Sermon #1993 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

DRIVING THE VULTURES AWAY FROM THE SACRIFICE
NO. 1993

A SERMON
INTENDED FOR READING ON LORD’S-DAY, NOVEMBER 27, 18 87,
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.
ON THURSDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 3, 1887,

“And when the fowls came down upon the carcassestain drove them away.”
Genesis 15:11.

ABRAHAM, when he was childless, received the amg@zmnomise that his seed should be as the
stars of heaven for number. This he believed, andaith in Jehovah “was counted unto him for right
eousness.” Surely there is more righteousnesausiinig the Lord than in all the works of the flesh!
Those who speak lightly of faith are of a differemihd from the Lord, whose judgment is according to
truth.

For the confirmation of the patriarch’s faith thertd resolved to give to His servant a gracioud-visi
ation which should be regarded as the solemn makKiagcovenant, and also as a prophecy of thedutur
history of the promised seed. Abram was biddenritogbvictims; a heifer, a she-goat, a ram, a turtle
dove, and a pigeon. The language is peculiar, ‘Odrd said unto him, Takkle an heifer of three years
old,” and then in the next verse we read, “And dektuntoHim all these.” Thus God and His servant
each took part in the sacrifice, and so they sghfim symbol the communion which the Lord God has
with His people in the covenant of grace, as th@gttogether in that one great Sacrifice of ourdLor
Jesus, which is the soul and essence of all theasdtofferings. It was an offering taken for Godieth
the Lord accepted, but it was, also, an offerirkgtaunto Himself by Abraham, who saw Christ’'s day—
saw it, and was glad.

The man of God obeyed the command of God with geattness and deliberation, laying the piec-
es of the sacrifice in due order, and then waitipgn God until He should be pleased to furtherakve
Himself. But what is this? The solemn service stutibbed by foul birds. The most intense devotion is
liable to interruptions of the worst sort. In thasg if a camel falls dead in the desert, thesaalimost
immediately full of winged things. Vultures thatchaot been visible before, not so much as one of
them, will suddenly appear, as if by magic, comiram every quarter and circling over the carcass.
“Wheresoever the body is, there will the eaglegdttbered together.”

These and smaller carnivorous birds are the scavergf warm countries, and do not long allow
any flesh to remain uneaten. So, doubtless, whenittims presented by the patriarch Abram wer lai
upon the altar, they spied the bodies from afad, lzastened to the prey. It was nothing to the ve&u
whether they were victims slaughtered for God,reatures that had fallen dead on the plain, far tou
their instinct they discovered the carcasses awl fb them, even as Job said of the eagle, “Wheze t
slain are, there is she.” Flights of buzzards, kites, and carrion crows, began to make their appea
in the sky, and they would have swooped down upensiacrifices and defiled them, or borne them
away piece-meal, if the patriarch, who had presktite sacrifices, had not kept watch at the althis
he did right earnestly and vigorously, so that eadrin the text, “When the fowls came down upon the
carcasses, Abram drove them away.” When we meéat @atd, we must be serious and resolute in His
worship, and if difficulties arise, we must encamthem with all our might, resolving that we vaffer
to God a sacrifice which shall not be torn in pgebg distracting influences.

Observe that Abram, when he had done as God haditml, and had brought the victims, and laid
them in their places, did not go home in a hurnd aay, “It is near sundown, Sarah will expect me i
the tent.” No, he remained by the sacrifice. Herttigrudge the time, nor feel a sense of wearjrmgs
he loved the worship of God, and therefore lingatthe altar till the sun was going down. Nothisig
to be hurried in devotion; never is haste moreayplace than in divine worship. The habit of quiet
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waiting upon God, of never being in a hurry to lo&e the willingness to give time and thought ® th
service of God, is not as common as one could vidshwhen a man is thoroughly devout, and God’s
Spirit has spoken with him, he is not satisfiednierely give the allotted time to divine servicet@ipri-
vate devotion, he loathes to be gone. He wouldbditst in at the house of the Lord, and lastafut.

He can wait the Lord’s leisure and not grow impatieeven if, hour after hour, the converse is not
closed. The longer the better when God is neaAnd.if the blessing seems far away, and it does not
come all of a sudden, the gracious worshipper waits it does come, for he would not go away with-
out the benediction of the Lord.

When we are serving the Lord, our holy anxiety it abate till we are fairly through with the
service. Abram had laid the victims on the altar, s yet no fire from heaven had consumed thenh, an
so he remained on the spot to see that all wastwéiie end. The servant of the Lord does not lgsit
place till he has seen the matter through. Fortfeatrall should yet be spoiled he sets himselfatch.
When, therefore, the kites and carrion crows com&ng the waiting patriarch is there to meet them.
Had he gone away in haste to attend to his ordidatigs, the sacrifice had been stolen, or polluBed
he waits, and does well in waiting. My soul, wailyoupon God, even as a maid waits on her mistress!
Watch and pray, and watch still. “Blessed are ladlytthat wait for Him.” They that can be at leisure
with God, who do not hurry over what they have ¢¢ ahd who feel that their time is God’s time, thes
are the true sons of Abraham. If any worldly busghnevould hurry them away, they will not permit it;
they give men the cold shoulder rather than rolr therd, and rob themselves, by hasty worship. Till
their appointment with God is over, they are atman’s call. They cannot break up their interviewhwi
God, but must tarry and wait His utmost time. Lasything unforeseen should happen and spoil their
service, they will wait till the sun goes down, aaxkn when sleep overtakes them, they will be where
the Lord will meet with them in the night-watchésle so shall favor them. It is wise to never leave
devotions till God Himself has pronounced the d&sal by a benediction, has given the blessingeo th
full, and so has bidden His servants go in peace.

| think that this staying of Abram to defend therdice when the ravenous birds came down upon it
may be used as a lesson to us in three respexdsldtius zealously guard the great Sacrifice of Ghris
When the foul birds, which are so numerous, esfhggisst now, come down upon the sacrifice, let us
drive them away. Secondly, let us guard that msaarifice,the grateful sacrifice of ourselve$/hen
the birds of temptation come down upon it, let tigedthem away. Thirdly, let us anxiously gudndse
separate sacrifices of devotiavhich come out of our dedicated lives. When amghtomes down to
disturb us in prayer or praise, let us resolve wmtvill drive it away. Oh that the Spirit of altaxe may
bless this discourse to us that we may therebybigeel to holy watchfulness!

l. First, with regard to THE GREAT SACRIFICE OF OUR RD JESUS CHRIST. This has been,
and always will be, the great object of attack g €énemies of God. One would have said, if one had
not known human nature, that the doctrine of thesstutionary Sacrifice, Christ dying in our stead,
would, of all events, have commanded the lovingfidence of every human heart. It is so wonderful a
system, this plan by which justice is vindicated amercy is magnified, that one instinctively exseail
men to reverently accept it. It would seem too grawcharge to bring against our apostate racetbgpt
would set to work to quibble at the divine expetli@amd so pick holes in their own salvation, arycddr
contradict the kindest hope that God Himself cadtibefore them. But so it has been. The preadfing
the cross is to them that perish foolishness. #tiisto the Jews a stumbling block, and to thedéks
foolishness, though it is indeed the power of God] the wisdom of God. It has happened according to
the Word of the Lord, “Behold | lay in Zion a stuhmg stone and rock of offense.” Therefore, dear
friends, all of you who by faith approach the Skaeiof our Lord Jesus, and who base your hopes of
heaven thereon, watch lest the vultures come dgen the Sacrifice, and be ready to drive them away.

Note well, thathe sacrifice which Abraham guarded was of divirdiration. Jehovah Himself had
told him what creatures to kill, how to divide theamd how to arrange the pieces upon the altaditie
nothing according to his own invention; he offeredwill-worship; but he did everything as it wagpr
scribed to him. Because this sacrifice was divireghpointed, he could not bear that kites and crows
should peck at it, and tear it at their pleasurés even so with the Sacrifice of our Lord Jestsi<;
my blood boils that so many men should dare toilags#t which the Lord Jehovah has appointed. It
was God who devised the plan, it was God who gageSdn out of His own bosom to die, it is God
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Himself who has commended that plan to our heartd, made us put our trust in His great Sacrifice.
Oh, it brings the tears into our eyes, and the dloto our cheeks, that any should trample on tiee p
cious blood, and speak ill of the vicarious sufiga of Christ! Whoever the men may be, yes, though
they were angels from heaven, we could not havierpzd with them. We cannot help regarding those as
worse than carrion crows who would desire to totinte most sublime though simplest of all doctrines,
that Jesus Christ bore our sins in His own bodyhentree. They dare to say that it is immoral tp-su
pose that our sin could be transferred to Christlie righteousness to us. Thus, to charge thengate
act of grace with immorality is to profane the $iga® of God, and count the blood of Jesus an unhol
thing. It is not for us to speak sweetly of thoseowdeal scurvily with Christ. If they are enemids o
Christ, our Sacrifice, they cannot be friends ofsoWe shake the dust from our feet against thdse w
reject the doctrine of a crucified Savior, slairthie sinner’s stead. They are no brethren of oins -
ject the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin ofwbed. We are anxious to drive off those who peck
at our Lord’s substitutionary Sacrifice, becauss Bacrifice is of divine appointment.

Next, we see a further reason for guarding theifgacin the fact thatt is of most solemn import
That sacrifice was so to Abram. It meant, you knawpvenant. The sacrifice, as Abram had presented
it at God’s appointing, was the token of his beimgught into covenant relationship with God. Nowv, t
my mind, it is one of the most delightful truths®dripture, though so much neglected, that Gods pe
ple are in covenant with God, by a covenant of gr&m old Scotch theologian was known to say that
he who understood the two covenants, understoow/iode science of theology, and | believe it is so.
The very pith of the whole business lies in thatken covenant of works by which we are ruined, iand
that everlasting covenant of grace, ordered inthatlgs and sure, by which we are saved. The bldod o
our Lord Jesus Christ is the “blood of the event@stovenant,” even as He says to us at the cononuni
table, “This cup is the new covenant in My blootl.{ou take His Sacrifice away, of course you take
the covenant away. Those who deny the vicariousifi@achave no faith in the covenant; in fact, they
never speak of such a thing, but place it amongotheolete terms which their forefathers used, but
which they themselves have altogether renouncexm Fneir teaching the covenant is gone, and when
that is gone, my brethren, what is left? If the emant is forgotten, what remains to be our support
when, like David, we come to our dying beds? Alasds if we cannot then exclaim, “Although my
house is not so with God; yet He has made with mewerlasting covenant, ordered in all things and
sure”! We cannot let the vultures tear this Sawgififor it is to us the token of the covenant, dtkere
is no covenant of grace, then is our preaching,\amd your faith is also vain, and we are still enthe
curse of the broken law. If you are still out oiveaant with God, what hope, what safety, what peace
what joy is there for you? Away, you kites, who hoeering over the Sacrifice with ill intent! Youay
pretend to be harmless as doves, but we cannet gtla to profane the covenant, and peck at thei-Sacr
fice.

And next, we must guard this Sacrifice, becatheee God most fully displays His gradewas at
the place of the sacrifice which Abram had offetfeat God was pleased to come and reveal Himself to
the patriarch as He had not done before. “Andnte#o pass, that, when the sun went down, andst wa
dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lpagsed between those pieces. In the same day the
Lord made a covenant with Abram.” The place of i§iaeris the place of revelation. Where the blosd i
shed there grace is manifested. If you would se& i@dhe wilderness, you must go to the place where
the sacrifices were offered, for the place of $meriwas the place where God met His people. The me
cy seat where God displayed His grace to men waskégd with blood. It must always be so. God can-
not meet with sinful men except in Him who is theedviediator between God and man, whose Sacrifice
has reconciled us unto Himself. “Without sheddifidplood there is no remission,” and without remis-
sion there is no fellowship. Therefore, as we Ithwe mercy of God, we must contend for the Sacrifice
of Christ, and we must not bear that it shoulddrered, much less that it should be decried. Telie r
gion is gone when the vicarious work of Jesus &stjaned. In the forefront of all preaching mustlie
cross. “In this sign we conquer,” as Constanting sahis dream. There is no conquest over human
hearts except by the story of the death of Jesuthéosins of men. Deprive us of the Sacrifice, bad
hold an army which has lost both its banners asdviéapons of war. The gates of hope are closed
against the guilty when the atonement is denie@. Wimdows through which light should come to the
penitent are sealed against a single beam of hbea wnce you take away the sacrificial death afisles
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Christ our Lord. Therefore will we drive away trevenous birds as long as we have a hand to move. As
we love the souls of men, we will spend our lasilin in the defense of our Lord’s substitution. Gan
bear to see man’s last refuge taken away? Goddfofsay, you evil birds! The heroes of old chased
the harpies from their feasts, much more would vikeed/ou from the altar of our God.

We will do this all the more because, as | have saiyou beforethis is the chief point of attack
Every doctrine of revelation has been assailedthmibrder of battle passed by the black prindhiat
hour runs as follows—"Fight neither with small rgrneat, save only with the crucified King of Israel.

If they can carry the bastion of substitutionhiéy can throw down the great truth of atonemeset) tl
the rest will go, as a matter of course. The ctaksn away, indeed, there is nothing left worthedef
ing. If the ark of the Lord is taken, what remainsisrael? Writdchabod,for the glory has departed.
Therefore let us gather up our strength, that wg wgorously chase the vultures from the altarhs t
living God.

“How are we to do it?” one asks. Well, we can dlue help in this struggle. Firdby a constant,
immovable faith in Jesus Christ our crucified Sa¥m ourselves Oh, rest in Him, my beloved! Rest
more in His great Sacrifice every day, rest moteliigently, more happily, more implicitly in th&n-
ished work of His which He has worked out for ais people. Looking unto Jesus; coming unto Jesus;
resting in Jesus; following Jesus; let that beraplete description of your lives. Every day let yown
heart be more united to the Well-beloved Bridegrptove Him best of all as you see Him arrayed in
wounds and bloody sweat. Are not these His choiocestments? | am sure your hearts are never so
stirred with holy feeling as when you dwell at Galy, and behold the Surety of the covenant dyimg fo
you. Think more and more of Him who loved you te theath, and thereby redeemed you from the
death which your own sins deserved. Sing to a greweet melody—

“The ever-blessed Son of God

Went up to Calvary for me;

There paid my debt, there bore my load
In His own body on the tree.”

Let your own confidence be strong, and tlrery frequently make an open declaration of youthfa
in the atoning Sacrificel say “very frequently,” for | think the oblatioaf our confession of Christ
should be presented continually in these days. mbee frequently we bring forward the truth of the
atonement the better, when so many are coveringuibbling at it, or contradicting it. Many of our
Non-Conformist churches are accustomed to have eonan once a month, and think that quite often
enough; it may be so, but we delight to bring befibre eyes of men on every first day of the week th
tokens of the Redeemer’s Sacrifice. The tokensatebjects of superstitious reverence to us, btit y
they are very dear, as sweetly reminding us ofiddty broken for our sake, and His blood pourechfort
for our redemption. As long as that ordinance iseoted, there will be a memorial of Christ’s deafth
the most instructive and impressive kind. But wketypu can use the emblems or not, declare thie trut
itself. Let your conversation be full of Christ criied, and if there is any question anywhere alibigt
matter, take your stand, and let all know that gaue seen that Lamb of God which takes away the sin
of the world. On this point there can be no diffexe among really regenerate men. This is one of the
dividers of the chaff from the wheat. This greaigmet will not draw to itself any but the metal whiis
akin to itself. Take care that there is no hesiaatmout this truth. When the birds come down upn t
Sacrifice, let your childlike faith in Christ, ary@ur clear statement of the truth about Him, helgrive
them away. Those who are not in love with the deetwill not long court your company. To some of
us it is felt to be a duty to make as bold a defeasswe can of this imperishable truth, and we d,ail
we knew of still plainer words, use them constantly

“God forbid that | should glory save in the Crod$soar Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is
crucified unto me, and | unto the world.” Stand faach man in his place, in the defense of thi¢rak
truth of our most blessed faith, and be prepamdihfe sake of this, to endure all things from ddeer-
sary. Abram was an old man, and a vulture and edpea dozen vultures, eager for their prey, ave n
easy to deal with; they are very ugly customemy tshow no respect for the sacrifice, and certaioty
for those who would prevent them from dishonorihg sacrifice. Angry, and resolute, and free from
every principle of reverence, nothing is finer ptaythem than to tear the great sacrifice of Gbavd
come in their way, they will aim at our eyes, aadrtour faces, and our hands. Let them come on; we
are prepared for their worst onslaughts. Be readgndure anything for the sake of the doctrine of a
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crucified Savior, made sin for us though He knewsmg that we might be made the righteousness of
God in Him; made a curse for us, as it is writt&Dursed is everyone that hangs on a tree.” The day
shall come when he shall count himself most bles#sal died for Christ, and earned the ruby crown of
those who spilt their blood for His dear sake. ieemulate them by being willing to sacrifice cluées,

and friendship, and position, and all else, so Wwinay stand forth unquestionably clear upondlos
rious truth, this article by which a church standg$alls. As churches receive it, they stand; &y tleject

it, they are outside the pale of the true houselbblfiith. “When the fowls came down upon the car-
casses, Abram drove them away.” To this work legjiue ourselves till the sun goes down, and we fall
asleep to behold the vision of God.

II. But now, coming, perhaps, closer home to some ofdgar friends, let us apply this example of
Abram to ourselves in the matter of THE GRATEFULERAFICE OF OUR LIVES. It is our reasona-
ble service, that we present ourselves a livingifsae, holy, acceptable unto God by our Lord Jesus
Christ, and we must guard our consecration aggiesiemptations which will assail it.

| am addressing tonight many of you who feel thai faveentered into covenant with God by Je-
sus Christ You are henceforth and forever Jehovah’s covedlones, and in consequence of that cov-
enant, through the Sacrifice of Chrigbu have become the LordRemember last Sunday night the text
which finished, “And you became Mine.” There wasveeet ring about those words to my ears, “You
becameMine.” “You are not your own, you are bought with a pficéou know the sneer about the
“mercantile atonement,” but oh, | love the word tight,” and, as if to make it more mercantile sthie
Holy Spirit has worded it even more plainly, “botuig¥ith a price.” We take all those reproaches about
the mercantile theory into our bosom, and hide tkteene, as greater riches than the treasures lafsphi
ophy. We are not ashamed of the Words of God Him&eld now, henceforth beloved, we do confess
that we belong wholly to Christ, from the crownaefr head to the sole of our feet; body, soul, aid s
it; time, talent, thought, substance, all that we, and all that we have. We have been “bought with
price,” and henceforth we put in no claim to ourss| for we belong absolutely to the Lord that bdug
us. Now, now the vultures will come! The carriolmws and kites will from afar behold this sacrifice,
and they will hasten to the prey. You do not searthionight, perhaps. No, but the traveler doesaet
these evil fowls, till all of a sudden the sky sesedark with them. The horrid, hideous creaturesecom
like lightning for rapidity, and they are hungry @sath when they arrive on the scene. You that@ne
secrated to God may expect that, though you dee®them, there are vultures looking down upon the
sacrifice, and you must be prepared to drive thewaya

“What sort of vultures will there be?” asks one. I\Wthere will comedoubts as to eternal things
There will be questions about your own wisdom ivirgg yourself up to God. | hope you have been
strangers to such birds of prey, but some of u® et been; doubts as to whether there is a God to
serve; doubts as to whether there is a heaverteamaéfuture, a blessed reward; doubts as to venéth
is well to give up this world for the next, or n@rive them away, brethren! Drive them away! When
the birds come down upon the sacrifice, drive tlavay, as he did, who had all the riches of Egypt of
fered to him, yet “endured, as seeing Him who 8siible.” This is what you and | must do; feel thiat
is but commonsense, sanctified commonsense, todkénl out for that which will endure forever, and
to let these temporary things go, if it is needhdt they go, that we may win the crown that fadets
away.

Possibly there will come to some of you youngek$dionddreams of ambitionNow you are con-
tent to be a Christian, satisfied to mix with ppeople in holy service, quite pleased at an oppdstu
of teaching in a ragged school. Ah! But there mame a moment when Satan will show you the king-
doms of this world, and he will say, “All these Wlilgive you, if you will fall down and worship nie,
and you may feel as if the service of Christ wats after all, very respectable, that you could ettdr
in the world, find choicer company, enter more sed¢ociety. But drive, drive these carrion crowsagw
my brothers and sisters, there cannot be anyttongparable in the world to the service of God, there
cannot be anything so worthy of your noblest maahas to be truly the disciples of the Lord Jesus
Christ. When these fowls come down upon the saerifirive them away.

Another wretched sort of black crows, however, dssaen more frequently; they come in the form
of the cares of life-the care of getting bread, the hardness of labanyva man has said, “Well now, |
have many children, and | work hard, and | am peargly | must not seek first the kingdom of God
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and His righteousness,” and straightway he beginseglect the assembling of himself together with
God’s people, and then he thinks that he must spepart of the Sabbath in labor, and times that he
used to spend in prayer are given up to meanercymgnt. But oh! If ever a man ought to cling to
Christ more than at any other time, it is whendpador. You that are burdened with cares, youlae t
people who need Christ most of all. If a man livec palace, and had no Christ to go to, | wouldl ca
him a miserable being, but if you have to toil et the comforts of this life, so much the moresmea
that you should enjoy those eternal compensatidnshacan help you to bear up in your struggle. Oh,
let not, | pray you, the cares of this life takeuyioom Christ! Live for Him; you cannot live withou
Him; do not try it. The heavier your difficultied)je more grace you need. Cling all the more clggely
your Lord when troubles come. When the birds cooerdupon the sacrifice—those carking cares, and
wearinesses, and troubles of life—drive them away.

Perhaps | may be speaking to certain consecratacanmstwomen, who have met with other horridly
filthy fowls. Of course, you never saw vulturegheir native state; if you did see them once, yow¥
never want to see them again; they are such loasweatures. But there will come to godly men,
sometimestemptations to sinThe purest have been tempted to impurity; thetrdesout have been
tempted to blaspheme; men full of integrity haverb&empted to dishonesty, and the most truthful to
falsehood. We cannot tell what we may be temptediotoBut here is our one business with these vul-
tures; let as drive them away. You cannot helpsdilging over your heads in the air, but do notthetm
alight, and build their nests in your hair. Temjatias will come, but do not entertain them. Driverth
away. Give the vultures the quarter-staff; makeehorrible creatures feel that you cannot and el
permit them to take up a lodging anywhere near ydmam drove them away; he would have no parley
with them. He threw his staff at them, shoutedhatt, struck at them, and drove them away. God help
us to do so with every foul temptation!

But there is a nasty, sleepy kind of vulture, achltieness;one of the vultures that sit and sleep by
the hour together—and | think | have seen themratdwere sometimes. This vulture comes to some
good men, who say they belong to Christ, but thasstjon we must leave to their own consciencas. It
a sleepy vulture, and they say that “they thinkythave labored long enough.” They used to be in the
Sunday school when they were younger, but theynaveweary of such constant toil. They used to be
very earnest in the front rank, but now their positseems to be to sit in an arm-chair, and wateh t
battle, and see how other people fight. | have sdemderly cheered lately by a large number oftbret
ren who have greatly sympathized with me, and lakipe to fight the Lord’s battles by bravely looking
on. They remind me of Mr. Gough’s story of Bettydahe bear. She beat the bear with her broom with
all her might, and her brave husband, who had @uirdo ladder into the loft, helped her grandly by bi
ding her hit the bear harder and harder, whileclo&dd on. | hope | may yet receive worthier hekmnth
this. Let us all be up and doing, and take ourdghhre of the warfare. | exhort you, if the vultofan-
dolence comes your way, to drive it away. A nagixgty creature it is, after all, if it makes a mainGod
who is capable of Christian service, to a high degsit still, fold his arms, and say, “There ishiag
more for me to do.”

One vulture, too, that wants to be driven awayth&t of measuring yourselves with other people
Some, judge that, they do all that is expectedeirt if they copy other people. Their guinea is gkva
put underneath somebody else’s guinea. If they gawgeit would not be too much for them, but still
they are satisfied as long as they do as welllzer gteople. Let us get out of this. If we are aydyng to
be what other people are, we shall run great o$keing unprofitable servants. “Comparing themsglv
among themselves,” says the apostle, “they arevisg.” | will neither stand in another man’s sheg¢s
the day of judgment, nor today, for, though | végquently feel as though | were surer of any other
man’s salvation than my own, yet at no time woutthfe to run the risk of changing with anyone,lfor
do know something about myself, but | know nothifigny other man’s heart. Let no one make another
man his measure and standard. | pray you not tsodéor if you do, it will be a vulture that willedile
your sacrifice. The man who can live most compjetelGod shall be the happiest man even in thes lif
He, whose heart’s desire is, only to spend andobatdor Christ, shall find that he will win a pefa
state of heart, and this is a foreshadowing of eBeavmean not that we should seek to win this ook
paltry world, which God has purposely put under feet, but | mean that the meek “inherit the eanh”
the highest and truest sense. He shall have thé ahosal happiness that is willing to lose happse
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and lose everything so that he may win Christ, lamdound in Him, not having his own righteousness,
which is of the law, but the righteousness whicbfi&od by faith. Therefore, when any of the raueno
fowls of evil come down upon your life’s sacrifiadrjve them away.

lIl. And so | must close with only a few sentences upamnlast point; GUARD ALL THE SACRI-
FICES OF YOUR DEVOTION. When, the fowls come dowon your sacrifices of prayer, and praise,
and meditation, drive them away. Have you notid¢ed if all day long there is not a knock at the oo
there will be one if you retire to pray? It is wiskedo as the Savior says, “Enter into your cloaay
when you have shut the dogray to your Father that sees in secret.” Thattstyuof the door means
that we are to seek secrecy, and to prevent iqtgoru A little boy, who was accustomed to spemnakti
every day in prayer, went up into a hayloft, ancewline climbed into the hayloft, he always pulleg th
ladder up after him. Someone asked him why he alitHe answered, “As there is no door, | pull up the
ladder.” Oh, that we could always in some way bt ¢connection between our soul and the intruding
things which lurk below! There is a story told oérand of some person, | never knew who it was, who
desired to see me on a Saturday night, when | haidnsyself up to make ready for the Sabbath. He was
very great and important, and so the maid cameyalsat someone desired to see me. | bade her say
that it was my rule to see no one at that timenTiewas more important and impressive still, aid,s
“Tell Mr. Spurgeon that a servant of the Lord JeShsist desires to see him immediately.” The fright
ened servant brought the message, but the sendedddtle by it, for my answer was, “Tell him ha
busy with his Master, and cannot see servants nSamfietimes you must use strong measures. Did not
our Lord tell His messengers, on one occasionakates no man on the way? Courtesy must give place
to devotion. It is incumbent on you that you sholidalone with your Lord, and if intruders force an
entrance, they must be sent about their business.

Alas! If you send men and women away, evil birddl wiill not be so dismissed. Wandering
thoughts and inward troubles—how shall these beethaway? That door must be well shut which
keeps the devil out. He comes in at the smalleshinmig, for he is a serpent, and serpents get imavhe
other creatures cannot; they have a wriggling wdlg them. Satan will twist himself in to us when we
hope we are beyond his reach. Drive him away, brotHe will go if you resist him. “Resist the devil
and he will flee from you.” He will not stand fireyou are determined to have a shot at him. Agatio
thoughts which harass and distract you, serioustgrchine that you will drive them away. All your
thoughts of sorrow, dismiss them at the mercy geafor all business thoughts, do not entertaimthe
Say what Abraham said to the servants, “Abide ende | go and worship God yonder.” Tell the
world, “So far may you come, but no farther—I musuill keep my sacrifice of praise and prayer be-
fore the Lord.” Sir Thomas Abney had been accustbtoenave family prayer at a certain time. He was
made Lord Mayor of London. His hour of family prayeeing sometime about the time of the banquet,
he begged to be excused for a little, for he hadrgant engagement with a special friend. He thentw
and called his family together, to meet with Gograyer. Do the same, if even a banquet should come
down upon you; quit the table for the altar, andiryguests for your God. When our time for prayer
draws near, if all the twelve apostles were to @neia our street, we ought not to give up our geva
prayer for the sake of hearing them all. When tingslbcome down upon the sacrifice, drive them away,
however fine they may look; drive off the golderglea as well as the crows. This will require great
watchfulness. Cast yourselves upon the power oHiblg Spirit. He alone can help us, even with our
infirmities, much more with our distractions. Let ary to Him, that His divine overshadowing may be
both shield and great reward to us while we attempraw near to God in private worship.

Now, my dear hearers, | will keep you no longeGept to say this; those of you who came here to-
night to hear the Word, | pray you do not go awatyheut a blessing. Something or other has happened,
perhaps, to distract you; drive it away. The Sawibf Christ is the thing you have to look to. kam-
to the Lord Jesus, and be saved, and if anythimgesobetween you and His atoning death, drive it
away. Come tonight to Jesus. Why should it not bba® the last time the preacher will be here on
Thursday nights for a little while. Did he not dsk a closing and crowning blessing? It will belisad
to the full if you are saved tonight. You can beexh you shall be saved if you look to Jesus, tieaty
Sin offering. Give yourselves up to the Sawiomw, upon the spot.

You that have believed in Jesus unto eternal déifel have just begun the divine life, it will not be
long before you are beset with various temptati@es.prepared for those fowls, whose chief is the
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prince of the power of the air, and labor to diikem away. You think that, since you are converited,
will be all plain sailing now. You make a mistakeis now that the battle begins. Be prepared tor-c
flict. | have no doubt Abram, being a sheik, cafree good staff with him. Be ready with a staff, bor
rowed from the good Shepherd, to drive away theptations that are sure to assail young believers.

As for you dear old saints, you have offered yaariice, and it is towards evening, and the sun is
going down, do not be surprised if you should feélorror of great darkness, even at the last, dsit r
assured that the Lord will come, and cheer youkriess with the vision of His covenant love. Drive
those doubts away, and those fears of death. Yega@ng home; do not be afraid. Jesus is coming to
meet you, therefore dismiss every fear. Stand bys#trifice all day; stand by the sacrifice wheghni
comes on, birds or no birds. Stand by the sacnficether you see a vision of glory or not. StandHhgy
sacrifice till you behold the Lamb on His thronenéxthing | have made up my mind to, whether I find
present joy or present sorrow, present commendatigresent censure, | will be faithful to my Lord,
and stand by the sacrifice until | die with one dhaspon this Book, and another upon the horns of the
altar. 1 would cry this night in the courts of therd’s house, in the presence of all His peoplantBhe
sacrifice with cords, even with cords, to the altawill be a sacrifice for Jesus because He Baari-
fice for me. | count it all joy to preach Him andsktross if | may but win souls and be found in Hitm
the last. The Lord bless you, and be with you, mggHyen, for Christ’s sake!

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—GENESIS 15.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—377, 670, 379.

TO THE CHURCH AT THE TABERNACLE:
BELOVED FRIENDS—I write you because my heart prosnpte to do so, and because many of you desireeith&Ve not
been in hearty union for so many years withoutifgea living interest in each other. This shouldnbare largely the fruit of
church membership than it usually is. The ideaeaf brotherhood should be more tenderly and maetipally realized. Let
us each one labor after it, and take a deep pdrguaeest in our fellow members, especially indbavho are poor, or ill, or
young, or despondent, or under peculiar temptatiokafflictions.

Thus should we make up among ourselves a sort tfahpastorate, and should each gain as well éswesblessing.
Because there is so much of this brotherly coneemong you, | feel peace of heart while absent;beesause there is not
more of it, | would stir up your pure minds by wafyremembrance.

We are all the children of one Father, and redeemwitidthe precious blood of the same Savior. Letthisrefore, feel a
natural instinct of unity, and from the force oétimner life cleave to each other in love. We éely to need more and more
that strength which comes from perfect unity ofrheattacks will be made upon us by the forcesrobe and we must stand
shoulder to shoulder, or rather heart to hearthénhour of conflict. May the Lord Himself, by Hifoly Spirit, enable us so
to do!

My release from public service was greatly needtad, have felt great prostration since last | vergbu. By your loving
prayers | shall be strengthened, and enabled tonyseest for laying in new stores for future usevwHmuch | desire that
when | am again among you it may be in the fullrefdhe blessing of the gospel of peace!

| desire to be remembered to each one as trulfyla®uld grasp every hand, and say, “God bless"youeach individu-
al.

Yours in Christ Jesus,
November 17, 1887.
C. H. SPURGEON.

P.S.—So far as this letter applies to all my regdieiis for them; assuredly | include them alewery word of Christian af-
fection, for it is to this larger church that | owe much of substantial help in the various Claisgnterprises committed to
my charge.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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