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“Persuading them concerning Jesus.”
Acts 28:23.

WHEREVER Paul is, he has but one errand, and wheneaul preaches, he has but one subject.
Once at Athens, when he addressed the Areopagisedmeed to wander a little from his main point,
and no special good followed, but this experienmeniol him all the faster to the cross, for he afteds
said to the Corinthians, “I determined not to knamything among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him cru-
cified.” The cross of Christ was his one theme.heaceforth hammered on the head of this one nail.
Whatever faculty, ability, and power he had, h@édrits whole current into this one channel, amedcr
“God forbid that | should glory, save in the cragour Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is éruc
fied unto me, and | unto the world.” Brethren, waesé not strength enough for a dozen things, we have
not even strength enough for two. What little viga have, let us use it all in one direction, Ietsay,
“For me to live is Christ.” You could not have dpgal into Paul’s lodging at any time during the two
years that he was at Rome before the emperor tdgetam, without hearing him preach of the things
which concern the Lord Jesus Christ. Every arrovihisyquiver was aimed at the one target, and he
knew how to hit the white of it each time. “Thiseothing | do,” he said. His motto was—All for Jesus
and for Jesus only.

This one topic the apostle brought forward in défg ways. When addressing the chief men of the
Jews in Rome, observe that he expounded, andedstind persuaded. These three methods were need-
ful among the people of those days, and they aewvibest that can be adopted to bring men to Christ
even now. We musxpound, set forth, explain, make clear the gospel. We ralstnen what the Word
of God means, in the plainest possible languageh&y need to know what it is that the revelafimm
heaven has really declared. The more of true ekpongihe better. We must alsestify. We must bear
witness to the effect which the gospel has had uponheart and life. The telling out of our perdona
experience is a means of grace to our hearers.vikmiknown to describe his own conversion. He told
the story of how the Lord appeared unto him onwagy to Damascus, and he did this so often, that
Luke and others, who were his companions, must haaed it several times. Indeed, it was a tale so
worth the telling that none could weary of hearingPaul knew that personal witness-bearing has a
great weight upon the minds of men, and therefwgayas not afraid of being accused of egotismhéor
knew that he did not preach himself, but Chrisudebe Lordand the narrative of his conversion was
not intended at all to honor himself, but to glprihat blessed Christ, who out of heaven had sptd&en
him, and called him to be a chosen vessel to besawbird to the Gentiles. There is much force inhsac
personal testimony. Oh, that you and I, after hgnarplained the gospel, may always be able tatsill
something from our own experience which will pratteMen love, when they hear of a medicine, to
meet with a case of cure, and in the same way, wienhear of religion, they desire to hear from pe
sons like themselves what that religion has don¢hiem. Brethren, we should speak of Jesus in a hap
py, grateful, earnest manner, and commend him $aveor to our fellow sinners. Yet this was not all,
our apostle was not satisfied simply to expoundtastify; his heart was full of love to his countrgn,
and therefore, hpersuaded them. He entreated, he besought, he implored laisereeto turn to the Lord
Jesus Christ.

As Paul was speaking to Jews, he fetched the amgsnoé his persuasion from their own Holy
Books. | have no doubt that he had spread out emathle before him the books of Moses, and the vari
ous rolls of the prophets, to these he continuaigrred his Jewish friends. We cannot this mormgjag
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into that argument, neither is there need, for gminot Israelites, and you are already well acqedi
with that mode of argument. Paul must have beemstenin that line of things. | think | hear himwo
explaining to them concerning Jesus as He appéandeélichisedec; here was a wide subject. Hear him
open up to them the justification of Abraham bytfaand then the allegory of Sarah and Hagar, hed t
two covenants. | should have liked to have heaml $peak of Isaac and Ishmael, and of Jacob and
Esau, and the electing love of God as seen in thesrorable instances. With what rapture would Paul
speak of the sacrifices, reminding them that “withehedding of blood there is no remission,” and
pointing them to the blood of sprinkling, which sge better things than that of Abel'! How he would
then open up to them the meaning of the daily offg; the mystery of the Day of Atonement, the sa-
cred teaching of the entering in of the high prigghin the veil! How earnestly would he remind his
brethren that the continual repetition of the $aas was sure evidence that they had not madeadhe
sciences of the offerers clean from a sense obsithey would have ceased to be offered! How Hgart
would he direct their minds to that one sacrifideich Jesus presented once for all when He bowed His
head in death! | think I can hear him turning tattmemorable passage in Isaiah which so much en-
gaged the attention of the Ethiopian eunuch, arahiolg up to his audience the person and suffering o
the Lord Jesus, who was led as a lamb to the slaufr our sakes, and for us was stricken, smitten
and afflicted. With such arguments men who belietrexse books to be inspired ought to have been
convinced. It is clear that Jesus of NazarethasMliessiah predicted in the Old Testament. Had hreot t
hearts been so gross, their eyes so blind, andehes so dull, they must have believed in Jesusadbit
was, many of the Jewish leaders went away in aquettrelling with those who believed, and angry
with Paul. None are such bitter enemies of thescassthose who, by a firm resolve, determine to be
blind to its glory and dead to its power.

Thus Paul, you see, in his pleading, adapted hinséldis audience. He had acquired the knack of
being all things to all men that he might save somepleading with Israel, for whose salvation his
heart’'s desire and prayer ever rose to heavengplteved the wisest and most hopeful course. He ar-
gued from what they did believe, he urged the tthdy already knew as a reason why they should ad-
mit another truth, or, rather, let me say he shotheth that the gospel of Jesus was involved and con
tained within those truths which were assuredlyepted among them. He spent the whole day at this,
but at this time | shall not pursue his line ofseaing, because it is not needed among you, and you
have need of persuasion of another sort. It wdllobecome me to beat the air, or exhibit before gou
mimic combat with an absent adversary. No, my ftgent have before me another sort of people, whose
condition needs another treatment. | long for ymumediate conversion. With earnest prayer | have
come hither, seeking with tears and entreatiesitormen from destruction. Others have joined me in
supplication, and therefore | look to the Holy 8gwor His gracious work, that my hearers may bae-co
victed of sin and led to Jesus.

|. LET ME FIRST DESCRIBE THOSE WHOM WE WOULD PERSUADEwill so picture you
that some of you will see yourselves as in a mirrghall not talk to a people far away, but to yao
sit before me this day.

| would persuade those persons who believe the truth notionally, and yet do not receive it in their
hearts. It seems a strange thing that men should belewe yet not believe. This peculiar form of unbe-
lief is current among us at this day. It is stratigeg men believe the Bible, and even profess lie®eit
all, and yet they act as if it were all a dreamwéf preach the deity of Christ, it is an easy téskthey
never thought of questioning it. If we proclaim theed of the Holy Spirit in regeneration, they are
agreed, for they never doubted it. Whatever doetiins that we can prove by the Word of God, they
bow before it. They are not guilty of skepticismia#! They hardly give the matter thought enough to
observe any difficulties. Avoiding the whirlpool gliestioning, they run upon the rock of indifferenc
Their belief holds the truth as spices and linessprve a mummy. The gospel is to them a dead mon-
arch, honorably interred in the sarcophagus of ttesierence. It has no more power over them than if
they disbelieved it. As a medicine retained upadhuggist’s shelf has no effect upon the bodyisso
the gospel stowed away in the minds of many s@ dmve no result in their lives. This must be a sad
misuse of divine revelation. It cannot have beent s®us to be without effect. O my hearers, if Y@
lieve that Jesus is the Savior, why is He ymir Savior? If you believe that repentance and faithgor
salvation, why havgou not repented and believed? If you believe thatethea God that hears prayer,
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why do you not pray? If you know that you must lmenbagain, how is it you are content without the
new birth? How is it that with regard to the hegriof the word you come and you go, not once nor
twice, but year after year, and yet you are unmauedl unchanged? Age steals over some of you, and
finds you not an inch in advance of what you werg/aur youth. If you did not believe the Word of
God, | could understand your conduct, but if youbetieve it, why do you not receive it practicaityo
your hearts? If you were awakened by a cry of aireJ you were sure that your own house was burning,
| should expect to see you hurrying from the flaineould understand you keeping to your bed if you
were persuaded that the cry was the mere idle mdibeys in the street, but if you believed it t® &
real alarm, | should be perplexed if | saw you s&gla little more sleep. If you were told that yload a
disease about you which would soon bring you ta yrave, and that a certain physician could work a
speedy cure, if you did not believe the reporthdidd expect that you would suffer in the patiente
despair, but if you did believe in the repute & hhysician, and in the cures which he had worked,
should not be able to understand you if you didgmto him, and seek relief. O sirs, how is it thai

are willing to continue in sin when Jesus is ablesave unto the uttermost? How strangely you act!
Alas! Human nature has become monstrous; it ig fiasts own instinct of self-preservation, andsant

a suicidal manner. Oh that you were wise! If Jdsls you the truth, why do you not believe Him? If
Jesus is Himself the truth, why do you not recéta? Why do you need persuading to a course so
proper, so reasonable?

Many need persuading, who intend soon to practice what they have believed, but the time has not
fully come. You have a resolve in your heart that before Igpog will turn to Christ, but the unhappy
thing is, that you have for many a day retained tbgolve, and it has grown moldy within your bosom
When we met you as a child you meant to love thel L@/hen we conversed with you as young men
and women you were very hopeful, and your paregitsttiat their prayers would soon be heard. You
seemed so thoughtful and impressible, and you el good intentions, that we all reckoned upon your
speedily being decided. You are much older now,ybutare not more advanced, still with you it is al
intentions and intentions. | wish there could deree fixed in your mind when it should be eithee%y
or “no.” “How long halt you between two opinionskHbw long shall Jesus be put off, and the world be
served? Some of you are not a whit more hopeful yloas were twenty years ago. Let me recall the ex-
pression; you are a deal more hopeless, for yolbaceming gospel-hardened. Appeals which once
pierced your hearts do not even wound you now. Ageirolls down a marble slab and leaves nothing
behind, so is it now with what you hear. The swofdhe Spirit is as sharp as ever, but your heast h
hardened like steel in the annealing. Oh, you #matforever resolving and resolving, and yet abide
where you are—you are the people whom at this timeuld persuade to decision!

Some have gone further still, for they aeenestly seeking salvation, but they have chosen a wrong
method of search, which can only end in disappointment. | would gladly persuade them to leave off
seeking the living among the dead. Salvation igroypediate trust in Jesus, but you want to feelaup t
certain degree of anguish, or you want to changesgives up to a certain point of excellence, in a
word, you want to save yourselves first, and theme to Jesus. You are trying to make the lantern
shine before a candle is put in it. You want toesgryour own nature, and then come to Christ foew n
heart; you are not content to come to Jesus asrsinAll will be done for you if you will but putopr
trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, but this you faitb. If | knew how to put the gospel more plaitiign |
do, God knows | would not be slack to do so, bt wéh all the plainness of our preaching, ourrees
still persist in going about after this and thapé®f their own, instead of at once accepting s@ady
Jesus Christ. Oh, that you were so persuaded ahthgs concerning Jesus, as to lay hold of them at
once! You need to be led to see that salvationl iBngshed, and that you have but to take it afse
gift. “Christ has died,” and in that expressiorslyour life. Believing in Jesus, you have eterifalthe
moment you believe. You need to be persuaded tepachis as the present truth, the most precious
truth you can ever hear. If you will receive itplpg will it be with you, but if you continue runrgrhere
and there after salvation, and neglecting the Uaslis, you shall perish in your sins. Why will you-
sue the will-o’-the-wisp, and shut your eyes to dagstar? Why will you follow the mirage, and leave
the lone well in the desert whose sweet watersfanédver remove your thirst? Oh, that you were thigh
persuaded at this very moment!

Volume 33 Tell someone today how much you love g&3rist. 3




4 Loving Persuasion Sermon #1970

One other class | should like to deal with this miog; | would gladly persuadéose who have tried
along time to do their best, and having never succeeded, are falling into a state of despair. Theirs is not
a painful despair; | wish it were so, but, alaskythave fallen into a lethargy, a paralysis of nfied
with regard to heavenly things. “It is no good,éyhsay, “I cannot get peace, | shall never finddpar
A child of God | cannot hope to be; | might as wetpect to be a peer of the realm!” Therefore thiey
down in sullen hopelessness. They mutter thatisftio be, and it will be, and it is of no use ogriThey
are rendered insensible by the frostbite of theirible idea of fate. Oh, that they had been warimgd
the sunlight of belief in a gracious predestindtigien die by insensibility as surely as by passidear
that some of you will never awake until in hell yloitt up your eyes. | have had you laid on my heart
and the thought of your danger presses me downthetalust at this time. | feel but little joy, evan
these jubilee times, when | think about those af wdho are so near to the kingdom, and yet areslien
from it. | must persuade you with all my heart tome to Jesus, for if you perish in the light, youl w
perish with a vengeance. If you go down to desiwactrom the borders of salvation, it will be seven
fold destruction. If you die with Jesus weepingmoyeu, as He did over Jerusalem, you will die horri
bly. If you sink down to hell with that word in yoears, “How often would | have gathered you, as a
hen gathers her chickens under her wings, and yaudanot!” your sinking will be like that of a mill
stone in the sea. If you perish under a gospelstminiit were better for you that you had neverrbee
born.

These are the people | long to persuade. O DivgiatSwork through me at this time, and let the
eternal purposes of love be fulfilled! O my brethie Christ, | entreat you, by the love of Jestsyes
together with me in your prayers for this blessing!

Il. Our second point shall be, LET US PERSUADE THEM1 Bte we right trying to persuade
men? Are not human hearts too hard to be brokesoldgeble a hammer as our persuasion? Yes, | most
solemnly believe they are, but that is not the joes“What is the use of persuading them, if ymow
that they will not be won by your persuasion in ahdtself?” Well, brethren, | feel safe in doinghat
Paul did. | will not stop to solve difficulties, bmerely say, Paul persuaded, and so will I. “Knayvi
therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade m&ah,” says one, “we may persuade awakened sin-
ners, but not dead sinners!” But | reply that Raersuaded these chief men of the Jews, some of whom
never believed in Jesus, for their hearts weresgrasd their eyes were blinded. Paul persuaded,them
though they were judicially blinded. He knew tha¢y were living men, and that they were possested o
reason, even though they had no grace, and sopealad to what remained in them, and he persuaded
them. Again | say, | will do what Paul did. Buthdw, as Paul also knew, that all the human persnasi
in the world will fall short of the mark withoutwine power. | never dreamed that my persuasionoias
the slightest avail without the Holy Spirit. If thdoly Spirit will cause the persuasion to reach itie
ward ear, then it will prevail, and not else, if M@l drive home the persuasion so that it toucties
heart which is encased in the fat of worldly pleasindifference, prejudice, and pride, then meh wi
yield, and men will be persuaded indeed. But théy I3pirit will do this! He has done it, He is doiiitg
He will do it, and therefore we persuade. Brothessy should we not expect the Holy Spirit to digpla
His power? We have sought it with fervent praydre preacher comes on this platform neither without
his own prayers, nor without your prayers, and sase persuaded that we shall have divine help.
Therefore, O sinners, “as though God did beseeahbyaus, we pray you in Christ’s stead, be you rec-
onciled to God”!

Once more, in the name of God, | return to the workvhich God has ordained me. | would per-
suade you concerning Jesilis.what shall | persuade you? My dear hearers, | would persuade some of
you to think of Christ, the Lord’s anointed; to think of Jesus, the Saviavould have you read about
Him, and study His person, work, and characternTarthe four evangelists, and see what He was, and
what He did. Read carefully and reverently the imesplife of Jesus. Faith often comes to men when
they are thinking about Christ. The cross not ahyms faith, but creates it. To sit and see the &o
God die on the cross is the way to get faith. Sofmgou, perhaps, have been sitting still, and gyio
believe. That is a very absurd thing to do, fothfas not a first effort of the mind, but it foll@wpon
other states. Know what is to be believed, and ydw are to believe it. Know who He is in whom you
are to put your trust, and why He deserves toumtdd. Shut yourselves up a bit, read the Biblefakr
ly, and then meditate, and meditate, and meditdiis. is the way in which faith grows in the souler
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as plants spring from seed sown and watered. Eaittes by hearing or reading—the hearing or reading
of the Word of God. “Incline your ear,” says therldGod, “and come unto Me: hear, and your soul
shall live.” May | not persuade you to think sesbuand often about the way of salvation by Jesus
Christ?

The next thing | would persuade you to idrigst in Him. Trust is the essence of saving faith. Faith
is not merely believing facts, but trusting to aso®. God has set forth Christ to be a propitiatmm
sin; He becomes to me my propitiation when | tidish. Can you not trust Jesus? Is He not worth trust
ing? Where else can you trust? The moment you tnusiim you are saved. You know that; why not
prove it true by personal faith? To trust is theamag of that text, “Look unto Me, and be you sag\edtl
you ends of the earth.” There is life in the glantérust. You are living men when you look to Gityi
or trust Him. “But,” you say, “I do not feel—.” Awawith your “buts”! What have | said about your
feelings? “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and sfeall be saved.” “He that believes on Him hag-eve
lasting life.” Salvation lies in the simple acttofisting in your Savior. Oh, that | could persugde to
trust!

And when you have trusted Him, | need to persuadecpncerning Jesus that you shoadw that
trust. The Lord puts it thus, “He that believes andagtized shall be saved.” Be baptized, therefore, in
obedience to His command. Come out boldly and ‘$am on the Lord’s side.” Do not attempt to go
sneaking to heaven along some back lane, comé¢hatking’s highway, take up your cross, and follow
Him. He that will not confess Him before men, Chwigll not confess before His Father who is in heav
en. What is there to be ashamed of in Jesus? i§Gkryour Savior, the very least thing you cansito
say, “I am His disciple,” and openly declare yolfrse His side. He puts it so—"He that with his hea
believes, and with his mouth makes confession of,Hihall be saved.” | would persuade you to an
open confession; may God the Holy Spirit lead yooree to the doing of it!

And if I were happy enough to persuade you solfauld persuade yoto obey Christ throughout
life. “Whatsoever He says to you, do it.” Seek to ladmbly, harmless, blameless life. Endeavor to avoid
all sin, endeavor to copy the Son of God throughautr whole course, making Him your model and
your Master, your leader and your Lord. Some of wdo have openly confessed Him still need to be
persuaded to a closer obedience. “Without holimessnan shall see the Lord.” The way of complete
obedience is the way of happiness, and many ptessiss the joy of their Lord—I am half afraid
they will miss His acceptance at the last, bec#lusg are not careful to walk in His ways, and toriy
His holy name by a holy life. | would persuade yban to think of Christ, to trust in Christ, to ¢ess
Christ, and to obey Christ.

What shall be my arguments? | can summon battalions of thenom Jesus Himself. He is the Son of
God; therefore, trust Him. He loves with a suprdowe; shall we not love Him who first loved us? He
died! Oh, by His agony and bloody sweat, by Hisssrand passion, | would persuade you to turn to
Him! Every drop of blood of the great Substituteery sigh and every cry of the Redeemer, is an-argu
ment with men that they should not neglect His &&dw, but should come and trust Him. He is risen,
and lives again; despise not the risen Savior; cantebow before Him who is proved to be the Son of
God with power by His resurrection from the dead. lths gone up into His glory. He sits at the right
hand of God, obey Him, then, for all power is givenHim in heaven and in earth. He will shortly
come, and you and | (in how short a time!) will baw stand before His judgment seat. Believe not
those who would bid you trifle with a future staémd think little of the judgment to come. O menl an
women, a short time will swallow us all up in theage, and we shall pass into another world, ifelitt
more than the twinkling of an eye we shall heat thst trumpet heralding the Judge! Then shall we
hear the summons, “Come to judgment! Come to judgi@me away!” Then | shall have to give an
account of this morning’s sermon. What a weightdwe to preach to all of you, and to have your thloo
laid at my door if | preach not faithfully to yo@® God Most Merciful, grant to all of us that knogin
Christ will come, and come to judgment, we maytlag fact to heart, and be persuaded to put ost tru
in Him, who will otherwise pronounce upon us thateace of eternal perdition!

| may summon another battalion of arguménsn your own state and need. O sirs, you that are un-
converted are yet in your sins, encrusted withgye@igathered foulness! Your sins hang about yau no
like the white scales of leprosy; they are on ybrows, and in your hearts. There is but one that ca
cleanse these defilements; it is Jesus. Why dapodly to Him? Moreover, remember the sinfulnets o
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your nature. You will go on to sin, your heart icditful above all things and desperately wickeml y
will not cease from sinning. Jesus alone can goie & new heart and a right spirit. He is the ongsph
cian able to cure your fatal disease. Will you ergtto Him, “Jesus, Emmanuel, heal me with a to@ch”
Will you refuse to be made whole? | pray you do smt

Even now you are conscious of a wearisome rest#sssiyou are not happy, you have forebodings
of an awful future. You know you are not at pedéemm all the gay and gallant sights you have seen
this week you have turned away sick at heart, y@edrsomething better, and more substantial. Be as-
sured there is no rest for you but in Christ, Hgsda you, “Come unto Me, all you that labor and ar
heavy laden, and | will give you rest.” Turn notaawfrom the one and only rest of your souls, big th
day accept Him, take His yoke upon you, and led&ndim, and you shall find rest unto your souls. As
you love your souls, as you desire happiness lasrgpu desire blessedness hereafter, | beseecto you
lay hold on eternal life in Jesus.

If I wanted more arguments there are many quafters which they would come at my bidding. |
would try to find themin your hopes and fears. | do not know to whom | may be speaking now, by,
friend; there is a glorious future before you ifrGhbecomes yours. Burdened sinner, there is aepea
which passes all understanding if you will lookJasus! O distracted, tempest-tossed soul, therdas
ven of rest for you if you steer to Christ! | wolgthdly persuade you now to come to Him whoseigift
heaven below and then heaven above. | myself hieade Him. Blessed was the day in which | fell into
His arms. O happy hour in which | looked to Him avak lightened! Truly, my face is not ashamed, nor
is my tongue ashamed of my Lord, nor is my undaeditey ashamed to believe His gospel, though all
men should cast doubt upon it. | have no other humgker heaven, no other joy in heaven, but my Savio
and His infallible word. If you knew the comfort weh my soul finds in Jesus you could not desire a
better. O you young people, | would especially ®ayou—come early to Jesus, for they that seek Him
early shall find Him with supreme delight! You wdbme to die soon; here is the antidote of dedtle. T
strongest and youngest will one day have to goaingsand gather up his feet in the bed. Oh, what a
comfort and joy it gives you in that hour to hale presence of your Lord! After death, comes the fo
ever and ever. What bliss to be “forever with treed”! That endless fellowship with Jesus means an
immeasurable weight of glory. Surely these argusienght to prevail with you. They will, if your rea
son is made reasonable.

How ought | to plead with you when | have told you these arguments? | oughteadpwith you in a
manner far superior to that which | have yet redclAdas! | cannot persuade you as | would. | thim
preacher should feel a burning desire for his heam®nversion, and even an intense anguish oft hear
for the immediate salvation of those to whom heakpeTo this | have attained; I long for your séiwa
most vehemently. | would say anything, and sayythaw, if | could but win you to immediate faith in
the Lord Jesus. The desire is so strong upon ntestimuld | not succeed on this occasion, | will try
again, and if, unhappily, | should fail again, liveontinue at the work as long as you live ananl @able
to reach you. O my hearers, | cannot endure thatshould die in your sins! | will go before Godse-
cret, and lay your case before Him, and beg Himterpose. We cannot let you be damned, my hearers.
It is too dreadful. We cannot stand by and seelgsu If you are so insane as to refuse the Sathose
who have sober judgments will still continue toypfar you, and to weep in secret places because of
your sins. If we cannot prevail with you for Gode will endeavor to prevail with God for you. | waul
have every person in this place act reasonablgteaysly, truthfully, honestly to his own soul, ahtde
does so, he will be persuaded this day to believd®sus Christ the Son of God, and cast himsélisat
pierced feet.

lIl. Now | have to speak a few words upon another stibjeth the same objective. It is this—LET
US LAMENT THE FACT THAT OUR PERSUASIONS FAIL IN CERAIN CASES. Paul found it so,
and where this chief of apostles was baffled, caonder if | fail? The sower went forth to sow, \mas
a model sower, the Master put him in His parabla @sttern, he could not have sown better seed, nor
have sown it better, and yet some of his seedbfekbtony places, some fell by the wayside, andcayet
third fell among thorns. Only one portion of wha $owed appears to have fallen upon good soil. Let
me speak to those of you who will, | fear, be ailures. | grieve to think there should be any suicis
a sad business the present for a man to be living without Christ. We pity atjgoverty, but this is
worse than the worst poverty. We are sorry forftlendless, but none are as forlorn as those whe ha
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not Jesus for a friend. No ignorance is as teridslégnorance of the Savior; no blindness as dabpler
as blindness towards the Lord Jesus. To live witl@hrist is not life, but a breathing death. Yoe ar
the heyday of your youth, perhaps, and think tloat gre enjoying pleasure, but indeed it is not wort
the name. You are eating husks and missing theeleerdour mirth is as the crackling of thorns under
pot, it flares, and blazes up, but there is no hedf it dies down in a moment, and leaves najht a
few ashes. If | had to die like a dog | should stikh to live the life of a Christian. Faith is @ for this
life. There is more solid joy in five minutes’ feship with Christ than in a thousand years of liage
in the palaces of kings. You are a loser in a tandsvays by remaining an hour without Christ. lais
wretched business to be God’s enemy, to miss fdstant, and to be a stranger to the Holy Spirit.

It is a wretched business to be now neglectinggtleat salvation, but this is not all, your present
hardness of heart reveals a good deal gsuopast life. If you will not be persuaded of the things con-
cerning Jesus, it shows that your heart and comseibave been injured by years of willful resiseata
the power of truth. You have been stopping up yaus, and that is why you are so deaf. You have bee
sealing up your eyes, or you would not be so wttelihd. You have been hardening your heart against
gracious appeals, or else you would not now be neddech hardened steel. Remember those years of
broken Sabbaths, and see what they have done dothy@y have blinded and hardened you. Remember
the neglected house of God, and see how calloushgwa now become. Think of the times in which
you have heard the gospel, and refused its tendamimgs, instructions, and invitations, and seetwha
has come of those refusals. You are now well-mgemsible. Oh, that black, black past!

We are also fearful about you, because your pabipaesent foretelh future of continued and in-
creasing blindness, deafness, and insensibilfgard for some of you that you have been judicibbyd-
ened by the withdrawal of the Holy Spirit, that yane also hardened by the terrible influence oaigat
and that you have also allowed the suicidal infageaf self-will to sear your conscience, as withoa
iron. You are such a trifler that it is hard to geserious thought into your mind; you are so éciat
none of our hopes concerning you are ever realiyaadare so superficial that it is difficult to neakny
deep impression upon you. You crush beneath yairthe eggs of better things; you stifle the good
thoughts which sometimes are born within you. Helgtichings fall upon your mind as sparks which
drop into a pool of water. You have almost comea toondition of mind in which you are like a man
covered with armor, from which the sharpest arrglasice off. O God, let it not be quite so, we bekee
You, with anyone here!

This is all the sadder because it suggests sustetréous sin, and such overwhelming punishment. |
cannot tell you what must be the doom of Sodom@aoihorrah, neither can you yourselves conceive its
full horror. They gave themselves up unto unmeiatiode lusts, until at last God was so provoked that
He would bear it no longer, and He resolved tordggte filthy ones, and the place which they hall p
luted. He pulled up the sluices of His wrath, aathracts of fire poured down from heaven upon the
unclean ones. Heaven sent down fire and brimstestead of silver showers. Then were the sinners
burned up all of a sudden, and not a wreck, ehéne Sodomites or of their city, was left. Thiasvan
unparalleled instance of divine justice, for th&im had broken all bounds. What their doom willive
the day of judgement | leave you to imagine, butember these words and weigh them well—"It shall
be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the afgudgment than for you.” Dear boy that you
were upon your mother’s knee, fair girl that yourava the Sunday school class, speaking so hogefull
in your younger days, you will have to give an agddor the delays which are ruining you. Hearer as
you were, and as you are this morning, listenirgpeetfully to God’'s ambassador—if you refuse the
monitions of infinite love, what must become of Yolihose were not my lips, remember, which first
spoke those dagger-like words; they fell from ipe bf the Prince of love who died for men. It isriSt
Himself who said to those who heard His word and Biss mighty works, and yet refused to repent,
“Woe unto you, it shall be more tolerable for Sodand Gomorrah than for you.”

Yes, | have endeavored to persuade you, and ifst tabor in vain, | shall turn away with great re-
luctance, mourning that | may not be allowed tal#essing to you. | quit you with lingering fo@pt
and bow regretfully before the Lord, crying, “Whashbelieved my report; and to whom is the arm of
the Lord revealed?” Why will you die? Why will yoush upon such a destruction? Oh, that you were
wise!
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I\V. But now, to change my strain that we may not finiplon so sad a note, LET ME PERSEVERE
IN PERSUADING OTHERS. Notice that the apostle was mndered in his work by sorrowing over
those who rejected his persuasion, but he turnethiers of whom he had better hope. Having spoken a
solemn parting word, he said, “Be it known, therefainto you, that the salvation of God is senbunt
the Gentiles, and that they will hear it.” To th&entiles for two years Paul continued “preachimg t
kingdom of God, and teaching those things whichceam the Lord Jesus Christ.” He kept to his work,
but he changed his audience. We also will preaehgtispel to those who have not enjoyed Christian
privileges. We preach Jesus to you who were nat bbgodly parents, nor brought up under Christian
care. We preach free grace and dying love to yoo ktherto have not attended the house of Prayer,
nor cared to hear the word of everlasting lifethé moral refuse mercy, we declare it to the immora
The Jews had been religious in profession, buhag tefused Christ, our apostle preached Him to the
Gentile population in Rome, which in Paul’'s day wasse than London, if worse can be. Rome was an
infamous den of every, villainy beneath the sky, Baul without hesitation preached Christ to adl th
Romans that he could reach; to soldiers, and tes)ao Caesar’s household, and to runaways. He be-
lieved in the adaptation of the gospel to the ndegiraded. With no weapon but the cross, he attagked
city sunk in idolatry and vice. So we also, whepulsed by you who think yourselves exceedingly re-
spectable, turn with hope to those who have beenkdr swearers, thieves, harlots, and the liketh€o
chief of sinners we present the great salvationydw is the word of this salvation sent. “Whosoever
will let him take of the water of life freely.” “Gist Jesus came into the world to save sinnerslil' “A
manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven omto.”

You far-off ones that dwell out of the reach of t@mmon means of grace, the arm of mercy is
stretched out to you. You who are not a peoplel ffmmade a people, and she that was not beloved
shall be called the beloved of the Lord. Paul sdithe Gentiles, “They will hear it,” and we havest
same confidence concerning many great transgreddbienk God that those who never heard the gos-
pel before have heard it in this great house, awe Iso heard it that they have at once yieldetstda-
mands, and accepted its provisions. Many who haem lvithout hope, and without God, and without
fear of eternal things, have heard the doctriné&exd, rich, sovereign mercy, and have turned atonc
from their sins, and laid hold upon the hope sé&trieethem.

Oh that more would come! They will come, “They wikar it.” The divine purpose is that the Lord
will provoke the outwardly religious by saving tieowho make no pretense of godliness. Because you
were invited to the feast, and would not come,dftge the master of the house, being angry, isaues
wider invitation, and gives the grand command, ‘@ into the highways and hedges, and as many as
you find compel them to come in.” ybu will not have salvation, others will. Christ shatit be disap-
pointed, He shall not die in vain; His Spirit shadit strive without success. “A seed shall serven Hi
Jesus shall have a people saved by His preciousl blohope that many such are brought here this
morning on purpose to be blessed. | hope theylealp forward to catch at the gracious message. Oh
that some of them would cry out, “I believe, | trulsrest in Jesus!” If it is so, go your way, Gbds
saved you. If you believe that Jesus is the Chyai, are born of God. You have been worldly, sinful
abundantly wicked, yet, if you will have Christ nolsave Him, and welcome. If you are now drawn to-
wards Him, come at once and linger not. “For thepare says, Whosoever believes on Him shall not
be ashamed.” May His sweet love persuade you ithihgs concerning Jesus! Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ACTS 28.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—450, 433, 385.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Caollection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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