Sermon #1944 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

MIGHT HAVE BEEN, OR MAY BE
NO. 1944

A SERMON
INTENDED FOR READING ON LORD’S-DAY, JANUARY 30, 1887,
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“And some of them said, Could not this man, whichened the eyes of the blind,
have caused that even this man should not have died
John 11:37.

“JESUS WEPT it does not mean that He shed a tear or two thwait His tears flowed freely. Such
is to be gathered from the original word. He wempiously and continuously, till He became the ob-
served of all observers. He was deeply affected, His tears were the fit expression of His intense
emotion.Love made Him weemothing else ever compelled Him to tears. | dofmat that all the pains
He endured, even when scourged or when fasteni toruel tree, fetched a single tear from Him, but
for love’s sake “Jesus wept.” At first | feel inold to say, “Behold, how He wept!” And then | check
myself, and borrowing my language from the bystasdecry, “Behold, how He loved him!” The Jews
recognized, even with their unfriendly eyes, th& téars were drawn from Him by love alone. From
this Rock of our salvation no rod but that of laaaild bring forth floods of tears.

So when we have noticed the tears, and the powvefwhich brought forth the tears, let us ob-
serve how, being such as we aears are towards us a fit expression of His |Idkéen you look upon
your children with love, your eyes flash joy. Whisey are in health and strength, your love expsesse
itself fitly in delight in them. But love in Chrigbwards us most fitly shows itself in tears. Whés
thinks of what we are, and how we have become sutgaleath, and how sin has brought us under this
bondage, since He loves us, He must weep; no, H die; for even His tears cannot suffice to mani-
fest His love. Jesus must pour out His soul, ndy anto tears, but unto death, that all may see how
deeply He loves us.

| should like to begin my sermon with that thoudbeply fixed upon our spirits, if we are indeed the
people of God—that Jesus loves us—Iloves us unts.tbwsmuch as He loved Lazarus when Lazarus
was dead and in the tomb, let us herein behold Hevioved us when we were dead in trespasses and
sins. See how He loves us though, perhaps, outsspiay be dull and dead, and how He will love us
even when we come to die. “Precious in the sighhefLord is the death of His saints.” He lovesas
that He will love us when we die, even as He loladarus at the grave’s mouth.

Let us turn away from our preface, which we hauwentbin the context, to look at the text itself.
While there were some who thought only of the lo¥e&hrist when they beheld His tears, there were
others standing by more full of reasoning, who etyuCould not this Man, which opened the eyes of
the blind, have caused that even this man shouldawe died?”

Placing my text in various lights, | see, firatyain argumentsecondlya vile argumentThirdly, a
fair argument,and fourthly, if read in connection with the versghich succeed i full and faithful
argument

I. But, first, | see in the text A VAIN ARGUMENT. Isian argument about what might have been if
such-and-such a thing had been. It is a very comtmog to hear people thus talk—"If so-and-so, then
so and-so.” Such talk is always vain, becatgsads to no practical resulivhat was the use of saying,
“If Jesus had been here, then Lazarus would nat daad,” when Lazarus was already dead? The thing
is done, and cannot be undone, what is the usskaigaabout what once might have been but now can-
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not be? Yet have | seen strange sorrows wrungfdhese suppositions. Perhaps the bitterest gihefts
men know come not from facts, but from things whigight have been, as they imagine; that is to say,
they dig wells of supposition, and drink the bratkivaters of regret. The sisters of Lazarus digl. thi
Each said, “Lord, if You had been here, my broth&d not died.” In a more unbelieving way the Jews
did it, and said, “Could not this Man, which opernkéd eyes of the blind, have caused that evemthrs
should not have died?” Yes and so you say, “Nowhiid gone to so-and-so, this would not have hap-
pened, and then the other might have happeneda dhud thing probably would have occurred, and
then how different it would have been from whainow!” You blame yourself for steps which were
not only innocent, but wise and right, but now thati see the consequences of them, you begin to im-
agine that they were not innocent, and not wisd, raot right, and you fret to think that you tookcku
steps.

| have known some go a great deal further thanlyaiccusing themselves, they have even accused
God. They say, “Why was moral evil admitted inte thorld? Why were men and women constituted as
they are? Could not God, who is omnipotent, havareanged things that there should have been no sin
and no sorrow?” What a fine mess we get into whaeave begin arguing over those points, and con-
jecturing what might have been under other circamss! You see, dear friends, these things will not
be, and cannot be, and therefore, what is the gbadir worrying over what is not, and cannot be? |
will plow, but if there be no field, excuse me hiadl not plow the sea, or the mist. | will get tonk on
anything that is practical, but | will not break rngart over fancies.

If it is to be done, and it is right to do it, le$ go at it at once, but if it cannot now be ddns,is on-
ly a thing that might have been, let us leave du¥Ynay go to the “might have beens,” | have better
work to do. This was David’s method about his ¢héld it should be yours about all your sick ones, a
those that have already departed. David fasts paggb, and cries to God as long as his child iseali
but when his child is dead, he washes his faceeat&l bread, because he says, “Can | bring him back
again? | shall go to him, but he shall not retarmie.” It is done, and cannot be undone, and vehthte
use of fretting over it now? Oh, that you would éarace to leave this foolish chopping of logichwit
yourself and providence, and use your reason foretioing better! Lazarus is dead, and what is tlee us
of saying that he might not have died if Jesusinsposed?

| call this a vain argument, in the next place,duse, even though we raise the question about what
might have been, and we push it until we begirnioki that it ought to have been, stilhibelief will nev-
er get an explanation of it from the Lord the chapter there is no explanation giverheotews of why
Jesus, being able to open the eyes of the blind earahable to keep this person from dying, yetrdid
keep him from dying. An explanation was given bg ttord to His disciples by His assurance that it
was for the glory of God. That explanation you wit. You have received it already. If you are God’
child, and He has denied you what you think He maghwell have given you, if He has permitted you
to suffer under a calamity which you think He midpiatve averted, He will give you no other explana-
tion than this which He gives you now without amggsure at all, namely, that it is for His gloryit is
for His glory, is it not for your advantage? Whanhanore advantage a servant than the glory of A m
ter? What can more profit our loving hearts thasde God glorified? If you are not satisfied witltt
answer, do not expect any other. “Why have | besmedved of my children?” “Why have | been ill so
many years?” “Why did | fail when | hoped to reagbalth?” “Why did | break down in the examina-
tion when | might have obtained a degree?” It isch piece of business to demand the reasonsaf un
voidable trials. It is mere dreaming to guess whiatld have been if such another thing had been.
“What you know not now, you shall know hereaftdret that content you.

Once again, | call this a vain argument, becatusannot benefit you to pry into this thing whitte
Lord has hidden from yowou are fostering self-conceit in calling God®ywdence to your bar. You
are practically sitting upon a throne, and makirgd@ be the prisoner at your bar. You are weighing
over again what He has already weighed in the ssfalésdom. This will never do. A child-like spiris
infinitely healthier as it is infinitely holier tmathe spirit of questioning. Brothers, we should egen
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thirst to know all the things that are, for if & the glory of God to conceal a thing, let it baasaled,

but as for the things that might have been, whae vee to do with them? If we begin lifting up these
curtains, we cannot tell what we may one day skavé known persons intrude into this sphere atil
last they have stumbled on a horror which they weneer intended to see, and which indeed they never
would have seen if their own unhallowed imaginaditiad not created it for themselves. They were am-
bitious to alter providence and change the timesswasons which God had ordained, and at last they
fell into such a morbid condition that, if they weemot positively mad, they might have been hapipier
they had been, for there is a state of mind, bardesn insanity, which has still a guilt aboutand is
therefore worse than if responsibility had beertrdged. | shall beg you, therefore, brethren, tdoéar
from prying into those secret things which belomydo God. Your profit lies in the direction of ab
staining from such speculations. Do not talk alwloat might have been, or should have been, interfer
ing with the good which God has given you by pinaiter what He has denied. Oh, could you know as
He knows, and then love as He loves, you wouldaadiie acts! Believe in Him, and sit still at Histfe
and talk no more about what He could have donenight have done, or what you fancy He should
have done, lest evil come of it.

Il. Secondly, as | have spoken upon a vain argumenill, how speak of A VILE ARGUMENT, for
| believe these Jews intended a piece of evil asniragainst the Christ of God. They put it thushisT
Man says that He opened the eyes of the blindaliride people think that He did, but if He did sdyy
did He not prevent His friend, whom He evidentlydd, from dying? Either He has a lack of power,
which will prove that He did not open the eyeshs blind after all, but that it was an impostuneglse,
if He has such power, and does not use it for Hend, He does not love Him, and these tears are a
mere pretence. He could have saved this man’sdifd, now He stands here and weeps because he is
dead.” Thus the adversary would put the believesunLord upon the horns of a dilemma. We are not
gored by either horn, for we know a way of escapmfthere. Still you see the drift, and this isofthe
drift of Satan’s arguments. Your brother, your nasttyour child, your friend—these are dead. You sen
to Jesus, you cried to God, you persisted for tieeipus life, and yet they are dead. Well, theereh
must have been a lack of power on the part of Gosate life. Perhaps that conversion of yours, in
which you have rejoiced, and of which you have sdhe thing | know, that, whereas | was blind, now
| see”—perhaps, after all, that was not a work igfré power, but a delusion, for He that saved your
soul could have saved the life of your beloved, asdHe did not do so, has He any power at all, and
have you ever been the subject of that power?

You see the drift of the specious reasoning; motta vile argument? Let us unveil the falsehood of
it. Suppose that Jesus is willing to open the @ye¢ke blind, and does open them; is He thereforend
to raise this particular dead man? If He does eetf& to do so, does that prove that He has mot th
power? If He lets Lazarus die, is it proven therefthat He could not have saved His life? May there
not be some other reason? Does Omnipotence alwaysites power? Does it ever exert all its power?
May there not be some great reason why Christ dhopén the eyes of the blind, and yet should not
step in to prevent the death of Lazarus? We cahse¢here may be many such reasons, but it i5 eas
when you wish to argue against Christ and the dpspdorget a good deal. You can shut your eyes
where it is inconvenient to see, and then you oah on blindly like a mad bull.

On the other hand, if they say, “If Christ can metvLazarus dying, and He does not do so, thaxe is
lack of love in Him;” is it so? Is that a fair angent? It is not true as a matter of fact, nor vtilbe
thought to be true by our faith. It may be infinib@e that wounds, that chastens, that afflicteeréhs as
much love in the Father when He wields the rod hesnHe gives the kiss; as much love in the Savior
when He permits Lazarus to die as when He raisearlia from the grave. Yes, and it is possible that
the less pleasing deed may be the more greatlygetiawith love! The greatest blessings come to us in
the guise of sorrows. | should not wonder if thattleof Lazarus was the passing of Lazarus inta@h-hi
er state of spiritual life than he had ever enjogetbre. | doubt not that he was a converted méorbe
his death, but, certainly, that wonderful passimg the region of death-shade, (which | will nattpre
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because the Bible does not picture it), and thatieg back again, must have given him such a vivid
consciousness of the power of Christ that thetsiriife that was within him must have become more
strong, more clear, more supreme than ever it lead before. | should have liked to meet that m&ar af
he had been raised from the dead by Him who sha&in“the resurrection and the life.” | think he ktbu
have preached from that text very wonderfully. Hauld have understood it by an experience unknown
to us. | should think that Lazarus rose into thghbr life in the very highest degree, and so it was
Christ’s love to Lazarus that let Lazarus die, @ndas a slander altogether that he died becausesJe
had a lack of love towards him. It is Christ’s lavat has let some of you be ill and poor. It igi§tts
love that has suffered you to be despised and dovdalen. It is Christ’s love that has let you remiai
affliction, because the divine benefit that has earhit is more to your profit than the thing itsebuld
ever be to your loss. So the vile argument may Wwelldriven away, whatever shape it takes in our
minds.

There is no justification for our distrust as toawlisod has done for us in the way of grace; it has
been real, and no dream. And there is no justiboator any doubt as to what God can do for us and
will do for us in the future; He that has helpedsadar will help us to the end. He that has danmach
for us will withhold no good thing from us, but bes all that is needful for this life and godlinessid
for the life to come and glory.

lll. We shall now proceed very briefly to notice whaAi¥ ERY FAIR ARGUMENT. If you take
the text, and press the malice out of it, it ietrtCould not this Man, which opened the eyes ef th
blind, have caused that even this man should nat Heed?” Yes, it is true. Jesus Christ, by whathide
done, has proved His power to do anything. | nesdenlarge upon the point, but | will put it before
you. There is not a life which He cannot presei@u may cry to Him about your sick ones. You are
permitted to do so. Even if they are given oveth®yphysician, | counsel you to go to Jesus aliwrhf
though it is far better to go to Jesus before yansalt the physician. We often make a mistake atiaut
use of medicines by using medicine first. We shdukt go to the Lord, that we may be guided as to
what medicine shall be used, and what means shadintpployed, and trust in God to bless the means
made use of for restoration. We may make idolsobphysicians as much as the heathen make idols out
of blocks of wood. Medicines are right enough ieittplace for healing, even as bread is right fourn
ishment, but as men live not by bread only, sothey not healed by medicine only. Before we eat
bread, we ask God’s blessing on that bread; lsee& a blessing on medicines whenever we use them.
We are not healed by the physician, but by that @lod works according to His own will and pleasure.
Let us then believe that the Christ, who has dbredand that for other sick folk, can do the saore f
those whom we bring to Him, and let us leave tbages in His hands.

But take the text spiritually. | want you to belkethat Christ can preserve us spiritually from deat
Are we forced by our employments into the socidtyhe ungodly? Does providence call some of you
working men to toil side by side, or even at theedench, with infidels? The Lord Jesus can causte t
you shall not be injured by them. He can give ypuitsial health and strength, even when you seem to
be under the most deadly influences. He that opgoed eyes, when you were blind, can keep you
alive, now that you can see. Trust in Him for y@inal perseverance with the same unquestioning fait
with which you trusted in Him for the pardon of yains. | say again, He that opened your eyes, when
you were in darkness, can cause that you shouldiectven though the deadliest influences from the
world, the flesh, and the devil, should be setperation against you. Because He lives you shsdl al
live. Fly to Him in the time of your temptation. YCto Him in the hour of your need, and He will help
you, and deliver you. You shall not die, but livedadeclare the works of the Lord.

Beloved, what a mercy it is that we can look bag&ruChrist’'s having opened the blind man’s eyes,
and see the same thing in ourselves! Here is @ Ioian whose eyes Christ opened. It is yourself. He
was able to giveou sight, and can you not transfer the argument tersthif the Lord Jesus Christ
could giveyousight, He can give others sight. If He opegedr blind eyes, He can open the blind eyes
of your children, of your unconverted father, yomsaved brothers, your unsaved sisters. Believatabo
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your friends, and cry to God about them. Take &x¢ &t once, and read it so, “Could not this Mahpw
opened my blind eyes, open the blind eyes of tabseit whom my heart is heavy?” Remember that the
man who was blind, whose eyes Christ opened, was flond. Christ can deal with original sin, and
constitutional sin. Some seem to have inherite@tara more wild than common, their heart does not
appear to be a heart of flesh, but a heart of stgeteJesus, who dealt with this strangely blinchfa
blind from his birth—can deal with those strangensirs, those sinners of a scarlet hue, who develop
their lives more of desperate viciousness thansgmiin others. Christ can deal with the blackeshef
black. Take them to Him, believe on account of thand be fully convinced that no case is beyond the
power of the living Savior.

For my part, | never can or will despair of thevasibn of one of my fellow creatures now that | am
myself saved. | know that there were certain traitsy character, and certain elements in my dispos
tion, which made my conversion to Christ to be nreraarkable than that of the conversion of anybody
else, and so | shall have hope concerning the blasphemous, the most obstinate, the most unbeliev-
ing. This glorious Man who, in the days of His fiespened the eyes of one born blind, which thiag h
never been known before, can come and deal witlvehe chief of sinners—yes, with sinners that are
dead in sin—with sinners that lie rotting in thieists, and He can make them to be saints! Thidas a
argument; | am sure it is.

I\V. But, now, lastly, they had never thought of THE RUAND FAITHFUL ARGUMENT from
the text. All they said was—*This Man, who has opethe eyes of one born blind, could have prevent-
ed Lazarus from dying.” That was a fair argument,ibwas not a full argument, and it never occdrre
to them to go further, and inquire, “Now that Lamars dead, cannot this Man raise him from the @éad
The first piece of argument did not go far enouglyield any comfort, because it only dealt with wha
might have been, and what could not be. | feareatgdeal of our religion is of that kind. But wlaat
mercy it would be if God would give some Christiasis-penny-worth of commonsense! Oh, if some
people could but believe what | am sure is true+tthse religion is sanctified commonsense—that
there is about the religion of Jesus Christ thatkvits just as practical as if our life were todgent in
keeping shop! True, it is spiritual and divine,estilal and sublime, but yet it is as accurate aifvere
to be nothing but mathematicians, calculating astohating through all our days. There is a mathemat
cal truthfulness about our holy faith as well defty, eagle-winged aspiration. So then they shdwdde
argued thus; “Jesus Christ, who opened this bliad’'seyes, has come to a corpse in its grave, &d H
is able to make it live.” Friend, is there laid mpgur mind at this time some poor sinner who sdie
trespasses and sins? You cannot get at him. Yawtknow how to make him feel or think. There does
not seem to be a vital spark anywhere about him,ya know not how to deal with him. Believe that
the gospel is meant for such a case as this, atdhe living God, in Jesus Christ, by the Holyripi
can meet with this clay-cold dead heart. “Oh, #virse than that,” you say, “it is worse than tidte
person | am thinking of is put out of society, aadoo corrupt to be spoken with.” Yes, | know what
you mean. Perhaps you speak of a fallen woman. M/alavays more eager to bury the fallen women
than the fallen men. A man, of whom we must say Wiartha, “By this time he stinks,” may still be
tolerated in society, but if it happens to be a warthat sins, they cry, “Bury her out of sight. Rbk
stone to the mouth of the tomb. We never spealetpdr mention her.” If you have an anxiety on your
soul about a person who is thus shut out from $pdi@vant you to believe that Jesus can bringtbat
buried and corrupt.

“Oh,” you say, “but it is not merely that the pemsbthink of is buried away, but the case is really
one which may not be described. He has been demdi&ys. He has gone so far that his crime is un-
mentionable.” | know the case. Yet you may menttdoefore the Lord; in His presence no harm will
come of it. | do not read in the gospel narratifammybody being distressed by the odor when thalsep
cher of Lazarus was opened. When Jesus said, ‘fi@kaway the stone,” He knew that He had divine
disinfectants ready at hand. He knew what He dilelVyou seek after gross sinners, prudent people
say, “Well, if you go after such people as thaturyown character will be injured before long.” The
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Lord will prevent any harm coming from it, for Harc speak to the most corrupt sinner, and say,
“Live,” and he shall live, and then the corruptismo more. Therefore let us drive out of our mitius
notion that any sinner is too far gone for Chrisséive him. | used to hear in my youth about a ‘cfay
grace,” and about persons having passed that dgsaog&, but | do not believe it. As long as youiare
this world | am bidden to preach to you, for thesgel message is to be proclaimed to every creature,
and | dare not draw vain distinctions about a dagrace. If you have a disease about you thatoaiity
you off before the clock strikes twelve tonighstill bid you believe in the Christ of God, anddiuif
you are so bad in your own esteem that there riesgl a worse man or a worse woman out of hell, yet
still believe in Jesus Christ. My Lord loves to sayreat sinners, even as He delighted to bring timam
grave the long-dead Lazarus, that he might be vedeanto the bosom of his family, to be the joytlué
house, and the glory of Christ.

| have not gone too far; | am sure that | have Nat. | could not go too far. The shoreless, bottom-
less love of my great Lord—I wish | had the tongaémen and angels to tell of it. You have not sithn
beyond His power to save you. He is a great Saaionighty Savior, and His precious blood can re-
move all your death and corruption. When | thinkledse whom He has saved, | argue, “Could not my
Lord Jesus, who opened the eyes of the blind, rrese dead sinners live?”

| will tell you something else. If you yourself tight are that dead sinner, | say to you, in the eam
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, “Thus says the Losdliete in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be
saved.” “I cannot,” says one, “l am dead.” | kndvatt you are, but if the Lord speaks to you, you wil
live; and He does speak to you by this voice of mispeak to youn His name You careless sinner, in
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, consider ways! You dead sinner, in the name of Jesus, live!
His Spirit has gone with the word which | have sgokThe thing is done in some who have heard me,
and will be done in others who will read these vgoi@lory be to the Father, and to the Son, anti¢o t
Holy Spirit, forever and ever! Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—JOHN 11.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—319, 844, 631.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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