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“To Him who alone does great wonders: for His merepdures forever.”
Psalm 136:4.

BELOVED, when we get into God’s world of wonderss wave range enough. Which way shall |
turn? On what subject shall | speak? If | turn &bune, it teems with wonders. Altering a little tlaa-
guage of Coleridge | would say, “All true scienaegims with wonder, and ends with wonder, and the
space between is filled up with admiration.” If wuen to Providence, the history of the nations,hise
tory of the church, what centuries of wonders fmefere us! It is said that wise men only wonderegnc
and that is always, fools never wonder, becauseahefools. The story of the church is a condiielta
of miracles. | cannot venture upon themes so vastreation and Providence. Shall we turn to the
works of grace, the wonders of Redemption? If wesater the glory of grace surrounding the cross,
which is the wonder of wonders, we are upon a blassdocean. Here is sea-room indeed, we are at no
loss for a subject, but we are lost in the subjdotv are we where the height, and depth, and |emgith
breadth are each immeasurable. It was said of &wrol/ that he was an unfair preacher, because-he ex
hausted every subject he touched, and left nottuingnyone else to say. | would like Dr. Barrowtrty
my text, and | am sure for once he would have ty W& style. He would only be able to suggestgo u
what might be said by ten thousand preachers allmped ten thousand years upon this one theme.

“To Him who alone does great wonders: for His megogures forever.” | feel inclined to bow the
knee instead of opening the mouth and to ask yiherao meditate in the silence of your hearts tiwan
listen to my scanty speech. Happily, the text &ssige, for it suggests that | narrow my theme ® th
consideration of wonders of mercy, and that | tharrow it again to present wonders of mercy, fer th
text is in the present tense—“To Him who alaloesgreat wonders,” that is to say, is doing them now.
Only, then, of marvels of mercy shall | speak & thme, and | shall endeavor, as far as possibldj-
rect your thoughts to present wonders of mercyyl as far as possible, for it must necessarilyhiae
we link with the present both the past and ther&jtbecause they are all of one, for God livedlitha
tenses at once.

|. Our first head shall be this—GOD IS WORKING WONDERE MERCY NOW. “To Him who
alonedoesgreat wonders: for His mercy endures forever.5 kmnduring now, and is in the present tense
forever.

Wonders are things out of the common, unusual hiagtraordinary things. Usually they are unex-
pected; we wonder at them partly because they @rel rand surprising. They take us aback; they are
things which we looked not for. When they come thstonish us, and put us both in a muse and in a
maze. We look, and look, and look, and cannot belaur eyes; we hear, and hear, and scarcely leeliev
our ears. Great wonders, even when we grow accestdamthem, still continue to excite admiration,
and frequently they cause us to praise the workénemm, as it is written, “Sing unto the Lord; feie
has done marvelous things.”

| believe that today God is doing great wondersaning great sinners. It is a wonder that God
should touch a sinner at all, yes, that He shouhdook at him. A sinner is such an evil things Bin
is so vile, so foul, that holiness cannot take pl@asure in him. He who fails to obey his Maketrisa-
tion’s blank, creation’s blot, and it is a wondkatt his Creator should think of him with patienBeit
that God should call the sinner with the voice @fd, and bid him return and find favor is a wonder.
That when he does not return at the gracious bidthe Lord should draw him with bands of love is
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more wonderful stilll The Lord takes more troubléhaa sinner than it cost Him to make a world; He
could complete the globe in six days, but it ofigkes many years to bring a sinner to repentamckta
perfect his salvation. The abounding of divine wisg and prudence, and long-suffering, and patience
are needed to work salvation. The Lord, travailvth compassion goes about to compass the salvation
of the greatly erring one. He is still doing greainders in changing depraved natures, breaking hard
hearts, subduing obstinate wills, enlightening dadd judgments, and winning rebellious minds. Spir-
itual miracles Jesus is working still, and of thast many of us are instances in our own persams, a
also eyewitnesses of the like wonders worked orretiBlessed be God; we still see with wonder sin-
ners saved by the marvelous grace of God. Thegichelis mercy are still displayed in the salvatain

the lost.

Nor less may the wonders of the Lord be seen imptaservation of those who believe on His name.
A true believer’s life is a mystery to himself atalothers. Concerning the wind, you cannot telirfro
where it comes, or where it goes, “so is everydm is born of the Spirit.” We are men wondered at.
Do you not wonder, my brother, that you are stilifaistian? Faith is so contrary to nature thaéxist-
ence in the heart is like a spark burning in thee s@ith is so much attacked, especially in thisday,
that, it is like a candle kept alight in a cyclonét you have not drawn back unto perdition! Still,
though faint, you are pursuing. Truly if you hacebanindful of the country from which you came out,
you would have had many opportunities to returnai®a chariots and his horses have waited upon you
with many invitations to ride back into the landyafur former slavery if you had a mind to go. Alas!
The evil heart of unbelief has lusted for the leaksd garlic and onions many a time. Kept alive with
death so near; you are a standing wonder to yduk§lat great things the Lord has done for you! How
He has led you, instructed you, helped you, coratbgtou! All these as | mention them will wake up
many admiring memories, and cause you to cry, ‘Idrel has done great things for us, whereof we are
glad.”

To me, also, it is a great wonder that God shoskl any of us; we seem so unfit for His holy pur-
poses. Can He write with such a pen as | am uperfléshy tablets of men’s hearts? What! Can He
paint a fair picture of holiness in the charactdrany hearers with so poor a brush as | am? Thaéeed
He does great wonders. That which God does bynstiiimentality at any time, if, indeed, it is foisH
glory, should fill us with astonishment. When Sauho formerly persecuted the saints, saw sainteemad
under his ministry, he was drawn out in wonderidgration as he wrote, “Unto me, who am less than
the least of all saints, is this grace given.”

The Lord God does wonders still by maintaining ehsirch and the cause of truth in the midst of the
world. Read through history, and you meet with gasiwhen the light seemed quenched, but then sud-
denly it burned with superior luster. Remember Reformation, and the revival of the last century.
When spiritual life seemed almost extinct, thenmedimes of refreshing from the presence of thelLor
It will be the same at this dark hour. All the dsun hell can never quench the light of truth. ¥imeay
do all they can in union with all the wise men lo¢ world to put down the old gospel of the cross, b
even though they should slay it and bury it, it Wotise again. When the voices which have beeedift
up against the gospel shall have been silenceddnréhe Word of the Lord shall sound forth to the
ends of the earth. God is still doing great wondethie maintenance of His despised gospel, artden
keeping alive of those spiritual doctrines whick tarnal mind hates as much today as it ever did.

Now, dear brethren, why may we expect the Lordtitbdo wonders? | answer, first, becaudes
word raises our expectationSurely the Lord will not cease to work wondensg @escend to the com-
monplace; for this Book, talks of great things andrvelous things. Does He not say concerning His
great grace, “As the heavens are higher than ttie,e are My ways higher than your ways, and My
thoughts than your thoughts”? Have we not many ggess of Scripture which run in this wise—
“Though your sins are as scarlet they shall be bigewas snow”? The universe is challenged by the
qguestion, “Who is a God like unto You, that pardamguity, and passes by the transgression of the
remnant of His heritage?” Hear our Lord speak ade the laboring and heavy laden to His rest.rHea
Him declare that “All manner of sin and blaspherhglkbe forgiven unto men.” Hear how His apostles
declare that “the blood of Jesus Christ His Soardes us from all sin.” Paul, that chief of sinnseds
himself forth as the type and pattern according/haich God will work in the after ages. This inspire
Book does not promise us small things. It is nath®d in a low key. Concerning the multitudes that
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will be saved in the latter days, it speaks in dréerms, saying, “Nations that knew not You shafi r
unto You.” We have so much to this effect that ll wot stay to quote the passages, only of thisavee
sure, that one day we shall hear the glorious sliblatllelujah! for the Lord God omnipotent reigns.”
Anyone who is familiar with Holy Scripture will expt that God will continue to work wonders in the
realm of grace.

But, beloved, we have something more than wa&isl has evidently made preparations for doing
great things When He made the covenant of grace to be the sarlyand center of all His acts, when
He put it first, and last, and midst, He did naemd little things. Jehovah does not swear by Hiimse
about trifles, nor lift His hand to heaven concegnsmall matters. The very existence of the evinigs
covenant is the sure prophecy of grace on a greald,sgrace magnified to the astonishment of &tlin
ligent beings. When the glorious Son of the Higleeshe from heaven, and veiled His Godhead in hu-
man flesh, He had designs of a majestic charaéateincarnate God forebodes great grace to our hu-
manity. And when as God and man, in one personlLow Jesus suffered shame, and spitting, and
scourging, and condemnation, and bowed Himselasttto death, the result of all His passion cannot
mean the salvation of a few, or a questionableasialw for many. It must foretell a sure salvation &
multitude of great sinners. Stupendous guilt ienaied to be washed away by the blood of so divine a
sacrifice. If our Lord Jesus Christ is to receivewaard commensurate with His accomplished work, we
may safely look for things which shall amaze theldioSuch a feast as | see spread within the royal
halls of grace is not intended for a handful ofgfeeWhen oxen and fatlings are killed, to provsdeh
abundant meat the host must have an eye to vadierarof guests of voracious appetite. The provision
of grace in Christ Jesus is so abundant that itt ineisneant for a wonderful assembly of needy souls.
Come you, and try the freeness and fullness ofsGhand see if you are refused.

Furthermore, when | reflect that the Holy Spirisl@me down from heaven, and that He has never
left us, but abides with His church to carry o flurposes of grace by convincing men of sin, dod g
rifying Christ, | am encouraged to look for grelaihgs. The Holy Spirit is not here in vain. He imds
to do great things. If the biggest blasphemer dutetl were reported to be saved today, | should no
find it difficult to believe the news. If, in thisouse, there should be one who has denied the Dfeatyr
Lord, and has cast off all fear of God, and consatjy has plunged into the worst forms of sin, h ca
readily hope that the Lord may pass by all hisdgaessions, and make him one of His most earnest
servants. It would be a wonder, it may seem torbargossibility, but this is no reason why it stebul
not be done. God has made preparation for produhiadind of wonder. Faith is led confidently to-e
pect what reason would never suggest.

When | see, in addition to the covenant, the Chastl the Holy Spirit, all the preparations of the
Lord’'s effectual power for the coming of the Lofdr His glorious reign upon the earth, and for the
eternal glorification of the redeemed, | am assumedy own soul that the Lord is working upon a won
derful scale, whether we see it or not. Between and/the consummation of all things, wonders are to
be common. The pathway of grace shall blaze witbngjor. | invite you to enlarge your hope concern-
ing Him who alone “does great wonders: for His mezndures forever.”

Dear friends, we are not left to promises and pagpmns.Our faith is continually refreshed by new
facts | have the great happiness of frequently seeang gxtraordinary instances of God’s grace among
sinful men. | will not relate even one of them, ooy memory is stored with them. Often my eyes are
filled with tears when | grip the hand of a conweho but a little while ago was a blasphemer anat in
rious, a Sabbath breaker, a drunkard, and sunkenydorm of uncleanness. When | see such a man
converted, renewed and made holy, because the Hasdnet with him and revealed Himself to him
through the preaching of the word, my eyes aredilvith tears of wondering joy. When | find thatlu
a poor testimony as | am able to bear is made lyGyace effectual to work a total change of natur
| am overwhelmed with wondering and grateful ematiolo see the Lord lift wretches from the dung-
hill and set them among the princes of His peopleses us to hold up our hands in joyful astonishmen
and ascribe all praise “To Him who alone does gneatders: for His mercy endures forever.”

The joy is that you and | assembled here this mgreither are, or may be, personal instances of
the wonder-working power of Go® my hearer, if you will now in your great sincapt great mercy,
you may have it! If you will come with all your évhabits binding you, and ask to be set free from
them, the great Redeemer will break those man&desyour wrists, and give you a glorious liberty.
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not our Lord named Jesus because He shall savpede from their sins? If you are the greatest sin
ner out of the bottomless pit, if you will look €@hrist upon the cross, and trust in Him alone, sball

be born again, you shall pass from death untodife, your many sins shall be forgiven you. Someasof
are always wondering why the Lord loved us, whydéeght us, why He sought us, and why He con-
tinues to acknowledge us and our heart’s desitieaitsall of you who come to this house of prayeyma
become similar wonders of divine grace. The Lomhgthat the wonders may begin this morning. We
are assured that among us upon whom the ends efttie have come, “the Lord does great wonders.”
Did | hear anyone say, “Truly, if | were convertédvould be a wonder”? Yes, you are excellent raw
material for God to work upon in the creation off@nder. Did | hear another say, “A person is hare t
morning that, if he were saved, would be a wonitheleed”? Pray for him, then. Pray at once, dislynct
for him, in the glad hope that he will be anothemder. The God of infinite mercy looks out for room
for His grace to work in, and space for almightyddo display its power. Your necessity, feebleness
and emptiness, are the space in which infinite jnéras elbowroom for its energy. He “who alone
does great wonders,” looks for the greatly guiltg @ahe greatly needy, that in them He may reveal Hi
grace. Oh, that my heart was enlarged, and my meashopened fitly, to encourage you who think you
are beyond the bounds of divine mercy! Oh, thinkthat the grace of God can never come to you! The
Lord delights in mercy. He loves to do that whistunexpected by the heart of man. He delightsrin su
prising men with His grace, and getting to Himgelown by His love. He will, for His own name’s
sake, do great wonders of mercy. Because no reasohe found in men themselves, the Lord resolves
to find it in Himself, and therefore He lavishessHjrace that His glory may be wondered at, both in
heaven and in earth.

Il. 1 pass on to another phase of the same thoughtipimn this one thought | mean to harp at this
time, so that this one note shall linger in yoursfar many a day. Our first head has been that i§od
working wonders of mercy; our second point is thetESE WONDERS ARE STILL GREAT, “To
Him who alone doegreatwonders.”

We have heard of wonders that were not greathiey were not even true. The magicians of Egypt
withstood Moses with their enchantments, and faplephets have much relied upon tricks and decep-
tions. Antichrist to this day is prone to use lyiwgnders. But God’s wonders are real, they arey trul
wonderful, and are not mere pretences. Neither@atwor providence, nor grace lends any countenance
to mere outside appearance; the deeper you go d's@mnders, the more wonderful they are. That
which the Lord does is peculiarly, His own. Evertlas magicians said, “This is the finger of Godhtla
ceased from their conjuring. They had touched upennimitable, and were forced to pause.

Many apparent wonders can be explained, and hemicetbe wonder is gone. Certain nations won-
der at an eclipse, which to the astronomer is § s@nple affair. Now, you cannot explain away elec-
tion, redemption, regeneration, and the pardonmgfteese great wonders of almighty love are al th
greater the more you know of them. Many wondersp,ahre diminished by familiarity. Well do | re-
member as a child being taken to see the first tleawn by a steam engine to our town; | greatlpwo
dered, but | have now ceased to wonder at suchrdinapy sight. | remember a viaduct, which to my
juvenile mind was stupendous; | have seen it siaod, it is by no means one of the wonders of the
world. The wonders of grace are such that the rjovesee them the more your wonder grows. In these
cases it is ignorance which daast wonder, but knowledge marvels exceedingly. Those afe most
familiar with the Lord think the most of Him and dfs grace. The wonders of divine grace are sotgrea
that they can never be eclipsed by any greater efg®arMo one will ever tell us a more marvelousystor
than the life and death of our Lord for sinful mémthe gift of Jesus Christ the infinite God hasdmne
all His previous acts. This is the greatest wortlat angels ever heard of; they desire still tklodo
it. This is in words and sense, the climax of altaties—“God so loved the world, that He gave His
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Hiougd not perish, but have everlasting life.” When
you and | have, for millions and millions of yearsalized what divine mercy means, my conviction is
that we shall wonder more at the Lord’s grace thhardo now. Salvation is an exceedinghgatwon-
der, like the great mountains, or the great sea.ldWingkindness of the Lord is immeasurable. “Now,
cries someone, “you speak about wonders; if | i@t@e converted it would not only be a wonder, dut
greatwonder.” That is why | expect it, for the Lord ktihkes pleasure in performing great wonders!
“Oh, but I am such a devil in sin! | have gonehe brink of hell. It is impossible that | should toe-
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given.” That is why | expect to see such pardongemi Unconquerable mercy will, | trust, take up the
challenge of your sin. The Lord is at home withagrthings. You and | are often overbalanced with
small affairs, but the Lord’s element is greatn&e=e Him making worlds, striking them off like Sggr
from the anvil of His creating power! Miracles am@mmonplace with God. His is essential and unri-
valled greatness. “The nations are as a drop oicldit: He takes up the isles as a very little tHifde
Lord grants great forgiveness to great sinners,takels pleasure to work great transformations aseh
who were soaked through and through with sin.

Why does God work great wonders of grace? | ansverause He is great and greatly wonderful
He acts according to His nature when He does gveatlers. He is so wonderful a God that no one has
ever formed an adequate conception of Him. We dainderstand God, nor can we comprehend Him.
We know that there is such a one and we love aadeHim, but to say that we understand God as a
man is understood by his fellow, would be veryffam the truth. Ten thousand minds, educated to the
highest, and even filled with the Holy Spirit, ifey could unite their largest ideas, could not cassp
the infinite Jehovah. You have filled so manydittiups with the waters of the sea, but you ararasff
as ever from having taken up the great deep.duisatural that the Infinite One should do greahw
ders. The Lord is inconceivably great, and theeefoe are unable to imagine a limit to what He may d
in a direction so much His own as that of mercygcsiGod is love. Assuredly, to be great in evenghi
is after the manner of the great Lord; He doestlyr@ardon, greatly renew, greatly love, greatlgdd,
greatly glorify. Oh, that we would believe Him te lgreat, then should we with Mary sing, “My soul
does magnify the Lord, and my spirit does rejorc&od my Savior.”

Do not despondingly imagine that God will allow kisnders to dwindle down as the world grows
old. “Oh,” you say, “He did great wonders in the oldenes, but He is not of that mind now.” Is that
your God? My God is the same; He faints not, neithaveary. He still does great wonders. Jehovah
who divided the Red Sea is our God forever and;d¥ercould divide the Atlantic if He willed it, and
would do so if it were needful for the fulfilmeont His gracious purposes. The God who fed His peopl
in the wilderness may not cause manna to fall freaven today, but He will none the less give food
unto His people. “Your place of defense shall lertiunitions of rocks; your bread shall be given,you
and your waters shall be sure.” The Lord can dmash today as He did in the elder ages; yes, we may
look for greater things than these. | do not b&ithat God’s music is now marked wdminuendoput
| seecrescendmn the score; it grows in volume and in force asdbes roll along. The Lord leads our
wondering minds on from height to height, and ré&vé&aus more and more the glory of His power.

This leads me to believe thidte Lord Jesus will yet save greater sinners thaneder did savef
such sinners there be. Our Lord celebrated Hisapoér into Paradise by the salvation of a thief, and
soon after His resurrection He restored Peter. Hlealways be saving thieves, and restoring badksli
ers. He went after Saul of Tarsus, who was botérageutor and a blasphemer, and He means always to
be saving sinners of that kind. That Philippiatejaiconverted at the dead of night, is but a speniof
the sort of hard, rough, cruel brutes that He still subdue by His mighty grace. The Lord will go to
save great sinners, for He has put His hand tplthe of grace and He will not look back—

“Jesus reigns on Zion's hill,

He receives poor sinners still.”
The most guilty and most hardened, and most dafimgbels are welcome to come to Jesus and look to
Him and live. How pleased | am to preach this gbspé, that | could preach it better! | expect the
Lord to go on saving great sinners by these wofdsine, and this shall be to the praise of the\glair
His grace.

We may expect the Lord to forgive great sgws;h as murders, adulteries, robberies, blasplsemie
and sins unmentionable. Mercy gets to itself renoviaen it annihilates giant sins; then we sing of Si
hon, king of the Amorites, and Og, king of Bashaverthrown by the Lord, whose mercy endures for-
ever. His mercy is not an atom less than it usdzktdor it endures forever. The ocean of todasisull
as when Jonah went down into its deeps; the suodaly is as bright as when it shone on Lot entering
Zoar, and the grace of God is as full, as broadleap, as omnipotent, as when our Savior dwelt gmon
men, and said to one and another, “Your sins agvien you.”

The Lord is also doing great wonders in displaygrgat condescensions to those who believe on
His Son Jesus Christt would be a great wonder if the Lord should imegh us today and make our
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hearts leap for joy; but, unworthy as we are, He&ly to do so. It would be a great wonder if Hzev

to restore our backslidings, and heal the bonesiwaiie broken by our sins, but He waits to actuas o
soul’s surgeon. It would be a great wonder if Hes waenter in and sup with us, and we with Him, but
He even now knocks at the door of our hearts wilt tesign. The Lord’s bosom may still be leaned
upon; we may still lean on our Beloved; He willldtiss us with the kisses of His mouth. The Lotill s
dwells with the humble and contrite, for this gre@inder of condescension still delights Him.

The Lord is working great wonders of delivering ggaAre any of you in great trouble or great dan-
ger? The Lord that delivered David out of the pdwhe lion, and out of the paws of the bear, aodnfr
the hand of the uncircumcised Philistine, will gel you also with a great deliverance. He that dave
Daniel in the den of lions, and brought him outamhed, even He that walked with the holy childmen i
the burning fiery furnace, is the same God sti#h. ¢dn, He will, He does deliver. You shall see ¢ieat
wonders if you will but trust in Him. You that atessed about and sorely pained with the preset# sta
of the Church of God, you may look for wonders dag. | expect our Lord to do great wonders at this
time by sending us great revivals of religion, wrsome other way making bare His holy arm. What
shall withstand Him if He does but awake Himsetf!lfbrmer ages the light has burned very low, and
then the Lord has trimmed the lamp. The Lord hakep, and great has been the multitudes of them
that have published His word. Then “kings of arndés flee; and she that tarried at home divided the
spoil.” It shall be so still. Oh, You that do greabnders, fight for Yourself this day, and make #uke
versaries of Your truth melt away. Let us praytfog visitations of the Holy Spirit, but never let give
way to doubt, even for a moment. “Therefore wilt me fear, though the earth is removed, and though
the mountains are carried into the midst of the $ba Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacobus
refuge.” Now we have got some good way into out-t€X o Him that does great wonders” be glory
forever and ever.

lll. The third point is this—THESE GREAT WONDERS ARE WRED BY GOD ALONE. He
alonedoes great wonders. Lay emphasis heavily upon trd talone.”

My brethren, there are deeds of kindness whichgaud not expect anyone else to do. The most
forgiving of human spirits can never pardon as @oés. You, poor sinner, have been measuring God’s
corn with your bushel, and therefore you conclut® He cannot forgive you, but His long-suffering
and grace are greater than yours. If you had offéradhers as you have offended God, you mightysafel
come to the conclusion that forgiveness would kteobthe question, but the Lord in mercy far ousun
all others. None can forgive and forget as the lawds. It was never heard of, that one could pass o
such offenses and rebellions as God does freetyobito The Lord can do, and is daily doing, sucts ac
of love and mercy as would be looked for in vairoagnmen and angels. Believe that God is more able
to forgive than you are able to believe. Have yaiiten it down among your sadly sure conclusiora th
you are certain to be lost? The God of All grackgtiés to contradict our despairs. He will disannul
your covenant with death, and deliver the lawfybtoee from the hand of the destroyer. He will inter
pose in an unheard-of manner. He says, “Beholdilllde a new thing.” He will do that which we
looked not for, and thus make us own that He aldoes great wonders. God’s grace is unique. To
whom will you liken Him? In this He is seen to bedzalone. None can approach Him, so as to be men-
tioned in the same day. He does for us exceediaigiyndantly above what we ask or even think. Ah,
poor desponding soul' You had a dream. Did youdream that you were a child again, and could
begin life once more? You woke up and cried, “AH ifigs will never be true. | wish it were.” It cdoe
true. The Lord can make you to become a littlecchgjain by being born again. It is hard, | know, fo
you to believe it, but nothing ought to be hard&ieve concerning the God whose mercy endures for-
ever. He alone, Himself, and by Himself, can perf@rodigies of love.

When it is said that He does these great wonddosiéd it means that He does them when nobody
can help Him. My friend, you cannot do anythinguyare now reduced to utter impotence, under a
sense of sin. You fear that you cannot even believéeel, but the Lord is all-sufficient, and Herse
does great wonders. He can do all for you, and vatirka you. What strange creatures we are! We feel
that we must try to help God. What folly is this!pOor creature of a day, did you help Him to mdiee t
world? Where were you when the mountains were brbtayth? O feeble creature what can you do?
Can you help Him in providence? He asks no aid fyomn | have known some poor souls complain that
they cannot feel their nothingness, and they fahey if they felt their nothingness, Christ coulen

6 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 33




Sermon #1981 God the Wonder-Worker 7

save them. This is odd, is it not? Here is a maa winst necessarily help God by his nothingness! Out
of the way with you! You do but block the road! deaside, and let grace work! What can you do? Do
you reply, “I must believe and repent?” | know youst, but—

“True belief, and true repentance,

Every grace that brings us nigh,

Without money,

Come to Jesus Christ and buy.”
Jesus Christ comes to save you just as you areHendalvation comes to you where you are. When
they make railways in England they usually carmnthsufficiently far from a town to give work to an
omnibus. Seldom does the station stand near theehwhere one wants to go. The railway to heaven is
of another sort; it comes to your door. Jesus cowlesre you are, and meets your actual condition.
Though you lie at death’s door, Christ comes asréiserrection and the life. Though you pine in the
vestibule of hell, almighty mercy comes to free youm condemnation. In your spiritual helplessness
and hopelessness, Jesus comes to you, sayingt ‘Nfeusow to be all in all to you.” Praise Him who
alone, without your puny aid, or the aid of a pries the aid of mortifications and penances, @n r
move your sins, and make you pure and holy. His amm brings salvation to those who trust Him, and
He alone does great wonders.

When the Lord uses means in the salvation of a, $¢elltakes care that nobody shall praise the
means or ascribe the salvation to the agent. Henlamy ways with His most useful servants of making
them keep their places, and you will notice thas@sn as ever any one of them begins to grow rather
large in his own esteem, he is usually met withkmeas and barrenness. We must, brethren, keep self
out of the way. We must put ourselves absolutely Bod’'s hands, that He may use us in the winning
of souls, and then we must send the gredwn, down, down, till it is buried out of all rembrance.
They tell us that when you go fishing it is wisestand back and keep yourself out of sight as nasch
possible. The fish that sgeuwill not take the bait. The Lord will not do grembnders in company, but
alone. His servants must not set up to be mastetbey will be sternly rebuked. On the throne Gfag,
God will brook no rival. If we are to see Jesus@ase we must decrease. If Christ goes up, se$f goe
down. The Lord says, “My glory will | not give tamather.” We shall be made to forget the ministad a
every other worker, and recognize the fact thatLtirel alone does great wonders.

O brethren, when I think of what the Lord has d@aresome of us by forgiving and saving us, how
His glorious name rises and fills the whole heav@ad is not to be compared with any; they vanish as
He appears. The Father is everything; He alone doest wonders when He receives the returning
prodigal. The Son of God who bore our sins in Hismdody on the tree is everything to us, and He
alone is The Wonderful. When we shall see Him it ae¢ as the Lamb in the midst of the throne. We
shall give no praise for our salvation to any, Hunself and that divine Spirit who regeneratesBes.
loved, we rely on no influences of any sort saws #imighty influence which proceeds from the Holy
Spirit. “He alone does great wonders.”

This should be a great comfort to those of you @h®not yet saved. If | were in your condition |
would try to catch at the text this morning. Goandelf is able to save. Trust Jesus and live.

Here also is comfort for children of God who arereised concerning the state of the churches. Be
encouraged, for the Lord who alone does great wsndesqual to the emergency. Perhaps He will strip
us still more; perhaps He will take away every abl@n that now preaches the gospel, and when our
Calvins and Luthers and Zwinglies are all deadn tiheaybe, He alone will do great wonders. Be itifso,
so it pleases Him, for He must have all the glditye extremity of the church shall be the opportunit
God. But man of God rest you sure that His evarlggturposes will stand, and His divine covenant of
mercy will endure forever.

IV. | close with my last head—upon which | will speaielly. Beloved, if you know anything about
these wonders, these great wonders, these womdetsch God stands alone, then remember that FOR
THESE WONDERS HE IS TO BE PRAISED. This verse isaaaription of praise. “To Him who alone
does great wonders: for His mercy endures forevenieans—to Him be thanks and praise and power
and honor and majesty forever and ever. Oh, thatouéd fill the universe with praise!

Wonder is a sort of praise; it is the chaos outvbich a world of praise is to be made. Sit you stil
and silently meditate on the greatness and goodrigsed until you are overcome with admiration, and
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then you will adore. Our wonderment should alwalgssom into thanks. Holy wonder is like sweet in-
cense, but love must set it on a blaze with a Ingrepal of gratitude. “O give thanks unto the Ldat,
He is good: for His mercy endures forever.”

If you will begin to praise the Lord for His greabnders of mercy, | will tell you what will happen
to you. First, we shall findHis nature revealed to usO give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.” We
shall begin to see the essential goodness of Guttheen we shall the better understand the maaifest
tions of it as seen in ten thousand ways. Thi®msething to learn. We learn through the habit aiige
to know in a measure what God is.

Next, while praising Him for His wonders, you widarn toadore His Godhead'Give thanks unto
the God of gods.” It is a grand thing to be deepipressed that God is God. Has He not said, “Bk sti
and know that | am God”? We do not know what Godig we know that He is God; we cannot com-
prehend Him, but we apprehend this much—that H8ad. It is the greatest thought a man can ever
think when He thinks that God is God. | would hgea praise Him until you know that He is God, for
you will treat Him as He should be treated when gmtinctly recognize the glory of His Deity.

If you will keep on praising Him for His wondersowy will come toknow somewhat of His sover-
eignty “O give thanks unto the Lord of lords,” for Hdeas over all things, both in heaven and in earth,
and in all deep places. | reverently adore andting&ve the doctrine of the sovereignty of GodhoEe
words which are terrible to the ungodly are swedtitn who knows the love of God—"I will have mer-
cy on whom | will have mercy; | will have compassion whom | will have compassion.” We can trust
our God with unlimited power, and with the rightdo whatever He wills, and it is a part of our wops
that we should never question whatever He may ltdc the Lord; let Him do what seems Him good.”

Still, when you praise God for the wonders He hasked for you, and for others, let the climax of
your praise be this; thatlis mercy endures forever.Magnify with all your faculties of mind and heart;
with memory, and hope, and fear, and every ematfomhich you are capable, the changeless mercy of
God. He is always merciful, or full of mercy. Hevalys will be so. You have a God of immutable good-
ness; rejoice in Him at all times, and under gleats. When you think upon His terrible justiceyloio
not His mercy. Pharaoh is cast into the Red SelaJdhwovah’s mercy endures. He slays mighty kings,
but “His mercy endures forever.” Yes, when you ksek engulf the impenitent, and you think with sol-
emn awe of the dread punishment necessary toeshassured that this alters not the fact that iGod
love, and that “His mercy endures forever.” Thenestrbe no collision in your thoughts between His
justice and His mercy; they are both divine ang thath endure forever. Do you say “Hallelujah!” ave
when you see His wrath. Accepting His mercy in depuaise Him; resting in that mercy, praise Him;
hoping in that mercy, that it will follow you alhé days of your life, praise Him. By and by, braothe
and sisters, we shall know more of His eternal meaad then we shall praise Him in loftier strains.
Shall we ever need a sweeter song than this—“To Wim alone does great wonders: for His mercy
endures forever'? As we shall hear the harpersitgnpith their harps, and see the holy ones casting
their crowns before Him on the glassy sea, shallhetechant thigreat Hallel—To Him who alone
does great wonders: for His mercy endures foreveEn® Lord bless you ever! Amen.
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