radd
you see how they yield to the tide. One man is woindly like another man, only that other men are
better than we are, and when we are trying to gthem them, we are not to look upon ourselves as su
perior beings, but rather as inferior beings, aay $ He fell yesterday, | may fall today, and fié not
fall today, | may tomorrow.” All the weaknesses dnllies you see in others, believe that they are i
yourself, and that will tend to humble you. | thitilat a true minister is often excited to betterkvoy
what he sees of weakness in his people, becaussybdo himself, “Am | feeding this flock well?” Re
haps he thinks to himself, “If | had properly tedddem they would not have shown all these weak-
nesses,” and then he will begin to blame his ownistrly, and look to his own heart, and that is adjo
thing for us all. We very seldom, | think, blamergelves too much, and it is a benefit to us toaee
own failings in others.

But whata comfortit must have been to Peterhave such a charge committed to hi#ow sure he
must have felt that Jesus had forgiven him, antbred him to His confidence, when the Lord, having
asked him, “Do you love Me?” said to him, “Feed Bheep; feed My lambs.” Peter is all right again, or
else Christ would not trust lambs to him. Peter tnngsall right, or else Jesus would not put theephe
under his care. It is a grand proof of our beintyftestored to the divine heart, when the Lordrestis
us with work to do for His own dear children. Ifiy@and | are made the means of strengthening our
brethren, what a comfort it will be to our heart&now that it is not the highest form of comfaidy
Jesus would say of it, “Rejoice not in this, buhea rejoice that your names are written in hedvieut,
still to a loving child of God it is no mean conatibn to find that God is using him. | know, for rawn
part, that when | go to see our friends who areaild near to die, it is a supreme consolatiore&row
calm they always are, without any exception; yesl laow joyful they generally are—how triumphant
in the departing hour! Then | say to myself, “Yasy Master has owned my ministry.” The seals of
fresh conversions are very precious, but the sgests are these dying saints, who have been adrtur
in the gospel that we have preached. They provértitte of it, for if they do not flinch when theyasid
looking into eternity, but even rejoice in the grest of meeting their Lord, then what we preadhus,
and our Master has not left us without witnesses.y&u see that it is a great benefit to a man to
strengthen his brethren, because it becomes a cotmflois own soul.

And, brethren, whenever any of you lay yourselvatsto strengthen weak Christians, as | pray you
may, you will get benefit from what you do in the hofipe. Suppose you pray with them. Well, then,
you will pray a little more than if you only prayéar yourself, and anything that adds to your praye
ness is a clear gain. | wish that you had the tafbitaking everybody pray with you that comes taryo
house, saying to them, “Now we have done our lbtksiness, let us have a word or two of prayer.”
Some even of God’s people would look at you. Il did them good to look at you, and learn from you
the blessed habit. With regard to those who asmgars to divine things there will often occur oppo
nities in which you have put them under an oblmatior they have come to you in trouble to ask ad-
vice, and then you may boldly say, “Do not let astgill we have prayed.” We used to have an old
member of this church who used to pray in veryaxtlinary places. Two women were fighting, and he
knelt down between them to pray, and they gave tgating directly. Before a door when there has
been a noise in the house he has begun to praywakidetter than a policeman, for his prayer awed th
most obstinate. They could not understand it; theyght it a strange thing and they did not carpub
themselves into direct opposition to the man of Gldtere is a wonderful power in prayer to bless our
selves, besides the blessings that it will bringrupthers. Pray with the weak ones, and you willbe
a weak one yourself.

Well, then, your example. If you use your examplestrengthen the weak—if you carefully say to
yourself, “No, | shall not do that because, thoughay do it, | may do injury to some weak one.”—sthi
will do you good. If you hesitate, if you draw baitkm your own rights, and say, “No, no, no; | am
thinking of the weak ones”™—you will get good froimat self-denial. If the poor, trembling, wandering
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backslider is much upon your mind, you will oftea wery tender how you act. You will look to see
where your foot is going down next time, for fedrtreading upon somebody or other, and in that way
you will be winning for yourself the great gainaholy carefulness of walk and conversation—no kmal
gain to you.

And again, suppose that in trying to strengthers¢h&eak ones, you begin to quote Scripture to
them—quote a promise to them—this will bless yoam® of you do not know which promise to quote.
You do not even know where to find it in the WoBlt if you are in the habit of studying Scripture
with a view to strengthening the weak, you will erstand it in the best way, for you will get itan
practical form and shape. You will have the Bibteyaur fingertips. Moreover, one of these days the
text that you looked out for old Mary will suit ymelf. How often have we paid Paul with that which
we meant to give to Peter! We have ourselves fethermilk we prepared for the babes. Sometimes
what we have laid up for another comes in handyofaselves. We strangely find that we ourselves
have been fed while we were feeding others, acagriti that promise, “He that waters shall be wakere
also himself.”

Now, | have said all this to you that have wandeaerd come back, and | want to say it right home
to you. May the Holy Spirit speak to your inmostilso You know who you are, and how far all this ap-
plies to you. The Lord bless you.

But, dear friends, if you have not wandered, if tlwed has kept you these twenty years close to
Him, and given you the light of His countenancetladit time, then | think that you and I, and anysf
of that sort, ought to strengthen our brethreh stidre. Oh, what we owe to sovereign grace! Todyat k
from wandering—what a blessing is that! Let us theak instead of having a small debt to pay, weehav
a greater debt to acknowledge. Let us wake uprémgthen our brethren. | ask this of you, membérs o
the church, because, in so large a church asuhisss there is a kind of universal mutual pastprat
what can we do? You that are converted, | beseeghoystrengthen your brethren.

And then, once more, if all this ought to be doméhiose who are in the family, what ought we not
to do for those outside—for those that have nostlamd no Savior? If you are converted yoursetfkse
the salvation of your children, of your own brothand sisters, and of all your household. Try todor
in your neighbors to hear the word. Get them, if gan, under the sound of the gospel. Why should we
not fill up on Thursday night till the uppermostlgey is full? There are some friends up there gbhi
and | am glad to see them. May God bless thempé hbat the day will come when every seat will be
occupied there, so that when we are preaching aspej we may scatter it broadcast, and find a field
upwards as well as downwards where the seed miayOfalfor a blessing! May we meet in heaven to
praise the Lord our God. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—LUKE 22:19-46.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—211, 23 (VERSION 1), 166.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org

8 Tell someone how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 34






