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“By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refusetie called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter;
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the peoplof God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin
for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ gegariches than the treasures in Egypt:
for he had respect unto the recompense of the rewvar
Hebrews 11:24-26

WE generally picture Moses with beams of gloryngsfrom his brow, and the two tables of the law
in his hand; a stern man holding forth a sterner But we must correct our idea. Moses is as much a
example of faith as he is a representative of Mhat he did was as much due to his faith as weze th
acts of Paul or John. In describing Moses, the sarpmust begin “By faith,” as much as if we were
describing Abraham. Continue to regard Moses apeesentative of the law, but also view him as a
man of wonderful and powerful faith.

| need scarcely remind you that the faith of Mosas peculiarly active and operative. | might apply
the words of James to him, and say, “Likewise &lss not Moses justified by works when he refused
to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, andectmendure affliction with the people of God?’eTh
faith of Moses was what ours must be, a faith whvanked by love—even love to God, and love to His
people. It was no mere belief of a fact, but tlaat had an overpowering influence upon his life sk®
believed, believed firmly and intensely, believed fimself, so that he took fast hold of that whish
invisible. Moses showed the reality of his faithhis life, by what he refused to do, and by what he
chose to do. Both the negative and the positivegalere made right by his faith. Everything abowt M
ses proved the truth and the vigor of his faittGod. He was second to none among those “who be-
lieved God, and it was accounted unto them forteighsness.” He was king in Jeshurun, and he was the
greatest of law-givers, but yet he happily takesgiace among believers who find their all in GOah.
the Arc de Triomphewhich is raised in this eleventh chapter of Helsr¢lae name of Moses is written
among the very greatest of those who lived by faitbod. | pray that while | am speaking this morn-
ing, faith may be worked in some here present wdneht not as yet, and | pray also that others who
have true faith, but have not yet avowed it, may fihemselves drawn to take a decided step, amd tak
their place on the side of God and His people. dinestion, “Who is on the Lord’s side?” is the one |
would press upon you this morning, in the hope, thied Moses, many of you may be willing to suffer
the reproach of Christ, which has not ceased.

Our first remark shall bévloses had faiththe second shall b&oses exhibited clear decision as the
result of his faithand then, thirdly, we will sayyloses should be imitated by. us

|. First, then, MOSES HAD FAITH. | am not going thrduthe whole life of Moses, that is much
too large a theme for one discourse, but | shail wauch keep to my text.

It is very clear thaMoses believed in GodHe was learned in all the learning of the Egyijahe
had been brought up in the very best academidseqgberiod, but he had not been seduced from faith i
his God. There were many gods in Egypt, but Mosesskipped the one God, the God of his fathers,
and though he may have known comparatively litflélion, he knew enough to have no other God but
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. | supposéihanother and father could tell him but little o
the family faith, but as they were God-fearing,i®ahg people, they taught him what they knew. He
believed in the living God, Creator of heaven aadle he worshipped one God, the ruler of provi-
dence; one God, who is to be obeyed and adoredpahé God he adhered. | would that all of you be
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lieved in the living, personal, working, ever pnes&od! In these days many do not believe in aqrers

al God, but in some sort of force or mystic enetggy know not what. This is virtually to have nods

at all. To Moses the existence and ruling poweBofl were the greatest facts of life. He believetha
one living and true God, bowed before Him, desiethe found serving Him, and to have Him as his
friend, even though this should put him in oppositith the entire world. Although the pomp, and
power, and glory, and wisdom of the ruling natioargvall on the side of idols, Moses worshipped the
one God, for in His power and Godhead he solemaligbed.

In the next placeMoses believed that the Israelites were the chpseple of GodThis, of course,
he had learned from his parents, and he heartilgusa it, though it certainly did not look to baie. If
the seed of Jacob were the people of God, why e left under oppression? Why were they en-
slaved by Pharaoh? Why were their children dooroedig¢? Could the elect of God be left in so evil a
plight? If God was the God of this people, why Hrey made to endure affliction? Perhaps they told
him that God had revealed unto their fathers, tihay were to go down into Egypt, and to be strasiger
in a strange land, but whether or not, it was tileran conviction of Moses that the living and tfsed
had chosen the seed of Abraham to be His peopliehaa taken them into covenant with Himself. They
were the election of grace. For this cause Mosesddhem, and desired to be numbered with them.
Certainly, they were not in themselves a very ldggdeople; there was much about them that must have
saddened the heart of Moses. They were ignorante Wk was educated; they had been debased by
slavery, while he was of that brave dispositionakhis nourished in freedom. When he himself attempt
ed to be their champion, they did not receive Hita.found two of them striving together, and when,
with gentle words he would have made peace betwesm, one of them replied, “Who made you a
prince and a judge over us?” Yet Moses said to éliin8Vhatever they may be, they are the people of
God and I will be one of them.”

Even to this day the Lord has a chosen peoplenaagt according to the election of grace. Looking
critically at the church of God, we soon detect mtlaat is faulty, many shortcomings and many griev-
ous evils, yet the church of God is God’s choica] we may not despise it. | can say of God’s peeple

“These are the company | keep;
These are the choicest friends | know.”

If they are good enough for God, they are good ghdar me. If you never join a church till you
find a perfect church, you must wait till you gettieaven, and if you could go there as you are), the
would not receive you into fellowship. Consider wthe people are that acknowledge God in their Jives
which hold the truth as it is revealed, who beli¢ve Holy Scriptures, and worship God in the Spirit
having no confidence in the flesh. Cast in younith these people however poor and common-place
they may be. If they are not all you would likerthéo be, neither are you yourself all you woulceliio
be, but simply, because you believe them to bep#wople of God, cast in your lot with them, begging
the Lord to have mercy upon you, and deal with gstte is likely to do to those who fear His name.

Moses further believed that the reproach whichdelbn his people was the reproach of Chriists
said that he “esteemed the reproach of Christ greghes than the treasures in Egypt.” But Clwigs
not there. Christ as yet had not been born intoattvdd. How could the reproach of Israel in Egypt b
the reproach of Christ? This shows us that the S€hvas always one with His people. Even as the
church is the body of Christ now, so were the Lengkople the body of Christ of old. The Lord Christ
so sympathized with Israel in Egypt, that what theye He bore. “In all their affliction He was aft+
ed, and the angel of His presence saved them.sJsdhat “angel of His presence.” Brethren, iais
grand thing to discover and know by faith that teproach which falls upon the people of God is the
reproach of Christ. When Stephen was killed, it ®8ephen, was it not, that died? Yes, but Chrasidcst
up from His throne that day. When Christ spokedal®n the road to Damascus He did not say, “Saul,
Saul, why do you persecute the church?” but, “wbydu persecut®e?” Christ suffers in the least of
His people. The poorest and the most obscure of,tlen ridiculed and put to scorn for His sake, is
not alone in his grief; the head suffers in the rbers. The reproach of believers is really the ragho
of Him in whom they believe. The reproach of Isngethe reproach of Christ, and Moses believed this
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“Ah!” said he, “whatever they say against thesepteocand whatever they do against them, they are re
ally saying and doing against the Lord’s anointed.”

FurthermoreMoses believed it to be wisest to be upon the gidéod “He had respect unto the
recompense of the reward.” Adding all things up araking a deliberate calculation of the whole busi-
ness, he believed that it must be right and wisstdad on that side which was in agreement with the
living God. He made up his mind that he would beekehthe Lord was. Now, dear friends that is a wise
conclusion to come to, is it not? Should we nobhehe side of God? We are His creatures, should we
contend with our Creator? He has been infinitelgdyto us, ought we not to side with our Benefactor?
All that He does is right, all that He permits ust, all that He advocates is pure; should we eobip
that side? The other side is the side of evil amttriess, the side of the devil; should we be fahede?
| think not. O young man, it will be your glory tee upon the side of God. O young woman, it will be
your beauty to espouse the cause of Christ. Whrabeaome of us if we are opposed to God, the good
and true? Shall the thread contend with the flaonéhe wax with the fire? If we are on the sideGaid,
we are on the right side, and being on the righa,sive shall have peace of conscience, and rémstant.
The right must ultimately win the day, but everntifvere not so, a brave heart is content with being
right. Is it just? Is it true? Then put down my reaas a soldier in that army.

It must be well to be upon the side of God, bec&bsd’'s worst is better than the world’s best. Did
you notice how Moses put it? He brings forth afftia, and he esteems it to be better than the $plea
ures of sin.” Now, pleasures are certainly bettantafflictions, according to any ordinary judgmédnit
Moses came to this conclusion, that although aidiic might be God’s worst, it was better than the
pleasure of sin, which is evil's best. He mentioggroach, which is one of the bitterest kinds diaf
tion, for many a man can bear pain, but cannot bdiaule. Moses set down reproach, and he counted
to be better than the treasures in Egypt. Yet thastures in Egypt were the best things in Egypt—its
gold, its horses, its fine linen, and the manydbkithat made Egypt famous. | say he put all thesend
in the schedule, and then preferred the reproacbhoikt to them all. God’s fast is better than Big/p
feast. Thus he calmly and deliberately made hissaet and said, “I throw in my lot with the peomé
God. | take their God to be my God, and where nty ttuGod may call me, there will | go.”

Next, dear friends, note thisMeses had faith in a future judgmente looked beyond the present,
for he “had respect to the recompense of the reidnd dangerous to be always looking at thingsi
one point of view. If we could go quite round, as&k things from the future, looking back upon them
rather than forward to them, how different they Woappear! “Oh!” said a lady to her minister, “hdi
great pleasure in going to the play. There is teagure of anticipation, there is the pleasurengdyeng
it, and there is the pleasure of thinking it ove@vards.” “Yes,” said her minister, “I know ahat,
madam, but there is one pleasure you have forgati@mely, the pleasure of meditating upon it on a
dying bed.” She shrugged her shoulders; she cadde pleasure there. | wish that men would estimat
their pleasures by that rule. How will they look evhthey lie dying? How will they appear when they
stand before the judgment seat of God? When | bage come into eternity, and have to spend it ac-
cording to the final sentence, how shall | look kbapon what | have done? As a Christian man, how
shall | look back upon wasted opportunities aneéndks in my Master’s vineyard? As an unbeliever,
how shall | regard wasted Sabbaths, rejected dmsea neglected Bible, a disregarded mercy déat?
we could only view things in that clear light whitleats about the eternal future we should avoid a
thousand mistakes. View the course of life as Makésin connection with the recompense of the re-
ward, and a resolve will be taken which will makaiycommence a life for God and holiness.

Let me not quit this point till I have said thdibses had a personal faith by which he realized the
whole business for himseHe did not say, “Yes, there is a God undoubtedty these are God’s peo-
ple, and there is an end of it,” but he said, “Ehisra God for me to worship, for me to trust, fiee to
obey. Here are God'’s people; | resolve to be nuetbeiith them. Their God shall be my God. | will be
one of the sheep of His pasture, and take my pénthlis flock; if they suffer, | will suffer withhiem; if
they rejoice, | will wait to rejoice till they rejce.”

His faith led him on to personal actioHe did not say, “I am placed by providence in plaégace of
Pharaoh, and so | am not called upon to suffertlieerest of my race.” No, no, but he refused to be
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called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. He did npt“¢aam so circumstanced that | need not suffad a
therefore | will keep out of the general troublevas! as | can.” You know how men feel, that thexe
nothing like keeping on the warm side of the heddeses resolved that he would suffer afflictiontwit
the people of God. Moses would be on a level wigthidnethren. He declared himself to be one of the
despised nation. The reproaches of them that repealaChrist in His people fell upon him.

This was the faith of Moses, a real personal faitbme, dear friends, ask yourselves, have you all
such a personal faith in God? | tell you, if yoaitli is not personal and practical faith, it is mairth
two pence. It will do you no good, either here erdafter. It will leave you lost to God if it leas/gou
still a friend to the world, and an alien from theople of God. Oh, that you may say from your heart
“This God is my God forever and ever. He shall beGuide even unto death.”

Faith in Moses was the foundation of the whole daod of his life. Have you faith? Then every
good thing will come of it. Have you no faith? Thgwu have no beginning from which a happy end can
come. How can you read your title clear to mansiortee skies, when you do not, as yet, know trst fi
letters of the alphabet of grace? You can nevddhlup a character such as God will approve, for you
have not even laid the first cornerstone of faith.

II. Our second point is this; MOSES EXHIBITED A CLEAREBISION. Oh, that the Spirit of God
would work the like in all of us!

Note, first,the time of his choicéWhen he was come to years.” We do not know theceime to
which this refers. When he was forty years of agevigited his brethren, but his mind may have been
made up long before. It was “when he was come @wsy€l suppose that means early in life, as s®n a
he was of full age. Why not earlier still? He wasPharaoh’s court under many influences, which may
have prevented an earlier confession. We are metteat God had yet spoken to his heart, so asat@em
him feel the importance of following the Lord fullAnyhow, it was in early life that he declined the
world and chose his God. It is a grand thing fouryg people to decide for God soon; it will saventhe
from a thousand mistakes, and bring them a thouadwdntages. Early piety leads on to eminent piety;
he who begins his journey early travels far in dag. The great bulk of those who have distinguished
themselves in the church of God will be found twéhdeen converted while they were yet young.
“When he was come to years.” Does some youth Hars ¢hat he has not yet come to years? | an-
swer—Is this so? Why, the other day you were dermngndf your father certain liberties because you
felt yourself quite the man; I find that lads nowagsl become men earlier than they used to do. | wish
they would take upon themselves ripe responsislitis well as covet ripe privileges, Oh, that they
would act as Moses did when he came to years!uffgel you have come to years in one way, admit
that you have come to years in another way, and“Bl is the time when | must come right straight
out and be a Christian man.” You young women whadbcare to be called girls any longer, | pray
you give your hearts to Christ; the sooner youda@ded the better.

Still it is said, “when he was come to years,” agchnas to say, that whatever his decision was while
he was yet young, that decision was carried outenpoactically when he was come to years. We do
wish to see young people converted, but we wist Iite as thoughtful a conversion, as clear andb-deli
erate a change as if they were advanced in agetriWethat their following years will confirm what
they do in their youth. Now, what do you say, mad arethren of mature years? If you could lay aside
your religious profession and begin again, would gtll make today the decision which you arrivéd a
when you were young? Oh yes, we can say, and de-8#&y have lifted our hand unto God, and we
cannot go back, and instead of wishing to go baeklift both hands now, and cry—

“Tis done, the great transaction’s done,

| am my Lord’s, and He is mine.”
We do not wish to retreat from the covenant of yauth, or draw back from the bond of our baptism
into Christ of long years ago. We repeat the vavd ery, “Bind the sacrifice with cords, even unte t
horns of the altar.” Moses decided for God earlyifey, but he also decided when he was capable of
forming a mature and deliberate judgment.

Moses went about arranging his life like a man asibess, and decided wisely, but we must note
well the prospect which he gave.ue “refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’ghtar.” To be the
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son of Pharaoh’s daughter made him a prince of E@gme have thought that the Pharaoh then reign-
ing had no other child but this daughter, and betson Moses would have succeeded to the throne of
Egypt. We cannot be sure of that, though it mayeHasen so. The son of a princess has noble rank and
grand opportunities. Wealth was evidently to be; llagl treasures of Egypt were before him. Honor was
his already, and as he grew older titles would iplylupon him. But he said firmly, “No; | cannot @
Egyptian. | am an Israelite, and | prefer the peyes which come to me from Father Abraham to those
which come by Pharaoh’s daughter. | cannot relisigquny part in the promise and the covenant, but |
can and will relinquish all the honors which coniePtharaoh’s court.” He did so; deliberately did so.
“He refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s diaugh

A great many would say—"“What a fool he was to ginewhat others covet!” | fear that many of
you professors would not lose a situation for GhB®me of you could not lose a shilling a weelexf
tra pay for the Lord. Ah me, this is a miserable!ago with a lancet throughout these Isles, and you
could not get enough martyr blood to fill a thimbBackbones are scarce, and grit is a rare artibds
do not care to suffer for Christ, but they mustrégpectable, they must vote in the majority, theysim
go with the committee, and be thought well of foeit charity. As to standing up and standing out fo
Christ, it is looked upon as an eccentricity, orseo Today if a young man proposed to sacrificepbis
sition for Christ's sake, father, and mother, anenids would all say, “Do not think of such a thifge
prudent. Do not throw away your chance.” Once maulccdie for conscience sake, but conscience is
nowadays viewed as an ugly thing, expensive andpbang. No doubt many advised Moses to be
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, but he d{eeefused. He deliberately divested himself of his
rank that he might be numbered with the downtroduople of God.

For a moment, | will show yosome of the argumentghich Moses must have had to meet. In his
own mind, when having come to years, he beganind the matter over; many arguments would arise
and demand reply. The first argument would ‘B&gu will be acting very unkindly to your adopted
mother—What will she say? She drew you out of the watbemvyou might have been drowned, she
took you home, she saw that you were nursed aratl dar; she has had you trained and educated. She
has spent no end of money on you; there is notywugcould wish for but what she has supplied it; he
heart is entwined in yours, and now, having comgetars, if you refuse to be called her son, it idla
very sad return for her love.” Natural affectiorstadten proved a serious difficulty in the way o&ce.

The Lord Jesus has said, “He that loves father ather more than Me is not worthy of Me, and many
are thus unworthy.” In the case of Moses, a seh$®mor would join with affection. He knew that it
was right to refuse to be the son of Pharaoh’s lotangbut still, there was something to be saidhan
other side, for how could he disown a tie which hlaeds of love had fastened? Could he rend thak fon
connection? Could he persist in saying, “I am ngdEgn”? | doubt not that he felt, “I should be pla
ing the hypocrite if | professed to be of Egyptddmmust tell the princess as gently as | can,dbillt
most firmly, that | cannot be called by her nanmg,lfam the son of Amram, of the tribe of Levi,tbé
seed of Jacob.” Moses was an Israelite, indeedhangould not conceal his nationality nor renouice
by becoming a naturalized Egyptian. Though it stidaar the heartstrings of his foster mother, amd b
even as a sentence of death to himself, yet hedmalde his stand. Moses thus proved his faith to be
stronger than that of many who are mastered bylyatiis, and held captive by the bonds of earthly
love. Unequal yoking is the ruin of thousands. Triendship of the world is the blight of piety. Hap
are they who love Jesus more than all!

Next, there would come before the mind of Mosespilaesible argumentProvidence has led you
where you are, and you ought to keep your positi?cihen Moses looked back he saw a remarkable
providence watching over him in the ark of bulrushend bringing the Egyptian princess down to that
particular part of the Nile to bathe. How singulaat she should see the ark, and save the lifbeof t
weeping babe! Could he fly in the teeth of proviceiy relinquishing the high position so specially
bestowed? Thus would flesh and blood reason. Haendiave | heard people excuse themselves for
doing wrong by quoting what they call providenceg@ments from providence against positive com-
mands are ingenious deceptions. Providence is df @at the lesson which we draw from it may be of
the devil. When Jonah wanted to flee to Tarshistvéiet down to Joppa, and found a ship going to Tar-
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shish. How providential! Nothing of the sort! Whéain killed his brother Abel was it providence
which found the club? Whenever a man wants to amghe will find opportunities at hand, but let him
not excuse his wickedness by the apparent oppoyttoniit. Be afraid of that kind of providence wehi
makes sin easy. When providence comes across yaaing right, do not give over your gracious pur-
pose, but know that it is sent to try you, whety@n can serve the Lord under difficulty. A providen
which chimes in with your natural inclination mag & stone of stumbling by which your hypocrisy will
be made clear. Moses felt that providence did bhimg into Pharaoh’s court, but he also felt that it
brought him there that he might be put to the testee whether he would come out of it for the [srd
sake. Do not believe in the reasoning which suggésit providence would have us slide along an,easy
though evil, way. Providence, if it is read arighéver tempts to sin, though it may put beforeriadst
for our faith. Our rule of life is the commandmaefitthe Lord, not the doubtful conclusions which may
be drawn from providences.

Yet another argument may have met Moses, foraheswhich | have heard repeated till | am sick of
answering itMoses could do a deal of good by retaining his tpmsi What opportunities for usefulness
would be in his way! See how he could help his gwethren! How often he could interpose at the tour
to prevent injustice! Moreover, what a bright ligieg would be in his high position; his example wibul
commend the faith of the true God to the courtaard great ones; nobody could tell what an influence
would thus be exercised upon Egypt. Pharaoh hinmgght be converted, and then all Egypt would
bow before Jehovah. Thus have we met with bretiwiem say, “Yes, | am in a church with which | do
not agree, but then, | can be so useful.” Anothieisc“l know that a certain religious Union is fexsng
evil, but then, | can serve the cause by stayirig”il\nother is carrying on an evil trade, but $egys, “It
is my livelihood, and besides, it affords me oppoities of doing good!” This is one of the most spe
cious of those arguments by which good men areihdlte bonds of evil. As an argument, it is rotten
the core. We have no right to do wrong, from anyiveowvhatever. To do evil that good may come is no
doctrine of Christ, but of the devil. Fallen natmmay wander in that way, but the grace of God eéesv
us from such wicked sophistry. Whatever good Masaght have thought that he could do in a false
position, he had faith enough to see that he wasoriook to usefulness, but to righteousness. \&ireat
the results may be, we must leave them with God ,danthe right at all cost.

But, dear friends, do you not think thdibses might have made a compromisé&at idea is very
popular. “Now then, Moses, do not be too strictmB8opeople are a deal too particular. Those old-
fashioned puritanical people are narrow and skaaied; be liberal and take broader views. Cannat yo
make a compromise? Tell Pharaoh’s daughter yoaraidsraelite, but that, in consequence of her great
kindness, you will also be an Egyptian. Thus yon lbacome an Egypto-Israelite—what a fine blend!
Or say an Israelito-Egyptian—with the better parthe front. You see, dear friends, it seems aleimp
way out of a difficulty, to hold with the hare angh with the hounds. It saves you from unpleasant-d
sions and separation®esides, Jack-of-both-sides has great praise frath Iparties for his large-
heartedness. | admire this in Moses, that he krahimg of compromise, but first he refused to béedathe
son of Pharaoh’s daughter, and secondly, he matidilzerate choice rather “to suffer affliction withe
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of@irafseason.” My hearers, come out, | pray you,veeeor
the other. If God is God, serve Him; if Baal is Gedrve him. If it is right to be an Israelite, d® Israelite;
if it is right to be an Egyptian, be an Egyptiaroré of your trimming; it will go hard with trimmeet the
last great day. When Christ comes to divide theglieom the goats, there will be no middle sortefEhis
no place for trimmers. Modern thought is tryingniake a purgatory, but as yet the place is not oactsd,
and meanwhile you border people will be driven daeavhell. May God grant us grace to be decided!

Notice the lot which Moses chosele refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s ldaugbut he
chose to take his portion with the oppressed, eagired, and ridiculed Israelites. | want you to thee
terms in which his judgment is expressed, for nobddhe Holy Spirit tells us exactly how Moses fut
in his own mind. He chose rather to suffer “affbct with the people of God.Does not that alter it
wonderfully? “Affliction” nobody would choose, buéaffliction with the people of God,ah! That is
another business altogether. “These are they wtaate out of great tribulation, and have washed thei
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lainbhoose the “great tribulation,” not because |
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like it, but because these came out of it, and Hasshed their robes and made them white in thedlo
of the Lamb.” “Affliction with the people of God’siaffliction in glorious company. | was reading the
other day the life of John Philpot, who was shutinmBishop Bonner’s coal-hole in Fulham Palace.
There he and his friends sang psalms so merrilytilgaBishop chided them for their mirth. They abul
have quoted apostolic authority for singing in pnsWhen there were seven of them, Philpot wrdte, “
was carried to my Lord’s coal-house again, whergith my six fellow prisoners, do rouse together in
the straw as cheerfully, we thank God, as othersndbeir beds of down.” To be with the people of
God, one would not mind being in the coal-hole.d¥e wants to be in Bonner’s coal-hole, but beteer b
there with the martyrs than upstairs in the paisitie the Bishop. To hear the saints’ holy talk, amlb
with them their gladsome psalms, and with them ltktite angel of the covenant, is a very different
thing from mere suffering or imprisonmefivith the people of God,that is the sweet which kills the
bitter of affliction. Nobody here wants to go irddourning fiery furnace, but none of us would refts
be there with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednegathamdfourth” who was “like unto the Son of God.”

| admire this in Moses, that, he does not lookadt & thing. He views it all round, and, having rséie
all, he forms his judgment. He did not choose etiftn for its own sake, but affliction with the gee of
God he preferred to the pleasures of sin.

Note the next expression, “Esteeming the reprodc@huist greater riches than the treasures in
Egypt.” Nobody desires reproach for its own sakg,“the reproach of Christ” is a very different et
That gives a new flavor to it. Nobody wants to gtaip in yonder pillory, where everybody is hurling
mud and filth at the object of their scorn, but teé that the sufferer is the Lord Jesus Chrigd, lanill
find you a host of volunteers to stand with Him ayadher honor by sharing in His dishonor. “The re-
proach of Christ.” Why, that is glory! Thus Mosdaqged things in their right light, and they seened
undergo a complete change.

Now, notice what he said about the baits upon thercside, “Choosing rather to suffer affliction
with the people of God, than to enjthe pleasures of sin for a seasorkée! He calls the pleasures of
the court “the pleasures of sin.” Why, Moses, yeednot fall into vice. You could be an Egyptiandg a
yet be chaste, and honest, and sober, and jusgaot Yes, but he regards his proposed life asdhe
of Pharaoh’s daughter as full of “the pleasuresionf’ Now, mark this: If you believe in the Lordsies
Christ, it becomes your duty decidedly to comeand stand on His side, and if you do not do so, the
pleasures derived from your sin of omission willthe pleasures of sin. You are living a life ofloysl-
ty to Christ, and that is a life of sin. “Whatsoevw not of faith is sin,” that is to say, if yoave not
faith that you are doing right, you are doing wrpagd as Moses could not feel that he was doirg rig
by being an Egyptian, whatever pleasure he migh¢ lygmined from his remaining at court would have
been “the pleasure of sin.” Then note the woFshr a season.” Did you hear the tolling of a bell? It
was a knell. It spoke of a new-made grave. Thikiésknell of earthly joy-"“For a season!”Honored
for doing wrong—"For a season!” Merry in evil company-"“For a season!” Prosperous through a
compromise—“For a season!”"What after that season: death and judgment!

Note once again, that Moses spoke about treasanesas a great man in Egypt, he knew what
wealth there was in the land, but he qualifiestteasures by saying, “treasure€gypt.” For an Israel-
ite those treasures were nothing, since they weeeforeign land. Treasures in the land that flewth
milk and honey—these were real treasures, butureasnEgyptwere a mockery. Moses shakes his
head at them. He esteemed the reproach of Cheatagrriches than the treasures in Egypt. So, geu s
most deliberately, with great discrimination, Moseade his choice and kept to it, and God blessad hi
in it. He was preserved in the ark of grace fromhnd of the enemy, and was drawn out of the water
of temptation to be consecrated to the high sewicgod.

lIl. I'want, in the last place, hurriedly to say that 85 SHOULD BE IMITATED BY US.

First, brethrenwe should have Moses’ faitfihe things which Moses believed are true, andethe
fore ought still to be believed. They are as imartoday as when he believed them; let us lay tptd
on them, and feel their practical bearings thig/wvaorning. Young men, especially, | entreat youl¢e
lieve in God, and in His work of grace among Hismpe, that you may be numbered with His chosen
now, and in the day of His appearing.
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Next, we must imitate Moses in this, that if welmievewe must come out on the Lord’s sitieow
that you have “come to years,” do let it be seenvbnse side you are. Let there be no doubt, nddiesi
tion, no vacillation, but let those who see youthe house, or in business know that you are on the
Lord’s side.

Let me exhort you also ®wee things in the eternal lighbo not look at things in their bearings upon
today, or tomorrow, or the next few years. Judgeteynity; for the present the good man may besa lo
er. You must look further than your foot. Take theasuring line of the sanctuary, and use it when yo
judge of spiritual things.

Note another important matter; | pray that you ngay into fellowship with ChristOh to know
Christ and love Him, to have Him to be your Savamd then to feel that you can wear the reproach of
Christ as a chain of gold! This is a great helthmlife of a tried child of God.

Dear friend, if you are a believer in Chrigtye yourself up to God without resengay, “I will fol-
low You, my Lord, through flood or flame. | will lew You up hill or down dale. | will follow wherev
er the Lord shall lead the way. | will follow at abst and hazard.” Say this in your soul. Take Gwd
your all in poverty and disgrace. Take God on tealbwinter’s day, and say, “I am resolved, Goghel
ing me, to do His will.”

If you do this, you cannot tell what God has inrstfor you, nor need you give it a consideration.
Moses, after all, was not a loser by his self-dei@ became King in Jeshurun, and was more than a
monarch in the wilderness. He refused to be Ph&aam, but in the Book of Exodus God said to him,
“See, | have made you a god to Pharaoh.” Egyptitgghty monarch feared his plagues, and entreated
his intercession. The Lord made Moses so great,among those who are born of woman he ranks
among the first unto this day. Even in heaven hemsembered, for they sing “the song of Moses the
servant of God and of the Lamb.” Young man, if ypue yourself unto the Lord you can little guess
what He will do with you. What you lose will be ame trifle compared with what you will gain. As to
honor, all honor and glory lie in the service of fMost High.

| am come to this pass, my brethren—whether | sinkvhether | swim, | am the Lord’s! By His
grace | will believe His Word and cling to its imsggion, whether the Lord shall roll away my repba
or not. | would say with the three holy childre@ur God whom we serve is able to deliver us froe th
burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us odityour hand, O King. But if not, be it known untouy,

O King, that we will not serve your gods, nor wopsthe golden image which you have set up.” With
Job my heart has said, “Though He slay me, yetilist in Him.” Be this the resolve of each ofa,
Christ’'s sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—HEBREWS 11.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—732, 657, 661.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
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