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“I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of you; | wisurely gather the remnant of Israel;
| will put them together as the sheep of Bozrah,the flock in the midst of
their fold: they shall make great noise by reasohntlee multitude of men.
The breaker is come up before them: they have broke, and have passed through
the gate, and are gone out by it: and their kingadhpass before them,
and the Lord on the head of them.”
Micah 2:12, 13.

YOU will remember, dear friends, from our readiagtlSabbath mornirfgermon #1952The Holy Spir-
it—The need of the Agein the second chapter of the Book of Micah, timat prophet was delivering re-
proofs and rebukes against a sinful people, a paohb tried to straiten the Spirit and silenceubree
of prophecy, and refused to listen to the messengfeGod. He threatened them with deserved punish-
ment from the Most High. To our surprise, in theyvidst of the threat he delivers a predictionbri
ming with mercy. Not only is not the Spirit of therd straitened, but even the people of the Lord ar
not to be straitened, for one has come forth wHbhei to them both liberator and leader. Judgmsent i
God's strange work, and He rejoices even in thestrodl threats to turn aside and utter gracious word
to obedient souls. Surely the brightest and mdstrsi drops of love that have ever distilled upoamm
have fallen in close connection with storms of bévjustice. The acceptable year of the Lord is tgrd
the day of vengeance of our God. The blacknesheotdmpest of His wrath acts as a foil to set forth
more brightly the glory of His grace. In this cabe thunderbolts stay their course in mid-volleyiew
the prophet is hurling destruction upon sin andietia he pauses to interpose a passage of promg&ge mo
rich and gracious—a passage which | wish to opetowpou at this time, as the Spirit of God shak-en
ble me.

Certain willful persons were proudly confident timat enemy could reach them behind the walls of
their cities, though the Lord declared that He wlomake Samaria a heap, and would strip Jerusalem.
They coveted fields and took them by violence, aedt on with their oppressions as if there had been
no Judge of all the earth. The Lord warned themnagad again, and assured them that they must not
expect to be preserved from chastisement becaayemére the Lord’s people. They boasted that God
would protect them; yes, they leaned upon the Landi said, “Is not the Lord among us? No evil can
come upon us.” He told them that Zion would be @dvas a field, and Jerusalem would become heaps.
They were by no means to escape the rod; rathdrtrthigy look for grace after they had been severely
chastened. They would be carried away into cagtivatit yet there would come a day in which they
should be gathered out of the places wherein tlaelydeen scattered, and brought back to their own
land. The prophet cried to the daughter of Ziongti¥shall go even to Babylon; there shall you béveel
ered; there the Lord shall redeem you from the barigjour enemies.”

Truly, the Lord forgets not to devise means todpagain His banished ones. The words of Micah in
the passage before us agree with many others vidglidnom the lips of prophets, for it is the waj/the
Lord to restore His chosen in the day of their regpece. Did He not say, by His servant Amos, “Lo, |
will command, and | will sift the house of Israghang all nations, like as corn is sifted in a sjeyet
shall not the least grain fall upon the earth™?vidk preserve the chosen race even in their saager
and then in His own appointed time He will seekntheut, according to His own word, “He that scat-
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tered Israel will gather him, and keep him as gbkked does his flock.” These gathered ones webe to
led back to their land under the guidance of atggbapherd, whose business it would be to breakndow
all obstacles and clear the road for them, sottteat might safely reach their resting place.

| have no doubt that the first fulfilment of thisophecy was given when Cyrus conquered Babylon
and gave permission for Israel to return to theindand. Cyrus may be regarded as “the Breaker,” fo
the prophet Isaiah wrote concerning him, “Thus ghgslLord to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right
hand | have held, to subdue nations before him;lamidl loose the loins of kings, to open beforemhi
the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not bie kWwill go before you, and make the crooked pk&c
straight: | will break in pieces the gates of braswd cut in sunder the bars of iron.” Then thding}
hearted of Israel gathered together to rebuildhinese of the Lord, and to this center multitudes- ha
tened, the Lord being with them and sending theosgerity. It was of these favored ones that we &énd
striking fulfillment of our text as to the noise deby the concourse of men. Ezra tells us that g
ple shouted with a loud shout, and the noise wasdhafar off.” Then was this promise in a measure
fulfilled.

But, brethren, the promises of the Lord are pemdrsprings forever overflowing with new fulfill-
ments. In the latter days, the God of Israel, innalant grace, will remember His covenant with Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, and will gather togetheahitgent nation who are at this time a people scadt
and peeled. These shall be converted to the GifriGibd, and then shall be accomplished the word of
the prophet, “I the Lord will be their God, and Mgrvant David a prince among them.” The Son of Da-
vid, whom their fathers slew, not knowing what ttteg, shall be made known to them as the promised
seed, and then they shall look on Him whom theyeh@erced, and they shall mourn for Him. May this
day soon come! Then shall the veil be taken away ftheir hearts, and the cloud shall no longer hang
over Israel’s head, but the Lord shall restore thend they shall rejoice in Him. The day comes when
the Breaker shall go up before them, and the Kinthexhead of them, and they shall be brought again
unto the inheritance of their fathers.

Even this will not exhaust the prophecy. | regdrs ppassage as setting forth a vision of spiritual
things in which Micah dimly saw the gathering tdggt and the heavenward march of the true Israel,
namely, the elect of God, whom He has given to$tia Jesus, and whom the Lord Jesus has undertak-
en to save. “He is a Jew, which is one inwardlyd amcumcision is that of the heart” (Rom 2:29). As
Paul, by the Spirit of God, interprets the wholergtof the covenant made with Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, it is clear that we, brethren, the childoéthe promise, are the true seed, even those wo a
born by divine power and as believers aregbieitual family of believing Abraham. If we have the faith
of Abraham, we are the children of Abraham, andhwi is the covenant made, for the seed of Abraham
is not reckoned according to descent by the fletierwise would the covenant blessing have falben t
Ishmael and not to Isaac, to Esau and not to Jadwbcovenant is to a spiritual seed, born accgrtbn
divine promise through divine power. The line inigththe Lord has determined that the covenant
blessing should run was ordered by divine sovetgjdithat the purpose of God according to election
might stand.” The Lord purposed that they which lawen after the Spirit should be the true heirg an
not those that are born after the flesh. We theeelielieve, that to us, even to us who rejoice fmisE
Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh, appeéhaipromises and the covenant. It shall comass p
that all the elect of God shall yet be gathere@tiogr from the places where they have wanderduakin t
sin, and for them a clear way shall be opened upeadand of their inheritance. The Breaker, whalis
so their King and God, shall lead them througlopposition, and bring them without fail to theirieu
resting place. Even as at the first all Israel Wamight out of Egypt and safely led with a high dvamd
an outstretched arm through sea and desert, salshadlord Jesus, lead the whole host of His recekem
to the place of His glory. Has not the Lord Godldesd it—"“The redeemed of the Lord shall returrd an
come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting jowlsibe upon their head: they shall obtain gladness
and joy; and sorrow and sighing shall flee away”?

An august spectacle is set before us in our teaty Bur eyes be anointed of the Holy Spirit, that we
may behold its glories, so that our hearts shal lier joy!
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First, in the text | sethe flock gathered;l will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of you; | hsurely
gather the remnant of Israel. | will put them tdgetas the sheep of Bozrah, as the flock in thesthaitl
their fold: they shall make great noise by reasbihe multitude of men.” Secondly, we behdlte
champion Shepherd clearing the way of the fl6Tke breaker is come up before them.” He, with the
arm of His strength, breaks all opposers, and lsregkfor them a way from their captivity. Thirdlyg-
hold the flock advancingwith their great Shepherd at their head, “Theyehbwken up, and have
passed through the gate, and are gone out bydtthesir king shall pass before them and the Lorthen
head of them.” Jehovah leads the van and the bbsis redeemed march triumphantly after Him.

|. To begin then, brethren, here is THE FLOCK GATHEREIDwill surely assemble, O Jacob, all
of you.”

Who knows where God’s chosen are? Babylon wasffdran Jerusalem, but our places of wan-
dering are farther off from God than that. “All Wiee sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyon
to his own way.” In the cloudy and dark day we hawandered to the uttermost ends of the earth. The
Lord’s chosen ones lie wide of one another, ang #re far off from God Himself. What a mercy it is
that in the text we have a promise that they dtmljatheredlivinely! “I will surely assemble, O Jacob,
all of you; | will surely gather the remnant of Israel.” Whoeetould gather them but the Lord? What
power less than divine could fetch such wanderers their haunts and hidings? One is aloft yonater o
the hillside in his pride and self-conceit; anotieedown below in the despondency of his disappoint
ment. One wanders in the pastures of worldlingssitiig himself in the plenty thereof, and hard®
brought back for that reason; another is entaniglélde briars of poverty, half-starved and readdie
and hopeless of ever seeing the face of God withTbey are everywhere, my brethren—these lost
sheep, they seem to have chosen out, as if daidhgréhe most dangerous places; they stumble en th
dark mountains, they are caught in the tangledk#ts; they have fallen into pits. O sin, what hgwa
done? Rather, what have you not done? For men &ediave gone to the utmost extreme of rebellion
against God, and to have done evil with both haaaieestly. Therefore does God Himself come to the
rescue. He Himself shall assemble Jacob, and gHtBeremnant of Israel. Driving with the terrors of
His law, drawing with the sweetness of His gosplel,shall surely bring them in. By one instrumenyali
or by another, and in some cases, apparently, utitinstrumentality at all, He will bring them froail
points of the compass to the place where He wiktrmath them—

“There is a period known to God,

When all His sheep, redeemed by blood,

Shall leave the hateful ways of sin,

Turn to the fold, and enter in.”
This is the result of the divine working, and cattalone. Our hope for the salvation of God'’s eliest
in the fact that it is God Himself who undertakesgather them. Remember His word by the prophet
Ezekiel, “For thus says the Lord God; Behold, eV, will both search My sheep, and seek thenf out.

Following the text closely, we notice that thishgaing is to be performesurely. | dwell with great
pleasure upon that word “surely,” because it iskepatwice, “I will surelyassemble, O Jacob, all of
you; | will surelygather the remnant of Israel.” There are no “ifdiene there is a God; there are no
“peradventures” where divine predestination rules day. Let Jehovah speak, and it is done; let Him
command, and it shall stand firm. Inasmuch as Hs $surely” twice, it reminds me of Joseph’s word
to the Egyptian king, “And for that the dream wasibled unto Pharaoh twice, it is because the tising
established by God.” God will not change His puga®or turn from His promise, nor forget His cove-
nant; He will surely gather together His chosenpteavherever they may be. O you that are buffeted b
opposition, and driven to sore distress in youys@rvice, be not dismayed, for the purpose ol tire
shall standYoumay fail, but the eternal God will not. Your workagnbe washed away like the work of
little children in the sand of the seashore, bat thhich God does endures forever. God shakesattlie e
out of its place, but who can motBm? When God saysurely,who shall cast doubt in the way? The
Lord will without fail call out His redeemed fromm®mng men. As a worker and a soul-winner | grasp at
these words, “I will surely gather the remnant sffakl,” and | feel that | shall not labor in vamor
spend my strength for nothing. When the end comas,the whole business of salvation shall be com-
plete, it shall be seen that the Lord has achiélisdourpose. Jesus says, “All that the Father ges
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shall come to Me,” and it shall surely be so. Thaeelet us be of good courage, and seek out thte lo
ones in full confidence that they must and shalfound.

This leads us to notice that they shall be gatheoedpletely “I will surely assemble, O Jacohl] of
you.” Not some of the chosen, but all of them, shalbbmight out from the world which lies in the
wicked one. Not some of the redeemed, but eaclobtieem, shall be made to walk at liberty under the
leadership of their Shepherd-King. The Lord with¥e none of His sheep in their wanderings, and sur-
render none to the lion or the bear. Dear frieighisg and crying afar off and thinking that Godlwi
never gather you, have faith in Him. Helpless as e, trust Him to do His work as a Savior. Mvist-
ten, “I will surely gather, O Jacob, all of youichyou may not think that you have wandered beyond
the reach of the infinite arms. Is the Spirit oé thord straitened? You must not dream that you have
sinned yourself beyond the power of grace, for idescy endures forever! Only look unto Christ, and
let your soul stay itself on Him, and God will nmterlook you in the day when He gathers His own.
Though you are least in Israel, and most unworfiiie regard, yet He has expressly said, “I wiklse
that which was lost, and bring again that which wagen away, and will bind up that which was bro-
ken, and will strengthen that which was sick.” Hé not forget you, you weakest of all the flockol
are needful to the completeness of the comparnufare not there, how shall the Lord keep His word
“I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of you™?

Further, our text declares that the people shafjdtberedinitedly. There shall be a wonderful union
among them, “I will put them together as the shekepozrah.” Oh that the Lord would in these days
more fully and evidently carry out this promisetire happy unity of His visible church! Sinners hate
each other while they wander in their different salgut when the Lord brings them together by His
grace, then love is born in their hearts. What éesare cast out by the power of divine grace! Whe
lusts are conquered, fighting and strife cease. i§0dt the author of confusion, but of peaces jriace
which causes that Ephraim shall not envy JudahJudah vex Ephraim. | notice that sinners, whewg the
are under conviction of sin, are not apt to quanith one another, and saints, when they behold the
Savior and rejoice in pardoning love, come togeiheholy love. In that visible community which
stands for the Church of God—I mean the combinddreal organization of Christendom—there are
many divisions and fierce heart-burnings, but i@ thal Church of God, that spiritual body which the
Holy Spirit inhabits, these evils are buried. They spiritual are really one in heart. You may meéh
a man from whom you differ in many respects, buhé life of God is in him, and in yourself als@uy
will feel a kinship with him of the nearest kindftén | have read books which have awakened in my
soul a sense of true brotherhood with their authalthough | have known them to be of a church op-
posed to many of my own views. If they praise myirdd Lord, if they speak of the inner life, and ¢bu
upon communion with God, and if they do this witlatt anointing and living power which are the to-
kens of the Holy Spirit, then my heart cleaveshen, be they who they may. Is it not so with you?
When the Lord brings people to Himself, He brinlgsm to one another. Though depraved nature di-
vides, and pride and self set men apatrt, yet tlhd boercomes these dividing elements by His rengwin
grace, and His divine word is accomplished—*I waillt them together!” When the Lord puts us togeth-
er, no man can put us asunder. What is wantedeinmiach-divided visible church of God is, that we
should all come under the divine hand more fulhattwe should all feel the touch of the divine,ldé@d
yield ourselves more completely to the teachinthefdivine truth. Schemes of union are of smalligal
it is the spirit of union which is needed. Our Lardsus prayed, “That they all may be one; that the
world may believe that You have sent Me,” and Hiypr cannot fall to the ground. The church is one
in Christ, and none can tear the seamless vestigtemore openly as the days pass on, the Lord will
gather together in one the children of God thatevemattered abroad (John 11:52).

This gathering together will be domappily; they are to be gathered “as the flock in the madst
their fold.” God’s gathering of His chosen is nota place of barrenness and misery, but to a mace
security and quietude, even to His appointed folde Lord Jesus Christ, that great Shepherd of the
sheep, makes us to lie down in green pasturespatislus beside the still waters. He folds His flock
and makes it to lie down in peace. He says, “Fegrltttle flock; for it is your Father’s good plsare to
give you the kingdom.” He gives us all things rickd enjoy. O you that are wandering afar from God,
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there can be no rest for you until the Lord gathyens to the fold of which Jesus is the center dred t
Shepherd. When you come to Jesus you shall firtdurée your souls, but not till then. “The peace of
God that passes all understanding shall keep yeantdrand minds by Christ Jesus,” but by Chrisisles
only. Christians are not a miserable company dfegs spirits; they are not a pack of dogs howéhg
one another, and smarting under the keeper’s laghthey are a flock feeding in happy communion,
while Jesus in their midst finds for them a pladeere they may rest at noon. He so loves His owth, an
so reveals Himself to His own, that they are a lygpgople, highly favored, and greatly honored. God
has blessed them, and they shall be blessedgletdhd say what it will concerning them.

One more note must be made on this head; they kballatherechumerously, They shall make
great noise by reason of the multitude of men.” Thed’s camp is very great. If you have taken into
your head the idea that the Lord has chosen forskliina very small company, and that in the endether
will be only a few saved, dismiss the notion. Tedegemed are a number that no man can number. Now,
a man can count to a very great extent, and ittisen are beyond the numbering of men, they are a
multitude indeed. The prophet represents them &snga great noise by reason of their multitude, he
alludes to “the busy hum of men,” the buzz of thena as when the bees are swarming. As in a city
there is an indescribable sound by reason of tHatode that are making traffic in it, so shall thébe a
noise in the church of a great concourse of memc€we of the noise heard at Bozrah, in the sheep
country of Edom, when all the flocks of the countrgre gathered together to be numbered for the pur-
poses of tribute. Listen to the indescribable noisthe bleating myriads. What a suggestion ofuthie-
es of the innumerable hosts of the redeemed whengtimall finally be brought together, and shalliall
fullest joy lift up their voices! If all the gathed company were to pray together, what a soundpgls
cation would go up by reason of the multitude ohirBut when they all sing—what a sound shall that
be! Do you wonder that John said, “I heard a v@iom heaven, as the voice of many waters, andes th
voice of a great thunder”? It makes my eyes watehink of the incomparable armies of the redeemed
gathered together in one place. Well might the pedpurn poet when he began to picture that cosmitle
flock, and speak of the “great noise by reasomefultitude of men”! | believe we shall not anyeanf
us restrain our voices in that day when we shaétrtegether with our Lord at our head. | saw oa@adt
up at the opening of this service to look arourel Tabernacle, to see the multitude, and well héntnig
for it is a thing to do one’s eyes good to beholid tast assembly. But what shall be our joy when w
shall stand up in the midst of the great companthefredeemed? We shall look far and wide, and see
no end of the great gathering. When they beginng, fiow will our spirits bear the swell of that jes:
tic psalmody? | know | shall find my best voicettiay, when in the midst of the congregation of the
faithful | shall sing praise unto the Lord my Gdthe “great noise by reason of the multitude of men”
sets forth the enthusiasm of the praise, and timeeinse number of the perfected ones who shall pour
out their hearts before the throne. Thus | havésfre you in a feeble way the gathering of tbeKl

II. Follow me while, next, | speak of THE CHAMPION SHHEPRD clearing the way. “The break-
er is come up before them.” In the tenth verselibrel says to His people, “Arise you, and depart, fo
this is not your rest: because it is polluted.” Bug say to ourselves—How are they to depart froen th
place where they now are, and press forward toptstures on the hilltops of heaven? They are as
sheep. How can they find their way? How can theg féheir foes? How can they break down barriers?
A flock is but ill fitted to tramp over pathless s#ts, infested by ferocious wolves. How shall the
church attain to the abodes of the perfected? Leagues of distance must be traversed, hills df gui
must be crossed, and nights of blackest darkness lmeuexperienced. Ah, Lord God! How can You ex-
pect that this Your church, which is like a flodkshieep, should find its way unto through all didfities
and adversaries unto Yourself? The answer to ansfes before us, “The breaker is come up before
them.” That great Shepherd of the sheep, whose &riehe Through-breaker” or “The Breaker-Up,”
makes a way for His people, yes, creates it byefofarms.

Between us and heaven once lay the tremendousoflgis. Not one, of all the flock of God could
climb those hills; all must perish who attempt toss those awful barriers. The way to heaven was ef
fectually blocked by these heaven-defying mountdimrsno passes existed; even the eagle’s eyes coul
not discover a way. One sin might keep a man outeaiven, but the multitudes of our iniquities, the
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blackness, the aggravation, the repetition of dianges made the case hopeless to all human power o
wisdom. | see those awful hills, and wonder howftbek of God can hope to reach eternal bliss with
those in the way. Behold He comes, “The Breakezfoite whom the mountains sink. “He His own self
bore our sins in His own body on the tree; andHat bearing He put them all away.” He took upon
Himself the whole load of His people’s iniquitidde endured the entire weight of the crushing burden
and by His atoning death He cast their iniquiti@s ithe depths of the sea. The pass of the atortamen
our clear way to glory. In the sepulcher of Jedusw sins are buried. To as many as believe sude
Christ no sin remains—

“This Breaker once made sin to be,

Broke from the curse His people free.

He broke the power of death and hell,

And cleared the road for Israel.”
“In those days, and in that time, says the Lord,ithiquity of Israel shall be sought for, and thehall
be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shabenéund: for | will pardon them whom | reservelier
glorious Breaker, with His pierced hands, and wkiéet, and opened side, has worked a miracle Bf mi
acles by putting away sin through the sacrificedohself. Jesus says, “I am the way,” and the way He
is; the way which neither past nor present sineféactually close. But, my brethren, if our sinsrevell
forgiven us, there are other difficulties in theywéor we are without strength, and the depravitpuar
nature is not readily overcome. Think of the hasdnef our hearts, the waywardness of our wills, the
blindness of our judgments, the readiness of ourdmio yield to temptation! How can we force our
way through such obstacles? Why, if the Lord wdaldive me all my sin, and give me heaven on con-
dition that | should find my way to it, mine wousdill be a hopeless case. Even the regeneratdHatd
they have a hard struggle with the flesh, how canwin our way in the teeth of our fallen nature? Be
loved, the Breaker has gone up before us. The lesds Christ assumed our nature, and was “tempted
in all points like we are,” He overcame the adversd every point of the conflict, that through His-
tory we might be more than conquerors. He sendh ftbe Holy Spirit to renew us in the spirit of our
minds., He takes the stony heart out of our flésd rules the will, He governs the affections, He en
lightens the understanding, He sanctifies the sadl thus, though weak in ourselves, we are made
strong in Him, so strong that we shall not peristihe wilderness, but shall pursue our pilgrimathe t
we cross the Jordan, and stand in our lot at tdeoéthe days. Because the Breaker has gone upebefo
us, we shall break through the ramparts of sinkgnand cut our way to holiness and perfection.

Yet even though this is so, that sin is forgived anr corrupt nature overcome, there is still aaoth
difficulty; the prince of darkness has set himselbbstruct the way. He defies us to advance; duadst
across the road, and swears that he will spillsmuis. By no means let us be afraid, for the Breake
gone up before us, and the enemy knows the forétso$trong right hand. In the wilderness and m th
garden our Lord vanquished this great adversany,tla@rein gave us full assurance that He will lruis
Satan under our feet shortly. We need not feahelldevils in hell; if by faith we have couragerésist
them they will flee from us. We shall reach the érawf our rest, the heaven of our bliss. Our glesio
Breaker with the mace of the cross has broken ¢lagl lof leviathan, and made an open show of His ad-
versaries. Thus was it spoken of our Lord at theggaf Eden concerning the old serpent—"You shall
bruise his heel,” and now by His ascension to he&lehas done the deed, leading captivity captive—

“Gone up as God’s co-equal Son,

With all His blood-stained garments on,

While seraphs sing His deathless fame,

And chant the Breaker’s glorious name.”
This brings us face to face with the last enemyatBélocks the way to eternal life. Be of good a4,
the Breaker has gone up before you in this makser desus died; the Ever-blessed bowed His he&d an
yielded up the ghost. Listen yet again; He hasiwrfsem the dead, He slept a while in the cold prisb
the tomb, but He could not be held with the barfd$eath, and therefore in due time He arose. Hgearo
in newness of life, that all His own might alsceria Him. Come; be not afraid to die, for you vitkvel
a well-beaten track. Be not afraid to go down itite heart of the earth, for there your Emmanuel has
slept. Nor will He suffer you to go by this darkadbalone. “He has said, | will never leave you, foor
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sake you.” He will go down into this Egypt with yoand He will surely bring you up again. The Break-
er goes up before you.

But can | hope | shall ever enter the gates of @eavhose gates of pearl whose mild, pure radiance
chides my perturbed and guilty heart—can | hoppass their portal? Can | hope to stand where all is
absolutely perfect? | shrink in the presence ohsuatchless purity. But, brethren, the Breakerduase
up before us. He has opened the kingdom of heavah believers. It will be safe for us to enterext
He has gone; yes, we must enter, for where Haesetalso shall His servants be. He will welconehea
one of us with, “Come in, you blessed of the Lottty do you stand without?” Down those streets of
pure gold like unto transparent glass we shall watkout fear, and up to that blazing throne ofgstir
light we shall pass without dismay, for Jesus lagegn before us. Behold Him!—

“He is at the Father’s side,

The Man of Love, the Crucified.”
The way into the Holiest is now made manifest. Bneaker has torn the veil from the top to the bot-
tom, and given us free access to heaven itself.

But | must pause. Certainly my matter is not exkedigime alone restrains.

lll. Lastly, I have to show you for a minute or two, THREOCK ADVANCING, their royal Break-
er leading the way. As the Lord Jesus, in His dea$urrection, and ascension, has gone up befre u
so by His grace we are led to follow Him from graceglory. “They go from strength to strength.” He
says to them, “Follow Me,” they know His voice, aaslHis sheep they follow Him.

Along the way which the great Champion clears we fihe whole of the flock proceeding. “The
Breaker is come up before them,” therefore theykeeHis footprints. “They have broken up, and have
passed through the gate, and are gone out byehdlBl, my brethren, the vision of visions; the véhol
company of God’s elect following their triumphan¢dder! Do you see yonder the pillar of fire and
cloud leading the way through the desert? Do yautke host of Israel in glorious order marching to
their predestined inheritance? Such is the ChufcBaa as it is seen by spiritual eyes. All down the
centuries, in every land, they are marching aldreg aappointed road which Jesus, the Breaker, has
cleared for them. You and I, | hope, are in thatdjp company; sometimes our following is lame and
halting, but yet we are not turned out of the way.whom else could we go if we were to leave our
chosen Leader? Faint, we may be, but pursuing WdeviOh, that we could keep closer to the Brelaker
Oh, that He would break our hearts with His lovdd, @hat all our evil habits might be broken by His
grace. We would follow our King where ever He go¥éss, we are in that company, | trust, and God
grant we may never stray from it! No other roagriepared by a great Breaker as this road is prdpare
This is the King's highway, and we will keep talt our days.

Observe, that in the text the people of God arerdesd as imitating their King, for it is written,
“They have broken up.” He is the Breaker, and trey, breakers too? Yes, they also have broken up.
Christ is the great warrior for His people, but nathout conflict will any one of them be crowndtis
so arranged in the wisdom of God, that everythinga done for us as not to drive us into inactin,
to draw us into holy diligence. Christ’'s warfarerépeated in His saints in their measure. The criswn
of grace, but we must run for it. Christ has comgdesin, and we have to overcome through faith in
Him. He has subdued the adversary, but we alsd Is&aad to wrestle with spiritual wickedness. “They
have broken up.” Herein is condescending love. sEimight have saved us, and there might have been
nothing for us to do, but to display His grace, iHends to conform us to Himself, in conflict amd i
crown, in breaking up, and in going forth, and imeging in. He makes us know the fellowship of His
sufferings. Come, brethren and sisters, let usGasd to fulfill in us the words of the text, “Theyve
broken up.” Let us be resolved to break down ail &et us be determined to overcome through the
blood of the Lamb. This is the victory which ovemoes the world, even our faith. If we have it, lst u
use it to good purpose this day.

Notice that as these people were led on by thekBreahey persevered in following Him. “They
have broken up; they have passed through the giadeare gone out by it.” They did a little at adim
they advanced step by step; they stopped at ngthirigvent onward and upward. So do saints go from
grace to grace, from faith to greater faith. Ndte sentence, “they have broken up, they have passed
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through the gate, and have gone out by it,” thak$oas if they did it slowly but surely, graduatiyt
grandly. So, when the grace of God enters intchdeet, and we, the sheep of God, are made to follow
Him, we are attentive to detail, and notice eact phour obedience. You cannot in grace, any more
than in anything else, do a great deal at once,danid effectually. | find that advance in grackitiis
suppositious, can be rapid, but if it is real eiquires patience. Our Lord gives us line upon lprecept
upon precept; here a little, and there a littld. usbe sure even if we are slow.

But now | would have you dwell upon the fact tHagyt are marching under royal leadership, “Their
King shall pass before them.” Christ is alwayshat head of His own church. Why? Because He loves it
so that He cannot be away from it. He is at thadtadeHis own flock because He has purchased it with
His own blood. He will not send an angel to lead thiosen, but He Himself will watch over the olgect
of His everlasting love. He knows the necessitigdis church to be such as He, and only He, carnt;mee
therefore as the King He always remains at theadh®rethren, let us always reverence, honor, and
obey Him. Our active, present King must be loyaliyl earnestly served. As Breaker He did us service;
as King we must render Him service. Remember h@\Pgalmist put it to the chosen bride, “He is your
Lord, and worship you Him.” As a church, we know oiher head; as the people of His pasture, we
know no other leader. Let us follow Him boldly aglddly.

Let us give Him praise this day, yes, let us wgrsind adore Him, for He is Jehovah. He who is at
our head is Lord; in Him dwells all the fullnesstbé Godhead bodily. Is it not written, “The Loraad
go before you? Let us rejoice because the LowlisKing, and He will save us. Do you ever feait tha
the cause of truth and righteousness will fail?k8hthis dust from off you. Banish such a thought. |
Jehovah leads the van, who shall stand against Hidesus Christ, once the man of sorrows, but now
the King of kings, is to the fore, He will reckontl our adversaries, and make short work of their
boastings. Therefore, follow quietly and unquestigly as sheep follow the shepherd, and your way
shall be prosperous. The Lord of hosts is withtlus,God of Jacob is our refuge; therefore comfod o
another with these words.

| cannot express the joy | feel in the belief tham one of the company which is following the
Breaker’s lead, but my sorrow is that some of yauret of His flock. Oh, that you may belong togbo
of whom He says, “Other sheep | have which areofthis fold: them also | must bring.” Oh, that He
may bring you in speedily! Do you feel a desire aodg Christ this morning? Have you any longings to
be reconciled to God by Him? Then you may freelgnepwith the confident assurance that he who
comes to Him He will in no wise cast out. He ingitgu to His cross, yes, to Himself. Obey the gentl
impulse which is now stirring your bosom. Jesusd@sae on purpose to seek and to save the lost; you
are lost; therefore pray that He may save you.

Should the enemy of all good tell you that if ydwsld believe, yet you would never hold out to the
end, remind him that the Breaker has gone up béi@m@eople, and their King at the head of thendl, an
therefore you are not afraid of meeting anythingrughe road which can beat you back from hope and
heaven. Join the army which marches under ournoete Joshua, and through sin, and hell, and death
the Breaker will clear your way. To Him be praisesiver and ever! Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ISAIAH 40:1-10; 43:14-21.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—306, 372, 313.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org

8 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 33






