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“And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shalllan the name of the Lord shall be delivered: for
in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverancas the Lord has said,
and in the remnant whom the Lord shall call.”
Joel 2:32.

| THOUGHT within myself, “What shall be the topiorfthe last sermon before | depart to my quiet
resting place?” Perhaps my sermons for the lastofialis long stretch of work may be my last alto-
gether, for life is very frail. When | hear of firene and then another in strong health being sugde
taken away, | am made to know the uncertainty fefih my own case. It is wiser to trust a spider’'s
cobweb than the life of man. Brethren, we live ba brink of eternity, and need behave ourselves as
men who will soon face its realities. We may haveald so far sooner than we think. So | said within
myself, “Shall | feed the flock of God in the riplastures of choice promise?” Truly it would haverbe
well to have done so, but then | thought of theysgheep; must | not go aftélem?The ninety-nine are
not in the wilderness, and therefore, | shall retdaving them in any danger. They are well folded
the Chief Shepherd will not forget them. God hasegithem to have life in themselves, and the green
pastures are with them in plenty, they can affordbé left alone better than the perishing ones.da3ut
for the wandering ones, can | leave them amongvilis and wolves? | have tried to bring them to the
great Bishop and Shepherd of souls, but they haveet returned; how can | forget them? How can |
endure to think of their being lost forever?

So I thought | would go out once more after thet mes hoping that the Lord would help me to find
them, even now, and bring them to Himself! | eatlyessk your prayers that a very simple gospel ad-
dress may be blessed of God to the immediate csioveof those among us who have long halted, and
are hesitating even unto this day. | could not helvesen for such a purpose a more suitable teid; it
one of the broadest declarations of gospel docthaecan be found in Holy Scripture.

| shall handle it in the plainest manner. In albobpractical surgery you do not look for figurefs
speech; all is plain as a walking stick; such wilf sermon be. | hand out the bread of heaven, and y
do not expect poetry from a bakery.

When the apostle Peter was preaching what | mkyhsainauguration sermon of the evangelical
era, he could do no better than go to Joel fotéxt See the second chapter of the Acts of thesAg®
He explained the wonders of the Pentecost by aemde to this prophetic passage. When Paul, in his
famous Epistle to the Romans, would set out th@ejas all its plainness, he could not do bettemth
guote in his tenth chapter, at the thirteenth veitsis same text, “For whosoever shall call upoa th
name of the Lord shall be saved.” If apostles fotimsl passage so suitable for the expression and co
firmation of their gospel message, what can | dofollow their wise example? How greatly do | hope
that a blessing will rest upon all here presentevhpreach upon this precious portion of Scripteneen
as a blessing rested upon the motley crowd in deEmmswhen Peter spoke to them! The same Spirit is
with us, and His sacred power is not in the leasirdshed. Why should He not convert three thousand
now, as He did on that occasion? If there is affjlit will not arise from Him, but from ourselves

Look at the connection of our text in Joel, and yall find that it is preceded by terrible warnsg
“I will show wonders in the heavens and in the lgdotood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. The shalls
be turned into darkness, and the moon into bloedfiorb the great and the terrible day of the Lord
come.” Nor is this all, this broad gospel statemsribllowed by words of equal dread. “Let the Heat
be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshafoindahere will | sit to judge all the heatherura
about. Put you in the sickle, for the harvest pericome, get you down; for the press is full, féis
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overflow; for their wickedness is great. The suml @&me moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall
withdraw their shining.” It was true of the propbtets of the apostles that, knowing the terrorshef t
Lord, they persuaded men. They were not ashamededear as a powerful motive with mankind. By
the prophet Joel the diamond of our text is plaiced black setting, and its brilliance is therely e
hanced. As a lamp is all the more valued when tgbktns dark, so is the gospel all the more pregiou
when men see their misery without it. To removerfnmen’s minds the salutary fear of punishment for
sin is to draw up the floodgates of iniquity. He avtloes this is a traitor to society. If men are not
warned of the anger of God against iniquity, thelytake license to riot in evil.

Certain modern teachers pretend that they areoate that, if they believed in the Scripturatdo
trine of eternal punishment, they could never s@gain. Poor sufferers! One is therefore led tqsap
that they are persons of superior piety, who ardesply in love with the souls of men that they pvee
over them day and night, and labor to bring themefgentance. We should expect to see in them a per-
petual agony for the good of their fellows, sinceyt judge themselves to be so qualified to instotict
ers in the art of compassion. But, my brethrenhaee not been able to discover in these sensigve p
sons any very hallowed sympathy with the ungodby,we have heard of their having communion with
the worldly in their sports rather than in theirreav for sin. | have not seen in these men whowees
the use of the terrors of the Lord any remarkalblegys of attracting men to Jesus by love. | have no
noted any special zeal in them for the conversiomen, either by tender arguments, or by any other
means. | question if they believe in conversiomlatOn the other hand, the seraphic evangelists wh
have journeyed around the earth to preach the yaamhave worn themselves down with evangelical
earnestness, are in all cases, men who feel tlssyree of the wrath to come. These, though snedred a
by the superfine delicates, have shown a tendertiowhich their judges are strangers.

He who speaks honestly concerning the judgmeoabmee is the man of the tenderest heart. He who
pleads with sinners, even to tears, usually dodsesause he believes that they will be everlastingl
ined except they repent. | do not believe that thoslern zeal to conceal the justice of God and thide
punishment of sin is accompanied by an overflovdgogpassion for souls; | fear that, on the contriry,
is little other than an incidental form of a flipgiaunbelief which treats all doctrines of God’s \Was
antiquated notions, deserving to be jested at by ofie@dvanced views. My brethren, the love of Jesus
did not prevent His warning men of future woe. Hiea aloud, amid a flood of tears, “O Jerusalem, Je
rusalem, how often would | have gathered your caidogether!” and He did not withhold the dreadful
fact—"Your house is left unto you desolate.” Theowtedge of the coming destruction of the city
awakened His sympathy, and He showed His pitybgatoncealing the dreadful future, but by warning
men of it. | venture to say that, so far as | haliserved, no man ever preaches the gospel atlasun
he has a deep and solemn conviction that sin wijpdnished in a future state in a manner mosijudt
terrible. Preachers gradually get further and fnrtiway from the gospel, and its atoning sacrifice,
proportion as they delude themselves with the ttlag after all, sin is a small matter, and its iphn
ment a questionable severity. Those also who loolaffuture opportunity for the impenitent may well
consider it to be of small consequence whether badieve in Jesus, or remain in unbelief. Such a tak
ing of things easy cannot suggest itself to me| toglieve in everlasting punishment. O my hearirs,
you do not fly to Jesus, you will be eternally Josihd this urges me to entreat you to be savedt Tha
blood and fire, that darkening sun and crimsonedmof which Joel speaks, awaken me to exhort you
to seek deliverance. That great white throne, Aeddtead sentence of Him that shall sit upon ignmwh
He shall say, “Depart from Me, you cursed, intorkasting fire, prepared for the devil and his asgel
all move me to persuade you to flee to Jesus. Tdrerét is my delight to come to you with a free,
broad, blessed, gospel promise, in the earnest thapéhose of you who are now in danger may aeonc
escape for your lives, and flee from the wrathdme.

With that preface | come to the handling of myttemoved by a burning desire that God may bless
it. First, notice that it contaires glorious proclamatior-“It shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call
on the name of the Lord shall be delivered.” Big itk accompanied with anstructive declarationto
which we shall give a measure of attention as fp@enits—"“In mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be
deliverance, as the Lord has said, and in the rabmlaom the Lord shall call.”

|. Listen, first, to THE GLORIOUS PROCLAMATION. As weave no time to spare, we will pro-
ceed at once to our theme.

The blessing proclaimed in our text is preciet¥Vhosoever shall call on the name of the Lord
shall be delivered,” or “shall bgaved.” Salvation is a very comprehensive blessing; itnisact, a con-
stellation of favors, a mass of mercies condenstda word. It is a gift which reaches from the dob
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hell to the gate of heaven. The salvation whichharee to preach to you at this time is salvatiomfro
sin in all senses of that term. It is a diamonchwmitany facets. You who dread the eternal consegsenc
of iniquity will be glad to learn that there is gafion from the punishment of sin—complete andreter
salvation. This is no small matter to a soul crasheneath a consciousness of guilt, and the céytain
that the necessary consequences of sin must belosening. The results of sin are not to be thougfht
without trembling. Verily, dismay may well take kobf the stoutest heart while reflecting upon the
judgment to come. We preach salvation from the terable woe which follows on the heels of sin.
Whatever may be the terrors of that tremendousfdayyhich all other days were made, we proclaim in
God’s name salvation from them all. Whatever mayhsegloom of that bottomless abyss, into which
the guilty shall sink forever, we are enabled toglaim complete deliverance from that endless fall—
salvation for every soul that believes in JesussClkine Lord. No form of accusation shall be drawymn
against the believer. No sentence of condemnatial sver be uttered against Him. Salvation sehds t
prisoner out of court completely cleared. All thenpl consequences of all sin shall be turned dode

all who by divine grace are led to call upon theneaof the Lord.

Salvation also delivers from the guilt of sin. Tihard is able to justify the ungodly so that helsha
be numbered with the righteous. Through the bldatksus He makes the filthy whiter than the snow.

He will not merely put away the sin itself, bul tle defilement that has come of it to your moral
manhood. O my hearer, all the injury which you halready inflicted upon yourself by sin, the Lord
can repair! Sin, even if it led to no penal consages, is a disease which destroys the beautyuwf yo
manhood, and makes us loathsome to the eye of Ged—aynd shocking to the view of our own con-
science, when we see ourselves by the light of &8girit in the glass of His Word. O you, on whose
foreheads the leprosy is white, we preach perfeatiig for you, a salvation which shall renovateiryo
nature, and make your flesh even as the fleshlitdeachild; as Naaman’s was when he came up from
the washing, having been obedient to the propleetiomand. Brethren, the salvation of the Lord re-
moves every injurious result of sin upon heart anold. Is not this a joy?

We also preach salvation from the power of sim. f8ids a nest in the carnal nature, but it hides
there as a thief; it shall not have dominion oveu,yfor you are not under law, but under grace. O
slaves, whose fetters clank in your ears, at tlusant you may be free! Whether the bonds are tbbse
drunkenness, or licentiousness, or worldlinesslespair, the Lord looses the prisoners. Jesusdms c
to break the manacles from your wrists, the fetbems your feet. If the Son shall make you freeyyo
shall be free indeed. He has come to set you fseédliness, for purity, for peace, for love. Helwi
bless you with newness of life; He will cause graxeeign in you unto eternal life. Salvation frdhe
power of evil is a gift worthy of God. This is tealvation that we preach; we proclaim immediatévelel
erance from the curse of sin, present rescue frmpower of sin, and ultimate freedom from the very
being of sin. To every man of woman born, is tlak/ation proclaimed, provided they will obey the
gospel command, which says—Ilook unto Christ, ané. [f'Whosoever shall call on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.” Happy herald who has suchoal@gmation to make! The gift is incalculably pre-
cious.

Further, notice, in the next place, tiia¢ time of this proclamation is presefur Peter tells us that
the time spoken of by the prophet Joel began atePest. WWhen the rushing, mighty wind was heard,
and the flaming tongues sat upon the disciplestifethen was the gospel dispensation opened its all
freeness. The Holy Spirit, who then came down tthe&as never returned; He is still in the midist o
the church, not working physical wonders, but peniaog moral and spiritual miracles in our midst,
even to this day. Today, through His power, futhigsion is preached to every repenting sinner,jtoda
is complete salvation promised to everyone thaiebe$ in Jesus. This day the promise stands true,
“Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord, lshalsaved.”

| put aside as altogether unscriptural the notiat the day of grace is past for any man who will
call upon the name of the Lord. If you will calpwy shall be heard, be the day what it may, yesjgho
it wane to the eleventh hour. The day of graceeigen past to any soul that lives, as long aswtiling
to believe in Jesus. | am not told to go and sayetlis grace for men up to a certain point, ancdbdy
that point there is none. No, there is no limitteethe willingness or ability of Christ to savese who
call upon His name. Who dares to limit the Holy (ridsrael in the deeds of His grace? As long as
faith is possible, salvation is possible. | have Mgster’s order to preach the gospel to every areat
He has said to His servants, “As many as you dimal| bid to the marriage.” We are bound to say to
everyone, “He that believes and is baptized shalsdved; but he that believes not shall be damned.”
Whether you are a child of ten, or a man of fifthave the same message for you. If you have liged
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be a hundred, the gospel promise still holds goegpite the lapse of years. The times of your igno-
rance God has winked at, but He now commands ail everywhere to repent. He graciously declares
of all who seek Him, “Him that comes to Me, | will no wise cast out.” Day of grace past, indeeds It
a whisper of Satan. Have nothing to do with thédeflaood, for still the Savior bids you come to Him
and live. Even at the ebb of life He cries, “Conoavnand let us reason together.”—

“Life is the time to seek His face:

Through life He freely gives His grace,

And while that lamp holds out to burn,

The vilest sinner may return.”

Whoever returns to the Father’s house shall firglad reception. If this very day, this"14f No-
vember, you call upon the Lord, you shall be sa¥&ad speaks by my mouth to you at this moment,
and declares that today,yibu will hear His voiceyour soul shall live. The proverb says, “There is no
time like time present,” and it speaks the truthe present moment is the best moment in your posses
sion. What other moment have you? Whosoever, atpgassing hour, calls upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved. This is a gospel well worth theaghéeng, blessed are our ears that we hear theljoyfu
sound!

Next, notice that, as the gift is precious, argltime is present, dbhe range of this proclamation is
promising It is full of good cheer to all who hear me thmy.“Whosoevershall call on the name of the
Lord shall be savedWhosoeverl am afraid lest anything | should say to expitésswidth of this word
should only narrow it, just as the man who triegxplain eternity always makes it seem much shorter
than we thought it to be, and so defeats his owpgae.“Whosoever.” There is in this word no fence,
or ditch, or boundary line. You are out upon theromountains of grace. In riding through Switzedlan
you will find gates put up here and there alongreed, for no reason that | could see but to tak an
worry travelers; many of the limits which are settlhie gospel proclamation answer no other purpose.
Down with these toll bars on the road to heaven!datenot and dare not discourage any man from call-
ing on the name of the Lord; the promise is to yang to your children, but it is also to all “treae afar
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall cédl.this matter there is no difference between Jed a
Gentile. “Whosoever” includes the slum people, etrenpoorest of the poor, but it does not exclinde t
carriage people, not even the richest of the fidfhosoever” beckons to the educated, and looksrfavo
ably upon the cultured and the refined; but nomelélss does it invites the illiterate, to whomledirn-
ing is an unattainable mystery. “Whosoever” hagger for babes, and an arm for old men; it has an
eye for the quick, and a smile for the dull.

Young men and maidenshosoevepffers its embrace to you! Good and bad, honorabldisrepu-
table, this “whosoever” speaks to you all with dquath! Kings and queens may find room in it, aal
may thieves and beggars. Peers and paupers smesaat in this word. “Whosoever” has a special
voicefor you,my hearer! Do you answer, “But | am an oddity”? f@éoever” includes all the oddities.
| always have a warm side towards odd, eccenttitpbthe-way people, because | am one myself, at
least so | am often said to be. | am deeply thdrfkfuthis blessed text, for if | am a lot unmemigal in
any other catalog, | know that this includes mam beyond all question under the shade of “whosoev-
er.” No end of odd people come to the Tabernaclesad my sermons, but they are all within the eang
of “whosoever.”

“Alas!” cries one, “| am dreadfully despondingarn too low-spirited, to be intended by the promise
of grace!” Are you? | do not believe it. “Whosoebvgoes to the very depths of despair, and up to the
heights of glory! “Alas!” murmurs another, “I am th®ad enough on account of my sin. | am of too-friv
olous a nature!” Very likely, but “whosoever” indesyou if you call on the Lordyou shall be saved.
You may go round the whole Tabernacle this mornamgl “whosoever” will include all the thousands
in it; after that you may hasten down the streats| tramp from end to end of London’s mighty area,
and never find one left out. You may then takewisb's ticket, and travel through Europe, Africend
Asia, till you have even traversed China and Jalyan. may sweep the southern seas, and search Aus-
tralia, and then come home by way of San Francid,in all that circular tour you will not have ime
man, woman, or child, whether white, or black, ed,ror yellow, or blue, or green, but what is encom
passed by the circle of this word “whosoever.” “V8bever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be
saved.” | hope | have not diminished the rangeheftext; certainly | have not intended to do sondi
that none of you shut the door in your own facesamt each one to come in, and find salvation aeon
For the time being you may forget the Negro, thd Relian, and the “heathen Chinese;” but | beseech

4 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 32




Sermon #1931 One More Cast of the Great Net 5

you do not forget to come to Jesus yourself. Cdimeyou may come, you should come, you must
come—

“None are excluded hence but those

Who do themselves exclude;

Welcome the learned and polite,

The ignorant and rude.

While grace most freely saves the prince,

The poor may take their share;

No mortal has a just pretense

To perish in despair.”

There is the text “Whosoever shall call on the nafnhe Lord shall be delivered,” or “saved.” Be-
lieve it, and obey it. It is a gracious gift; takeand be rich forever.

Furthermorethe requirement is very plaifiwhosoever shall call on the name of the LordduYdo
not need a library to explain to you how you carsheed. Here it is—"Call on the name of the Lord.”
This is “The Plain Man’s Pathway to heaven.” Yodl wbt need to go to the Sorbonne at Paris, nor to
the University of Oxford, to be tutored in the aftfinding salvation. Believe and live. Is not th@ain
enough? “Whosoever shall call on the name of thel Ishall be saved.” What does calling upon the
name of the Lord mean? To call on the name of threl Ineans, first, telieve in God as He reveals
Himself in ScriptureHis revelation of Himself is His “name.” If youake a god of your own, you have
no promise that he will save you; on the contrdgrypu make him, he will be good for nothing, foe h
will be less than yourself. If you are now willilg come to the light, and see the Lord as He dyspla
Himself in His own Word, then you shall know a gr&d and a Savior. You are not merely to believe
in a god, but in the living and true God; in Jehovdie God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, the
God and Father of our Lord and Savior Jesus Chifigbu accept Him as being what He states Himself
to be, in Him you shall find salvation. The pityibfis that the most of people in these days warshi
god of their own invention. They do not make angmaf clay, or of gold, but they construct a deity
their minds according to their own thoughts. Theyudly judge as to what God ought to be, and they
will not receive God as He really is. What is thig a god-making as gross as that which is perfdrme
by the heathen? What can be more wicked thanemattto imagine a better god than the one true and
living God? As the deity of your fancy has no eamste, | would not recommend you to trust in him.
There is one living and true God, and that livingdGias revealed Himself in the two Books of the Old
and New Testament. In these He is more clearly seanin His works of creation or of providenae.
this God you must trusgnd if you trust Him, He will not deceive you. @lised are all they that put
their trust in Him.” If you trust in “thought,” dfprogress,” or any other deity of your own makiygu
will perish; but if you rely upon the living God Heill not, cannot, forsake you. Trust in FathernSo
and Holy Spirit, and you shall be delivered! “Hattlbelieves on Him shall not be confounded.” A sim-
ple, child-like trust in God as He reveals HimselHis Word, and especially as He unveils Himself i
the blessed person of the Lord Jesus Christ, e g/ou. In the Lord Jesus dwells all the fullneisthe
Godhead bodily; trust in Him and you are saved.

To call on the name of the Lord also means to piidat is the idea which naturally arises to the
mind at the first sound of the word. You are losthe woods. What are you to do? You aredl for
help. “O God, hear my cry! Deliver me, for my trusin You!” If | compare you to a wandering sheep,
what can you do? You cannot find your way backh®fbld, the brambles hold you fast, and tear your
flesh. Well, you carbleat, and thus call for the Shepherd. Prayer—real, stndeelieving prayer will
never fail. The Lord has said, “Call upon Me in ttay of trouble, and | will deliver you.”

| recollect, in the time of my soul-trouble, hovived on this text for months. It only looks lile
lozenge, but it is made of the essence of meatitamtl sustain life for many a day. Try the poweiit.
“Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shalkaved.” | said to myself—*“I do call on His hame
and | will continue to call on His name; yes, gérish, | will pray, and perish only there!” Noddi call
upon the Lord in supplication in vain. He heard @] saved me. Blessed be His holy name! Praying,
believing, trusting, none can fail of salvation eTitequirement is very plain—"Trust and pray.”

And when you have done this, then remembertthatll upon the name of the Lord means also to
confess that nam&Ve read in the Old Testament, “Then began mexaticupon the name of the Lord.”
Not that they then first prayed, but they then Ipelgameet together avowedly to worship JehovahyThe
came out from among men, and named the sacred asurti&t of their God and Lord; declaring that,
whatever others did, they would serve Him. The Lagluires all saved ones to do this. You must con-
fess that the Lord is your God, and Jesus is yawd®s. You must say, “This God is our God forever
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and ever.” Our Lord put it, “He that believes asdaptized shall be saved.” Paul says, “With thethe
man believes unto righteousness, and with the moarifiession is made unto salvation.” You must, in
some way or other, confess your faith, and the West is that which the Lord has Himself ordained,
saying, “Thus it becomes us to fulfill all rightesmess.” No longer wishing to live without God, no
longer trusting to what you can see, and hear,damd/ou must henceforth place your whole reliance
upon God alone, and own the Lord as your God anldeFaNo man doing this shall be left to perish.
Out of temporal and eternal troubles you shall élevdred. God will help you all your life long ifoy
trust Him. “He shall cover you with His featheradaunder His wings shall you trust, His truth skl
your shield and buckler.” Whosoever trusts, prays] avows Himself to be on the Lord’s side, shall b
saved.

This requirement is simple enough, and | do netwhat less could be asked of any man. Would
you have a man saved who will not trust his GoduM/gou have a man forgiven who will not obey
his Lord? Has Christ come into the world to pangeour sin, and save us while we continue in rebel-
lion? God forbid! His grace is manifested to makelayal to God in everything, and walk before the
Lord in the land of the living. This also the H@ypirit works in us to will and to do.

| will spend a minute or two in reminding you thas the requirement is plain, 8@ assurance of
blessing is positiveé'Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lelall be delivered,” or “saved.” In
this there are no provisos and perhaps’. The texibt a bare hope, but a solemn assertion. If yu b
lieve, poor soul, though you are altogether a nods#, you shall be saved! Do you not see how gure
is? God, who cannot lie, pledges His word to y@ak your soul on it. Indeed, there is no risk. Timdy
hope | have this day is in the promise of my faitf&od which He makes to those who call upon His
name. | dare not rest anywhere else, but on His Wward. | gladly venture my eternal all. How cabét
that a sincere trust in God’s own promise can &eerejected of the Lord? Sitting by the bedsida of
dying man, who was resting in Christ even as | bagid to myself—Suppose we, who trust alone in
Jesus, should perish, what then? Why, it wouldobiaé everlasting dishonor of the Lord in whom we
trusted. We would lose our souls certainly, butwéaild lose His honor. Think of one of us being able
to say in hell, “I trusted in the boasted Saviaid, and rested myself on God, and yet | am |&it$,
heaven itself would be darkened, and the crownlgwafeGod would lose their luster, if that couldcen
be the case! But it cannot be. If you trust inlteed God Almighty, He will save you as surely as isle
God. No one shall ever think better of God thandd®©pen your mouth as wide as you will and He will
fill it.

And now, to wind up as to the proclamation, rementhat, although it is so far-reaching as to em-
brace a wide world of believers, yieis a personal message to yatthis hour. “Whosoever” includes
yourself,and if you see it from the right angle, it pectfidooks atyou You,calling upon God, shall be
savedyou even YOU! Friend, | do not know your name, norlseed to know it, but | mean this word
for you Youshall be saved ioucall upon the name of the Lord. “Ah!” you say,wish my name was
written down in the Bible.” Would it comfort you all? If it were written in the Scripture, “Charles
Haddon Spurgeon shall be saved,” | am afraid | khoat get much comfort out of the promise, for |
should go home, and fetch out the London Directand see if there was not another person of that
name, or very like it. How much worse would it loe the Smiths and the Browns! No, my brethren, do
not ask to see your name in the inspired volume bleucontent with what you do see, namely, your
character! When the Scripture says, “Whosoevenl gannot shut yourself out of that. Since it istwri
ten, “Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lshdll be saved,” call on that name, and grasp the
blessing. Despair itself can scarcely evade thefaxarof this blessed text. O Holy Spirit, the Comiéo,
seal it upon each heart!

But perhaps you have not called upon the nameaeot.ord. Then begin at once. Cry, “Lord, have
mercy upon me!” and cry after that sort immediatélyou have never prayed, pray now. May God the
Holy Spirit lead you to call upon the name of therd. at this exact moment, without waiting to go
home, or to get into another room! Though you haeneer believed in the Lord Jesus before, believe in
Him now. If this is the first breath of faith thgdu have ever breathed, the promise is as sureu@y it
is to those of us who have known the Lord thesty fgears. “Whosoever shall call on the name of the
Lord shall be saved,” is a word to a carelesseliho has never prayed in his life.

O my hearer, the text speaks to you. How | wisbdld get at you, take you by the hand, and hold
you till I had made you think! | remember when MRichard Weaver preached at Park Street Chapel, in
his younger days, he came down from the pulpit, @mdover the pews to get at the people, that he
might speak to them individually, and say, “Yourida*You,” and “You.” | am not nimble enough on
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my legs to dahat, and | do not think | should try it if | were yousg but | wish | could, somehow or
other, come to each one of you, and press home tilad tidings of great joyfou,my dear old friend,
it meansyou! You,young woman, over there to the right, it megog! You,dear child, sitting with your
grandmother, it meangou! “Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord Ishal saved.” O Lord,
bless this word to every unconverted person to wh@omes!

Il. I could almost wish to close with this soft mudiat | dare not maim a text. | will deal with the
second part of it with exceeding brevity, but lelaot silence it altogether. The second portiothef
text contains AN INSTRUCTIVE DECLARATION. “It shaltome to pass that whosoever shall call on
the name of the Lord shall be delivered.” That whandantly fulfilled at Pentecost, for on that day
great multitude believed, and was baptized, and s@agd; thus those who called on the name of the
Lord were delivered. But listen, “In mount Zion amdJerusalem shall be deliverance.” This also was
literally true; the first preaching of the gospehato the Jews at Jerusalem itself. Salvation dame
mount Zion, and to the city of the great King. Tihantain for sin and for uncleanness was opened at
Jerusalem.

There is something about that fact which strikeswary solemnly this morning, for though this de-
liverance came to some, yet the city was totallstged. The kingdom of heaven came near them, but
they put it away, and they were overthrown witlearful destruction. The Jews had long been outward-
ly the Lord’s chosen people, but in a measure Hedast them off, for the Romans ruled the land, and
they in their willful blindness crucified their Kgn The favored nation nailed the Messiah to the, aad
yet to Jerusalem sinners, salvation was first predcSalvation was of the Jews, and by Jews it was
brought to us Gentiles. Sad calamity that they khbring us life, and yet as a nation sink dowspar-
itual death!

Notice that the prophet says, “In mount Zion amderusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord has
said.” He promised deliverance, and He sent it ating to His word; iftheywould not have it, He sent
it as He said, and their blood was on their owndeeahen they refused it. The Lord went to the full
length of His mercy in sending salvation to thasaders of iniquity, who with wicked hands had cruci
fied their own Messiah.

As a result of the Lord’s goodness, a remnant sea®d. Notice it, “and in the remnant whom the
Lord shall call.” A remnant did call upon the Laadd live. Those eleven that stood up at Penteandt,
bore witness to the resurrection, were all Jewd, tanse who met in the upper room, when the Holy
Spirit came down, were Jews; this was the remrgitthe solemn thought is that it was only a rentnan
of God’s favored people. Centuries of visitatiopgyphets, miracles, yet only a remnant saved! God’s
Shekinah shining out among them, and yet only aneethobedient! The very Christ of God born of
their nation, and yet only a remnant saved! To daig we utter the truth when we sing—

“You chosen seed of Israel’s race,

A remnant weak and small.”
The Jewish church is a very insignificant portidrthee Jewish people. The apostle tells us thathigt
present time there is a remnant according to thetieh of grace,” and Isaiah says, “Except the Lafrd
hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, weilshbave been as Sodom, and we should have been
like unto Gomorrah.” Poor Israel, poor Israel'! Mdatored for many an age and yet only a remnant
brought to call upon the saving Lord! Many comenirdistant lands, and sit down with Abraham, and
Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of God, but th&lien of the kingdom are cast out into outer dark-
ness—all but a mere remnant.

To my mind it is most instructive to notice thaea that remnant never called upon the name of the
Lord until the Lord called upon them—*The remnarttom the Lord shall call.” We all of us need a
miracle of grace to make us perform the simplechcialling upon God. This was manifestly true ie th
case of Israel, for as a nation it rejected Je$iamareth, and only a few were converted by thegro
of the Holy Spirit. But whether Jews or Greeks, ave similarly depraved, and unless effectual agllin
shall call us out of our natural state, the vest thing that we shall ever do shall be to coméesus,
and to rest in Him. Unhappy condition, to refuse lighest good!

Believing Jews are a remnant to this day, and behg and there is one called by grace. You say,
“What have we to do with that?” We have much tondth it. Let us pray for our Lord’s own country-
men. Let us labor for them. This also let us doukelearn from their fall. O you that are childreh
godly parents, you that habitually attend placesafship, you who sit in this house of prayer yafer
year—you are much in the same position as IsraelddfYours are the outward privileges; will you re
ject the hopes which they set before you? My fedest you should get so accustomed to hearing the

Volume 32 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 7




8 One More Cast of the Great Net Sermon #1931

gospel that you should think that mere hearinghsugh. | tremble lest you should grow so habituated
to the externals of religion that you should bedd&aall the internal parts of it, and only a reminaf

you should be saved. Think of the multitudes inl&nd who hear the gospel, and of the comparatively
few who are called by grace to come and believlgus Christ. It is sorrowful to think of the breradf
gospel grace and the narrowness of man’s acceptdmicd he feast is great; the guests are feveel an
ocean of mercy without a shore, and on it theratfi@an ark wherein but few are saved. Shall it gdwa
be so? Oh, come, and receive the gift of free grialees! | see men sunk in the darkness of unbedietl
only a remnant rising to the light of faith! Altadper, in this London, out of four or five millionsje
have not half a million at worship at any one tirfelt of that half million, how many do you thinkear
real Christians? Truly, it is a remnant still. @at you and | may be of that remnant!

Let us further pray the Lord to gather in the nwdte, and so to accomplish speedily the number of
His elect. Oh, that He would not only magnify tlevereignty of His grace, but reveal the largendss o
it! Oh, that He would give the well-beloved Jesos¢e of the travail of His soul till He is satsfl O
Lord, the oxen and the fatlings are killed, andtlaithgs are ready; let it not be again reported tihase
who are bidden are not worthy! Or, if it is so, lleaus to go out into the highways and hedges and
compel the outcasts to come in, that the wedding beafurnished with guests! Go forth, you messen-
gers of Christ, into all the world! Rise up, my thrers and sisters, from this service, and go fater
one of you, to call in as many as you find; yessdampel them to come in! May the Lord cause that in
London, and in Britain, there may be deliveraness,ynay His salvation be made known unto the ends
of the earth! Amen.

LETTER FROM MR. SPURGEON

TO MY BELOVED FRIENDS AT THE TABERNACLE—I send yoane and all my most hearty salutations. After a
fellowship continued through a third of a centumthout even a moment’s coolness, we are not diVideheart when parted
as to bodily presence. My last remembrances oT &ernacle are among the brightest of my life. &&sIthan seventy per-
sons were added to our membership on the last 8abhaone, quite a little church by itself; and the very last Sunday
you gave grandly, so as to make up the large suimhwhias behindhand in the Weekly Offering. It wasadble effort, and
thoroughly successful. Over two such events we rapjce together. | pray that some signal markle$&ing may be given
to each of you at once. What shall it be? Shaibitbe the revival of the church, the salvatioryafir households, and the
growth of grace in all your hearts! The Lord graiitthree of these special favors, and all els¢ Hia Spirit leads you to
desire!

To the host of friends who read the sermons—Mgdaicongregation consists of multitudes whom | haeeer seen.
But | know full many of you from your kind lettef thanks, and from the large amount of help towathed Lord’s work,
which you have sent me. Doubtless, thousands ofayeunot even known to me in either of these wagd, yet you remem-
ber me in prayer when the Lord blesses the sermmgeu. Accept my Christian love at this time, gy@mit me to ask a
double interest in your prayers just now, when Iteying to take in fresh supplies for another yddre weekly sermons are
continued, whether | am at home or not, for | hpepared several of my evening discourses for patitin. | should be
glad if you could use some little effort to incredble circulation of the weekly sermons. It is weridl that they should have
been issued regularly for thirty-two years; forrsens are not according to the literary taste ofrtfay. The largeness of
their acceptance leads me to hope that others migfit by them, if they were introduced to theatice. Those who cannot
preach the gospel themselves may yet do substaetiaice by placing in the hands of others a sermloich the Lord has
already used for good. Please do me this kindness.

In any case, let us unite in earnest prayer fersgiread of true religion in every place, and therthirow of error in eve-
ry form. Your loving servant, for Christ’s sake,

C. H. SPURGEON.
November 20, 1886.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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