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“For this cause also thank we God without ceasirggcause, when you received the word of God which
you heard of us, you received it not as the worchwén, but as it is in truth, the word of God,
which effectually works also in you that believeoFyou, brethren, became followers of the
churches of God which in Judea are in Christ Jesusr you also suffered like
things of your own countrymen, even as they haveta Jews.”
1 Thessalonians 2:13, 14.

PAUL seems very much at home when he is writintheochurch at Thessalonica. In his letters to
that favored people he unveils his inmost feelitdgs.is rather apt to do so when he feels himsetequ
at ease, for Paul is by no means a man shut ujpnwitimself, who is never at home to anyone. When he
is battling with an ungrateful people he keeps kift® sharp words and strong arguments, but wieen h
is writing to a loving, attached, affectionate daturhe lets them have the key of his heart, anthys
bare before them his secret emotions. | feel agifvere interviewing Paul tonight—as if we were all
sitting in a room with him, and Silas, and Timotland were hearing their private conversation. We
have come to a roundtable conference with them,vemare listening to their talk about the ministry
which God had committed to them. Even in theseverses we hear of how these holy preachers loved
the gospel, told out the gospel, and saw that ddake hold of their hearers’ hearts.

They were not obliged to be reticent about thein@enduct or their experience with the Thessalo-
nian friends; they were able to tell the story fudit transactions with the church of Thessalonioanf
the very beginning. It is a happy thing to be thstpr of a church where one may wear his heart upon
his sleeve. In certain positions prudence demahaswwe keep ourselves to ourselves until we know
more of the character of those who surround uss iBiiby no means pleasant; indeed it is a paihfogt
to go through life like a man in armor, who scayadhres to move a single plate of steel, lest soaheb
should wound him in an unguarded place. One is giakhow that on the face of this earth there is a
church where the minister feels himself as muchoae as a brother among brethren, and as safe as a
father among his sons, since he is not afraid ofgomisunderstood. It is my joy that for many yehrs
have found such a place of peace, so that | cawghyhe Shunammite, “I dwell among my own peo-
ple.” To return to our text; we find the apostlehame, telling out his thoughts in the freest manhe
deed, he seems to me to show us three sights ofdlseinteresting kind, which it will be pleasingda
profitable for us to consider with care. | shajl to speak upon these three things, one aftertties.o

The first is,ministers giving thanks'For this cause also thank we God without ceasigen we
have the cause of it, which brings up a secondttfebsight, namelyhearers receiving the wordPaul
speaks of them thus, “When you received the wor@ad which you heard of us, you received it not as
the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word3wd, which effectually works also in you that begk.”

In these words we find a window into the hearthaf Thessalonian Christians, and what we see islike
cabinet of jewels. Then we have a third thing whietexceedingly interesting, namelygw converts
exhibiting the family likenessurning out to be very like the believers of oladurches. Born many
miles away from Judea, with a sea dividing thenmfithe first country where the gospel was preached,
yet these Thessalonian Gentiles, when convertettetbwonderfully like the converts from among the
Jews—"“For you, brethren, became followers of tharches of God which in Judea are in Christ Jesus:
for you also have suffered like things from youmogountrymen, even as they have of the Jews.”

|. To begin, then, we are asked out to a little squaaty. We are placed in a corner of a cozy room
where we have license and favor to gaze upon MIERS GIVING THANKS.
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Paul, Silas, and Timothy make up a little meetiNg. doubt the Lord is with them, for they form
what He has made a quorum. They are within the uaridowhich the promise is made, “Where two or
three are gathered together in My name, there amthe midst of them.” These three godly ministers
are holding what, if | use a Greek word, | may ealoly eucharistical service—a service of thanksgi
ing. “For this cause also thank we God without cea% It is a pleasant sight to see anybody thagkin
God, for the air is heavy with the hum of murmuriad the roads are dusty with complaints and
lamentations. It is a delightful vision to see hamkking, earnest ministers of Christ met togethied
occupying their time with thanksgiving, for manyst&atheir hours in speculations, doubts, and discus
sions. Let us turn aside and look into their srgiliaces! It will do us good to see who these go@th m
were, and how they came to be in this thankful @cord

And first, | would remark thathis thankfulness of theirs followed upon sore @raut is of no use
for you to say, “I shall thank God for a harvest,jou neither plow nor sow. You will have no hasve
without labor and patience. “They that sow in teshall reap in joy,” but if there is no sowing amal
tears there is no promise of any kind of reapinigave known young preachers envy those who have
had many converts, and | do not wonder that thewlsh but if they themselves desire to be greatly-u
ful and successful, they must go the same way t W@t others have done. In the cause and kingdom
of Christ, although the race is not to the swiftartainly is not to the sluggish, and althouglvat#on is
not of him that wills nor of him that runs, it cairtly is not of him that does not will and does na.

We may sit and sigh as long as we like, but wel e no result from lethargy. Dead bees make no
honey either in the land of grace or of nature.tiNgiis anything worked by merely tucking up your
sleeves, and making a brave show. We may plot anthay plan, we may propose and we may expect,
but expectations and proposals will fall to theugrd like apple-blossoms that have never knit unkess
stir ourselves up in the name of God, and throvtheIstrength we have into the work of faith artabla

of love. We shall fail unless we cry for much meteength than nature will yield us. With a vehengenc
that will not take a denial, we must plead with tioed until we prevail, for in this matter “the lgdom

of heaven suffers violence and the violent takbyitforce.” Yes, Paul, and Silas, and Timothy, you
would not be sitting together thanking God, if yiead not for many a day put your shoulders to the
wheel. If you had not labored night and day, if y@ad not exercised much labor and travail, and been
willing to impart to the people, not only the gokpmrit even your own lives also, you would nevevéha
rejoiced together in the way you have describedidiiers giving thanks to God are ministers who have
worked.

And this work of theirs had been backed by hoindivfor the apostle is bold to declare, “You are
witnesses and God also, how holily and justly alzelessly we behaved ourselves among you that
believe.” Brethren, we shall not win success unlessunt for it by careful lives. You wish to sesuy
Sunday school class converted. You are anxioug tadssed in your tract-district. You want to dweat t
little mission hall crowded, and souls convertedgid by looking to your own life. As the man is-de
pend upon it, so will his life-work be. There wilbt come out of any one of us that which is nasn
You must fill the pitcher, or you cannot go roundidill the cups of those who thirstily ask you fea-
ter. That which you would impart of grace or lifeish be in yourself first; and when God has worked i
in you, then it shall be yours to work out. The evaif life must be placed in you to be a well eirg
water, springing up, and then the word shall bélied in you—*Out of his belly shall flow riversfo
living water.” Personal piety is the backbone ofaass in the service of God. You can be sure df tha
Our mistakes and blunders in the work itself ugsuatlginate in faults in the closet, faults in taenily,
faults in our own souls. If we were better, our ksowould be better. If we walk contrary to God, He
will walk contrary to us.

We cannot be too careful of our conduct if we asporbe used of the Lord. Though the Lord is jeal-
ous of all His servants, He is especially jealothose whom He honors in service. “Be you cleat th
bear the vessels of the Lord.” That which He miggnte passed over in one of His common servants He
will not wink at in those whom He largely bless&kerefore, dear friends, let us remember thatcejoi
ing servants of God must be holy servants of GdetyTshall not give thanks for the purity of the&rop
ple unless they have set a holy example themseNas. renders all work for Christ a very solemn
thing. May we always think it so, and never gottmia trifling spirit, but with many cries to thdoly
One of Israel that He would make and keep us ceanbright as vessels fit for the Master’s use!
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You see, dear friends, that these three brethrea,met together, and were thanking God, were men
who had worked, and who had lived holily, but fertmotice that, when they congratulated each other,
thismode of expressing their joy by thankfulness predetieir falling into anything like self-laudation
Neither Paul, nor Silas, nor Timothy, had anythiigereof to glory, and they did not meet together ei
ther for self-glorification, or for mutual admirati. They glorified God, and thanked Him without £ea
ing. Let us copy the example of these holy menth&ng be much in thanking the Lord. If you have,had
one soul converted by your teaching, thank Gouh Your class in the Sabbath school, or if in yown
family at home, you have had one conversion, taall. | am afraid that we fail in thankfulness. We
pray for blessings, and forget to praise for th&évie are not grateful enough. | was chiding mysedf la
Tuesday. | think that | selected twenty-eight passavhom | could venture to propose for church fel-
lowship out of many who came. What a number it wadslt when the day was over very weary with the
blessed service, and then | chided myself thatlgexmitted weariness to come in when | shoulderath
have been praising and blessing God. | could niit hy weakness, and yet | thought my gratitude
ought to have borne me above it. Oh, | recolleetdhy when | would have given my eyes—yes, given
my head—for twenty-eight converts! | feel that |wia sacrifice my all for such a blessing even now.
To think that God should send so many in one wap#,give me evidence that there are plenty more to
follow! Was not this a delight? They keep comingctmfess Christ in great numbers still. We ought to
be very joyful for this. The whole church shoul@$s God for so many, and pray for more. If it were
one soul saved by twenty years’ work, we oughtete that we could dance for joy, and count the ser-
vice to be as nothing, but hundreds added to thecblrshould carry us up to the third heaven ofgtheli
As Jacob forgot all his toils when at last he coeadl the beloved Rachel his own, so should we toun
nothing hard, laborious, or trying, so long as sare saved. Oh, to bring souls to God! Whenever we
think of it, or see it done, let us say, like thésee holy men, “For this cause also thank we ®ul-
out ceasing.”

Notice thatthis thankfulness was of a social kirf@hank we God.” They all joined in it. Why, if
there is a soul saved anywhere, we ought ahank God for it! | hope that over at Walworth Rahis
week there may be some brought to Christ by thpacial meetings, and if they are so brought, ghay
to God. What does it matter which church they joivi@ hear of God blessing Mr. Moody or somebody
else right away in America. Glory be to God forTitie success of any church is our success. It is al
the family. Let us praise God for it. But some aceustomed to look with a rather jealous eye at'$od
blessing other denominations, or other preachessus fight against this spirit. O brethren, thoses
who have had the most of God’s blessing, what aynérvould be if we were cut out altogether by-bet
ter and more useful men! Let our star cease tcesihibrighter stars will but shine, and more sade
the blessed light. Do not those of you whom Godlilassed feel that you would gladly get out of the
way, and leave a clear road for somebody elsbeit.brd would use them more than you? If you do not
feel so, | am afraid that the Master will put yaut of the way because you are not completely alesorb
in His glory. When we are up to the neck in conaten, we are willing to be made nothing of, if God
can be glorified thereby. When we cannot be corttesee Christ glorified by others and ourselves la
on the shelf, there is a little bit of self lefhcawe must try to get rid of it.

At any rate, let us rejoice with those that do igpand triumph in the success of our brethrenit Be
ours to make joint-stock in praising God for aktliHe works by us all! What a sweet thing it wobkl
if we more often met together when God blesse@nd,said, “For this cause we thank God”! We ought
all to join in the hallelujahs of the church oveuls saved by grace. We must not waste our tina-in
lotting the success to this man, or to that mamhukseat once give all the glory to God. One critisyas
Timothy that did it.” “Oh, no!” says another, “S#las the man that brought me to Christ.” “Ah!” says
another, “but I like to hear Paul. He is the magteacher. That young Timothy—why, he is nothing,
and Silas is nowhere by the side of Paul.” Suchpaoieons are odious. This kind of talk is evil, &r
God’s servants belong to you all, and you mustatjéhe good you can out of them, but to compai an
to contrast them is to trifle. Let ministers discage such vain talk among their people by theirtlyea
love to each other. It is good for God’s servantget together, and to make a common heap of their
spoils, and send up a joint thanksgiving for thatjoesults of their joint labor. “For this causehkwe
God without ceasing.” Yes, and we do, my brethierdn see some here tonight who | know join with
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me in thanksgiving, as | join heartily with them eviever | think of them. | will bless and praise God
His exceeding mercy in saving souls by them, anthbyand by all His workers.

One thing more is to be noticdtlis was a continual thanksgiving ddgr the apostle says, “For this
cause also thank we Gadthout ceasing.”Our gratitude to God should be as lasting as difeconstant
as the bounty to which it bears witness. Our Anaerifriends have one Thanksgiving Day in the year,
but it was Thanksgiving Day all the year round witaul and Silas and Timothy when they thought of
the Thessalonians. They felt as it they never céedde off thanking God for the Thessalonians, for
they knew by sad experience that all churches wetef the same happy kind. There were those Corin-
thians, forever quarrelling and thus grieving tpestle. “Never mind,” he says, “we will thank Gaaf f
the Thessalonians.” Oh, but there are those GaidtiEhey have gone off the line, bewitched by Jzdai
ing teachers. They have wandered into “modern thpugnd left the old orthodox faith. “Yes,” says
the apostle, “those Galatians are a burden to otethien, blessed be God for the ThessaloniansI” So
think we ought to bless God for those that are Keptthose that are true, and for those that aitaftil,
and when our harp is made to hang upon the willoesause of part of the work which is barren and
unfruitful, yet let us not cease to praise and$tée Lord our God for that part of the work whpos-
pers. Let us magnify Him for those that are broughiknow His name. “For this cause also thank we
God without ceasing because you received the wio@bd.”

This spirit of thanksgiving tends to make us stesrand stronger for labor in days to comées, let
us sing unto the Lord instead of sighing unto dues# Let us not rob Him of His revenue of praise
even in our most desponding moments. “Although oyde is not so with God, yet has He made with
me an everlasting covenant ordered in all things sure.” What if Satan does not appear to fall from
heaven? What if the devils do not seem to be stbjetm us? Yet let us rather rejoice because our
names are written in heaven. O child of God, fattkbupon what the Lord has done, and this shallemak
you encounter every difficulty with a brave heaithat the Lord has done is but a token of what He is
going to do. Let us hold the fort, and look fortbetimes. Never let us dream of fainting or retrea
Do not say, “I will give it up because of the Gaas.” No, but go at it again because of the THeassa
ans. Do not say, “I am worried and wearied with @winthians.” No, but with your heart full of joy,
persevere in your Master’'s service, because mamgsetonians have received the word, not as the
word of man, but as the word of God. Hallelujaleréhis still something to sing about! Bring out the
trumpets; we are not yet silenced, nor shall wevbie the Lord lives. The walls of Jericho will b&ore
likely to fall before our trumpets than our trenmigi

So | have painted for you an ancient interior—yan see those three good men singing together to
the praise of God as they think of their Thessalomonverts.

Ah, my hearers, you could make some of us very ylalbfyou gave your hearts to the Lord, how
you would cheer and comfort us! And some of you tlmalove the Lord would do us a world of good if
you would come and tell us what the Lord has dang/dur souls. If you have been blessed, do na hid
it. If you do, you will rob us of our wages, for rowages come to us very much through our knowing
that God has blessed our ministry. Think of thig] &reat us fairly and kindly, even as we have sbug
your good. |, for one, have had such weary timewaf hunting that | should be heartily glad to bav
the quiet joy of watching the young lambs, andmpthe growth of the sheep.

Now we leave the ministers, and think of the people

Il. The second sight which we have to look at is, HERSBERECEIVING THE WORD. Let us
keep close to the text. “When you received the wadr@od which you heard of us, you received it not
as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the wofdsod, which effectually works also in you that-b
lieve.”

Notice, first,these people received the word of Gdldey were willing to hear it, they were anxious
to hear it, they heard it, and they were attenitivthe hearing of it. They lent a willing ear andeady
mind. They did not quibble, and dispute, and qoestbut they received the word of God. Happy
preacher who has such people to deal with! If weehthem not, let us work on till we gather them.
Whether they will hear or whether they will forbegbet us tell the people our Lord’s message. But if
God favors us with receptive hearers, let us baimisn season and out of season. A good bit dlikei
that ought to be most diligently plowed and sowhark God, there are, | trust, many here who have
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received the word of God so far, that they areimnglito learn, and anxious to know its meaning, &nd
feel its power! Among you our labor is lightenedhmpe, and cheered with expectation.

But next,these people had doubly received the word of @btkast, the word is twice mentioned in
our version. “When you received the word of Godakhyou heard of us, you received it.” In the Greek
those are two different words altogether. The sécoeceived” might, perhaps, better be read “accept
ed.” 1 do not think that | should be straining anpaf | read it, “You welcomed it.” They first retved it
by eagerly hearing it. They wanted to know whatais all about, they were attentive to it, and wante
to understand it. When they had heard it they cephi and said, “Oh, yes, yes, yes, this is the treng
we want!” They embraced it. That word will do—thesnbracedt. They put their arms around it, and
would not let it go. They were hospitable to thesmel, and said, “Come in, you blessed of the Lord;
come and live in our hearts!” They assented any toasented to the word of the Lord. They first ap-
preciated the gospel, and then they apprehendsdféith. They were like the man that was hungrain
foreign land, and he could not make the peoplesquiiderstand, but as soon as they brought anearticl
of food which he liked he fell to directly, and neathem comprehend that he would be glad of more of
that sort of thing. By his hearty reception of whia¢y brought, the hungry man said plainly, “Bring
some more of that.” So we have a people aboutasktGod, that are looking out for the gospel! They
are always willing to hear it if men will but prdad, and when they do get it they mean business, a
feed upon the word with hearty appetite. How gladhlto feed men that will eat! It is a pleasuresiedl
The spiritually hungry welcome heavenly food, thake it into themselves, and receive it as thedrea
their soul craves after. Oh, what a mercy it is mwkermons are preached which feed souls, and souls
hear so as to feed thereon! It is a happy day vehieri Christ and empty sinners meet. Now, | am per
suaded, dear friends, that, if any of you do naivkrthe gospel—really do not know it—and yet are
heavy of spirit and cannot rest, and are unhagpyillibe a very blessed thing for you to find ouat
the gospel is. | am pretty sure that many of yauiarsuch a condition that as soon as you realbmkn
that the doctrine proclaimed to you is God’s gospel will receive it into your very souls, and say
“There is none like it. That is the very thing wavik been looking after all our lives.” | think Idreone
of you say, “I have been hunting after this forrged did not know that there was anything likebt it
suits me to a turn. It fits me as a key fits a ldtlenters every ward of the lock of my soul a# ivere
made for me.” Brethren, | bear witness that whegckived the gospel of Jesus Christ, it seemedeto m
as if Jesus Christ had made the gospel on purposed, and for me only. If there had been nobodg el
in the world, and Jesus had made a gospel for nye ibsould not have been more adapted for me. His
gospel exactly suited that poor sinner who, on m@avy morning, looked to Him and was lightened.
My dear heareryou will find Jesus the very Savior for you. “But | aan out-of-the-way sinner,” cries
one. Have you never heard of Him who can have cegsipa on the ignorant, and on those that are out
of the way? What a wonderful text that is for youewyout-of-the-way ones! He can have compassion
on those that are out of the way. There is a remediie gospel for your disease. For the particular
shape your malady has taken the Lord has a sp@aHis Son, Jesus, has a plaster suited forp@ur
culiar sore, a medicine adapted to your peculi@mdn®ay the Holy Spirit bring you to receive it as
these Thessalonians did!

And then, if | may trouble you to look at the texgain, you will notice that the wofd” is in ital-
ics, and so is the worths.” Let me read the text again, “When you receivedwbed of God which
you heard of us, you received not the word of m&iod see | have left out the “it” and the “as” besa
they are not really there, though they are coryeadided by the translators as giving the meaninpef
apostle. Verbally they are not in the text. | tdke sentence out of its connection, and say ttiede
Thessalonians received not the word of nfemd | like them for that. Oh, but there were véggrned
men in those days! When Paul was on the earthaditde before his day, some of the greatest @étur
minds that ever existed were in Greece teachingpéople. Yet the Thessalonians were in such a state
that they received not the word of men. They ditlisten to Plato, or accept Socrates, for thers aa
something about them which made them hunger foerti@n the philosophers could bring them. God’s
elect are of that mind. You may know the Lord’segnéy the fact that “a stranger they will not felto
for they know not the voice of strangers.” Theylwibt receive the word of man; it is too light, too
chaffy, too frothy for them. You may put it befdteem in the daintiest guise, illustrate it with pge
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and prove it by the fictions of science, but thel} mot feed on such wind. They receive not the avof
men; they will not have it; they want something meubstantial.

To come back to our translatidhgy received not the gospel as the word of.rrethese days there
are some who receive the gospel, but they receige the word of men. This is their spirit—"Yes, |
know that such is the view that is held by Mr. Blabut there is another view held by Dr. White, and
another view is upheld by Professor Gray. All theégferent ‘views’ are supposed to be very much up-
on a par.” Beloved friends, this is not our wayerehis the truth of God, and there is a lie, améant
you always to feel that there is a solemn diffeeehetween the true and the false, and that n@ lof i
the truth. “Believe not every spirit, but try theirits whether they are of God.” If one says, “Yemd
the other says, “No,” it cannot be that they arthlinue. Salvation is of grace, or else of workgannot
be of both. Salvation is the work of God or elsenain; it cannot be a joint-stock-company affairefiéh
is truth, and there is error, and these are oppdtisé one to the other. Do not indulge yourseluethe
folly with which so many are duped—that truth maydsror, and error may be truth; that black is gshit
and white is black, and that there is a whitey-brdhat goes in between, which is, perhaps, the dfest
the whole lot.

There is an essential difference between man’s wodGod’s word, and it is fatal to mistake the
one for the other. If you receive even the gospeha word of man you cannot get the blessing biff o
for the sweetness of the gospel lies in the confideof our heart that this is the word of God. Yall
back upon Holy Scripture in the grief of an achimgrt, but you cannot rest, however soft the pilidw
the promise may seem to be, till you can surely 9agnow that it is of God.” If you have even aash
ow of a doubt about it, comfort oozes out. The difecomfort flies before doubt, even as love igidai
fly out the window when want comes in the doorclthe heart—yes, with but a needle’s point—and
life will go; and prick the heart of faith—yes, eveith the smallest doubt, and the life of joy @ng!
The joy of faith, and the strength of faith, yesdahe life of faith, is gone when you distrust vixerd of
the Lord!

Are we then infallible? No, but the Book is. Do éallibly understand the Book? No, but the Spirit
of God will teach us what He Himself means, andhoke truths which He teaches us we get so firm a
grip that we say, “No, no; | am never going to &gibout this any more! This is proved to my head a
soul beyond all further question. It is woven imbg experience. It has stamped itself on my conseiou
ness. It has done that for me which no lie couldTdus is the revelation of God, and | will die s@0
than | will ever, by any action of mine, permit autht to be cast upon it.” Brethren, do you acchpt t
word of God as Infallible? Thus have | learned dgbepel of Christ. Have you learned it in this fasif
Then you have received the gospel aright, but iset e

To receive the gospel as the word of man is no¢¢eive the gospel, but to receive it as a rewlati
from God, true, sure, infallible, so as to risk yathole soul on it, and to feel that there is rek+this
is to receive the gospel in truth. After this manne receive it with the deepest reverence; noa as
thing that | am to judge, but as that which judgess not as a matter of opinion, but as a sure tnitn
which | must make my opinion agree. It makes adl difference whether we rule the truth or the truth
rules us. The reverent obedience of the understgridithe word of the Lord is a great part of sdinct
cation.

To receive the gospel as the word of God is toivedé with strong assurance. Other thimgay be
true, but thismust betrue. Other things may be questioned, but this rbasimplicitly believed. This
gospel of Jesus Christ is of God as surely as &y &nd you have not received it at all if you rout
know it to be the word of God.

It is to receive it with obedience, because it comvéh authority; to say, “This | must yield to. @i
truths | may be master of, but this is master of @ther truths | may or may not hold—they may net b
of sufficient importance for me to bow before théi this truth has God Himself enshrined within it
and therefore | cannot be disobedient to the hdgwasion.” With man’s statements we are men, but
before God’s truth we are converted into littleldren. Is this so with you?

This gospel, if it is received as the word of Godmes with power. Yes, do not let us be misunder-
stood; the power we mean is by no means a commog! th is not the force of persuasion, nor the en-
ergy of rhetoric; it is divine power—the finger Giod. There is still in the world a miraculous feree
the divine energy of the Holy Spirit. It does noteggus to speak with tongues, neither do we heir it
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rushing, mighty wind, but it is as unmistakabldhose who have it as if it did come with such extra
dinary signs. Sometimes a truth has been borngam uny soul—and | doubt not you can say the
same—with an inward evidence which is beyond aluarent for force and certainty. Though it is not
logic, we are surer than if conquered by reasonivig.prefer it to the demonstrations of mathematacs
far as our own assurance is concerned. In my owe, dacould not see, but | did more than see; my in
ner soul without eyes beheld the essential priaapblthe truth. | did not touch it, and yet my inseul
handled it, tasted it, fed on it. It went into thecret spring-head and well-spring of my being, bed
came one of its first principles. If any man s&idttthe Lord Jesus was not able to save, and tisat H
gospel was not true, | snapped my fingers at hioould not stop to answer him, because he seemed to
be willfully denying self-evident fact, and theserio answering such folly. For a man to tell mé tha
gospel is not true, when the Spirit seals it onhragrt, is all in vain. He might as well tell me tthizere
was no light when | stood gazing on a landscapkearbrightness of the sun, or assure me that thase

no such thing as air when the strong north wind arasny cheeks. He might as well tell me that there
was no nutriment in food when | had just lost mydper, and felt refreshed by what | had eaten. There
are some things that we have no patience to argoetiawe have done with discussion concerning
them.

If you do not know spiritual things, ask God toyeu know them. But you are out of court as a wit-
ness; you cannot prove a negative, nor can youativegdisprove our positive. We cannot argue with
you who are dead in sin, and have not receiveetspyritual senses. What can you know? Why should
we dispute with the blind concerning colors? How ee discuss music with the deaf?

“Oh,” says one, “but | do not believe in your spigl experience!” | did not say you did; on the con
trary, | expected yonotto believe in it. But what does that prove? Whylydhat you have no spiritual
perception! That you have not perceived spiritbalds is true, but it is no proof that there areeto
perceive. The whole case is like that of the Iriahnwho tried to upset evidence by non-evidencer Fou
witnesses saw him commit a murder. He pleadedhithatas not guilty, and wished to establish his in-
nocence by producing forty persons who did nothéeedo it. Of what use would that have been? So, if
forty people declare that there is no power oftdody Spirit going with the word, this only provesat
the forty people do not know what others do kndwthére are four of us that do know it—well, we
shall not cease our witness. We receive God’s \asrthe word of God, because it comes to us with tha
power which effectually works in them that belielteworks in us a horror of sin, a detestation @lf-s
confidence, and an aspiration after holy and hdsntemgs. It works in us love to God and good-vl
men. It works in us aspirations after the divirteworks in us victory over evil from day to day,dan
while it does that, the proof of it is within ushd witness and seal of the truth of the gospelaitan
our own character and being, and we cannot thergfioe up our confidence. People who have come to
this pass make glad their ministers. Paul, Silad, Bimothy are all happy men when surrounded by
hearers who have received the gospel in all iteidiguthority and power.

lIl. Now my time has gone, otherwise my third point vadolihve been a very interesting one. These
three men are rejoicing in CONVERTS WHO ARE EXHIBNIG A FAMILY LIKENESS.

| only call your attention to the fact that the ape says, “You, brethren, became followers of the
churches of God which in Judea are in Christ Jéslese are people converted in Judea, and thegfare
a strongly Jewish type; quite another set of peoper at Thessalonica become converted to Chnst, a
though they are thoroughly of the Greek type, thieyvery much like the converts in Judea. They know
nothing about the law of Moses, they have beenhleeatworshipping idols, and yet, when they are
converted, the strange thing is, that they are exkogly like those Jews over yonder, to whom idglat
was an abomination. Greek believers are like Hellmehevers. They have never spoken to one another,
and nobody has been there to tell them the pettidmof Christians, and yet a family likeness is-d
tinctly visible. Were you never startled with thikat if, in the preaching of the gospel today,weze to
bring to the Lord Jesus a person of high rank, amather of the very lowest extraction, they hawe th
same experience, and upon the greatest of sultjEstsalk in the same way? “Oh, but,” you say, “Yhe
pick up certain phrases.” No, no! They differ iresph; the likeness is in heart and characterguist-
ly meet with converts who have not attended tha&@lof worship more than half-a-dozen times, but
they have been converted, and when they comeltinée$tory of their inner life you would supposait
they had been born and bred among us, and haceteathour ways, for though they do not use the
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phrases which we use, yet they say the same thimgsfact is, we are all alike lost and ruined, ared
are born again in the same way, and we find théoBavthe same way, and we rejoice in Him when we
do find Him after much the same fashion, and expoesselves very much after the same style. Believ-
ers differ in many things, and yet they are alikeéhe main things. There are no two exactly alikall

the family of God, and yet the likeness to the EBl®ther is to be seen more or less in each one.

It is to me one of the evidences of the truth ainthd nature of the work of grace in the heartf tha
you take an African Khoikhoi in his village hut,dahe is converted, and you take a university mdm w
has won all the degrees of learning, and he isexted, yet you would not know the tribesman from th
Doctor when they begin to talk about the thing&ofl. The Khoikhoi’'s English may be broken, but his
theology is sound. The uneducated man’s words mgy, but his heart will leap. Ruin, redemption, and
regeneration are the chief subjects in every d&%en | am talking sometimes with young convertsl an
they put their statements oddly and ignorantlynlraminded of Father Taylor, when he was getting ol
The old man sometimes lost the thread of his dissgand whenever he did so, he used to say, “There
| cannot find the end of that sentence, but | amniofor the kingdom! Brethren, | am bound for the
kingdom!” Off he went to something else, for thoughcould not complete the paragraph he was bound
for the kingdom. Some brethren and sisters came®t® the end of their own experience, but they are
bound for the kingdom. They cannot put this and tbgether to make it ship-shape, but you can see
that they are bound for the kingdom. There is #aestear of repentance, the same glance of faigh, t
same thrill of joy, the same song of confidence&heane according to his measure enjoys the same lif
if he is indeed bound for the kingdom. The babkkesthe man, and the man reminds you of the babe.
We are one spirit in Christ Jesus.

| will not enlarge, except to say that it makesimg for joy when we can see in ourselves a likenes
to the children of God. We, too, resemble the esaints in our experiences. Opposition and tribomat
come to us in our measure as they did to them.eTaer the same afflictions, the same persecutibes,
same trials, wherever the work of Christ goes ar there is the same mighty God to carry on thekwor
of grace, and the same promises of grace to biédddlfo every believer.

Dear friends, are you believers in the Lord Jesss@ If you are, joy and rejoice with me; but if
you are not, oh, how | wish you were! Whatever canmsf of life you enjoy, you are missing the only
thing that makes life worth having. If you are get resting on Christ Jesus, you have not yet faund
the kernel of the nut. You are boring away at thedtshell of life, and unless you turn to Christiyaill
die worrying and wearying over the shell and yoll mever taste the sweet kernel. If you did but\wno
our Lord Jesus, if you did but trust Him, if yowddut find salvation in Him, then you would findathf
earth cannot be heaven, it can become marveloiksyitl The earnest of our everlasting inheritance
may be enjoyed even here. Would God you would segk ord and Master, for if you seek Him He
will be found of you! What a pleasure it would heeveryone at this time would receive the gospel as
the word of God! Spirit of God, grant that it mag o, for Jesus’ sake! Amen.
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