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“Against whom when the accusers stood up, they lgbtinone accusation of such things as |
supposed: but had certain questions against hintladir own superstition, and of one Jesus,
which was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive.”

Acts 25:18, 19.

FESTUS is giving to King Agrippa a brief accounttbé matter between Paul and the Jews. It may
not be a very accurate account, for Festus diprafess to understand the business. He was a Roman
governor newly come to Judea, he had no acquamtahatever with Jewish Scriptures nor with Jewish
laws, he is, therefore, merely giving to King Agrgpa rough and ready outline of the affair asritct
him. He had never thought it worth his specialrdtte, but he was a little puzzled how he shouftee
sent the matter to Caesar, to whom Paul had aghdadstus is represented by our translators asgall
the Jewish religion a “superstition.” | hardly tkihe would have used so harsh a term before Agrippa
who professed to be of the Jewish faith. But yethe probably knew that Agrippa’s religion did fiet
very deep, and was the mere appendage of a maslubh, Festus was not very particular about the
word which he used, and he lighted upon one whialg mean “superstition” as the Authorized Version
has it, or “religion” as the Revised Version has'Well, well,” he seems to say to Agrippa, “I dotn
know much about it. | supposed, when the Jews Inotlgs man before me, that he would be charged
with a breach of the Roman law, and | was preparedpurse, to deal with the prisoner, but wheis-| |
tened to their accusation, and found that therengdising in it but some disputes about their reingil
hardly knew what to say. Their controversy is intpot to them, | dare say, but it can be of no conse
guence either to you or to me, for it turned venyclmupon a person of the name of Jesus, which was
dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive.”

| want you to notice that, rough and ready asdlesscription is, and neither full nor deep, yet loa t
surface we see that in the controversy we havesdahg condition of things as we usually see in such
conflicts. On the one side Paul’'s opponents fowgtit the weapons of “certain questions,” and on the
other hand he defended himself with a bold affiforat This is the old story of speculation against
dogmatism. It is always the way; the adversariethefcross of Christ assert nothing, but they goest
everything. They will not lay down a basis, norideftheir opinions. If they would do this, we might
soon demolish their fabrics of falsehood, but ladittthey propound is “certain questions.” On theeot
hand, those who are witnesses for the Lord Jesiss litle care about questions, speculations, aed t
boasted outcome of cultured thought; but theymafitertain definite facts; they affirm these to bewa
elation from God, and there they stand. Brethreis, iat least, a hopeful token when we are orsitie
of the affirmation. As to that side which is abundanly in questions, what can be the practicalealf
its contentions? Can ten thousand questions egisiétyaconscience? Can a myriad of speculationklyie
comfort for the dying hour? Are we helped forwandrnue holiness, or even converted to the wayfef li
by questions? Let us take hold upon truths whiehsarrely revealed, the things which we have tasted,
and handled, and verified, and, holding theseligaitly and heartily, let us resolve to hold thearthe
end. Let us accept that which has come to us bglagen of the Holy Spirit, and let us stand firmly
therein, as Paul did when he affirmed that Jesissakge. Let us plainly declare definite truth afiah
we are not ashamed—truth which are often dispuietdican never be disproved.

Another thing is very noticeable in this somewHgipant account of the whole affair by Festus,
namely, that he noticed that the Jews raised cegagstions about opinions, superstitious or religj
but Paul made a statement concerning a personwRauseen with half an eye to be the more conscien-
tious and the more religious of the two, but $tifl religion resolved itself into attachment toeagon—
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“one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmedetallve.” Brethren, the hinge of the controversy
must ever turn upon our Lord, His divine nature, suthority of His teaching, and especially the mea
ing of His death and resurrection. Did He die aserifice for sin according to Old Testament prephe
cy? Did He justify many by bearing their iniquitke®id He this, or did He not? The side which Paul
takes is that which magnifies Jesus. He finds hisfdreasure in the person of the Savior. MaySpe-

it of God lead us more and more to contend for slestho is not only the Author and Finisher of our
faith, but the sum and substance of it! Son of Godi, yet Son of man; eternal, yet born into thislayo
our Sacrifice, and yet our Prophet, Priest and Kegarer of our sorrow and fountain of our joy;rsac
fice for our transgression, and yet source of gyhteousness; Jesus Christ is our all in all! Garthifl
that we should glory save in His cross, for we phe@hrist crucified. God forbid that we should ever
despair of His triumph, for we affirm that He isval able to save unto the uttermost those thatecom
unto God by Him. Oh, for a deeper love to our Lbiithself, loving doctrine, precept, and ordinance fo
His dear sake; rejoicing most of all, that, He $iveince because He lives we shall live also. Magne
the blindest observer of our lives be forced tothae Jesus holds the most prominent place in tlaioh,
that the battle of our existence is for Jesusjiging Lord!

We will give more consideration this morning to therds of Festus than he gave to them himself.
May the Spirit of God give us a blessing while weiew this superficial utterance of an utterly vadyl
man! Seen in its true light, it may be instructiveus.

First, let us observe thaue gospel preaching is full of Jest®aul spoke so much of Him that an ir-
religious heathen magistrate perceived that heespbKone Jesus.” Secondly, note tigaspel preach-
ing makes much of the resurrectidor this is implied in what Festus says of PaalfSrmation, and,
thirdly, gospel preaching affirms that Jesus who died igealihe great contention was concerning “one
Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmed to ve.ali

I. To begin with; TRUE GOSPEL PREACHING IS FULL OF JES Jesus is the most notable fig-
ure in Christian testimony. The apostle Paul, whveenmay regard as a model in preaching, exercised a
ministry which was always full of our Lord JesusriSh

Following the historical connection of the versédoe us, we note that he preacli@dsus to multi-
tudes unknown.Festus evidently knew not Jesus, for he speakinofas “one Jesus.” He mentions the
name as belonging to some obscure individual ofrvhe knew nothing, and cared less. The great ones
of the earth know nothing of the King of kings. 8etd, to this day this is the wonder of wondera th
the incarnate God is not known. The world whichrigde knows Him not. He came at first to His own
nation, who had been studying the prophecies caimgeHim. Even to the jots and tittles had theydstu
ied those prophecies, and yet, when He came whdheaslear fulfilment of them all, they knew Him
not, for had they known Him, they would not havaadified the Lord of glory. When He was born into
the world, there was no room for Him in the inn,endn there is room for everybody. No palace gave
welcome to the more than royal child. He was oftibase and lineage of David, but they did not per-
ceive in Him the answer to their question, “Whexéde that is born King of the Jews?” His birthhs t
starting point of the age, and yet it was almostrumously ignored by those who wielded the recaydin
pen of history. His was the most extraordinary tifat ever passed before mortal eyes, and yet itiav |
notice was taken of it! Beyond Palestine it seeotsnen to have awakened curiosity. He died, aed th
to the people most concerned in Him He became Jdases, which was dead.” The new Roman procu-
rator, and myriads like him, well informed upon ethmatters, hardly knew His name, and only men-
tioned half of it when they spoke of “one JesusicWwhwvas dead.” Brethren, this is why we must keep o
preaching Jesus Christ, because He is still de kttown. The masses of this city are as ignoradee
sus as Festus was. You can never have a congmregatmy of our places of worship and feel suré¢ tha
they all know Jesus. If you gather in the outsidess the street you may be sure that the stodestis
will be news to them. We call this a Christian ctvynbut it would be very difficult to prove thdtis so.

If we took certain lines of observation as to therah and religious conduct of our fellow men, we
should logically arrive at the conclusion that we lin a heathen rather than in a Christian citill ®e
world knows Him not. As a sun He shines on all egesl yet men do not see Him; as an atmosphere He
surrounds all life, and yet men do not perceive Hiet this sad fact constrain us to fill our teahi
with Christ. As Gideon'’s fleece dripped with dew,lst us saturate our ministry with Christ. Be ir®
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truthfully to say, “We preach Christ crucified.” Ve this always and evermore, not by accidentplyut
continual design.

Paul preachedesus, who was despised by maRfye language of Festus is not only that of igno-
rance, but in a measure that of contempt. He spefal@e Jesus, which was dead.” Jesus is evidently
nothing to Festus, and Festus does not imagineJdgts is very much to King Agrippa. Probably he
was quite right; Jesus was nobody among the radKaastion and culture of the period. Behold the un-
learned of the day, if you speak to them of theagfacrifice and the wondrous atonement made by
blood, they scarcely hearken to you, for such highgs are not for them. They are so hardly pressed
with daily labor and slender pay that they canhotlt of sin, and sacrifice, and salvation, but tlask,
“What has the poor working man to do with religidi®as, that this folly should be so prevalent! The
you turn to the learned, and hope that here, atatey due attention will be given to the greatvebof
reconciling love. Alas! It is not so. To these medicated ones the doctrine of the cross is fandiss
They ask for something new, something more philbsgh. Substitution and sacrifice—they will have
none of them. The story of the league of justicéh\grace, the reconcilement of holiness with meigy,
beneath their notice. They are too cultured toelvelithe common faith, too wise to accept that which
God has revealed unto babes. Beloved brethrehotild never cause us doubt when we see many des
pising our Lord, for this is nothing new, and nathiunexpected. Did He tell us that if we preached i
His name all men would receive us? No, He warnethasthe contrary result would follow. Did not
His apostles assure us that the offense of thes ¢rad not ceased? Is not Christ crucified a sturgbli
block and foolishness to carnal men? If all men rebived our message with a ready gratitude, we
might have questioned the truth of Scripture, basmuch as they fight against it, we may see sahi
argument for its truth, since we were told of didtt“the natural man receives not the things ofSpg-
it of God; for they are foolishness unto him.”

Gospel preaching is also full of Jesus Christ ia thspect, thave do not conceal His deathestus
notes that the conflict was concerning “one Jesisch was dead.” The Jews said He was dead, and
Paul also confessed that He was dead; there wdgsagreement between them over that matter. Hear,
then, the debate. “What! Did your Leader die?” “YHg was crucified.” “Did you not say He was di-
vine?” “Yes.” “Yet is He dead?” “It is even so0.” ‘& you spoke of His leading you on to victory?” “So
we did.” “Yet He is dead?” “Yes, He died at Calvdr{How, then, can your boasting stand?” “We be-
lieve that by His death He has gained the victony accomplished His great purpose.” “But how did He
die?” He died the death of a felon upon a gallddis.enemies nailed Him to a cross, and put Him to a
death which was reserved for slaves. We confess ybs, we glory in it! We tell you, too, that Hetn
only died that which was a penal death externally,He actually and truly died such a death. “He wa
made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursedviergone that hangs on a tree.” Isaiah said of Hirhe
Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all,” andan, “He was numbered with the transgressors and H
bare the sin of many.” His death was the equivaenhat penal death which was our just desertr Hea
how He cries, “Is it nothing to you, all you thatgs by? Behold, and see if there is any sorromuike
My sorrow, which is done unto Me, wherewith the d.¢vas afflicted Me in the day of His fierce anger.”
We glory that our Lord Jesus was put to death asitg the sin of many. This we hold and teach; not
defending it, nor apologizing for it, but affirmingwith all boldness, with the desire that we nteyun-
derstood. If any quibble at this teaching, we db therefore conceal it; we expected that it woudd b
quibbled at. We desire more and more to obtrudettiith of substitution whenever we preach, and to
make it the head and front of our gospel. As tlezén serpent was lifted up upon the pole, and was b
no means concealed, even so would we set forthlpldie sufferings and death of our Lord Jesud, tha
sinners may look to Him and live. This is the hgbenen—the sacrifice of Jesus proclaimed with great
plainness of speech. Jesus is to be believed timeasin-bearing Lamb of God; believed in as dyimg t
death of the cross that we might live through Hirhat only is gospel preaching which has this fer it
subject and spirit. A Christless gospel is a usetgspel. Our sermons should be so perfumed with Je
sus that never should a congregation gather arataepwithout perceiving a savor of Christ. Even-pe
ple who are not saved by it should yet be madentmkthat we preach Christ crucified. In such a case
we have done our work successfully, even if sotdsnat saved, for we are unto God a sweet savor of
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Christ, as well in them that perish as in them #ratsaved, if we have exalted the Lord Jesusbante
witness to His power to save.

Beloved, | would have you further note thiate gospel preaching will be full of Jesus as Elee-
vealed in the Old Testamem@ur apostle, when he spoke before King Agrippantvam to declare that
he had said “none other things than those whichptiophets and Moses did say should come: that
Christ should suffer, and that He should be thst tliat should rise from the dead, and should dighw
unto the people, and to the Gentiles.” Evidenthydis this astounding statement about Jesus hasging r
en from the dead and being yet alive that was uppst in the mind of Festus, so that when Paul re-
asserted it, he cried with a loud voice, “Paul, yva beside yourself;, much learning does make you
mad.” The learning he referred to was his studghefancient books of the Jews, the writings of Mose
and the prophets. Paul’s teaching paid as muchetefe to the ancient Scriptures as did that oJéve-
ish rabbis who were opposed to him; no, in verththe paid a far more real homage to the Bible than
they did. As for us, the Old Testament is prizedubyas much as the New. We do not preach Jesus as a
fresh arrival, the inventor of a new religion, floender of a novel way of salvation. No; we pre#uoh
Messiah of the Old Testament, whose gospel isostt in the types and in the teachings of Moses and
the prophets, “Jesus Christ the same yesterdaytodag, and forever.” Do not imagine that the rieligy
of Abraham was one thing and ours another; oulsiighe continuation of that gospel which was re-
vealed to all the faithful from the days of rightiscAbel until now. All who have spoken in the naofie
God have borne witness to the same truth. If youleveee a suffering Savior | need not refer yoth&
gospels but in the twenty-second Psalm behold ulidehgth portrait of Messiah in His agony. Hear
him cry, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Md@ark how they part His garments among
them, and cast lots upon His vesture, after thaxe lmerced His hands and His feet! No Evangelist,
even though he were an eyewitness, could have difagvpicture more to the life. Read also the fifty-
third of Isaiah. Where can you find a better dggmn of the Messiah’s sufferings than when you see
Him cut off out of the land of the living, strickdar the transgression of His people? Beloved Nbe/
Testament is the key to the Old, but the lock issuperseded by the key—no, it is made more useful.
We have not received a new religion; we worshipGoel of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, for He is
the God and Father of our Lord and Savior JesussCi®ur gospel has threads of many colors in it;
both the Old and New Testaments are set forthtimtihe glory of the one Christ who is the soleetav
tion of God. Every gospel sermon should set foesud scripturally, for it is not the Christ of fgnbut
the Christ of fact that saves the souls of men.

Let me add thatvhere the gospel is faithfully preached the reptoatChrist will not be shunned by
the preacherRead in the fifth verse of the twenty-fourth oft&¢qvow Paul won this reproach. His ad-
versaries said, “We have found this man a pestildidw, and a mover of sedition among all the Jews
throughout the world, and a ringleader of the s#dhe Nazarenes.” This was the reputation of Paul.
Well did Mr. Whitefield say, “There is no going teeaven as a minister except in a fool's cap and a
fool's coat.” There is no hope of preaching Chfathfully without being called by disrespectfulleis,
regarded as a fool, and reckoned among the vulghigmorant. Some kind of ugly name will always be
appended to the gospeller. Brethren, expect itaaadpt it! Bid farewell to a quiet life, if youselve to
be true to Jesus. Nothing excites such animosith@greaching of Jesus. The carnal mind ragdseat t
cross of Christ. That which would be to men theatgst comfort and the greatest joy, if they were in
their right minds, is their direst hate becausehsia perverted their judgments. Do not, | beseech y
imagine that it is possible, fairly and squaretypteach Jesus Christ and His gospel without gispt
position. | know a minister of whom one said, “Heai truly good man, and nobody ever says a word
against him.” Upon inquiry | heard a judicious mersay, “He preaches no error, but he avoids the ob
noxious side of the truth. What he preaches iseénaugh, no doubt, but it is not easy to say whiat i
Nine out of ten of his hearers could not say whsitphecise opinion may be, but he has a fine fléw o
words. Those who do know what he is preaching abeutlly say that, take it for all in all, there is
nothing in it.” Of course nobody opposes an indidti colorless, please-everybody gospel; it is not
worth anything. But speak clearly and distinctle tthoctrine of the great Sacrifice and you will lgrin
upon your head a shower of opposition; you will'dgestilent fellow” and “a ringleader of the seft
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the Nazarenes.” Gospel preaching does not cry,cégaeace,” where there is no peace, but it is the
sword which the Lord Jesus came to send upon title. ea

Once more. Jesus Christ must be preached in thgelgas the sum and substance of it all, for we
note concerning Paul, in this connection, that wikoenight be his hearer, his theme was the same; he
preached unto them Jesus. If he speaks to Felidpeg not only preach to him of “righteousness,-tem
perance, and judgment to come,” as some remindulisn the twenty-fourth verse of the twenty-fourth
chapter we are told that “after certain days, whelix came with his wife Drusilla, which was a Jese
he sent for Paul, and heard him concerning thi faiChrist.” The faith in Christ was the first igj that
Paul preached, and then he “reasoned of rightesastemperance, and judgment to come.” The foun-
dation of Christian morality is Christ Himself, atitbugh we do preach moral duties most earnesity, a
press them home upon the conscience, yet firstl afeapreach the faith of Jesus Christ. When Paul
spoke to Festus in the twenty-sixth chapter atwaaty-third verse, he told him that “Christ shosld-
fer, and that He should be the first that showdd from the dead.” It was this that made Festusuaty
because he was amazed at this strange truth camgdesus. So was it with Agrippa. Agrippa is farce
to feel that Paul is preaching Christ, for he ¢ri&®u almost persuade me to be a Christian.” Fekall
not merely persuade him to justice and righteousras he pressed him to yield himself to Christ. |
deed the whole of Paul's address goes to provpdher and glory of the Jesus by whom Paul had been
called to be an apostle. Now, beloved, as | resdbarl helping me, in my preaching to preach to you
nothing else save Jesus Christ, so | beseech iygour schools, in your families, in your publicms-
tries of any and every kind, begin and end witrudestho was dead and is alive. Declare His blessed
name, and proclaim the glory of His cross! God ibitinat you should place anything in front of your
testimony save Jesus crucified! Your gospel isldagoframe, let Jesus be the portrait which is huymng
in it.

Il. Secondly; GOSPEL PREACHING AFFIRMS THE RESURRECTION

Please notice, th&aul did not argue the resurrection, but affirmédHe did not prove it philosoph-
ically, but he affirmed that Jesus rose from thadjdecause such and such persons saw Him alere aft
He had risen. He did not merely say that it wadabde, that it was possible, that it was reasondhle
that it was so, for witnesses proved it. Two samHeleven saw Him, four hundred saw Him. He dealt
with the resurrection as common-sense personsadgigeany other fact of history, he quoted his auitho
ties, and affirmed that it was so. His withessesewmnest and true men, who dared to go to prisoah,
even to die on account of their statements. Theyrghing whatever to gain, and everything to loge
their testimonies. They stated that Jesus, whom khew to have been dead, had risen again, and had
given clear proofs that He was alive. This corrmerstof our faith is sure, and upon the certainty ofe
build our faith.

Paul asserted that the Savior had the pre-emin@meesurrection,and “that He should be the first
that should rise from the dead.” Several persose foom the dead before our Savior, but not in the
sense which Paul intended. Those mentioned in tier&tament were quickened for a time, but they
died after all, and saw corruption. They lived anbut they lived not evermore, as Jesus does. A-mir
cle was worked, but it gave them only a temporanigngation of life; they went back to the grave
again in due time. Whether it was the child of wwaman in the Old Testament, or the brother of Mary
and Martha in the New, they were not so raised filoendead as to have attained to immortality. But o
Savior finally rose from the dead, and rose from dead by His own power. He was the first fruits of
the resurrection harvest. He was the first shedfaif wheat which will one day be gathered in biik;
was the first fruits to be presented unto the Ltordanctify the whole. Jesus is the pattern, tbefpthe
pledge, the earnest, the guarantee of the resiomeat all the rest. This Paul asserted and dedlasea
revelation of God.

From this he inferred the general resurrectidte says in another place, that if there is narres-
tion of the dead, then is Christ not risen, andwhele faith of the gospel falls to the ground. yiau
and to me this is full of comfort; the dead museriOur beloved ones have been taken from ushbéwt t
shall come again from the land of the enemy. Weehaglorious hope concerning our own bodies. “I
know that my Redeemer lives: and though after niry wlorms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall |
see God.” We shall rise, for Jesus has risen. iShise constant assertion of Scripture. There wbeld
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no proof of the resurrection of the dead if Jesats ot risen, but as He has risen from the dead,esu
urrection is secured. Now has death lost its sting;grave may receive us, but it cannot retairsinee
Jesus has burst its bars.

Moreover,Paul—and he, | say, is a model among gospel preacheaehes us to preach in our
gospel all the sweet inferences which flow fromrésirrection of Jesus from the de&tere they are.
He rose from the dead, and therefore His sacrifece been accepted. God has brought again from the
dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of thepsiy the blood of the everlasting covenant. The
work He has done has pleased the Father, and dherdé has brought Him back from among the dead.
His acceptance is ours; we are “accepted in thevgel”

Next, Jesus Himself is clear. He had, as our sppbgscome our hostage. Sin was laid on Him, and
He was laid in the grave, but now the sinner’s tyuieas clear as the sinner himself, for the Ligdus
is released from the prison of the tomb. He was/eidd for our offenses, but He rose again forjos¥
tification.

Now, also, we live unto God. Our Lord Jesus dietbwsmin once, but in that He lives, He lives unto
God; so is it with us. This is our joy; His workascepted, His bearing of our curse is finishdd,if us
is made manifest.

And now, beloved, we see in the resurrection ofigé&hrist from the dead that He is divine. He is
“declared to be the Son of God, with power, acaggdo the spirit of holiness, by the resurrectioomt
the dead.” So says Paul in the first chapter ofHpsstle to the Romans. Jesus raised Himself fitoen t
dead by His own will. “I have power to lay down Mie,” said He, “and | have power to take it again.
Who could possess and exercise such a power buina theing?

| must repeat what | have said already, that froenresurrection of our Lord we draw the comforta-
ble inference of the resurrection unto eternaldif@all who are in Christ. We said farewell, aléttvhile
ago, to him whom we loved so well, but we shall geehonored one again. We laid our sister in the
grave with many tears. Oh, how we miss her! Busival meet her again when the trumpet shall sound.
We preserve a long list of departed ones, of winehscarcely dare to think, for tears drown our gyes
yet will we refrain from weeping, for as the dewharbs causes them to spring up again, so therisin
again of our Lord restores to us the beloved ones ave fallen asleep. The broken circle of owr fel
lowship shall be renewed, for Jesus, its centex risan again.

[Il. But now, alas for me! | have scant time for thenpavhich | wanted most fully to discuss—
GOSPEL PREACHING AFFIRMS THAT JESUS IS ALIVE. We dot preach to you a dead Christ,
but one who is able to save to the uttermost, gagamever lives.

Jesus died, Jesus rose again, Jesus is now aivekiew that Jesus lived, for He had spoken to him
out of heaven. Paul had both seen and heard tlteJdesus, and thus he had been turned from a persecu
tor into an apostlaNedo not need to see Jesus, nor to hear His vaiceyd are well satisfied with the
witness of a man as true as Paul, in whom a chamgemarkable was worked by what he saw. His en-
tire being was transformed by what he saw and heasliredly he was no deceiver, and he was not the
sort of person to have been deceived. Jesus @Ghtistn alive, for Paul saw Him.

No, not only once did he see Him, but on seveta¢robccasions. He saw the Lord when he was in
the temple in a trance, and heard Him say, “Depart] will send you far hence unto the Gentiles”
(Acts 22:17-21). Even when he lay in prison in $atem the Lord stood by him and said, “Be of good
cheer, Paul: for as you have testified of Me irudalem, so must you bear witness also at RomeusJes
had thus spoken to Paul, once, twice, and manystianed so He was to him most assuredly alive. Ah,
dear friends! If the Lord Jesus has had gracioadirdgs with any of us, and we have had Him revealed
within us, we also shall affirm that He is alive.

Beloved, receiving the witness of our apostle amdambering many other infallible proofs which
we have not time to mention, we also believe thatd, who was dead, is alive. What follows frorshi
Why, first, He is aliveto bestow the Holy SpiriMany blessings come from our Lord’s death, bet th
Holy Spirit was an early gift of His resurrectiafe| especially was it the outcome of His ascenlifed
The gift of the Holy Spirit is the ascension giftaur living Lord. When we think of His resurreatio
life, we couple with it the outpouring of the Spiof God. Oh, that this same Spirit would work amon
us more manifestly just now! And why not? He ishmits because Jesus lives. No Spirit of life could
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proceed from a dead Christ. Jesus, if He were Inat, &ould not send the Comforter to us. The lged
light, and liberty of the Spirit are with us, besaulesus lives. Beloved, do you think the timeglark
and dreary? Be not afraid; while Jesus lives thiy I3pirit is always obtainable, the Holy Spiritas
ways ready to work in and with us. What more doweat? Error will fall, and truth will be establisthe
by the Holy Spirit. This is our battle-axe and weaf war. O living Christ, we praise and bless i¥ou
name, for out of You shall come abundance of lifd power through Your Spirit!

Jesus is alive. Dwell on that thought. He is alteeglaim heaven for His redeemeéde has gone up
before us to occupy our inheritance for us. Whenfik$¢ put His feet within the golden gate He took
possession of eternal glory for every soul thatréjf@resents. He is our forerunner and representative
Brethren, heaven is yours, heaven is mine, beci®ss is “the man in possession” on our behalft Tha
pierced hand has taken hold of eternal bliss oréalf of those for whom He shed His blood.

Jesus is also in heavemaking preparation for our comingVhat has to be done to make heaven
ready | am sure | do not know, though | have oftesd to guess, but Jesus says, “l go to prepatace
for you.” Heaven, when we get there, will provebethe exact place for us. It has taken Jesubesdkt
years to make it ready for us. He that with a worate earth fit for created man, did not with a word
make heaven fit for His regenerated, but went @vhe Himself as a living Christ to see everythiag s
in order for them. | think | hear Him say, “Thislimnot do for My beloved. There is something yet
needed. These fruits are not quite mellow enouytsd flowers are not full-blown enough for My be-
loved, whom | desire to entertain to the utmostheir capacity.” Jesus is living—living on purpase
keep heaven for us, and make it in all respectyréa us.

Furthermore, lay hold of this thought, that, Jasuaiveto intercede for usl am most rich, beloved,
when | have your prayers. If | might have a parthi@ prayers of all the saints on earth | woulderoty
a Kaiser his dominions. Yet what are all the prayadrsaints compared with the prayers of the Kihg o
saints? When He prays—He of the pierced hands eeil 'wvhen He prays whom the Father loves so
well, who has such deservings of Jehovah for Hed@nce unto death, even the death of the cross—
what a prevalence must dwell in His intercessiorg ¥\st not in a mute, dead Christ, who could not
speak for us, but we rest in an advocate whoseietdgpleadings before the throne of God can nexer b
denied.

Observe also that our Lord livesrule all things on our behalHis enemies put Him to an ignomin-
ious death, but the Father has delivered all thintgsHis hand. He whom they spat upon wears majest
in His face. The despised and rejected of men haswaer in heaven and in earth. Jesus lives tdrobn
all events, and overrule them for the highest psegaof grace. Trust in Him, for His kingdom cannot
fail, neither can anything go amiss while He ishte front. Paul affirmed that He was alive, angealie
is in the fullest sense, so that nothing escapsgbiernment. Hallelujah!

“Ah!” you say, “you have now put Him far away frous by reason of His adorable majesty.” Then
let me bring Him near to you. He is not only alSedward that the Father may delight in Him, buteli
towards youthat He may have the fellowship of kinship with.yde is touched with a feeling of your
infirmities. He sympathizes with all your griefsem as a loving husband shares the pangs and sorrow
of his spouse. He is most near to you, for He is with you. We may not think of our Lord as one
whose shadow flitted over the historic page, afidaldaint photographic trace, but He lives asytrual
the present as in the past. He is not Jesus ahiste but of this day’s light. He is the same iratigthe
same in tenderness, the same in living feelinguamon as ever He was. Did you ever reflect thatesom
thing of Christ remained on earth, and was notriakeheaven? | mean those drops of blood which fell
from Him in Gethsemane, and that other stream whighed from His pierced heart on Calvary. | see
that his heart’'s essence is with us still. It whisradeath that His heart poured forth for usréasure of
water and blood, and now, long after death, Hisle/heart is as truly ours as it was when He bare ou
sins in His own body on the tree.

O child of God, | would have you further remembeattJesus is still aliveo commune with you
You bend not over His corpse, but you sit at Het.f€arnal men would think me dreaming if | were to
tell of our spiritual communion with our living Ldr Still does He speak to our hearts. Pearls map@o
cast before swine, nor the love secrets of ourssdetlared in the streets, but we have been carsaio
times of influences other than those which arenadtand common. Jesus has made Himself known to
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us; He has stood behind us, and His shadow hanfaller us. He has manifested Himself to us as He
does not to the world. Many a time has He castedl sper us, and bathed us in mystic influence. We
have been raised from the valley of weeping tontioeintains of joy by a word from Himself laid home
to the heart. You know what | mean. Jesus doeg$ongét us. He has not allowed a great gulf to open
between us and Himself. He is still the lovingirty, active Jesus to us and with us.

How | wish that every child of God here who is iauble would go at once with that trouble to the
living Christ! Oh, that every sinner who is crushmheath his load of sin would bow at once befbee t
living Christ, whose voice speaks pardon! You cdrpeyceive Jesus, but He is present where His gos-
pel is preached. Eye cannot see Him, nor hand telich but He is visible and tangible to faith. Bow
before Him. | know you have often thought, “If, iead of seeing Mr. Spurgeon on the platform, | doul
see Jesus, | would confess my sin to Him, and askpbrdon.” | pray you do so even though you see
Him not, for He sees yauGladly would | cease to be seen of you, that ymarts might see my Lord,
for He is here. Bow before Him, confess to Him a&mudt Him. “Oh!” cries a loving one, “if Jesus were
visibly here, | would take Him home with me andegtdin Him.” Do so, | pray you, though you do not
see Him. Constrain Him to abide with you. Treat ltloed Jesus, not as a phantom, but as a real Christ
Paul affirmed that He was alive, believe Paul'sradétion, and speak to the living Jesus. | willegiwou
a text—*"Whom having not seen, you love.” You canloee a dead person as a dead person. You may
love the memory of the dead, but if you love thgoy regard them as living. Love is for life; it caot
dwell with death. We have not seen Jesus, but weeHbm, and this proves that to our hearts He lives

Let us view Him in the light of life at this veryobr. | beseech my Lord Jesus to let me personally
realize His august presence. My Lord, are You ydadre? Hear, then, my prayer; | beseech You, enabl
me to serve You with my whole being, and to coeproach for Your sake to be greater riches than all
the treasures of Egypt. Will you not, my beloveaiteone of you, think of your Lord as with you faist
moment? Behold Him, and speak to Him in the silesfcgour hearts. Will you not renew your dedica-
tion vow, and be the Lord’s forever?

Oh that our Lord would now appear! Oh that Hisesiltrumpets would ring out while yet | speak to
you! Oh that His feet would once more touch thigléarhe second coming of our living Lord is the
ultimatum of our faith. He is alive, and as sural/He lives, He will open wide the golden gate, and
come again to take His people up to be with Hinever. Has He not said, “I will come again, and re-
ceive you unto Myself’? They that have been faitiduHim in this evil generation, through the dak
well as through the light, and have followed at kel through mire and slough—these shall partéke o
His glory. “These are they which follow the Lambeavlver He goes.” Who is on the side of the living
Christ at this hour? Let him come out and boldly sa. Hold not back lest you be found traitors. Con
fess your Lord, take up your cross, and be thadigervants of the living Jesus. Amen.
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