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“And they shall teach no more every man his neighpand every man his brother, saying,
Know the Lord: for they shall all know Me, from thkeast of them unto the greatest
of them, says the Lord; for | will forgive their ilguity, and | will remember their sin no more.”
Jeremiah 31:34.

TRUE knowledge of God is a covenant blessing. Tovwkdehovah as the only living and true God,
to know Him personally and intimately, so as to sath David, “You are my God"—this is one of the
choice blessings of the covenant of grace whicleegtzestows upon all the chosen. In this prophecy,
Jehovah declares that He will yet give this knogketb the house of Israel and to the house of judah
and this is our hope for the long-wandering seefllham, whom He will yet restore and save.

If we regard the passage before us as instruatives iorder, the knowledge of God follows closely
upon the application of the law to the heart. RéAlter those days, says the Lord, | will put Myalan
their inward parts, and write it in their heartsdawill be their God, and they shall be My people and
they shall all know Me, from the least of them uttie greatest of them, says the Lord.” The work of
grace usually begins, so far as we can perceiby ithe Holy Spirit's bringing the law into contamith
the inner man. The law outside of a man is forgpttee may profess a reverence for it, but it dags n
affect his desires and thoughts. But when the Sglyit begins to put the law into the inward patt®
immediate result is the discovery of our shortcagaiand transgressions. The more the man’s heart see
the perfect holiness of the law of God, the morg@éeceives his own unholiness and impurity. He sets
his own conduct in contrast with the divine righieness, and he is overwhelmed with shame, sorrow,
and dismay. He feels that if God should mark irtigsj he could not stand in His presence; yes more,
that if the Lord at once condemned him, He woulguiseé Law-work is grace-work in its darker drel$s.
is the axe which rough-hews the timber which gigmes on to fashion and smooth. By the operation of
the law upon the conscience, convincing the masirof of righteousness, and of judgment, the Holy
Spirit, works towards the transforming of the hebig takes away the stone out of it, and makesbiet
a fleshy, tender, sensitive thing. Then with Hisndimger He writes the divine law upon the mind and
the affections, so that the divine commands bedbmeenter of the man’s life, and the governingdor
of his action. The man now loves that law whichdbefhe, at his very best, only feared; it becomsgs h
will to do the will of God. By a miracle of gracésmature is changed, so that its tendencies, where
all towards evil, are corrected by new tendenardsch are all towards good. Now is the law of God
indeed glorious, for it rules by love. It was tblei when written on those tablets of stone whichs&&o
dashed to pieces, but its radiance is like thaa glearl most precious, when it gently influences ou
manhood from the central throne of the heart. ftag/ written on a tablet which will endure througho
eternity, for it is engraved upon an immortal gpiri

As the law is written on the heart, a manifestai®made of God Himself. The man is made to
know himself, to know God’s law, and thus he is teknow the Lord. Now he acquaints himself with
God, and is at peace.

Of this gracious knowledge of the Lord | am goingspeak this morning. This is to be our first
head—the one essential knowleddg&hey all shall know Me, from the least of themathe greatest of
them, says the Lord.” The second head equallysadseof the text; it ithe one grand means of obtain-
ing this essential knowledg&he text tells us how this knowledge is impartgcte Lord, “For | will
forgive their iniquity, and | will remember theimsno more.” When we receive pardon from the hands
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of God, then we know Him indeed, for, as Zachasis in his song, our Lord Jesus has come “to give
knowledge of salvation unto His people by the reinis of their sins.”

|. To begin with, then, we have here, first of all, HKDNE ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE. It is a
great truth that, “This is life eternal, to know tv,dhe only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Yoe ha
sent.” To know God is to live in the light. Thisdwledge brings with it trust, peace, love, holinessl
acceptance. Do not read this passage as someditgarnt up by its roots, and then use it aswete a
prophecy of the universal spread of religion. Do dr@am of a day when we shall not need to teach ou
brother and our neighbor the great truths of oly faith; at any rate, the text before us says imgtlof
the kind. This prophecy is to be read as it staadd,in its own connection. In the first placeyashave
already said, it relates to the house of Israelthechouse of Judah. At the present time these toave
gotten the Lord as to a true spiritual worship ahiHfor they have rejected the Messiah, in whose fa
God’s glory is seen; this nation is to be broughtkbto its best estate; both portions of it shallcbn-
verted, and shall come under a new covenant ofadiéferent tenor from that which their fathers so
wantonly broke. The Lord will gather the remnantsyiel under a covenant of grace, by which He will
work in them those things which under the old cargrHe justly required of them. Under this covenant
of grace they are to have their hearts inscribetl Wis law; Jehovah is to be their God, and theytar
be His people. Then shall they in very deed knosvltbrd as their fathers knew Him in the days of Eli
jah, when the fire fell from heaven, and they cri€kdhovah, He is the God. Jehovah, He is the God.”
Whatever else these converts shall not know, thall know Jehovah, “from the least of them unto the
greatest of them.”

Refer the passage to the spiritual Israel, as ystlyjmay, and you learn that when God deals with
men in a way of grace, and impresses obedience tgannature, then they all know Him, from the
least of them unto the greatest of them. The usality of the text extends to all those who comedeun
the new covenant, and are renewed in heart; thi#keutrexception know the Lord, and there is nodnhee
that they be instructed upon that important poliitese people know the Lord, and never can forget
Him; henceforth they are no more strangers to Hiat,sojourners with Him.

Let us consider this knowledge, that we may sed wie And to begin withit is emphatically the
knowledge of God;They shall all knowMe.” They may not know everything about God. Who could?
Who knows the Lord in that sense but the Lord Hifdss@nly the infinite can comprehend the infinite.
The intellectual comprehension of the attribute§&ofl is beyond us; how, then, could we grasp His es
sence? The regenerate, however, knows the Lordgkhthey do not, and cannot, understand His in-
comprehensible glories. They may not know a greatyrthings which they would like to know, criti-
cal, scientific, historical, theological, spirityand eternal, but these matters are not spoken tbiis
place. One form of knowledge is mentioned and only, “They shall all knowle, says Jehovah.”

Observe, that the prophet speaks not of knowintg faosout God, nor truths as to what God is, or has
done, or will do—it is knowing God Himself. Do yawt perceive the difference? | may know, and | do
know, a great deal about a certain renowned pessoi;if you please, Prince Bismarck. | have read h
biography, and | think | have some sort of an idédis personal character; thus | know something
about him. But if you were to ask me, “Do you knbin?” | should at once answer, “No, | have not
even seen him, | have never spoken with him, nattemrto him, nor held any other communication
with him, and therefore | cannot say that | knomktiNow, if this solemn question were passed round
these pews, “Do you know God?” how would you ansit&mMany would reply, “We have read the
Scriptures, and so we know the attributes of God, \ae remember with great reverence all that God
has done, and promised to do, but still we canagttisat we know Him. Can anyone say as much as
that?” Let me break up the question: Have you speken with God? Did He ever speak with you? Be-
lievers can say, “Truly our fellowship is with tRather,” can you sathat? Were you ever conscious of
the presence of God? Has He ever manifested Hirtsglbu in any special way? Alas! Many a very
knowing man must honestly confess that he doe&mmw the Lord in the sense contained in my ques-
tions. Even among professing Christians this magdmly true, even as Paul said to the Corinthians,
“Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some hastethe knowledge of God: | speak this to your
shame.” The knowledge here spoken of is to knowLtvel Himself, not to know that there is a God,
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and that Jehovah alone is God, and that He is teaen reverence of them that are round about Him,
but to knowHim. We have such a tendency to run away from theopatiy of God. Take an instance;
godly people say, “I know in whom | have believedyit this is not what Paul said. He declared, “I
know whom | have believed.” He knew the person tdsted. He was personally acquainted with Jesus
Christ. This is true godliness; personal acquacg#anith a personal God. This is a grand support of
faith. One said to a Christian lady that he did lbelieve in the Scriptures, and she replied thatsd
lieved in them, and delighted to read them. Whdwe@aher reason, she replied, “Perhaps it is bedause
know the author.” Personal acquaintance with Gedstdiaith into assurance. The knowledge of God is
the basis of a faith of the surest and sweetest ke know and have believed the love which God has
towards us. Knowing God, we believe in the trutiHig words, the justice of His sentences, the good-
ness of His acts, the wisdom of His purposes, yelstiae love of His chastisements. When a renewed
heart truly knows God, it has no further quarrgahwilim, or with anything that He does or says. The

is, “It is the Lord, let Him do what seems Him gdo@ihus to know God is eternal life. Let us rettion

the question—Do we know the Lord? Hearken, my heatdas the Lord ever been so near you as to
make you say, “How dreadful is this place™? Did ydlesh ever tremble, and your lips quiver, at His
voice? Do you know the feeling which overcame theppet Habakkuk when he trembled in himself?
Then | know that you are sure beyond all otheratety of your previous life, that God is, and ti
deals with men. Do you know the Lord in this waytut this question to each one. Have you ever spo-
ken to Him? Is it your habit to open your heartin? Do you tell Him all your secrets? | mean big th
nothing bordering on fanaticism or superstitiont iousober earnestness | ask—Is God real to you? Is
He as real to you as she that lies in your bosarasdhe friend who walks with you by the way?Hs t
invisible God as real to you as any person that gam see, as much an actual fact as any substance
which you can feel? Has the Lord ever spoken ta goul? | will not put any special question abdé t
medium of that speech. It may be, He has spokemugir this Book, or through His minister, or by “a
still small voice” within your soul—but has the Etal One ever spoken with you? O my hearers, are
you on speaking terms with your God? If not, yoora# be said to know Him, and if you do not know
Him, you are not among the renewed in heart, fahei the Lord says in this Scripture, “They sladll
know Me, from the least of them unto the greatéshem.”

Note, dear friends, in the next place, that & personalknowledge Each renewed person knows the
Lord for himself. You cannot know God except fouyself. If | am asked whether | know such a per-
son, it would be idle to answer, “Well, my broth@rows him.” That would be an admission that | did
not myself know him. If the question were repeat&h you know him?” it would be folly to reply,
“Well, | have a cousin who sometimes dines with Hifithat is not the question. So with regard to God.
No second-hand knowledge can be admitted here.c&onot know God through other people, and why
should you wish to do so? Is not personal knowleitigemost to be desired? Did not Job rejoice that
when he should rise from the dead he should bdtisledeemer, and this was the essence of his joy—
“Whom [ shall see for myself, and my eyes shallddéhand not another.” He would not have wished to
see his Redeemer with another’s eyes, nor thatisihen should be his only by proxy. It is for ouvio
lips to drink at the fountainhead of love, and doir own eyes to look unto the Lord. No imaginary re
ception of grace by a sponsor can save, or evésfysatou cannot see God with another man’s eyes;
you cannot know God through another man’s knowle@eny hearers, you must yourselves be born
again! You must yourselves be made pure in hearpo cannot see God. Personal religion and indi-
vidual knowledge of God are indispensable. Comehsarer, what have you to say to this?

Next, this knowledge is one whichwsorked in us by the Spirit of the Lori is the duty of every
Christian man to say to his neighbor, and to hatHar, “Know the Lord.” It is the instinct of a new
born child of God to try and tell out what he knowod uses this effort as His instrumentality fav-s
ing men. But the man, who really knows the Lordesloot know Him solely by such instruction. This
may be the means used, but the knowledge obtammé<from a higher source than brother or neigh-
bor. All Zion’s children are taught of the Lord. &hknow God by His revealing Himself to them. You
may know what the preacher can tell you, and yetmpay know nothing aright. You may know what
this Book can tell you, and yet if the Holy Sphieis not quickened you to perceive the living tmuitn-
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in the Book, you know nothing truly. We may stamdl goreach, dear friends, until our tongues are worn
away, and this inspired page may lie open beforewtil the ink is blanched, and yet you, heareid a
readers, may never know the Lord; yes, | am sutengver will unless the Spirit shall show Him unto
you. You cannot know a man by hearing and readirtgm, you must deal with himself. God, through
Himself, you must each one know; there is no oty of truly knowing Him. When Peter confessed
Christ, you remember how the Lord Jesus said, ®dsare you, Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood
have not revealed it unto you.” You may know a gal intellectually by the teaching of men, but
heart-knowledge, the knowledge which is peculiaGtmd’s elect, you can never receive except by the
teaching of the Lord. Jesus said of the Holy SpiHe shall teach you all things.” Is not that dfifla
ment of the old promise, “All your children shab baught of the Lord”? Those whom God teaches are
taught indeed, but neither nature, nor art, nonttleof man, can supply the place of this heavenky
struction.

Beloved, true believerknow God, because God has revealed Himself to themmieeaissure you,
the receivers of this personal teaching cannotarebimozled by the doubts and denials of men. False
prophets would, if it were possible, deceive theywaect, but it is not possible that the electidtide
deceived, for they have internal evidence whicimalreason cannot shake. They commune with the
Most High God, and the secret of the Lord is withrh, and consequently their hearts are fixed. What
we have heard and seen, we testify, and if menvee®t our witness, it is none the less sure to ou
own hearts.

It is not possible for our faith to be destroyedtifs indeed the work of the Holy Spirit, for that
which God does shall be forever. The faith yourhmeoigave you, your stepmother may take away from
you; the religion which you inherited from your Hat may be sold off with the old furniture of the
house; that which man gives, man may take awaytH&aitwhich the Holy Spirit implants in us, all the
devils in hell cannot pluck up. The inscriptiontbé Spirit of God upon that heart which He hasedrn
into flesh it is not possible for all the powers adrkness to erase. Knowledge given by the Sgirit i
clear, definite, personal, assured, positive, aedefore precious. We grow more and more persuasled
our experience ripens.

The truth which has been burned into us as witkdahiot iron by the operations of the Spirit of God
becomes a vital portion of ourselves.

Note carefully, that this knowledge of God becomemifestknowledge It is so manifest that the
most earnest workers who desire the conversiohedf fellowmen no longer say to such a man, “Know
the Lord,” for they perceive most clearly that heeady possesses that knowledge, so as to be beyond
the need of instruction upon that point.

There are many truths, beloved brethren, whictell &ways bound to teach to you so long as | am
the pastor of this flock, but if | had an unmixeahpany gathered of regenerated men and women, |
should not think of saying to you, “Know the Lorddr | should be sure that you all knew Him, from
the least even to the greatest. We assume thenpeeséthis knowledge when we preach to God'’s peo-
ple; we take it for granted that they know the Ladd therefore, we do not again lay this founaati
godly man’s life is such that we perceive that hews the Lord. The absence of this becomes equally
clear in many of the ungodly. When men commit enetithe indictment often runs, “not having the fear
of God before his eyes.” You can tell when a mas ihat the fear of God before his eyes, and you can
tell when a man has that fear of God. Brethreypii watch him, and especially if you live with him,
you will perceive when a person has knowledge ad.omighty something operates upon him, check-
ing or stimulating, cheering or calming him. Heanlkas he wrestles in prayer. Stand outside the,door
and you will soon perceive that an invisible Onavith him. This unseen somebody is everybody te thi
man, and you can see it. Mark him when he getstnatte. He might take an unfair advantage, but he
scorns it. Does he not want money? Yes, badlyhBuias respect to One whom others cannot see. By a
word of falsehood he might profit largely; he wilbt speak it. Why? “So did not |, because of tre fe
of the Lord.” All who have been renewed in spiaihd have had God’s law written upon the fleshy tab-
lets of their heart, manifest to a greater or tesgree that they know the Lord, and therefore thesth-
ren perceive it, and cease to teach them whatafreegure they know.
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Next, this knowledge of God is universal among the regdgelt is not universal among the sons of
Adam, for multitudes know not God, and have no idgal with Him! But all those who are under the
covenant of grace know the Lord. Brethren, it wolsda doubtful child that did not know its own fa-
ther. All the boys and girls at home differ in krledge; the big boy is going to the university scamd
the eldest girl has taken a degree at the Oxfoahixation; but yonder little child who does not o
his letters yet, still knows his father. Does h&?n©@h, how glad he is when Father comes home in the
evening! Yes and God’s children know their FatiMoreover, we all know the Lord Jesus, the Son of
God. Whatever else | do not know, | can say—

“Jesus, my God, | know His name;

His name is all my trust”
We know Jesus Himself, and dwell in Him! We als@kmnthe Spirit of God. He has opened our eyes.
He is our Comforter. He it is that brings us neaGbd. Thus we know, personally, the Father, the, So
and the Holy Spirit. There is no exception to thike in all the family of love. The prophet sayyh
shall all know Him, from the least to the greatékgt is to say, from the new-born believer uphe t
full-grown saint, they all know the Lord. The deptions given may relate to their littleness orajre
ness in grace, or they may refer to their littlen@sgreatness in ability, position, or usefulnéss,they
all know the Lord. The regenerate man with onentakmows the Lord; the man with ten talents boasts
not of them, but rejoices that he knows the Lord.

This is the distinguishing mark of the regener#tat they know the Lord. Every grace that the Spir
it has worked in them shows this. Faith is the spanark of God’s people, but how shall they bediev
in Him whom they do not know? “They that know Yauame will put their trust in You,” thus their
knowledge of God is the basis of their faith in Hitdl God’s people love Him supremely, but we can-
not love a God whom we do not know. In proportisroar knowledge increases towards God, our love
to Him burns more and more brightly. God is our éyopur confidence, our expectation, but we can
have no hope in an unknown God. The knowledge af l&s at the bottom of every virtue and grace.
The Lord is no more to us a stranger of whom weeshi@ard—of whom a report has come to us through
many hands. No; the Lord God is our Friend. We Hmigh conversation with Him every day, we walk
with Him, we delight in Him; He is our exceedingyjdrhis, in a large degree, is true of all thoséhwi
whom the grace of God has dealt, to bring them wuhfile covenant, and to give them new hearts and
right spirits—they all know the Lord from the le&sten unto the greatest.

Il. And this leads me to the second point, whereork lyasir earnest attention, THE ONE GRAND
MEANS OF OBTAINING THIS KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. Here is+"For | will forgive their iniqui-
ty, and | will remember their sin no more.” Do yget the idea? The clearest knowledge of God comes
out of pardoned sin. The most distinct, vivid, asdiknowledge of Jehovah comes to us when our inig-
uity is blotted out, and our sin is covered.

Just think a littleWithout the pardon of sin it is not possible fortaknow the LordWe run away
from Him, we do not want to know Him. Like fathed@&m, we hide away among the trees of the gar-
den; we do not desire to see our Maker, for we ludfended Him. The thought of God is distasteful to
every guilty man. It would be good news to him & ¢tould be informed, on sure authority, that there
was no God at all. He cannot know God, becauselintde heart, and mind, and spirit are in such gesta
that he is incapable of knowing and appreciatirggHioly One of Israel. Darkness covers the mind, be-
cause sin has blinded the soul to all that is bedtholiest. The lover of sin does not know God| an
does not want to know Him.

While sin lies at the door, there is a difficulty God’s part, too. How can He admit into an intienat
knowledge of Himself the guilty man, as long asshenamored of evil? Shall the great king entertain
rebels? Shall two walk together, except they beedff “God is angry with the wicked every day.” Ble i
of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. Hence thidtygman is, by reason of his own impurity of naur
and by reason of the holy nature of God, shut auhfall knowledge of God.

Beyond this, an awful dread comes over the guiliydneven when it begins to be awakened. Con-
science testifies that God must punish sin. It enathot what controversy may be raised over thas-qu
tion; conscience, which makes cowards of us adly@s us that sin cannot go unpunished. | havalhear

Volume 34 Tell someone today how much you love gé&hrist. 5




6 Knowing the Lord Through Pardoned Sin Sermon #2006

a great many arguments about the future of the mitgr&, but | am sure of this, that God has ingedin

it in our nature to believe that He will not spéine guilty. Down deep in the soul of the most hastk
unbeliever there is that conviction. You have dwolyet him lie long enough on a sickbed and gate in
eternity, and he is forced to confess it, whethetikes to do so or not. Now, while that dread msao
man he does not want to know God, and he even leExamapable of knowing Him. But as the prodi-
gal best knew his father when he had been receivkde, so does man best know God when his sin is
put away. When sin is forgiven communion is comneenasin is the great stone which lies at the door,
and when this is rolled away we enter in and se& Go

But, beloved, we now speak of a matter which weeh@woved by experienceir-the pardon of sin
there is made to the pardoned man a clear and uakable revelation of God to his own sdwenture
to say that there is a clearer revelation of Goth&individual in the forgiveness of his sin tham be
found anywhere else. God is to be seen in natuteo Wmong us would wish to question it? Walk
abroad, and look around you, and above you, andlégiour God! But while men are under the domin-
ion of sin, nature does not reveal God to themy #nges are held and they will not perceive HimeTh
most eminent students of nature have some of tkemined without the discovery of a God. The same
is true of providence. God comes very close to nraay by preserving their lives from imminent peril,
or by providing them with things necessary in thenment of great need, and yet we have known men
living in the center of wondrous providences, anelythave only thought themselves lucky fellows, or
clever persons, and so have traced God’s merclyance or self. And let me go a little further. The-
elation which God has made in this Holy Book, thwoitgs an eminently clear and heavenly revelation,
does not bring the personal assurance to man vdoigtes by pardon of sin. Many have read the book
from their childhood, and know large portions obijt heart, and yet they have never seen God in His
own Word. But let me tell you, if you have evertfiétle guilt and burden of sin, and God has come to
you and brought you to the Savior’s feet, and yauehlooked up and seen the great Sacrifice, and put
your trust in Him, and the Spirit has borne witnesth your spirit that your sins and your iniqugie
have been forgiven you—then you know the Lord veithphasis and beyond all doubt. In such a dis-
covery of the Godhead there is a joyful convictian, absolute certainty, a more than mathematical
demonstration. The knowledge of God received bisandt sense of pardoned sin is more certain than
knowledge derived by the use of the senses in shpegtaining to this life.

This personal manifestation has about it a singgéory of overwhelming self-evidendeid you
ever notice, when reading the Scripture, how samextiGod makes the pardon of sin the proof of His
Deity? In the forty-fourth chapter of Isaiah youllvdee how God, through the prophet, laughs at the
false gods. He makes sport of the wooden deitiEse ‘smith with the tongs both works in the coahsl a
fashions it with hammers, and works it with theesgth of his arms. The carpenter stretches outlhes
he marks it out with a line.” All this is sacredcasm against the false gods. But when Jehovahsome
to prove that He is the true God, what does He $wad verse twenty-two of that same chapter—°I
have blotted out, as a thick cloud, your transgoess and as a cloud your sins: return unto Me;l for
have redeemed you.” Here He does not quote théiameaf the heavens and the earth, or the working
of miracles of power, but to a sinful people He ewlkhis the master proof, “I have blotted out your
sins.” Did any of the gods of the heathen forgires® These things that are made of carved work and
gilt by the carpenter, and the goldsmith, did teegr blot out iniquity? Did they ever pretend tosh®
Jehovah’s Godhead is proved by His forgivenessnpfasd it is so proved to all who receive that-par
don.

Look again, and see how God calls men to Himseléteive salvation because He is God. See Isai-
ah 45:22, “Look unto Me, and be you saved, alleéhds of the earth: for | am God, and there is none
else.” He alone is God, and therefore they aredrdd look to Him for salvation. As He proved His
Godhead by salvation, so now He proves salvatioRlisyGodhead. The two are bound up in one bun-
dle. Let the burdened sinner see how they aredaiogether.

In the thirty-third chapter of the Second Book dfr@nicles, let me read to you concerning Manas-
seh, who had shed innocent blood very much, “Wheeethe Lord brought upon them the captains of
the host of the king of Assyria, which took Mandsaenong the thorns, and bound him with fetters, and
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carried him to Babylon. And when he was in afftictihe besought the Lord his God, and humbled him-
self greatly before the God of his fathers, ang/@daunto Him: and He was entreated of him, anddchear
his supplication, and brought him again to Jerusal®&o his kingdomThen Manasseh knew that the
Lord He was God."When Jehovah pardoned him, then the great sinrew khat Jehovah was God.
There is no evidence like it. Infinite mercy peraliyireceived is a demonstration of the Godhead.

The church of God, when she was in her praisefuhé& of mind, and full of joy, what do you think
was her song? Micah 7:18 gives it to us—“Who isaal Gke unto You, that pardons iniquity, and pass-
es by the transgression of the remnant of Hisdwg2 He retains not His anger forever, becausesHe d
lights in mercy. He will turn again, He will haverapassion upon us; He will subdue our iniquities] a
You will cast all their sins into the depths of thea.” Hallelujah! Who is a God like unto You? We
wonder more at the God of pardons than at the Gaolduaders. There is a more vivid apprehension of
the Godhead in obtaining mercy than in beholdingke@f power.

Beloved, you must bear with me a minute or two &/ispeak upon this delightful theme. | should
just like a week in which to preach from this teamd then | should need another month. How a man
sees God when he comes to know in his own Hmlfullness of pardomtended by this matchless
word, “Their sins and their iniquities will | remdrar no more”! Can this be so? Does the Lord make a
clean sweep of all my sins? Can it be that the l@sl cast them all behind His back? Has He blotted
out the record which accused me? Has He cast mytsithe depths of the sea? Hallelujah! He is d Go
indeed. This is a God-like act. O Jehovah! Whakis into You? When | know my sin to be forgiven, |
need no one to say to me, “Know the Lord,” therfedls of His pardon has made Him known.

Mark, also,how freely,out of His mere love, the Lord forgives, and heréisplays His Godhead!
No payment on our part, of suffering or servicaeguired. The Lord pardons for His own name’s sake
He blots out sin because He delights in mercy. Thigke a God. | know Him, | rejoice in Him, since
He has so freely pardoned me.

When the soul comes to think thle method of mercyt, has a further knowledge of God. There is a
great point in this. Conscience inquires—“If Goddiwes me, can He do it justly? Can He forgive con-
sistently with His character and His position as giheat moral Governor?” We see that He has stt for
a propitiation, that He has provided a great saeriby which He can be just and yet the justifiehion
that believes. Herein is wisdom. We spell over iieelation, even the worgubstitution Jesus was
made a curse for us. Then we cry out, “Oh, the ensa@f God!” In the extraordinary plan of salvation
by grace through Christ Jesus, all the divinelaitas are set in a glorious light, and God is mamevn
as never before. Oh, the splendor of redeeming IDwes not every soul that knows the mystery of the
cross know the Lord? Jesus says, “He that hasMedras seen the Father.”

Brethren, do not forget the great love which, whkissplan was struck out, provided the august per-
son for the working out of that plan! “He spared Kiis own Son, but freely delivered Him up for us
all.” When | think that the God who was offended $igy was Himself the sufferer on its account, my
thoughts of God are raised far above any heighttizh the interesting facts of science have elalate
them. As | see God in nature, | reverence Him; sesel him in providence, | adore Him; as | see Him i
Christ Jesus, pardoning my sin, | know Him.

If you just turn my text over a little, you will peeive another truth, “I will forgive their iniquit and
| will remember their sin no more.” To my minthe immutability of divine pardois one of the most
brilliant facets of the diamond. Some think thatd@orgives, but afterwards punishes; that you may b
justified today, but condemned tomorrow. Such isthe teaching of our text. God does not play fast
and loose with pardon in that fashion. “Their samgl their iniquities will | remember no more.” Hdlw
not recollect one of them; they are gone cleanofuhe divine memory. Of course, it is a figure of
speech, since in a certain sense God cannot fdnges He says that He will not remember, | am con
tent to believe Him. The Lord looks upon the foemvone as if he had never sinned. Our debts are so
fully paid by our Lord Jesus, that there is notaaoount upon the file of omniscience against any pa
doned one. God Himself cannot recall His peopleisfer He vows that He will remember it no more.
Remember how the Lord has said, “In those days,ratidat time, says the Lord, the iniquity of Idrae
shall be sought for, and there shall be none; badins of Judah, and they shall not be foundt Vai
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pardon them whom I reserve.” If you know this ieesible pardon, my brethren, you know the Lord
better than you will ever know Him through gazirigtree stars, or cutting through the rocks to thetee

of the globe. This to you is a manifestation of Gxch more powerful and effectual sort than allttha
you will ever read of or hear of from your fellowmdf the Lord God this morning not only permits me
to speak to you, but if He Himself by His own Spapplies the pardoning blood of Jesus to youhao t
you enjoy a sense of reconciliation, this will pilltgospel matters beyond the wash of a doubt; avew

of question can come up so far. If you are madéhbySpirit to know that you are accepted in the Be-
loved—if a sense of that acceptance comes streamingyour soul just as yonder sunshine pours
through that window, you will say to yourself, | dodeed know the Lord. That heavenly joy, that
“peace of God” will bring to you a full assurancé&ieh nothing can disturb. Arguments, words, rea-
sons—these are all the froth of the pot, but reatact with God and conscious enjoyment of the @eac
giving power of the Holy Spirit, these are soliddofor souls. If God deals with you, my brotherdan
you know Him, this is sure knowledge. Neither timi¢h its lapse, nor suffering with its fret, norulu
with its venom, nor death with its terrors, canetdfom you that certainty of faith which comes wiitie
pardon of sin. If you do not know the Lord by Hisrgonal manifestation of Himself in pardoning your
sin, 1 do not wonder that you are easily turnedualiy every wind of doctrine, but if you do knoweth
Lord by His appearing to you in grace, you are belythe short-range guns of the enemy. Our memo-
ries must fail us, and our senses must leave wsd@fe can doubt the glorious Godhead of our Jeho-
vah. We may be beaten in argument by the soplastfithe new theologians, but we cling to the facts
of our experience, and cannot be parted from thWwhen the God of the Old Testament is decried, we
glory in Him, saying, “He has pardoned my sin, #mes He has proved Himself to be God indeed.” Our
opponents may turn round and say, “That is no aeguro us;” we only reply, “We dare say it is not,
but it is argument enough for us, and we must lgaxeto judge for yourselves. If you will not belee

our testimony, we are clear.” May the Lord renewotw souls, from day to day, our sense of pardoned
sin, and we shall be happily established in Hithfand fear, whatever others may have to say. G, h

| desire that all my hearers may seek and finddimspardoning God in Christ Jesus! Look to yow-Sa
ior hanging on the tree, bearing the curse that maght be blessed. Look, | say, and you also shall
know the Lord. The Lord help you: Amen and amen.
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