Sermon #2019 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

“SHE WAS NOT HID”
NO. 2019

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON LORD’S DAY MORNING, APRIL 15, 1888,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“And when the woman saw that she was not hid, shene trembling, and falling down
before Him, she declared unto Him before all thegmde for what cause she had
touched Him, and how she was healed immediately.”
Luke 8:47.

LAST Sunday morning we spoke upon the woman who hesded of her issue of bloggermon
#2018,Cured At Last!].After having spent all her living upon physiciaasid being disappointed in them
all, she touched the Savior's garment and was Healenediately. She came behind Him, for she did
not wish to be seen. She said not a word; she biathe courage to ask for the blessing in an opan-m
ner. When cured, she slunk away into the crowd;vsa® anxious to be unobserved. Now, if the story
had ended here, you would not have been surpiliseds a case of extreme delicacy that might seem t
require an especially secret ending, by the womhbaiag permitted to go her way home, happy and
whole.

But now, suppose that in the tenderness of ouroBavsympathy with this trembling woman, He
had permitted her to depart without making an openfession, what would have been the conse-
guence? The Savior willed that the miracle sho@lddzorded in three of the four Gospels, andhad
ended where we left it last Sunday morning, thezhss our human nature, that we should have drawn
from it the inference that saving faith need notbafessed. Our natural love of ease, and ourelé&sir
avoid the cross, would have made us follow this aoi® example, and we should have tried to touch
the Lord for healing, and then run away from Hintheut making any profession of discipleship. Many
would have quoted her case as a reason why they imégallowed to escape the responsibilities, dutie
and sufferings which discipleship might involvethie Savior had permitted this woman to retireiin s
lence, many cowardly believers would have said thatSavior’'s silence gave consent to her retiring
without a word, and that they might safely imitair. | know men and their style of reasoning. This
would have been fine food for them. Think how tétigry would have been used in times of martyrdom.
The cowardly would have argued, “We may have tdagprison or to the stake if we confess Christ;
why should we be so needlessly daring? We canweagace from Jesus quite unknown to anybody,
and having gained salvation we can mingle with df@vd and avoid exposing ourselves to danger.”
The Savior would not allow us to find in this caseapology for an evil course, and so He calledioait
woman whom He had cured. The spirit of hiding, th&wod, was not found in the church in martyr
times, for holy men and women came forward andessdd their faith with more than common eager-
ness.

If the narrative had ended where we left it lashdy, what a quietus it would have afforded to
those good, peace-loving people who, in these daiasphemy and rebuke, will take no sides at all!
“Anything for a quiet life.” They are very comfolike, and mean to remain so. What does it matter to
them though the whole church should be rotten eitbr? They hope to go quietly to heaven—indeed,
they feel they are going there, and, if they aresotdiers of the cross, yet they trust they atiofeers
of the Lamb; if they do not contend earnestly fog faith once delivered to the saints, yet stiflytieat
the fat, and drink the sweet, and enjoy the prpekeof a comfortable religion. That is the pregeticy
of many, and gladly enough would they have shdalt¢hemselves behind this woman. She, however,
was not hid, nor may they be. We have enough apsdgr selfishness and ease, and compromise,
without the Savior’s supplying us with one, andHstook special care in this instance that notlsing
evil should be made out of it. What might have baeatefense for guilty silence He turns into a grand
argument for open confession. He will not allow aeament in this case, because He will not toldtate
in any case, but will have us take up our crossfataw Him.
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That is the subject for this morning; may | be leelpf the Holy Spirit so to handle it, that anyener
who are sincere in their love to Christ, but yetdhaever avowed it, may be forced to come out aepn
and before the Lord Jesus Christ and His peopledethat they have touched Him, and that they have
been healed immediately.

Let me say to youher hiding seemed very excusaldet, secondlyher hiding was not permitted,
and, thirdly,your hiding should not be excused nor permitted should come to an end at once.

|. First then, we say concerning this woman, that HERING SEEMED VERY EXCUSABLE. |
have already said that if, in any instance, a ooight have been concealed, this was one, and itsovas
for many reasons. First, becausdlo$ woman’s natural timidity, and because of tléune of her mal-
ady. It would appear that if in any case the thing niggive been done in a corner, or if done in a crowd
might have been passed over without remark, this amaevident case in point. Yet the Savior, teyderl
considerate as He is, will not have it so. And ydear friend, may say, “I am naturally so very tmi
and retiring, pray excuse me.” This woman was mby bashful, but her sickness made her rightly wish
to remain in obscurity. “He should not like my stoéo be known,” says one. She might have justly sai
the same; it must have been hard indeed for heomdess what the Lord had done. Yet she had to
acknowledge His grace openly, and so must you.iShewoman sick and faint, who for twelve years
has been growing weaker and weaker, yet when sheailed she must come forward and confess the
cure. Does this seem harsh to you? Surely it iseth&t she can do, and she ought to do it of heraw
cord. Yet if silence might have been allowed in @age, hers was so delicate a matter that she might
have had the doubtful privilege of receiving mengthout acknowledging it.

In addition to this, remember thite Savior did not court publicityde laid no injunction upon those
whom He healed that they should tell everyone efrttarvel. He did not seek fame or observation; He
did not strive nor cry, nor cause His voice to leard in the streets. In several cases He badestiiech
ones tell no man what was done, and in this caskadegiven the cure without any open request for it
Might she not from this conclude that her secrétoédaith was approved, and that it might contimue
secret, since it had gained the blessing? You reagon in that way about yourself, and say thatsJesu
does not need that you should testify for Him. kdiat is true that He does not need anything gfain
us, but is this a fit way of treating your Lord? Wmay say that quietude on your part would be excus
ble, but as the Savior did not think so in this vaors case, | believe that He will not think so ouy
case. | trust that in His mercy He will deal witbuyas with her, and compel you to come out and own
the wonders of His grace.

There was another reason why she might have thalghheed not make a public confession, and
that was, thathe Savior was at that time exceedingly occupidde multitude thronged Him, and He
was on the way to the house of the ruler of theagggue, to attend to his child; she would onlytogp-s
ping Him in His career of love. Should the Savierdetained for her? Already Jairus did not lookrupo
her very cheerfully when he saw that Jesus stofgrdukr, what would he do if she caused a stilglem
delay? Besides, she might naturally argue, “Whyukhsuch an insignificant person as | am detain the
prophet? What am | that | should take up even argkof His time? Jairus is before me; let him thise
turn. | have the blessing, and there is no neeatktain the Lord.” You know how ready we are to make
excuses when a duty is not pleasant; | supposa®uery handy at it yourself. But now since this e
cuse, if it ever occurred to the woman, was sospalied of, | would advise you also to cast away all
subterfuges, and remember that it is written, “hi with his heart believes, and with his mouth esak
confession of Him, shall be saved,” or quoting gonadly plain Scripture, “He that believes and ip-ba
tized shall be saved.” The faith and the confessi@put together by the Holy Spirit; what God has
joined together let no man put asunder.

Excuse might also have been found for the healedamoin the fact, thdter cure would make itself
known by its results/Vhen she reached home everybody would see thavateuite another person,
and when they asked how it came to pass, she teluthiem all about it. They would see in her life
best evidence of the work of our Lord upon heiit st better to speak by your life than by youynsP?
Exactly so, and herein lies the apparent forcénisfeéxcuse for disobedience. It needs seen trutedp
a falsehood on its legs. Note well that this womeas not permitted to withhold the open avowal af he
indebtedness to Christ, even though it was cetta@hher health and her conduct would witness ® Hi
power.l know what you say, “I need not join a churchahde a Christian at home. Better live a Christian
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life than wear a Christian name.” My friend, we eaeproposed to you that you should put the weaoing
Christian name in the place of a Christian life—wae solemnly spoken the reverse of such a nofin.
would earnestly remind you of our Savior's wordshése things ought you to have done, and not te hav
left the other undone.” Attention to one duty isjastification for the neglect of another. | chasgei, diso-

bey not in any point. Confess your Lord; own wha likhs done for you, and be sure that the outcome of
your life supports your confession. Have the shafjodly living by all means, but crown it with tlvapital

of a brave confession.

Another pretext might have served this woman, & desired an excuse. She might truthfully have
said, “It is evident thaan open confession is not essential to my curel, &n cured.” She was healed
immediately, and it is added, that she felt in bedy that she was healed of that plague; so that sh
knew that she was healed, and it was clear thavawal of her faith was not necessary to her recgiv
that great gift from the Lord. Hence, many arguB ‘tonfess Christ and join with His people is not
necessary to my salvation.” Who said it was? Opmeriession is not necessary, no, is not permititd, t
you are saved. How could this woman have made anfession of a cure till she was cured? But being
cured, it then became necessary that she shoufdssoit; not necessary to the cure, that is cleatr,
necessary because of the cure. It is always negefsgaa disciple to do what His Lord bids him.idt
essential for a soldier of the cross to follow @Gisptain’s orders. Jesus bids us let our light shdaee
we hide it? If we have received grace at His haidsvould have us confess that we have received it,
and surely our sense of justice makes it needfuli$do own our obligation.

Thus | have shown you that in her case many examsgist have been made, and yet, after all, it
would not have been a fitting thing if she had estohway in the crowd, and gone home cured without
praising and blessing her Lord. It would have bieher everlasting dishonor. | think she felt thisen
the Savior fixed those dear eyes of His upon hdrsaid, “Somebody has touched Me.” What a vision
of lovingkindness and peace it was to her! In a moinshe must have thought, “How foolish | was to go
behind Him! The very look of His face is comfotietglance of His eye is joy. He would have granted
my request with a smile.” When she saw what He s and perceived the right royal bearing of The
Bountiful One, she blushed that she had thoughktdal a cure from one so ready to give it. Thetsigh
Him was rebuke enough for her clandestine snatcthegblessing. As to going away then without
thanking Him, why, | think the moment she saw Higjestic mercy, the divine royalty of His goodness,
she could not do otherwise than fall at His feat sorship such a glorious Lord. Within herself $bk
that it was a marvelous cure which had come toblges touch of Him, and she could not praise Him
enough. The stones would have cried out againsif lstre had not confessed His miracle of gracious
power, and the earth would have refused to beasugh a monster of ingratitude. Instantly she fell
down before Him, and told Him all the truth. Thetlghts of her heart were revealed by her Lord, and
never was Jesus more truly adored than by this peature, whose silence stood rebuked by her kord’
love, and condemned by His immeasurable goodness!

Il. Secondly, HER HIDING WAS NOT PERMITTED BY THE SAVR | told you, in the opening
of the discourse, that to have let her story finsthout bringing her out would have been an encour
agement to that practical denial of Christ whichsists in concealing our faith in Him. The unearthi
of this woman from her hiding place was worked g Savior Himself, and therefore, with all its ap-
parent roughness, we may be sure that it was tieekt thing that could have been done. Her being
brought out had the best of consequences.

For, first, an open confession on her part was fué@d reference to the Lord’s glorBeloved, the
miracles of Christ were the seals which God gavElitomission. He was a man sent of God, and the
wondrous things that He did proved that God waé Witm. If the wonders which He worked were not
made known, the seals of His mission would have lveacealed, and so would have lost much of their
effect. How would men know that He was the veryi§thif they never heard that the sick were healed?
If this woman concealed her cure others might dostime, and if they all did it, then Christ’s corami
sion would have no visible endorsement from thedLGwod. | should like to impress this idea upon
those of you who do not confess your Lord; whateseight for you to do is right for other peopte t
do. If it is right for one Christian not to confeS#rist, and join a church, it must be allowabledther
Christians to do the same. Where would be churchieere would be the continuance of gospel ordi-
nances, and for that matter, who would be bounidet@ preacher if no one is even bound to make an
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open profession? fou may go to heaven by the backstairs so may |, andisgrand entrance to the
kingdom may be deserted. Who will care to go tovkaay the open way, with all its responsibilitydan
opposition, if you can just as easily take the smaayl behind the hedges, and slink into glory witho
observation? It will not do, brethren, if we coresidvhat the Lord Jesus Christ deserves of us, and h
our open confession tends to certify His missiome Thange worked in the spiritual and moral condi-
tion of the saved is God’s attestation of the ghsp®l if this is not to be spoken of, how is therld to
know that God has sent the gospel at all?

Further, remember thatur Lord’s miracles were illustrative of His teaoki Properly viewed, the
miracles of Christ are the pictures of a volumevbich His sermons are the letterpress. You fBke
lllustrated London Newsnd you get the description of a public buildiagthe account of a grand cer-
emony; you are glad of the printed account, but g@ihelped more to form an idea of the whole busi-
ness by the engravings. You would not like to litgewoodcut, which is the chief feature of valughie
paper. Now, in our Savior's ministry His words wéhe letterpress, and His miracles were the engrav-
ings. If the engraving is to be torn away, or pasieer, a great injury is done to the paper, areheso
our Lord’s teaching would be greatly marred if m&acles were concealed. | showed you last Lord’'s
Day morning, that the healing of this woman wasamderfully instructive incident; how could it re-
main unknown? Must it be passed over to gratifyfear? Must Jesus work this wonder, and nobody
ever hear about it? As God is seen in His worksreétion, Jesus is seen in His miracles of grakall S
we rob Him of His glory? God forbid that we should Him this serious dishonor. When first | knew
the Lord, if anybody had said to me, “You will behamed to confess Christ although He has saved you.
The day will come when you will blush to own Hisnma,” | should have felt indignant at the sugges-
tion. Why, | wanted to tell everybody of the Saisdove. If there had been nobody else to hearime,
should have had to tell the cat. | felt like Bunydid when he said he wanted to tell the crows @n th
plowed land all about it. | cannot understand how that you who know the Savior, or think you do,
can imagine it to be right to hide away, and cayethe glory of Christ. Oh, tell it! Tell it all éhworld
over that He has healed us, forgiven us, and sased

But the confession had to be mdde the sake of otherdDo any of you wish to live unto your-
selves? If you do, you need saving from selfishnielsave seen it brought as a charge against elrange
cal religion that we teach men to look to their asafvation first, and that this is a kind of spiat self-
ishness. Ah, but if that salvation means salvatiom selfishness, where is the selfishness oftit® &
very material point in salvation to be saved froandmess of heart and carelessness about othegglDo
want to go to heaven alone? | fear you will nevertlgere. Have you no wish for others to be saved?
Then you are not saved yourself. Be sure of thdtaMié the most natural plan to use for the salwaoif
others but to bear your own personal testimony?1@ud healed this woman for the good of the whole
crowd. They must have all been astonished whenhbayd her story. He did it especially for the good
of Jairus. Jairus’ little daughter had been livimegelve years, and this poor woman had been dying
twelve years—note the exact time in each case\5trere was a loud call to Jairus in this curexe
ercise faith in Jesus, and it must have greatlpdttlhis faith, which was not quite as strong as it
seemed.

Do you not think that her public declaration wagquieed for the good of our Lord’s disciples?
When they heard her story, did they not treasuup itand speak of it to one another in later dags,
thereby strengthen each other’s faith? The rememsbraf these remarkable miracles, which they saw
their Master work would serve them in good steatinmes of persecution. Beloved, had not the Lord an
eye even to you and to me, who were to be bornibygkhace centuries later on? Do you not think that
He fetched the healed one out on purpose thabéigy put into the gospel might bring out hiddee®n
throughout all generations? Did not our Lord foeefigat many would be encouraged to touch the hem
of His garment by faith through hearing of her Qfdwus, you see, the trembling woman must own her
Lord, that her Lord’s household may be blessecether

But especially she had to do tlicg her own goodThe Savior had designs of love in bringing this
poor trembler forward before all the people. BywtHe saved her from a host of fears which wouldehav
haunted her. Suppose she had gone home healedadmaver confessed it; surely she would have felt
uneasy. A sense of having stolen the blessing witheave or license would have caused her uneasy
dreams and sad apprehensions. She would worrylherdethe fear that the disease would soon return
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again, or that she would die from a fearful judgm&esides, she would have said to herself, “I ltas

tle better than a thief. | did not come in by tle®d but climbed over the wall. | am afraid it wgib hard
with me at the Day of Judgment. Will a man rob Gétd®e not | robbed the Savior Himself?” All such
fears were rendered impossible by her open cowiesand that which followed upon it. Jesus assured
her that He had taken no offense; He wished héate no fears, for, said He, “Your faith has saved
you. Go in peace.”

She had been a very timid and trembling womannbut she would shake off all improper timidity.
| have known many persons cured of timidity by aogniorward to confess Christ. | could mention cas-
es of persons who have been very retiring, ancshaable to say a word upon any subject, but when
they joined the church and were baptized, theinaqmnfession broke the ice, and the waters of their
were set in motion. Our Lord removes this infirmity our obedience, “in keeping His commandments
there is great reward.”

Our Lord also gave her an increased blessing afterconfession. Perhaps the Lord is reserving
some great favor for some of you when you avowrtdime. You hide indoors, and He allows you milk
enough to live upon, but if you would come out aodfess Him, He would feed you with the strong
meat of the kingdom. You would become a braver mode useful person if you would take up your
cross. You are now like Saul, the son of Kish, tgdamong the stuff; come out and be a king. Confess
what Christ has done for you. For what did the &agive her?

He gave her clearly to know her relationship to Hie said, “Daughter” | do not know that the
Savior ever called any other woman daughter, fomide guarded in His speech to women, but to this
one woman He said, “Daughter.” Oh, may the Lorcegrembling ones to see and feel the near and dear
relationship which exists between Christ and teeirls! May your sonship come up before your minds
most vividly, as a reward of obedience. May Jesysts some of you, “Son, be of good comfort,” or to
another, “Daughter, be of good cheer, your faith $aved you.” “What would | give,” says one, “if Je
sus would call me ‘daughter™! Give Him your whdelf by believing in Him, and confession of Him,
and see if He does not reveal to you His love. Whaice revelations you lose through sinful silehce
cannot tell you, but assuredly you miss many amhgevord from your Lord’s own lip. If you will not
own Him, how can you expect Him to give you theispif adoption? If you receive instead the spofit
bondage you cannot wonder.

Next, note that our Lord gave her joyousness. He, sBaughter, be of good comfort.” Smooth
those wrinkles from your brow, My daughter—

“Why should the children of a king

Go mourning all their days?”
“Be of good comfort.” Ah, friends! You hang yourduds. Perhaps if you had grace enough to own Jesus
more fully, you would hold your heads up, and the svould shine into your faces, and you would
march joyfully all the rest of your lives. | advigeu to try it. One of the best medicines for lopwrits
will be found in a courageous obedience to Jesaspkclose to the Crucified and your own cross will
grow light in fellowship with Him.

Next, notice that He gave a commendation to héh,fa¥our faith has made you whole.” Why, it
was not her faith which made her whole, was it? big, Jesus puts His own crown upon the head of
faith. It is always safe for Jesus to crown falibcause faith always crowns Jesus. Her faith wanid
swer, “Lord, | did nothing, You did it all,” andheérefore, Jesus ascribes her healing to her fidibin
much | desire that you, who are now afraid of yown faith, would win your Lord’s praise by coming
out and bearing witness to what He has done for Jban will you not only believe, but also know tha
you have believed, and end forever your presete sfamiserable doubt.

Then the Lord gave her a word of precious quietihg said, “Go in peace.” As much as to say: Do
not stop in this crowd, to be pushed about or dtate but go home in quietness. Go home to your
house, and to your friends, with a light heart.i8lvell. You enjoy My favor. | have called you, {gh-
ter, and | will never disown you. | have blessed,yand you shall be blessed. | give you peace dh ea
and peace in heaven. O you that do love the Lord taust Him, but yet have never declared youhfait
according to His command, you say, “We do not kriew it is, but while we hear of God’s people
having great peace we do not enjoy it.” You carexgiect to have peace, and yet be disobedientulf yo
do not side with Jesus, do you expect Him to bgoat side? You shall have bread and water, so that
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your soul shall be kept alive, but you cannot tés¢ewines on the lees, nor the fat things fulinafrrow,

so long as you do not confess your Lord. The desndif the cupboard are not for disobedient children
Are you ashamed of Jesus? How, then, can you expiectto give you the kisses of His mouth? That
He should save you will be more than His promisg,as He loves you, He must and will discipline you
unless you confess His name and His work. Why dolgee present comfort by neglect? All in the train
of faith will go to heaven, but why do so many ritled class, or even get into cattle-cars? Whyriost
first class? To be out-and-out for Christ is teerfiast class. Confess your Lord. Determine newdritle
your colors. Be heart and soul a Christian. LiveJesus, and be ready to die for Him, this is tdgo
heaven first class, and why should you not? Why yaiti be fretting and fuming, moaning and mourn-
ing, when you might as well be singing and dan@nd feasting in the presence of your Lord and His
household? Do you hesitate to own your Lord andt&&@sAh, me! How shall | sufficiently grieve over
you? Let not another day pass over your headdul lyave left Cowards’ Castle and come into thesank
of the army of the Lord of hosts.

lll. Thus | have already reached my last point, YOUR INI® OUGHT TO BE ENDED. “Whom
are you speaking to, sir?” Well, not to you, de&rfds, who are always to the front, lifting thenbar
of the cross. “Whom are you speaking to, sir?” ©a,ymy friend, if you are really a disciple, butiss-
ly, for fear of the Jews. If you keep yourself twuyself, it is to you that | am speaking, and lice$
press upon you your obligationd/hat do you owe to my Lord¥du are washed from your uncleanness.
You are clothed with the robe of righteousness. #oeiaccepted in the Beloved. You know that you
have passed from death to life. Unless fearfullgtaken, you know that you are the Lord’s. Wellnthe
own it. Do not be ashamed to take your place inctoss-bearing procession, and follow the Lamb
wherever He goes. By your love to Jesus, do nattiuthe right, seeking your own ease, or to tffie le
aiming at the peace of others, but go straight berev duty and Jesus lead you. This is still the teay
honor and immortality.

Do you not thinkyou owe something to the church of Gatijch kept the gospel alive in the world
for you to hear? Did not a band of godly men ananeo meet together, and see that the gospel was
preached? Was it not so that you were saved? Skoulahot help to keep that church going by whose
means you were brought to Jesus?

May | be permitted also to say, | thiglou owe something to the minister who led you suge
What a cheer it is to us when we get a letter foora who has found the Lord through our teaching, an
better still, when face to face we meet one whothested the Savior through our poor instrumentalit
Those who are sowers of the seed know what a jey/td see it spring up. Who are the people who
cause us needless depression? Who are those witmldineedful encouragement? Why, those who do
not come out and tell what grace has done for tit@mnthe sake of those who labor among you in word
and doctrine, | beseech you come forward. Commatitgde should lead you to let us know that our
labor is not in vain in the Lord.

Besidesyou owe it to yourselveére you going to be mere bats, fluttering out wimene will ob-
serve you, and hiding from the light? Are you gotogoe like mice, which only come out at night to
nibble in the pantry? Quit yourselves like men! Quythat are hidden in the clefts of the rocks thet
Savior hear your voices, and see your countenances!

You owe it to your familyyou should tell your household what grace hassdon you. Many a per-
son wonders that his sons and daughters do nobturwell, when he himself has never been openly on
the Lord’s side. “Oh,” says one, “but then | amhtigh my heart.” But is the light within to be shu in
a dark lantern? Who is to read a closed book? Wt twasee in the shop-window of your life some of
the goods which are stored in the warehouse of lgeart, or how can you trade for your Lord? When a
man boldly says, “I believe in Jesus,” and provdsyihis actions, it has a holy influence upondhs-
dren, his servants, his companions; do you not@ésiinfluence them aright?

Do you not thinkyou owe it to your neighbors to show your colovgRy, there are whole streets in
this city where scarcely a single person goesplaee of public worship. Should he slink therefdsif
ashamed of it? What is to become of us if theelisihlt loses its savor? There are regions in ttysrc
which dwell hundreds of thousands of inhabitantliich attendance at public worship is so scaray th
the churches and chapels have only a sprinklingeople. Should not you that love the Lord be very
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earnest to let it be known that there is still al@G@ be worshipped, a Savior to be trusted? Inetlesd
days above all others—

“You that are men now serve Him,

Against unnumbered foes;

Your courage rise with danger,

And strength to strength oppose.”
Many crowd around Him when Christ is on the winnivand. What is the worth of their hosannas? The
style of man that a crucified Christ delights irhiss who follows his Lord in the day of blasphemyl an
reproach. A true soldier of Jesus can stand ufitord alone. He is as true to Jesus when hieeis t
only one as he would be if all the million wenteafhim. Blessed is he who is not offended with Sesu
nor ashamed of His cross. O you saved ones, ruwyoupcolors; fly them at the masthead, nail them
there, and never let the enemy take them downh@hGod would move everyone here that has been a
little shy or backward to go without the camp amedrithe Lord’s reproach!

Now let mehear some of your objections, and answer thiehope | have been answering them all
through my sermon. Here is one. “Well, you know, EMpurgeon, | am such an insignificant person. It
cannot make any difference what | do.” Yes, and thoman was a very insignificant person—only a
woman! When | speak thus in English, it is a vemgaillant speech, but if a Rabbi had said it in &l
day, it would not have seemed at all out of pldoe,they taught that no holy person ought, in the
streets, to allow a woman'’s dress to touch hint,Hesshould be defiled thereby. They thought that i
scribe tried to teach a woman the law, he dishahtine law by doing so. Religious men lightly es-
teemed women in the Savior's day. Our divine Loegtar gave the slightest sanction to such an abomi-
nable spirit, and | am not going to lend any samcto your saying, “I am only a poor feeble woman.”
God thinks much of the lowly; you must not talk 8&sides, many of you do not think so meanly of
yourselves as you pretend to do when you want ¢adayour duty. Do not excuse yourselves through
pretended humility. If the Lord bought you with Hikod, you are not so insignificant that you can b
allowed to deny Him your service.

“But coming out and joining a church, and all thatsuch an ordeal.” So it may be. In this woman’s
case, it was a far greater ordeal than it can lyewo Picture her, with her delicacy of feelingll@a into
the midst of all that crowd to confess her cureaddeto sink into the earth! An unclean person wad h
broken the ceremonial law! How she longed to hidesélf away! Yet the tender Lord, for her own sake,
would have her stand forth, and what seemed arabbdeEame a joy. Jesus does not excuse one of His
healed ones from owning the work of His grace. Ardady, who has long since gone to glory, was
once an honored member of this church; it was WBdsgoyne, and when she wished to unite with us
she said to me, “Dear sir, | cannot go before theah. It is more than | can manage to make a senfe
sion of Christ before the memberstold her that we could make no exception for atyh and especially
not for her, who was so well established in théhféihat she could surely answer a few questionereef
those who were brethren and sisters in the Loré. &tme bravely, and spoke most sweetly for her.Lord
Some of you may remember her, with her sweet coanige, and venerable bearing. When she had owned
her Lord, she put both her hands on mine, andesaihatically, “With all my heart | thank you forighl
shall never be ashamed of Christ now. When ariatacfriends call upon me | will speak to them oy m
Lord.” She did so constantly. You never found $lew to introduce the gospel, whoever might be .

She frequently said to me, “Oh, what a training thas for me! | might have been a timid one all days if
I had not made that confession before the chumdbw | say to you, if it is an ordeal, undergo it ©hrist’s
sake. But, indeed, it should be a pleasure to awm kord among His own disciples.

“Alas!” says one, “I could not tell of what the Labhas done for me, because mine is such a sorrow-
ful story. You know what | used to be, sir, sovgregrace has made me to differ, but my former life
silences me!” Was it not so with this woman? Howldacshe tell her story? But then it was to the glor
of God, and so “she told Him all the truth.” Whateyou were before you were converted, never boast
of it, but at the same time do not deny it, butdroyour Savior. Remember how often Paul tells uatwh
he was before conversion? If any rake up your oldanswer that it is sadly true, but you have been
washed, and much has been forgiven you. Own thatwere the chief of sinners, and that even now
you are less than the least of all saints, butLtirel has brought you from death to life to the glof
His name.
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“I have so little to tell,” says one. That is a go@ason why you should tell it; for it will be @lie
easier for you to do so. He that has little to $ikbuld tell it straight away. | will give you nahe@r an-
swer than that. But still, if you can tell that therd Jesus has washed you in His precious bloda, |
not think it is a little thing to tell. If you casay, “Whereas | was blind, now | see,” say it, dodnot
think it a little thing. Once you thought it theegtest fact you could possibly know; think so .sbibn’t
garnish the story, but state it just as it happened

“But perhaps people may not believe me.” Did | y@l that you were to make them believe you? Is
that your business? You are to do right, whatevercbnsequences may be. But they will believe you,
you deserve to be believed. When we meet togethbeleevers, and hear the story of a sinner sayed b
grace, we are none of us suspicious; sometimegeava kitle too quick to believe and are apt todee
ceived. Do not fear that you will be distrusted.nf&ss your faith at any rate, and God will blesaryo
testimony.

“Ah!” says one, “but suppose after | had confesSédst | should become as bad as ever.” Suppose
that this woman had supposed such a sad thinghathdaid, “O Lord | cannot confess that You have
healed me, for | do not know how | may be in sixmhs’ time.” She was not so mistrustful. “But sup-
pose the Lord should leave me, and suffer me teelédim.” Yes, and suppose you were to leave off
supposing anything of the sort, and just take Hgise as it stands. “He that believes in Him has¢e
lasting life.” “He that believes and is baptizedte saved.” Do you believe His word? Then lagas
such suspicions. Jesus does not give us a trumigeenporary salvation; He does not save us for &qua
ter of a year and then leave us. If saved by Hiou, will be forever saved! He is the Author of etdrn
salvation. If He gives you a new heatrt, it is a rieart, and will never become an old one. If Hes plaé
water of life within you, He does not put it thexe you sprinkle the pavement before your shopen th
morning, which is soon dried up, but he says, “Wager that | shall give him shall be in him a wal
water springing up into everlasting life.” Wherrdgted Christ, | did not trust Him to save me forear
or two, but forever. When you go the heavenly jeyrrtake a ticket all the way through. Some of our
friends take a ticket to the next station, and thesh out to get another. Take your ticket for e
Jerusalem, and not for a halfway house. The trdimever break down, and the track will never bmt
up. If you can trust Jesus Christ to carry youtlgioto glory, He will do it. Let not that fear disb you.

“Ah!” says one more, “it seems too good to be tiueannot think that such a one as | may dare to
link myself with the Lord Jesus Christ, who is sea and so glorious.” Yet this is your only hojgeu
are only saved through being in Christ. This maydmegreat, too good for us to imagine, but then we
need not imagine it; it is clearly revealed in thiallible Word of God. He that believes in Jessi®ne
with Him. Come, then, and own that blessed oneness.

Be one with Christ today in His humiliation, anduyshall be one with Him by-and-by in His glory.
Be despised and ridiculed for His sake, and yol bbeahonored and glorified with Him in the day whe
He appears. God bless you for Christ’s sake! Amen.
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