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“If you love Me, keep My commandments.”
John 14:15.

THIS is a chapter singularly full of certaintiesidaremarkably studded witiifs.” Concerning most
of the great things in it there never can be aji ahd yet “if” comes up, | think, no less than sav
times in the chapter, and “if,” too, not aboutlé®, but about the most solemn subjects. It ishayes,
worthy of mention that with each of these “ifs” th@s something connected, as following out obit,
appearing to be involved in it, or connected with i

Look at the second versén my Father’'s house are many mansiah# were not so, | would have
told you.” If there had been no place for us indgley land Jesus would have told us. If any truthch
had not been revealed would have made our hopkyadar Lord Jesus would have warned us of it, for
He has not come to lure us into a fool's paracheel at the last deceive us. He will tell us alk ihas
necessary for us to know in order to a wise faitti a sure hope. The Lord has not spoken in segrat,
dark place of the earth; He has not spoken in adidtion of His revealed word. Nothing in His sécre
decrees or hidden designs can shake our confidenagarken our expectatiofif it were not so, |
would have told you.” Had there been a secret tiihgch would have injured your prospects, it should
have been dragged to light, that you might not éeetved, for the Lord Jesus has no desire to van di
ciples by the suppression of distasteful truthih&re were anything yet to be revealed which woerd
der your hope a delusion at the end, you shoulé baen made acquainted with it; Jesus Himself would
break the sad news to you; He would not leave wodoet horrified by finding it out for yourselves; He
kindly declares, “I would have told you.”

Notice the third verséAgain we meet with “if,” and its consequendé. | go and prepare a place for
you, | will come again, and receive you unto Mysélf the Lord Jesus should go away (and this is a
supposition no longer, for He has gone), then Helevceturn again in due time. Since Hasgone, He
will come again, for He has made the one to depenthe other. We make no question that He went up
into Heaven, for He rose from out the circle of Fbowers and they saw Him as He went up into
Heaven. They had no sort of doubt as to the feait tie cloud received Him out of their sight, and
moreover, they received assurance out of Heaveanlgngelic messenger, that, “He shall so come in
like manner as you have seen Him go into Heavdh.I' o and prepare a place for you, | will come
again and receive you unto Myself.” His going Hophedges Him to come and compels us to look for
Him!

The next “if” comes athe beginning of the seventh verdé you had known Me, you should have
known My Father also.” If we really know the Lordist, we know God. In fact, there is no knowing
God aright except through His Son Jesus. It isextig true that men do not long hold to theism pure
and simple. If our scientific men get away from tbrist, the incarnate God, before long they drift
away from God altogether. They begin to slide dakemountain when they quit the incarnate Deity,
and there is no more a foothold to stop them. Na ownes to the Father but by the Son, and no man
long keeps to the Father who does not keep toaltis in the Son. Those who know Christ know God,
but those who are ignorant of the Savior are igmooh God, however much they may pride themselves
upon their religion. They may know another god, that only living and true God is unknown save by
those who receive Jesus. The divine Fatherhoodathath we hear so much in certain quarters, is tmly
be seen through the window of incarnation and Beeriwe must see Jesus before we can gain even so
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much as a glimpse at the Infinite, the Incomprehlm@sand the Invisible. God comes not within fanit
perception till He enters human flesh, and theréoaleold His glory, full of grace and truth.

The next variety of “if” you will find a little feher down in the chapter, nameig,the fourteenth
verse, “If you shall ask anything in My name, | will do iThe “if” in this case involves an uncertainty
about our prayers, if an uncertainty at all. Takingr granted that we ask mercies in the naméests,

a glorious certainty is linked thereto. Jesus sdywill do it.” Here our Lord speaks after a soe&n
style. We may not say, “I will,” but the “I willspertain to Christ. He can answer, and He has i ri

to answer, and therefore He says without resemvatlowill.” “If you shall ask anything in My namd,

will do it.” Oh that we might put the first “if” ouof court by continually petitioning the Lord, as@n-

ing our petitions with the name of Jesus! May webesistent only in prayers to which we are warrant
ed to set that august name, and then boldly usisghédme and authority, we need be under no appre-
hension of failure. The great Father in heaven ndeeaies the power of His Son’'s hame; neither does
the Son Himself draw back from the keeping of Hisngledges. True prayer operates with the same
certainty as the laws of nature. “Delight yours®#o in the Lord, and He shall give you the desifes
your heart.” Oh that we did delight more in the iD&zname and character, and then our prayers would
always speed to the throne!

Now comes the “if” of our textof which | will say nothing for the moment. “lioy love Me, keep
My commandments.” Something, you see, is to conteobthis “if” as out of all the otherdf some-
thing, thensomething—"If you love me,” then carry it out to the legitimaésult, “keep My command-
ments.”

You have the next “if” in verse twenty-thrédesus answered and said to hifrg man loves Me, he
will keep My words.” Respect to His wisdom, and dieece to His authority, will grow out of love.
“The love of Christ constrains us.” We hear thadgame often quoted, “The love of Christ ought te-co
strain us,” but that is a corruption of the tekie apostle tells us that it does constrain us,ifanhdeally
enters the heart, it will do so. It is an activeguing power, influencing the inner life, and thére tex-
ternal conduct—

“Tis love that makes our willing feet

In swift obedience move.”
“If a man loves Me, he will keep my words.” He widklieve in the verbal inspiration of His Lord, he
will regard His teaching as infallible; he will attd to it and remember it. More than this, he ilhis
conduct carry out the words of his Lord, and sopk#eem in the best possible manner by enshrining
them in his dalily life.

The chapter almost closes at the twenty-eighthedgysaying, “If you loved Me, you would rejoice,
because | said, | go unto My Father, for My Faikegreater than 1.” Where there is an intelligeoe
to Christ we rejoice in His gains even though weselves appear to be losers thereby. The corporeal
absence of our Lord from our midst might seem ta Igeeat loss to us, but we rejoice in it becatise i
for His own greater glory. If He is enthroned iy, we dare not lament His absence. Our love agree
to His departure, yes, rejoices in it, for anythmigich conduces to His exaltation is sweet to @.Us
at this moment, because we love Him, rejoice thehbks gone to the Father.

So you see the chapter, if you read it, thouglckad with heavenly certainties, is yet besprinkled
with “ifs.” Like little pools of sparkling water aong the ever abiding rocks, these “ifs” gleam ia th
light of heaven, and refresh us even to look ubemt

Let us now think of our own text, and may the HS8lyirit lead us into the secret chambers oflit!
you love Me, keep My commandments.”

The present “if” is a serious oné.et that stand as our first head. Secontiig,test which is added
concerning it is a very judicious on8f you love Me, keep My commandments.” In the thplace, |
will give you the reading of the Revised Versiondasay,that test will be endured by loviar the
words may be interpreted—“If you love Me, you witep my commandments.” Obedience will follow
upon love as a matter of certainty.

I. To begin, then, THE “IF” IN OUR TEXT IS A VERY SERMUS ONE. It goes to the very root of
the matter. Love belongs to the heart, and everyesin will tell you that a disease of the heart may
be trifled with. A clever doctor said to me, “I fet my ease with any matter if it does not touoé t
head or the heart.” Solomon bids us keep the matrtall diligence, “for out of it are the issuetlide.”
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If the mainspring fails, all the works of a wat@fuse to act. We cannot, therefore, think littleaafues-
tion which concerns our love, for it deals withitalvpart. O friends, | hope there is no questibouw
our love to Jesus.

Observe how our Savior puts tHi§ concerning love, in such a way as to teach usldivat must
be prior to obediencelhe text is not, “Keep My commandments, and tloe IMe.” No, we do not ex-
pect pure streams till the fountain is cleansed. dies He say—"Keep My commandments, and love
Me at the same time,” as two separate things, adfhahat might in a measure correspond with truth.
But love is put first, because it is first in impamce and first in experience. “If you love Me’—wrist
begin with love; then “keep My commandments.” Olede must have love for its mother, nurse, and
food. The essence of obedience lies in the heaviy Which prompts the deed rather than in the deed
itself. | can conceive it possible that a man mightis outward life, keep Christ's commandmeats]
yet might never keep them at all so as to be aeddpefore God. If he became obedient by compulsion,
but would have disobeyed if he dared, then histheas not right before God, and his actions were of
little worth. The commandments are to be kept dubwe to Him who gave them. In obedience, to love
is to live; if we love Christ we live Christ. Lowe the person of our Lord is the very salt of cagrefic-
es. To put it most practically—I often say to mys€loday | have performed all the duties of my of-
fice, but have | been careful to abide in my Lordge? | have not failed as to doing all that wasgi-
ble to me; | have gone from early morning till latenight, packing as much work as possible intergv
hour, and trying to do it with all my heart. Butveal, after all, done this as unto the Lord andHis
sake?” | tremble lest | should serve God merelyabhse | happen to be a minister and am called to
preach His word, or because the natural routingh@fday carries me through it. | am concerned Ithat
may be impelled by no force but the love of Je3iss fear often humbles me in the dust, and prevent
all glorying in what | have done. Only as we lowg @ord can our obedience be true and acceptable.
The main care of our lives should be to do right] & do it because we love the Lord. We must walk
before the Lord as Abraham did, and with the Ladaoch did. Unless we are under the constant con-
straint of love to the Lord Jesus Christ we shaillterribly—

“Knowledge, alas! is all in vain,

And all in vain our fear,

In vain our labor and our pain

If love be absent there.”
See, dear friends, how inward true religion is; Hamit exceeds all external formalism! How deefhis
seat of true grace! You cannot hope to do that wilhrist can smile upon until your heart is renewed
A heart at enmity with God cannot be made acceptaplmere acts of piety. It is not what your hands
are doing, nor even what your lips are saying;ntfaén thing is what your heart is meaning and intend
ing. Which way are your affections tending? Theagfé/wheel which moves the whole machinery of
life is fixed in the heart; hence this is the miosportant of all suggestions—"If you love Me.” “Yffou
love Me” is a searching sound. | start as | heddd that believes in the Lord Jesus Christ forshisa-
tion produces as the first fruit of his faith lotee Christ; this must be in us and abound, or ngthén
right. Packed away within that box of sweets callede” you shall find every holy thing, but if you
have no love, what have you? Though you wear ymgefs to the bone with service, weep your eyes
out with repentance, make your knees hard with lkmggeand dry your throat with shouting, yet if the
heart does not beat with love your religion fatighe ground like a withered leaf in autumn. Lové¢he
chief jewel in the bracelet of obedience. Hear tidr, and mark it well, “If you love Me, keep My
commandments.”

O sirs, what a mass of religion is cast out asthess by this text! Men may keep on going to
church and going to chapel, and they may be relgiges, throughout a whole life, and apparentigyt
may be blameless in their moral conduct, and ya&tetimay be nothing in them, because there is r® lov
to the ever-blessed Christ at the bottom of théggsaon. When the heathen killed their sacrificesr+
der to prophesy future events from the entrails,wlorst sign they ever got was when the priesgr aft
searching into the victim, could not find a heartjf that heart was small and shriveled. The ssmybrs
always declared that this omen was the sure sigralaimity. All the signs were evil if the hearttbe
offering was absent or deficient. It is so in velged with religion and with each religious perside.
that searches us searches principally our heaetsvitd tries mankind tries chiefly the reins of tal-
dren of men. The Master is in our midst tonightJkivey down these aisles with noiseless tread, girt
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about the paps with a golden girdle, and robechowswhite garments down to His feet. See, He stops
before each one of us, and gently asks, “Do yoe lghe?” Three times He repeats the question. He
waits for an answer. It is a vital question; do refuse a reply. Oh that the Spirit of the Lord neagble
you to answer in sincerity and truth, and say, t,ofou know all things; You know that I love You!”

This matter of love to Jesus is put prior to evaher becausk is the best reason for our obedience
to Him. Notice, “If you loveMe, keepMy commandments.” Personal affection will producespeal
obedience. Do you not see the drift of the wordk@ blessed Jesus says, “If you ldve, keepMy
commandments,” because truly, operative love isiimdove to a person, and love to our Lord’s person
begets obedience to His precepts. There are somgonevhom you would do anything; you will to
yield to their will. If such a person were to sayybu, “Do this,” you would do it without questioRer-
haps he stands to you in the relation of mastef yan are his willing servant. Perhaps he is a radgd
friend, and because you esteem and love him, hid i8daw to you. The Savior may much more safely
than any other, be installed in such a positioonfthe throne of your affections He says, “If youd
Me—if really your hearts go out to Me—then let Mpml be a commandment; let My commandment
be kept in your memory, and then further kept biyndpebserved in your life.” So you see the reason
why the Master begins with the heart—because tiseme hope of obedience to Him in our actions, un-
less He is enshrined in our affections. This isgpeng and source of all holy living—Ilove to theli
One. Dear friends, have you been captured by thaties of Jesus, and are you held in a divine eapti
ity to the adorable person of your redeeming LoFtd@n you have within you the impulse which con-
strains you to keep His commandments.

It was greatly needful for our Lord thus to addréss disciples Yes, it was necessary to speak thus
even to the apostles. He says to the chosen twidlyau love Me.” We should never have doubted one
of them. We now know by the result that one of theas a traitor to his Lord, and sold Him for pieces
of silver, but no one suspected him for he seensddyal as any one of them. Ah! If that questialf, “
you love Me,” needed to be raised in the sacrel@gelof the twelve, much more must it be allowed to
sift our churches, and to test ourselves. Brethiaa,word is exceedingly needful, in the presessean-
bly; hear its voice—“If you love Me.” The mixed ntitlide here gathered together may be compared to
the heap on the threshing floor, and there is méelde winnowing fan. Perhaps you have almost taken
it for granted that you love Jesus; but it mustlmtaken for granted. Some of you have been loan i
religious atmosphere, you have lived in the midgamly people, and you have never been out indo th
wicked world to be tempted by its follies; therefgrou come to an immediate conclusion that you must
assuredly love the Lord. This is unwise and peslddever glory in armor which you have not tested,
nor rejoice in love to Christ which has not sustditrial. What an awful thing if you should be deed
and mistaken! It is most kind of the Savior to eagsquestion about your love, and thus give yoaman
portunity of examining yourself and seeing whetyhau are right at heart. It will be far better fayuto
err upon the side of too great anxiety than on tiiatarnal security. To be afraid that you are wxon
and so to make sure of being right, will bring youa far better end than being sure that you ait#,ri
and therefore, refusing to look into the groungaiir hope. | would have you fully assured of ycurd
to Jesus, but | would not have you deceived bylieftibat you love Him if you do not. Lord, searah
and try us!

Remember, if any man loves not the Lord Jesuss€Cha will beanathema Maranathagursed at
His coming. This applies to every man, even tholaghs most eminent. An apostle turned out to be a
son of perdition—may not you? Every man, even thduog is a learned bishop, or a popular pastor, or a
renowned evangelist, or a venerable elder, or imeadeacon, or the most ancient member of the most
orthodox assembly, may yet turn out to be no lmfeghe Lord. Though he has gathered to break bread
in the sacred name with a select company, yet ddes not truly love the Lord Jesus Christ, theseur
rests upon him, whoever he may be. So let us taim the Master’s lips the heart-searching word at
this time, “If you love Me, keep My commandmentkét us take it personally home, as if addressed to
each one of us personally and alone.

While considering the text, let each one view hathapart. What have you to do in this matter with
keeping the vineyards of others? See to your ovarthieThe text does not say, “If the church loves
Me,” or, “If such-and-such a minister loves Me,”, 6if your brothers love Me,” no, but it is, “Ifou
love Me, keep My commandments.” The most importarstion for each one to answer is that which
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concerns his personal attachment to his Redeemertha personal obedience which comes out of it. |
press this inquiry upon each one. It may seemt@ @nd commonplace question, but it needs to be put
again and again before all in our congregation® piteacher needs to be thus questioned; he gets int
the habit of reading his Bible for other peopleeT3unday school teacher needs this inquiry; heiglso
apt to study the Scriptures rather for his claas ttor himself. We all need the truth to come hdmas

with personal and forcible application, for we aterays inclined to shift unpleasant inquiries upoin-

ers. In the case of very deaf people, when theg bapltheir horns we speak right down into them; and
wish to speak home pointedly to each one of yahiattime. Let the text sound into your individslr

and heart; “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”

The question is answerablepwever. It was put to the apostles, and they camiswer it. Peter
spoke as all the eleven would have done when loe ‘Séou know that | love You.” It is not a question
concerning mysteries out of range and beyond juégémt deals with a plain matter of fact. A man
may know whether he loves the Lord or not, andughoto know. He who is jealous of himself, and is,
therefore, half afraid to speak positively, maythéd more truly be a lover of the Lord. Holy caatimay
raise a question where the answer is far moreindhan in the breasts of those who never even make
the inquiry because they are carnally secure. Didbracontent with merely longing to love Jesus, or
with longing to know whether you love Him. Not tadw whether you love the Lord Jesus is a state of
mind so dangerous that | exhort you never to gsldep until you have escaped from it. A man has no
right to smile—I had almost said, he has no rigtitez to eat bread or drink water so long as thisg
tion hangs in the balances. It ought to be decittethn be decided. It can be decided at once |dNet
Jesus? It is better for me not to live than ndot@ Him. Not love Christ? May the terrible fact never be
hidden from my weeping eyes! Perhaps the dreaddsy may drive me to better things. If | do love
my Lord | can never rest with the shadow of a daldrkening the life of my love. A question on siach
matter is unbearable—

“Do not | love You from my soul?

Then let me nothing love:

Dead be my heart to every joy,

When Jesus cannot move.

Would not my heart pour forth its blood

In honor of Your name,

And challenge the cold hand of death

To dampen the immortal flame?

You know | love You, dearest Lord;

But oh, I long to soar

Far from the sphere of mortal joys,

And learn to love You more.”
Brethren, hear the question suggested by this litdrd“if,” consider it well, and rest not until you can
say, “I love the Lord because He has heard my vamncemy supplication.”

So much, then, concerning the serious naturei®fifli

Il. In the second place let me observe that THE TESTAOWHS PROPOSED IN THE TEXT IS A
VERY JUDICIOUS ONE. “If you love Mekeep My commandmentsThis is the best proof of love.

The test indicated does not suggest a lawlesstyibkris true we are not under the law, but under
grace, but yet we are under law to Christ, andeflewe Him we are to keep His commandments. Let us
never enter into the counsel of those who do ni¢\eethat there are any commandments for believers
to keep. Those who do away with duty do away with and consequently with the Savior. It is not
written—“If you love Me, do whatever you please€siis does not say—"“So long as you love Me in
your hearts, | care nothing about your lives.” Ehsrno such doctrine as that between the covetsof
holy book. He that loves Christ is the freest mahaf heaven, but he is also the most under bdses.
is free, for Christ has loosed his bonds, but heutsunder bonds to Christ by grateful love. Theelof
Christ constrains him henceforth to live to thed.arho loved him, lived for him, died for him, anose
again. No, dear friends, we do not desire a lawléssHe that is not under the law as a powerdon-
demnation yet can say that with his heart he ddighthe law of God, he longs after perfect hase
and in his soul yields hearty homage to the precepthe Lord Jesus. Love is law; the law of low¢hie
strongest of all laws. Christ has become our MaaterKing, and His commandments are not grievous.
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The text also contains no fanatical challenyée do not read, “If you love Me, perform some ex-
traordinary act.” The test required is not an otdbof extravagance, or an attempt to realize thbia
tious project of a fevered brain. Nothing of thadki Hermits, nuns, and religious mad-caps find xo e
ample or precept here. Some persons think thaeif tove Jesus, they must enter a convent, retiee t
cell, dress themselves oddly, or shave their heladeas been the thought of some men, “If we love
Christ we must strip ourselves of everything wespss, put on sackcloth, tie ropes round our waists,
and pine in the desert.” Others have thought ievitss make effigies of themselves by oddity of dress
and behavior. The Savior does not say anythindv@fkind, but “If you love Me, keep My command-
ments.” Every now and then we find members of dwrches who must necessarily leave their trades
and their callings to show their love for Jesusidcbn may starve and wives may pine, but their mad
whimsies must be carried out for love of Jesus.ddrthis influence they rush into all sorts of fagle
and soon ruin their characters because they wiltale the advice of sobriety, and cannot be sadisf
with the grand test of love which our Lord Himsk#rein lays down. The text does not condemn these
light-headed projects in detail, but it does sdh@ gross by proposing a far more reasonable td§t—"
you love Me, keep My commandments.” Do not spirothes in your excited brains, and vow that you
will do this desperate thing and the other. Thebphility is that you are not seeking the glory loé t
Lord, but you want notoriety for yourself. You aining at supreme devotion, so that you may become
a distinguished person, and that people may tatkiaypour superior saintship. You may even go so far
as to court persecution from selfish motives. Thei@, who was wise and knew what was in men, and
knew also what would be the surest test of true kmvHimself, says, “If you love M&eep My com-
mandments.This is a much more difficult thing than to follawut the dictates of a crazy brain.

Why does the Savior give us this as a test? ktthat one reason is, because it is one wiesks
whether you are loving Christ in His true positiam,whether your love is to a Christ of your ownkma
ing, and your own placing. It is easy to crave H Garist, and refuse a whole Christ. It is eassoaio
follow a Christ of your own construction, who is makly an antichrist. The real Christ is so great and
glorious that He has a right to give commandmeévitsses never used an expression such as our Savior
here employs. He might say, “Keep God’s commandsyebut he would never have said, “Keeyy
commandments.” That dear and Divine Person whontalleMaster and Lord here says, “Kebly
commandments.” What a commanding person He mustbet lordship He has over His people! How
great He is among His saints! If you keep His comamaents you are putting Him into the position
which He claims. By obedience you own His sovergigand Godhead, and say with Thomas, “My
Lord and my God.” | am afraid that a great manypgbdednow a Christ who is meek and lowly, their
servant and Savior, but they do not know ltloed Jesus Christ. Alas! My friends, such people seaup
false Christ. We do not love Jesus at all if Heasour Lord and God. It is all sanctimonious aggddc-
risy, this love to Christ which robs Him of His Deil abhor that love to Christ which does not make
Him King of kings, and Lord of lords. Love Him, abelittle Him! It is absurd. Follow your own wilhi
preference to His will, and then talk of love tonHiRidiculous! This is but the devil's counterfeit
love, it is a contradiction of all true love. Loigeloyal; love crowns its Lord with obedience. twlove
Jesus aright, you view His every precept as a digcommandment. You love the true Christ if you love
a commanding Christ as well as a saving Christ,laokl to Him for the guidance of your life as wa#
for the pardon of your sin.

This test, again, is very judicious, becaitsgroves the living presence of the object of ymwe
Love always desires to have its object near, amdsta faculty of bringing its object near. If yiowe
anybody, that person may be far away, and yet tw mughts he is close at hand. Love brings the be
loved one so near that the thought of him acts ugolife. A gentleman has faithful servants, hego
away, and leaves his house in their charge; hgtas abroad, and yet he is at home to his servants,
every day their work is done as if he were thersde. He is coming home soon, they hardly know
when, but they keep all things in readiness forrétarn, let it happen when it may. They are na-ey
servants, and so they work none the less becausedixsent. If he does not stem,yet the eyes of
their love always selkim, and therefore they work as if he were at homeirTdféection keeps him al-
ways near. A dear father is dead, and he has ikfbrdoperty to a son who honors his memory. What
does the son do? He is generous, like his fatmet,vehen he is asked why, he replies, “I do exactly
what | believe my dear father would have done ifhlad been here.” “Why?” “Because | love him.”
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When a man is dead he lives to those who love 8iothe living Christ, who is not dead, but has gone
away, is made present to us by our realizing lawn€, the proof of our love is that Jesus is so ptetbat

He constrains our actions, influences our motiees] is the cause of our obedience. Jesus seems to
say—"If you love Me, now that | am gone you will s you would have done if | were still with you,
and looking at you. You will continue to keep Mynsmandments, as in My presence.”

It is a most judicious test, again, because, l®pkey our Lord’s commandmentsge are doing that
which is most pleasing to Him, and will most glpifim. Some enthusiastic Methodist cries—

“Oh, what shall | do my Savior to praise?”
Listen, my brother, if you love your Savior, keefs ldommandments. This is all you have to do, and a
great all too. Among the rest, you may come anfidmized, while you are thus earnest to praise your
Lord. “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” Thésehe answer to every rapturous inquiry. Jesus
is more glorified by a consistent obedience to ¢tisimands than by the most extravagant zeal that we
can possibly display in what is only will-worshipecause He has never commanded it. If you wish to
break the alabaster box, and fill the house witeetvperfume; if you wish to crown His head withesdr
gems, the method is before you—"Keep My commandmeéiviou cannot do your Lord so great a fa-
vor, or, in the long run, bring to Him so real anbr, as by a complete, continual, hearty obedi¢mce
every one of His commandments.

Moreover, the Savior knew, when He bade us try test, “If you love Me, keep My command-
ments,” thait would prepare us for honoring and glorifying Himmany other wayRead the context,

“If you love Me, keep My commandments. And | willgy the Father, and He shall give you another
Comforter, that He may abide with you forever.” Yean greatly glorify Christ if you are filled witihe
Holy Spirit, but you cannot be filled with the Ho8pirit if you do not keep Christ's commandments.
The Spirit of God as a Comforter will come onlythese to whom He comes as a Sanctifier. By making
us holy, He will qualify us for being useful. Thengor says, “If you love Me, keep My command-
ments,” because we shall then obtain that divifiebgi which we can glorify His name. If there isyan
service which your love would aspire to, obedietacgour Lord is the way to it.

But, indeed, | need not stand here and argue. Vdtlfeéend is dying, and he asks you to prove your
love by such-and-such a deed, he may ask whatllse you give himcarte blanchelt may be the sim-
plest thing or the hardest thing, but if he wilepcribe it as a test of love, you will not tell himo. If
your wife should say to you, “You are going to joey far from me, and | shall not see you again for
many days, | beg you therefore to carry my portnaihin your watch-case,” you would not fail to do
so. It would be a simple thing, but it would bersalcto you. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper will rreve
be slighted by those whose hearts are fully possessth love to Jesus. They may seem trifles, but i
the Lord Jesus commands them they cannot be nedlebb leave off your wedding ring might be no
great crime, and yet no loving wife would do iteevso, none who regard outward ordinances as love
tokens will think of neglecting them. Ours is notask for reasons, ours is not to dispute abouttvene
the deed is essential or non-essential, ours adeéy right lovingly. Bridegroom of our hearts, salyat
You will, and we will obey You! If only You will sihe and strengthen us, nothing shall be impossible
great, nothing trifling if small.

lIl. Time has well-near gone, or we would dwell upontthed head, which we must now leave, on-
ly praying God to prove the truth of it. The thindad was this; TRUE LOVE WILL ENDURE THIS
TEST. “If you love Me, you will keep My commandmeritThis is the Revised Version, and | hope it
will be written out in capitals upon our revisedds! We will obey, we must obey, since we love Him
by whom the command is given.

Come then, brothers and sisters, as the time bas, det me say this much to you. If you love
Christ, set to work téind out what His commandments agtudy the Scriptures upon every point upon
which you have the slightest question. This saoradle must guide you.

Next, be always true to your convictiombout what Christ's commandments are. Carry thetrab
all hazards, and carry them out at once. It willnbeked to say, “Hitherto | have obeyed, but | $ls&dp
here.” We are committed to implicit obedience te tthole of the Master’s will, involve what it may.
Will you not agree to this at the outset? If youdddim, you will not delay.

Take note of every commandment as it concernslygume mention one or two, and beg you to
obey them as you hear them. “Go you into all theldy@and preach the gospel to every creature.bts n
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this a call to you, my brother, to be a missionadg?you hear it? Will you not say, “Here am |, send
me”? Another person has come into this house toriighof enmity, somebody has treated him very
badly, and he cannot forget it; | pray him to hiwer Lord’s command, “Therefore if you bring youftgi

to the altar, and there remember that your brdtlasranything against you; leave there your gifokeef
the altar and go your way; first be reconciled ¢oiybrother, and then come and offer your gift."dAn
again, “Little children, love one another.” If any you are in debt, obey this commandment, “Owe no
man anything, but to love one another.” If you eeglthe poor, and live in a miserly way, hear this
commandment, “Give to him that asks you, and fram tihat would borrow of you turn not away.” At
the back of all comes this, “If you love Me, keepy Rbommandments.” | might stay here all night, and
mention, one after another, the commandments whatld be especially applicable to each one of my
hearers, but | pray the Holy Spirit to bring alltips to your remembrance.

If there is a commandment which you do not relislnught to be a warning to you that there is
something wrong in your heart that needs settightrilf you ever quarrel with one of Christ's com-
mands, end that quarrel by especially attending beyond every other. Do as the miserly man did
when he conquered his avarice once for all. Heav@sristian, and he promised he would give a pound
to the church, but the devil whispered, “You needrymoney, do not pay.” The man stamped his foot,
and said, “I will give two.” Then the devil saidStrely you are going mad. Save your money.” The man
replied that he would not be conquered, he wowe gour pounds. “Now,” said Satan, “you must be
insane.” Then said the man, “I will give eight, ahgou don’t stop your tempting, | will give sixe,
for 1 will not be the slave of covetousness.” Thanp is to throw your whole soul into that very gut
wherein you are most tempted to be slack. Jesus mimesay, if you love Me, keep this commandment
or that, but out of love obey every command.

Many of you do not love my Lord Jesus Christ. ¥édaot preached to you, but that very fact should
make you thoughtful. Go home and consider thatptieacher said nothing to you because you do not
love the Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore cannep kdis commandments. Write down in black and
white—"| do not love the Lord Jesus Christlf it is really so, be honest enough to make a raftit,
and think it over. If you love Jesus, you may jdyfuvrite out, “I love the Lord Jesus. Oh for gratce
love Him more!” But if you do not love Him it wilbe honest to put it upon record. Write it boldlly,
do not love the Lord Jesus Christ.bok at it, and look again, and oh, may God théytEpirit lead you
to repent of not loving Jesus, who is the altogelbreely One, and the great lover of men’s soulk! O
that you may begin to love Him at once! Amen andeAm

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—JOHN 14.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—792, 809, 654.

FROM MR. SPURGEON AT MENTONE.

From beneath the bright skies of the Riviera theapher sends his hearty Christian love to all fiendls at the Taber-
nacle, and elsewhere. He has been requested td hepself weekly, and he does €l is well. Repose of mind and heart
will speedily restore the waste caused by the \sedrtear of perpetual ministry. May God’'s own bileg$e with those who
launch out into the deep, and let down their netsafdraught; and out of His immeasurable fullmasy the Lord also grant
a portion of blessing to those who have gone ouhef boats, and are mending their nets! Supjinavas offered for the
preacher, that he might leave all his many workhéhand of the Great Father, and have no anatebyt them. He does so
leave them; but he asks prayer that the Lord mayis® prosper them all to His own glory. Oh tlatevival would begin at
the Tabernacle while the preacher is away! Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .
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