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“For | know the thoughts that I think toward you, &ys the Lord,
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give youexpected end.”
Jeremiah 29:11.

| HAVE already explained to you, while expoundimg ttwenty-fourth and twenty-ninth chapters of
this prophet that these words were written by Jeakenm a letter to the captives in Babylon. A colest
able part of the people of Israel was carried albaNebuchadnezzar into a far country. They were ex-
horted by the prophet to build houses, form farsjli@nd to abide peaceably there till the Lord sthoul
lead them back at the end of seventy years. Btltaattime there was a general uneasy feeling among
the Jews and other subjected nations, who did egitquietly under the iron yoke of Babylon. They
were plotting and planning continual rebellionsd aertain false prophets in Babylon worked with
them, stirring up the spirit of revolt among thdlex Jeremiah, on the other hand, assured theim tha
they had been sent of God into the land of the d&dzals for good, bade them seek the peace of the cit
wherein they now dwelt, and promised them thatue time the Lord would again plant them in their
own land.

A people in such a position as the Jews in Babwtere in danger in two ways; either to be buoyed
up with false hopes, and so to fall into foolistpegtations, or to fall into despair, and have npehat
all, and so become a sullen and degraded raceywshln be unfit for restoration, and unable to pllag
part which God ordained for them in the historyr@nkind. The prophet had the double duty of putting
down their false hopes, and sustaining their rigkpectations. He, therefore, plainly warned them
against expecting more than God had promised anawa&kened them to look for the fulfillment of
what He had promised. Read the tenth verse, arathat pleasant expression, “and perform My good
word unto you.” At the present time the church hasd of both admonitions. Expectations which are
not warranted are being raised in many quartei$aaé leading to serious delusions. We hear men cry
ing, “Lo here!” and “Lo there!” This wonder and thaarvel are cried up. It would seem that the dge o
miracles has returned to certain hot heads. Takieeed of all this. Go not beyond the record. On the
other hand, we need to be urged to believe our lropticitly, and to hold on to His word with a strg,
hearty, realizing faith, being assured that whited@vill notdo what we propose to Him, yet He will do
what He has promised. False prophets will be tethe lurch, but the word of the Lord will stand.

This morning my desire shall be to comfort any ofdG people who are in a state of perplexity, and
thus are carried away captive. | would assure tbéitme Lord’s kindness to them, and urge them to
trust and not be afraid. God’s thoughts towardathee good, though their trials may be grievous.

The text puts me upon two tracks. First, letcaasider the Lord’s thoughts towards His people
know the thoughts that I think toward you, saysltbed, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to groe
an expected end.” Secondly, let csnsider the believer's proper attitude towards hwrd. What
should we think of our gracious God who thus ursveiis heart to us?

|. First, then, dear friends, CONSIDER THE LORD’S THGHTS TOWARDS HIS PEOPLE.

It is noteworthy, first of all, thatle does think of them, and towards th&serve that this Scrip-
ture says not, “I know the thoughts thahdve thoughtoward you.” That would be a happy remem-
brance, for the thoughts of God concerning His feeape more ancient than the everlasting hills.r&he
never was a time when God did not think upon Hppe for good. He says, “I have loved you with an
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everlasting love, therefore with loving-kindnesvda drawn you.” But the point here brought forward
is, thatHe still thinks of themlt would be possible for you to have thought aytlan of kindness to-
wards a friend, and you might have so arrangduhit it would henceforth be a natural fountain obd@o

to him without your thinking any more about it, lhloat is not after the method of God. His eyesldisd
hands are towards His people continually. It ie e did so think of us that He has arranged elienyt
about us, and provided for every need, and agawety danger, but yet He has not ceased to think of
us. His infinite mind, whose thoughts are as higbve our thoughts as the heavens are above the eart
continues to exercise itself about us. “I am poa aeedy,” says David, “yet the Lord thinks upon’me
We love to be thought of by our friends; indeedyutiht enters into the essence of love. Delight your
selves this morning, O you who believe your Godhia heavenly fact, that the Lord thinks upon wbu
this moment. “The Lord has been mindful of us,” &helis still mindful of us.

The Lord not only thinkef you, buttowardsyou. His thoughts are all drifting your way. Thssthe
way the south wind of His thoughts of peace is mgyit is towards you. The Lord never forgets His
own, for He has engraved them upon the palms ofdigls. Never at any moment does Jehovah turn
His thoughts from His beloved, even though He hasathole universe to rule. He says of His churth, “
the Lord do keep it; | will water it every mometdst any hurt it, | will keep it night and day.”

This truth, although it is easily spoken, is n@ddy comprehended in the fullness of its joy, =it
always believed as it should be. These peopleptiviey were likely to fear that their God had fartten
them; hence the Lord repeats His words in thisepland speaks of thoughts and thinking three times.
His words are so repeated as to seem almost redi)rmid of a desire to make His people feel abselut
ly sure that not only did He act towards them, thatt He still thought towards them. To the banished
this would be a grand consolation. The Lord thounfhthem when they walked the strange streets of
“the golden city,” and heard a language which theglerstood not. He thought of them when they were
buffeted as aliens by those who marched in thedastuoomp, and danced in cruel derision to thedoun
of their viols. The Lord thought of His exiles whéreir sole solace was solitude by the brink of the
Babylonian canals, where among the willows theyeneimered Zion.

All that the Lord was doing towards them was ddmughtfully. His thoughts of peace, and not of
evil, towards them, had suggested their captivitg the continuance of it for seventy years. If afy
you are in trouble and sorrow today, do not dobht this is sent you according to the thoughtfut pu
pose of the Lord. It is in this fixed intent anatightfulness that the real character of an actes A
person may happen to do you a good turn, but ifgreusure that he did it by accident, or with naeno
thought than that wherewith a passing strangemibi@ penny to a beggar, you are not impressed with
gratitude. But when the action of your friend ie tlesult of earnest deliberation, and you seehbaicts
in the tenderest regard to your welfare, you arerfare thankful; traces of anxiety to do you gooe a
very pleasant. Have | not heard persons say, “# seakind and so thoughtful of him!” Do you not no-
tice that men value kindly thought, and set gréatesby tender consideration! Remember, then, that
there is never a thoughtless action on the pa@axf. His mind goes with His hand; His heart is is H
acts. He thinks so much of His people, that thg Ysairs of their heads are all numbered, He thimits
only of the great thing, but of the little thingsiwh are incidental to the great thing, as theshare to
the head. Every affliction is timed and measured, @ery comfort is sent with a loving thoughtfidae
which makes it precious in a sevenfold degree. i@\, the great thoughtfulness of the divine mimd
exercised towards you, the chosen of the Lord. Neas anything happened to you as the result of a
remorseless fate, but all your circumstances haea lordered in wisdom by a living, thoughtful, loyi
Lord.

Brethren, if | said no more you might go on yourywajoicing. Remember that the infinite God has
thoughts of peace towards you, and your own thaugiit be thoughts of peace all the day.

To go a step further, let us next note tin&t thoughts of God are only perfectly known to $éitin It
would be a mere truism for God to say, “I know theughts that I think toward you.” Even a man usu-
ally knows his own thoughts, but the meaning is;tiwhenyou do not know the thoughts that | have
towards you, yet know them. Brethren, when we cannot know the thtaigf the Lord because they
are too high for our conception, or too deep far understanding, yet the Lord knows them. Our heav-
enly Father knows what He is doing, when His waysgards us appear to be involved and complicated,
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and we cannot disentangle the threads of the sietrthe Lord sees all things clearly, and knowes th
thoughts that He thinks towards us. He never misbgsvay, nor becomes embarrassed. We dare not
profess to understand the ways of God to man; éineypast finding out. Providence is a great desp. |
breadth exceeds the range of our vision, and ihdeaffles our profoundest thought. “Your way, O
Lord is in the sea, and Your path in the great vgatend Your footsteps are not known.” When we are
overwhelmed with wonder at what we see, we are heanlsy the reminder, “Lo, these are parts of His
ways; but how little a portion is heard of Him!” fly the things of God, knows no man, but the $piri
of God.” God alone understands Himself and His ¢findst We stand by a powerful machine, and we see
the wheels moving this way and that, but we douraterstand its working. What does it matter? He,
who made the engine and controls it, perfectly wstdeds it, and this is practically the main congcer
for it does not matter whethere understand the engine or not, it will work its pasp if he who has the
control of it is at home with all its bands and wlse Despite our ignorance, nothing can go wrongewh
the Lord in infinite knowledge rules over all. Thieild playing on the deck does not understandrire t
mendous engine whose beat is the throbbing hedineddtately Atlantic liner, and yet all is safer the
engineer, the captain and the pilot are in theacgs, and well know what is being done. Let not the
child trouble itself about things too great for licave you the discovery of doubtful causes to Him
whose understanding is infinite, and as for yodrde you still, and know that Jehovah is God. Unbe
lief misinterprets the ways of God; hasty judgmentps at wrong conclusions about them, but the Lord
knows His own thoughts. We are doubtful where wghttio be sure, and we are sure where we have no
ground for certainty, thus we are always in thengroHow should it be otherwise with us, since vain
man would be wise, and yet he is born like a wig'aacolt? We are hard to tame and to teach, biaras
the Lord, “His way is perfect."—

“His thoughts are high, His love is wise,

His wounds a cure intend;

And though He does not always smile,

He loves unto the end.”

Let us go a step further stilhe Lord would have us know that His thoughts toles are settled
and definite This is part of the intent of the words, “I kndke thoughts that | think toward you, says
the Lord.” Sometimes a man may hardly know his aloughts, because he has scarcely made up his
mind. There are several subjects now upon the @uhid, concerning which it is wise to say little o
nothing, because it is not easy to decide aboumthéon a certain matter one asks you this question
and another asks you another question, and itssilple that you have so carefully weighed and meas-
ured the arguments bofito andcon that you cannot come to a conclusion either wayurvthoughts
differ from day to day, and therefore you do not keow them. You need not be ashamed of this; it
shows that you have a just sense of your own irepekinowledge. A fool soon makes up his mind, be-
cause there is so very little of it, but a wise maaits and considers. The case is far otherwisle thig
only wise God. The Lord is not a man that He sha@dd to hesitate, His infinite mind is made ug an
He knows His thoughts. With the Lord there is neituestion nor debate, “He is in one mind, ancenon
can turn Him.” His purpose is settled, and He aéh¢o it. He is resolved to reward them that dilige
seek Him, and to honor those that trust in HimidHdeesolved to remember His covenant forever, and t
keep His promises to those who believe Him. Hisug is that the people whom He has formed for
Himself shall show forth His praise. The Lord knatwem that are His; He knows whom He gave to His
Son, and He knows that these shall be His jewets/éw and ever. Beloved, when you do not know your
own mind, God knowdHis mind. Though you believe not, He abides faithfuhew you are in the
gloom, He is light, and in Him is no darkness &t¥aur way may be closed, but His way is open. God
knows all when you know nothing at all. When Mosesne out of Egypt, he had no plan as to the
march of Israel. He knew that he had to lead thielrem of Israel to the promised land, but that \atis
He probably hoped to take them by the shortestocBalestine at once. Their journey was far othsgwi
but it was all prearranged by the divine mind. &swby no error that the tribes were told to turd an-
camp before Pihahiroth, between Migdol and the Eka.Lord knew that Pharaoh would say, “They are
entangled in the land, the wilderness has shut thérthere was no going back, for the Egyptianseve
there, and no going forward, for the Red Sea waieftbut the Lord had the way mapped out in His own
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mind. He was not taken by surprise when the enexiay 4 will pursue, | will overtake, | will dividehe
spoil,” since for this purpose had He raised PHargm that He might show forth His power in himeTh
passage of the Red Sea was no hurried expedidmayale knew what He would do. When our blessed
Lord was surrounded by the hungry crowd, He askisddisciples, “How many loaves have you?” But
“Jesus knew what He would do.” He had His thougatg] He knew them! “Known unto God are all
His works from the beginning of the world.” “Man§, Lord my God, are Your wonderful works which
You have done, and Your thoughts which are towatti Yiou have said, “My counsel shall stand, and |
will do all My pleasure,” and it is even so. Brothgou do not know what is to be done, but the Lord
knows for you. O, body of Christ, let your headcthfor you! O, servant of Christ, let your Mastbink

for you. “I know,” says God “the thoughts that irtk toward you.”

Now we have advanced some distance into the meaniogr text, and we are prepared to go a step
further, namely, thaGod’s thoughts toward His people are always thosgiftpeaceHe is at peace
with them through the atoning blood of Jesus ChHstregards them in Christ with perfect satistatti
The Spirit of God speaks peace to their troubleadscence, and works in them the spirit of adoption
and desires after holiness; thus the holy God lis tdbcommune with them, and have thoughts of peace
toward them. The Lord delights in them, He seelks theace, He creates their peace, He sustains thei
peace, and thus all His thoughts toward them aaeeeNote well the negative, which is expressly in-
serted. It is very sweet to my own heart. It miglave appeared enough to say, “My thoughts are
thoughts of peace.” Yes, it would be quite sufintieshen all things are bright with us, but thosedgo
“and not of evil,” are admirably adapted to keeptbé goblins of the night, the vampires of suspici
which fly in the darkness. When under affliction aee sorely depressed, and when conscience per-
ceives that there are reasons why the Lord shatead with us, then the enemy whispers, “The Lord
has evil thoughts toward you, and will cast youfofever.” No, beloved, His thoughts aret of evil
Though the Lord hates your sin, He does not hate Jbough He is the enemy of your follies, He is
your own firm friend; yes, He is all the truer figt, because He fights against your faults.

He would have you pure and holy; therefore doedatbe you in the rivers, and baptize you in the
fires. Not in anger does He afflict you, but in isar covenant love. The hardest blow that He lengr
upon His child was inflicted by the hand of loveouymay rise from your bed in the morning to be ehas
tised, and before you fall asleep in the night yoay smart under the rod, and yet be none the bess,
all the more, the favorite of heaven; therefordowed, lay hold upon the negative, “not of evil.b
has no evil thought towards His chosen; He hasesirelto grieve us, but to save us.

There shall not a hair of your head perish, buttlyat head may ache with weariness. It is for good,
and only for good, that God thinks of us, and death us. Oh, that we could settle this in our tear
and have done with dark forebodings! Though youy weay now lie through dark ravines where the
crags rise so steep above you as to shut outghiedf day, yet press onward, for the way is safdlow
the Lord, for where the road is rough, you willless likely to slip than in more smooth and sligper
places. If the way is steep, you will the sooneead on high, or if your way inclines downward, you
will the sooner feel the needful humiliation, ahé imore readily cease from yourself, and cast whiurs
upon your Lord. Though | am not yet so old and gregded as many here present, yet one thing |
know, that God has done unto me good, and not @&Vithe days of my life, and | bear my public wit-
ness at this hour, that in very faithfulness He &ffiscted me, and not one good thing has faileclof
that He has promised me!

No, His thoughts are “not of evil.” The next tinteetdevil comes to you with a dark insinuation, tell
him that the Lord’s thoughts are “not of evil.” D& him away with that. When he hisses his foul sug-
gestions, say, “Not of evil,” God cannot have ail #hought towards His own elect. He that gave His
own Son to die for us cannot think anything butdjtmwvards us!

Once more, and then we shall have fully compadsisdiéxt. The Lord’s thoughts are all working
towards “an expected end(r, as the Revised Version has it, “to give youenhap your latter end.”
Some read it, “a future and a hope.” The renderargsinstructive. God is working with a motive. All
things are working together for one objective, gloed of those who love God. We see only the begin-
ning; God saw the end from the beginning. We sihelalphabet out, Alpha, Beta, Gamma, but God
reads all, from Alpha to Omega, at once. He knoves\eletter of the Book of Providence; He sees not

4 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 33




Sermon #1965 God’s Thoughts of Peace, and Our Eeghé&md 5

only what He is doing, but what will come of wha¢ k$ doing. As to our present pain and grief, God
saw not these things exclusively, but He saw tharéujoy and usefulness which will come of them. He
regards not only the tearing up of the soil witk fflow, but the clothing of that soil with the gefd
harvest. He sees the consequences of afflictiosh,Henaccounts those painful incidents to be blessed
which lead up to so much of happiness. Let us cdnaforselves with this. God meant in Babylon to
prepare a people that should know Him, of whom biglct say, “I will be their God, and they shall be
My people.” At the end of seventy years, He woulthdp these people back to Jerusalem like a new
race, who, whatever their faults might be, wouldeareagain fall into idolatry. He knew what He was
driving at in their captivity, and in our case thard is equally clear as to His purpose. We domot
selves know, for “it does not yet appear what wedldte.” You have never seen the Great Artist's-mas
terpiece, you have seen the rough marble, you hearked the chippings that fall on the ground, you
have felt the edge of His chisel, you know the Weif His hammer, and you are full of the memory of
these things, but oh, could you see that gloriouegee as it will be when He has put the finishirglst

to it, you would then understand the chisel, arditammer, and the Worker better than you now do! O
brethren, we would not know ourselves if we cowdd surselves as we are to be when the Lord’s pur-
pose is accomplished upon us! We know that we $lealike Him when we shall see Him as He is, but
what is He like “as He is™? What is that glory bktLord which is to be ours? We can picture Him in
His humiliation, but what is He like in His glory?®e is the first-born and we are to be conformed to
Him. God is working, working, working always to thend, and so all His thoughts tend towards this
expected end.

Here | pause to make a practical application. | l@yddressing some person here who is in great
distress under conviction of sin. You despair beeahe Lord is bringing your sin to remembrance, bu
indeed, there is no cause; the Lord is sendingirymucaptivity for a purpose. You are being shutoyp
the law that you may be set at liberty by Christ;iyare being stripped in order that you may beheladt
and you are being emptied that you may be fillédou could see the end from the beginning, you
would rejoice that you are made to know the burafesin, for so shall you be driven to the crosfird
rest from your load. This sorrow shall be the destiiour pride and self-righteousness. By this ey
Lord is working out for you “a future and a hop&vhen clean divorced from self, you shall be wedded
to Jesus, and dowried with His salvation.

| am also probably addressing many a child of Gbd v& vexed in daily conflict with his inward
corruption. Alas! We find the old man yet alive Wit us. The old nature in the Christian is no lrette
than the old man in the sinner; it is the samealamnd which is enmity against God, and is nobrec
ciled, neither indeed can be. The new nature Haard struggle to hold its own against this embodied
death. We are, as it were, chained to a rottingasa;, and we cry, “O wretched man that | am! Who
shall deliver me?” Now, do not despair becausenisf éxperience. It is better to mourn over imperfec
tion than to be puffed up with the idle notion ttiaére is no sin in you to be watched and conquered
Certain of the children of Israel remained with gkidh at Jerusalem, and boasted of their position,
they were none the better for their pretensionss Mave been carried away into captivity, and yau ar
sighing and crying because of indwelling sin, th& Lord’s thoughts towards you are thoughts of peac
and not of evil, and He will “give you an expectal.” You will come to true holiness by this painfu
process, and so shall you glorify God.

| may also be addressing some child of God in demp trouble. Everything goes wrong with you,
at home, in business, and perhaps in the churchviexy well, you will never have to raise that ques
tion, “How is it that | am not chastened?” Thatlwiéver trouble you. Chastening for the presemiois
joyous; nevertheless afterward it yields the pelalestuit of righteousness in them which are exsadi
thereby. Therefore gladly endure it. God’s thougtstowards you, for He is refining you; believsoa
that His thoughts are peaceable, and that He degmur highest good.

So far have | tried to justify the ways of God t@m May His own Spirit make you feel that the
thoughts of the Lord are peace!

Il. In the second part of my discourse | would ask wp@CONSIDER THE PROPER ATTITUDE
OF GOD’S PEOPLE TOWARDS THEIR LORD.

Volume 33 Tell someone today how much you love d&hrist. 5




6 God’s Thoughts of Peace, and Our Expected End m@e#1965

You will all agree with me when | say thatir attitude should be that stibmissionlf God, in all
that He does towards us, is acting with an objectimd that objective a loving one, then let Him do
what seems good to Him. Henceforth let us haveuasrgl with the God of Providence, but let us say,
“Your will be done.” Who would not yield to that with works his health, his wealth, his boundless
happiness? “My son, despise not you the chastefitite Lord, or faint when you are rebuked by Him:
for whom the Lord loves, He chastens, and scowggesy son whom He receives.”

Next, let our position be one gfeat hopefulnesseeing the end of God, in all He does, is to giwe
“a future and a hope.” We are not driven into groyvidarkness, but led into increasing light. There i
always something to be hoped for in the Christidifés Let us not look towards the future nor rear
the present with any kind of dread. There is n@tior us to dread—

“If sin is pardoned, I'm secure;

Death has no sting beside;

The law gave sin its damning power,

But Christ, my ransom, died.”
The death of Christ is the death of evil to thdctbi God. Let us trust and not be afraid. Let o$ lme
content with sullenly making up our minds to stbieadurance. We must not only bear the will of the
Lord, but rejoice in it. It is a blessed thing wh&a come to rejoice in tribulations, and to glamyinfir-
mities. It is fine music when we can sing, “Swef#itaion.”

“Hard work,” says one. Yes, but it is worth the nmifor it secures perfect peace. If your will is
brought to your circumstances, and if, better,sgdlur will is brought to delight in God’s will, &m the
fangs of the serpent are extracted. The sorrowmakexl out of the sorrow by the lips of acquiescence
When you can say, “Not my will, but Yours be donggu shall have your will. There is always some-
thing “better on before” for those who believe @sus. Be you sure of that—

“You fearful saints, fresh courage take,

The clouds you so much dread

Are big with mercy, and shall break

With blessings on your head.”
Welcome clouds, if showers of mercy are to com#ei. God forbid we should always have sunshine,
for that would mean drought. Let the clouds contlefy bring a blessed rain.

Our relation to God should, next, be onecohtinual expectancygspecially expectancy of the ful-
fillment of His promises. | call your attention agdo the tenth verse, “I will perform My good word
toward you.” | do so love that expression, we nhaste it for a text one of these days, “I will penfo
My good word toward you.” His promises are good dgprgood indeed, and sweetly refreshing. When
your hearts are faint then is the promise emphétigmod Expect the Lord to be as good as His good
Word.

Brethren, do not heap up to yourselves sorrowpagego in these days, by expecting that which the
Lord has not promised. | earnestly warn you agaimste who have been led by a fevered imagination
to expect, first, perfection in the flesh, and thpamfection of the flesh, and then an actual imadiyt
for the flesh. God will fulfill His promise, but Heill not fulfill your misreading of it. | should et won-
der if there should arise a race of people who bélleve that they can live without eating, becatse
said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but bgmwword that proceeds out of the mouth of Godlshal
man live.” If healed without medicine, why not fedthout food? What absolute need of any visible
means when God can work without them? Those whk tihineedful to lay aside all outward means in
order to a true faith in God are on the way to abgurdity. Truly, if God had bidden me live without
eating, | would fast at His command, and expedivey but as He has not done so, | shall not presum
Faith that is not warranted by the word of Godas faith, but folly, and folly is not the faith @od’s
elect. The Lord will perform His own word, but Hellwot perform the delirious declarations of mad-
men. If it needs a million miracles to fulfill Gapromises they shall be forthcoming, but we are no
anxious for miracles, because our larger faithevels that the Lord can overrule the ordinary wdys o
providence to perform His good word, and bringheséxpected end.

Again, beloved, our position towards God shouladbe ofhappy hope as to blessed ends being an-
swered even nawn the twenty-fourth chapter we observe one ef ¢éihnds of the Lord’s sending His
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people into exile. | noticed in the fifth versettize Lord said, “So will I acknowledge them thes aar-

ried away captive of Judah.” Their sorrow wouldhigrabouthe Lord’s acknowledgment of thefrhus

do we, brethren, bear in our body the marks ofLibvel Jesus. Affliction is the seal of the Lord'sel
tion. | remember a story of Mr. Mack, who was a Bapminister in Northamptonshire. In his youth he
was a soldier, and calling on Robert Hall, whenreg@ment marched through Leicester, that great man
became interested in him, and procured his relgasethe ranks. When he went to preach in Glasgow,
he sought out his aged mother, whom he had notfeeenany years. He knew his mother the moment
he saw her, but the old lady did not recognize dwer. It so happened that when he was a child, his
mother had accidentally wounded his wrist with &#&nTo comfort him she cried, “Never mind, my
bonnie bairn, your mither will ken you by that whgou are a man.” When Mack’s mother would not
believe that a grave, fine-looking minister coulel iber own child, he turned up his sleeve and cried,
“Mither, mither, dinna you kethat?” In a moment they were in each other's arms. Abthsen! The
Lord knows the spot of His children. He acknowlesigeem by the mark of correction. What God is do-
ing to us in the way of trouble and trial is buskicknowledgment of us as true heirs, and the nwdrks
His rod shall be our proof that we are not bastdnds true sons. He knows the wounds He made when
He was exercising His sacred surgery upon us. Bydlso shall you yourself be made to know that
verily you are a piece of gold, or else you woutit have been put into the furnace. This will be one
“expected end” of the Lord towards us; let us i&gan it.

God'’s dealings with us work oour good in every waylhe Lord said (Jer 24:5), “I| have sent them
out of this place into the land of the Chaldeangtieir good.” We know that “All things work togeth
for good to them that love God.” Thus from day &y dhe Lord gives us “an expected end.”

In the twelfth verse of the chapter from which wavé taken our text, we see tlpaayer is quick-
enedby the Lord’s work towards them. “Then shall yodl egon Me.” Our troubles drive us to our
knees. If it had not been for Esau, Jacob had nexestled at Jabbok. | hope we usually go to oosl
ets of our own accord, but often we are whippedethi@any of the most earnest prayers that evertoise
heaven come from us when we are in bondage unar ges, yes, we must thank God that His trying
ways with us have produced in us a prayerful s@nt a full conviction that we do not pray in vain

The Lord’s end with us is alsmur sanctification “And | will give them a heart to know Me, that |
am the Lord: and they shall be My people, and | &l their God: for they shall return unto Me with
their whole heart.” See the value of sanctifiedicfons! God grant that from day to day we mayl fee
the expected ends of His corrections! O that we graw in grace,and mayour graces growMay we
increase in faith, and hope, and love, and patiesnog courage, and joy! Surely our knowledge otght
widen out, our consecration should be confirmed,imsight should be clearer, our outlook steadi¢e.
ought by all our experience to become more Chikst-lbetter reflectors of the heavenly light, fitte
temples of the Holy Spirit. Therefore let us beyobd cheer, and rejoice that from day to day weivec
the end of our faith, the salvation of our soufs] ¢hus the Lord’s end is being answered.

But to close. We have kept the best wine until nblae thoughts of God towards us are that He will
give us “an expected end&n end;there is good cheer in that. We do not wish to farhare forever.
We would be diligent in running the race, but weddor the end of it. | should be satisfied to ptea
here throughout all eternity if | might always lgiglory to God, but yet | am glad that there id&an
end of preaching, and a season of pure praise. rigugrethren, love the Lord’s work, but still yaaok
forward to the time when you shall take your weage] have done. It is a comfort that there is an end

Blessed be Godt is an expected endYou ungodly people can only look forward tor@aded end;
an end of your foolish mirth, an end of your cassfheess, an end of your boasting. You fear your end.
But God will give His people aaxpectecend. Suppose that end should be the coming of {Cldts
how we long for it! Oh that the Bridegroom wouldwappear! Oh that He would descend from heaven
with a shout, and gather His chosen from the foundg/ of heaven! “Even so, come quickly!” That is
ourexpected end

If our Lord does not come, and we must be takenenbyndeath, we feel no alarm in looking for-
ward to that expected end. One by one our deardsiggo home from this church. As | have often told
you, there is never a week without some of our remtieing taken up. Although | have visited a large
number of dying believers, | have never yet viseetiember of this church who has expressed the leas
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fear in their dying moments, or the slightest dignmathe hour of departure. It makes me feel hagpy
see how the brethren and sisters die; they pasg asvid they were going to a wedding rather thaa to
tomb—as if it were the most joyful thing that eveppened to them to have reached their expected end
Doubts are all driven away when you see how belgedee. Grace is given them, so that they surmount
the weakness of the hour. The Lord Jesus in themmphs over pain and death. Our venerable brother
and elder, Mr. Court, who has just passed away great age, looked forward to his departure with
peaceful hope. He used to speak of it as of a thorg which he had no shrinking. There was no dis-
content or murmuring about him; no feverish eagesrie quit the infirmities of this life, but, onetloth-

er hand, a happy foresight of his end, and a jogkylectation of it. Some of the Lord’s saints hawé

yet received dying grace, but then they are natgto die yet. Brethren, saints are prepared tbego
fore they go. Our Lord does not pluck His fruit us@ly. Foolish people may tear the green apples fro
the tree with a pull and a wrench, and bruise thsrthey throw them into the basket, but our Lord va
ues His fruit, and so He waits until it is quitpej and then He gathers it tenderly. When He prth f
His hand, the fruit bows down to it, and parts frtsvea bough without a strain. When the believer come
to die, it will not be to an end which he fearedt to an end which he expected.

Brethren, when death is past, then comes that eéeghend which shall never end. What will the first
five minutes in heaven be? There is a bigger qmesthat will thousands of years in heaven be? What
will myriads of ages be? My disembodied spirit vetl the first be perfectly happy in the embraces of
my Lord, but in due time the resurrection day wadwn, and this body may rise again in full glorjpen
there will be a re-marriage of soul and body, ardsivall be perfected, even as our risen Lord. b, t
glory of that expected end!

What will it be when our completed manhood shallifteoduced to the society of angels, to the
presence of cherubim and seraphim? What will itdogee Him whom we have loved so long? What to
hear Him say, “Come, you blessed of My Father"? Wowto sit at His right hand! Yesterday my heart
was ravished with that text, “They cast their crevinefore the throne.” If ever | am privileged tovba
crown at all, how gladly will I lay it down at thfeet of my Lord! Is not this your mind? How sweetly
will we sing,Non nobis, Domine€Not unto us, O Lord, but unto Your name give gléfgrethren, what
singing it will be when we shall be loosened fradme tleadening influence of the flesh! How will we
praise when we have done with these tongues of wlaigch hamper us so much! | would speak greatly
to my Lord’s praise, but | fail. Strip me of thisdse of clay, and | will sing as sweetly as anyhaf
birds of paradise that carol forever in the TredLibé above. Do you not feel a longing to be up and
away? Indulge those longings, for thus you willdsewn nearer to the understanding of the text—"to
give you an expected end.” All that you are suffgriall that you are enjoying, all that God sends,y
has this one design, to make you fit to be parga&éthe inheritance of the saints in light.

Ending this discourse, | would ask you to pledgs §ou will meet me where glory dwells, in Em-
manuel’s land. We shall soon be with the angel® Tbrd is thinking of us, and He is expecting us
home. Our Lord Jesus is waiting for His wedding,dalyich is His expected end. “My soul, wait you
only upon God, for my expectation is from Him.”

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—JEREMIAH 24, 29.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—737, 734, 746.
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