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“Therefore they sought again to take Him: but He @gped out of their hand, and went away again
beyond Jordan into the place where John at firstdiized; and there He abode.
And many resorted unto Him, and said, John did norecle:
but all things that John spoke of this man were #uAnd many believed on Him there.”
John 10:39-42.

BECAUSE our Savior's reasoning was unanswerablegréiffore the Jews sought again to take
Him.” When men are convinced against their williew the heart struggles against the head, it ysuall
happens that they turn persecutors. If they caanstver holy arguments with fair reasoning, they can
give hard answers with stones. If you cannot dgdtte reasoning, you may, perhaps, destroy the rea-
soner, and this naturally suggests itself to tharthehich is rendered cruel by obstinate unbelit.
who hates truth soon hates its advocate. You muistonsider yourself to have been unsuccessful in
your proofs when your opponent waxes angry at thmarhaps it is your success which has startled his
conscience, and rendered it necessary for him ¢orbe malicious to retain his obstinacy. Yet it is a
very wretched business when a man knows that in&asg, and therefore attacks the person who has
convinced him. Do | address any person here whihdrsecret of his heart, is well aware that thas=h
tian faith is true, and therefore derides it, iderto be able to resist its influence? Do | speakny
man here who has felt the ground clean gone frodeuhim, and therefore has flown in the face of the
teaching which has unsettled him? Will he not, ae@asible man, quit his unjustifiable position, and
candidly yield to the force of truth? It is a dedjrag thing to be willfully shutting one’s eyes teetlight,
and cursing the sun for shining. Oh, that suchragrewould have grace! Let me even say—oh, that he
would have sense enough to see that this cannatdade and right method of procedure! Oh that he
would yield himself to those blessed influencesahhi trust, will this morning operate upon his atin

When our Savior found that there was nothing taldxee with the bigoted Jews, but that all He said
and did only provoked more furious opposition, ldeaped out of their hand, and went away. He knew
when to speak, and when to refrain. Divinely guided neither fled as a coward, nor rashly pushed on
where nothing could be gained. Determined oppasiticone quarter is sometimes an intimation to the
preacher that he had better labor elsewhere. Wieeahannel is blocked up by rocks we had better ste
in another direction. If we have found no son odigeeto welcome us as the messengers of God, it may
be time to shake off the dust of our feet againstviolent rejecters of the truth, and open our msn
sion in another quarter. If we fail in the firsiape, we may in the second find that the Lord hashmu
people in the city. The Savior left the infuriatéelws of Jerusalem, and went to a place of retiremen
thus illustrating His own words, “When they perdecyou in this city, flee you unto another.”

But though our Lord left the obstinate, He nevesised to do good. He did not say, “It is of no fur-
ther use to preach and plead; | am, thereforegdraway to Bethabara, by the lonely Jordan, anidl | w
warn the people no more.” No, rather, as many teddo Him there, He went on with His teaching, and
in that place many believed on Him. If, my deartbeo, speaking in Christ's name, you find that you
have no place in such and such a town, it may eeSgrit's will that you should remove to a people
who will receive you. Possibly in a place which mises less you may gain more. Bethabara may yield
converts when Jerusalem only yields persecutord.l@s ways of changing the position of His servants
for His own glory, and for the building up of Hisiwrch. As one has well said, “The flight of Christ
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from men in one place may cause the flight of seamlslim in another.” Though Jesus withdrew from
the stones which filled the hands of angry Jewswidet to that place where John had said, “God lis ab
of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.”

| think that this somewhat obscure incident of dord’'s abiding in Bethabara, though seldom
preached upon, may be made exceedingly profitablistMuch prayer has been offered that many may
believe on the Lord Jesus this morning in this koofsprayer, and it seems suitable, thereforejdo d
course upon the words, “Many believed on Him tHere.

I. The first remark | shall make is, that when mendwel in Jesus Christ IT IS VERY PLEASANT
TO KNOW THE PLACE where they believed; thereforatisecorded by inspiration that “many be-
lieved on Himthere.” | do not say it is essential for a man to knowpteee where he believed in Jesus;
it is not at all essential. It is not necessarydqrerson’s life for him to know where he was boset, |
am glad that | know my birthplace, and | am happyemember the humble spot. If anybody were to
say to you, “Do you know where you were born?” god were forced to answer “No,” would you ex-
pect him to say, “Then you are not alive™? If he day so, it would be a very bad argument, as you
would be able to prove at once by letting him de# you were far from non-existence, and so, if you
cannot state where you were converted, nor whenmgre converted, do not fret about it. A far more
needful inquiry is—Are you converted? Do you bediedn the Lord Jesus Christ? Are you indeed born
from above by the Spirit of God? If so, it is by means essential that you should know the placieor
means, or the hour. Still, it is very interestimghte able to point out the place of our new biftam
thankful to be able to do so, and many others adrasglad that they have an equally vivid memory of
the spot whereon they stood when they passed feathdinto life. “Yes,” you can say, “I believed on
Him there.” Happy place! Holy place! Some of us know the $pat yard where we looked unto Christ,
and felt our burden of sin loosed from our weargudtiers. Standing in one of the halls of the Orphan
age is the very pulpit from which | savingly he#neé gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though | have
reverence for relics of any sort, yet a flood ddtgful memories flows before me as | look uponpiag-
form whereon stood the unknown brother who poimtedto Jesus. Who he was | shall never know till
the Day of Judgement, but the text, “Look unto M &e you saved, all the ends of the earth,” was th
voice of God to my soul. It is an interesting thilogknow where you were converted. May the Taber-
nacle prove to be the birthplace of a multitudeyai, that we may continue to say, “Many believed on
Him there.”

What was there particular about the retired piacehich our Lord, on this occasion, gathered so
many disciples? What was there about the placerttkyordan where John at first baptized?

It was a placevhere divine ordinances had been obserV&te place where John at first baptized;
and many believed on Him there.” Where the Lordlksyed, we may hope to see him revealed. We are
not among those who condemn others for their mestatbout outward ordinances, but yet we do not
look upon erroneous practices without sincere tegmnel apprehension. If the ordinance of baptism is
altered, applied to the wrong subjects, practicean unscriptural manner, and used for unwarranted
purposes, it is a serious error, and will be sare day or other, to lead to other errors of gtidater
importance. Disobedience on this point may even hewrieving the Spirit of God, and restraining His
sacred operations. We must be careful to keep rifieances as they were delivered unto us. We may
not tamper with royal statutes. It is forbidden rewe batter a penny which bears the king’s facenupo
and it is far worse to alter an ordinance whiclstemped with divine authority. “Whatsoever He says
unto you, do it,” was the word of the blessed \firgoncerning her Son, and it was a good word, worth
to be spoken in the ear of the entire Christiarraulf a Church labors to keep the ordinancesasy t
were delivered, and endeavors to follow in theksaaf Christ’s teaching and example, it may hope to
receive the divine blessing. At any rate, one redeothe withdrawal of the Spirit of God is gorasd
one reason why the Lord Jesus should bless the iwgrkesent. Oh that in this place, where we have
baptized many into the name of the Father, anti@fSon, and of the Holy Spirit, we might meet with
an abundant blessing! In keeping His commandméet® tis great reward. Outward ordinances cannot
secure a blessing, but the spirit of obedience wheads to a careful observance of them according t
the divine command is a blessed fruit of the Spithere John baptized, and Jesus submitted thus to
fulfill all righteousness, we find a spot whichsigited for a divine revival.
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Secondly, remember, this Bethabara was the pldae faithful preaching concerning Jesus had
been heardFor this John who baptized also preached thegjadpepentance. He laid great stress upon
that part of the gospel which prepares men forctimaing kingdom. Where repentance has been thor-
oughly preached, | believe that many will come eétidve in Jesus Christ. Jesus fitly followed Jadmmg
faith will follow readily where repentance has bekaroughly preached and explained. The plow must
lead the way, and then it is good sowing. We must $end in the sharp needle, and then the silken
thread will be drawn after it. There must be a raea®f conviction of sin before there will be afioly
acceptance of the great sin offering. John hadcpezhrepentance. “Oh,” you say, “but John was dead.
Yes, but he being dead yet speaks. There weretdhessof the brook to which John had pointed, and
the reeds shaken of the wind to which he could negdikened. There was the river Jordan still flogv
on, fit emblem of the stream of grace which washeay the sin of the repentant. The good which men
have done lives after them. Herod had cut off Jelm@ad, but he had not silenced John’s voice. From
the wilderness there still came the cry, “Repent: yor the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” A hallowe
influence lingers about the scenes of faithful lsb@and | wonder not that our Lord sought retiremen
where every ripple of the river repeated the Béptiestimony. From scenes like these the churdh wi
be recruited with new disciples.

What fine preaching was that of John! He did noanie, but all things that he spoke concerning Je-
sus were true. He spoke of one that was coming hiite, who was preferred before him, the laces of
whose shoes he was not worthy to unloose. He spbkém in terms so plain that the gospel preacher
of today, in the full light of the Spirit of Godannot find better language—"“Behold the Lamb of God,
which takes away the sin of the world.” No wondsattmany believed on Jesus there, where the savor
of such a ministry lingered in men’s minds! The plagion of the country round about had been saturat
ed with such teaching as this, and they had ngotten, although they might not thoroughly have ac-
cepted, what the last of the prophets had declaréukir hearing. The true Elijah that was for time
had so spoken as to fix his words in men’s memadikeswell-fastened nails. Brethren, wherever there
has been earnest preaching we may expect that wilirhelieve in the Lord Jesus Christ before long.
Let no faithful preacher’s heart be faint withimhiChrist is not preached in vain; you have nonfeu
to the Lamb of God for nothing. Even should you di¢éhout seeing it, there will come another after
you who will reap a harvest from the seed which filaue sowed. Hidden truth will break out all of a
sudden, and it shall be said, “Many believed on Ithare.”

As for the place wherein we stand, | can solenasyert that | have with all my heart preached to
you the gospel of the grace of God. If a thousardgns were to believe in Jesus this morning |lshou
not be in the least surprised, for this | surelg ckim, that to the best of my knowledge and gbilli
have these many years preached nothing among yahdgross of Christ. I, too, have cried, “Behold
the Lamb of God, which takes away the sin of theldvbl have endeavored to point out to you Him
whose shoe laces | am not worthy to unloose. | lmaged that He might baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and with fire. Many saints have joined mehat earnest prayer. If at Bethabara many believed
Him there,we may expect that many will believe on Hirere.

The next remark about the place is this; it wap@where God had borne witness to His Son Jesus
Jesus had come to be baptized by John, and whevakldaptized He came up straightway out of the
water, and the heavens were opened, and the 8gatended upon Him like a dove, while a voice said,
“This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleasetihe Holy Spirit is known to go where He has
gone before, and where the Father has borne witagshrist once, we may expect Him to bear witness
again. Where Jesus was anointed for his lifewoeksihot was hallowed. Where the Divine voice sound-
ed forth, not through a prophet, but distinctly ofitheaven, we might look for other displays of God
Where God has spoken He will speak again. Has oot $poken to your soul in this Tabernacle? My
brothers and sisters, has not God often borne gstt@ His Son in your hearts and consciences  thi
beloved house of prayer? Not only has Christ be¢rfosth visibly crucified among you, but the attes
ing voice of God’s Holy Spirit has been heard witlgpur spirits, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in
whom | am well pleased.” Therefore let us hope thfathis house it shall be said again and again,
“Many believed on Hinthere.”
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Once more; not only was this a very interestingt $p our Lord Jesus Christ, but Bethabara was also
very interesting to the leaders of the little bavitb accompanied Him, it was the plagkere the Lord’s
first disciples had been woithey heard John speak, and followed Jesus. Juthdames and Andrew
and Peter had been there brought to Jesus, araincethers also had joined the chosen band. To visi
the place of their own spiritual birth would cawsesnewal of their vows, and act as an encouragemen
to persevere in winning others. Brethren, we fexddiul that God will bless others in the place weher
He has blessed us, in the place where Peter amdahahAndrew have been found, it is to be hopet tha
other Peters and Johns and Andrews will be diseovéhere solid stones have been quarried, there
remains much more material which may yet be bro@gth. Eternity alone shall tell how many souls
have been born to God in this house. We have dgtiegjistered nearly eleven thousand persons, who
have come forward and confessed their faith, amegbthis church, but these are only a small pfart o
the whole, for great numbers come here and retuthe country, and unite with other churches. My
brethren, if the Lord has found you out in thisgalayou will cry day and night unto Him that others
may be found of Him also. Sit in your pews this mong and say, “Lord, | believed on You in this
place; therefore | pray You this day grant that ynatihers may do the same, and may it be said, ‘Many
believed on Jesus in the Tabernacle.”

| suppose it was a lovely quiet spot by the barfkhe Jordan, with only a little village or hamlet
named Bethany, close by. The word Bethany wasealty Origin into Bethabara, | suppose for distinc-
tion’s sake. It really was Bethany, and so our Load two Bethanys. It was there, in a rural rettieat
many believed on His name. O hills of Piedmont, nvkiee Vaudois preached the Christ amidst your
valleys, it may be said of you, “Many believed omHhere!” O mosses and hillsides of Scotlandhim t
Covenanting times, many believed on Him there! Tradk so exceedingly proud, O you cathedrals or
you great tabernacles, for many have believed sasJey the highway side, out on the village green,
under the spreading oak. Out in the desert of gontRrance, where men fled for their lives to hbar
gospel, many believed on Jesus. In what place ¢alesus triumph? He needs no Solomon’s temple,
no, in its porch He finds quibblers, but yondertbg willows of the Jordan He finds a people that be
lieve on Him. Go forth, you heralds of the cross] @reach the gospel everywhere beneath the arch of
heaven. At the corners of the street or on theitiél publish the proclamation of the Great King. the
trees of the woods sing out and the inhabitanth@frock sing. In all ears proclaim the gospel, iy
river, sea, and plain it shall be said, “Many batié on Himthere.” Thus we have seen that it is pleasant
to note the place where we first believed in Jesus.

II. Secondly, IT IS VERY INSTRUCTIVE TO NOTE THE TIME lven persons are led to faith.
Many believed on Him there and then—when He waagimeg at the place where John first baptized.

As | have said, some of you do not know when yelielied, but you know that ydwavebelieved,
and that knowledge is quite sufficient. Still, stinteresting to know when you believed. Let usisee
there were not certain noteworthy circumstancesutabite season of the conversion of these many.
When was it?

First, it wasafter a time of very great and obstinate oppositibhe Savior could make nothing of
these quibbling Jews, they were so desperatelygiogd against Him, that He turned away from them
to more hopeful spirits. No sooner does He crossritrer than we read that “many believed on Him
there.” So great a difference may we find in a faeiles and a few hours. Opposition is no sign of de-
feat, but the contrary. When the devil roars, lhiésause his kingdom is being shaken, or he igafmat
it will be shaken. It should not depress us wherseea bitter spirit awakened; it should grievéousee
men opposing the truth, but it should not leadoualistain from spreading it. In the face of inteope
position our eyes should sparkle—

“With that stern joy which warriors feel

In foemen worthy of their steel.”
In the name of God expect victory. Now the foe abes to the fight the Lord has delivered him into
our hands. Hear how David puts it, “They compassedabout like bees, they are quenched as the fire
of thorns: for in the name of the Lord | will desgrthem.” Have but confidence in God, and all Wi
well. Nothing is worse than stagnation. The stalidifference of a thoughtless age is hard to detd,w
but there is some little hope of a people who watlist you. Take courage from the blackening dofvn o
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the darkness, and hope that very soon you wiltlseelawn of a better day. “Be you steadfast, unmova
ble, always abounding in the work of the Lord, &srmuch as you know that your labor is not in vain
the Lord.” If today men take up stones to stoneGhest, tomorrow hearts of stone may be turned to
flesh, and we may hear that “Many believed on Hiere.”

The next point which is worthy of thought is tilaé time when these believed wasime of calm,
unbroken quietudeThe Savior was abiding at Bethany beyond Jordad, there He found a resting
place. | suppose there was a ferry there, andibyntbeans our Lord crossed to the other side ofithe
dan, into a lone spot where He could feel safe fquibblers. Those who came there came with the de-
sire to hear and learn; they resorted to Him, aetevprepared to hear thoughtfully. Some persons may
be converted through those who strive and cry ause their voice to be heard in the streets, blat |
not think the best minds are won in that mannenv@csion of a solid character is effected in a more
solid way. Solemn thought and consideration arentr@dthiest for gospel preaching. One of the father
has a famous sermon upon this text in which hesdedh women, and speaks of them as having so
much more time for retirement and quiet than men, Ize thinks that this is one of the reasons why so
many of them believe in proportion to men. Men limehe noise of public life, and so grow worldly,
and forget the Lord, but women are more often almgwalk in quieter places, and we may, therefore,
expect to see more of them turning to God. Cestaanl opportunity to think is a great privilege toya
man or any woman, and these people at Bethabdreerdel from the noise and clamor of Jerusalem
and its priests and sectaries, were able to wdighckaims of Jesus, and were led to decide for Him.
Give me the riverside, away from the rush of fashand | will preach with great hopefulness.

They began to speak of John. Do you wonder? It thasnatural topic to discuss upon the spot
where John at first baptized. “John did no mirablg, all things that he spoke concerning this manew
true,” therefore this Man is the Messiah. This is &f whom John said, “Who coming after me is pre-
ferred before me: for He was before me.” | thank@od most heartily for giving us quiet worship. We
are not dull and sleepy, but we are not excitedranisly. | am glad to hope that some men are coedert
to God amid war, and earthquakes, and pestilerutd,dm inclined to be suspicious of that kind ohe
version, for fear it should die with its cause. W&&l an earthquake in Essex some time ago, anein th
little towns everybody went to the place of worsthipt week. | asked one of the ministers of a oerta
village in Essex how they were getting on now finaky Essex had once more settled down. “Oh,” he
said, “we are as dead as ever. We need an earth@vaky week to wake us up.” If that had not been
true of Essex | am sure it is true of other pladésmt which is born with fear dies with fear, butr Gav-
ior, in the calm of the hamlet by the river's bamistilled the truth into thoughtful minds. The dan
rolled between Him and His adversaries; no distucbaof the peace was to be feared; those who came
to Him were sincere inquirers, and our Lord, theref preached with great success, and “many believe
on Him there.” A time of calm thoughtfulness andge of mind should suggest to us the propriety of
setting our house in order towards God and conisigléhe claims of the Lord Jesus. If you are ttag d
free from care, free from labor, free from frehdseech you, calmly judge of your condition ashi® t
world to come of which we speak. Think of the SérGod, see whether He is not worthy of your im-
mediate confidence, judge whether it is not a dagrace to your soul wherein it would be wise te be
lieve in Jesus.

This time when many believed wagime of great desire for hearinget me read it, “Many resort-
ed unto Him, and many believed on Him there.” Yanrwot catch fish where there are none, but when
the fish come swarming up to the net, we may hbpedome will be taken in its meshes. We cheerfully
hope that when men flock to hear the gospel soiebelieve it. When | see the vast crowds flooding
this place like a sea, | hope it will not all beviain. When men are as eager to enter the hoysepér
as others are to get into a theater, surely wehmag that God means to bless them. Oh that Goddwoul
bless the multitudes that contend for standing raorthese aisles! To what purpose does He incline
them to come here if it is not that they shoulddwd and live? May it be said of this house, ndyon
that many resorted to it, but that they resortediesus, not only that they heard of Him, but thaytbe-
lieved in Him.

What else shall | say as to this time when martigwed in Jesus? | will say nothing else except tha
it was a time of which nothing else need be sahny believed on Him there.” Blessed is that age

Volume 32 Tell someone today how much you love g&3rist. 5




6 A Cheering Incident at Bethabara Sermon #1924

which has no history, but more blessed is thatadgehich this is the history, “Many believed on Him
there.” Happiest of days in which many believed@sus! Brightest of spots of which it is said, “Man
believed on Him there!” The most honorable recdrdroy house of prayer will be this, “Many believed
on Him there.” | am praying that this may be theechere today. | began the morning with this prayer
and my dear brethren, the deacons and elders, thiegrcame in to pray with me before | ventured on
this platform, pleaded for the same thing. Only anée has sounded from the harp of our prayes, it i
this—"“Oh that many may this day believe in the Ldesus Christ! Oh that this second Sabbath of Oc-
tober may be marked, not only by the fall of thaf|dut by the Lord Jesus Christ gathering ripét,fru
which shall be the reward of the travail of His K&/hy should it not be so? Why should it not b&lsa
today, “Many believed on Hirthereandthen?”

lll. We now make a third remark, which is this, IT ISEERING TO OBSERVE THE FACT IT-
SELF. We have noticed the place and the time, hesda are of secondary consequence, it is most
charming to observe the fact—"Many believed on Him.

This fact wasa great refreshment to our dear Savior's heado not say that John tells us so, but |
do think that from the style of his writing in thi@ssage it looks so. There is an air of quietiaeiathe
passage. He writes, “And there He abode.” He seamhédme there, He could rest at Bethabara, be-
cause many believed on Him there. He must have Weemded when the inhabitants of His Father’s
city again and again took up stones to stone HihHg was pleased to see the plain country fol&kflo
to hear Him. When the polished citizens rejectethHvhen the wise Jews would not hear Him, the
plain rustics of Peraea stood listening with delighHis dear words, and then weighed them witte car
and expressed one by one, the conviction that dokithess was indeed true, and that in Jesus ad-Naz
reth they saw the Messiah. This was to be an oasismfort for our Lord before He traversed therbur
ing desert of His passion and death. Before He aa#ied by His last bitter agony to finish the work
which the Father had given Him to do, He was tadfeeshed by many true hearts putting their trast i
Him.

| observe again that no doubtwas the fruit of John’s wordThe good man’s labors were not in
vain. Now, at last, the seed which the faithfulddlad sown brings forth the blade and the ear.hBy t
river’'s brink the handful of corn grows and ripgéasa harvest. Good work never dies.

It was, however, more directly and cleathe result of our Lord’s own presencEhey first saw
Him, and what He did, and what He said, and they ttompared this with what John had testified be-
forehand, and drew the conclusion that all thirigg 0ohn spoke of this man were true. Brethren, we
must have Jesus Himself here, and | rejoice tebelihat He will not refuse to come. Our dear Lioad
been known to come to this house on errands of ktnege is scarcely a seat in this house which & h
not visited; all over the place He has causeddhestof repentance and the songs of faith to flohf
He is no stranger by His Spirit to this house @fyer; and this week He has been here, not only with
those who have confessed His name, but with soneelagt Wednesday were stricken down by convic-
tion and made to cry out in the midst of the coggt®n, “What must we do to be saved?” In His infi-
nite mercy and boundless condescension Jesushsugjiand from this fact we believe and are suae th
power to heal and save will go forth on all sid@g.prayer we will hold Him fast; we will not let Hi
go until He bless many souls.

The fact is very cheering, for you notice concegrthe faith produced, thatwas decidedThey did
not say that they would try to believe, but thejids®d on Him there. They did not promise to thark
it, but they believed on Him there. They did not gzat they felt impressions, but they believed-m
there. They did not say that they hoped and trusted so on, but they believed on Him there. That i
the consummation for which | pray at this time,tthau should not talk about faith or feeling, ner r
solve and promise, but that you should actualljelselon Him straight away. Oh that | might seeon y
a sharp, clear, crisp faith in Jesus Christ—a falibut which there shall be no question! Rememiber,
you have a certain faith, you have a certain s@ma® doubtful faith will leave a doubt about yosg-
curity, but those who believe out and out shallehgy and peace through believing.

That belief was prompChrist had preached without result for yearsdme others, but to those
who came to this place He spoke only for a shoretiand they believed on Him there. How | wish that
many who have never heard the gospel before magvieebn Jesus this day! | believe that new hearers
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are often the most hopeful hearers. If you couke ta blind man out under the heavens, and in a mo-
ment remove the scales from his eyes, and let bartlse stars for the first time, how amazed he @voul
be! It is said that much of the special resultshef preaching of Wesley and Whitefield arose ouhef
fact that the gospel had become a novelty in Emfglan that when they preached it, men were struck
with wonder at it. | have, therefore, hopes that pineaching today of the fact that the blood ofuiSes
Christ, God’s dear Son, cleanses as from all sid,that there is immediate pardon to be had bylgimp
trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ, will take sonfigg@au so by surprise that you will believe at onaed

it shall be said, “Many believed on Him there.” Saeeople did not stop to get home; they did nat wa
for next week, but there and then, by the riverialy they looked to Him who is the Lamb of Goddan
believed on His name.

The believing was of the most solid kibdcause they could give a reason for it. It wasanoasty,
ignorant faith, but they argued thus, “This is than of whom John spoke: we have seen what He did
and what He said, and He is exactly the man that 3aid He would be. Assuredly He is the Messiah,
of whom John spoke,” and “They believed on Him é¢iet would like you to argue the matter out. |
would have you know your sin, and the way by whids removed. | desire you to understand the doc-
trine of substitution, to get at the back of tharpbf salvation, and see the reason why the Lasdslis
the fit object of our faith. When you do this youlwelieve with a grip and a hold to your faithcsuas
an ignorant faith can never supply. Oh that we mage worked here today a solid immovable faith
which can give a reason for its existence!

This faith is said to have been widespread,"many believed on Him there.” | dare say many men,
women and children; many of all sorts believed am kthere. Oh the privilege of knowing that Christ i
no Savior for the few, but He gave His life a ransor many! Heaven is not confined in its admission
to a few score, but a number that no man can nustial fill the glory land. | do not think we haae-
ybody left in this congregation of that ancienteradf close fellows who glory in the fewness of the
elect. | hope they are nearly all gone to heavaroball the congregations, whom once they harassed
These brethren used to think that if one or twoveotis were brought in each year, a great work veas b
ing done. If they heard of an evangelist holdingva services, and learned that two or three headr
were added to the church, they said, “Ah, h’'m! Ehesgcitements end in rejection. It is all very fioe
hear of so many joining the church. | hope they alil turn out right.” This meant, being interpréte
that they did not think they would, and that thegud be sorry if they did. Now we are not of that
mind. We believe in many conversions; we look foerh, and we have them. That power which con-
verts one can convert a hundred. The same arguniteah convinces one candid man will convince a
thousand candid men. The same gospel which winshead by the Holy Spirit's power can win ten
thousand hearts. O great Master, let us see it thalag!

“Many believed on him.This was what He lived fothis is what He died for, that men might be-
lieve in Him. This is what we preach for; this ibat you have come here for. God gives you to Hear t
gospel that you may believe on Jesus. This is \wbyBible was written, “These are written, that you
might believe on His name.” Your Sundays are giyeu that you may believe in Christ. Your houses
of prayer are built that you may believe in Chrlétyou will not believe, our preaching is an unpgp
failure for us, an unhappier failure for you. “iby believe not, you shall die in your sins.” “Ifyavill
not believe, surely you shall not be establish&d€ that believes and is baptized shall be savedhét
believes not shall be damned.” God save us froi thiaChrist's sake!

I\V. And now | close with the fourth head, which is thishas been pleasant to know the place, in-
structive to note the time, and cheering to obsémedact, and now IT IS MOST IMPORTANT THAT
WE SHOULD HAVE A SECOND EDITION OF IT. It is mosinportant that many should believe on
Christ here, in this very place, at this very hour.

For first, this morningmany are hereFrom different motives and from different quastaf the
globe you have comigereat this time. We have so far realized the text thany resorted unto Him.”
This is a good beginning; we ought to be very thalnio see it.

Next,the Lord Jesus Christ is heby His Spirit. He declares that where two or thaee met togeth-
er in His name there He is, we have many twos areks here. He has promised to be with His people
to the end of the world when they go forth to phetiee gospel. We have been crying to Him for asles
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ing this morning, and He comes to answer our pgay®o far all is hopeful. We have the Lord and the
many resorting to Him.

Furthermorethe witness borne is even more abundant than ttthmvas borne at Bethabara
John is not here, but then he was not there, fdrdiebeen beheaded. His withess was there as tais wi
ness is here. Truth is not affected by time; Johviteess is as good after nineteen centuries &s aft
three years. We have also the witness of the pteptigo all spoke of Jesus. We have what these @eopl
had not, we have the witness of the apostles wiwoHian live and die and rise again and go up into
heaven. We have, moreover, the witness of belovedds, who have been saved by the Lord Jesus, and
can testify that all that has ever been said inSaeor’s honor is true. He is able to save; Heilkng
to save; He casts out none that come to Him. Ifgauhundreds of us into the witness box we shill a
utter our solemn testimony that Jesus is a Saaiaf,a great one, willing to deliver you from theatir
to come.

Beside that, you have the testimony of His ownpgbsThe gospel is its own sufficient witness.
Somebody wrote a book, and wished to present wldoGeorge the Third. Farmer George asked,
“What's the book about, sir?” “Sire, it is an apgyofor the Bible.” “What!” said George, “What! Apol
ogy for the Bible! Apology for the Bible! Never heleof such a thing. Don’t want your book, sir. Apol
ogy forthe Bibleindeed!” Quite right, King George! Surely we dot meant any apologies for the gos-
pel—it is its own witness. “God was in Christ recitimg the world unto Himself, not imputing their
trespasses unto them.” Jesus Christ suffered, aletidied, bearing human sin in Himself, and whoso-
ever believes in Him shall be immediately forgivenmediately renewed in his heart by the Holy Spir-
it, and made a new creature in Christ. Why, thisvislently a divine message. “Look and live.” Sach
gospel never was invented by men, for no man like®ll enough to invent it, nor even to accepfi
ter it is invented, till God renews his heart. itedound forth, that Jesus, mighty to save, invites to
trust Him, and trusting Him they shall live.

Let us now come to bayonet point. Friend, will ymlieve in Jesus Christ?—that is the point. You
have heard about Him long enough—uwill you now ba&lien Him? Wagon loads of sermons have been
lost upon you—uwill you now believe on Him? “I wihink about it.” | don’t ask you to think about it,
but to believe on Him. “I shall go home and try whaan do.” Do not try to do anything; believe on
Jesus, for the gospel precept is—“Believe on thed Llesus Christ, and you shall be saved.” May the
sweet Spirit of God come upon you mightily now, dakle you away from all things but the one thing
needful! Oh that you would cast your guilty soufs Xesus, and find Him mighty to redeem! Here is a
simple verse for you to say in your hearts—

“A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,

On Christ’s kind arms | fall;

He is my strength and righteousness,

My Jesus, and my all.”
If you have said that from your heart, you arexaedaman! Go your way rejoicing in His salvation!eTh
Lord bless you! Amen and amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 95; JOHN 10:22-42
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—914, 539, 483.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .
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