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“Then He said unto them, O fools, and slow of heantbelieve all that the prophets have spoken.”
Luke 24:25.

THE two disciples who walked to Emmaus and conuvktegether, and were sad, were true believ-
ers. We may not judge men by their occasionalrigsliThe possession of gladness is no clear evadenc
of grace, and the existence of depression is n® sign of insincerity. The brightest eyes that |déak
heaven have sometimes been holden so that theg notisee their heart’s true joy. Be not cast down,
my brethren and sisters, if occasionally the tedrsadness bathe your cheeks. Jesus may be drawing
near to you, and yet you may be troubled by myesesf grief.

The Lord Jesus Christ came to the two discipled,taok a walk of some seven miles with them to
remove their sadness, for it is not the will of dwrd that His people should be cast down. The @avi
does Himself that which He commanded the anciemphmet to do. “Comfort you, comfort you My peo-
ple, says your God. Speak you comfortably to Jéeusd Thus He spoke and thus He acts. He was
pleased when He went away to send us another Canfbecause He wishes us to abound in comfort,
but that promise proves that He was, and is, Hihas€omforter. Do not dream, when in sadness, that
your Lord has deserted you; rather reckon thatHmr very reason He will come to you. As her babe’s
cry quickens the mother’s footsteps to come toatarspeedily, so shall your griefs hasten the s/isit
your Lord. He hears your groans; He sees your-tears they not in His bottle? He will come to you as
the God of all consolation.

Observe that, when the Savior did come to thesemmyones, He acted very wisely towards them.
He did not at once begin by saying, “I know why yare sad.” No, He waited for them to speak, and in
His patience drew forth from them the items andipalars of their trouble. You that deal with mourn
ers, learn hence the way of wisdom. Do not talkrtaah yourselves. Let the swelling heart relieve it
self. Jeremiah derives a measure of help from Wis mmentations; even Job feels a little the better
from pouring out his complaint. Those griefs whasle silent run very deep, and drown the soul in mis
ery. It is good to let sorrow have a tongue wheramathy has an ear. Allow those who are seeking the
Lord to tell you their difficulties; do not discae much with them till they have done so. You Wwél
the better able to deal with them, and they wilthe better prepared to receive your words of chegr
ten, by facing the disease of sorrow the cure lisdfected, for many doubts and fears vanish wtien
scribed. Mystery gives a tooth to misery, and wtiet mystery is extracted by a clear descriptibg, t
sharpness of the woe is over. Learn, then, youwnadd be comforters, to let mourners hold forthithe
wound before you pour in the oil and wine.

Learn also a sacred lesson, O you mourners! leisfar you, when you are pouring out your griefs,
that you do so before the Lord. These two troublagifarers, though they knew it not, were tellingith
sorrow to Him who best of all could help them t@b#. You may tell your friends, if you will, and
will be some relief to you, but if you seek thedihe of grace, and make the Redeemer your chief-conf
dant, your relief will be sure. Get you alone; sting door; bow there apart from the disciples, sayl
“Jesus, Master, | would tell You that which saddered O great High Priest, who was compassed with
infirmities, You will understand me better than mgarest friend, and | would place myself beneath
Your care!” How great the privilege, that we hawveess with boldness to the ear and heart of Jesus o
Lord!

Again, learn another point of wisdom. When our Lbedl heard their statement of distress He might
immediately have comforted them; a word would haeoee it. Did He not say, “Mary,” and did she not
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at once turn and say, “Rabboni” with ecstatic daflgHe went more wisely to work than to administer
hurried consolation; He rather rebuked than engmddhem. He began by saying, “O foolish men, and
slow of heart to believe in all that the prophedsdrspoken!” Observe that | quote the Revised darsi
for the Authorized is too harsh. Our Lord did natl themfools, but foolish persons. The difference is
rather in the manner than in the sense. He chidkech;t gently, but still wisely. He let them know tha
their unbelief was blameworthy, and He called tHeolish for indulging it. O beloved brother, if you
Master chide you, do not doubt His love! If, whesuygo to Him in grief, He answers you roughlysit i
His love scarcely disguised, which thus seeks yauast welfare. If you believe in your Lord, youllwi
reply, “Master, say on.” If He calls you foolishowy will wonder that He does not say something worse
of you, and in any case you will trust Him aftee tmanner of Job when He said, “Though He slay me,
yet will | trust in Him.”

Especially observe that our Savior’'s rebuke wasediat their unbelief. Unbelief, which we so often
excuse, and for which we almost claim pity, is tieated by our Lord as a trifle. It is for this thde
calls them foolish; it is about this that He chidiese slowness of their hearts. Do not let us rgaehl
cuse ourselves for mistrust of God. If we ever day gracious Lord, let us feel ourselves to belywe
guilty. Regard unbelief as a fault rather than akmess. Brace yourselves to seek a braver and more
constant faith than you have reached as yet. Wbuldhwe go on blundering, and misjudging, and
therefore fretting when a little consideration veidit us right, and at the same time cause us tor foam
Lord, and to be ourselves filled with joy and petdweeugh believing?

| am going to handle this rebuke as God the HolyitSghall help me; first addressingta the true
believer, and secondlyto the seeker. | shall have to bring forth some bitter thingsievhwill act as a
tonic, but by giving tone to your system, they ywiti the end, remove your fears better than sweeter
matters would have done. Hear then our Lord sayfd@lish men, and slow of heart to believe in all
that the prophets have spoken!”

In speaking to believers, | would have them obséhet our Lord rebuked their unbelief under two
heads; firstas being folly, and secondlyas arising from slowness of heart.

I. First, then, UNBELIEF IS FOLLY. Not to believe dhat the prophets have spoken, and not to
draw comfort out of it is great folly. Folly! Not&e word. “O fools! O foolish men!” It is folly sixcas
makes the tender Jesus cry out.

It isfolly because it arises from lack of thought and consideration. Not to think is folly. To give way
to sadness, when a little thought would prevernsifpolishness. Is it not? If these two disciphesl sat
down and said, “Now the prophets have said conegrtiie Messiah that He shall be led as a lamb to
the slaughter, and thus was it with our Mastergytivould have been confirmed in their confidencd th
Jesus was the Messiah. If they had said, “The mtoplavid wrote, ‘They pierced My hands and My
feet,” they would have recognized in this theinafied Lord. And if then they had turned to théert
passages of the prophets in which they speak osilsles future glory, they would have been refreshed
with hope. In the Scriptures they would have fodypes, and figures, and plain words, in which the
death and the rising again, the shame and the gfoBhrist are linked together, and His cross islena
the road to His throne. Had they compared thenbesty of the holy women with the prophecies of the
Old Testament, they would have obtained groundopieh The women reported that the body was no
longer in the tomb, and that they had seen a visfaangels, who said that He was alive; two apestle
went to the sepulcher, and gave a like report; thrgdtallied with the Lord’s own words, in which He
made Jonah His type, because he came up from épeattethe third day. But they forgot the Scriptures
they did not think of that great source of hopeeifleyes were dimmed with tears, so that they did n
see what was plain before them. How many preciexis thave you and | read again and again without
perceiving their joyful meaning, because our mihdse been clouded with despondency! We take the
telescope, and try to look into heavenly thingg] exe breathe upon the glass with the hot breatiuof
anxiety till we cannot see anything, and then wectale that there is nothing to be seen. Do you not
think, beloved, you that are depressed and sorgwiday, that if you thought more of the promises r
vealed in God’s Word, you would soon see thinggedehtly, and would rise out of your downcast con-
dition? You put your Bibles away, and read nothoag the roll of your troubles. There are no handker
chiefs for the tears of saints like those which fatded up within the golden box of God’'s Word. He
who inspired this volume is “The Comforter,” wilby not apply to Him in your dark hours? O you,
whose melancholy arises from forgetfulness of tloeds of your heavenly Father, of the tender Savior,
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and of the divine Spirit, | beseech you be moreswarate! Think of God’s providence, His unchanging
love, His power, His faithfulness, His mercy. Thiokthe promises, and as you handle them by thought
they will exhale a sweet perfume which will deliggdu. Holy thought will charm you out of your
griefs. But what folly it is that, for want of thght, we should bow our heads like the bulrush, when
like the sunflower, we might look at the light tille became little suns ourselves!

Unbelief is follybecause it isinconsistent with our own professions. The two disciples professed that
they believed in the prophets, and | have no dthditthey did so. They were devout Jews who accept-
ed the Holy Books as divinely inspired, and therefafallible, and yet now they were acting ashiéy
did not believe in the prophets at all. Are we often found guilty of like inconsistency? O brethyré
is one thing to say, “I believe the Bible,” butistquite another thing to act upon that belief! Wave
more of seeming faith than of real faith. That Baskrue, and every promise in it is true, and dwn
and believe that it is so, and yet, when | comthéotest, how much of faith evaporates, and holysad
my fluttering heart proves that my belief was mordéancy than in fact! There is more infidelity the
best believer than he dreams of. We think we beliavthe whole, and yet, when it comes to the Hetai
and we have to deal with this promise and with #sa& matter of fact in everyday life, we havegatl
a candle, and sweep the house, to find our faithatfblly this is! If the Word of the Lord is trud,is
true, and we ought to act upon it, if it is notetrwhy do we profess to believe it? That whichrigues-
tionably true will bear all the strain and presswiech life and its trials may put upon it, andsitfor us
to act upon this belief. Brethren, it ill becomesta play at believing; let us have our wits ahasjtand
make serious business of that which is not sedetode us, but soundly to instruct us. The Worthef
Lord is in harmony with His providence, and as vedidve Him as to the one, we must trust Him as to
the other. We may safely rest the weight of ourybadd soul, our present and future, upon the sure
promise of a faithful God, and we are bound by pafession to do so. It is folly to call ourselvss-
lievers in the Bible, and then to doubt and digtrus

Folly, again, is clearly seen in unbelieving sadnégcausthe evidence which should cheer usis so
clear. In the case of the brethren going to Emmaus bael/solid ground for hope. They speak, to my
mind, a little cavalierly of the holy women as “t@n women.” Yet there were no better disciplethie
world than those women. They were surely the besteochosen company—Mary and the Magdalene.
Even the testimonies of Peter and John, the vesf of the apostles, are not sufficiently valueaol, f
they speak of “certain of them which were with ussay not they speak disrespectfully, but thera is
slurring of their witness by casting a doubt upbrCioncerning these godly women, they leave an im-
pression on my mind as if they had said, “Women talk, and these women said that they had seen a
vision of angels, which said that He was alive.isltrehearsed as hearsay of a hearsay; they said th
they had seen those who had said. If they had pesimed to the point, the two disciples would nateha
allowed that the Magdalene and the other womeRgter, or John, were unworthy of credence, and yet
they were by their sadness acting as if the wigsesgere mistaken. If those who were at the empiy se
ulcher were to be believed, why did they doubt? @Wdence which they themselves detail, though we
have it only in brief in this place, was conclusesddence that Christ had left the tomb, and yeyth
doubted it. Now, dear friends, you and | have hagksabundant evidence of the faithfulness of God,
and if we are unbelieving, we are unreasonablefamicsh. At least, | stand here to confess thatmwhe
ever | doubt my God it is on my part a superflafynaughtiness. | have never had any reason tausist
Him. These many years that | have trusted in HimhEe never failed me once. Experienced Christians,
how can you waver in your confidence? If we dishadi is it not folly? If the Savior does not cadl u
fools, we are forced to call ourselves so.

We could not suppose that the promise, covenadtoath of God could fail. The supposition can-
not be tolerated for an instant. Thousands of satdsresting everything upon the faithfulness otiGo
and desire no other security, but if God is unfailthwhat will become of them? If the foundatione a
removed, what can the righteous do? Then theyhidna fallen asleep in Christ have perished, omeve
if they are in heaven, what security have theyelieGod can change? | feel quite safe on boardhine
of the covenant, for all the saints are floatinghis one vessel. If God fails, then we all faijéther,
and that is an end of faith, and hope, and allgsiTherefore, let us not be so foolish as to gairest
the light of clear truths. Let us believe what wavé known, and tasted, and handled. Let past experi
ence anchor us firmly as to future circumstances.
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Unbelief is folly, becaus# very often arises out of our being in such a hurry. They said, “Beside all
this, this is the third day.” | know that they hexipected great things on that third day, and wese-|
fied in expecting them, but still, the day was pet over, and they were in as great a fever aswere
past a month ago. Although the Savior had saidHieatvould rise on the third day, He had not saat th
He would appear to them all on the third day. Hd tbem to go into Galilee, and there they shoeld s
Him, but that meeting had not yet come. “He thdiebes shall not make haste,” but they that do not
believe are always restless. Well is it writtenptiyhave need of patience.” God’s promises will bptk
to the moment, but they will not all be fulfilledday. Divine promises are some of them bills which
payable so many days after sight, and becauseatieayot paid at sight we doubt whether they arelgoo
bills. Is this reasonable? Are we not foolish talibthe sure handwriting of a God that cannot Be?
cause the Lord has not carried out your interpetadf His promise in the way of your own dictation
therefore you question His truthfulness! If theimistarries, will you not wait for it? It will coman its
own appointed time; would you have it hurried on you? What next? Shall the sun and moon be
quickened in their pace to suit your rashness? Nbhest Himself alter His purposes at your bidding?
Truly, things have come to a pretty pass! Are yanmr God? If you are a man, wait God’s time, and
in your patience possess your soul. If you do bot, like a fretful child, must have everything noo
else cry and fight, you deserve the rod, and wal the Lord say to you, “O foolish one!”

Yet, again, | think we may well be accused of fallgenever we doubt, because make ourselves
suffer needlessly. There are enough bitter wells in this wildernesthout our digging more. There are
enough real causes of sorrow without our inveniimgginary ones. | believe that the sharpest girefs
the world are those that men make for themselvesady ever stung Cleopatra as terribly as thatlwhic
she held to her breast herself. Certain of ounfl$espend all their days in stitching away to mitlesn-
selves garments of sackcloth. | have seen the eohlith his lap stone cobbling up a trouble, andhvas
done his work so well that the shoe has pinchedbloisfor many a day. It seems a pity, does it N,
brethren and sisters, we have those about us vehgreat adepts at self-worrying. When you were boys
| do not suppose you ever went into the woodsnd & stick for your father to beat you with, butuyo
have done so again and again since you have beename the more is the pity that you should be so
foolish. If these two travelers had considered laelieved, they would have known that Christ wasrris
from the dead, and as they walked along to Emnitigleed they had ever taken that walk at alljrthe
faces would have brightened at the prospect of seeing Him they loved so well.

| want you to notice yet further that it was follyut it was nothing more. | feel so thankful to our
Lord for using that word. Though we ought to condeour own unbelief with all our hearts, yet our
Savior is full of tenderness, and so freely forgivihat He looks upon our fault as folly, and rnetall-
ful wickedness. He does not take our doubt as faoreif but He calls it folly. He knows that it isue of
His children, as it is of ours, that folly is boung in the heart of a child. He puts that downhdadish
folly which He might have called by a harsher naiam sure that any dear, obedient child will feel
thankful if his father calls his fault by the ligiitname of folly, because it will prove that hedevhim,
and will endeavor to teach him better. It was nmtked rebellion; there was no enmity in it. Theydd
their Lord, though they feared He had not risemftbe dead. | do not want you to draw undue comfort
from this gentle word, but yet | would have youda®ne of the cheer it is meant to convey. You that
are vexed at your own doubts are not to come tadhelusion that the Lord utterly rejects you. He d
criminates between the folly of a child and the keitness of a rebel; He knows what is in your heart,
and knows that you are His. You are like a ship ihavell anchored, and though the tide is rushimg
and makes your vessel roll from side to side, s ylou stagger, yet the vessel is not loosed fiism i
moorings, neither are you in any danger. Your fatfiixed on Christ, and this anchor holds youuijo
you are tossed about a little, you will suffer igpsvreck because of sin, but much sea-sicknesaubeca
of folly. So much concerning unbelieving sadnestotg.

Il. In the second place, our Lord rebuked them for BINESS OF HEART TO BELIEVE.

This is an evil greatly to be fought against, b by no means a rare sin among the people of God
Let me try and bring home the charge made by oud Bgainst the two disciples, since | fear it aggpli
to us as much as to them. Our hearts are full cfheggish in believing; at least, mine is so, arstp-
pose we are much alike.

First, we are slow in heart to believe our God,vierare much more ready to believe others than to
believe Him. | am often amazed with the credulity of good peaghom | had credited with more sense.
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Credulity towards man and incredulity towards Goel singular things to find in the same person. We
cannot help seeing in the daily papers how easbpfe are duped. Get up a prospectus, and a list of
names as directors, including a titled pauper,y@mdcan bring in money by the wagonloads. The eonfi
dence trick can still be successfully performede @mpostor lived for months by calling at the dobr
guileless old people in almshouses, and tellingnthieat a cousin in America had died, and left them
fortune, but it was essential that fees should &id pt the government offices, and then the legacy
would at once be handed over. Times after timesrtbeey has been scraped together, the rogue has
gone his way, and no more has been heard of th&ircau America. There are so many simpletons
about that rogues reap harvests all the monthiseofe¢ar. And yet the God of truth is doubted! Yt t
incorruptible Word is mistrusted! This makes owvahess of heart in believing God all the more sad a
sign of our inward depravity of nature. \Wan believe, for we believe in man. In the course af loxes

we are fools enough to believe in men to our daostact, it is not easy to rise out of this snamed yet

we are slow at heart to believe our God. Oh, myhioea, can we excuse ourselves? The Lord forgive
and cleanse us! Let us henceforth accept evergldgliof God’s Word as infallible, while we turn our
unbelief towards man and his philosophies and atitigs!

Is it not clear that we are slow of heart to bediesincewe judge this of others when they are mis-
trustful? When we see our brethren in trial desponding asttuditing, we are very apt to think them
needlessly dull, and sinfully slow to grasp therpise, and yet, if we come into the same case, @e ar
by no means better than they. That which we censtgeommit. The beam is in our own eye as well as
the mote in our brother’s eye. You have come hamn fvisiting a friend who was distressed at heart,
and you have said, “I cannot make her out, | hawethee promises before her, but she is so foohsh t
she refuses to be comforted.” Yes, and from thasnlevhat you may be! Within a month’s time, you
may be sinking in the same mire. An evil heart wbelief is to be found in many a breast wherests e
istence is least suspected. But if we see the @dligthers, will we not confess our own? Dare we€o
mit what we condemn? Did you ever say of Job, ‘dswa pity that after all his patience, he spokbitso
terly, and cursed the day of his birth”? | wondewimany of us would have been any better thanlJob.
dare not hope that | should have been worthy toasd the laces of his shoes. If | had been bereawved
he was, and tortured with like burning boils, anarst of all, irritated by critics with their crueandor
and malignant sympathy, | could not have behavegrandly as he did. Let us not severely judge oth-
ers. They ought to believe, of course; they oughid more cheerful, they ought not to let theirdems
crush them so completely, but when we also are tieainghall we be so very much superior? | fear not.
Let us see ourselves in the weakness of our bretarel confess that the Savior's words are trueange
“slow of heart to believe.”

There is another point in which we are very slovheért to believe, namely, thae do believe, and
yet do not believe. We must be very slow of heart when we say “Ydxelieve that promise,” and yet we
do not expect it to be fulfilled. We are quick oinah to believe mentally, but we are slow of hearbé-
lieve practically. The very heart of our believirsgslow. Our dear friend, Mr. George Mueller, whom
may God long preserve, says that one of his obgstin journeying about, at his advanced age, from
church to church, is to try and lead God’s peoplectl faith in the promises of God. He says, “8s f
fifty-seven years | have seen how very litteal trust in the living God there is (generally spea}i
even among true Christians, | have sought, in th@genissionary tours particularly, to strengtheaith
faith, because, in the course of my pastoral Igltbes blessed results odal confidence in God on the
one hand have come to my knowledge, and the mafedistrusting Him on the other.” Mr. Mueller’s
objective is a very desirable one, but what fooks must be that this should be necessary! There are
plenty of people who believe God after a superkimel of fashion up there on the edge of the moon, o
“at the back of the north wind,” but they do notiéee the Lord in their shops, or on their bedsjror
their kitchens; they cannot believe as to bread,dreese, and house rent, and clothes. They talkt ab
believing in the Lord for eternity, but for thisydand next week they are full of fear. True fadheve-
ryday faith. The faith of the patriarchs was atlfaithich dwelt in tents, and fed sheep. We wantta fa
which will endure the wear and tear of life—a pieedt realizing faith, which trusts in God from hdo
hour. Oh, to be delivered from shams, and windbagd,to believe God as a woman believes her hus-
band, or a child believes its father! | hear oftens of “the realistic school,” we want believefstioe
realistic order. We need faith in which there iskine and grit. We are sham believers, and seac |
sham lives. The promises of God speak to us as Jgmke to His disciples when He rose from the
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dead; each one cries, “Handle Me, and see.” Godisisvare not chaff, but wheat; not wind, but bread.
We are slow of heart because, while we think weelelall that God says to us, it often turns ouat th
our believing is all a puff.

These two disciples must have been slow of heabet®ve, again, becausieey had enjoyed so
much excellent teaching, and they ought to have been solid believers. Ttagybeen for years with Je-
sus Christ Himself as a tutor, and yet they hadlemied the elements of simple faith. "Oh,” yoy,sa
“they were very slow!” Are not you the same? Hownygears have you been with Jesus? Perhaps for
even thirty years, He has Himself taught you, hasbt? Let me remind some of you of the remarkable
events of your lives. What wonderful providences yave seen! What singular deliverances you have
experienced! What divine upholding you have enjoy§tiat heavenly consolations you have received!
If you doubt the Savior, you may well be calledoslof heart to believe.” After what you have experi
enced, my brother, the shadow of a doubt shoulémiy upon you! Have you not said many times, in
the flush of your gratitude for some signal fav@ere, | can never doubt my Lord again™? You were
foolish when you made that boastful observation,ylou are more foolish still for running back fram
You have passed through the Red Sea, and withtyobrel in your hand you have sung unto the Lord,
and yet, perhaps, after a short march, you haveddase bitter waters of Marah, and opened yourtmou
in murmuring. Only God is wise, and we are foole &lone has understanding, and we are “slow of
heart.”

Once more, these two disciples were very slow afth® believe, becaudbere is so much in the
Word which ought to have convinced them. See how the Savior puts it—"Slow of heart to &ehall
that the prophets have spoken.” What a mighty ‘@t is! Brethren, are you half aware of the tneas
hidden in the field of Scripture? Are you as faarilwith your Bibles as you should be? If so, yol wi
join with me in speaking of Scripture as having adtna redundance of confirmatory testimony. There i
rock enough here for us to build upon. We have,h@weonly precept upon precept, but promise upon
promise, and all these confirmed by pledge, anti,atd covenant of the Lord God Almighty. The
teaching of Scripture is so full, so varied, so\wnaing, that we are indeed, slow of heart if caitlf is
not firm and immovable. Brethren, a lack of fanmiliawith the Word of God is very often the seedipl
of our doubts! Half our fears arise from neglectlwé Bible. Our spirits sink for want of the healyen
food stored up in the inspired Volume. God fortiattyou should fly to light literature to give your
mind a boost! Go to the solid literature of therpiges, and be established with food more suitable f
an immortal soul. Like Luther, say, “Come, let ursgsa psalm, and drive away the devil.” There is no
enchantment for the casting out of evil spiritelik resort to the divine Word. When you see more of
what God has revealed, you will rise out of youuloks and fears, and your slowness of heart to\elie
will depart from you.

Before | leave this point, | beg you to notice thia Savior does not say that they were “hard of
heart,” but “slow of heart.” | like to notice thAhen He is most severe, He is still tenderly dimsirat-
ing. “Slow of heart” we are, but there is no enmityour heart towards Him. It is slowness, and that
bad enough, but our Lord graciously helps our p@ue.face is in the right direction, and our feet a
going the right way, but we are slow in heart, ¢éande in faith. As David spared Mephibosheth, and
admitted him to his table, though lame in both ferst, so the Lord loves us, and communes with us,
slow of heart though we are. It is bad to haveow $leart, very bad, but it would be much worseaweh
an unrenewed heart. With all our doubts and feaeshave no longer a heart of stone, but a heart of
flesh, which mourns because of its sinful unbeligfe Lord knows the difference between the sin of
hating the truth and the folly of doubting it. S&iagainst this slowness of heart, but still let Satan
come in as an accuser, and condemn you as thoughlem@ not a child of God at all.

So there | leave it. There is the Master’s gerdlauke, not meant to discourage you, but to encour-
age you. He calls you foolish in order that you rbayso no longer. Believe, and this shall be yoigr w
dom.

lIl. Will the Lord’s people kindly pray for me whilenbw speako the unconverted? Ask that | may
have God-speed while | try and speak to those whseeking the Lord, and have not yet believed in
Him. | want to say to them just this, “O foolish mend slow of heart to believe!” Some of you ae r
ally seeking the Lord, but you say that you carbeieve, though you long to believe. You are nk li
the spider, whose motto is, “I get everything olitriyself.” You do not hope to spin salvation out of
your own heart, but you own that salvation musthseugh faith in Christ. So far so good, but howt is
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that you do not at once believe? You say you cartotv is it that you cannot believe in Jesus? He
commands you to believe in Him, and promises tbatshall be saved. Trust Him, and you shall live as
surely as His Word is true.

Listen! This unbelief proves you to be foolish asidw of heart, forthere are other parts of His
Word which you easily believe. If there is a threat or a condemnation, you beli¢ If there is a text that
speaks of judgment to come, you believe it. Youehawquick eye for anything which reads hard and
looks dismal. Have | not seen you reading the Wandl, stopping at a passage, and saying, “Alas! This
makes my case hopeless. | have sinned the sinstl@to death™? You believe in more than God has
said, for you read your own thoughts into God’s Wand make it say more than it means. You are
ready enough to take in the hard things, but tlaeigus promises of the loving Christ you will n@&-b
lieve. How can you justify this? How foolish yowe&iThe promises are in the same Book as the threats
and if you believe the one, believe the other. &ely, the cheering words come from the same iaspir
tion as the depressing ones; if you believe thathviooks dark, believe that which looks bright.

Next, you are very foolish, becaugaur objections against believing are altogether poor and puer-
ile. I should think I have heard hundreds of them yntime, but out of all the objections raised byutro
bled souls against believing in Jesus, there ionetworthy of serious discussion. One man caneot b
lieve in Jesus because he does not feel humblegbnas if that affected Christ’'s power to savehdf
felt more humbled, then he could believe in Jegdsuld not that be just believing in himself, andstr
ing in his own humility instead of trusting in Cét? One man cannot believe in Christ because het is
like a certain great saint. Does he expect thas be be like a great saint when he first comeShaist?
Has not Christ come to save sinners? Another sayshnot believe because he has not felt the serror
of the law and the dread of hell. Does he think tha terrors are to save him? Would his dreads and
horrors help Christ to save him? Would he not bsting his terrors, and not Christ? The Lord Jesus
says, “Look unto Me, and be you saved, all the eridse earth.” The gospel is to be preached toyeve
creature and every creature that believes it dfalbaved; but these people back out of it, andnbegi
hammering out reasons for their own destructiorsaflly suicidal business this! Let the devil invent
reasons for my not being saved,; it is not a busindsch can bring me any form of good. Nothing can
stand against the promise of God; He commands rhelieve on His Son Jesus, and | do believe, and |
am saved, and shall be saved, despite all thetalipeavhich may be raised by carnal reason.

Though you find it so hard to believe Chrigbu have found it very easy to believe in yourself. Not
long ago you were everybody, and now you cannaewelthat Christ is everybody. You thought you
were very good, you were wonderfully easy in youmamind when you ought to have been afraid.
What! Was it easy to believe your poor self, and gau not believe the faithful word of a good and
gracious Savior who says that if you trust Him gball be saved?

Moreover,you are very apt now to believe Satan if he comes and says that the Bible is not true, or
that Jesus will not accept you, or that you hameesl beyond hope, or that the grace of God camvet s
you. Of course, you believe the father of lies, god go mourning and moping, when you might at
once go singing and dancing if you would believeryBavior. Jesus bids you trust and live and Satan
says it is of no use your trusting; you believeaBatnd treat your Lord as if He had intended tetke
you. “O fools, and slow of heart!”

Then you knowhow ready you are, you seekers, to stop short of Christ. If you hear a sermon and get
a little melted, and go home and pray a bit, youqyete easy and say, “Now | am on the road.” Why,
your melting and your praying are not the roaddgaven; Jesus says, “l am the way.” You are nohen t
way till you get to Him. You have been in graciasnpany, and singing holy hymns; you feel quite
good, and are highly pleased with yourselves. Wigdit have you to be restful even for a moment?
How dare you linger till you have reached the otyefuge, which is Jesus Christ? Till you beliene
Christ you have no right to a single moment’s peacéope, or joy, and yet you do get a sort ofcpea
and a kind of hope, which are only sparks of youn &indling which will die out in blackness. Becaus
you are content to trust in something short of &htisay to you—Why not rest in Jesus? O foolsl, an
slow of heart! Refuges of lies you fly to, but tinee refuge of the finished work of Jesus Chrigi go
not accept? Why is this?

And then some of you are foolish and slow of héadause/ou make such foolish demands upon
God. You would believe if you could hear a voice, duycould dream a dream, if some strange thing
were to happen in your family. What! Is God to kel tto your fancies, that you will not believe Him
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unless He does this and that extravagant thingfe iEhooses to bring some to Himself by extraorginar
means, must He do the same with you, or else yefempto be cast into hell? Surely you are mad. Who
are you that you are to dictate to the Lord, arydHa shall do this, or that, or else you will refus be-
lieve Him? And so you will trample on the blood &#sus, and turn your back upon the kingdom of
heaven, unless an angel is sent to you, or youde&arce from heaven! O fools, and slow of heart, t
make these irrational demands upon the ever-blesedd

You are foolish and slow of heart because, to atge&tent,you ignore the Word of God and its
suitability to your case. If a soul in distress will take down the Bibledaturn it over, he need not look
long before he will light upon a passage which dbss himself as the object of mercy. “The whole
need not a physician, but they that are sick; Inmthcome to call the righteous, but sinners to mepe
ance.” Does not that fit you? “Seek you the Lordlevhle may be found, call you upon Him while He is
near: let the wicked forsake His way, and the uriegus man his thoughts: and let him return ung¢o th
Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; and to owdGfor He will abundantly pardon.” Does not that
fit you? “Come unto Me, all you that labor and Aeavy laden, and | will give you rest.” Does nattth
apply to you? Why, if you will but look through th&ord, you shall find passages so pertinent to your
condition that, as a key fits a lock, they will seenade for you! Those two disciples did not, for a
while, see how the prophets met the case of thafiad and risen Christ, but as they did see ijrth
hearts burned within them. As you also see how Raxlprovided for your condition in His Word, in
His covenant, in His Son, your sadness will fleeagaw

| close with this one word of warning to those oftiywho are distressed in heart, and are falling int
the habit of looking for reasons why you shondtl believe in Christ. | do pray you to leave off tBilly
practice. Before this evil becomes chronic with yquit it as a deadly thing. People can reason them
selves down, but they cannot reason themselvegaip.df you see a door open, in God’s name hasten
in, for one of these days you may be so blind aem® see an open door again. Seize this opptytuni
and while Christ stands and says, “Come unto Mejaal that labor and are heavy laden,” come along
with you. If you sit down to argue against Chrlde may allow your conclusions to stand to your own
destruction. Those who are so foolish as to finenty unhallowed reasons today will be foolish erpug
to find two hundred such reasons next year. A mag act the cripple till he grows hopelessly lame.
Mind what you are doing. You may lock a door, apémit again for many a year, but one of these days
you may so hamper the lock that it will not opeaiagOh, that you may at once believe in JesussChri
unto eternal life!

| have come to this pass myself—if | perish, | vadirish believing in Jesus. If | must be lost, Il wi
be lost clinging to His cross. Can any man be tloste? No, “fools and slow of heart” though we may
be, we know that none shall perish who come to Sthior that would greatly dishonor the Savior's
name. God bless you! Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—LUKE 24:13-35.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—676, PSALM 42 (VER. 1), 191.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
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