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“Though He is not far from every one of us.”
Acts 17:27.

WHEN man disobeyed his God he died spiritually, #rat death consisted in the separation of his
soul from God. From that moment man began to tkiak God was far away, and this has since been
his religion in all ages. Either he has said, “Eherno God,” or he has believed the visible cozato
be God, which is much the same as having no Godjser he has thought God to be some far-away,
mysterious Being, who takes no note of man. Evésr @btaining a better conception of God, he has
thought Him hard to find and hard to be entreated@ecause his own heart is far from God, he imagi-
nes that God’s heart is far from him. But it is 8ot The living God is not far from any one of fgs,

“In Him we live, and move, and have our being.”

The nearness of God to man is a teaching of reeelaltook back to the record of the Garden of
Eden, and see an early evidence there of God'siessto man. Adam, having transgressed, hid himself
among the trees of the garden, but in his hidimgeIlGod sought him, and the voice of the Lord God
was heard, walking among the trees of the gardesh,saying, “Adam, where are you?” Man will not
seek God, but God seeks man. Though man’s voioetis“Where is my God?” yet God’s voice s,
“Adam, where are you?” All through history God Hmesen familiar with man. He has spoken to him in
divers ways, but principally through chosen mene @fter another He has raised up prophets, and by
their warning voices He has pleaded with men, anddd them to seek His face. His own voice might
have caused dismay and distance, and so He hasus®h voices, that He might come nearer to the
heart. All the history of the chosen nation, asread it in the Old Testament, reveals the nearagss
Jehovah; whatever we read upon the page, we knatwiithin, above, or behind it, the Lord is near,
even when He seems to have hidden Himself. In tlatss days, the Lord has come nearer to us still,
for He has spoken to us by His Son. The Son of igméme the Friend of sinners; could He come near-
er than that? The Word was made flesh, and dweatngnrmen, and men beheld His glory. Bone of our
bone and flesh of our flesh is the Christ, andHets very God of very God. In Him God is next-af-k
to man, and manhood is brought near to the eténnahe. Christ Jesus is God and man in one person,
and thus the closest union is formed between Gddraan. Verily, verily, the Lord God is not far from
each one of us in His own dear Son.

Today, though Jesus has gone up on high, the $piod abides in the midst of the church, and
thus again the Lord is near. The Comforter is atkvaill; the Convincer still presses upon man’s-co
science sin, righteousness, and judgment to cotilled&s the Holy Spirit work with the Word of Gpd
directing His ministers so to speak that their Besashall perceive a personality and pointednesisein
word delivered. Oh, you that hear the gospel, hesgoe of this, that the kingdom of God has conas ne
unto you in a very special sense! | may say of widh an emphasis, “He is not far from any of yonda
you are not far from the kingdom.”

That God is near by His omnipresence and by Hisigua dealings with men, is the clear teaching
of the inspired volume. To the enlightened mindd@oevidently seen to be near in the works of reatu
Whose voice was it that we heard last night thundesverhead? Who fashioned the drops of rain that
refreshed the fields? Who breathed the gentle breduch cooled and cheered the drooping flowers?
Who has sent us this day so clear, so calm, sbtbfidpe bridal of the earth and sky”? Who is chegt
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for us our harvests, and preparing food for mankagabt? It is God that does this, doing it in wags
yond our comprehension, yet doing it before oursejidere is no other force in the universe save tha
which is derived from God. There is no other lifeept the life which has leaped from the eternH se
existence. God is in all. Above us in the starsshiees, but He works also in the grass beneatlfeetr
Each dewdrop gleams His glory, and every grainust thears His impress. He is within us, keeping our
hearts in motion, and around us, giving to thenabreathe its power to sustain life.

So also is the Lord very near in providence. Allbedtt this godless age seeks to banish God, yet is
He present in the transactions of every day. Allgh come of Him, both the little and the great.dtle
dains, and rules, or over-rules. Pestilence andnenearthquake and hurricane, are His heaviedsrea
and days and nights, harvests and springtidesiliargentler footsteps. The events of history, wheth
on a large or small scale, betray an evident demngharrangement. All things work together, with- si
gular accuracy and punctuality, to accomplish &ylplurpose. It is the fashion nowadays to say that
these areoincidences. It is a pretty word for boys to play with. Somieus observe God’s providences,
and we are never without a providence to obserneseé¢ the hand of God in dalily life, and we ard gla
to do so, though we are laughed at as poor fodlesd who can see may well be content to bear the
jests of the blind. In my own personal experient@ve met with numbers of singular and special to-
kens of God’s working in providence, some of whiclwould scarce dare to tell, because they might
seem incredible. | remember preaching at Halifaxa huge timber building which was erected for the
purpose. During the previous day the snow fell igaand it lay deep upon the ground. Nevertheless,
the people came in their thousands, and throngeceklormous edifice, and gratefully do | remember
how they went away to their homes in safety. Thag ho sooner cleared the building to the last man,
than it fell in one gigantic ruin. Why had it netlen when the crowds were there? In my joy thabne
was harmed | thought that God was there, and $@daHis holy name. Was that a piece of supers#tion

Take another instance. | was one day in great @atplupon a certain matter of great importance to
the cause of God. | laid it before God in praye, 4iill | did not see my way; | could get no ditiea or
guidance. Having to preach in North London, a filis&indly drove me to the spot, and afterwards |
asked Him to take me to the house of one of oupleewhom | wished to see. | scarcely noticed my
way, till at last | found myself in a street unknowo me. | then said, “You are surely going wrong.”
“No,” He said, “I am right enough.” He was makirg the private house of the person | had named, but
| knew that he would at that time be at his officghe City, and | had intended to go there afien.h
We were on the wrong track, and so the horse’s ieeadturned down a side street unknown to me, and
as we passed along it, | saw the only man in alMibrld who could assist me out of my difficultyow
he came to be there I could not tell; how | caméddhere | have already told you. Strangely had th
Lord guided me, and the information guided theiaffaa happy issue. God was near iMere coinci-
dences, they tell me!Mere coincidences! Let me tell a true story. The other day | met vatiseries of
similar “mere coincidences.” | set out by railwaya certain town, and the train went on till we eaim
a junction, and | was bidden to change. By a s&a@ncidence another train had drawn up, and was
going in the direction | desired. | had only tinoectoss a platform and take my place, and off mtwA
few miles further again | heard a voice, sayinghd@ge here!” | changed a second time, and by anothe
coincidence a train was just starting for my degion. When | reached the end of my railway journey
another coincidence was in store for me, for a-kmetiwn friend was waiting with his carriage, and he
took me to his house, where, by another coincidemabinner was ready. At the dinner there happened
to be a dish upon the table intended for a personm ed not eat meat. Was not this a special coinci-
dence for me? | went to the chapel to preach, dadrid it crowded with people anxious to hear; Anot
er coincidence, of course! Somebody cries, “Yok talnsense; it was all arranged.” | confess | tiug
so. | am glad that you own the arranging hand, frartdon me, | saw an arranging hand in the other ca
es also, and | think it was as clear in the otlases as in this. To the story of my journey yod fanclue
in a previous arrangement, and in the history ¢ibng, and in the story of each human life, | diad a
clue in the presence of a Divine mind which arrangk things. When human arrangement explains a
series of events you admit it without question; wioy admit Divine arrangement, since it equallylwel
explains the great occurrences of history? Do ygaai? | fear it is that you resolve not to beli@véhe
one case, while in the other, having no theory &ntain, you follow your natural common sense.
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God is so near us that He hears the prayers opébgple, and orders events in correspondence to
those prayers. Do you doubt this? Do you tell na the many answers to prayer which we joyfully
narrate arenere coincidences? | have hardly patience to answer you. Yet let nie/tal of some strange
incidents which happened to me yesterday. In thenimg, when | came into my study, | needed to
break my fast. | had scarcely wished it, before brgakfast was on the table. During the day | wished
for a glass of water. In a few moments it stoodiyyside. | required someone to take a telegrarhdo t
post office for me. Lo! Presto! A suitable messeragpeared. Was this magic? The evening came on,
and | desired to have the lamps lighted and theams drawn. In a few seconds my desire was accom-
plished. Were these matters “mere coincidences®,*bries one, “you rang the bell.” Now | come to
think of it, someone did pull at a handle, butwszo bell. Yet you assure me that the ringing okl
accounts for it all. I will not argue the point tviyou. Only when 1 yield to you, | want you alsoyield
to me when | tell you that we pray to the Lord @od, and that we receive answers to our prayers. Ou
daily experience is that prayer is answered bylLitrel our God, for He is near to fulfill His promise
and to grant the petitions of them that put theisttin Him. You believe in the power of the balhd we
believe in the power of prayer. Our speaking tolitieg God is as much a fact and a reality to sishee
ringing of a bell to you; why, then, do you heaprecupon us? Why do you snuff us out with your big
talk aboutcoincidences? Scoff away! We shall not pray any the less so lasgn our experience we find
the Lord so swift to hear, so bountiful to bleskeTool has said in his heart, “There is no Godit b
even he is not so much a fool as he who, beliethag there is a God, will not allow that He is near
enough to hear and answer prayer. Oh, that my tsea@o doubt the nearness of God would cry to
Him, and see if He would not be found of them!

Beloved, the fact is that God is everywhere. Hsoipresent in all places that He is especially teear
each person. His circumference is nowhere, butckiner is everywhere. God is as much with you as if
there were no other person in the world. His be&iegr to you does not make Him far off from another.
This truth is high, and we cannot attain to it, ibus none the less sure. God is near each ons,afb-
serving us with exactness, perceiving the sectenis of our hearts. He is near us, feeling forams|
thinking of us. He is near us in active energydyeto interpose and help us. He is near us inlatgs,
and at all times. By night and by day He surrounslsAt this moment, “surely God is in this place.”
Know it, and be filled with awe. | pray that, bedaithe service is over, you may know it by feelihg t
power of His grace. In answer to prayer may thedlsopresence and power be with the words which |
shall try to speak to you, though | speak in gfeableness.

First, | am going to address myself for a lititethose who only feel after Him, but as yet have not
perceived Him; and then | shall spaakthose who have found Him, and who know by a sweet experi-
ence how near He is to His chosen.

I. TO THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE FEELING AFTER GOD I speakdeep earnestness. Like blind
men who grope for the wall, you stretch out youndsato feel after Him. Rejoice, for He is not fearh
you!

What thenHow impious is sin when seen in this light! You have transgressecttimmands of the
great King in the King’s presence. When you blaspde Him, you thought little of Him, but you spoke
into His ear. When you ridiculed His ways and Heople, you did it to His face. You insulted your
Creator while His eyes were fixed on you. Did yoaain that you were in the outskirts of His domin-
ion, far off from His throne? And did you, theredptake liberty to offend? O sir, you were mistgken
you rebelled in His courts! He heard your evil wegréie noted down your unrighteous acts. Think of
this, you that have never sought mercy at His hainds your childhood until now you have lived un-
der His close inspection. You have, perhaps, deesethives which permit you, through a glass, & se
all that the bees are doing. You have watched thesy in their cells. All the world is but a hive this
sort to the mind of God. You could not read theigles and intents of the bees, but the Lord has read
your thoughts and imaginations. Would some of yauehsinned as you have done if you had realized
the Divine presence? Would you have dared to geutdh lengths as you have gone, if you had seen
Him as He has seen you? “Hush,” they say, when dinegpeaking evil of any person, “here he comes.”
Why did you not “hush,” since God was there? Sasvarno have wasted their master’s time will hurry
up when they see that he is near; how is it thathave not only loitered, but done mischief whiteury
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Master has been looking over your shoulder? Howonpis that sin which is done despite the presence
and observation of God!

Next, notehow profane is indifference! To be indifferent to God when God is near in theryglof
His majesty, and the riches of His love, is a sfigreat hardness of heart. God is near, supplymng
with breath, keeping you in life, and yet you cam! Holy men have trembled with awe in His pres-
ence, and you have trifled! How is this? If He lgashe on a journey, and you had forgotten Him, there
might be some little excuse, but with the Lord elés you, how could you ignore Him? Can | call this
less than sheer profanity? If an angel in the presef the Most High refused to adore; if a syiatore
His burning throne maintained a sullen silence,siweuld count it unmistakable sedition; what imit i
your case? What shall | say to those who herdarptesence of God, have lived ten, twenty, thids,
ty, or fifty years, and yet have never given theird a serious thought? Do you so lightly esteemryo
Maker? Is He not worth a thought? Will you neitbexw your knee in homage, nor lift up your voice in
thankfulness? O men and women, why do you act gesilyy so ungratefully? What has God done that
you should slight Him? How can you excuse yourseltieat you live and move in Him, and yet have no
more care for Him than if there were no such being?

Furthermore, if God is so near, this shaws evident impossibility of deceiving Him. God is not
mocked. Do you think that if you will go to God’'sise that will avail you, though you go not to God?
Do you imagine that to repeat certain gracious wavdl suffice, though your heart is wandering be t
mountains of vanity? Have you thought that to makeligious profession will be enough, and that God
will be so duped, as to think you His servant ansl ¢hild, if you take upon yourself the names which
belong to such relationships? Do you think thatdde be deceived when He is near you, around you,
and within you? Your heart is as open to Him asyammok is open before you, and He reads you as you
read the plainest print. How, then, can you deckive? Beware, | beseech you, of having any dealings
with God but those which are in downright hone®t%e must be true to the core before the All-Seeing
One. A lie to our fellow men is meanness, but ddi&od is madness. What do you mean, you pretend-
er to godliness, if your heart is not right with@@oDo you think to play tricks with the only wise&

Can you cheat the eyes before which all thingshakeed and open? He besets you behind and before,
and lays His hand upon you; He possesses your aaimhsearches your heart; be plain and sincere with
Him, lest He smite you as He smote Ananias and I8eppOh, that the words of Hagar in the wilder-
ness would rise from every heart—"You God see mi&at God is as near to us as we are to ourselves
should make us greatly ashamed, if in any way wieafeve seem to be what, in the depths of our be-
ing, we are not.

But, listen! This shows ulsow vain is all hope of escape from God! What if a man says there is no
God! Godis all the same. What if a man forgets God, and thezeceases to tremble! There is as much
cause for trembling as ever, and somewhat moretWhamnan is able throughout life to shut his eyes
to his lost estate, and at last dies without bandss death—what of that? He cannot escape thg- jud
ment; he cannot flee from the far-reaching armpustice. The Lord’s impartial sentence will findni
out, though he plunge into depths of darkness, akerhis bed in hell. It was said once of the whole
world that it was nothing better than a prisontfoe man that had offended Caesar and | may sayeof t
great universe, however wide it is that it is butaarow cell for the man who has offended God. Wher
can you fly, my hearer? Where can you hide? Neithauntains nor abysses can conceal you from those
eyes of fire! If you had but half a grain of witwyevould fall at the feet of your pursuer, and inedHis
mercy! Confess your wickedness, and beg for parQuit your sin, and be reconciled to your Judge
through the death of His Son; then those eyes sleafluns of light to you, whereas now they are as
flames of fire.

This is the solemn side of the matter, and | canfes dark as the pillar of cloud when it turnesd
blackness on the Egyptians. Oh, this God! This ®bd is not far from us! What shall we do? We have
provoked Him! He is angry with the wicked every d&lys great long-suffering holds back the strokes
of His justice, but they must come one day, forvidé by no means spare the guilty. Oh, my ungodly
hearer, you have sinned, and you are sinning irptesence of your God; | beseech you, think ofl this
You have been indifferent, and you are still ingliéint, in the presence of One, who with a thought c
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wither you, and with a word can send you where hagrenever come. Be warned, | pray you. May God
bless this solemn warning to your soul’'s awakening!

There is a bright side to this great truth of theif® nearness. If God is not far from each onaxf
then how hopeful is our seeking of Him! If | seek God, and He is not far from me, | shaitety find
Him. | have not to climb to heaven or to dive inih@ abyss, for He is near! Oh, for faith to pereeiv
Him! Where | sit, or stand, | may come to Him. Iséek Him He is seeking me for certain, or else |
should never have sought Him. When the sinner s€ads and God seeks the sinner they will soon
meet. Is it not written, “If you seek Him, He wike found of you™? “Seek you the Lord while He may
be found, call you upon Him while He is near.” Opmeisence yields good cheer to those who are pant-
ing for their God.

How perceptible must repentance be! If God is near you, He sees that tear which just soalded
your cheek. He marks that sigh; He sees that hgadfithe breast; that trouble of the soul He knows;
that restlessness He sees. When | stand by a petsotabors under emotion, | am not long before |
sympathize with him; | cannot help it; God is munbre tender-hearted than we are, and like a father
pities his children, so He pities them that feamHIf your heart is breaking, your God perceivedfit
you are bewailing your sin, He hears it, and criel@w can | give you up?” The sight of your teagsh
melted Him; the hearing of your sighs has movedddimpassion. Doubt not this; you cannot have Him
near and yet have Him callous, for His name is LdVe heard you, and He pitied you when yesterday
in your chamber you were in an agony of shame aad He sees you at this moment in your loneliness
and dire distress. A fugitive and a vagabond yoy beg but yet the Lord is near.

Since the Lord is near to usow quick will He be to perceive our faith! If you, this morning glance
an eye to the cross, the Lord will see your eyekitey that way. He sees the feeble as well as the
strong; if you have but a grain of mustard seefaitth He will at once discern it. When the messermje
the church cannot perceive it, and before the t@nisan detect it, God has seen faith. Do you belie
that Jesus is the Christ? Do you trust yourselhwiim? God has accepted your faith and He has said,
“There is therefore now no condemnation.” If He evéar off your faith might be unnoticed, but being
close at hand He sees the first glimmer of lighthimi your mind. Though your trust is of the feebles
kind He accepts it and protects it.

If God is so near you, poor solbw readily He can reveal Himself to you! |1 know how sadly you
are urged to despair, and yet before that clocKinehed the half-hour your despair may vanishereh
is nothing between you and your Savior but yourelieh Let unbelief go, and you shall see Jesus, to
your heart’s joy. A prisoner was taken out to @died as he rode along in the death cart his heat wa
heavy at the thought of death, and none could dhieeof all the throng. The gallows was in sightda
this blotted out the sun for him. But lo, his pencame riding up in hot haste bearing a free pardon
Then the man opened his eyes, and as though hedesdfrom the dead, he returned to happy con-
sciousness. The sight of his prince had chasedl@im away. He declared that he had never seen a
fairer countenance in all his days, and when hd hés.pardon he vowed that no poetry should ever be
dearer to his heart than those few lines of sogargrace. Friends, | remember well when | was &t th
death cart, and Jesus came to me with pardon. Redthell were before me, but | rejoiced exceegingl
when | saw the nail prints in His hands and feet| the wound in His side. When He said, “Your sins,
which are many, are all forgiven you,” | thoughhdver saw such loveliness before, and never heard
such music in all my days. No, it was not mere gidul am sure my judgment was right. Eternitylftse
shall never disclose anything to me more sweet.pligloning Lord has no peer or rival. Oh, what a
Christ is He who appeared to me, a guilty, condehsiener, on the way to hell! Blessed be His name,
He bore on the tree my curse, and shame, and death,am free! This is the manifestation whictet d
sire for each of you, and since Jesus is near,rhadily can He grant you the gift!

If the Lord is near, there is no reason why He &howt grant pardon right now to all of you who
seek it. Before the words | speak have reached gayrGod, in the person of His Son, may manifest
Himself to you, and make your heart leap for jop.iD O Lord Jesus! Grant a vision of Yourself, doo
Lord; grant it now, and You shall have the praiGed often reveals Himself by men to men; why
should He not speak to you through this sermon ioiefh God often reveals Himself to men by the
Scriptures. A precious text laid home to an acliiagrt will soon give it peace. Wherefore, be ofdjoo
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cheer, my hearer; God is near you, and therefope I® near you. Believe in Jesus, and He will give
you rest. He waits to be gracious; He looks oubfgjects of mercy. Be of good cheer, for Jesusax-N
areth passes by. Even at this hour He is near.

Il. The time is too short; therefore | must turn ateot@ God’s people, and speak to THOSE OF
YOU WHO HAVE FOUND THE LORD. Brothers, you need rtbat | seek out choice words when |
speak toyou. You are soldiers, and you only want short ser@gnsuch as captains give to the ranks. |
say to you, redeemed by precious blood, and maustise to the all-surrounding God, ndtew strict-
ly God observes us! Let us walk in His sight, let us live in His presenl charge you, remember that the
Lord your God is a jealous God. Under such weigitiygations to Him, and bound to Him by such
marvelous ties of love, live—live obediently, livgensely, live with concentration of heart, anchd)i
and strength; live wholly unto Him. Being ever insksight set Him always before you. Be your life
such as life should be in the fierce light thattbegbout the throne of Deity. Oh, our poor livesirO
empty lives! God fill them and elevate them! May kiEp us to rise out of our dead selves by a sehse
His living presence. If God’s nearness does noteanakcry to Him to make men of us, what will? O
You who are so divinely near, draw our lives intouY life!

If God is not far from us, let us skew readily He hears our prayers! | am sometimes startled at the
power of a feeble prayer to win a speedy answdartl®d,” you will say; why am | startled, for & i
written, “Before they call, | will answer, and wiithey are yet speaking, | will hear.” Yes, it tsverit-
ten, but we do not always apprehend the fact. Whemromise comes speedily to pass, have you never
felt your flesh creep with a solemn awe in the pneg of God, who has so remarkably drawn neareat th
voice of prayer? You turn aside from your businasisa minute and pray, and you come back calm and
composed. This is the finger of God. You do novéetne counter, but simply dart a glance heavenward
and the thing you sought for is bestowed upon ¥®it. not often so, my beloved? You know it isitls
not easily accounted for by the fact that God igoair right hand, ready to be gracious? There iseel
in every case to break the continuity of businassl, to get away from the concerns of this life, tfoee
Lord is in the shop, and in the barn, as well ahencloset. You are in the midst of a throng ofked
men, but God is there too, if His providence hdkedayou into such company. The pressure of inces-
sant occupation racks your mind, but it would lss li¢ you felt that God is there to help and guide.

How simple is communion with the Lord when we know that He is near usl When you seek quietude
for meditation, do you think it wonderful that yemter speedily into communion with God? Is He not
waiting for you? If you go into the field with IsaaGod is there. Resort, therefore, to communidi wi
God without doubt of obtaining it. Speak, for Hate listen, for He speaks. Pray without ceasireg, b
cause God is near without ceasing. Pour out yoartheefore Him, for He is ever near to mark your
heart’s outpourings. It makes life a blessed thirflgen we remember that we spend it with God. We
dwell in Him. It is not as if we were visitors, ahdd to make calls on God now and then, but Heiis o
dwelling place. We have not to seek Him as thoughhidd hidden Himself away, for He is the sun
whose presence fills our life with strength and tmtn He is in us, and therefore with us. Therefiete
us pray, and praise, and hold sweet communion Miitin

Further, dear brethren, if God is so nearhasy securely are we defended! A Christian lady not long
ago dreamed a dream which was not a dream, butShetsaw herself as surrounded with God; encir-
cled above, beneath, and all around, as with aehdhzight. Brilliance inconceivable made a pavilio
for her, and while she stood in the midst of therglshe saw all her cares, and her troubles, and he
temptations, and her sins, wandering about thadmutsf the wall of light, unable to reach her. Wde
that light itself should open and make a way fanthshe was serenely secure, although she could see
the perils which otherwise would destroy her. Isthe Lord a wall of fire round about us, and thary
in the midst? Is it not written, “He that dwellstime secret place of the Most High shall abide utide
shadow of the Almighty”? Evil shall not come nearhim who is near to God. Go where we may, a
more than royal guard surrounds us, for the LorHadts is with us. Blind eyes, blind eyes, you isee
the Infinite Protector! If our eyes were anointee should see the mountain full of horses of find a
chariots of fire round about us; no, better tharsés, though they are of fire, we would see theipain
tent God to be our shield and buckler. | want yadegr people of God, to feel that you are neveeat r
danger, because never far from God. How can ha peril that the Lord keeps both night and day?
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To the living God we look for life when threateneyglthe powers of death. You have a little fish in
your hand; it will soon die if it remains thereidtnewly taken from the stream; make haste tmrest
to its element, and it will speedily recover. I thiver it will find all it needs; even so, in Gege have
all we want. In God we dwell in all-sufficiency amu perfect peace. As the dove in the dovecote, and
the coney in the rock, and the chick beneath time $®do we dwell in God. Who is he that can hasm u
since God is near?

If the Lord is thus near uspw speedily He can renew our graces! Alas! Our souls too often need
restoring, but blessed be His name, He is at hamdrtew our life. | confess with shame that | hiare
dull and dead and heavy, and | thought it was teatker, or my bodily weakness, or some other matter
but whatever was the cause, | have only found amne. @s in a moment, quicker than the twinkling of
an eye, | have been lifted into life, and love, éght, and energy; | have awakened in the nighh il
the bells of my soul ringing out peals of praiséalve said to myself, “What a strange creature I am
Now | can rejoice in my God; now | can pray withihprevalence; now | can leap as a hart.” Then |
have wished to rush into the pulpit and preachgitaway. | was all death before, and the Lord enad
me all life. Is not this to be expected since G®adhear to hear our moans? He speaks, and it is done
“His word runs very swiftly.” By the exercise ofitla the Lord enables us to overcome the body. Plato
used to say that by thought the soul could getobuhe body. | am not philosopher enough to know
whether this is true or not; indeed, | never ttiedjuit my body, for | am afraid | might not findymvay
back again, but this | know, that by the spiritlid the spirit can rise above the body. Some grigsv
ache, some bitter pain has made you feel as ifdydunot care to live, and yet a flash of sacredhag
gone through you, and you have laughed at the pathhave even been quickened by it. Pain is aroug
barebacked steed which throws every common ridgrwben he comes who is taught by the Spirit, he
leaps upon it, rides it, and outstrips the windwHmany a grand thought has been the child of pain.
Now, if God is with us we see how such a thing banNever despair while the living God is near. Be-
lieve in the living One, and touching the hem o$ igarment, the virtue of His life shall stream igcaur
dying heart, “He that believes in Me, though heendead, yet shall he live.”

| hear people sometimes talk about “the higher’lifappy is that man who obtained the highest life
when he first believed in Jesus Christ. The DiVifeeis neither lower nor higher, but there arereas-
ing degrees of its strength. These are all reaeh&ir God is near to help us. If God is near usthers,
infinite resources are near us. We need not belienbey; we need not be sorrowful, we need not be
afraid. We need not be the captives of sin; weaate to overcome it by the Divine help. We can erast
ourselves, for God is near us to give us the wctor

| do not think that any of you should go away tadsgying, “I feel so dull, so stupid, so unspirittia
God is not far from any one of us, and His presesimaild remove these complaints. What does Jesus
say? “| am the resurrection, and the life.” YouKed for a miracle. Behold your Lord! He is the mira
cle. Receive Him, and you have the resurrectionthadife. What though you are in the grave, stekete
and bound; if Jesus is at the mouth of the sepul@teHis bidding you shall quit the abode of death
Have hope, O Lazarus! For though you are dead fankirg), yet the Christ who calls you gives you
life. Never, child of God, never think that you cam be filled with life and power. That cry of, “O
wretched man that | am! Who shall deliver me?” eésrd by your present God, and He gives you the
victory through Jesus Christ.

Let me say once more, if God is so nearther,e is no reason why we should not speedily enjoy a
manifestation of His glory. Moses keeps the flock of Jethro. Poor comradesetwoolly sheep! He has
led them to the back side of the desert. Poor regtascarcely yields a blade of grass for sheep, a
nothing for man. What can one expect in a howlinlglevness? Stop; yonder is a bush! But what of
that? No grapes or figs can be gathered thererdArbay rest in a bush, but not a man. Turn youeasid
O Moses, for God can make that bush to be the ¢hodDeity! The commonplace can be made celes-
tial, the despicable, divine. Though today, dearfien all your trouble and deadness of heart wal
go to a home which is no home, yet since God igethie can appear to you in anything and everything.
He can make the bush of your trouble to becomeithigodiment of His glory. He can manifest Himself
to you as He does not to the world. Time was, gay when God could be found under a tree, and by
the brook, and near the town wall, and even inradce, and a lion’s den, but men do not see Him now
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even in temples. Whose fault is this? It is thdtfatiour dull eye, and duller hearts. God is aarres
ever. | see Him in this house of prayer. | pray ffta may see Him, and then the spot whereon yeu no
are will become holy ground to you throughout test rof your life. In your quiet room this afterngon
there is no reason why a door should not be opanbdaven. “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they
shall see God.” He shows His glory to the meek lamdy. The recognized presence of God will make
an attic as glorious as the Mount of Transfigurati/hen Jesus is to us Emanuel, God with us, we see
Him in His glory, for this is to see Him as He is.

This truth of the presence of God makes me fegbyapth regard to this my much beloved church.
| often fear lest we should not have conversiorsve feared lest coldness of heart should take diol
myself and you, and then this has been my comfdre-tbrd is not far from any of us, and therefore He
can use us, and work conversions in our midst.néeet He can incline the outsiders to come and hear
the word, and when they hear it He can bless tih@ntje is not far from them. | read in the Lifeddhn
Wesley a story of Methodists meeting in a barn, had certain of the villagers, who were afraid to
break through the door, resolved to place one éngido would open the door to them during the ser-
vice, that they might disturb the congregation.sTixerson went in before service began, and cortteale
himself in a sack in a corner of the barn. WhenNlethodists began to sing, he liked the tune sd wel
that he would not get out of the sack till he hadrd it through. Then followed a prayer, and duthmej
prayer, God worked on the man in the sack, soltediegan to cry for mercy. The good people looked
around, and were astonished to find a sinner iac& seeking his Savior. The door was not opened to
the mob after all, for he who intended to do so e@sverted. It does not matter why the people ctime
hear the gospel; God can bless them in any casthriét is preached, men will be saved, even i the
come to disturb. “Sir,” said one to me, “I had béerbargain about a pair of ducks on Sunday morning
and | passed by the door, and | thought | wouldl sk in. There and then the Lord met with me, and
those ducks were forgotten, for | found a Savi@dd is not far from any, and in answer to believing
prayer He can deal with men and turn their heartditself. Therefore, work on! Go round with your
tracts this afternoon. God is not far away fromsthbouses. Stand in the street corner and preaxh; G
is not far away from those who pass by. Go to yYwmday school class, for God is not far from ang on
of the children. Work with cheerful hope, for therl is near you.

This presence of God which cheers in life, alsdasns in death. He is not far from any one of us
when all the world flies far away. This morning thed came suddenly to our friend Mr. Murphy. He
hoped to preach this morning, but he is doing bettak. His congregation is gathered expectingrthei
pastor; may they find the Master with them, thotlghservant is gone! If God is always near, whaisdo
it matter whether we die or live? We would likehave our friends gathered about our bed to bid them
farewell, but perhaps, it will not be so. It issshall moment, after all, since our God will be n&uar
best Friend will be there; our Father will be théor our God will be there. Go your way and make n
bargain as to whether you live or die; only plelhadt tpromise, “Certainly | will be with you.” God is
with us now, and soon we shall be with Him. Urtig iday break and the shadows flee away, abide with
us, O Lord. Amen, and amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 139.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—230, 185, 211.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Caollection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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