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“He brought them out of darkness and the shadowdafath, and broke their bands in sunder.
Oh that men would praise the Lord for His goodneasd for His wonderful works to the children of mén
For He has broken the gates of brass, and cut tleesof iron in sunder.”
Psalm 107:14-16.

MY anxious, prayerful desire this morning is tsatme who have been in the condition described in
the text may come out of it into full redemptiorh€ly have been too long in prison, and now the silve
trumpet sounds—liberty to the captives. Jesus basednto the world to break the gate of brass,tand
cut the bars of iron in sunder. Oh, that my prayeght be heard for those who are in bondage! Ittrus
that some of those who are now immured in the dumgé despondency will say, “Amen,” to my pray-
er, and if they are praying inside, and we areipgagutside and the Lord Jesus Christ Himself cotnes
open the prison doors, then, there will be a Jalikefore long.

This passage, of course, literally alludes togmés's held in durance by their fellow men. Whaaéa s
world man has made of this earth! With superfl@tynaughtiness man has multiplied his Bastilles! As
if there were not misery enough to the free, hems cells and chains! One’s blood boils when stand
in those living graves in which tyrants have burtadir victims out of sight and hearing! Could the
fiercest of wild beasts display such cruelty toittkkénd as men have shown to men? By the horrors of
such imprisonments, one must estimate the joy migbset free. To God it is a glory that, in theardf
His providence, He often provides a way of escapdhfe oppressed. Cruel dynasties have been over-
thrown, tyrants have been hurled from their thromesl then enlargement has come to those who were
straightly shut up. Liberated ones should indeedi§e the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonder
ful works to the children of men.”

But the various scenes in this Psalm were intemolescribe spiritual conditions. The second verse
is a key to the whole song, “Let the redeemed eflibrd say so.” The deliverance here intended & on
which is brought to us by redemption, and comeshleyway of the great sacrifice on Calvary. We are
redeemed with the precious blood of Him who sureeed His own liberty for our sakes, and consented
to be bound and crucified that He might set us. fide grateful heart seems to hear Him saying again,
as He did in the Garden of Gethsemane, “If you ddeklet these go their way.” His consenting to be
bound, brought freedom to all those who put theisttin Him.

| shall endeavor, as God shall help me, to spéalkeotext spiritually, and we will consider it ued
the heading of three questions. Fik&fo are the favored men of whom the text spedks@ndly,How
has this remarkable deliverance been workeairdly, What shall be done about ihe text tells us
how to act. “Oh that men would praise the LordHis goodness!”

l. First, let us ask, WHO ARE THESE FAVORED MEN?

These favored persons were guilty mas,you will see by the context—“‘Because they telel
against the words of God, and despised the cowfishe Most High.” Hear this, you sinful ones, and
take heart! God has worked great wonders for alpespom it seemed impossible for Him to notice. If
they came into prison through rebellion, you woelgbect Him to leave them there. Yet rebels are set
free by an act of immeasurable grace. The Redekatereceived gifts for men, “yes, for the rebeliou
also.” These men were despisers of God’s word; thexe a gospel of freedom for them? Yes. It is for
them that Jehovah, in abounding grace, has workeati®s of mercy.
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The persons described by the Psalmist were guiilovert acts; they were in actual rebellion agains
the commands of the Most High. Their rebellion wata single hasty act; their entire lives wer®@a-c
tinuance of their wicked revolt. From their childltbthey went astray, in their youth they provokieel t
Lord, and in their manhood they disobeyed Him rmeord more. They were in open opposition to their
Creator, Benefactor, and Lord. | have no doubt ltiaa speaking to many who must own that they have
been actual and willful transgressors against thel lof love. They have turned unto Him their back,
and not the face, they have not been servantsebats.

The persons here spoken of were as evil in tresrth as in their lives, for they “despised thencou
sel of the Most High.” Perhaps they intellectualyected the teaching of Holy Scripture, and scotoe
receive what the Lord revealed. They refused tédyikeir understandings to infallible teaching, but
judged their own thoughts to be better than theghts of God. The counsel of the Most High, though
marked by the sublimity of Him from whom it camepaared to them to be less high than their own
soaring theories, and therefore they despiseditsdme men any doctrine is more acceptable thdn tha
of Scripture. They gladly hear what doubters say,tbey will not hear what God the Lord shall speak
His counsel of instruction, His counsel of commadd counsel of promise—His whole counsel they
cast away from them, and they take counsel of their conceit.

Now this actual and mental sin, when it is broughme to a man’s awakened conscience, fills him
with dismay. Because he has transgressed with &asdheart, the convinced sinner is in sore disi@ay.
my hearer, are you in distress this day througtr youn fault? Do you wonder that you are in trouble?
Did you expect to go in the way of evil, and yeb®happy? Did you never hear those words, “Trere i
no peace, says my God, unto the wicked”? Know yolutimat they are “like the troubled sea when it
cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dir6® Mat you find yourself taken in the thorns otiyo
own folly, are you at all surprised? The Scriptsags, “Have you not procured this unto yourself?é A
not these the wages of sin? Thank God you haveetateceived more than the earnest money of that
terrible wage, but, depend upon it, sin is a hayghpaster. Sin and sorrow are wedded in the veryr@at
of things, and there is no dividing them. They thatv iniquity shall reap the same. Turn as it nihg,
river of wickedness at last falls into the sea o&tw. He that sins must smart unless a Savior ean b
found to be his Surety, and to smart for him.

So, then, these people who were set free weratuyanguilty men, who could not have deserved the
divine interposition. Hear this, you consciouslyliyy you that are condemning yourselves, and cssife
ing your faults! This is good news for you, evenyou. The Lord sets free the men whose own hands
have forged their manacles. This is free graceadb&hese marvels of delivering love were performed
not for the innocent in their misfortune, but foetguilty in their rebellion. “Jesus Christ cam#ithe
world to save sinners.”

Go a little further, and you will notice thttese persons were doomed nen,they “sat in dark-
ness, and in the shadow of death.” It means tlegtwere in the condemned cell, waiting for exegutio
No light could come to them, for their condemnatieas clear; no escape could be hoped for, not a ray
of hope came from any direction. In a short timeytmust be taken out to execution, so that theshad
of their death fell with its damp, dread, deadeniflymence upon their spirits. Do | address anyhstints
morning? Ah, my friend, | can sympathize with yauyau sit here, and feel that you are doomed!dl, to
have felt that sentence of death within me. | kmeyself to be “condemned already,” because | had not
believed on the Son of God. | recollect how thosgds “condemned already” rang in my ears, as |
should think the bell of St. Sepulcher’s used torgbin the ears of the condemned in Newgate, wgrnin
them that the time was come to go out upon théddaMhen the shadow of eternal wrath falls upon
the heart, nothing worse can be imagined, for trescience bears sure witness that God is just \Meen
judges, condemns, and punishes. When a man feeth#dow of death upon him, infidel arguments are
silenced, self-conceited defenses are banishedthantleart consents to the justice of the law wiieh
clares, “The soul that sins, it shall die.” My bmestn, who remember being in this state of conscious
condemnation, will join me in praying for those ware now in that condition, for they need our pity
and love. O my hearers, condemned in your own g¢enses, take heart and hope, for you are the sort
of people whom Jehovah in His grace delights tdreet Those doomed ones were the men of whom
our text sings, “He brought them out of darknegss e shadow of death.” It is your condemned condi-
tion which needs free mercy, and, behold, the Lomkts your need in His boundless grace! To the
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doomed the Lord God in Christ Jesus will give fpaedon this morning. | speak with great confidence,
for my trust is in the God of love. The Lord is ggito hear prayer for you, sinners. You shall be
brought from under the black cloud which now theeat you with overwhelming tempest; you shall

come forth from the condemned cell, not to execytlut to absolution. Blessed be the name of the
Lord, He passes by transgression, and does iy jistiugh the atonement of His Son!

But next,these persons were bound mfam,they “sat in darkness and in the shadow oftddaeing
bound in affliction and iron.” Their afflictions we like iron, hard and cold, and such they coultl no
break from. The iron entered into their souls, iihet eroded the flesh, and poisoned the blood. They
were bound in a double sense, affliction withind @&mon without. It is a terrible thing when a masels
that he is lost, and that he cannot get away frestrdction. An evil habit has got him within it®ir
grasp, and will not relax its hold. Even thoughwwild, he cannot loosen himself from the thralldaim
his sin. He has become a slave, and there is rapedor him. “O my God!” he cries, “what can | do?”
The more he strains, the more the iron seems tbhiol. His attempts to be free from evil only prdoe
him how much enslaved he is. What an awful compasriescribed in the text—"affliction and iron!
The bondage is mental and physical too. The endlapgit and the depraved flesh act and react upon
each other, and hold the poor struggling creatar@ @n iron net. He cannot break off his sinscée-
not rise to a better life. | know that some of yalio are here at this time are in this case. Yog lornbe
delivered, but you are unable to cut the cords wihicld you. You are greatly troubled day after day,
and cannot rest, and yet you get no further. Yeustiiving to find peace, but peace does not come;
are laboring after emancipation from evil habitst, the habits hold you still! Friend thus boundytw |
have to tell the glad news that Jesus Christ haseamn purpose that He might proclaim the opening of
the prisons to them that are bound. “He has brokermyates of brass, and cut the bars of iron ideuh
God is able to liberate men from every bond ofasiar which they mourn. Would you be free? He will
open the door. There is no habit so inveterateetlseno passion so ferocious, but God can deliver
from it. If you will but trust in Jesus Christ, tl@n of God, His grace is a hammer that can break y
chains. Let Jesus say, “Loose him, and let him god not even devils can detain you. Christ’'s wdrra
runs over the whole universe, and, if He makesfyee, you will be free indeed.

To advance another stejhese persons were weary méor, we read of them, “He brought down
their heart with labor.” This does not happen tarathe same degree, but to some of us this |azs
exceedingly grinding and exhausting. Our heartsewefty, and needed bringing down, and the Lord
used means to do it. With some, temporal circuntet®igo wrong; where everything used to prosper,
everything appears to be under a blight. From aboeel they descend to want. Perhaps the health also
begins to give way, and from being strong and lyeaen they become sickly and feeble. How often
this tames proud spirits! If it is not outward s, it is within that they labor till their heart brought
low. They cannot rest, and yet they try all earttdgnedies for ease, they go to the theater, thest sp
with frivolous companions, they laugh, they dartbey plunge into vice, but they cannot shake odf th
burden of their sin, it will not be removed. As thieaffe, when the lion has leaped upon him, bé&ss
enemy upon his shoulders, and cannot dislodge f@n though he rushes across the wilderness like the
wind, so the sinner is being devoured by his siiledre madly labors to shake it off. While the unco
verted seek to rest themselves, they do but inertresr weariness. They labor, yes, labor as invérg
fire, but it is labor in vain. In vain do they hastto every religions service, and attend to egaigred
ceremony. In vain do they try to mourn, how carytpat feeling into a heart of stone? If they could,
they would make their tears forever flow, and tlpeayers forever rise, but, to their horror, thegan-
plish nothing. The whip of the law sounds, and theyst get to their tasks again, but the more they d
the more they are undone. Like one that, havinigriahto a slough, sinks all the deeper into theemi
through every struggle that he makes, so do thiéyofaer and lower by their efforts to rise. | unmde
stand those awful struggles of yours, so despenateyet so unavailing. God is bringing down your
heart with labor, but have you not had enough sf?tbo you not remember that love word, “Come un-
to Me, all you that labor and are heavy-laden, landl give you rest™? Sweet promise, will you niog-
lieve it, and avail yourselves of it? Will you naime to Jesus, and take the rest which He gives?IHo
wish you would come this very day! | beseech théytBpirit to turn you to Jesus. The Lord has come
forth with power to draw you, and to bring you avwieym your weariness unto the sweet rest which re-
mains for the people of God. Poor doves, fly nahfeir, return to your Noah! These of whom we speak
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at this time were as weary men as guarcan be, but Jesus gave them rest, why should Hgiveotest
to you? Though bad, and banned, and bound, and burdeme@, is yet hope, for the Lord can set you
free.

Again,these persons were downcast méimey fell down, and there was none to help.” “Waaot
go on any longer,” they said, “it is useless torerarselves. We cannot escape God’s wrath, and/iget
cannot bear it. We are at our wits’ end. Thereasise in our trying to be better. We must givepitim
despair.” “They fell down,” this shows that they equite spent. The captive has been grindingeat th
mill till he cannot go another round, even the laghnot make him take another step—he falls intfain
ness, as though life had gone. So have we knownforead to acknowledge that they are “without
strength.” This was always true, but they did nietags feel it. Now they have come to this, that if
heaven could be had for one more effort, and lsglaped for one more good work, yet they could not
do it. They fall down, and there they lay, a he&peaplessness, dead in trespasses and sins. Where
now the boasted power of their free will? Now itasyou who have fallen down, even to you, that the
word of this salvation is sent. The Lord Jesusgiesi to lift up those that lie at His feet. He igraat
over-turner, “He has put down the mighty from thesats, and exalted them of low degree.” He that
flies aloft on the eagle’s wings of pride shall lm®ught low by the shafts of vengeance, but he that
humbles himself to the dust shall be lifted up.th& has fallen down, and lies in the dust at &t bf
Jesus, lies on the doorstep of eternal life. Thelvall give power to the weak, and increase sttierig
those who have no might. | rejoice when | hear @mg of you own to his weakness, since the Lord Je-
sus will now show forth His power in you.

In fact,these persons were helpless m@iey fell down and there was none to help.” Whatad
that is—“None to help” The proverb says, “God lsethose who help themselves.” There is a sort of
truth in it, but | venture to cover it with a faregter truth, “God helps those that cannot helpnthe
selves.” When there is none to help you, then Giidhelp you. “There was none to help’—no priest,
no minister, not even a praying wife, or a praymgther, could now do anything; the man felt that hu
man helpers were of no avail. His bed was shohi@n that he should stretch himself upon it, and his
covering was narrower than that he should wrap &limgp in it. Now he saw that there was no balm in
Gilead, there was no physician there, and he lot&kedhigher place than Gilead for balm and medicin
The balm for such a wound as his must come fromdredor on earth there was “none to help.” This is
a fitting epitaph to be placed over the grave dfsghteousness. This also is the death-knell égi
craft, birthright membership, and sacramentarianibine conscience sees that there is “none to hisp.”
this your case? Then you are the men in whom Gddmerk the marvels of His grace, and bring you
out where you shall walk in light and peace.

There was only one good point about these peoftley—did at last take to prayingThen they
cried unto the Lord in their trouble.” It was notial of a prayer to hear, it was too shrill to besioal;
it was too painful to be pleasant. “They criedKelione in sore anguish; they cried, like a chilat thas
lost its mother; “they cried,” like some poor wowadanimal in great pain. Do you tell me that yoy cr
but that your cry is a very poor one? | know itdaram glad to hear you say so, for the less yoktbf
your cry the more God will think of it. Do you va&uwourself according to your prayers? Then your
prayers have no value in them. When you think yloalr prayers are only broken words, and hideous
moans, and wretched desires, then you begin to foright estimate of them, and thus you are on true
ground, where the Lord of truth can meet you. “Thegd.” Was it any credit to them to cry? Why, no,
it was what they were forced to do! They would hate cried to the Lord even then if they could have
done anything else. They cried when their heartsbeen brought so low that they fell down. It is a
good fall when a man falls on his knees. O my dthemrer, whatever else you do, or do not do, are you
crying to God in secret for His grace? Then, aslguas the Lord lives, you shall come out into iiipe
A praying man shall never be sent to perdition.réhe that about prayer which makes it a token for
good, a pledge of blessings on the road, a dodropk in dark hours. Where is the man that cries?
Where is the man that prays? That is the man ohwitghall be said, and of others like him, “Thed.o
brought them out of darkness and the shadow ohdeatl broke their bands in sunder.”

May the Lord bless the description which | haweegi so that some of you may see yourselves as in
a mirror, and be encouraged to hope that the Lalidsawe you as He has saved others like you! if yo
do see yourself in the text, take home the condbit, and make use of it. Do not look at it, aray,s
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“This belongs to somebody else.” You bondaged lemptyou self-despairing sinner, you are the man for
whom Christ went up to the cross! If you saw aelettirected to yourself, would you not open it? |
should think so. The other day a poor woman hatfle help sent to her, by a friend, in a letteneSvas
in great distress, and she went to that very frieegiging for a few shillings. “Why,” said the othélr
sent you money yesterday, by an order in a lett®¢&ar, dear!” said the poor woman, “that must e t
letter which | put behind the mirror!” Just so, aheére are lots of people who put God’s lettersirmeh
the mirror, and fail to make use of the promisechhis meant for them. Come, all you that labor ared
heavy-laden, come and taste my Master’s love,tg&s, of it freely, and be filled with heavenly fest

Il. Secondly, may God’s Spirit go with us while we aasithe question; HOW HAS THIS DELIV-
ERANCE BEEN WORKED? You that have been set freaukhtell how you were emancipated. Let
me tell my story first. It was the best news | elreard when it was told me that Jesus died in megdst
| sat down in my misery, hopeless of salvationdyet® perish, till they told me that there was Qvie
loved me, and for love of me was content to yield e for my deliverance. Wonder of wonders, He
had actually borne the death penalty for me! Thaag ghat the Lord of glory had become man to save
men, and that if | trusted Him | might know assuydfiat He had suffered in my stead, and so hatl blo
ted out my sins. | marveled much as | heard this,lldelt that no one could have invented news so
strange. It surpassed all fiction that the offen@eal should Himself take my nature, and in the qers
of the Lord Jesus Christ should pay my debts, afi@rsfor my sins, and put those sins away. | heard
the blessed tidings—there was some comfort evdreaning it—but | believed it, and clutched at it as
for life. Then did | begin to live. | believe thatith today; all my hope lies there. If any of ywonder
that | show fight for the substitutionary sacrificeChrist, you may cease to wonder. Would not @amg
of you stand up for his wife and children? Thighris more to me than wife and children, it is gver
thing to me. | am a damned man to all eternityhti€t did not die for me. | will put it no more $lyf
than that. If my Redeemer had not borne my sinsisnown body on the tree, then | shall have to bear
them in my own body in the place of endless misemave no shade of a hope anywhere but in the sac-
rifice of Jesus; | cannot, therefore, give up thigh; | had sooner give up my life. | heard thet Son of
God had suffered in my stead that | might go fideelieved it, and | said to myself, “Then | have n
business to be sitting here in darkness and irshlaglow of death.” | shook myself from my letharby,
arose, and went out of my prison, and as | moveagbtout, a light shone round about me, and myriette
fell clanking to the ground. What glorious musigastruments they were! The very things that had
galled me so long now brought me joy. | found tthet iron gate, which | thought could never be un-
locked, opened to me of its own accord. | could balteve that it was true; it seemed too wondeiiful,
thought | must be dreaming. | very soon knew ofieety that it was | myself. The cold night air blew
down the street of my daily care, and | said, “@és, | am still on earth, and it is true, and | free
from despair, and delivered from the curse!” Tlisow | came out to liberty; | believed in Jesus my
Redeemer. Today, my dear brothers and sisters Ineneyeds of them, would each one tell the story in
a different way, but it would come to the sameghin

Follow me while we go a little into Scriptural dét and learn from David how the Lord sets free th
captives.

First, our deliverance was workég the Lord HimselfListen, “HE brought them out of darkness.”
Write that “HE” in capital letters, Mr. Printer. Ma you in the house any especially large lettefrs® |
set up that word in the most prominent type youera'HE brought them out of darkness.” Read also
the sixteenth verse—“HE has broken the gates a&sbt®id the Lord send an angel to liberate us? No,
HE came Himself in the person of His dear Son. WilhenLord Jesus Christ had paid our enormous
debt, did He leave us to accept our quittanceagtof our own free will, apart from His grace? Atg!
The Holy Spirit came, and made us willing in they @& His power! “HE,” “HE,” “HE” worked all the
work for us, and all our worke us. “HE brought them out of darkness and the shasfodeath.” “Oh
that men would praise the Lord, for HE has brokendates of brass.” It is the Lord’s doing, it iarm
velous in our eyes. There is no salvation worthhidngng which has not the hand of the Godhead it it
needs Father, Son, and Holy Spirit to save a $tahe but the Trinity can deliver a captive souhfro
the chains of sin and death and hell. Jehovah Hirsaees us.

Next,the Lord did it alone-“He has broken the gates of brass.” Nobody elsether® to aid in lib-
erating the prisoner. When our Lord Jesus trodwtimepress, He was alone. When the Spirit of God
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came to work in us eternal life, He worked alomsstdiuments are condescendingly used to convey the
word of life, but the life of the word is wholly @&od. As to the divine Father, is it not true ofiskbwn

will begat He us by the word of truth”? He is thethor of our spiritual life, and He alone. None can
share the work of our salvation with Him, and ncae divide the glory. Ho, you that are captives, ar
you looking for some man to help you? Rememberay pou, that there is “none to help.” “Salvatien i

of the Lord.” Remember that verse, “Look unto Med &e you saved, all the ends of the earth: fon | a
God, and there is none else,” that is to say, tleer® one else in the work of salvation except .God
soul, if you have to do with Christ Jesus, you nisste Him at the beginning, you must have Him @& th
middle, you must have Him in the end, and you rhase Him to fill up every nook and corner from the
first to the last. Halonehas done it.

Note, too, that what He did was dooye the Lord’s own goodnes®r the Psalmist says, “Oh that
men would praise the Lord for His goodness!” Hisdimess took the form of mercy, as it is said in the
first verse of this psalm, “O give thanks unto tleed, for He is good: for His mercy endures foréver
It must have been mercy, because those whom isdidesere as undeserving as they were miserable.
They were guilty, guilty in action, and guilty ihndught; they had rebelled against the words of @ad,
despised the counsel of the Most High, yet He came,set them free. You and | are always wanting to
know before we give alms to beggars, “Are they dasg people?” God gives the alms of His grace
only to the undeserving. We respond to those whe lzaclaim upon us; God remembers those who
have no claim whatever upon Him. “Ah,” says oneajt“the people cried!” | know they did, but they did
not even do that till He first of all brought dowhreir heart with labor. Prayer is a gift from Galveell
as an appeal to God. Even prayer for mercy is reatuse, but a result. Grace is at the back of praye
and at the base of prayer. These prisoners wouldawe prayed if God had not worked upon them, and
driven and drawn them to pray.—

“No sinner can be
Beforehand with Thee;

Your grace is most sovereign,
Most rich, and most free.”

So it has been with others, and therefore haveétibat it will be so with you, my beloved hearers.
In the greatness of His goodness | trust my Lorll @@me and save you. It is ngbur goodness, but
His goodness, which is the cause of hope, not youit,nbet His mercy is His motive for blessing you.
How greatly do | rejoice to remember that the Ldaedights in mercy! It is His joy to pardon sin, and
pass by the transgressions of the remnant of Hiplpe

Note, once again, that while we are describing ¢ineat deliverance, we cannot help seeingttieat
Lord effected it most completelvhat did He do? Did He bring them out of dark@efhat was to give
themlight. Yes, but a man that is chained is only a litédtdr off for getting light, for then he can see
his chains all the more. Notice what follows—"andat of the shadow of death,” so the Lord gave them
life as well as light. That “shadow of death” is goniegan no longer brood over their darkened spirits.
Yes, but when a man has light and life, if he i ist bondage, his life may make him feel his bagd
the more vividly, and his light may make him lofg tmore for liberty. But it is added, “and he broke
their bands in sunder,” which meadlitzerty. The Lord gave light, life, and liberty—these thrthings.
God does nothing by halves. He does not begin\te,sand then say, “I have done enough for you. |
must stop midway.” Dear heart, if the Lord comes/dar prison, He will not merely light a lamp in
your dungeon, though that were something; He vatl merely revive your spirit, and give you more
life, though that were something, but He will brgadur chains, and bring you out into the libertythwi
which Christ makes men free. He will finish His erogoating work. Do it, Lord; do it now! Help men
to believe in Jesus at this moment!

There is one more point which | want you to notieey carefully. When the Lord does thie does
this everlastingly He “broke their bands in sunder.” When a man s&tsfree from prison in the old
times when they used iron chains, the blacksmithegaand took the chains off, and then they were
hung up on the walls. Have you never been in ahpiesons, and seen the fetters and manacles langin
up ready for use; yes, for use upon those who héready worn such jewelry before, if they should
come that way again? This is not the case hereHétbroke their bands in sunder.” Note this right
well, O child of God, you were once shut up as wjtltes of brass, and bars of iron, and the dewiksh
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that one of these days he will get you behind tlgzges again! But he never will, for the Lord “loas-

ken the gates of brass.” All the powers of darkre@ssot shut us up with broken gates! Satan thieks
will imprison us again, but the bars of iron ar¢ icusunder. The means of our captivity are no é&ng
available. My mind carries me to a certain scend,ray eyes almost behold it. Behold Samson, the he-
ro of Israel, shut in within the walls of Gaza. TRRilistines boast, “Now will he be our captive.eH
slept till midnight, and then he arose. He fourat te was shut up within the city, and so he wenié¢
gate. That gate was barred and locked, but whedrdifce does it make? Israel's champion bowed his
great shoulders down to the gate, he took holdbti the posts, gave a tremendous heave, and iman i
stant tore up the whole construction from the eartiwhich it had been firmly placed. “He lifted the
doors of the gate of the city, and the two pogts,\@ent away with them, and put them upon his shoul
ders, and carried them up to the top of a hill tediefore Hebron.” See in this thing a symbol diatv
our Lord Jesus Christ did when He arose from treddele carried away all that which held us cap-
tive—posts, and bar, and all. “He led captivity tha@”

When our Lord had led us forth from our prison, $é&d to Himself, “They shall never be shut up
again, for now | will make sure work of it,” andettefore He broke the gates of brass, and cut tteedba
iron in sunder. How then can any child of God bet sip within the Gaza of sin again? How shall we be
condemned when the Lord has put away our sin foPeMe, the liberty received is everlasting liberty;
we shall not see bondage any more. Oh, dear dadibssyvant you to lay hold on this! You doomed and
guilty men, you downcast and wearied men, themveslasting salvation for you; not that which will
save you today, and will let you go back to youndege tomorrow, but that which will make you the
Lord’s free men forever! If you believe that Jesshe Christ, if you believe in Him to save yoouy
shall be saved. It is not said half-saved, $ated “He that believes and is baptized shall be s&dved.
That cannot admit that we should go to hell. Jesys, “I give unto My sheep eternal life; and they
shall never perish, neither shall any man plucktlogit of My hand.” “He has broken the gates of gras
and cut the bars of iron in sunder.” Lord, help sgmoor souls to sing this song today, and receive a
this moment everlasting salvation!

lIl. 1 close with a practical question; WHAT IS TO BE & ABOUT THIS? If such people as we
have described have been brought into liberty, whit be done about it? | do not want to tell ydhat
to do; | would have you do it by instinct. Gladlywud I, like Miriam, take a timbrel, and go firstnd
bid all the sons and daughters of Israel follow imehis song, “Sing unto the Lord, for He has tri-
umphed gloriously. He has brought out His captiaesl set His people free.” It naturally suggesslit
to the liberated spirit to magnify the Lord. So ®&almist put it, “Oh that men would praise thed_far
His goodness!”

First, then, if the Lord has set any of you freeeerd it See how David wrote it down. Write it in
your diary; write it so that friends may read iayS“The Lord has done great things for us.”

When you have recorded it, thpraise God Praise God with all your heart. Praise God, ewery
of you. Praise God every day. When you have praided yourselves, then, entreat others to join with
you. The oratorio of God’s praise needs a full chioiemember, years ago, a bill connected witkla r
gious service of a very pretentious character, amdhis bill it promised that the Hallelujah Chorus
should be sung before the sermon. The friend wthdhe singing for me at that time came in to mel, an
asked if | could spare him. “See here,” he saidyéeson has come from the service which has been ad
vertised to say that they have nobody to sing takelijah Chorus. The minister wants me to go down
and do it.” | answered, “Yes, by all means go.dtiycan sing the Hallelujah Chorus alone, don’twhro
yourself away on me.” Then we smiled, and at laské out into a laugh; it was too much for our grav
ty. Surely for a man to think that he can suffitigpraise God alone is much like attempting taydime
Hallelujah Chorus as a solo. The Psalmist therefitiers that great “Oh!” “Oh that men would praise
the Lord!” I do not think he said “men,” for the veb“men” is in italics; the translators are accalni¢
for it. He means, “Oh that angels, oh that cherubimd seraphim would praise the Lord! Oh, that all
creatures that have breath would praise the Laréii® goodness!” Even that would not be enough, but
let the mountains and the hills break forth betdma into singing, and let all the trees of the &irelap
their hands. Let the sea roar and the fullnes®tiethe world and they that dwell therein. Witraat
“Oh!” with a mighty sigh over the holy business,ialhwas far too great for himself, David felt moved
to call upon all others to praise the Lord.
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| close with that, my brothers, my sisters, yoat thave been saved, praise God! Praise Him with the
blessings He has lavished on you. | described theitmee ways. With youight praise Him; the more
you know, the more you see, the more you understand it all into praise. Next, with youife praise
Him—uwith your physical life, with your mental lifeyith your spiritual life; with life of every sodven
unto eternal life praise the Lordiberty has been given us; let our freedom praise Him.il&ethat man
who was made straight, who went out of the temphlaking, and leaping, and praising God. God has
made you free, feel free to praise Him, and if m&hnot give you leave to praise, take French kav
yes, take heavenly leave, and praise God anywmerewerywhere. Listen! How they sing the songs of
Bacchus and of Venus in the streets, and even wsakégp in the night; why may not we sing God’s
praises in the same public fashion? We must pidise We will praise Him! We do praise Him! We
shall praise Him forever and ever!
Praise Him with the heart He has changed, witHiiseHe has loosed, with the lives He has spared.

A little while ago you could not speak a cheerfurd; but now you can rejoice in God. Let those,lips
from which He has taken the muzzle of mute despairppened in His praise. Praise Him with all the
talents He has lent you. If you have any powerhought, if you have any fluency of speech, praise
Him. If you have any voice of song, praise Himydiu have health and strength, praise Him. Let every
limb of your body praise Him; those members whidgtrevservants of sin, let them be instruments of
righteousness unto God. Praise Him with your sunogtal et your gold and silver, yes, and your bronze
praise Him. Praise Him with all that you have, anth all that you are, and with all that you hopebe.
Lay your all upon the altar. Make a whole burnteoffig of it. Praise Him with all the influence you
have. If He has delivered you from the shadow aitlielet your shadow, like that of Peter, beconge th
instrument of God’s healing power to others. Teattters to praise God. Influence them by your exam-
ple. Fill your house with music from top to bottoperfume every room with the fragrance of living de
votion. Make your houses belfries, and be yoursetlie bells forever ringing out the loud praisethef
Lamb of God. He bore your sins, you bear His pgiste died for you, therefore live for Him. He has
heard your prayers; let Him hear your praises.usetogether sing “Hallelujah to God and the Lamb.”
Let us stand upon our feet, and with one voicetaeait let us sing—

“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,

Praise Him all creatures here below,

Praise Him above, you heavenly host,

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!”

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 107:1-32.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—906, 126, 136 (SONG 2).

LETTER FROM MR. SPURGEON:
DEAR FRIENDS—A brief interval of relief from the égessant strain of my position has revived my spart the prospect
of some weeks of further rest has brought me nesiriticipation. No one can ever know till the grday shall reveal it the
great burden of responsibility which ordinarily gses upon me from day to day. If | am not borndwghe prayers of the
Lord’s people, | cannot stand. Even now | do nogéd the beloved flock at home: how can 1? They twedwhole work of
the Lord are ever on my heart. | beg to be in tik@nner daily remembered in supplication by those Wave fellowship
with me. This is at this moment my one urgent wofBRETHREN, PRAY FOR US.”
Yours heartily,
C. H. SPURGEON.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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