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“And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son ofdrin his son’s son, and Sarai his daughter-in-lahis son
Abram’s wife; and they went forth with them from Wf the Chaldees, to go into the land
of Canaan; and they came unto Haran, and dwelt ther
Genesis 11:31.

“And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his broth&rson, and all their substance that they had gatbe, and the
souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they wdaotth to go into the land of Canaan;
and into the land of Canaan they came.”
Genesis 12:5.

AFTER the Flood, when men began to multiply andease in the earth, it was not very long before
they began to turn aside from the living and true GAt first the sons of Noah walked in the liglit o
divine knowledge, though even among them was famedvil seed. When scattered over the earth after
the confusion of tongues at Babel, the earth’s yhdathers carried with them a measure of the
knowledge of God which they had received from tis@ies, but after a while, the light grew dim, men
began to worship the sun and the moon, and theneddive as the mystic symbol of the mysterious and
spiritual Lord. They sought out many inventionsg draving once begun to quit their allegiance to the
one God, they very rapidly traveled along the domadg till they worshipped strange gods. It was sad
that although the earth produced its mighty huntansl men built city after city, yet few among them
sought after God, or built altars to His name. Wight the Lord God cry out, “Hear, O heavens, and
give ear, O earth: | have nourished and broughdhilgren, and they have rebelled against Me.”

A long period passed without a voice from God. Maemed left to himself, and in danger of being
given up to idols. The nations wandered each &wmdifit way, but all the downward road. Yet grace had
not ended its reign, and therefore, before the lam@od had wholly gone out, the Lord determined to
reveal Himself, and establish His worship in theldioHe would select a family to be His peculiarvse
ants; He would manifest Himself to the father adttfamily, and would make with him a covenant. He
would reveal to him the great things which He iafeth to do in the fullness of time, and He would bid
him hand down the revelation to his children froengration to generation. This family should grow
into a nation, and to that nation should be conedithe oracles of God. Out of that nation shouldeo
prophets, and priests, and heroes, who shouldvealeGod and maintain the true faith against athe
ers, even until the Son of God Himself should camenanifest the glory of God in a preeminent de-
gree. In the midst of that nation the Lord resolte@det up ordinances, and a settled organizalipn,
which truth should be taught through type and syipdoed by the hallowed speech of godly men. This,
in His wisdom, He judged to be best for the futoféhe race.

In the wise sovereignty of His choice, the Lord stad\bram and his house. He gives no account of
his matters, and we cannot, therefore, tell whydo& out of Ur of the Chaldees those of whom Joshua
says, “Your fathers dwelt on the other side offtbed in old time, even Terah, the father of Abmaha
and the father of Nachor, and they served othes.§ddhe Lord called Abram alone, and blessed him.
He set apart the Patriarch and his seed, and ent th trust with the priceless treasure of divieeeta-
tion; this they kept for themselves and for the cégnankind.

It was needful that the elect family should beapdrt and kept from the contamination of surround-
ing evil. Abram must come out from Ur of the Chadeand all its associations of idolatry, and hestmu
even leave his kindred and his father's house,veald before the Lord in separation unto prompt obe-
dience and complete consecration. Thus in his agparunto God would be fulfilled the gracious pur-
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pose of the Most High. The Lord’s end and aim veakeep His truth alive in the world by means of a
people who should be set apart for that servicd;iawas therefore essential that the person chtisen
be the head of that family, the founder of thatargtshould come right away from all connectionhwit
the corrupt world, and walk apart with God. The s#m nation was to dwell alone, and not to be num-
bered among the peoples. Hence came that call vghaichto Abram, “Get you out of your country, and
from your kindred, and from your father’'s housetaua land that | will show you: and | will make of
you a great nation, and | will bless you, and myd name great, and you shall be a blessing.”

At this moment God is working in much the same neamm the midst of the world by His church. A
church is an assembly called out. Acclesiais not any and every “assembly”; a mixed crowadiofu-
thorized persons, having no special right to coogether would not be an ecclesia, or church. leah r
ecclesia the herald summoned the citizens by trumpbéy name, and it consisted of certain persons
called out from among the common multitude. The tchurch consists of men, who are called, and
faithful, and chosen. They are redeemed from anmenq, and called out from among their fellows by
effectual grace. God the Holy Spirit continues &l out, and bring to the Lord Jesus, those who are
chosen of God according to the good pleasure ofwHlis Practically, conversion is the result of the
call—"Get you out from your country.” It is a reg@in of that searching word, “Come you out from
among them, and be you separate, says the Lordpaol not the unclean thing.” The church is a repe
tition of the camp of Abram in the midst of Canakris the Lord’s portion among men, and it keeps H
oracles. The church of the living God is the pillaad ground of the truth and it is the design otl Go
find a home for His gospel in His church, till tHespensation of grace shall close, and the Judgk sh
ascend the throne.

In gathering instruction from the call and out cagof Abram, | shall handle the matter by making
three remarks. Firsthis call is often only half obeyeth our first text we find the command of God
very partially carried out. Secondljis call is of a very special charactemd | shall endeavor to show
the manner in which it comes to us at this timardi, this call, when it is really obeyed, puts the obe-
dient upon a special footinghey are henceforth peculiarly the Lord’s. May thely Spirit bless our
meditation!

l. In the first place, THIS CALL IS OFTEN ONLY HALF OBYED. It came to Abram when he
dwelt in Ur of the Chaldees, but though he so farkened to it as to set out for Canaan, yet we rea
that “they came to Haran, and dwelt there.”

We do not knowhowthe call came to Abram, whether by a voice whiethbard with his ears, or by
a mysterious impulse upon his mind, or by a dreanaigion, but Stephen tells us, in the seventh of
Acts—“The God of glory appeared unto our father &i@am.” There may have been given to Abram
some such sight of the glory of God as Job had wieearied, “Now my eye sees You.” The Lord ap-
peared to Abram, and made him to understand thatus¢ emigrate from his country, and quit his tribe
Somehow or other, it was laid home to Abram’s haad conscience that he must go forth upon a jour-
ney he knew not where; he must journey into anodredt, and no more dwell in city, or town, or vil-
lage, but become a sojourner with his God, a tergHdr, a stranger in a strange land.

His first step would naturally be to tell his frasthat he must leave them, for the living God had
called him to go to the land of Canaan. At oncedfifsculties began. His kindred could not bearptrt
with him. If they had distinctly opposed him, aradds “It is absurd; your talk is insanity; yet iby must
be gone, go your way and welcome;” then he woulcelgone in sadness, but assuredly he would not
have hesitated. A man possessed of Abram’s wondestiswould have torn himself away with great
firmness, although with deep regret at the sorrdviciv he caused. Had they opposed him, his course
would have been plain.

But he had to meet with a much more insidious &is. friends consented to his zeal. Whether they
agreed in his reverence for Jehovah or not, thiéyhfat they could not cut themselves off from Ainga
and therefore they resolved to go with him. Thedviar Abram was express, “Get you out from your
kindred, and from your father’'s house,” but how wiais to be done when his kindred and his father’s
house clung to him, and yielded to him? Very ndlytas loving spirit could see no other way but to
bid them all come with him, and yield themselvesstmd. Possibly Abram looked for great things from
this, and rejoiced in it. It would seem as if hged father Terah, with that wisdom which is a riear
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subtlety, himself led the way in the migration, fee read—"And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot
the son of Haran his son’s son, and Sarai his datwgilaw, his son Abram’s wife; and they wenttfor
with them from Ur of the Chaldees to go into thedaf Canaan.” The father of the clan leads the,way
and it is rather his migration than that of Abraihat was Abram to do? Instead of meeting opposition
from his family, his own father is leading the wiaythe journey to Canaan. Did not this make hisdobe
ence easier? We shall see. Was not this happy wfidhe household, this undivided assent to the
Lord’s bidding, a great cause for rejoicing? Ittaglly appeared so, but all is not gold that glgtéVhat

we think will help may at length hinder. What lodkdse a work of grace may turn out to be only the
movements of unrenewed nature. Like the mixed modlé which came out of Egypt with Israel, we
may have about us professed friends who may becameorst foes, in the secret of God’s truth and
grace.

In Abram’s case the dreaded separation is spdneg;dtart together for Canaan. So far so good; at
least, it looks so. The traveling is wearisome, arahy are the murmurings. The huge caravan has not
gone very far before the proposal is made that #ieuld be satisfied with the move which they had
made and remain at Haran. True, it was not Canagit might do as well. Did not the family reason,
“We shall stay here. We have yielded a great mangtp to Abram in coming away from Ur, but we
cannot yield to all his demands. We have provedaue to him and our reverence for the Lord by com-
ing thus far, and now we ask for a fair comprom#seram is very sincere but he must not be bigoted.
Surely he will not be so foolish as to believe arhal inspiration, and insist upon Canaan, wheraklar
guite meets the spirit of the command. There idaubt that Haran answers every purpose and we mean
to stay here and Abram must stay with us.” Hisdagileads that he is very old. To be moving continu
ally is hard for aged people, and there is thaadrBuphrates, how can the old man cross that dileade
flood? “Spare your venerable parent this last tnittes; | have come thus far to please you, do mesisp
me further.” | think I am not wildly imagining if suppose that some such pleas induced the patt@arch
tarry with his kindred at Haran. A loving and tentieart worked against prompt literal obediencel, an
for a while the man of faith delayed, the heir lo¢ promises hesitated. Do you blame him? It will be
wiser to look at home. Holy Scripture describesduirduct, and appends no absolute word of censure,
but it does what is quite as significant, it kespent as to anything like a record of blessingpbbcom-
munion with God, while Abram was at the half-wayuke at Haran. To a friend of God His silence is
quite enough of a rebuke. If my friend does notleyido not require him to frown to let me know
whereabouts | am in his esteem. If my friend nagymspeaks to me, | do not need him to upbraid me,
his silence is sadly eloquent to my heart.

Abram and the rest settled down at Haran. He waguered, not by open foes, but by compromis-
ing friends. My brethren, take good heed unto yelwes, that you suffer not your feet to be entahgle
by the men of your own household. He that woultbfelthe Lamb wherever he goes must not know his
own kindred when he comes to the parting of thesw&jonest wolves will not harm us one half so
much as those who look like sheep, but inwardlyrereso. Our first father, Adam, fell by the tempta
tion of her whom he loved, and the old serpentlgtibws how to seduce through our affections aad le
into ruin by the suggestion of friendship. O, mdrGod, beware! Read my parable with open eye, and
practice the lesson thereof.

Let me describe the consequences of tarrying ahaliyway houseTo obey the Lord partially is to
disobey Himlf the Lord bids Abram go to Canaan, he canndilifthat command by going to Haran.
Haran was not mentioned in the call. You cannopk&ed’s command by doing something else which
pleases you better. The essence of obediencenliess@xactness. Although something else may seem t
you to be quite as good as the thing commanded;, masathat to do with itPhisis what God bids you,
and to refuse the thing commanded, professing Ibstgute a better thing, is gross presumption. You
may not think it so, but so it is, that half obedie is whole disobedience. We can only obey the’sor
command as it stands; to alter it is as greatastne as to make erasures in a king’s statute-dbak.
will-worship, and not God’s worship, if | do whathoose of the Lord’s work, and leave a part undone
which does not please me quite so well.

Moreover,half-way obedience increases our responsibiligcause it is a plain confession that we
know the Lord’s will, though we do it not. Abramdeeceived the call, and knew that he had done so,
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else why had he come to Haran? He admitted, byggasnfar as Haran, that he ought to go the whole
way to Canaan, and so, by his own action he lefiskif without excuse. And any of you who are doing
in a measure what is right because of the fearaaf, @nd yet are acting in other matters contrary to
what you know to be the Lord’s will, you are lefitmout apology for such neglect. By the servicecahhi
you do render to God you admit that He has rightaior obedience; why, then do you not obey Him in
all things? You call Jesus your Lord, and do sofitb@things which He says, but why not the resti® |
not clear that you know your Master’s will and dmot? Thus, you see, there was failure in obe@ienc
and increase of responsibility.

The result of this to Abram was the absence oflpge God spoke not to His servant in Haran, nei-
ther dream, nor vision, nor voice came to him i phace of hesitancy. The Lord loved him, but hid H
face from him, and denied him the visits of Hisagralf we walk contrary to the Lord, He will walk
contrary to us. Abram lived with his father Ter&lt he was not living near his heavenly Father, and
therefore he did not hear His voice. How greatly tiue heart dreads this! How earnestly it sigks, “
Lord, be not silent to me, lest if You be silentme, | become like them that go down into the p@!
my brothers, let us not, by wavering and half-regwess, lose our communion with the Lord our God.

Meanwhile, Abram was rendering an affliction needfidis father Terah must die that the cord
which held Abram might be broken. If the called avi# not come out while the old man lives, death
must do his work, and remove the cause of disobedidf Abram fears to weep at parting with a lgyin
father, he must weep over his grave. One way othanothe Lord will cause His chosen to obey Him.
Oh, that we would be tender of heart, and not bi@dorse or as the mule, which have no understand
ing! Whips and rods would seldom be heard of ifwexe more promptly obedient.

While tarrying at HaranAbram was creating cause of future disquietbgtehis attachment to Lot.
He was told to come out from his kindred, but henglto his orphan nephew, and must necessarily ac-
cept his company. Lot caused him a great dealonibte. His herdsmen created discontent and strife,
and afterwards Lot, himself, was carried away eaptand peaceful Abram was compelled to gird on
the warrior’'s sword, and go forth to battle, toaws his nephew. Had Abram acted decidedly from the
very first, he might have saved himself many a wistyde. My brethren, learn well these lessons. |
merely hint them; will you not enlarge upon them?

All this while, Abram was delaying the great blessing which God pvapared to give himHe was
keeping out of the Promised Land, and away fromplaee where Jehovah would manifest Himself to
him, and enter into covenant with him. | fear tekatne true believers are depriving themselves of the
richest joy and the most heavenly experience biy thmelecided conduct. Some of you have come away
from your old sins, but you have not yet enteredrughe new life in its fullness. You have left Urtbe
Chaldees—the place of open sin, but you have noiecm Canaan the holy. You are tarrying in the
Haran of a partial obedience, which is neither menethere—a sort of death in life, rebellion inedb
ence, unbelief in faith. I know many professorspwiave left their vicious habits, but they are yet
consecrated to the Lord Jesus; they are not aledpliat the world, and yet they are not abidinghee t
Lord. Their speech is half of Ashdod and half &f dews’ language, they dare not be Philistinesyand
they will not be Israelites. They are willing to aved by the cross of Christ, but they are ndingilto
take up Christ’s cross, and come right out decideg@bn His side at all times. This is a perilowgesto
be in. They have enough religion to make them ralser but | fear not enough to fit them for joysret
nal. They may ultimately get into heaven by thensidi their teeth, at least, | hope so, but theyehaw
present joy, no immediate peace, no consciouswsh@ with God. Half-way house godliness is
wretched stuff; beware of it! Remember what we refathe mongrels that dwelt in Israel’s land, which
had been brought there by the Assyrian conqueruoey Teared the Lord, and served other gods, and,
therefore, Jehovah sent lions among them. Let ladl are of that race remember the lions, for thedLor
will not suffer such double-minded ones to liveogace before Him.

Thus much, then, upon my first point; the diviné satoo often only half obeyed.

II. Secondly, THIS CALL, ESPECIALLY AS IT COMES TO U$ OF A VERY PECULIAR
CHARACTER.

To us, of course, it is whollgpiritual. We are not called today to leave our country @mdkindred,
so far as our residence is concerned, but it seeme that we are called to a much more difficolip
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tion than that, namely, to stay on the old spotpm@gnold friends, and yet to lead a wholly new |i@.
course, we are to quit all evil company, but weraeto leave the society of our fellow men, nogto
out of the world. Even Abram was not called to beasacetic, or to live in a cave, or to retire itite
desert like a hermit. Within the borders of his cswtampment Abram was a man among men, and pur-
sued his daily calling as the keeper of great #oacksheep, and herds of oxen, and camels, aratbo f
Towards his neighbors he behaved himself with natileded independence and integrity. He was a
pattern of what grace can make of a really nobla miaen he moves among those who are strangers to
his God. But yet, beloved, Abram did, to a gredeet dwell in a favorable condition. He lived dpar
from the grosser sort, he was not wearied withvitiees of a city, as Lot was; his own tents, aral th
many tents of his servants, made up quite a sedtierwhere God’s name was reverenced, and the fear
of the Lord was felt. That canvas town had one avef whom the Lord said, “I know him, that he il
command his children and his household after himd, taey shall keep the way of the Lord.” Some of
us can almost seclude our families, but many othave a far harder task, they have to live in ihe c
amid its sins, and yet not to be of it, they havéehieir earthly callings to come into daily contagth

the ungodly, and yet they have to be holy, harmlesdefiled, and separate from sinners. As Abram
was no Canaanite, though he sojourned in Canaargswee to prove ourselves to be of a totally dcdti
race. This is a very difficult piece of businesevwHgreat a wonder was asked by our Savior’s prayer—
“I pray not that You should take them out of therMtpbut that You should keep them from the evil”!
Not by difference in brogue, nor by peculiaritydress, are we to be marked out as the servantsaf G
but our lives must be so Christ-like and pure, tnan shall say of us, “You also were with Jesus of
Nazareth, for your life betrays you.” This calleth is of a deeply spiritual and peculiar charady
brother, have you heard it? My sister, have youchd&@ Have you endeavored to obey it to the fill?
means just this—that we are to flee all sin, withexception, and follow after everything that isgu
and holy, without exception. Others wallow in whay call the pleasures of sin; abhor such thiagsd,
protest against them. Shun, also, everything thatoubtful, for, “whatsoever is not of faith is Siif

you are not sure it is right, it is sin to you. Addhe appearance of evil. Separate yourself frérthat
which Christ would have disapproved. Be so deci@éxh, as to leave everything that is hesitatirng. B
out-and-out for Jesus. While many will try to rustho with the hare and the hounds, make it youraibje
to abhor that which is evil and to cleave to thaick is good. Make a point of wearing your regimen-
tals. Be dead and buried to this present evil wuoiikth its frivolities, philosophies, and grandeulRse-
gard the world as crucified to you, and be yoursgitified to it. The friendship of the world israity
with God. Go without the camp bearing Christ’'s ogmh. In matters of religion follow the Lord fully,
let the Word of God be your sole and sure rule, rasttiing else. That religion which is not accordiag
God’s Word is a false religion. Accept neither dimet nor ceremony for which there is no scriptural
warrant. Search the Word about it all, “to the lamd to the testimony; if they speak not accordmg t
this word, it is because there is no light in tHeRallow your conscience, as your conscience igyéi
ened by the Spirit of God concerning His Word,dallthe Word even in its jots and tittles. Make not
too much of peculiarities in comparison with vitgald fundamental truths, but, still, even with thiess
weighty matters, take heed that you do not triést in neglecting the less you learn to negleet th
greater, and so become guilty of the great trassgre. Avoid the world’s religion, for if there ane
world worse than another, it is the Christian woN enemies of Israel were as bitter as theirbeet
the Edomite; brethren in name only become thedwrof foes. Be distinctly removed from the religio
which is based upon self-will, pride of intelleahd worldly conformity. The world’s religion is avil

as the world’s irreligion. Surrender to the plaadhing of the Spirit of God, and resolve in aihgjs to
follow your Lord wherever He may lead you. Stanahal, if others will not obey. In your house letrihe
be an altar for God, if there is not another inltdr@. Make a covenant with God through the onatgre
Sacrifice, even if all others forget the Savior.

See, dear friends, what the call is, and then remeeitihatit comes to the believer from God Himself.
The Lord calls His servants unto the separateddifiel because of His authority they are bound &y.ob
He calls by His Word, either preached or readpmes to the individual by an application of therBpi
of God, so that the man yields cheerful assentisHieawn, and therefore he runs. Such a persos feel
a pleasure to take Christ for his example, andutchjs feet down in the very tracks of the Lordusest
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is ours to follow the Lord’s precept and exampléhvgreat care and solemn determination, turning nei
ther to the right hand nor to the left. It was sthwAbram; is it so with you?

Because this call comes from Gddhas for us a supreme authoritye follow our Lord even when
darkness is round about Him, though we know nowthg, we know the Lord, and therefore we follow
Him implicitly. To us the Word of God is more th#dre decrees of emperors, or the statutes of senator
If this thing were of men, if this thing were ordad by a learned council, or a reverend benchottlav
be of small account in our eyes, but when He thaderus and redeemed us speaks to us, we can only
reply, “Help Your servants to do Your will, for Yowill is our delight.”

My brethren, if we thus separate ourselves untaienee,we must expect violent oppositidde-
vere criticism will not be spared us. Of coursansowill say, “The man is mad”; others more gently
will murmur, “He is sadly misled.” Many will accug@mu of a liking to be singular, or a weakness for
going to extremes, or a self-righteous wish to erteers, or of having “a bee in your bonnet.” Ascu
ers will hint that you are seeking your own in sdioen or other, and if they cannot quite see a veoti
they will imagine one. What is the use of imagioatif it will not help a man out when his facts run
short? Having once made up their mind that youf@oésh and contemptible, they will view all your
conduct through colored glasses, and condemn yandmown. Be not dismayed, but endure hardness
for the love of Jesus.

To go forth and lead a separated W@l need faith,and to have faith you will need the grace of
God. Believe that God’s command is right, and belithat He will justify you in fulfilling it. Belige
that God’s promise is true, and that He will pratveo. Abram was bidden to go, and he went. Look at
Abram’s case, and see how impossible it was for tarobey apart from faith in God. He was to go
away from all that was dear, from all that was comable and settled; he was to go he knew not where
and he was to go to obtain an inheritance for atsanwas not born, and that was not likely evelo¢o
born, for he was old, and Sarai was well strickeryaars. Only faith could enable him to obey a call
which looked so like a delusion. We need faith \ierg step of a holy life. Oh for more looking unto
Jesus, more child-like dependence upon God! Iflyelieve, you will do the Lord’s will, but if you do
not believe, you will refuse to obey, and misshlessing.

Suppose we do obey the divine call, what then? WLl course be smooth ever afterwards? Far
from it. The walk of the separated beliewavolves trial The trial of Abram in leaving his country was
but one, out of ten which are recorded. It is wnit“In the world you shall have tribulation.” Ihet
Lord’s vineyard the knife is used if nowhere elSke Lord tried Abram, and He will try us; it is arp
of the process of love by which He prepares ugHereternal rest. The course of true faith nevexssdo
run smooth. If you will obey the divine call youashbe favored with more trials, you shall be hatbr
with still greater tests of your fidelity, but thgou shall be known as the friend of God, and Gualls
make you to be a blessing to others even to theoétidhe. Mark well what is proposed to you—that
God shall take you, and give you His light, and tdigh, and His salvation, that you may presenferit
all the ages, until Christ shall come. Are you Wil to accept so high an honor? Will you countdbst,
and make your calling and election sure? Will yoywith Esaias, “Here am I! Send me”? As the Ro-
man consul devoted himself to death in battle ier $ake of the beloved city, will you devote yolirse
to God, and His cause, and truth? In very deed siohy spirit. | wish there were ten thousand who
would say the same. O my brother, blessed are gmang men, if you are set apart for God and truth.
Yes my sister, blessed are you among women, ifayedollowing the Lord fully in the way of His will

[Il. This brings me to my third and last point. THIS QAIWHEN IT IS OBEYED, PUTS US ON
SPECIAL GROUND.

For, first,God is bound to justify the course which He HimsethmandsWhen Abram went to Ca-
naan at the Lord’s bidding and remained there,rédsponsibility was with the Lord. If any evil had
come of Abram’s conduct he could not have blameusklf. It was neither his own wisdom nor his own
folly which led him; God alone was his directoridtmine to obey; it is God’s to prove that my obed
ence is wise. What peace this brings! O my hedrgou believe in Christ with all your heart, arfd/ou
become a sincere follower of Jesus in all thingsd @ill justify you in doing so, for you do it ati$d
bidding. If there is any folly in holiness, the lfols not with you, but with Him that bade you bely)
The servant is accountable for any action he dbas@wn head, but not for that which he doeshsy t
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command of his principal. So you, in keeping clws&od’s will, are not accountable for consequences
the consequences must lie with God. As surely adam is justified of her children, so is God justif

of all believers; yes, and He justifies believersd their faith is counted unto them for rightecasm
Therefore, beloved, we stand on the ground offjaation when we obey the call of God.

We cease, also, from that moment to be of the wéidd deals with the world one way, but with His
separated ones in another way. “Them that are witl®od judges,” but those who are within are not
under law, but under grace. It is the joy of fatht there is no condemnation to them that arehins€
Jesus. There is discipline now within the Hous&o#, but it is not that of a court of justice, lodithe
abode of love. The Lord chastens His children, thay may not be condemned with the world. The
separated ones are not numbered among the peoghle eirth. When you read of the seven trumpets,
and vials, and plagues, fear not, for nothing shplany means hurt you. When the blood shall flow i
the day of vengeance up to the horses’ bridles, shall not a hair of your head perish, for thed_se-
cures those who are sealed to Him. Babylon mukttfelt lies hard by Ur of the Chaldees, from where
you came, and all that bear the mark of the bdwdt die, even as Terah died in Haran, but as éar, y
“at destruction and famine you shall laugh.” Nol ebiall touch you, for the Lord is your keeperydu
are walking in the separated path with God, andsaténg Him always before you, you shall abide un-
der the shadow of the Almighty. What a conditiorb®in! First justified, and then secured from the
doom which will surely fall upon the guilty world.

Now, as free grace has separated you unto @ma,come into an honored fellowship with Him
Abram, in his tent, had God for his companion. Hé hear and clear manifestations of God; he enter-
tained angels unawares, and with those angels eaSan of God Himself. If you quit the world to
abide with God, God Himself will abide with you.ylbu come out from the unclean world, the Lord has
said, “I will dwell in them, and walk in them. | ivbe a father unto them, and they shall be My som$
daughters, says the Lord God Almighty.” Oh, resai yothis sweet fact, that the Triune God will mani
fest Himself to His chosen as He does not to thedwvdou shall be one of the people near unto Him.

By coming out from the world, and following the ldoclosely,we come under the divine care and
protection.How wonderfully Abram was screened from evil! Jedio was his shield. He was a stranger
in the midst of enemies, but they did not molesh;han awe was upon them, for Jehovah had said,
“Touch not My anointed, and do my prophets no haikvherever a true saint goes, the Lord lays His
commands on all the powers of nature and all tlgelanof heaven to take care of him. When Abram
was at peace God blessed him in all things, ahé ivent to war, God gave his enemies as driven stub
ble to his bow. If we are with God, God is with Mghen God’s will is our delight, God’s providence i
our inheritance. It is not so with you all; no, maen with all of you who profess to be Christidng, it
is so with those of you who keep close to God’s @lyand follow in will, in spirit, in belief, and iact,
the example of His dear Son. O beloved, let ugestifter this! Let us aim at perfect conformitythe
will of God, for this will place us in quiet neasgto God.

HenceforthAbram was for God’s use onlgod treated him as His confidant, as the recebfer
heavenly revelations, and as the founder of a 1God. will also use us, if we will come where He can
use us. Vessels set apart for the Master’s use matigte used by the servants. God is a great Kind,
when He selects a cup for His own table, He witl mave it used by others. If other lips drink otithe
chalice of your life, the Lord disdains you. You shbe for Him only, or you are not His spouse.dily
are His from the crown of your head to the solgair foot by solemn consecration, He will honor you
yet more and more; yes, you know not to what higtrseHe has ordained you, both in this life anchin t
ages to come. But look you well to this, that yeuholiness unto the Lord.

One more thought presses itself upon my heartptéve who for Christ’'s sake has cut all his moor-
ings, and separated himself from the world, toolelthe Lamb, has learned how to live, but he hss al
learned how to die. We die unto the world, anddahgrlearn to die. When we cease to trust in riches,
when we resign our comforts, when we no longer learfriends, when all things visible become as
shadows to us, then we make a rehearsal of deallbs&Jthe Lord Himself shall soon descend from
heaven with a shout, we shall all die. Yes, thertawour departure hastens on. Then we shall have t
cut ourselves loose from our moorings, be they wi@g may. Soon shall we hear this word from heav-
en, “Get you out of your country, and from yourdkied, and from your father’s house, unto a land ltha
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will show you.” This will be our summons to the tegtCanaan, the land that flows with milk and honey
We shall depart out of this world to face an unknaternity, but we shall by no means dread the mi-
gration. He that has crossed the great river, itlee Euphrates, will not fear the Jordan. To giyetle
world will be no new thing for you or for me; weJsagiven it up many times already. We have fre-
guently given up everything into the Lord’s handgeéal earnest, and we can readily do it once more.
We live here as strangers and sojourners, andnadiftle to charm us in this foreign land. Ourasere

is above, and it will be a joy for our souls tceri® the place where our hearts already dwell. Wanat

be sorry to quit a dead world. Who loves to siaimorgue? If we tremble to leave kindred and friend
yet let us remember that we have already quit timespirit. Let us journey, as Abram did, towards th
south, that is to say, let us get still further gram the old abode. Let us make for the heathwhan-
uel’'s land. Let us press towards the New Jerusdleenheavenly city, and rest not till we stand um o
lot and behold Him whom Abram saw with gladness.

The one question | finish with is—Do you know angthabout this? Have you ever felt this divine
call? If so, make your calling and election surarr out the separating ordinance to the full. Saie
us had to take very decided steps at our firstistarout we began aright. We have been calledesioc
equally painful courses, but we hope to keep righiything is better than a wound in the conscietice.
we keep close to Christ, we shall find rest unto snuls. We look back without regret to what we may
have suffered by decision; counting it less thathimg for the joy that was set before us. We wisdt t
all our converts would be out-and-out in their gauof life. O you who by grace are beginners in the
heavenly life, make a strong resolve—“We will be ttervants of God, and endeavor in all things to
obey Him.” Since God made you, and by the blooHlisfdear Son redeemed you, it is yours to be dou-
bly the Lord’s. There are the blood and righteossred Jesus Christ; are these yours? Make sureabn t
point, and if they are yours, yield yourself toukesand from this day forward, do His bidding witho
guestion or delay. Quit everything contrary to tleed’s mind and will; at all cost be true, then Kliae
Lord be your delight, and His service shall be ybeaven below. If you are now separated unto Him,
you shall find your reward in that day when He kbalide the sheep from the goats, for then youdlsha
be placed at His right hand, to hear Him say, “Coyoe blessed of My Father.” May you be the chil-
dren of believing Abram for Jesus’ sake! Amen.
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