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“I am sought of them that asked not for Me; | am @md of them that sought Me not:
| said, Behold Me, behold Me, unto a nation that waot called by My name.”
Isaiah 65:1.

THIS is the passage which was quoted by the ap®&stll in the tenth chapter of his Epistle to the
Romans. At the twentieth verse of that chapterdys-s-“Isaiah is very bold, and says, | was found of
them that sought Me not; | was made manifest umeontthat asked not after Me. But to Israel He says,
All day long | have stretched forth My hands untdisobedient and gainsaying people.” The apostie fo
lowed the Septuagint translation, but altered tha&twn of the clauses.

We learn on inspired authority that this is a vieojd passage, it required much courage to uttatr it
the first, and in Paul’s day it needed still marejtote it and press it home upon the Jews aroumdHe
who protests against a self-righteous people, agéra them by showing that others whom they dedpise
are saved while they themselves are being losk,haile need of a dauntless spirit. The Israelitepfee
thought that they had a monopoly on the grace af,@wat the Lord who had chosen their fathers, and
had indulged them with a divine revelation, woulyer deprive them of their advantages, nor advance
others to the same privileges. They dreamed thalt s almost bound to bless them above all the na-
tions that were upon the face of the earth. To riieetational conceit with plain rebuke needed whe
was very bold. When Paul spoke of his own misswthe Gentiles, the Jews lifted up their voices] an
cried out, “Away with such a fellow from the earfbr it is not fit that he should live.” The apastthere-
fore, knew that Isaiah was very bold when in forrages he made Israel know that God would save a
people who were not called by His name, while thefed people would die in their sins because they
would not listen to the entreaties of their Godbdtomes the servants of God to be bold in rebugimg
and protesting against pride, indeed, in all the#ssages it behooves them to be fearless. Thegtditen
liver their own words, otherwise they might apolagfor their speech, they speak the words of thedi
God, and it is not for them, for fear of feeble mensoften their words and smooth their tonguds. !

He that is ashamed to speak the truth has neeel ésltamed of himself. It is treason against thej I§in
kings to tone down the word of the Lord. Surelyoag all cowards he is the worst who is afraid to be
true to God. Such preachers must be especiallytgmbiat in the text, “But the fearful and unbeligyin
shall have their part in the lake which burns Vit and brimstone: which is the second death.”

This text has the clear ring of free grace abguand for this reason it may be called bold. Hd ha
need be bold who in this day would preach fully ahanly the doctrine of the sovereign grace of God
This cultured age repudiates the doctrines of grabéch are the heart of evangelical teaching. Men
vexed when we declare that God is first in humdwasian, and seeks men before they seek Him. Many
grow red in the face if we testify that the Lond,Hlis gracious sovereignty meets with persons waeh
never sought Him, and brings them to Himself, clvagpgheir hearts by His own eternal Spirit, while H
leaves others to perish in their sins because gt His Spirit, and refuse the invitations o Haercy.

Yet we shall not cease most joyfully to sing unto God—
“No sinner can be beforehand with Thee;
Your grace is most sovereign, most rich, and masef”
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While many who have heard the gospel from theildbloiod continue to hear it in vain, others who have
never heard it before are brought by what are coniynoalled accidental circumstances to hear the
quickening word, and at once they embrace it arel My prayer has been that this morning our teay m
be again fulfilled. May the Lord be sought by theg® until now have not inquired for Him! May many
who have strayed into this place thoughtlessly fledus this day! It may be, you are unused to éivin
things, unaccustomed to the gracious commandsvefwaich bid you trust in Jesus, oh that you may at
once be convinced, converted, renewed and savedé \tfle Lord Jesus at this hour calls to you, “Hdho
Me, behold Me,” | trust you will be made to long,look, to live, and to love. Truly it will be a wder of
grace, but our Lord is the God of wonders, His nasri&onderful. May He get to Himself great renown
throughout eternity by being found this day by #hego sought Him not! While | am preaching | shall
be praying in the Holy Spirit that this word of therd may be carried out most evidently in the rifs
this assembly.

| shall ask your earnest attention at once tddke in which there are four notable thingse person-
ality of God in the work of gracéiis delight in it; the description which He givekip andthe purposes
which He would serve by that descriptiday the Holy Spirit help us in this four-fold m&tion!

|. The first point for your consideration is THE PER$&LITY OF GOD IN THE WORK OF HIS

GRACE. This is remarkably prominent in the word$obe us. Let me read them, and lay the emphasis
upon the personal pronouns which relate to Glodvas sought of them that asked notNte; | am found
of them that sough¥le not; | said, BeholdMe, beholdMe, unto a nation that was not called My name.”
Is not the Lord here, not only as speaker, buhagteme of His own speech? It is most surely and e
phatically true that God is present in the workdHod grace. He operates upon the heart personadly a
not alone by second causes. He works in us toandl to do of His own good pleasure. He is persgnall
operative as well as personally observant of ehergtgracious.

The philosophy now in vogue labors to shut God a@fuHis own creation. They inform us that by
some means this world and all that is therein ve@ved. Even this will not long content the men of
progress; they care nothing for evolution in itsblit only so far as it may serve their purposesmiaping
from the thought of God. If by some method or otvean men could scheme a world without a God, they
would be delighted, and that philosopher who comesrest to the invention of a subtle lie which will
justify their forgetfulness of God is the princetbé hour, the favorite of his age. Yes, God mespblit-
erated somehow, for “the fool has said in his hédréere is no God.”

These wise men would have done with God alsoerriwhng and overruling of providence; according
to the modern notion, the universe is like a wattich goes because it has been wound up long ao. |
not even admitted that there was a God to wingb,itowt anyhow, if there is such a great personalgpp
He has put the watch under His pillow, and has gorseep while the machine goes on ticking without
Him. Certain fixed laws operate without any for¢eheir back, and the world is so self-containeat th
goes on by itself without God, this is the modatea. They have no one to wind up this watch again
when it runs down—no prospect of new heavens andva earth, wherein righteousness shall dwell.
Those who would get rid of God out of nature anovflence have tried their hands at making a ratligio
without God, and a pretty religion it is!—it is t@mall a business to need consideration. Thoss ofhw
rejoice to see the Lord both in creation and invgtence know assuredly that He is most conspicurous
the kingdom of grace. There He is the first andléisg the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and tide e
The Lord God in Christ Jesus is the sum and substahsalvation, to Him we look, in Him we find all
things, by Him we come to Him, and He is our alalh God gives freely to those who have hithererp
far off from Him that salvation of which Jonah sdi8alvation is of the Lord.” Human salvations &ne
wages of works; divine salvation is the gift of gga

Notice that in the text the personality of God esnforth in thaHe Himself is observant of all that is
done Do any seek Him?—He says, “I am sought.” Do anyg Him?—he says, “I am found.” Is there
any preaching of the gospel?—the Lord declaresaitl, Behold Me, behold Me.” God takes note of it
all. Not a prayer is breathed, nor a sigh heaved,amnote of praise uttered from the heart, buttvina
omniscient Lord has noted every thought. That elyeslvbehold microscopic life in the lowest deptlis o
the sea, and traces the flight of the condor inuitsost height, spies out the most sorrowful artgwis
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seeking souls, and observes the most elevatedf jpyuts that find their God. Grace in its begin@ngs
growings, its declinings, its increasings, andsitsiggles, is ever under the divine eye. At thismant
God’s omnipresent heart beats in sympathy witloatl hearts, if we are seeking His love. You have no
to apprise Him that you are seeking, He perceives gecret thoughts, and meets you in your retrn t
Him. “Behold he prays” is God’s immediate expreasioncerning you if you begin to pray at this hour.
If you dart a glance of faith to the Lord Jesuswik at once yield to you and say, “I am found.”&h
Lord’s eye is on the heart which feels His grace.

Further, God's personality in the work of graceaesispicuous, becauste Himself is the great object
of desire where grace is in operatio?when men are savingly awakened, they seek—whali@iéh? By
no means. They seek God, if they seek aright. Vée $@metimes the saying that such a one has “found
religion.” Do not use the expression, it is a vane. That which men find when they find peace aerd e
nal life is God Himself. The Lord says, “I am fouhtf men do not find God they have found nothing.

God Himself fills the vision of faith, observe therds, “Behold Me, behold Me.” We look to God in
Christ, and find all that our soul needs. If anynnesaved, it will be through looking to God, assiwrit-
ten, “They looked unto Him and were lightened: #melr faces were not ashamed.” O my hearer, behold
your God! Would you have pardon for sin? Seek Go@hrist Jesus. Would you have renewal of heart?
Seek God the Holy Spirit, by whom alone we are kaagain. Would you be God'’s child? Receive Jesus,
for “to as many as received Him, to them gave Hegb (or authority) “to become the sons of God,reve
to them that believe on His name.” God is the sdirour necessities. God we seek as sinners, God we
find as saints. | have sometimes put it thus to—ybiere is a little child picked from the gutter,ist
starved, unclothed, unwashed, and deathly sick.t\twes it need? Well, it would take me a long time
write out a list of all its needs. It needs washiclgthing, warming, feeding, nursing, loving—nowill
not attempt to complete the catalog, but I will y&lu all in a word: this little child wantgs mother If it
finds a loving and capable mother, it has all thaeeds at once. Every lost soul of man needsastdnd
things, but no soul needs more than it will find3od. The lost prodigal needs bread, and a hosthafr
things, but he finds all when he carries out treohee, “I will arise and go to my Father.” It isetfefore
beautifully evident that God displays His persdyaiin grace, since He is Himself that which thelsou
seeks, and finds, and rejoices in. “He that is@ad is the God of salvation.” Yes, more, as Isgats it
in his twelfth chapter, “Behold, God is my salvatio will trust, and not be afraid: for the Lordhierah is
my strength and my song; he also is become my tsaiva

The loving personality of God comes out in the kvof grace, in thaHe Himself is the speaker of
that call by which men are saveadere are the wordst said, Behold Me, behold Me.” The Lord Himself
speaks the effectual word. Did not Isaiah procl#imgospel? Yes, he did, and this was the resusianf
ah’s speech, “Who has believed our report?” ButmwBed’s arm is revealed, so that God speaks through
His prophet, then a very different result folloviwr God’s word shall not return unto Him void, kbtt
shall prosper in the thing whereto He sent it. Dszarl, if you have looked to Christ, it is beca@wist
has looked at you, and influenced you to look toHif there is any glancing of the eye even of fée
blest faith towards God, it is because He haslsaidis Spirit, “Look unto Me, and be you saved,thé
ends of the earth: for | am God, and there is rese.” | like to think of the gospel as not onlyepared
and revealed by God, but as actually spoken by elinisto the ear and heart of the man to whom it be
comes the power of God unto salvation. You haveenbkeard a living word yet, my brother, a really li
ing, quickening word from my lips alone, it may kasome, perhaps, through my mouth as the vocal or-
gan, but if it is a quickening word it must havemefrom God Himself. Man’s words are mere breath,
but the word of the Lord is spirit and life. “Byelword of the Lord were the heavens made,” and all
heavenly things come from the same source. Praigetiien, the blessed God, who thus personally ap-
pears in the conversion of everyone who is lecegksand find his God. It is no wonder that He isnid
of those who sought Him not, when He Himself cofoeth to reveal Himself to men.

Moreover, God is seen in the work of grace, Her Himself is the director of the messafjesaid,
Behold Me, behold Me, unto a nation that was néeddy My name” Not only does God speak the gos-
pel, but He speaks it home to those whom He appdinbear it. We who preach know not to whom the
truth will be applied. | speak unto this crowd thesy as | am called to do, in so doing | scattedifizls of
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heavenly seed, but how do | know where it shalPf@od’s eternal purpose carries every single goéin
the good seed into the furrow which He has prepéoed. Very marvelous is it how the Lord prepares
the ground for the seed and the seed for the graDhthte, Thursday night after Thursday night vd&a
had singularly striking proofs of this. Letters basxome again and again of this character: “I fedinch to
attend the Tabernacle from a notice in the papér| bhall never forget the words which | then ligdor
they were evidently meant for me.” Then the pergoas on to detail certain circumstances of his life
which have corresponded, with remarkable minutertessbservations made in the sermon. How is this?
The preacher knew nothing of the matter, and yetwtbrd fitted like a glove to the hand. Nor is thik

for, strange to tell, the message has seemed gqekonal to another individual, whose circumstéanc
were of another order. God’s word has many oparatiand what to one is an appropriate word of en-
couragement, may be to another an equally suitablel of rebuke. He can kill and cure by the same
word. This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelonsur eyes. If the preaching of the gospel isdbau-
man act, it would produce human results, and theweuld end, but if God Himself speaks by His serv
ant and directs His word by His own power, then dhene agency will produce divine results to the
praise of the glory of His grace. In the kingdongeadce the word of God is a manifestation of Goditb
He works in the new creation even as He did inolde“Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by thedwo
of God.” “The preaching of the cross is to thent thexish foolishness, but unto us who are savixiite
power of God.” | call upon you, therefore, belovearejoice that God comes very near to us in thekw

of grace, and is made known to us as our God.

This surrounds the gospel with a strange solemffityie gospel blesses us, it is rptbut God that
blesses; God Himself has come to us. Yet remenhiagthis fact has another aspect to it, for ifgbspel
is rejected, it is God that is rejected. Read thet nerse, “| have spread out My hands all the uiatp a
rebellious people.” Yes, if you accept the gospml iave found your God, but if you reject the gbspe
you have rejected God Himself. The gospel may lbedirt to you by the poorest of my Master’s serv-
ants, but since it is God’s own message of lovegfasing it you refuse your God. It is true tHat hands
which were stretched out to you were human, ancefbee you criticized the style of the invitaticemd
perhaps refused it with scorn, but at the backeffeeble ambassador stood the great King, anchdbehi
the simple invitation was the sublime mind of GB@. takes it ill that you refuse His message, setiag
in so doing you refuse Him that spoke from heav@m,. how differently would some of you hear if you
did but remember that in the gospel God Himselpe@nson comes to you! Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
have come to pleading terms with you; will you, gam, turn a deaf ear to the Sacred Trinity?

Il. But now, secondly, dear friends, in the text | &= DELIGHT WHICH GOD TAKES IN THE
WORK OF GRACE. The text is the utterance of delighnd is glad to be sought and found by those who
once were negligent of Him.

It is evident thaHe rejoices in contrast to the complaint of thetnetse It is with joy that God says,

“I am sought of them that asked not for Me; | amarfd of them that sought Me not,” for it is placed i
opposition to the mournful notes in which the Laays, “I have spread out My hands all the day anto
rebellious people.” We speak of God after the mamfienen, for so God speaks of Himself. It is true,
then, that He is hurt and grieved when He stretcutdis hands in vain. We read of some of old,that
“They vexed His Holy Spirit.” Frequently are similaxpressions used in Scripture. When His kindress
rejected God is grieved. Listen to His cry, “He@rheavens, and give ear, O earth: for the Lordspas
ken, | have nourished and brought up children, taeg have rebelled against Me.” As a relief to sach
lamentation this verse has in it a true joy, aenstty of satisfaction, because some are cominpéace
and love. God speaks it with pleasure, “I am foohthem that sought Me not.” Do not forget thaeutt
ance, “As | live, says the Lord, | have no pleadarthe death of him that dies, but that he turtoue
and live.” It gives God pleasure to see men turHita. Infinitely happy as He must be from His owlng
rious nature, yet there is a joy which only He $aghen He is sought after and found by the somseof,
and this becomes special when the most unlikelyg @ne seeking and finding. God is gladdest when He
says, “Behold Me, behold Me,” unto a nation thaswat called by His name.

The Lord rejoices in each step of the procdsdwere is a poor soul beginning to cry, “Oh thahéw
where | might find Him!” and lo, the Lord says, &dm sought.” A man has only just begun to attend the
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House of Prayer; he has only lately commenced éineest study of the Bible; the Lord sees it, and He
says, “I am sought.” As when a fisherman smilesabse a fish has begun to nibble at the bait, so the
Lord notes the first movings of the heart towardsé€lf, and He says, “I am sought.” It was but arpo
little prayer you prayed last night, you startedfigm your knees astonished to find that you hadally
been attempting to pray, but your heavenly Father gou, and He said with pleasure, “I am sought.”
“When he was yet a great way off his Father saw.hiBehold the infinite compassion of the all-
observing God!

The very next sentence is, “I am found.” What bgthe it must be to God’s heart when at last thermpo
sinner cries, “Lord, | believe; help my unbeliefThen Jesus says, “I am found.” Do not imagine #at
soul ever found the great Father without the gFedlher’'s knowing it. There is a consciousness wfifo
us when we can say, “I found Him whom my soul IgVésit there is a greater and fuller consciousness
on the part of Him whom we have found when He deslain the words of the text, “I am found.” God
rejoices when He is sought and when He is founddd®mot think that you seek an unwilling God. He
comes to meet you; He falls upon your neck andekisgu. Whatever you do in coming to God, He
views it with infinite pleasure.

The Lord also rejoices in the persons who seek Hiensays, “I am sought of them that asked not for
Me.” God takes special joy in being sought by thete formerly did not seek Him. He will be glad for
any heart to keep on seeking that has begun tq be€le is best pleased when non-seekers become
seekers. You that were taught to pray at your mithaee, God is glad to hear your sincere pet#jon
but if there is a man here who has never prayedréenf their life, let him begin at once, and thard
will rejoice to hear him. Has your mind never tledl with the holy desire to seek your Creator, &mes,
and Friend? Have you been careless and godlesstdimeto Him at once, and He will delight in hayin
mercy upon you. Oh come, you giddy ones, and seakwhom you have never asked for. Come, you
thoughtless ones, and find Him whom you have nsgaght. Come, you who have never called upon the
sacred name, and behold your God, your Savior. iShise good pleasure of God, His purpose, and His
promise to His Son, “Behold, You shall call a natibat You know not, and nations that knew You not
shall run unto You because of the Lord Your God] #or the Holy One of Israel; for He has glorified
You.”

“Alas!” says one, “I have never sought Him!” Yettymay find Him, for the word of the Lord is, “I
am found of them that sought Me not.” Our Savitistes of a merchant of earnest spirit who wenttout
seek goodly pearls. He traversed many lands insygeatvariety of jewels that he might find one espe
cially precious pearl, and at last he found it, &edight it. They that seek the Lord shall find HiBut
there was another man whose mind sought afteraedstious matters, he was of the earth earthy. He
yoked his bullocks one morning to the plow, andvas thinking only of his clods and of his field$em,
all of a sudden, the plow made a stop, there waeong in the way. He stopped the oxen, he exaine
the ground; he dug in the earth. He came to armick, and in that crock he found a treasure ol goid
of silver. He had found what he never looked fod he moment he found it he decided to sell alt tre
had, and buy the field, that he might possessrédastire. My hearer, you came to London on pleasure,
on business, or to see the Exhibition, you cemnatiidl not come with the expectation of finding Giri
and eternal life. | hope you have stumbled ondallation at this moment. Happiness and heavebpelie
fore you, will you not have them? The plow hasdltran the hidden treasure of the blessed gospelifan
you will stoop down and look, here are riches sashyou never dreamed of. | pray that God the Holy
Spirit may so sweetly influence your heart that yoay resolve to have Jesus at any price, and gialu
that you have of sin or self-righteousness in otdgrossess Him. Come to Jesus just as you aragand
ceive at once His full salvation. If you do thapdswill rejoice over you. Not only will we be gladho
are His servants on earth, and angels who aredfiausts in heaven, but Father, Son, and Holy Spiliit
rejoice over you. The Lord will say, “I am foundtbem that sought Me not.”

| rejoice to have such a text to preach from. k4t tmhany of you who are wicked, careless, graceless
men may find God at once, and thus set all heavsils a-ringing for joy!

The Lord rejoices in the numbers who seek Him amtHim. “I said, Behold Me, behold Me, unto a
nation.” When shall the day come that nations shall be bhbmnce? We want to see tens of thousands
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brought to Jesus. If you all come, the gate of m&avide enough for you, and God will be glorified
your coming, yes, His sacred heart will be gladHassees you running to Him. Draw them, sweet Spirit
Draw all London to Jesus! Draw all England to Jefuaw the world to Jesus! For Your love’s sake do
this, we beseech You.

lll. Now we have a third matter to consider, and thatTislE DESCRIPTION WHICH GOD HIM-
SELF GIVES OF THE WORK OF GRACE. Time flies too ckly, therefore let me give you only rough
hints, instead of full instructions. This verseaidittle Bible. Here you have the experience of/aabn
described.

The Lord tells us where He finds the objects of gtmce He says, “They asked not for Me; they
sought Me not; they were not called by My name.the Book of Hosea, we read that they were not His
people. These are the careless and senseless,bgimgs the Lord called by His grace. He manifested
great love to us when we were dead in trespassksias. By nature we are so much worthless clay, an
we must owe all to the Potter’s hands if we eveob®e vessels fit for the Master’s use. When therei
good thought, nor wish, nor desire, in us, then Gaaes to us in abounding love. What a mercytitas
He comes to us in our sin and misery, for assure@lyghould not otherwise come to Him. Remember the
description which the Lord gives of His Israel aseapless infant, which had never been washed, or
swaddled, or cared for, but was cast out in thend@id, with no eye to pity it? Then it is writtetAnd
when | passed by you, and saw you polluted in youm blood, | said unto you when you were in your
blood, Live; yes, | said unto you when you wergaur blood, Live.” Beloved, we are in the same dgend
tion by nature, without life, or power, or goodnessanything that can commend us to God, andtiiea
that the Lord comes to us and deals with us inggreausing us to seek and find Him. Oh, the spleatio
the grace of God!

Having told us where we were, He next descrilbes gospel which comes to therm the power of
God. Here are His own words, “I said, Behold Mehddd Me.” If anybody were to ask me to state the
gospel in a few words | should answer—the Lord s&shold Me, behold Me.” The way of salvation is,
“Look unto Me and be you saved, all the ends ofaheh.” Christ on the cross cries to the guiltynsir,
“Behold the Lamb of God.” To encourage a tremblsogll to behold Him with steadfast hope the Lord
says twice, “Behold Me, behold Me.” Does any sinmeclaim, “But Lord, | am so filthy?” Do not look a
yourself, “Behold Me; for | can cleanse you.” “Bubrd, | am death itself.” Do not look at your own
death. Behold Me, for | am the resurrection andlifee “But, Lord, the more | look at myself the meol
despair.” Then do not look at yourself, but lookMe alone. Behold Me, and then behold Me again and
again, and keep on beholding Me till your heart$irperfect rest. Look to Jesus, as God is in Him re
vealed as your Savior and your all. Behold yourdg<im also your sacrifice. You can be justified tigh
Him by whom you shall be judged at the last great din this verse our Lord seems delighted to decla
that blessed gospel which is the two-edged swoHi®fjyrace. Hear it, you sinners! Hear it, and oibey
once! What! Will you not look? Do you deny your doa look? Shall God cry, “Behold Me,” and will
you hide your faces from Him? | trust that some wkwger knew the gospel before will at this instaet
hold the Lamb of God. Look to your bleeding Savianr forgiving God. Look and live.

Then the Lord goes on to mentithre converts which the gospel makese careless become seekers,
the ungodly become finders, the prayerless belnail God and live. Sinners who never sought Hint hea
this gospel and rejoice in its glad tidings. Helisijoy.

The Lord also describabe experience of the savebhey asked not for Him before, but now they
seek after God. This is the first work of grace—niake us seek grace. God comes to us that we may
come to Him. Under a sense of need, driven by eigra hunger, men seek for God as for bread and wa-
ter. Are any of you eager for the living God? Tisi$5od’s finger upon you. He has made you now to de
sire that which once you had no care for, and yeghbto praise Him for this. Quick upon the seeking
comes the finding. There is only a semicolon intext between “I am sought,” and “I am found.” by
truly seek the Lord, you shall soon find Him, exkaugh for years you have been negligent of thatgre
salvation. | say not that if you seek this or that shall find it, but if you seek the Lord He whié found
of you. He has promised it, and He will make it dgoble is to be found of all them that earnestlyirées
Him, and the finding frequently follows quick uptre seeking.
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| think | may say of this description of the wafysalvation, how simple it is! God seeks the sinner
the sinner seeks his God. The sinner finds his Baduse God has found the sinner, and it is ak.don
Intricacies and difficulties are at an end; beliewel live is simplicity itself. “Oh, but,” says an&here
must be a deal of preparation before | who seek €aodhope to find Him.” There needs no preparation.
He says, “Seek you My face” and if your heart sdysur face, Lord, will | seek,” the Lord is neanto
you at once. “But surely, sir, | shall have to fdethall have to learn, | shall have to do.” Obsyyou
shall have all that by and by, but as to salvatimuy may have it at once, there is no need of aw'$o
delay; behold your God and live. Salvation liesyour finding Him who now displays Himself in the
gospel of His Son. Seeking and finding are wrapggdogether in this one word, “Behold Me, behold
Me.” Looking is a kind of blended seeking and fimgli We lookfor salvation by lookingo Jesus. Look-
ing to Christ, we have Christ. We seek Him by anoddaith which finds Him. The desire and its flif
ment dwell together in that one word “look.” Ohwish | knew how this morning to speak as | should
speak about this plain way, this road which thefasalyg man may so readily follow, this method which
is as gracious as the blessing to which it leaé$o® | knew the Lord Jesus and His cross | usddroy
that there was some great mystery about faith,pm@d soul that | was, | feared that | should ndwer
able to understand and enjoy it; but | heard a Emrking man say, “Look to Jesus, look and livantl
| was not disobedient to the message. | trustedsJemd | lived. | gave up trying to understanthet
lieved, and | lived. | would to God that | couldglall the artful doubts and questions which distumor
sinners’ brains, and harden their hearts. O frichdsvise enough to be fools, and accept Jesus your
wisdom. Be children and sit down and let the Lardu® teach you. Take what He tells you to be &me,
never doubt again. Trust! That is all. Look to Godeverything, and you are saved.

See how God, who delights in the gospel of Hixgr#hus gives us in this verse a clear and succinc
account of the whole process of salvation. May Hiigevit out large on our hearts by His Spirit!

I\V. | conclude with the fourth point, which is this—THESE WHICH GOD MAKES OF ALL
THIS. You see, dear friends, the Lord here toole ¢hat when He said, “I am sought of them that @ske
not for Me,” His words should be written down, ahdt they should be made known to us. It is not eve
rything that God may say to Himself that He willeativards repeat to us, but here these privateanites
of the divine heart are spoken out to us by Isaal, left on record in this inspired Book. To what do
you think it is so?

| think, first, that He may excite in wgonder and admirationrWWhat a wonder it is that men and wom-
en who never had a thought about God but an avetsiélim, should, nevertheless, be turned into seek
ers! It is often so; there can be no doubt abouutdden conversions have not ceased. | knew a anan,
singular person, but a sincere Christian, who,igndarly days, never thought of going to any plate
worship. One Sunday morning he set out to visib@rade, intending to conclude a bargain which had
been talked over the day before about a pair okslude stepped into the meeting house, because it b
gan to rain, and there he found what he had neuggtg. He never bought that pair of ducks; he forgo
them, as the woman of Samaria forgot her water Tioéd. Lord met with him there and then, and he be-
held his Savior. Many such things have happendtdisnhouse, and some such will occur this morning.
Remember the famous Colonel Gardiner. He had madppointment to commit a deed of wickedness,
but reached the spot too soon, and while he waitethought he saw the Savior on the cross, andlhear
Him say, “I have done all this for you; what hawiyever done for Me?” He fled the place, he sohght
own chamber, he cried to God, and Colonel Gardimen being a wild soldier became a saint of God.
Surely this is meant to make us reverently adoeeLtird of grace. Oh to see the same today! Thelh sha
we wonder and sing for joy. The Lord’s grace i®like dew “that tarries not for man, nor waits tfoz
sons of men.” His effectual grace takes us by ss#@nd captures us by force of love—

“Thus the eternal council ran—
Almighty grace, arrest that man.”
Then the man is arrested. He had no intent of b&indput the Divine Sheriff's officer laid his hangon
his shoulder and said, “You go no further, sir; ymave been the enemy of God, you shall now become
His friend,” and it is so. “Well,” says one, “hamet men a free will?” Certainly, and the wondethat
free grace does not violate it, and yet the purpdseod is accomplished. Free will alone ruins nimut,
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free will guided by free grace is another mattexad. free will captive to free grace and then ifrégr
than ever, and yet the will of the Lord is donet Bus God that does convert the sinner, and Hesdo
that we may believe in the exceeding greatness®fjrhce. Many a time have the churches rejoiced be
cause of great persecutors who have bowed beferertdss, and become believers. | need not mention
Saul of Tarsus, for he is only one among many. Agnibre chief of sinners the Lord has found earnest
heralds of the gospel, who, by the very fact ofrtbbange, have been powerful living witnessesht® t
purifying power of the doctrine of faith.

Why does the Lord thus declare the conversiomoa$e who were out of the way? | think itasde-
stroy pride and self-esteerfSBome of you who are not converted are yet in youm esteem a cut above
others. You have sittings in the Tabernacle, c& gtau attend at some thoroughly evangelical chuant,
you say to yourselves, “If anybody will get to heawve shall, for we hear the pure word of God.” You
postpone repentance and put off the considerafi@teonal things because you feel that you canrsecu
salvation when it pleases you. What does God do®, W sends His gospel to the abandoned and fallen,
and brings outcasts to Himself. He saves those wymnthought He had given over to their sins and yo
church-going and chapel-going people, who drearh yba have a monopoly of privileges, are left to
your own willfulness. God will pay no regard to teaHe is no respecter of persons, but calls whemso
er He wills, according to His royal word, “I willdve mercy on whom | will have mercy.” Pride of hirt
and education He thus casts to the ground.

He does it nextio encourage you who are seeking Hior, if those who daot seek Him often find
Him, why, you that do seek Him are sure to find HiftHe is found of those who seek Him not, He will
surely be found of those who are daily agonizingHan. Do not believe that He will let you seek His
face in vain. Come and believe on Him today, anduMilethen be found of you.

| think He does thiso encourage workersso to work among the worst of the worst, for sif&od is
found of those that seek Him not, there is hopeHervilest. None of your people are worse thars¢ho
described in the text. O worker, you will gathee@ous pearls if you have but the courage to despd
for them; doubtless the choicest pearls are hidddime deepest seas. The Lord can bring to Hinsi{f
dels, thieves, harlots, blasphemers, and suchliékeis not hesitate to go after them, nor fear dha la-
bor will be lost.

The Lord magnifies His gradbat He may convict those who do not come to Hith@fyreatness of
their sin Look, says He, those who never heard of Me bdfare found salvation, while you who have
been instructed, and invited, and impressed, haWensld out, and resisted My Spirit. You have bee
persuaded, entreated, prayed over, and wept avéryet you have not come to Me. Who is to blame for
this but yourselves? Your own hard hearts have edbfmu of mercy. Publicans and harlots enter the
kingdom of heaven before you because of your Willinbelief. Take heed, my hearers! Take heed lest
you perish in sight of heaven. | pray you, for Godake and your own soul’'s sake, awake to righteous
ness.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ISAIAH 65.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—166, 233, 235.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
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