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“The Lord has appeared of old unto me, saying, Yekave loved you with an
everlasting love: therefore with loving-kindness Vel drawn you.”
Jeremiah 31:3.

THE dread of divine justice has often driven merséek mercy. Many have been caught in the
whirlwind of wrath, and in their dismay they haved for refuge to that Man who is a covert from the
tempest. Hence the Lord does not decline to wodnupe minds of the guilty by motives drawn from
fear. Notice the twenty-third and twenty-fourth s&s of the previous chapter—“Behold, the whirlwind
of the Lord goes forth with fury, a continuing wikaimd: it shall fall with pain upon the head of the
wicked. The fierce anger of the Lord shall not retfwntil He has done it, and until He has perfatme
the intents of His heart.” This is by no means litesy passage. Holy Scripture is strewn with satem
admonitions to flee from the wrath to come. OurrdRadeemer, whose lips are as lilies dropping sweet
smelling myrrh, in great tenderness of heart wammet of the sure result of their sins, and nonel use
stronger or more alarming language than He did eomag the future of ungodly men. He knew noth-
ing of that pretended sympathy which will ratherrieen perish than warn them against perishing. Such
tenderness is merely selfishness excusing itsatf f distasteful duty. Our Savior spoke as the ande
earnest lover of men, and therefore uttered worblelw having first wounded His own heart, and
brought the tears to His own eyes, went home waiméndous force to the minds of others. He spoke of
weeping and gnashing of teeth, of a worm which degs and of a fire which is not quenched. Weeping,
He reminded them how often He would have gathdreohttogether as a hen gathers her chickens under
her wings, but they would not, and warned them thetefore nothing could come of it but desolation
and destruction. Brethren, like our Lord, we do hesitate to warn men of judgment to come. “Know-
ing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuam®.” We dare not quit this solemn duty lest gtaas
our own souls; we dare not cease to sound the etofpalarm lest the enemy destroy our people, and
their blood be required at our hands.

Still, the master magnet of the gospel is not,fbat love. Penitents are drawn to Christ rathanth
driven. The most frequent impulse which leads needesus is hope that in Him they may find salvation
Truly, even then they are moved by fear of the etich they would escape, but their feet are lefiiyto
towards Him by hope in His gentleness, His goodnEss readiness to receive sinners. Hope in that
mercy of God which endures forever is the greatl a@hich draws men to repentance. Consequently,
after the Lord had sounded the clarion note of warmvhich we have just heard, He touched the harp
strings of grace, and brought forth from them ndteth soft and sweet, cheering the sad, and engoura
ing the despondent; these notes He knew would bedhg&here even the trumpet sounded not. Love
wins the day. One hair from the head of love wilwl more than the cable of fear. Let but love speak
single word out of her heart, and let it reach llearts of men, and it will accomplish greater mbsrve
than all the prolonged discourses and threats afrwi am glad, therefore, that | have to speakadd’s
people this morning, and set forth God’s love asrgmson why they should love Him in return. “We
love Him because He first loved us” is the great &d the Christian life. In proportion as we recagn
the love of God, and know somewhat of its heightl depth, and length, and breadth, our heart will b
graciously affected by it. When the love of Godleed abroad in the heart by the Holy Spirit whigh i
given to us, then we love our Lord with all our imigl want you this morning to pray that you magl+e
ize the things which | speak to you, so that whendiscourse upon the love of God you may feel it
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glowing in your own souls. Oh, that His love, ligeals of juniper, may burn in our hearts! With thei
vehement flame may they consume our hearts witkavdnly passion, till all our nature ascends to
heaven like clouds of incense from the golden lakty our God and Father speak within each one of
us, and say, “Yes, | have loved you with an evérigslove: therefore with loving-kindness have |
drawn you!”

I. Our first observation will run on this wise—GOD’SEBLINGS WITH US ARE NEVER UN-
DERSTOOD TILL HE HIMSELF APPEARS TO US. He must aReor we cannot interpret His acts.
“The Lord has appeared of old unto me, saying, Yésye loved you with an everlasting love: there-
fore with loving-kindness have | drawn you.” Thertidhad been drawing these people, but they did not
know it. God had been loving them with an evertagtiove, but they did not recognize it. Nor could
they know or recognize His loving-kindness till therd Himself visited them in person, and removed
the scales from their eyes. God is His own intagoreHis providence and grace reveal Him, but still
more does He Himself explain and reveal His pravegeand grace. Though all things in the field and
the garden show what the sun does, yet none oé ttiests put forth by the sun” can be perceivel ti
the sun himself reveals them.

For first, man is not in a condition to perceive God till Gedeals Himself to hinBy nature, breth-
ren, we are blind Godward; yes, deaf, and in alyswasensibletowards the great Spirit. By nature we
are dead to the presence of the Lord. Naturally imam atheist. When the “Essays and Reviews” made
a great deal of stir, an experienced preacherczaiderning them, “Essays and Reviews’ do not tkeub
me, nor any of the nostrums of modern doubt, forhagrt is a deviser of worse things than ‘Essags an
Reviews,” my evil heart is a fountain of atheisrBrethren, worse difficulties have occurred to uanth
any that have ever been penned by the most nosomdidels. By nature we are as the fool who said i
his heart, “There is no God.” Our carnal mind isnégy against God, and consequently it would beofid
Him if it could. We have need to pray, and we daypr'Save me from an atheistic heart, which hates
the Trinity.” Man, therefore, living in alienatidnom God, does not trace the inward drawings oifngiv
love up to their source; he regards them as continogs, and treads them out as sparks from an-earth
ly fire. Though God may be sweetly influencing than to something better, and higher, and nobler
than sin, and self, and the world, yet he doegroteive the divine working. The Lord said of Cyrtis
girded you, though you have not known Me,” and esemay He say of many an unconverted man, “I
warned you, and awakened you, and drew you whenwgoea not aware of Me.”

Besides this, my brethren, we aressdfishthat, when God is drawing us to Himself, we are to
much absorbed in our own things to notice the hahidh is at work upon us. We crave the world, we
sigh for human approval, we seek ease and comvertlesire above all things to indulge our pridehwit
the vain notion of self-righteousness, and theesfare look not after God. Rather do we cry withiPha
aoh “Who is the Lord, that | should obey His voit&bdd may draw long before we will budge an inch
away from those gods which our own selfishnessskeasip. Young Samuel answered to the call of Je-
hovah at midnight, but with us there is neitherrimganor answering. How can we see God while our
eyes are blinded with self?

While we arecarnal, sold under sin, our heart is dead to the movenw®od’s grace. Only a spir-
itual mind can discern spiritual things, and asase not spiritual, we remain insensible to the rohvi
drawing. | know this was the case with me, anddagptherefore with a humbling experience clear in
my memory, for many a day the Lord drew me, butdl mbt know Him; the Lord worked upon my
heart, but | did not perceive Him. Alas for theansibility which even gospel influences cannot reeto
The Lord must appear to each one of us, or we str@khin ignorant of His ways.

Moreover, dear friends, God must explain His demito us by revealing Himself to us, because
those ways are in themselves frequently mysteribaige Israel, for instance. The Lord moved Pharaoh
to treat Israel with great severity, and to makenthserve with rigor. They made bricks without straw
and the tally of bricks was doubled, till they criey reason of their taskmasters. How was Israpkte
ceive that Jehovah was at the back of all this?tietLord was thus accomplishing His design ofdprin
ing His chosen out of Egypt. The most difficultrtpiwas not for Pharaoh to be compelled to let Israe
go, but to bring the people into such a statetthe would be willing to quit the fertile land. Théved
in plenty in the land of Goshen, and did eat ofl#eks, and the garlic, and the onions of Egyyd, e
they been let alone, they would have had no wiglptéorth to Canaan. They would have been satisfied
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to become Egyptians had they always been treatdtegsvere treated at the first. How were the Israe
ites to understand, till God explained it, thasthdugh usage on the part of Pharaoh was to wesn th
from Egypt, and make them willing to go out evetoia desert that they might escape from the tyrant?
When Pharaoh began to kill their first-born, whenréfused to let them go for a few days to offerisa
fice, and oppressed them more and more, how wesetthknow that this was a part of the plan of Je-
hovah who had loved them with an everlasting loZe@n after He had smitten Pharaoh with all His
plagues, and Egypt was glad when they departed,doovd they comprehend why God led them down
to the brink of the Red Sea? Between Migdol andstee over against Baalzephon, the host was made
to encamp, even in a place from which there wassuape from their cruel foes, whose chariots they
heard rattling behind them. How were they to knbat the Lord had His way in the sea, and His path i
the mighty waters? How could they guess that Hentteabring Egypt down into the depth of the sea,
and there to crush the dragon with so heavy a lthaty through the forty years of Israel’'s sojourrthe
wilderness, upon the Egyptian border, the natiamukhnever be troubled by its old taskmaster? \&ith
high hand, and an outstretched arm, the Lord brotayth His people, but they understood not His
wonders in Egypt till He appeared to them, and,s&idm the Lord your God, which has brought you
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bajelaGod’s dealings with His chosen are often se-my
terious that they cannot know them till they knownidelf.

So it is when the Lord works eternal life in theuk He does not usually begin by giving the man
light, and peace, and comfort. No, but He sorefgpes him with “darkness that might be felt.” He
makes sweet sin to become bitter; He pours galltim fountains of his carnal life till the man begto
be weary of the things which once contented hintl. ¢ften the Lord fits the arrows of conviction tive
string, and shoots again, and again, and agditheilsoul is wounded in a thousand places, anedidy
to bleed to death. The Lord kills before He maKkesals this the Lord’s way of dealing with mertd
even so; it is the way of His loving-kindness aadder mercy. But | say again, how could we expect
unspiritual men to see the hand of the Lord inttal? The awakened man sees more of anger than of
loving-kindness in his griefs, and the idea of éasing love never enters his imagination. That @&od
drawing him with bands of love, and cords of a mam, truth of which he has no inkling. God must re
veal Himself to the man, or else he will not diseothe hand of the Lord in the anguish of his &piri

This appearance of the Lord must be persofifthe Lord has appeared of old unte.” | do not
think any man knows the Lord by merely reading @are, nor by being convinced in his judgment of
the truth of the gospel. There is a special matafes of the Lord unto the conscience, and thethea
and the soul of every man who is indeed taught of.GA\ personal revelation by the Holy Spirit is
needed to bring home to us the revelation of thekBdhe result of it is conversion, or the new Hhirt
and this is always effected by the Spirit of Goduel' knowledge of God is always a divine operation,
not worked at second-hand by instrumentality, batked by the right hand of the Lord Himself. “No
man can come to Me,” says Christ, “except the Fatlngch has sent Me draw him,” and no man under-
stands those drawings except the same Fathercgimaé to him, and manifest Himself to him. | do not
ask the children of God whether they understangl for | know they do. You can, many of you, say,
“The Lord has appeared unto me.” Not that you Heeard a voice, nor seen a great light, as Sauwrmid
the way to Damascus, but as vividly to your inwaye has God appeared as the great light appeared to
Saul's outward eye, and as potently to your sezaethas God spoken as that voice spoke to Sauts ou
ward ear. God has drawn near to us, and His v@isithave new-created us. Till we know the Lord by
personal revelation, we cannot read His handwritipgn our hearts, or discern His dealings with us.

This appearance needs to be repealdie text may be read as a complaint on the pdsrael. Is-
rael says, “The Lord has appeadoddld unto me"—as much as to say, “He has not appearetketlate-
ly.” Of old he was seen by brook, and bush, and @ea rock; when Jacob met Him at Jabbok, and Mo-
ses in the wilderness at the burning bush, but H®wisits are few and far between. “The Lord hps a
peared ofold unto me.” Oh, that He would appear now! | pedythis time that those of you who are
mourning after that fashion may be able to riseadut. It is not the Lord’s desire that He shoblel as a
stranger in the land, or as a wayfaring man thaieabut for a night. He is willing to abide witis. His
delights are with the sons of men. Let us not fotge time when He did of old appear to us—I mean
for the first time. It must be more than thirty-si@ars since the Lord first appeared unto me, doet |
held Him by the eye of faith. How vile was | in myn sight, and how glorious was He in my eyes!
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How my heart melted when | saw Him bleeding onttlee for me! How all my passions burned and
glowed with heavenly ardor as | understood thatltded me, and gave Himself for me! Then His
name, His word, His day, His people, was all presion my sight. That was of old, but | do earnestly
remember it still. It is very sweet to look backoagthe time of our espousals, but it will becontster
retrospect if we do not again and again behold_oud. It is woe to have seen the sun if one is sbwt

up in a dark dungeon. O brothers, do not let usatisfied with old appearances; let us cry to oex B
loved, “O Lord, manifest Yourself anew to me! O Ythat hides Yourself, appear unto me! Look
through the lattices, and let Your face be seeim#égde that condescended to show Himself to you of
old will again reveal His love. What Jesus has déteewill still do. Once you walked by the way, and
your heart burned within you because Jesus spalkeyou; He has said, “I will come again.” Do you
not recollect how, in the very pew in which you a@w sitting, you felt as if you could hardly keep
your seat, you wanted to cry, “Hallelujah!” for jo@y heart. Recall those happy periods, but onlgltec
them with this resolve, “I will behold my Lord agail will again delight myself in Him.” Do not lehe
text be the epitaph of a long-ago appearance,ebutt be the dawning of a new day whose sun stall n
more go down.

This appearance is ever an act of mighty graee text might be read, “The Lord appeafeun
afar to me.” So He did at first. What a great way o# were from God, but behold the Beloved came,
like a roe or a young hart, leaping over the maunstaskipping upon the hills! He came to us in kun
less love when we lay at death’s dark door, theldasnd slaves of hell. Brethren, He can and vathe
again. If He came to us from far, He will surelyr@®again now that He has made us near. Expect Him
to come to you all of a sudden. While | am yet &peg pray that, before you are aware, your sow ma
be like the chariots of Amminadib. Pray for the iedrate revelation of God Himself to your spiritan
way of joy and transport that shall set your soutdapid motion towards the Lord. Should the Lord re
turn to you in gracious manifestation, take caed ftou do not lose Him again. If the bridegroongdsi
to visit you, hold Him fast. If you once see théesplor of His love, do not close your eyes to iiag
but gaze on till you behold Him face to face inrgldBe this your prayer, “Abide with me.” Be notisa
fied till, like Enoch, you always walk with God. Bto this end God must appear to His people.

Il. Secondly, when the Lord does so appear, WE THENGHRE THAT HE HAS BEEN DEAL-
ING WITH US. “The Lord has appeared of old unto s&ying, Yes, | have loved you with an everlast-
ing love:therefore with loving-kindness have | drawn yaWhat exceeding love the Lord showed to us
before we knew Him! Let us now look back and rementhe love olong-suffering,which spared us
when we delighted in sin. The Lord did not cut disio our unbelief; therein is love. Some read this
text, “therefore in loving-kindness have | respitgal,” or “therefore have | drawn out My loving-
kindness unto you,” as if God stretched His lovkngdness while we were stretching out our sinfuines
and continued, year after year, to bear with uaghaove continued in wanton rebellion against Him—

“Determined to save, He watched over my path
When, Satan’s blind slave, | sported with death.”
Think of sparing mercy now that you are able toisbecause the Lord has appeared unto you.

The next admirable discovery is the Lortestraining grace We now see that the Lord held us back
from plunging into the deepest abysses of sin. ldalevnot let us commit crimes by which we might
have ended our lives before conversion. He kepiagk from sins which might have linked us in sad
connections, and led us into such circumstanceswbanever might have been brought to hear His
word, or seek His face at all. Since the Lord hgseared to me, He has made me see His restraining
hand where once | saw nothing but the cruel disapment of my hopes. Blessed be God for those
crooks in my lot which kept me from poisonous pleas!

So, too, we now see tipeeparations of gracethe plowing of our hearts by sorrow, the sowitig o
them by discipline, the harrowing of them by paire watering of them by the rain of favor, the lrea
ing up of them by the frosts of adversity. Theseengot actually grace, but they opened the door for
grace. We now see how in a thousand ways the Lasddsawing us when we knew Him not.

The text chiefly dwells upodrawings | beg you to refresh your memories by recollegtime draw-
ings of the Lord towards you while you were yet adllyg. They began very early with some of us, even
as little children we had great tenderness of dense, and many movements of the Spirit which would
not let us sin as others did. Often when we hadcdwrong, we went to our little beds, and cried our-
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selves to sleep under a sense of sin, a fear o$lpment, and a longing for mercy. Those drawingseewe
continuous with some of us; we can hardly rememigen we were without holy impulses, though we
did not yield to them. When we left the parentalfraghose drawings followed us to our first employ-
ment. Do you remember them? Before you knew thel Uessus, His Holy Spirit strove with you. You
went into great sin, some of you, but the Lord oargd to follow you. Even in your dreams He did not
leave you. They were a way which the Lord had dfigg at you, you hardened yourself against Him
when you were awake, but when you fell asleep Heescyou with visions, and made you think of
judgment to come.

Often these were very gentle drawings, they wetesuch forces as would move an ox or a donkey,
but such as were meant for tender spirits, yet sams they tugged at you very hard, and almost-over
came you. Drawing supposes a kind of resistan¢gt@ny rate, inertness, and truly, we did naotati
ourselves, but needed to be persuaded and entr&uete of you will recollect how the Holy Spirit
drew you many times before you came to Him. Remerttiese thundering sermons which sent you
home to your knees, those deep impressions whialtgald not shake off for a week or two, those de-
pressions of spirit and horrors of darkness owvtwth you could not readily rise. The Lord surroedd
you as a fish is surrounded with a net, and thowayhlabored to escape you could not, but were drawn
more and more within the meshes of mercy.

There are times with men, before conversion, wheort of softness steals over them, when they
feel as if they could not hold out much longer agaappeals so reasonable and so gracious. A n®ther
prayers come up, perhaps her dying words are lsggith, or the death of a little child touches the p
ent’s heart as nothing else has done. The manderuroly influences, he knows not how; there are an
gels in the air around him, though there are dewithe heart within him. The man cannot be at paac
sin, he is restless till he finds rest in Jesuss the Lord drawing all the while, and after therdl has
appeared to us we see it to be so.

Do you remember when at last the Holy Spirit dgew over the line, when at last, without violating
your free will He conquered it by forces propettie mind? Blessed day! You were made a willing cap-
tive to your Lord, led in silken fetters at His cioh wheels, a glad prisoner to almighty love, Bet
from sin and Satan, made to be unto your Lordealbhg servant. He drew you. You did not know
much about it then, but you see it now.

After | had found grace and salvation a littlegiglapsed before | had surveyed the work of the Lor
upon me, and when | did so, | learned much. Sittioggn one day, | meditated upon where | was, and
what | was. | said to myself, “I have believed esds Christ, and | have passed from death untollde
God be praise!” Then my train of thought ran thitow have | come to be in this condition? Did |
make this change in myself? No. Must | praise my drge will? No. Was there originally in me some
betterness which led me to Christ, while my compasihave not come?” | dared not say so and there-
fore | perceived that the difference was made leysthvereign grace of God. | do not know whereabouts
in theology | might have wandered otherwise, botséreflections made me a Calvinist, that is tq say
one who traces salvation to the Lord alone. | daat tny salvation was of the Lord from first to |eestd
| have never had a doubt about the matter sings.nid wish of mine to preach salvation by the wfil
man, or by the will of the flesh, but salvation allgrace, from beginning to end, according to etes-
nal purpose which the Lord purposed in Christ Jésfsre the world was. It did not need any intecat
reasoning to land me on the rock of free gracerohactlf the Lord saved me, then He intended taesav
me; He did not do so by accident or inadvertentenTif He once intended to save me, there could be
no reason why that intention should begin at arnyy moment; He must have purposed to save me from
all eternity. God has His plan and purpose, andtweaactually does must have been known to Him,
and purposed by Him from of old. Then | saw, aa glass, the ways of God towards me, but it was not
till the Lord Himself had appeared unto me thaadl this conception of His ways. He Himself, by His
Spirit, expounded to me the whole system afterfdskion, “I have loved you with an everlastingdov
therefore with loving-kindness have | drawn you.®Wnderstand the drawings of the Lord after we
have seen the Lord Himself, but not till then.

lll. Then we proceed a step further, and WE PERCEIVE THAVING-KINDNESS WAS THE
DRAWING FORCE, “thereforavith loving-kindnessave | drawn you.” At first we think God has dealt
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sternly with us, but in His light we see light, and perceive that the drawing power, which has ginbu
us to receive mercy, is the divine loving-kindndsse is the attractive force.

What multitudes of persons have been drawn td_tnd first by His loving-kindness ithe gift of
His dear SonPerhaps there is no greater soul-saving textarBible than this, “God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoevéevss in Him should not perish, but have everlast-
ing life.” 1 must have conversed with more thanumdired persons who have found the Lord through
this blessed verse. | am speaking very moderdtaly,think | might say that | have known severahh
dreds who have been guided into liberty by thisep@r text. What a drawing there is in the fact tha
God gave His Son to redeem the guilty! Jesus diedhie lost world, and men believing in Him shall
not perish, but have everlasting life. This is thaster magnet, “I, if | am lifted up from the eanill
draw all men unto Me.” The loving-kindness of Gadsaen in the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus draws men
from sin, from self, from Satan, from despair, &man the world.

Next, the hope of pardorfree and full, attracts sinners to God. “Your swhich are many, are all
forgiven you,” makes a man run after Christ. Ohatwa draw there is in that word “Let the wicked-for
sake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts et him return unto the Lord, for He will have
mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abuniiapardon!” How one is drawn by the declaration
“all manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgivgio men!” The blotting out of sin is a glorious
phase of the divine loving-kindness, and many dueeal by it to confess their sins. Is not the prgan
of remission the cord with which the Lord draws nerdimself? “Come now, and let us reason togeth-
er, says the Lord: though your sins are as scahnkey, shall be as white as snow; though they atdike
crimson, they shall be as wool.” Yes, there is saithing as the entire blotting out of a life spenin-
iquity. Jesus can wipe out the record of sin asyaviipes the writing from his slate with a spon§e
is carried away by Jesus, even as the scapegabtary the sin of Israel. “They shall not be meraib
against you any more forever.” “I have blotted @ ,a thick cloud, your transgressions, and asw¢l
your sins.” Thus does loving-kindness draw us.

| have known others drawn to the Lord by anothew\of His loving-kindness, nameliiis willing-
ness to make new creatures of Tke prayer of many has been, “Create in me andheart, O God,”
and they have been charmed by hearing that whosbelieves in Jesus is born again, to start a new
life, ruled by a new principle, and endowed witheav nature, sustained by the Holy Spirit. Many who
desire purity of life and nature, and wish to lghtiwith God, are won by the blessed prospect wfgoe
created anew in Christ Jesus.

It may seem somewhat strange to you, but that fufrloving-kindness which mainly drew me to the
Lord was this—I saw a good deal of the instabifitycharacter in young men who began life with brigh
prospects and fair promises, and | trembled forommp future. | read in the New Testament that hé tha
believes in Jesus has everlasting life. | saw enléimguage of Christ Himself these words—"| giveéoun
My sheep eternal life, and they shall never pemsither shall any man pluck them out of My hands.”
Oh, how | longed to be one of these sheep, in &mel$ of Jesus! | had known school fellows who were
held up as patterns to me, who acted very disafipgly after they left home, and | thought withinym
self, “Oh, for a spiritual life insurance! Oh, farway of putting my soul into secure keeping, s th
shall not become the prey of sin, but shall be kghe grace of God even to the end!” The behat 1
should find thispermanence of gradea Christ Jesus drew me more than anything elskeesos. What a
blessing to obtain “eternal salvation and good hibypeugh grace!” What a favor to receive within the
heart a well of living water, springing up into eeasting life! Let me live till my hair is all wht with
age, He will not suffer me to turn again unto foligr it is written, “I will put My fear in their barts,
that they shall not depart from Me.” | clutchedlat promise from the beginning, and thus with hgvi
kindness the Lord drew me to Himself. | see it nang bless His nhame for using such a magnet.

Brethren, since we have known the Lord, has itbesn His loving-kindness that has always drawn
us? Can you tell me how much loving-kindness yotehenjoyed? Begin the calculation. Yes, you may
take out a paper and pencil if you like, and wateay during the rest of my sermon, and when | have
finished, | will ask you whether you have finisheshd you will answer, “Sir, | have not quite begun
yet.” Oh, the loving-kindness of the Lord! You mangasure heaven, you may fathom the sea, you may
plunge into the abyss, and tell its depth, butltvéeng-kindness of the Lord is beyond you. Herauis
infinite expanse. It is immeasurable, even as GodsHIf is beyond conception. It is everywhere about
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us, behind, before, beneath, above, within, withBuery day the Lord loads us with benefits. Hedbin
us with so many loving-kindnesses that He drawsag not with one cord, but with many, and each
one draws omnipotently. His mercies are more thanhtairs of our head, by day and by night He is
drawing, drawing, drawing with those bands of loaed one of these days our whole body, soul, and
spirit will so yield to the sweet compulsion of adyty love that the whole man will remove to belwit
Him where He is, and still to feel His loving-kiness as we behold His glory. All this was alwaye tru
but we could not see it till the Lord appeared & and declared the gracious fact that with loving-
kindness He had drawn us. The fact is precioustlam#énowledge of it is exceedingly joyful.

IV. Lastly, | believe the appearing of the Lord to annmthe great means of teaching him divine
truth. THEN WE LEARN THAT THE GREAT MOTIVE OF THE IW¥INE DRAWINGS IS EVER-
LASTING LOVE. | do not want to preach any longeut bwant you to think. Description is not needed
as much as meditation and realization. Think, yeartthe voice which with a word made heaven and
earth! Think, you hear it as a still small voiceqispering in your ear, “I have loved you with areev
lasting love: therefore with loving-kindness hawdrawn you.” Perhaps the less | talk about thishibe
ter, for words cannot express the inexpressiblé.ybar spirit lie soaking in this divine assurancé—
have loved you with an everlasting love.” Takepgtinto yourself as Gideon’s fleece absorbed the. dew

Notice, the Lorchas done itlt is an actual fact, the Lord is loving you. Riabse two pronouns to-
gether,“I” and“you.” “l,” the Infinite, the inconceivably glorious—“yQua poor, lost, undeserving,
ill-deserving, hell-deserving sinner: See the lngween the two! See the diamond rivet which jolres
two together for eternity “havelovedyou.” It is not, “I have pitied you,” nor “I havénbught about
you,” but “I havelovedyou!” God is in love with you. | think Aristotleasd that it was impossible for
one to be assured of another’s love without feetiage love in return. | am not sure about that,lbut
think it is quite impossible to enjoy a sense ofiGdove without returning it in a measure. Soul,ybu
return it?

“I have loved you.” Not “I will do so,” but “lhaveloved you.” Poor “you!”—do you not reply,
“Lord, if I might say it, You know all things, Yolknow that | love You. | cannot say that | love You
even as You love me, for | am such a feeble, fiaigature, still | do love You assuredly, and ledsay
no other"? O beloved, what more can | add? The faatethat the Lord loves us is heaven below i it
once thoroughly grasped by the soul.

See the antiquity of this love—"I have loved yoithnaneverlastinglove.” | loved you when | died
for you upon the cross, yes, | loved you long befand therefore did | die. | loved you when | mtue
heavens and the earth, with a view to your abodeeih; yes, | loved you before | had made sea or
shore. When this great world, the sun, the mood,the stars slept in the mind of God, like unbamn f
ests in an acorn cup, He loved His people. He samtin the glass of the future with prescient exg,
es before ages had begun, and then He loved thdmawieverlasting love. There is a beginning fer th
world, but there is no beginning for the love ofd3o His people.

Nor does that exhaust the meaning of “everladbrg.” There has never been a moment when the
Lord has not loved His people. There has been nsganor ebb, nor break in the love of God to His
own. That love knows no variableness, neither siagfoturning. When we were babes, and could not
know Him, He loved us. When we were foolish youttsining riot in iniquity, He loved us. When we
became men, hard and callous, resisting divineegitde drew us, though we did not run after Him, for
He loved us then. He loves us this day as muclvexrs even though He may be chastening us. His love
is a river, always flowing and overflowing, it willever diminish, and it cannot increase, for infaite
already—

“Mine is an unchanging love,
Higher than the heights above;
Deeper than the depths beneath,
Free and faithful, strong as death.”

“I have loved you with an everlasting love.” You ynake a leap into the future, and find that love
still with you. Everlasting evidently lasts forev&ertain divines have tried to cut the heart duhat
word “everlasting,” and to make it out that it meanterminable period, but it is idle to argue witen
to whom words are mere shuttlecocks to play witlesivplainly that which is everlasting lasts forever
You and | may live till we grow old and decrepititthe Lord will not leave us, for it is writtenl, have
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loved you with an everlasting love.” We shall cotoedie, and this shall be a downy pillow for our
deathbed, “I have loved you with an everlastingeldowWhen we wake up in that dread world to which
we are surely hastening, we shall find infinite piapss in “everlasting love.” When the judgment is
proclaimed, and the sight of the great white throrakes all hearts tremble, and the trumpet souxds e
ceedingly loud and long, and our poor dust wakeBap its silent grave, we shall rejoice in thiside
assurance, “I have loved you with an everlastingg foRoll on, you ages, but everlasting love abides
Die out, sun and moon, and you, O time, be bunmedtérnity, we need no other heaven than this, “I
have loved you with an everlasting love!” Brethrtdre Lord’s appearing to us has taught us greagshi

in teaching us everlasting love.

| want the child of God to receive this assuramoeoughly into his soul, that God loves him with a
everlasting love. Why, it makes my pulses beat nouoiiekly, it makes me so full of delight that | can
scarcely contain myself! A divine delight thrillseml, a poor sinner, even |, am the object of eatithg
love. What then? Why, | must love my Lord. How ddrelp it? Do you not feel that you must wake up,
from this time forth, to serve your loving Lord atsevenfold pace? Will you not consecrate yourselve
to Him, to spend and to be spent for Him? Whahe&d too precious to lay at His feet? Out with your
alabaster box now if ever in your lives! What isréhtoo heavy for you to bear? What is there tad ha
for you to undertake for one who has loved youasthfully, without beginning, without change, with-
out measure, without end?

Alas for you, poor heart, to whom this text does nelong! There stands the golden chalice. Oh,
that you were thirsty, for then you might drink idf You have not seen the Lord, for you have not
sought Him. You know not that you are drawn, fouytave never come to Christ, nor have you be-
lieved in His great sacrifice. If there were nol lindreafter, it would be hell enough to me not ngog
everlasting love. | count that man a wretch undehe has never heard the sweet, full music of this
text. What! Do you live without God? Do you despisis love? If there were no hereafter, it is unhap-
piness enough, to be lost to the infinite delighkrmowing the love of God. Oh, that you would noe+ b
lieve in Jesus, and find peace through His blood!

But O you that have this cup of blessing drinktdb the full! Live upon this assurance! Go away
singing because of it! Let not trouble disturb yowhy should it? Let nothing vex you—why should it?
Let no ill deed done to you by another provoke ymeiready to forgive because you see that the Lord
has loved you, and therefore you can love the moktvable. None are too vile to share in our love,
since God has loved us. My heart sings, “He lovedamd gave Himself for me,” and | am now pre-
pared to love my enemies, if | have any.

O Lord, appear to each one of us now! Appear t@aod say, “I have loved you with an everlasting
love: therefore with loving-kindness have | drawouy Grant it, Lord! Grant it for Your sweet love’s
sake! Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—JEREMIAH 30:22-24; 31:1-14.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—231, 230, 463.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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