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“And to the angel of the church in Pergamos writ&hese things says He which has the sharp sword
with two edges; | know your works, and where youaliweven where Satan’s seat is: and
you hold fast My name, and have not denied My faith
Revelation 2:12, 13.

YOUR attention will be principally asked to theserds—“You hold fast My name, and have not
denied My faith.”

Specially note, dear friends, at the opening of thorning’s meditation, the character under which
the Lord Jesus Christ presents Himself to the dhatdPergamos. “These things says He which has the
sharp sword with two edges.” Does the Lord Jesusecn His church in that way? Does He at the door
of the church bear a sword? A sword unscabbardedRafp sword? A sharp sword with two edges?
Yes, even to His visible church this is how our d.dresus Christ appears. To His own spiritual and
faithful ones He is to each one a husband, fulumdtterable tenderness and love, but to the visible
church, which at its best estate is never altoggbtee, He appears in severer form. To a church He
comes as Captain of the Lord’s host, and He wialdbarp sword with two edges. It is the parallel of
that passage where John the Baptist says of Hins, fat is in His hand, and He will thoroughly purge
His floor, and He will gather His wheat into Hisrgar, but He will burn up the chaff with unquencleab
fire.” That winnowing fan is never out of His haridr it is always needed. Even though our Lorauié f
of grace, He is also full of truth. His love to Hisrvants manifests itself in a burning jealousyciwh
will not endure evil. “He shall sit as a refinerdapurifier of silver: and He shall purify the soofsLevi,
and purge them as gold and silver.” We think ofd¢bming of our Lord as a joy and a blessing, bhbt, o
remember that question, “But who may abide theafayis coming? And who shall stand when He ap-
pears?” The Lord bears the sword, and He bearstiimvain. Time has not blunted its edge, it is
“sharp,” and it has two edges, as of old.

But what will He do with that sword in referencea@hurch? We are not left in any doubt upon that
point. Having mentioned some whose doctrines ares lwere unclean, the Lord says, “Repent; or else |
will come unto you quickly, and will fight againgtem with the sword of My mouth.” He turns the
sword against those within the church who had gbtrio be there. It is no trifling thing to be aucth
member. | could earnestly wish that certain prafestad never been members of a church at alif for
they had been outside the church, they might haea In far less peril than they are within its bagin
Outside their conduct might have been toleratetljtbia not consistent with an avowal of disciplgsh
towards Jesus. | say this with deep sorrow. O fatséessors, you may go down to hell readily enough
without increasing your damnation by coming intai€t's church with a lie in your right hand. Alagr f
those who are not Christians in heart, and yetgsfo be so! Such ought to be startled by thervisf
the Lord Himself drawing near to a church with arphsword in His hand. Surely, “The sinners in Zion
are afraid; fearfulness has surprised the hypactite

Yet is there comfort to the sincere in this glogauan of war. He will smite those who are the ene-
mies of His holy cause, but He will also beat bffite who attack His people from without. His swisrd
for the defense of the faithful. It is drawn frota sheath to protect the timid and the trembliegu3 is
come as our Joshua, to chase the enemy beforaditead us onward, conquering and to conquer. The
sword with two edges is the defender of the leathiase whose hearts are right before the Lordtro+
duce the subject as the Spirit Himself introdutebwould make the sermon sweet to the saintsthmut
preface needs to be sharp, lest any seize uporodsntd which they have no right. The Paschal Lamb
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is always to be eaten with bitter herbs; thoseeblterbs | have set upon the table. The name akJes
which is the song of angels and the treasure oftsahnas terror in it to those who refuse Him, He&r
who bears that name shall judge the quick and deatipronounce condemnation on the unrighteous.

Notice that this blessed Savior watches His chwith an observant eye. He looks at the church in
Pergamos, and He says, “I know your works, and &lyeu dwell, even where Satan’s seat is.” The
Lord sees the position and the peril of the chiati®Pergamos, “where Satan dwells.” Probably there
were horrible idolatries, with obscene orgies ia tity, or it may have been a place of peculiagriic
tiousness, or of special persecution. We cannttistdistance of time tell exactly what it was, g
Lord regarded it as the citadel of Satan. Thergpaees in the world at this day where sin has sohm
the upper hand, or where error and unbelief regsupreme, that the devil would seem to have there
taken up his residence, and to have made it hisat&fty. This is a trying neighborhood for a cbirof
Christ, and yet it is the place where it is moshied. You, dear friend, may be living in societyesd
the evil one rules with undisputed sway. You arefawored to dwell with your fellow Christians, but
you go home to be met with blasphemies at the doat,all the week sights and sounds assail yous eye
and ears which make you feel like Lot in Sodomml sorry for you, but let it comfort you that your
Lord knows all about it, and He can either remowe from the trying position, or else He can stithna
glorify His grace by supporting you in it, and ehiadp you to overcome the enemy. He knows that “Sa-
tan desires to have you, that he may sift you asatyhand He prays for you that your faith fail nde
knows your perils, and He considers your trialghRwell He perceives the way in which Satan would
first mislead you, and then accuse you. The sybtiétthe old serpent He understands. He sees your
struggles, your failures, and your desperate erated® hold fast the faith. He knows how at nigbt1y
are grieved as you make confession before Him af ghortcomings, but He knows, also, the peculiar
circumstances in which you are placed, and He jsiggel in great mercy. If you are holding fast His
name, and have not denied the faith, etab may be to Him a surer proof of your truthfulnesieart
than works of labor and patience might be in othstances. You have borne fewer clusters than anoth
er vine, but Jesus knows that you grow in a verydpabit of ground, and He thinks well of yourltt
fruit. Your day’s work does not look like much whens done, but when horses plow a rock so hard
that it breaks the plowshare, no farmer expectsgch to be done as when a light loam has to bdygent
turned over. The Lord Jesus takes all our surrowgwdinto consideration, and though He loves us too
well to make excuse for our sins, yet He Himselhtimns the circumstances which make our act to be
rather failure than fault, even as He did for tinst fdisciples when He found them asleep, and htg sa
“The spirit truly is willing, but the flesh is wedkO dear Children of God, if you are placed inifoss
of peculiar trial and difficulty, and if your hinances are so many that you cannot accomplish oiie-te
as much as you desire, then hear how Jesus ptitkiow where you dwell, even where Satan’s seat
is.” If you are faithful to your Lord, and firm iHis truth, He will commend you and say, “Yet youdo
fast My name, and have not denied My faith.” | wenavhether this word of comfort is meant for
somebody here, or for some friend who will read $kemon. | feel that it must be so. Many of our
Lord’s beloved ones are, in God’s sight, now dammgch more, under distressing circumstances, than
they used to do in happier days. When they hagpoemds entrusted to them, they brought in two by
way of interest, and now that they have only onenplo they bring in one pound of interest; thus gea
that they produce a far larger percentage than ey to do, and this is the Lord’s way of calantat
for it is according to righteousness. When we hétle strength, and are placed in positions ofagjre
difficulty, then the Lord thinks all the more of athwe produce, and regards it as all the surerfbo
fidelity. In the text it is commendation enough fergamos, under the circumstances that, dwelbng s
close to Beelzebub’s own capital, close under tleglsw of the throne of hell, that church could earn
this praise, “You hold fast My name, and have restidd My faith.”

Let us give earnest attention to this commendat@in.that we may earn it ourselves, and if we have
already earned it, may we be helped by the HolyitSpihold it fast, so that no man takes our crbwn

I. The first head will be, LET US CONSIDER THIS FACIThope it is a fact with many here pre-
sent as surely as it was a fact with Pergamosist it can be said of this church and of its mersiber
“You hold fast My name, and have not denied Myt4it
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Notice, dear friendghat, the name of Christ is here made to be identical with the faith of Christ.
“You hold fast My name, and have not denied MyHaifThe faith of Scripture has Christ for its cente
Christ for its circumference, and Christ for itdostance. The name—that is, the person, the characte
the work, the teaching of Christ—this is the fafhChristians. The great doctrines of the gospeladir
intimately connected with the Lord Jesus Christ s&if] they are the rays, and He is the sun. Werneve
hold the faith correctly except as we see the LJasus to be the center of it. From our electionasdw
to our glorification, Christ is all and in all. Tthe Jews the law was never in its proper placd iintias
laid in the ark, and covered with the mercy sead, leam sure believers never see the law arighhgly
see it fulfilled in Christ Jesus. If it is so withe law, how much more is it so with the gospel@ Ghs-
pel is the gold ring, but Christ Jesus is the diaghehich is set in it. Jesus is the author andgfier of
our faith; He is the sum and substance, the tophattbm of it. When we hold fast the name of our
Lord, then we have not denied the faith.

But how may the faith be denied? In several ways this may be done. Let me sayrit tenderly, but
very solemnly, some deny the faith, and let gorthene of Jesulsy never confessing it. Remember how
the Lord puts this matter in the gospels, “Whosoaball confess Me before men, him shall the Son of
man also confess before the angels of God, butdtedenies Me before men shall be denied before the
angels of God.” Here it is clear that to deny i8 #ame thing as not confessing. | know people viho a
most boast of their neutrality. They say, “I holdy tongue. Though the conflict should lie between
Christ and Belial, yet | would go quietly on andveeinvolve myself.” Is that what you say? Then-per
mit me to remind you of our Lord’s own words. “Het is not with Me is against Me; and he that gath-
ers not with Me scatters abroad.” Again He saysht#bever does not bear his cross and come after
Me, cannot be My disciple.” This text must bearchapon those who have tried not exactly to holdwit
the hare and run with the hounds, but neither td tvith the hare nor yet to run with the houndse3é
have hoped to find in their discretion the bettert pf valor, but, believe me, it is a valor whiefll be
rewarded with everlasting contempt. This way yopéhto lead an easy life. An easy life of such alkin
will end in a very uneasy death. A life in which Wwave shunned the cross of Christ will lead toasest
in which we shall miss the crown of glory.

Christ is also deniedy false doctrine. If we espouse error as to His person, work, atriwe, and
believe what Jesus did not teach, and refuse ieveelvhat Jesus did teach, then we have denied His
name and His faith. One of the main points of aitian, without which the rest of his life will nbe
acceptable with God, is that Jesus shall be to“tm way, the truth, and the life.” The practictie
doctrinal, the experiential must all be found byimgesus Christ our Lord, or else we have notgalac
Him in His right position, and we cannot be righy@here unless the center is right, and unlesssJesu
that center. God grant that we may never turn dsahe the faith once for all delivered to the sajridut
may we resist all false philosophies, steadfastieamlovable!

But then it is very possible to deny the name da&dfaithby unholy living. Let none of us imagine
that an orthodox creed can be of any use to usifead a heterodox life. No, Christ Jesus is to be
obeyed as a Master, as well as to be believedT@aeher. The disciple is to be practically obediast
well as attentively teachable. “Without holiness man shall see the Lord.” The apostle Paul some-
where says, “He that cares not for his own housthabk denied the faith, and is worse than an ihfide
(or unbeliever)”; so a moral fault may be a depiaihe faith, and may make a man worse than ifdc h
never professed to believe at all. God save us &omnholy life!

Alas! We can deny the faitby actually forsaking it, and quitting the people of God. Some do so de-
liberately, and others because the charms of thé&dwwercome them. We are told of some who went
away from our Lord because of what He had taugheyTcried, “This is a hard saying; who can hear
it?” My friends, if you are not prepared to acchptd sayings, you need not profess to be discifles
Jesus. “Horrible doctrine!” cried one the other.d@yanted that it is horrible; may it not also bee®
Many horrible things take place around us, andngete can deny the facts. You cannot exclude from
your knowledge many things which are true, by myeceying, “Horrible!” It is not ours to judge of ou
Lord’s teaching by our sentiment; we are to recefivey faith. He speaks terribly of the doom of the
wicked, and He is not capable of exaggeration. WHeat_ord Jesus says is certain, for “He is ththfai
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ful and true witness,” and therefore we will notrtdrom Him, whatever His teaching may be. Oh for
grace to persevere to the end! Oh for fidelity aodstancy, so that, neither gain nor loss, exalatior
depression, may induce us to quit our Savior! Isehald fast His sacred name, and never deny the fai
come what may. May the Holy Spirit hold us fasattive may hold fast the name of Jesus!

In what way may we be said to hold fast the name of Christ and the faith of Christ? | answer by the
full consent of our intellect, yielding up our mind to consider and accept thegh which are assuredly
believed among us. We hold fast the form of soundda, and accept whatsoever God has revealed, be-
cause He has revealed it. Our motto is, “Let Gothle, but every man a liar.” When Christ speaks, w
assent with our minds and consent with our hearédl tHe declares.

If we hold fast the name of Jesus, we must holdatltlkein the love of it. We must store up in our af-
fections all that our Lord teaches. His words amentl, and we do eat them, they are as honey to the
taste. Let Jesus speak, and | will reply, “Yes,d,0fou say it is so, and | know it is so. | constnt
Your teaching, and from my soul | love You, andegutcall that You do reveal.” For the doctrines re-
vealed in Holy Scripture the true believer woulttlior die. This love of the heart is that which szsi
us to hold fast the name of Christ.

We also hold it fasby holding it forth in the teeth of all opposition. We must confessftith at all
proper times and seasons, and we must never hidstmss. There are times when we must dash to the
front and court the encounter, when we see thatCaytain’s honor demands it. Let us never be either
ashamed or afraid. Our Lord Jesus deserves thahaeld yield ourselves as willing sacrifices in de-
fense of His faith. Ease, reputation, life itsetfust go for the name and faith of Jesus. If inhbat of
the battle our good name or our life must be risteavin the victory, then let us say, “In this batt
some of us must fall; why should not 1? | will tagart and lot with my Master, and bear reproach for
His sake.” Only brave soldiers are worthy of oueajrLord. Those who sneak into the rear, that they
may be comfortable, are not worthy of the kingd&dhat will our Captain say of cowards in that day
when He distributes rewards to all faithful ones®tBren, we must be willing to bear ridicule for
Christ’'s sake, even that peculiarly envenomed uidiavhich “the cultured” are so apt to pour upon us
We must be willing to be thought great fools fosule sake. Some of us have forgotten more than many
of our opponents ever knew, and yet they stylegonsriant; we are bearing shame because we have the
courage of our convictions, and yet they call uwaras. For my part, | am willing to be ten thousand
fools in one for my dear Lord and Master, and cautd be the highest honor that can be put upon me
to be stripped of every honor, and loaded with gwensure for the sake of the grand old truth wisch
written on my very heart. Those ships which sathwiesus as their Lord High Admiral must look for
tempests, for His boat was filled with the waves] degan to sink. Does that man love his Lord who
would be willing to see Jesus wearing a crown ofril, while for himself he craves a chaplet of ééir
Shall Jesus ascend to His throne by the crossgdamnvide expect to be carried there on the shoulders o
applauding crowds? Be not so vain in your imagoratiCount the cost, and if you are not willing to
bear Christ’s cross, go away to your farm and tar yoerchandise, and make the most of them, only let
me whisper this in your ear, “What shall it praditman if he gain the whole world and lose his own
soul?”

Il. In the second place, having considered the fact, UE FURTHER ENLARGE UPON IT.

What do we mean by holding fast the name of Chtis&ply, first, we meatolding fast the Deity
of that name. We believe in our Lord’s real Godhead. “His namalisbe called Wonderful, Counselor,
the Mighty God.” One of the names by which He igeaded to us is Immanuel. The word “El” is one of
the great Oriental names of God. You get in HebEdohim, and in Arabic “Allah.” Our Lord Jesus is
Immanud, that is, God with us, and we believe Him to bele.is as truly man as anyone among us;
born of a virgin without taint of original sin. Biite is also most surely God without the least distin
ing of the perfections and glories of Godhead. Weaqur finger into the print of the nails, but as do
so we cry, “My Lord and my God.” “Let all the angedf God worship Him.” “At the name of Jesus
every knee shall bow, of things in heaven, andghim earth; and things under the earth, and every
tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lorthealory of God the Father.” We can never giveoup
belief in the Godhead of our Lord Jesus, but wetrand will hold fast the faith of the Deity of Chiti
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We also hold fast the name of Jesus, and the ddiflesusas to the royalty of His name. He was
born King of the Jews, and He is also “King of isngnd Lord of lords.” That which Pilate wrote over
His cross is true, “Jesus of Nazareth, the Kinghef Jews”; but God also has highly exalted Him, and
made Him to have dominion over all the works of Hands. The Father has committed all judgment
unto the Son. He shall put down all rule, and atharity and power, for He must reign till He hag p
all enemies under His feet. “The Lord shall reigrefer and ever; Hallelujah”! When we bow the knee
in prayer, and say, “Your kingdom come,” we meam kingdom of God, and we mean also the king-
dom of Christ Jesus. He it is that as a Lamb is se¢he midst of the throne where saints and angel
pay adoring homage. Soon shall the seventh angeldsiois trumpet, and great voices shall be heard in
heaven saying, “The kingdoms of this world are Ineedhe kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ,
and He shall reign forever and ever.” O Jesus, owe lbefore You! “Just and true are Your ways, You
King of saints.” He reigns in our hearts over thelé kingdom of our nature. He is King in our fdies;
we desire to see him King in this city, King inghmation, King over all the earth, and we shallenehe
satisfied till, with all the redeemed of our raees crown Him Lord of all. We hold fast the royatty
the name of Jesus Christ.

Moreover, we believe itthe grandeur of that name, as being the first and the last. Open the New
Testament, and read the first verse of Matthew. ldoes it begin? “The book of the generation of esu
Christ, the Son of David.” The book of the New Coaet begins with Jesus. Now look at the last verse,
see how the Testament ends, “The grace of our lesds Christ be with you all. Amen.” Jesus Christ
appears in the first verse, and He appears inagteverse. Did He not say, “I am Alpha and Omega, t
beginning and the end”? The first line of the cawdrof grace is Jesus Christ; the last line ofcitnee-
nant of grace is Jesus Christ, and all in betwsdhe Lord Jesus Christ. Begin with him as A, gitri
through to B, C, D, E, F, and so on till you endhwd, and it is all Christ Jesus. He is all; yeg, il all
in all. Oh what blessings have come to us throwggug Christ! Through His name we have received
remission of sins, in His name we are justifiedHis name we are sanctified, in His name we shall b
glorified, even as in Him we were chosen from befibre foundation of the world. My tongue can never
tell you even the commencement of His greatneso ¥all declare His generation? The fringe, the
hem of His infinite glories, who can touch? He ispeakable. As for His glory, | may say, “O Lord ou
Lord, how excellent is Your name in all the eaifttho has set Your glory above the heavens?” All glo-
ry and honor be unto Him in whom are comprehendetthe blessings whereby God has enriched His
people in time and in eternity.

We hold fast the name of Christ as we believesrséving power. “You shall call His name Jesus:
for He shall save His people from their sins.” Witdhfast the belief that Jesus saves us from tileaju
sin by having borne it in His own body on the trd&e are assured that He makes us just before God by
that righteousness of His, which is ours, becausang one with Him. He saves us from the punishment
of sin because “the chastisement of our peace p@as Him.” He died as a victim in our stead. He save
us from the power of sin by His Spirit, and by faih His death; we overcome sin by the blood of the
Lamb. Salvation in every department, salvation fitathopeful dawning to its glorious noontide irpe
fection, is all of Christ Jesus. He is Savior areldfbne. “There is none other name under heavemgiv
among men, whereby we must be saved.” He is thguen$avior; there is no other possible salvation
now or in the world to come. Do you believe Christien you have salvation. “But he that believes not
shall be damned.” Pronounce the word hard or sofgau will, it will come to the same thing in the
end—you shall be condemned, and condemned hopglé&sgbu believe not in Jesus Christ, the one
sole propitiation for the sins of men. This we hfddt. | know you are established in these truting,
beloved, and you mean to hold them as long as yeathe, and not to deny the faith which the Lord
Himself has delivered to you.

Once more, we hold fast this nammeits immutability. We are told today that this is an age of pro-
gress, and therefore we must accept an improvegegdsvery man is to be his own lawyer and every
man his own savior. We are getting on in the dioecbf every man putting away his own sin, just as
every chimney should consume its own smoke. Budr ffeends, we do not believe these idle dreams.
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We want no new gospel, no modern salvation. Ouwiction is that Jesus Christ is, “the same yester-
day, today, and forever.” The way that Paul werttdaven is good enough for me—

“The way the holy prophets went,

The road that leads from banishment,”
is broad enough and safe enough for me. When Imdreemy dear brethren and sisters in Christ who
have fallen asleep, whom | saw die with triumplntigg up their faces, | feel quite content with Had-
vation which saved them, and | am not going toetxperiments or speculations. To talk of improving
upon our perfect Savior is to insult Him. He is Gogdropitiation; what would you want more? My
blood boils with indignation at the idea of improgithe gospel. There is but one Savior, and that on
Savior is the same forever. His doctrine is theesamevery age, and is not yes and no. What agdran
result we should obtain in the general assemblyeaiven if some were saved by the gospel of the firs
century, and others by the gospel of the secordl p#tmers by the gospel of the seventeenth, andsthe
by the gospel of the nineteenth century! We shoelkeld a different song of praise for the clienttheke
various periods, and the mingled chorus would teerao the glory of man’s culture than to the peai
of the one Lord. No such mottled heaven, and na sligcordant song, shall ever be produced. There is
one church and one Savior. We believe in one Lamd,faith, and one baptism. To eternal glory there
but one way; to walk therein we must hold fast tagh, and be quickened by one life. We standlfgst
the unaltered, unalterable, eternal name of Jebust@ur Lord. This is what we mean by holdingtfas
the name and the faith of Jesus.

lIl. Thirdly, dear friends, to lead you a step furthrethe same road, LET ME SHOW THE PRAC-
TICAL PLACE OF THE NAME AND OF THE FAITH WITH US.

The practical place of it is this: first of alt,is our personal comfort—

“Jesus, the name that charms our fears,

That bids our sorrows cease;

It is music in the sinner’s ears,

It is life, and health, and peace.”
The faith which we hold is our daily and hourly jagd hope. The doctrines which | believe in connec-
tion with the divine Person in whom | trust are thikow of my weariness, the relief of my care, tiest
of my spirit. Jesus gives me a lookout for yearsdme which is celestial, and at the same timenl ca
look back with thankfulness on the years whichgast. For all time the Lord Jesus is our heartis co
tent. Nothing can separate us from His love, aedeflore nothing can deprive us of our confidentehop
Through this blessed name and this blessed falibviees are themselves made glad and strong. On the
name of Jesus we feed, and in that name we wraeloes. It is strength for our weakness, yes fdife
our death.

And then, dear friends, this name, this faith, ¢haseour message. Our only business here below is
to cry, “Behold the Lamb.” Are any of you sent obdwith any other message? It cannot be. The one
message which God has given to His people to grodk salvation through the Lamb—salvation by
the blood of Jesus. It is by His blood that cleagsiomes to the polluted. He is the one great Raspi
tion. To tell of Jesus is our occupation, we hagthimg to say which is not comprised in the revetat
made to us by God in Christ Jesus. He who is oarcomfort is also our one theme.

He also isour divine authority for holy work. We preach the gospel in the namdesfus Christ our
Lord. If we preached it in any other name men wddgle a right to reject it. If the spiritually sieke
healed, it is His name which makes them strondelfils flee before us, we cast them out in His name
Oh, that we did more often remember that all oacléng and preaching must be done in the name of
Jesus! In His name we gather for worship, in Him@ave go forth to service. If we go in our own name
we go in vain, but if we are ambassadors for Gedhaugh He did beseech men by us, then we pray
them in Christ’s stead to be reconciled to God, wedare hopeful that our labor will not be in vain
the Lord.

This also isour power in preaching, indeed, it is our power, our onlyveo in living before God.
Brethren, the devil will never be cast out by anlyeo name—Iet us hold it fast. If we conjure by-elo
guence, talent, music, or what not, the evil onk say, “Jesus | know, and Paul | know, but who are
you?” It is only His name that makes the legion$ieif quit the bosoms of the possessed, and fly-how
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ing down into the deep. This is the name high @leibut there is none other which has such power i
it. Spiritual diseases, yes, death itself, willlgiéo this name. It is His name that makes Lazaamse
forth from the grave, and the young man sit uprigitthe bier. Use this name, and nothing can stand
before you.

| said that it is our power in life, and so, indeédis. When we draw near to God, what is our
strength wherewith to prevaih prayer? Is it not that we ask in the name of Jesus? If lgawe out the
name of Jesus, what are your prayers but a sourdags and a tinkling cymbal? Prayer without the
name of Jesus has no wings with which to fly u@tal. This is that golden ladder whereby we climb up
to the throne of God, and take unspeakably predioimgs out of the hand of the Eternal. That name
prevails with God concerning everything, and sdoéesus to prevail with man; wherefore, hold ittfas
and deny not the faith, for what can you do ifttueh and the name of Jesus are given up?

This name is our onlgope of victory. As Constantine, in his dream, saw the crosstawoklit for his
emblem, with the motto, “By this sign | conquerg ®day our only hope of victory for the gospel is
that the cross of Christ displays it, and the naméesus is in it. His name is named on us, ardisn
name we will cast out devils, and do many mightyksotill His name shall be known and honored
wherever the sun pursues its course, or the moeersitthe watches of the night.

[Il. Now, in closing, | will URGE REASONS FOR HOLDING Y THE NAME AND FAITH
OF JESUS. | hope we hold it so fast that we carengive it up while reason holds its throne. There
an old Christian legend concerning Ignatius, thatpever spoke without mentioning the name of Jesus
whom he loved. His speech seemed saturated withttohis Lord, and when he died the name of Jesus
was found to be stamped on his heart. It may ne¢ h&en so literally, but no doubt it was trueiypir
ally. The name of Jesus is, | hope, written in loegirts so as to be inseparable from our lives. &vieat
else may go, the name of Jesus can never departono thoughts. Dying men have been known to for-
get everything but this. The man has forgottenwifs, his children, his bosom friend, and has tdrne
away oblivious from them all, as if they were stgars, and yet when the name of Jesus has been whis-
pered in his ear, his eyes have brightened, anddustenance has responded to that precious name. O
memory, leave no other name than His recorded ypantablets! Happy forgetfulness which clears all
else away, but leaves that name in solitary glory!

That it may be so | will put the question thMghy should we give up the faith? | fail to see a reason.
Why should | change my belief, or cease to holtl ttaes name of Christ Jesus my Lord? It is an iorati
al suggestion. “I am open to conviction,” said anmwého knew his ground, “I am open to conviction,
but | should like to see the man that could conzimz.” | am in very much the same condition with re
gard to the gospel of my Lord Jesus; | am operotwiction, but | shall never see the man that cam ¢
vince me out of my experience, my conviction, mpsmousness, my hope, my all. Before | could quit
my faith in the substitutionary work of the Lordsdie Christ, and my confidence in the everlasting co
enant ordered in all things and sure, | should havke ground to powder, and every separate atom
transformed.

What would they give us in exchange for the faith? That is a question which it is easy to ask, but im
possible to answer. Suppose the doctrines of graakl be obliterated, and our hope could be taken
away, what would they give us in the place of theither for this life or the next? | have neverrsae-
ything proposed in the place of the gospel that wasth considering for a second. Have you? Uncer-
tainty, doubt, glitter, mockery, darkness—all thdsa& who wants them? They offer us either bubbtes
filth, according to the different shade of the spator’'s character, but we are not enamored ofeeith
We prefer gold to dross.

We must defend the faith, ferhat would have become of us if our fathers had not maintained it? If
confessors, reformers, martyrs, and covenantersblead unfaithful to the name and faith of Jesus,
where would have been the churches of today? Mastat play the man as they did? If we do not, are
we not censuring our fathers? It is very prettyt r®ot, to read of Luther and his brave deedseddfse,
everybody admires Luther! Yes, yes, but you dovmait anyone else to do the same today. When you
go to the Zoological Gardens you all admire therpeat how would you like a bear at home, or a bear
wandering loose about the street? You tell meithabuld be unbearable, and no doubt you are right.

Volume 34 Tell someone today how much you love d&hrist. 7




8 Holding Fast the Faith Sermon #2007

So, we admire a man who was firm in the faith, ®ay hundred years ago; the past ages are a sort of
bear-pit or iron cage for him, but such a man taday nuisance, and must be put down. Call himra na
row-minded bigot, or give him a worse name if yan ¢hink of one. Yet imagine that in those ages
past, Luther, Zwingle, Calvin, and their compeead kaid, “The world is out of order, but if we toy
set it right we shall only make a great row, antd@eselves into disgrace. Let us go to our chasber
put on our night-caps, and sleep over the bad timued perhaps when we wake up things will have
grown better.” Such conduct on their part wouldéhantailed upon us a heritage of error. Age afger a
would have gone down into the infernal deeps, &edirifectious bogs of error would have swallowed
all. These men loved the faith and the name ofslesu well to see them trampled on. Note what we
owe them, and let us pay to our sons the debt weeaw fathers. It is today as it was in the Refaghe
days. Decision is needed. Here is the day for the,where is the man for the day? We who have had
the gospel passed to us by martyr's hands darg&ifietwith it, nor sit by and hear it denied bitiors,
who pretend to love it, but inwardly abhor evemeliof it. The faith | hold bears upon it marks loé¢ t
blood of my ancestors. Shall | deny their faith; ¥ehich they left their native land to sojourn Here
Shall we cast away the treasure which was handeag tthrough the bars of prisons, or came to us
charred with the flames of Smithfield? Personalliten my bones have been tortured with rheumatism,
| have remembered Job Spurgeon, doubtless of mysbeak, who in Chelmsford Jail was allowed a
chair, because he could not lie down by reasomefimatic pain. That Quaker’'s broad-brim overshad-
ows my brow. Perhaps | inherited his rheumatisnt,tbat | do not regret if | have his stubborn faith
which will not let me yield a syllable of the truti God. When | think of how others have suffered f
the faith, a little scorn or unkindness seems aen@ite, not worthy of mention. An ancestry of &g
of the faith ought to be a great plea with us t@akby the Lord God of our fathers, and the faith i
which they lived. As for me, | must hold the oldsgel; | can do no other. God helping me, | will ered
the consequences of what men think my obstinacy.

Look you, sirsthere are ages yet to come. If the Lord does not speedily appear, there galhe an-
other generation, and another, and all these gemsawill be tainted and injured if we are nottifdil
to God and to His truth today. We have come taraiig point in the road. If we turn to the rightaya
be our children and our children’s children will geat way, but if we turn to the left, generatiomret
unborn will curse our names for having been unfaitto God and to His Word. | charge you, not only
by your ancestry, but by your posterity, that yeeksto win the commendation of your Master, that
though you dwell where Satan’s seat is, you yet Hast His name, and do not deny His faith. God
grant us faithfulness, for the sake of the soutsiiad us! How is the world to be saved if the chusch
false to her Lord? How are we to lift the massesuif fulcrum is removed? If our gospel is uncertain
what remains but increasing misery and despair@dSiast, my beloved, in the name of God! I, your
brother in Christ, entreat you to abide in thehri@uit yourselves like men, be strong. The Lorstain
you for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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