Sermon #1947 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

WHO IS THIS?
NO. 1947

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 13, 1887,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“Behold, the Lord has proclaimed unto the end ofeghvorld, Say you to the daughter of Zion, Beholouy
salvation comes; behold, His reward is with Him, dilis work before Him. And they shall call them, €h
holy people, The redeemed of the Lord, and you khalcalled, Sought out, A city not forsaken. Whe i
this that comes from Edom, with dyed garments fr@ozrah? This that is glorious in His apparel,
traveling in the greatness of His strength? | thapeak in righteousness, mighty to save.”

Isaiah 62:11, 12; 63:1.

ISRAEL was often in great trouble, frequently ogs®d by neighboring nations. It would not have
been so if they had been faithful to Jehovah, bt ehastisement for their idolatry they were gigeer
into the hands of adversaries. One nation, near t@kthem, was very jealous of them. The Edomites,
the seed of Esau, were always watching againstl)snad whenever the nation fell on evil times, and
powerful kingdoms invaded them, Edom was alwayalliance with the enemy, ready to profit by Isra-
el's sorrows. Hence Edom was the typical adversérigrael, and is, in that manner mentioned here
with Bozrah, its capital city.

The Lord God of Israel often interposed to rescigeg¢ople. | need not go over the history, but any
one of these appearances for the overthrow oflisraeemies may be represented in the language now
before us in the commencement of the sixty-thirgptér. God coming forth in the glory of His strangt
overthrows Israel’s enemies, and is seen in visgturning from their slaughter. | take the texa®p-
resentation of those marvelous victories which ltbed worked for His chosen people when He put
forth His power on their behalf. The first vers@nmesents the astonishment of the prophet and of the
people, as they beheld the Lord glorious in powdren He had vindicated the cause of His oppressed
people, and had crushed the power of their advessar

As in God’s immediate dealings with men we usus#ig the Son of God most manifest, this passage
may fitly represent the glorious appearings of loand Jesus Christ whenever He has come forth to vin
dicate the cause of His people and to overthrow gremies. This vision will be astoundingly fuliti
in the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. fDloeteenth and nineteenth chapters of the Book of
Revelation give us parallel passages to this. Vds&inishment there will be among the sons of men
when He shall appear in His vesture dipped in hlsodting the nations with His iron rod—yes, dash-
ing them in pieces as potters’ vessels! In thosettamendous times, when the day of vengeancé shal
have arrived, then shall the winepress be troddémowut the city, even the great winepress of thatkwr
of God. No tongue can fully tell the terrors ofttllay when our Lord shall say, “Ah, | will ease Mk
My adversaries.” While He shall give victory to tb@use of peace, and purity, and truth, and riglgteo
ness, and shall save all those who believe in Himshall bruise Satan under His feet, and crush the
powers of darkness. Then shall these words of tbphgt be more fully understood, “Who is this that
comes from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrahig it is glorious in His apparel, traveling in
the greatness of His strength?”

The commentators and expositors almost universihy that this text may be used as referring to
our Lord’s passion. They tell us that to do so widug to wrest the Scripture from its obvious megnin
at any rate, at the best, it would be a mere acautation of the passage. Now, | take up the gage of
battle, and deny the assertion. The church by wihstinct has referred the passage to our Loridss f
as well as His second coming, and she has notibhesmor. The very first reference of this textasthe
Lord’s passion in its spiritual aspect as a battjainst the enemies of our souls. | grant youttiatext
does not speak of our Lord as trampled upon anshediin the winepress, and the blood which stains
His garments is not said to be His own blood, bhat bf His foes. Such a representation might have
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been expected had it been the prophet’s desigedoritbe the sufferings of our Lord; he does not de-
scribe the sufferings themselves, but he does oleatly depict their grand result. If we take aplge
spiritual sight of our Lord’s passion, such as @ppet would be likely to have before him in visiove

see upon His garments, as the result of His safisrinot so much His own blood as the blood of the
enemies whom in death He overthrew.

The passage is poetical; the battle is a spirbual the conflict is with sin and with the powefs o
darkness, and the conqueror returns from the figiving utterly destroyed His foes, of which His
blood-dyed garments are the surest evidence. Ord’'d passion was the battle of all battles, upon
which the whole campaign of His life turned, andl lide not then and there vanquished all our adver-
saries, and had He not at the resurrection comle émone who had trampled down all His foes, then
there had been no glorious appearing in the ldags. That first combat is the cause of the ultaniat
umph. I look upon this sixty-third of Isaiah as fr®@phetic statement of the event described by Paul
Colossians 2:15—"And having spoiled principaliteasd powers, He made a show of them openly, tri-
umphing over them in it.” On the resurrection magit would have been correct poetically to have
used the language of our text. Unseen spirits, mgwur Lord after a spiritual manner, might hawe e
claimed as they beheld the risen Savior—

“Who is this that comes from Edom,
All His raiment stained with blood;
To the slave proclaiming freedom;
Bringing and bestowing good:
Glorious in the garb He wears,
Glorious in the spoils He bears?”

| mean so to use the passage this morning, witthaciousness that | am not accommodating it, nor
taking it from its natural sense at all, but ratpkacing it in the light of its first great fulfihent. |1 have
not concealed from you its relation to the secodwkeat, when the Lord Jesus shall appear in victory,
“clothed with a vesture dipped in blood,” but aé ttame time this is a picture of salvation rathant
destruction, and its hero appears as “mighty te $awm fulfillment of a divine proclamation, “Beha)
your salvation comes.” The scene before us descabenterposition of the Messiah, the return ef th
divinely appointed champion from the defeat of eli®mies. As it is evidently a picture of salvatian
ther than of damnation, as the main feature ia that He is mighty to save; as the great and dtesf
ment of the whole thing is that the year of Hiseemed is come, and that the warrior's own arm has
brought salvation to His people; | cannot for a nreamquestion that this text is applicable to thst fi
coming of Christ. Then He did battle with the hostsin and death and hell, and so vanquished them
that in His resurrection He returned with the kefygeath and of hell at His girdle. Then was Hensae
“mighty to save.” Now lend me your hearts as wellyaur ears, while | proceed to the great subjeet b
fore us, and may the Holy Spirit grant us His grasiaid!

l. First, in my text there is A PROCLAMATION, “Beholthe Lord has proclaimed unto the end of
the world, Say you to the daughter of Zion, Behglalr salvation comes; behold, His reward is with
Him, and His work before Him. And they shall cdlet, The holy people, The redeemed of the Lord:
and you shall be called, Sought out, A city nosédken.” The commentators as a whole can see no con-
nection between the sixty-third chapter and thequteng part of the Book of Isaiah, but surely tbat-
nection is plain enough to the common reader. ésdhverses the coming of the Savior is proclaimed,
and in the next chapter that coming is seen iromisand the evangelical prophet beholds the Saaor
vividly that He is startled, and inquires, “Whatlgs?”

Let us consider this proclamation broadly, for veevdano time to dwell upon its details. | desire to
apply its spiritual lessons as | go on, aiming fthiat the comfort of those who are in soul troul?ee
any of you oppressed with a sense of sin? Do yewsseto be an enemy too powerful for you to over-
come? Are you unable to escape out of the handeoEhemy? Here is a proclamation. God, the ever-
gracious One, demands your attention while, asng,Ktle proclaims His word of mercy to the daughter
of Zion, “Behold, your salvation comes.”

This great announcement tells you ttiedre is a salvation from withawVithin your heart there is
nothing that can save you; all within you is cayrsld under sin. Out of bondage only bondage can
arise. The proclamation is, “Behold, your salvattmmes.” It comes to you from a source beyond your-
self; it does not arise from within you, for it ddwnot do so. Salvation comes from God Himself. Wéha
blessing, that when there was no salvation in you,the possibility of its coming from within, iame
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from above! Salvation comes not from man’s will,noerit, or efforts. “Salvation is of the Lord.” “is

not of him that wills, nor of him that runs, but@bd that shows mercy.” O soul, if the Lord God esm
to save you, Edom and Bozrah, sin and hell willnsbe broken in pieces! The power of your sins, and
the tyranny of your sinful habits, the cords of yoompanionships, the bondage of Satan himselff mus
speedily yield when salvation comes from the etethmane and the mighty One of Israel hastens ¢o th
rescue.

It is a salvation which comes through a perstrour salvation comes; behold, His reward is with
Him, and His work before Him.” The great salvathich we have to proclaim is salvation by Jesus
Christ, the Son of God. Jesus of Nazareth, who direthe cross, is also the Son of the Highest. kasd
set Him forth to be the propitiation for sin, to the deliverer of mankind from the bondage of esé-
hold Him, the Lamb of God which takes away thedfithe world! Behold Him, the beloved of the Fa-
ther! Power to save unto the uttermost is laid udon; He is a Savior, and a great one. Remembsy thi
and do not look to rites and ceremonies, or todsemd doctrines, but to the person of Jesus, who i
God and man. Simeon said, when he beheld our Lo@ lzabe, “My eyes have seen Your salvation,”
truly we may say the same with emphasis when wéigean His resurrection.

This salvation leads to holinedsr the text says of those who receive the Savitney shall call
them, The holy people.” If, dear friend, you areb® saved, you are also to be sanctified; indewd, t
sanctification is the essence of salvation. This gwe you great joy, | know, for no man reallysies
salvation, rightly understanding what he desireghaut meaning by it that he may be saved from the
power of sin, and may no longer be in servitudrisoown lusts, or to the wicked customs of the dorl
Sinners rejoice; the great Jehovah proclaims toaysalvation which shall so purify you that youlsha
be saved from your sins, and shall be called, ‘fiblg people.” Is not that the best news you hawer ev
heard?

Further,it is salvation by redemptiorior it is written that they shall be called, “Thedeemed of the
Lord.” In the sacred Scriptures there is no satrafor men except by redemption. You have enslaved
yourselves, and your heritage is under bond, aacetbre you and it must be ransomed. Behold, your
Redeemer pays your ransom. His own heart’s bloodsMa pours forth, that men who have been en-
slaved may be set free. Redemption by substitusidhe gospel. Christ stands in your stead, a marffe
because of your sins; you are set in Christ’s steasdarded because of His righteousness, accepted b
cause of His acceptableness with God. This is@ and satisfactory salvation; a salvation whiclssat
fies the conscience of man as well as the justicBaml. This salvation is to you without money and
without price, but it cost the Redeemer nothing l#gan Himself. Behold in Him the ransom paid in
full, so that He bids you go free. He says, “Feat, for | have redeemed you.” Tell it out among the
heathen, tell it out among the fallen, that thersalvation, salvation by a great redemption,dot free.

All that lost ones have to do is joyfully accepe furchased freedom, and go forth in joy and peace.

This salvation is completéYou shall be called, Sought out, A city not faken.” See the beginning
of it, “You shall be called, Sought out.” See thmelef it; you shall be called, “Not forsaken.” Yaull
not begin with God, but God will begin with you. Yghall be sought out, and then you will seek Him.
He seeks you even now. You shall be known as aatents sought out, a sheep that wandered, a piece
of money that fell into the dust, but, behold, yame sought out till the Savior says, “Rejoice Wb,
for I have found My sheep which was lost.” Thighe gracious beginning of salvation. But supposge th
Lord found you, and then left you; you would peréadter all. But it shall not be so, for the samed.o
who calls you, “Sought out,” also calls you, “Not$aken.” You shall never be forsaken of the gadce
God, nor of the God of grace. Whatever you mayno#withstanding your weakness and your way-
wardness, you shall be known in heaven by thesentwoes—first, that you were, “sought out,” and
next, that you were “not forsaken.” It makes mysegparkle with delight to think how fully those two
names describe myself. | delight to sing—

“Jesus sought me when a stranger,

Wandering from the fold of God;

He, to rescue me from danger,

Interposed His precious blood.”
Equally true is that other word, “not forsaken.” tNahstanding all my provocations and rebellions, |
believe in Him who has said, “I will never leaveuyaor forsake you.” | shall not die but live, besa
He is with me.
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This salvation which we have to proclaim to yowerthis one that comes to you, who lie despairing,
at hell's dark door. You shall be sought out acocagdo the sovereign grace of God. Jesus comesuo y
when you are afraid to come to Him. You fear thatou were to commence the march to heaven you
would faint by the way, but He who travels in threagjness of His strength comes that you may lean on
Him. You that are smitten with faintness of heatduse you know your own weakness and changea-
bleness, you, shall be helped and sustained teritieHe that begins the good work of grace in teath
is no changeling, but He will carry it on and caitrgut to the praise of the glory of His grace., @fs
is worth proclaiming! Oh, for a silver trumpet witthich to blow a blast that might awaken all who
slumber! There is salvation, salvation by a glosiqaerson, salvation unto holiness, salvation by re-
demption, a salvation so perfect that those wheivedt shall never be forsaken. O dear heareyalo
not wish to have this salvation? Do you not dewirebtain it at once? If you do, | beg you to fallone
now, while | direct you to Him who is the salvatiohHis people. While we fix our eyes upon the glor
ous person raised up and upheld by God, by whosnstilivation is brought to the sons of men, | pray
that you may believe in Him unto eternal life.

Il. To introduce this person, | now come to consideETRUESTION, “Who is this that comes
from Edom?” The prophet beholds in vision the Captd salvation, returning from battle, arrayedelik
the warriors of whom we read, “the valiant men iargcarlet.” He beholds the majestic march of this
mighty Conqueror, and he cries, “Who is this?” Naten a soul first hears the proclamation of God’s
salvation, and then sees Jesus coming to him,ys 4&ho is this?"The question in part arises from
anxiety as if he said, “Who is this that espouses mye&2us He able to save? Has He really conquered
my enemies?” The heart inquires, “You preach toar&avior, but what sort of a Savior is He? Is He
able? Is He willing? Is He tender? Is He strong?idtWou are, dear friend, is easily told, for you are
lost and ruined, but the great question you neatsider is—Who igle that comes to save you? And
you may well with anxiety put the question, becaiissoncerns your own personal welfare—"Is He
such a Savior as will be able to save me?”

The question arose from anxiety, lifialso indicates ignorancéVe do not any of us know our Lord
Jesus to the full yet. “Who is this?” is a questiag may still put to the sacred oracle. Paul, dtethad
known Christ fifteen years, yet desired that Helmhighow Him, for His love passes knowledge. If this
passage refers to our Savior’s resurrection, a ismarkable truth that even His disciples didkmmiw
Him when He had arisen. Launcelot Andrewes, innacias sermon on this text, enlarges on this point,
and | am content to borrow from him. Magdalenealbthe women in the world, ought to have known
Him, but she supposed Him to be the gardener. \WMoedisciples that walked with Him to Emmaus
were with Him long enough to have spied Him out gat in all that long walk they did not know Him.
Do you wonder that they did not discern their Lovwd8uld it have been a marvel had they said, “Who is
this? Behold Him traveling in the greatness of strength, and yet a few hours ago we saw Him dead,
and helped to lay His lifeless body in Joseph’skibivho is this? We saw Him stripped! They took His
garments from Him on the cross, and now He is igle in His apparel.” Who is this? His enemies
made nothing of Him, they spat in His face, theijegaHim to the tree, but, lo, His garments aredlye
with the blood of His foes, and He comes back ntlea@ conqueror! Who is this?” | do not wonder that
when the person of Christ first flashes on the esiisneye, he thinks to himself; He was once a kabe
Bethlehem, a weary man before His foes, scourged,gon; is this, the Savior? And does He come to
me and propose that | should put my trust in Hinhaging overthrown all my adversaries? “Who is
this?”

As the sinner looks, and looks again, he cries, 8Whthis?”in delighted amazemernis it indeed
the Son of God? Does He intervene to save me? Bldewom | offended, does He stoop to fight and
rout my sins? He without whom was not anything m&eaven’s darling, and the delight of angels, can
it be He? The soul is astonished, and scarcelg\edi for joy. Yet, beloved, it is even He. This sam
Jesus is both Lord and God. When He ascended igbriHe led captivity captive, and made an open
show of His vanquished foes. He nailed the handwgriof ordinances that was against us to His cross;
He broke the head of the serpent, and destroyedHhatrhad the power of death, that is, the devawH
could He be less than God? It is He, and none dhi@@r He, God over all, blessed forever, who took
upon Himself the form of a servant, and was madaerlikeness of men, and became obedient to death,
even the death of the cross. It is He whom Godhigtdly exalted, and given Him a name that is above
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every name, that at the name of Jesus every krmegdshow. No wonder that the soul inquires, “Who is
this?”

| think the question is asked, also, by way of adorat®uch a question is elsewhere so used. Here is
an instance—“Who is a God like unto You, that pasimiquity, and passes by the transgression of the
remnant of His heritage?” So that, as the soulrsetp see Jesus, its anxiety is removed by knowledg
and is replaced by an astonishment which ripemmswarship. Adoringly the spirit cries, “Who is tRis
What a Savior | have! How could it have come alibat He should die for me? What a Savior is He in
His death! What a Savior in His rising again! Wh&avior in His ascension up to heaven! What a Sav-
ior in His enthronement! What a Savior in His ghws advent, when He shall come to gather together
His own! Who is this? We are lost in wonder as we lbefore the infinite majesty of the Son of God,
and adore Him as God, our Savior, forever and ever.

It appears from the question that the person askikgows from where the Conqueror carfwe, it
is written, “Who is this that comes from Edom, witiled garments from Bozrah?” Yes, our Redeemer
has returned from death, as said the Psalmist, Witiunot leave My soul in hell, neither will Yows$
fer Your Holy One to see corruption.” He came adgeam the land of the enemy. He died and descend-
ed into the regions of the dead, but He loosed#rals of death, for He could not be held by them. H
went forth to fight with all the adversaries of @aouls, even with all the powers of darkness. I @a
terrible battle. How thick and fast the shafts flaithe commencement of the fight! Our hero soawkn
the garments rolled in blood, for He became covengla a bloody sweat. He flinched not from the hor-
rible conflict, although His body had become oneelding wound. How sharp were the swords that
wounded Him, when His friends proved cowards, amel @ them betrayed Him! How terrible were the
blades that sheathed themselves in His body and!nimey pierced His hands and His feet; they laid
open His very heart. His head was bleeding withttloens, and His back with the knotted scourges, bu
He ceased not to grapple with the evil powers. &ie, sThis is your hour,” and full well He foundsb.

He had in the midst of the fight to groan as wslbaeat, that cry forced from Him, “My God, My God,
why have You forsaken Me?” But quickly followed thietorious shout of “It is finished,” and theredan
then He hurled His tremendous adversary headlanghed his head, and left him fallen, no more to
risel—

“Tis finished,’ said His dying breath,

And shook the gates of hell.”
As on this Resurrection day we see our Lord conol baus, we perceive His garments sprinkled with
the blood of all who fought against us. | beseeah tp lay hold of this, and trust my blessed Ldd,
He has fought with all the enemies of our soulsl He has returned from the enemy’s country, leading
captivity captive. We may look at Him this day rigtustfully, for His fight is over, and His enersiare
crushed, as grapes in the winepress. We not amdy dur Lord, but we worship Him this day as Kirfg o
Kings and Lord of lords—

“Bruised is the serpent’s head,

Hell is vanquished, death is dead,

And to Christ gone up on high,

Captive is captivity. Alleluia!”

Next noticethat the prophet in vision observes the coloref Conqueror’'s garment&yWWho is this
that comes from Edom, with dyed garments from Blo2td&red is not Christ’s color, hence the question
arises, “Why are You red in Your apparel?” Our Beld's garments are whiter than any fuller can make
them. The glory of His purity is such that we sayurselves, “Red, why, that is the color of Eddine,
adversary! Red; that is the color of the earthwfrmanhood! Red is the color of our scarlet siNgly
is He red? Brethren, although the text treats eflilood of His adversaries, yet | would have you de
voutly think of our Lord literally as shedding Hosvn blood, for His victory was thus accomplished.
The text sets forth the result of that blood-shiegdn the overthrow of His enemies and ours, but we
cannot separate the effect from the cause. As enwtfact, when our Lord’s own blood was shed, si
and death and hell were trodden down and destragegtapes in the winepress. When He was suffer-
ing, He was then smiting down His enemies. By thedsing of His own blood He was shedding the
blood of His foes. The life of the powers of darkmavas taken away by His death. When | see Jesus
coming back literally covered with His own blooddiscern Him spiritually as encrimsoned with the
slaughter of evil and its abettors. Glory be to kisne! | shall never cease to look upon my Lorthan
red colors as in the prime of His beauty. The bioedi colors are the colors of victory. He neverki®o
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as lovely as when He appears as “a Lamb that has slain.” | remember how Rutherford seems to
glow and burn when in his prose poetry he talk&leg bonnie red man.” That crimson vest is His most
royal garment. He has taken away all our transgmessand iniquities, and covered all our scarles si
and we see the blood of them in His blood. Glorydthe bleeding Christ, | say! If there is oneléial
jah louder than any other, let it be unto Him wheaws the vesture dipped in blood. His own blood is
the token and proof that the blood of all His ¢pal foes has been shed. Our warfare is accomplishe
and our sin is pardoned. Behold the colors of ate, for they are the ensigns of eternal victory—

“Why that blood His raiment staining?

'Tis the blood of many slain;

Of His foes there’s none remaining,

None the contest to maintain;

Fallen they are no more to rise,

All their glory prostrate lies.”

But yet the question comes from one who percdnatghiie Conqueror is royally arrayetlThis that
is glorious in His apparel.” O, dear hearers, t#&ud we have to preach to you is no lowly SavierjH
clothed with glory and honor because of the suftgonf death. He wears today a greater splendor than
adorned the sons of Aaron; our great High Priestp on all His jewels. He wears also the majesty
His kingship, “On His head are many crowns.” Hehis day arrayed in light and glory. His majesty is
too bright for mortal eyes to gaze upon. When thlexed John beheld Him he fell at His feet as dead.
He is “glorious in His apparel.”

The question ends with “traveling in the greatne$sdis strength.”He did not come back from
slaughtering our enemies feeble and wounded, buteltigned in majestic march, like a victor who
would have all men know that his force is irrebigti The earth shook beneath our Lord’s feet on the
resurrection morning, for “there was a great earétkg@.” The Roman guards became as dead men at His
appearing. Beloved, the Lord Jesus Christ is ntypetiny Savior. He is traveling to meet poor sishe
but He is traveling in the greatness of His strentll power is given unto Me in heaven and intear
He said. As He travels through the nations it i&a @rong man against whom none can stand, mighty t
rescue every soul that puts its trust in Him.

There is the question. | leave it with you, praythgt every soul here that is oppressed by the pow-
ers of hell, may ask the question, “Who is thig twames from Edom?”

[Il. Thirdly, let us consider THE ANSWER. Upon this | shoe brief.

No one can answer for Jestie must speak for Himselfike the sun, He can only be seen by His
own light. He is His own interpreter. Not even #irggels could explain the Savior; they get no furthe
than desiring to look into the things which ardHim. He Himself answers the question, “Who is this?
His personality comes out, “I, the Lord Jesuss Ihone other than Myself who has come forth to-over
throw the adversary.” The speaker was too modesskdhe mighty Savior who He was, but that Savior
was not too lofty to give Him the information whialas desired. O poor heart! Jesus will show Himself
to you if you desire to know Him. He will come ndaryou when you dare not come near to Him. In
His own light you will see Him, and if you are bés@red and befogged, but yet truly anxious, He will
manifest Himself to you in His great love, and sayou, “It is |; be not afraid.”

The answer which our Lord gives is twofold. He didxs Himself first as apeaker;'l that speak in
righteousness.” Is He not the Word? Every word @latist speaks is true; He speaks not in falsehood,
but in righteousness. The gospel which He proclasasjust and righteous one, meeting both thendai
of God and the demands of conscience. O soul,ufwil listen to Jesus you shall hear that from Him
which you could never hear from any other lips! ¥#\de man spoke like this man.” He will speak of
God’s holiness, and yet He will speak to your camfde will reveal God'’s justice, and yet God’s ¢éov
to you. Oh, hear you what the Christ has to sag, laglieve every word of it without a quibble, for
therein lies salvation. “Hear, and your soul shed.”

Our Lord also describes Himself asSavior,“l that speak in righteousness, mighty to save.WNo
observe that the word “mighty” is joined with Higvéng, and not with His destroying. Although He can
crush His foes as easily as a man can crush wihddit the berries of the grape, the prophet does n
speak of Him as “mighty to tread down His enemié&"will prove Himself thus mighty in that day of
vengeance which is in His heart, but just now Heeats Himself in the year of His redeemed as
“mighty to save.” Rejoice in this, O my hearers!eTbord Jesus Christ is a Savior, and He is grand in
that capacity. Nothing is beyond His power in time lof salvation. He says, “Him that comes to Me |
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will in no wise cast out.” There is no manner of gihich He cannot forgive, there is no sort of Inask

of heart which He cannot remove; there are notsiirdifficulties which He cannot surmount. “His re
ward is with Him, and His work before Him.” “He dhaot fail, nor be discouraged.” Oh that He stood
here this morning instead of me! | do but prattb@aerning Him, and yet it is the best that | canlfio
you use the eyes of faith, my Lord, who has oveedine foes of His redeemed, stands before you to-
day, and if you ask who He is, He proclaims Himsklf He would have you know Himself. To know
Jesus is the first, the chief, the highest piechurhan knowledge. He is your teacher, and thioigy
lesson. He answers the question of the prophetéciism, and when it is asked, “Who is this?” He re
plies, “I that speak in righteousness, mighty teesaFall at His feet, and love and adore Him ithésy,

and then your heaven shall begin below.

Thus have we gone through the text in a very padrtaurried way, for | want just a few minutes to
make practical use of the subject before | sendayaay.

May the Holy Spirit now apply the truth with powd?bor troubled one! Your sins are many, and
they grievously oppress you. You see no hope dpesérom the justice of God, or from the power of
evil within your nature. Listen to the proclamatias | dwell upon it again. “Behold, your salvation
comes.” Jesus can save you, for He is “mighty w@$a

He can saveou, for He has saved others like you. He has these/ipaars kept His hands at this
work. Your case will not perplex Him; He is at homtethe business of saving sinners. The chiefref si
ners was saved long ago, and if the chief, then gibllough you may be the next greatest, can bedsav
Jesus has never been put to a nonplus yet. Hedhguered Edom and Bozrah, He that led captivity
captive and vanquished all the hosts of hell sialer be defeated. Do not tell me that His arnhdsts
ened, that He cannot save. He can saxe you who now desire to be made holy. You with tlaedh
heart, who desire to have it softened, He can dartlghty deed. He can raise the spiritually deatl an
even restore those who have become corrupt. Hd@@&nthough nobody else can.

He can overthrow all your enemies. Satan has youindis grasp, and you are not able to war with
him. One evil passion or another binds you. Yourseatched like Peter in prison, and bound even as
he was, but He who loosed Peter can release ysus &an say to the prisoners, “Go forth,” and forth
they shall go. There is no temptation, no sin, mernal influence, from which He cannot rescue His
chosen. He is so mighty to save that He can deéivery soul that trusts in Him, however great ks e
tremity. Leave your enemies to Jesus; they baffle, yout He can rout them. His garment is already
dyed with their blood, therefore be not afraid!

He can do this alone. If you trust Jesus, and ranelesus, you have an all-sufficient salvation. I
have trodden the winepress alone, and of the pebete was none with Me.” “I looked, and there was
none to help; | wondered that there was none tmldpltherefore My own arm brought salvation unto
me.” Poor sinner! Hang on to Jesus and His onasalv. If you have no other sort of hope, if you ca
see no good thing in yourself, if your prayers aleyour lips, if you cannot weep, if you cannotl fefe
you have not even so much as a jot of anythingithabmmendable about you, still cling to Jesus, to
Jesus only. The great battle of salvation He fowsygle-handed and He can save you single-handed.
He is exalted to be a Prince and a Savior, and Henet stain His princedom by failing in salvatioh
fear | have never done more in my own salvatiom trether to hinder than help my Lord, and yet |
know that though | believe not, He abides faithfdé will stand to His office, even though | fail iy
pledges. When He saves, He does truly save. Hassemof the business. He put Himself apprentice to
it when He was here below, and set to work to ladlainanner of sickness, and He never failed even
then, but now that He has gone through death aldoheis, and made Himself perfect through suffer-
ing, He is a master workman, and He can save inettid of all opposition. Do but trust Him, and you
shall find it so.

Let me add to this, dear troubled friend, that slalle to save yomow. Do you notice that verse,
“The day of vengeance is in My heart, and the pédly redeemed is come”? | leaped with joy at those
words as | studied them. Yes, | thought, | will thlese sinners that the day of vengeance is insGod
heart, and | will warn them that if they do notrtdo Him He will destroy them. Ah! But that vengean
is as yet in His heart, He lets it lie there in Kieg-suffering patience. Bilhe year of His redeemed is
come,it is present, it is now. It is not, “Today willdestroy you” but, “Today, if you will hear His vagc
harden not your hearts, as in the provocation.”ayad the day of salvation, “the year of My rededme
is come.” We speak of our dates“@sino Domini,” and so they are; these days are in the year of our
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Lord. We live in the years of our Redeemer, yedrslis redeemed, years of pardoning love. Oh, that
youwould come now that your year is come! Jesus ie ttbkave you at this hour. This morning in Feb-
ruary, this cold and bitter morning, when the egisid searches you to the very marrow, the Lord desu
Christ can warm your hearts with a summer tideowé! It was such a morning as this when | firstiibu
my Lord; when the snowflakes fell so abundantlgheane seemed to say that Jesus had made me whit-
er than snow. Even this cruel east wind will breatbmfort to you if you will look to my Lord dreske

in His vesture dipped in blood. Behold the glori@pgparel of His love and righteousness. He comes
back from death and hell triumphant, so that yoy mever come under their yoke. He proclaims life to
you because your foes are dead. He washes youegtwhite because His are dyed with blood. You
shall live forever because He died, and you shaliph because He has won the battle on your hehalf
You shall go forth conquering and to conquer beeaiss conquers.

Jesus has done the work already. There is notbirtg tendured by Him in order to save you from
your sins; the expiation is made, the redemptigpaisl, the righteousness is worked out. Of thigasal
tion our Lord said, at the moment when He won tiogowy, “It is finished,” and it is finished foreve
Without seam, and woven from the top throughouts e garb the Savior's body wore, and now He
presents a garment like to it to every naked simier trusts Him, and He says, “Put it on.” It isdly
given though it was dearly worked. It cost our Létid life to weave it, His blood to dye it, but tioe
sinner it is a free gift, and if he will but have he also shall be glorious in his apparel, arsligevill
strengthen him till he also shall travel in theagress of His strength. Oh that you would beligvéa-
sus Christ this morning!

It is a sad wonder that men do not believe in Jdsisa mournful wonder that you, who have been
hearing the gospel for so many years, do not believHim. What are you doing? Why, if somebody
were to preach to you any other gospel than winave delivered, you would grow angry, you would
not hear it. Why is it that you delight to hear gaspel, and yet will not accept it to your owrvaalbn?
Many of you have a great admiration of my Lordeafi fashion, and you love to hear me praise Him,
but what is it to you? What can He be to you unigastrust Him? “Oh, but | don’t feel my sins.” Hav
| not told you many times that salvation does mirl your feelings? “Oh, but | am not—" Have | not
told you over and over again that it is not whatiare, but what Jesus? Listen to me. Cease from self,
and come to Jesus just as you are. Let us finiskalol one of us singing this verse from the head,
all of us together with our tongues—

“A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,
On Christ's kind arms | fall:

He is my strength and righteousness,
My Jesus and my all.”

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ISAIAH 62.; 63:1-14.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—317, 315, 563.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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