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“You, Israel, are My servant, Jacob whom | have dan, the seed of Abraham My friend.”
Isaiah 41:8.

“And he was called the Friend of God.”
James 2:23.

ABRAHAM was called the Friend of God because he s@sThe title only declares a fact. The Fa-
ther of the faithful was beyond all men “the FriesfdGod,” and the head of that chosen race of belie
ers whom Jesus calls His friends. The name islyiginten. We read that “whatsoever Adam called eve-
ry living creature, that was the name thereof,” emech more may we be sure that whatsoever name the
Spirit of God has given to any man, that is higgeraand right name.

James says not only that this was Abraham’s naotethbt he was called by it. The name does not
occur in his life as given in the Book of Genesisd it has been questioned whether it occurs amgwvhe
else in Holy Scripture, for many have preferredrémslate the word in Isaiah and in 2 Chronicles 20
as “lover,” or, “beloved,” rather than “friend.” kh@ver this may be, it is quite certain that amadmg t
Jewish people Abraham was frequently spoken oftlas Friend of God.” At this present moment,
among the Arabs and other Muslims, the name of Wdorais not often mentioned, but they speak of
him asKhalil Allah, or the “Friend of God,” or more briefly & Khalil, “the Friend.” Those tribes
which boast of their descent from him through Isbmar through the sons of Keturah, greatly rever-
ence the patriarch, and are known to speak of imdeuthe name which the Holy Spirit here ascribes t
him. It is a noble title, not to be equaled bytak names of greatness which have been bestowed by
princes, even if they should all meet in one. Ratefh nobility are mere vanity when laid side bglesi
with this transcendent honor.

| think | hear you say, “Yes, it was indeed a haggree to which Abraham reached; so high that we
cannot attain unto it. It would be idle for us team of being accounted friends of God.” My brethie
entreat you, think not so. We also may be callezhfls of God, and the object of this morning’s dis-
course will be to excite in you the desire to knthws matchless friendship. Let me read to you the
words of our blessed Lord in the fifteenth chamtedohn, “You are My friends if you do whatsoever |
command you. Henceforth | call you not servants,tiie servant knows not what his lord does, but |
have called you friends, for all things that | hdeard of My Father, | have made known unto you.” |
is, then, within reach; Jesus Himself invites ubve and act, and be His friends. Surely, nonaowill
neglect any gracious attainment which lies witlna tegion of the possible. None of us will be cahte
with a scanty measure of grace, when we may héenlore abundantly. | trust you are not so fooéish
to say, “If | may but get to heaven by the skimof teeth, | shall not care about what | am on telr’
This would be wicked talk, and if you speak thuaml afraid you will never get to heaven at all.tHat
is being prepared for glory is always hungry after largest measure of grace. He who is born of God
desires his Father’s love while he is yet a clalj] has no idea of waiting for it till he comesagk, and
enters upon his estate. Let me have as much oeheaven now, as | can have. Yes, let me now be the
friend of God. The other day there landed on thereshof France a boat full of people soaked with ra
and saltwater, they had lost all their luggage, laad nothing but what they stood upright in; thesrev
glad, indeed, to have been saved from a wrecka#t well that they landed at all, but when it is lioty
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again to cross to France, | trust | shall put myt fon shore in a better plight than that. | wouldfer to
cross the Channel in comfort and land with pleasTinere is all this difference between being “sased

as by fire” and having “an abundant entrance menest unto us” into the kingdom. Let us enjoy heaven
on the road to heaven. Why not? Instead of besigefi up as castaways, stranded upon the shores of
mercy, let us take our passage on board the wpthafed Liner of Free Grace; let us, if possible,img

the first cabin, enjoying all the comforts of thayyand having fellowship with the great Captairoof
Salvation. Why should we think it enough to be m&mvaways? | would stir you up, dear friends, at
this time to aspire after the best gifts. Grow iaag! Increase in love to God, and in nearnesswdss

to Him, that the Lord may at this good hour stoogvd to us as our great Friend, and then lift uscup

be known as His friends.

| have many things to say to you this morning, Hredefore, | must speak upon each one with great
brevity. | am half afraid that | may be driven teetty which will render me a little obscure. | agiu
first to noticethe title to be wondered at-riend of God.” When we have meditated and manele
shall then speak to you under a second hdahd-title vindicated-#+was a fit and proper title for Abra-
ham, and we can see it to be so. Thirdly, | shalak ofthe title sought afterMay we all win it and
wear it! After all this, | shall conclude with aiewords uporthe title used for practical purposdglay
the Holy Spirit help me graciously at this hour!

I. First, may we be divinely instructed while we loakthe name, “Friend of God,” and regard it as
A TITLE TO BE WONDERED AT.

Admire and ador¢he condescending Gattho thus speaks of a man like ourselves, and baits
His friend. The heavens are not pure in His hearti He charged His angels with folly, and yet He
takes a man and sets him apart to be His friencatWghman, O Lord, that You are mindful of him? Or
the Son of Man, that You visit him? Who among aafu race can be worthy of the friendship of Je-
hovah? Only His grace can make it possible forraap to walk with God in high companionship.

In this case the august Friend displays His pwe,lsince He has nothing to gain. Surely God does
not need friends. You anchkeedfriendship, we cannot always lead a self-contasd solitary life; we
are refreshed by the companionship, sympathy andedf a like-minded comrade. We are very fool-
ish if we commit ourselves to a host of acquaintanbut we are wise if we have found a faithfugrid
and know how to make use of him. Friendship is ohthe sweetest joys of life; many spirits might
have failed beneath the bitterness of trial if theg not found a friend. No such necessity canuipe s
posed of the all-sufficient God.

We know how sweet it is to mingle the current of bfe with that of some choice bosom friend.
Can God have a friend? Can He also find it in Hiarhto unbosom Himself to another? Can the secret
of Jehovah be with a frail creature? Does the Htg desire to commune outside of Himself? It cannot
be that He is solitary; He is within Himself a waphot only of unity, but of tri-personality—Father
Son, and Holy Spirit—and herein is fellowship enouyet, behold, in infinite condescension the Lord
deigns to seek the acquaintance of His own creatineelove of a man, the friendship of Abraham. |
dare not go so far in speech as my thoughts wead ime; it is certainly a great marvel that thea@ne
of the heavens and the earth should look to UhefG@haldees for a man, and should separate him to
Himself, to tutor and train him till He made himgHriend—an honor which even the cherubim and ser-
aphim have never reached.

Friendship cannot be all on one side. In this paldr instance it is intended that we should know
that while God was Abraham’s friend, this was rbtbaut Abraham was God'’s friend. He received and
returned the friendship of God. From one point ieiwAbraham was always the object of God’s pity
and mercy, but by His grace the Lord lifted hinoalsto another condition, in which he became the ob
ject of the Lord’s satisfaction and delight. Godrgigbraham His heart, and Abraham gave God his
heart. They were knit together in love. To use egpive Scriptural words, the soul of Abraham was
bound up in the bundle of life with the Lord, hisd> Not only did the Lord speak to Abraham as Hk di
to Moses, “face to face, as a man speaks untaibisdf” but He continually treated him as His fiden
and communed with him as such—

“Stupendous grace of the Most High!
What has the Lord on worms bestowed,
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Called to the council of the sky,
And numbered with the friends of God!”

Friendship creates a measure of equality betweeménsons concerned. | say not that absolute
equality is at all necessary to friendship, for@ag king may have a firm friend in one of the tezshis
subjects, but the tendency is towards an equalizinge two friends; the one comes down gladly, and
the other rises up in sympathy. Friendship begateviship, and this bridges over the dividing gulf.
There can be no idea of equality between God thd,land man the servant; indeed, it is only aseee s
our true relation as servants that we can be faeBid not Jesus say, “You are My friends, if you d
whatsoever | command you”? We must keep our plaiceie shall not be friends. Yet see how the Lord
comes down to Abraham, and communes with him atatke, while He lifts up Abraham to His own
state, so that he sees the things of God, yes, aenwith gladness the day of our Lord Jesus Chris
When we say of two men that they are friends, wethem down in the same list, but what condescen-
sion on the Lord’s part to be on terms of frien@skith a man! Again | say, no nobility is compambl
to this. Parmenio was a great general, but alfdmee in that direction is forgotten in the factttha was
known as the friend of Alexander. He had a greea¢ lfor Alexander as a man, whereas others only
cared for him as a conqueror and a monarch, andaAter, perceiving this, placed great reliance upon
Parmenio. Abraham loved God for God’s sake, andwad Him fully, and so the Lord made him His
confidant,and found pleasure in manifesting Himself to hamg in trusting to him His sacred oracles.
O Lord, how excellent is Your lovingkindness, tNatu should make a man Your friend!

| want you also to nottehe singular excellence of Abrahaiow could he have been God’s friend
had not grace worked wonderfully in him? A mann®Wwn through his friends; you cannot help judging
a person by his companions. Was it not a greatuverior God to call any man His friend? For, we are
led to judge the character of God by the charaxtédre man whom He selects to be His friend. Yad, a
though a man with like passions with us, and suligeeveaknesses which the Holy Spirit has not hesi-
tated to record, yet Abraham was a singularly aalbér character. The Spirit of God produced in him a
deep sincerity, a firm principle, and a noble begriAlthough a plain man, dwelling in tents, thehea
of the Faithful is always a right royal personagecalm dignity surrounds him, and the sons of Heth
and the kings of Egypt feel its power. His charaieavell balanced. He is what is commonly called a
all-around man. He walks before God, and is peiifebis generation, so that God is not ashameato b
called his God. I might almost say of Abraham’segahlife that, like the Lord, he was light, andhim
was no darkness at all; of course | only use tlpgession in the sense intended by our Savior, viten
spoke of the whole body being full of light, “hagimo part dark” (Luke 11:36). Father Abraham is a
man fit to be the head of the believing family. lgiset son Isaac is like a valley, above whichfatker
rises like an Alp, in the greater strength of Hisracter. He is equally superior to his notablendsan
Jacob, great personality as Jacob is. There is® and worry, and worldly craft about Jacob, which
somewhat beclouds his undoubtedly great faith thistyou do not see in Abraham; he moves majesti-
cally along his course, shining like the sun in th&hven, before whom even clouds are made inte char
iots of glory. | say not that Abraham was worthyowcalled the Friend of God in the sense of mieuit,
| do say that the grace of God had made him fibdca partaker of fellowship with the God of light.
While he was justified by his faith, the Lord’s laad) him just was also justified by his works. Jame
asks, “Was not Abraham our father justified by veonwhen he had offered Isaac, his son, upon the al-
tar?” Indeed he was, by this great deed of obedigmoved to be in a right state before God. Hssi{u
fication was justified. God was just, even in aalegense, in declaring such a man to be rightdous,
righteous he evidently was. Oh that the sanctifyipgrit may prove in us the truth of our faith thet
holiness of our works!

Follow me while | note some of the points in whitis divine friendship showed itselfhe Lord
often visited Abrahanfriends are sure to visit one another. We re@lde‘word of the Lord came unto
Abram in a vision.” “The Lord appeared unto Abraratid again, “The Lord appeared unto him in the
plains of Mamre: and He sat in the tent door, m ltkeat of the day.” Three mysterious persons came t
Abraham, and he entertained them in his tent utidetree, and provided for them a banquet, and him-
self waited at the table. Was he not honored aladlvenen to entertain God Himself? The Lord so-
journed with the patriarch as in a strange land, lagard the prayers and praises of His servanbygay
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day. On the other hand, Abraham was prompt to lanldltar unto the Lord, and besides this he had hi
chosen spot for private communion with God, forread, “Abraham got up early in the morning to the
place where he stood before the Lord.” Often deldheat Lord and His trustful servant draw neaount
each other.

In consequence of these visits of friendship paidibraham secrets were disclose@he Lord in-
formed Abraham as to His design concerning the @aites, who were ultimately to be destroyed, but
their iniquity was not yet full. He revealed to hifme birth of Isaac, and His intent that the cowgna
blessing should run in the line of the child boot@ding to promise, and when He had determined to
destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, the Lord said to Hiin&&hall | hide from Abraham that thing which |
do?” | suppose it is but a gloss, but Philo quéitéestext as from the Septuagint, and puts it th8kall
| hide this thing from Abraham My Friend?” The peas copies of the Septuagint say, “Abraham, My
servant,” but the other reading is a very naturad.dt was a special proof of divine friendshipattthe
Lord would not execute judgment till He had heaithithe patriarch might say upon it. Abraham, on
his part, had no secrets, but laid bare his heathe inspection of his Divine Friend. Visits weee
ceived, and secrets were made known, and thusiiem grew.

More than thatcompacts were entered int®n certain grand occasions we read, “The Lorderad
covenant with Abram.” Once with solemn sacrificéght passed between the divided portions of the
victims. At another time it is written that God swdy Himself, saying, “Surely, blessing | will Bk
you, and multiplying | will multiply you.” The twdriends grasped hands, and pledged their faithe Her
was a faithful God and faithful Abraham bound iniammovable covenant. God trusted Abraham, for
He said, “I know him that he will command his chédd and his household after him, and they shall
keep the way of the Lord.” And Abraham knew his Gadd trusted Him without suspicion, and thus
there was firm friendship between them.

This friendship resulted ithe bestowal of innumerable benefithe life of Abraham was rich with
mercies. We read, “And Abraham was old, and weltlstn in age: and the Lord had blessed Abraham
in all things.” Friends bless their friends, oledst wish they could do so. Abraham’s Almightyelfid
denied him no good thing. Abraham was rich, butricises were blessed; we may say of him, “The gold
of that land was good.” He was singularly favonedll things to which he set his hand. Jacob, campa
ing himself with his grandfather, said, “Few andl eve the days of your servant,” and his life vas-
tainly acted out upon a far lower level than thiathe first of the three great fathers of the clmoseed.
The Lord is a friend who can never know a limiblessing His friends. Having loved His own He loves
them to the end. To Abraham through the grace ®Diwvine Friend, difficulties were blessings, tsial
were blessings, and the sharpest test of all wvamthst ennobling blessing.

Since Abraham was God’s friend, Gadcepted his pleading, and was moved by his inflien
Friends ever have an ear for friends. When Abrapleaded with God for Sodom, the Lord patiently
listened to his renewed pleading. How instructisghiat story of the patriarch’s pleading for Sodom!
How humbly he speaks!—*‘l have taken upon me to lspedo the Lord, even | that am but dust and
ashes.” Yet how boldly he pleads! He ventures §g $&hall not the Judge of all the earth do right?”
The strain of his pleading is worthy of specialendt was not an intercession for Sodom so mucdnas
expostulation with God—friend with friend. If we veepleading for London we should naturally appeal
to God’s mercy, but Abraham takes the bolder coofggeading the divine justice. In fact, his pisa
not only for Sodom, but for God Himself, “That bar from You to do after this manner, to slay the
righteous with the wicked: and that the righteonsutd be as the wicked, that be far from You.” As
much as if he were more earnest to prevent the mdi@®d from being dishonored by what might look
like an injustice, than he was even for the sawahthe guilty people. This was a bold stroke. Heapl
ed rather as a friend of God than as a friend @fo8g and the Lord recognized to the full the foo€e
his friendly appeal. Lot was rescued, and Zoar sy@sed, in answer to that prayer; just as Ishmael h
been endowed with earthly blessings in responsidopleading, “O that Ishmael might live before
You!” and just as the household of Abimelech hadrbleealed in answer to Abraham’s supplication.

There was also between these frieadsiutual love and delighAbraham rejoiced in Jehovah! He
was his shield, and his exceedingly great rewand, the Lord Himself delighted to commune with
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Abraham. The serenity of the patriarch’s life wasised by his constant joy in God. | cannot nowrente
into this choice subject for lack of time.

Observe, however, that this friendship was maiethwithgreat constancyThe Lord never forsook
Abraham; even when the Patriarch erred, the Lamerebered and rescued him. He did not cast him off
in old age. Until he was laid in the Cave of MadapeGod was his God, yes, and He is his God at this
day, for did He not proclaim Himself to Moses as @od of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob? Abraham
lives and God is still his God. Constancy is alserson the human side of this renowned friendship;
Abraham did not turn aside to worship any false Guaither did the Lord turn away from the man of
His choice.

More than that, the Lord kept His friendship to Alam byfavoring his posterityThat is what our
first text tells us. The Lord styled Israel, evebellious Israel “The seed of Abraham My friend 8wy
know how David sought out the seed of Jonathan,dahthem good for Jonathan’s sake, even so does
the Lord love believers who are the seed of balgwWbraham, and He still seeks out the children of
Abraham His friend to do them good. In the lattaysi He shall save the literal Israel; the natural
branches of the olive, which for a while have bbsryken off, shall be grafted in again. God hasfaot
gotten His friendship to their father Abraham, dahdrefore He will return in love to Abraham’s seed,
and again be their God.

Thus | have glanced at sufficient facts to causetitte of “The Friend of God” to be wondered at.
You have all admired the friendship of Damon anthRg, behold here a greater marvel—the friend-
ship of the Lord God with Abraham, a friendshipwhich Abraham gave more than his own life in
proof of his fidelity, and the Great God still sagsed Him in faithfulness.

II. And now let us notice THE TITLE VINDICATED. Abrahamas the Friend of God in a truthful
sense. There was great propriety and fullness ahing in the name as applied to him.

First, Abraham’s trust in God was impliciTo show what | mean, | will bring before you tbatri-
arch Job. Now Job was a grand believer; under smpects he has “attained to the first three,” letit y
Job had a controversy with God, and found it harthink that the Lord dealt justly with him. He was
able, despite all questions, to say, “Though Hg sia, yet will | trust in Him,” but he was much sesl
about and tumbled up and down in his soul, andetlibsee friends of his suggested no end of doubts.
Their philosophy worried him, and Job was not dly festablished in the doctrine of divine sovergygn
as he might have been. Abraham had no such congsgvihe staggered not.” David, too, was some-
times plagued with unbelief, so that he almost camiafidel conclusions. He was perplexed to know
how it was that the wicked prospered while he himsas chastened every morning. He descended into
the mists of the valley, but Abraham habitually keal the hilltops. Bathing his forehead in the syimtli
of Jehovah’s love he dwelt beyond all questions mi&trusts. O happy man, to know no skepticisms,
but heroically to believe! There is a blessed ignoe which my soul covets. To know is not always
gain. Fool that | am, | have too often eaten thé tf the tree of knowledge of good and evil. stvithat
| could forget all that has ever been told me wisaolggests a doubt of my great Lord and His faithful
word. | will forget, if | can, all the thoughts afan, for they are vain; | am determined to knowhimgg
among you save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.aA®am possessed that higher knowledge which
treads unbelief beneath its feet as unworthy ewebet argued down. He was a perfect child towards
God, and therefore a complete man. Except youareerted and become as little children you shall in
no way enter into friendship with God, for thisG®d’s chief requirement in His friends; that théalé
entertain no doubts of Him, but unquestioninglyidaet Him. Abraham “staggered not at the promise
through unbelief,” for he knew that what the Loablipromised He was also able to perform.

Next, there was joined to this implicit truspeactical confidences to the accomplishment of eve-
rything that God had promised. He went childlessniany a day and the temptation came to him, and
for a moment prevailed with him, that he must usman means to effect the divine promise, but even
then he did not doubt that the promise world beafd. His great mistake showed plainly that he be-
lieved the promise would be fulfilled; the faulylan his interference with the divine method offifi
ment. When he was commanded to slay his son he deubted that God would keep His promise; he
reckoned that God was able to raise up Isaac frendéad, from which he also received him in a égur
Faith is to credit contradictions, and to beliergossibilities, when Jehovah’s word is to the fraht
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you and | can do this, then we can enter into éisdip with God, but not otherwise, for distrusthe
death of friendship. If the Lord brings a man neaHimself, it is absolutely needful that, at thery
least, there should be perfect confidence on th&smaart. “He that comes to God must believe that H
is, and that He is the rewarder of them that diliyeseek Him.” If you think God can lie, you cartrie

His friend; you are dividing your interest from therd’s interest, and committing a breach of friend
ship, when you distrust. Between man and man cenfid may be unduly placed, but towards God you
may carry it to the utmost, and know no hesitamslieve without limit, and then shall you enjoy-fel
lowship with the Lord.

Next to this,Abraham’s obedience God was unguestionWhatever God bade him do, he did it
promptly and thoroughly. When the Lord said to hifet you out of your country, and from your kin-
dred, and from your father’s house, unto a land ithall show you,” he went forth, not knowing wkeer
he went. And when the Lord bade him go to the umknaountain, and offer up his son for a burnt-
offering, he rose early in the morning, and throtigiee days of sore travail he journeyed to theela
where his faith must be tested. When both moral @ar@ntal instincts might have held him back, he
went onward, feeling that it was not his to quastiien once the command was clear. Jehovah’sawill t
him was law. Not everyone even yet has learneditli®tzod who is the author of all law, and thasi
His will which makes a certain course to be riginid the contrary of it to be wrong. He was God'’s
servant and yet His friend, therefore he obeyeseaing Him that is invisible, and trusting Him whom
he could not understand.

Abraham’s desire for God’s glory was uppermost latimes He did not what others would have
done, because he feared the Lord. | think that Adora comes out grandly when he had pursued the
kings who had plundered the cities of the plain.adercame them, and recovered all their spoils. Whe
Melchizedek met him as the priest of the Most H@d, Abraham at once gave him tithes of all, but
when the king of Sodom proposed that Abraham shiedgh all salvage that he had taken, and only re-
store to him the persons who had been captur@hstgrand of Abraham not to touch a particle of the
prey, but to say, “I will not take from a threadeevto a shoe lace, | will not take anything thatasrs,
lest you should say, | have made Abram rich.” Hk bt want that a petty princeling, or indeed any-
body, should boast of enriching Abraham; he trustddly in his God, and though he had a perfetttrig
to have taken the spoils of war which were his &ptare, yet he would not touch them lest the naime o
his God should be in the least dishonored.

Abraham’s communion with God was const@thappy man, that dwelt on high while men were
groveling at his feet! What bliss he knew in thoserning communings with God! What peace he felt
all day long in the tent and in the plain, sincenaked before the Lord, and was perfect towardsa!Hi
Whether with the Bedouin or with his own servagts) see the man of God rather than the sheik, and
the friend of God rather than the prince. Oh, §wat and | may be cleansed to such a pure, holy, and
noble life that we, too, may be rightly called #gends of God!

[Il. Thirdly, dear friends, you will have patience witte while | stir you up to regard this name as
THE TITLE TO BE SOUGHT AFTER. Oh, that we may getdurselves this good degree, this diplo-
ma, as “Friend of God!”

Do you wish to be a friend of God? Well, then,tfiysu mustbe fully reconciled to HimOf course
you cannot remain His enemy and be His friend—ithatear enough. If you are pardoned through the
sacrifice of Jesus, if you are justified by Hishtigousness, if you are regenerated by His Spoii, gre
no longer God’s enemy, yet that will not entitleuyto be called the friend of God. It will entitl®y to
call God your friend, and your helper, but you mgstfurther than that, if you would be His friend.
Love must be created in your heart, gratitude rbaget attachment, and attachment must cause delight
You must rejoice in the Lord, and maintain closengminion with Him.

To be friendswe must exercise a mutual choitke God who has chosen you must be chosen by
you. Most deliberately, heartily, resolutely, urnidedly, you must choose God to be your God and your
friend. Beloved, there can be no friendship betwgem and God without your own full consent, or
without your ardent desire. What do you say to2hisin is pardoned, all ground of enmity is goet
now grace must come in to reign through righteossnmto eternal life, and bring you into a conditio
of tender love and fervent desire towards the laandGod.
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But you have not gone far enough yet. If we areadhe friends of God, there mustdmnformity of
heart, and will, and design, and character to God. Canwalk together except they are agreed? Will
God accept as His friend one who despises holindss s careless in obedience, who has no interest
the purposes of divine love, no delight in the gbsy Christ? Beloved, the Holy Spirit must make us
like God, or else we cannot be friends of God. Westnhove Jesus the Son, or we cannot love the Fa-
ther. We cannot rise to the standard of friend&od if self is our ruling force; God is not selfijsind
He is not the friend of the selfish. Unless we loweat God loves, and hate what God hates, we cannot
be His friends. Our lives must, in the main, rurparallel lines with the life of the gracious, hoand
loving God, or else we shall be walking contraryion, and He will walk contrary to us.

If we have got as far as that, then the next tiwilgsurely follow—there must ba continual com-
munion The friend of God must not spend a day withouttlGand he must undertake no work apart
from his God. Oh, to live with God, and in God, dod God, and like God! You cannot be a friend of
God if your communion with Him is occasional, fitfdistant, broken. If you only think of Him on Sab
baths or at sacraments, you cannot be His friendnés love each other’s society; the friend of God
must abide in God, and walk with God, and thenhal siwell at ease. What do you say to this? Has th
grace of God made your feet like hinds’ feet tmdtan such high places? He can do it. Let us skek a
the blessing.

Brethren, if we are to be the friends of God we in@copartners with HimHe gives over to us all
that He has, and friendship with God will necegsitaat we give to Him all that we have. It hasrbee
well said that if God is ours we cannot be poocduse God has all, and we have all in having God. O
the other hand, the cause of God should not be ipegr can make it rich, and His work should never
be in straits if we can find supplies. If we ardeed the Lord’s friends we count His cause our &aus
His work our work, and we throw all that we haviia Joint Stock Bank with the Great All-in-all.

Friendship, if it exists, will breechutual delight| cannot explain to you the joy that God has ia H
people—we shall know that by and by, but He cals¢tiurch His Hephzibah and He says, “My delight
is in her.” | believe our Lord takes infinite ddligin a soul which He has new-created, and whict&ke
fashioned after His own likeness. He was glad &orsan at the first, and yet afterwards it repemhted
that He had made man, but the Lord is always glaske the new-created man, and He never repents
that He has made him upon the face of the eartb.Lbind takes pleasure in them that fear Him. | am
sure if we are God'’s friends our greatest joy isltaw near to God, even to God our exceeding joy. |
have sometimes wished that | had nothing else touddo dwell with God in prayer, praise, and preac
ing. If it were not for the thousand worries andesawhich come to me in connection with the lesser
matters which arise out of the weaknesses of Hisathand people, what a happy life mine would be!
Indeed, | do not complain, but | only mean thatyte#rvice in constant fellowship with God is heaven
below. Alas! One has to come down from the Mounthaf Transfiguration and meet the lunatic child
and the quarrelsome scribes at the bottom of theQur delight is in God. “Yes, my own God is He.”
He is my all in all. Whatever comes from Him is fpened with myrrh and aloes and cassia. Even His
very threats ring like music in the ears of theia fbve Him. There is nothing that He does but vile w
take delight in it. We come at length to love etes rod which He wields. The blows of such a faithf
friend are infinitely better than the kisses of deceitful enemy. The cross which Jesus lays ugds a
light burden, because we delight in Him. The Godbe€ has our love, and He has become the light of
our delight. He rejoices over us with singing, averejoice before Him with the voice of melody.

But, brothers and sisters, | do not mean to gofartizer, for we must not tell the secrets of lowe i
the open streets. | see a curtain; a veil shrouttiadnoly of holies. | dare not lift that veil. tnthe most
holy place ordinary worshippers cannot come, neita® they look therein till the Lord anoints their
eyes and purges their spirits. O Lord, reveal Yelfrt® the half-opened eyes of Your people. Within
that curtain there are choice manifestations, @ades witnesses, and ravishments of supreme dalfght
which | must not speak, because | feel towardsethieigs as Paul felt concerning that which he saw
and heard in Paradise; he said it would be unlafgiua man to utter them. Beloved, may you know
these special joys by personal experience, evée d&l who is called “Friend of God!”

I\VV. I have done when | have said a word or two uponakepoint, which is THE TITLE TO BE
UTILIZED for practical purposes. The practical posgs are just these.
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First, here is a great encouragement to the people of. Ged what possibilities are before you. The
other Sabbath morning | tried to say something abwafuture possibilities of saints, since he that was
faithful with his pound was made a ruler over téres [The Servants and the Poun@&srmon #1969, Volume
33.]. It does not yet appear what we shall be; we Ima¢even the beginning of an idea of what we shall
be in the next world if we are found faithful toroMaster here, nor what the glory will be that shal
transfigure us in the day of the coming of Chiastd during the thousand years of His glorious reign
the earth. But | want you now to notice the prizg@ur high calling in this life. You may becomeeth
friends of God, and may be so manifestly in leagite Him that men may call you the friends of God.
How few attain to this! Do you know one such pefsaet your eyes travel over all the Christian peopl
you know, and tell me how many might be calledftiends of God. | know one such man; | will not
mention his name. | fear he may not be long orhe&ot he is well stricken in age. He is a man vias
trusted God, walked with God, and been faithfuGmd, and has in consequence been greatly honored
of God to carry on a vast work of usefulness. Ihwisnight grow to be like him, but | feel a merebba
in his presence. He is a rare man. Why are thetrenooe such? Because God’s arm is shortened? No,
but because our iniquities hide Him from us. We hhige and we ought to be, such men and women
that those who know us at home and in businessdmistover us to be the friends of Jesus. | would
like as a preacher to have it said of me that Inta&med the glory of my Lord, and defended the doc-
trines of His cross, and was the friend of the gédpel while others were gadding after noveltias. |
some form or other we should aspire after this aevfriendship. See the possibility that lies with
your reach—and make it a reality at once.

Next, here is solemn thought for those who would be disesf God A man’s friend must show him-
self friendly, and behave with tender care forfhiesnd. A little word from a friend will pain you oth
more than a fierce slander from an enemy. Rememterthe Savior said, “It was not an enemy; then |
could have borne it: but it was you, a man My egiat acquaintance.” “The Lord your God is a jeal-
ous God,” and if He brings any of us so near to Hsro be His friends, then His jealousy burns like
coals of juniper that have a most vehement flameewtl save you, brother, despite a thousand imper-
fections, but He will not call you His friend ungegou are exceedingly careful to please Him in all
things. Shall we draw back from the honor becadgbeoresponsibility? No, we delight in the respens
bility; we thirst to be well-pleasing to God. Thdugur God is a consuming fire, we aspire to dwell i
Him. To our new nature this fire is its elementeBwnow we pray that it may refine us, and consuine a
our dross and tin. We would gladly be baptized wité fire baptism. We wish nothing to be spared
which ought to be consumed, or which can be condum& accept friendship with God on His own
terms. | tremble while | speak. We are willing teab anything which will make us one with God. The
Spirit of God is the Spirit of judgment and the i@pf burning; do you know what you ask when you
pray to be filled with Him? | trust you will replyBe it what it may, | desire to feel that heavemifiu-
ence which can make me forever the friend of God.”

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—JAMES 2:14-26; JOHN 15:9-17.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—220, 770, 811.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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