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“Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God fterael is that they might be saved.
For | bear them record that they have a zeal of Godt not according to knowledge.
For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, agding about to establish
their own righteousness, have not submitted theraesl
unto the righteousness of God.”

Romans 10:1, 2, 3.

WE ought to have an intense longing for the sabwvatif all sorts of men, and especially for thote, i
there are any that treat us badly. We should nenisdr them ill, not for a moment, but in proportitm
their malice should be our intense desire for thewd. Israel had persecuted Paul everywhere wih t
bitterest imaginable hate. When he addressed theimeir synagogues, they rushed upon him in their
fury. When he left them alone, and preached quietiyre Gentiles, they made a mob, dragged him be-
fore the magistrates, and charged him with cauaingmult and either stoned him, or beat him with
rods. He was “an Israelite indeed,” but his pesptgarded him as a turncoat indeed, because hedhad b
come a Christian. Mad as they were against allsilhns, they had a special spite and fury agalmest t
apostate Pharisee. Paul's only reply to all thefuniated malice is this gentle assertion, “Brethray
heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is they might be saved.”

Brethren, let us pray for men that they may beeda®imple as the statement is, | feel sure that we
shall see more conversions when more people pragofoversions. If, as we went about the street, we
made a rule that, whenever we heard a man sweanowkl pray that he might be saved, might we not
hope to see a great many more saved? If, whenewesaw a case of special sin, or read of it in the
newspaper, we were to make it a habit always teraftir heart’s desire and prayer for such offenders
that they might be saved, | cannot tell what cas#lblessings would come from God'’s right hand.

| would bring before you one peculiar class ofspas whose conversion some of us should very
earnestly pray for. They are the kind of people van® here described by the apostle; Israelites, rel
gious people, intensely religious in their wayhaligh that way is not the way of truth. They hazeal
for God, but not according to knowledge. They aghteous peopleseltrighteous people, people that
have done no ill, but, on the contrary, have labdoedo a great deal of good. They are running, and
running well, but they are not running on the rigbéid. They are laboring, and laboring hard, bayth
are not laboring in the right style, and so thell miss their reward. Many of these people are adou
us, and very admirable people they are in many waysstheir condition causes us the utmost anxiety.
There are a few such persons in this present cgatioe, and though they are not as numerous among
us as in many other quarters, yet they have a ieqlace in our affectionate regard. We esteemmthe
so highly that we would be shocked and grieved dhatsingle person of their character should peftish
say most solemnly, “My heart’s desire and prayersiech is that they might be saved; for | bear them
record that they have a zeal of God, but not asgegrid knowledge.”

Bear with me at this time while | talk about thgs®ple. Ifyoudo not belong to this order of minds
yourselves, | am glad of it. Pray for them if yoouyselves are saved. If you know any such, keep on
mentioning them to God in prayer, while | am preaghUse the next half-hour as a time of quiet glea
ing with God, about individuals of whom you will meminded while | am talking. Say, “Lord, bless
her,” or, “Lord, bless him.” If you are not one thfose at whom | shall be especially aiming, thelp he
me with your prayers that this sermon may be chbtligh power by the Holy Spirit.
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I. And first, why ARE WE ESPECIALLY CONCERNED FOR THESPEOPLE? The answer is,
“Becausethey are so zealous.They have a zeal of God. | feel right glad to ms&ih a zealous man
nowadays, for zeal for God has become a rare gualbur land. You see plenty of zeal where pdditic
are concerned. Fashion, and art, and society,isdture, each one evokes zeal of a certain lnd,
we are not overdone with those who are zealoueamtatter of religion. We seem to be pretty nearly
gone to sleep as to essentials of creed and woMHip is zealous? Who burns with holy ardor? Who is
consumed with sacred enthusiasm? If anybody comes f little zealous above others, he is straight-
way condemned. The man of fervent spirit is laughieds “a hot gospeller,” he is called fanatical] a
great efforts are made to put him down. | fear thath the wise and the foolish virgins are going to
sleep at this present time. There is a dullnesisameligious world, as if we had passed into & dhikck,
autumn fog. We want a great and general revivalaiwdile, when we do meet with people who are
zealous, we take an interest in them. Zealouswaicbhzealous in their ceremonies, zealous in their
lief of what they believe—however mistaken theialzemay be, there is something interesting about it.
We like to associate with people who have heartst-dnpleather bottles, out of which all the juicash
gone, but those who have heart, and soul, anddifd,fire, and go. | love to meet with those whe be
lieve in something, and who work under the pressiitbeir belief, and give their strength to therga
ing out of what they believe to be the will of Gdddoes seem a very great pity that any zeal shbel
wasted, and that anyone full of zeal should yesrhis way. We fear that there are some who wikalo
If you want to go to York you may ride very fasu#io, but you will not get to York with all your spe.
Unless you turn your rein towards the north, yoly mde a thousand horses to death, and never see th
gates of the old city. It is of no use to be zealdwyou are zealous in a wrong cause, but whemeet
with any who are such, | say that they become jetythe object of a Christian’s prayers. Pray thoe
zealous with all your hearts, for it is such a pitst one of them should go astray.

Again, they should be especially the subject aofprayers, becaugbeymay go so very wrong, and
may do so much mischief to otheffiose who have no life or energy may easily themselves, but
they are not likely to harm others, whereas a rkestazealot is like a madman with a firebrand in his
hand. Persons who are zealous, and are underakmishay do such a deal of mischief! What did those
Scribes and Pharisees in Christ’'s day? They waneaaalous, and under the pressure of their zegl th
crucified the Lord of glory. What did Saul do irsliime? He was very zealous, and under the inflrenc
of his zeal he dragged men and women to prison,cangpelled them to blaspheme, and when they
were put to death he gave his voice against theta.not doubt that many who burned the martyrs were
quite as sincere in their faith as those whom thayed. In fact, it must have taken an awful amaint
sincerity in the case of some to have been ableelieve that the cruelties which they practicedewver
really pleasing to God. We cannot doubt that thagt buch sincerity. Did not our Lord Himself say,
“Yes, the time comes, that whosoever kills you whihk that he does God service”? Documents, writ-
ten by men who stained their hands with the blobBrotestants, prove that some of them had a right
heart towards God. In their mistaken zeal for Gaodj truth, and church unity, they believed thaythe
were crushing out a very deadly error, and thafp#rsons whom they sent to prison and to death were
criminals that ought to be exterminated, becausg wWere destroyers of the souls of men.

Take heed that none of you fall into a persecusipigit through your zeal for the gospel. A good
woman may be intensely zealous, and for that reabenmay say, “I will not have a servant in my
house that does not go to my place of worship.avehknown landlords, wonderfully zealous for the
faith, who have therefore turned every Dissentebtheir cottages, and have refused to let orntbaif
farms to a Nonconformist. | do not wonder at treginduct, if they are zealous, and at the same time
blind, they will naturally take to exterminatingetiehildren of God. Of course, in their zeal thesl fes if
they must root out error and schism. They will hate Nonconformity near them, and so they get to
work, and in their zeal they hack right and lefthey say strong things and bitter things, and then p
ceed to do cruel things—very cruel things—veriljyiddeng that, in all that they do, they are doingds
service, not thinking that they are violating tlewen rights of God, who alone is Lord of the coesc-
es of men. They would not oppose the will of Godhiéy knew it, and yet they are doing so. They
would not willingly grieve the hearts of those wh@nod loves, and yet they do so when they are brow-
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beating the humble cottager for his faith. Theyklogpon the poor people who differ a little from itihe
as being atrociously wrong, and they consider béaheir duty to set their faces against them, smd
under the influence of the zeal that moves themghyhn itself, is a good thing, they are led tottat
which is sinful and unjust. Hence the apostle rdfeehad felt the weight of the stones from thedsaof
the Jews, prayed that they might be saved, fdrey twere not saved, their zeal for God would cardin
to make murderers of them.

Another reason why we long to see the zealousertew is this—becaugbey would be so useful
The man that is desperately earnest in a wrong ikggu can but show him his wrong, and teach him
what is right, will be just as earnest in the rigigy. Oh, what splendid Christians some would make
who are now such devotees of superstition! Despa& superstition, | look upon many High Church-
men with admiration. Up in the morning early, omaht late, ready to practice all kinds of mooii
tions, to give their very bodies to be burned, aldheir substance in alms, ready to offer prayeth-
out number, and to be obedient to rites without-emthat more could external religion demand of mor-
tal men? Oh, if we could get these to sit at Jefaet, and leave the phylacteries and the broadeved
garments, and worship God in spirit, and have mdidence in the flesh, what grand people they would
make!

See what Paul himself was, when, counting all & Valued so dear to be but dung, he quit it, and
began to preach salvation by grace alone. Whildldve over the world like a lightning flash, and
preached the gospel as with a peal of thundempved| he lived, he died for the Nazarene, whom once
in his zeal, he had counted to be an impostor.hBeat pray with all your might for zealous but rakst
en persons, who have a zeal of God, but not acuptdi knowledge.

Once more, we are bound to make these peoplaitjecs of especially earnest prayer becatse
so difficult to convert thenit requires the power of God to convert anyboeglly, but there seems to
be a double manifestation of power in the conversioa downright bigot when his bigotry is asscsiat
with dense ignorance and gross error. “Oh,” he,sayfo that which is right. | am strict in my rglon.

My righteousness will save me.” You cannot get loum of that. It is easier to get a sinner out &f $in
than a self-righteous man out of his self-rightemss. Conceit, of our own righteousness, stickstas
the skin to the flesh. Sooner may the leopard lesespots than the proud man his self-righteousness
Oh, that righteousness of ours! We are so fond @ur pride hugs it. We do so like to think that are
good, that we are upright, that we are true, treave right in the sight of God by nature, and towe

are beaten out of it with many stripes, yet oud&ty is always to return to it. Self-righteousnisss
bound up in the heart of a man as folly in the he&ma child. Though you grind a fool into a mortar
among wheat with a pestle, yet his self-righteally fwill not depart from him. He will still sticko it
that, after all, he is a good fellow, and deseteese saved. We must, therefore, in a very specaal-

ner pray for such, seeing that self-righteousnessdeep ditch, and it is hard to draw him out \Whe
once fallen into it. Prejudice, of all other oppotss is one of the worst to overcome. The doooekéd.
You may knock as long as you like, but the man wit open it. He cannot. It is locked, and he has
thrown away the key. You may tell him, “You are wgp good friend,” but he is so comfortably assured
that he is right, that all your telling will onlyaike him more angry at you for attempting to distioid
peace. O God! who but You can draw a man out &f ithiry clay of self-righteousness? Therefore do
we cry to You, of Your great grace, to do it. Hoede and many other reasons those who have areal f
God, but not according to knowledge, must haveief gtace in our persistent prayers.

Il. And secondly, WHAT IS IT THAT THESE PEOPLE ARE ACBDING TO OUR TEXT?
These people will not like the text, nor yet like fior honestly explaining it. According to our teittis
very clear that these good people ayeorant “For they being ignorant of God’s righteousnegs,
about to establish their own righteousness.” Ahl yoay be brought up under the shadow of a church,
you may sit all your life in a meeting house, yoaynhear the gospel till you know every term and
phrase by heart, and yet you may be ignorant ofigfieeousness of God. This is not a very complimen
tary statement, but as it is made upon inspiraitdrehooves us to give earnest heed thereto.

Listen! There are many who are quite ignorantcathé natural righteousness of God’s character.
They do not know how intensely He hates sin, how &tiger burns against injustice and untruth. They
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have never conceived an idea of how pure He is,ihmitely holy. They have never been in sympathy
with the angel’s adoration so as to know what iamdy the celestial chant, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord
God of Sabaoth.” “You think,” says God, “that | aftogether such a one as yourself—that if you are
pleased with your righteousness, | must be pleagtdit too, and if your poor pride and stupefiezhe
science is satisfied, therefore your God must lisfsl also.” Those who are satisfied with thewmo
holiness are ignorant of God’s attribute of rightsess.

Again, they are ignorant of the righteousnesdeflaw. Indeed, there is awful ignorance about that
You may hear the Ten Commandments read every Saldbat and | think that it is a good thing to
have them read, and a good thing to have themghogtevhere they can be read, but you will not know
anything about them by merely reading them. Ther@ depth of meaning in those commandments, of
which self-righteous persons are ignorant. Foramst, when they read, “You shall not commit adul-
tery,” does it strike most men’s minds that eveaszivious look breaks that commandment? Do they
reflect that not only acts of fornication and umeieess, but indecent words, thoughts, and lookiare
bidden by that command? A man reads, “You shalkiibt and he thinks to himself, “I never commit-
ted a murder. | can shake hands with that commantjraed sing a merry song under the gallows.” But
Christ says, “He that is angry with his brothertheut a cause, is a murderer,” and ill-will is merrcit
bottom. Murder is but hate ripened into deed, dauefore the least degree of hate is a violatiothef
command, “You shall not kill.” Who among us has reneasured the full compass of the great law of
God? Let me stretch out the line before you foranant. “You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with aluystrength, and with all your mind, and your néigh
as yourself.” Who among us has ever done that”idrewho says, “I have kept the law” is simply ig-
norant of the righteousness which the law of Gdd Before us as the divine requirement. Could we be
hold the law in all its full-orbed majesty, we skibas soon expect to hold the sun in the hollowwwof
right hand as to fulfill the law in all its lengénd breadth.

Further than this, dear friends, a man that icrggiteous, and hopes to get to heaven by his svork
and his religion, is ignorant of God’s righteougugements with regard to his own heart. God resguir
not only that you should do that which is rightt tliat you should think that which is right, thatuy
should love that which is right, yes, and that whwuld be that which is right. He desires truthha
inward parts, and in the hidden part He would has¢o know wisdom. If | could govern my tongue
entirely, yet might | be guilty before God, everttwihat tongue, for there is such a thing as idénse
as well as idle speech. If it were possible to kifxgphands right in all things, yet the heart migihthe
while be willing and anxious to move the hands amasd after all it is the way of the heart whishhe
true gauge of the man’s life. Unless you are ckeaough and through in your very inwards, in theeco
and center of your being, you have not reachetidaighteous requirements of God. What do you say
to this? Are not many grossly ignorant of this?

And then, again, all persons who are self-righsemust surely be ignorant of God’s righteousness
in another sense, namely, they are ignorant thdttas prepared a better righteousness for us. ot L
God has prepared for man a perfect and divinee@lgness, by which He justifies the ungodly. He has
sent His own Son into the world, pure in heart pack in life, to work out that righteousness. T8anh
of His has kept the law in every point, and whanisre, He has honored the law by His death, whereby
He vindicated its tarnished honor, and gave glorthe Law-giver. Now God says, “Sinner, | can make
you righteous through Christ—righteous by imputatibwill impute to you what Jesus did for you. |
will accept you on account of what He is, and oftvHe did. He shall be your righteousness. He shall
be made of God unto you your righteousness.” Nowlguif you say, “No, but | will have a righteous-
ness of my own,” why, man, you must be ignoranGofl’'s righteousness. Would God have taken the
trouble to make another righteousness if you cbalk made one of your own? Is not Calvary, with all
its griefs, a superfluity of naughtiness if menIdooe saved without it! The death of Christ upoa tiee
was an extravagance—a needless extravagance, itamehe saved without it, and if any man can be
saved without Christ, saved by his own works, aanved by the principle of the law, then for him is
Christ dead in vain. There was no need, in the filsce, that Christ should have died for such a,ma
and to such a man Christ has died for nothingoif gre righteous, you have nothing to do with Ghris
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for He is a Savior of sinners. If you have a righigness of your own, you are a rival to Christ. o
holding up your two-penny garment of rags, andrggyiThis is as good as the divine robe of Christ’s
righteousness.” Man, you are stitching together ymor fig leaves, and you are saying, “This is-gar
ment enough for me. | want not to wear the livefrsod, the garment of Christ.” But those leaved wil
wither before the sun goes down, and leave youchékegour shame. You are in opposition to Christ,
you are an Antichrist, and your sin in setting uplsa righteousness is, perhaps, greater tharuihgd
lived in open sin. You are, at any rate, castingnash dishonor upon Christ, and doing as much dis-
pleasure to God by this vain-glorious attempt tbge your own righteousness, as if you had gone
about, like Pharaoh, to ask, “Who is the Lord thsthould obey His voice?” It is only another forrh o
the same pride. In the Egyptian king it takes dragps, and in you it takes another. Therefore, belwar

Brothers and sisters, are you praying for theséome but ignorant and vain-glorious people? Go on
with your prayers. Now in silence cry, “Lord, of ¥iogreat mercy, be pleased to deliver them fronr the
headstrong zeal! Give them light, that they may tfugir ignorance, and be no longer enemies to the
cross, and grace, of our Lord Jesus Christ!”

[Il. That brings me to my third point, which is thishdve shown you why they should be prayed
for. I have shown you that they are ignorant. Noaml going to show you WHAT THEY DO. Accord-
ing to the text they are going about to establishirtown righteousness. | do not know whether | can
give you the idea which this language suggestsytonind, but it is this; here is a kind of stuffedage,
or, if you like, a statue, and they have set itaqg they want it to stand, but it is so badly ¢targed
that it tumbles down. So they set it up again, awer it goes, in other words, they use all manrier o
plots and schemes to set up their righteousness itgotegs, but it repeatedly topples over. Anofiger
ure which may illustrate the expression is thigythave bad foundations for a house, and bad rakgeri
and bad mortar, and they themselves are by no nggetsworkmen. They have built up quite a height
of wall to make a shelter for themselves, but mibles down. Never mind, they are very industrious,
and so they set to work to put it up again. They perseveringly determined, somehow or other, to
build up a righteousness of their own. That isrtteaning of this text. They go about to set up stale
lish—to make to stand—their own righteousness,itisdsuch a crazy thing that it falls down of a&n
weight, and whenever it tumbles down they set iagain. They go about to do it, that is, they irtvadh
sorts of ways; they go to the ends of the earfintbanother bit of stone that will just wedge imdahelp
to settle the cornerstone. All their industry i€spin trying to set up this thing, which is notntoa
button when it is set up. Alas, that folly shoulel ¥ desperately entrenched in the heart of mahhth
will spend his whole life in a persevering attertgotnsult his Maker by preparing a righteousneskisf
own, when his Maker has already worked out, anddgrbin, a righteousness perfect in every respect!

While | am preaching about this | am thinking ofself, and smiling and yet mourning to think
how, in the days of my ignorance, | myself triets thdiculous pastime. The pictures which | shalirp
will be drawn from my own personal experience. ifdtfthe man says, “l shall be saved, for | havat ke
the law. What do | lack yet?” Now a very small hal#l let enough light into the man’s heart to ferc
him to see that this pretence will not answer. Me of us has kept the law. What says the Scripture?
“They are all gone out of the way. They are togetlecome unprofitable; there is none that does good
no not one.” You have only to read the law overthoy light of conscience, and you must say to your-
self, “I see that | cannot be saved by the perfteeping of the law, since | have broken that law al
ready.” When driven from this foolish hope, the nmaadily sets up another. If he cannot work, then a
man tries to feel—and | know | tried to feel. Oseslhe cries, “| must join a bit of religion to myrp
morals. | do not quite understand how the combamais to be made, but we have to maintain a reputa-
tion for righteousness, and we must do it by hookycrook. It is true that | have not kept the law
Well, then, | will pray every morning and pray eyerght very regularly, and take a good long time
over it too, when | do not go to sleep, or whem Indt wake up too late! And I will read so muchtiod
Bible every day; a grand thing that! And if | caet ghrough the Bible in a certain time, that wibge
one, will it not? Then I shall attend regularly lage of worship, and then, | think—well, | must lzep-
tized, perhaps, or at any rate confirmed, or | ngasto the sacrament, and when | have done all dbis
you not think it will come pretty square?” If a maonscience is awake, it will not come squargir
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go back to the old figure, the image will not stanptight, it will tumble over. After appearing ttaad
firm for a while, our poor wretched righteousnesswg top-heavy again, and over it goes. The man
says, “No, | do not feel righteous after all! Thesesomething amiss.”

Conscience begins to call out, “It will not do.efaps, the man is taken ill. He thinks that hgois
ing to die, and he says, “Alas, | could not diehasb poor a hope as this! This boat would nevarycar
me across the river Jordan. | can see that it leaksterribly. There are a hundred points in whici
hope utterly fails me. What shall | do?” Well, thée must keep his wretched presence afloat somehow
and so he cries, “At length | must go in for sonmgghthunderingly good. | will give a lot of money
away.” If he is a rich man, he says, “I will endaw almshouse. You see | need not give the moridy til
die. That will do very well. I had better keep ibike | am alive, and then leave it when | cannagké.
Won't it be a splendid thing? And if | put a paidte&indow in a church, surely that will go a longywa
or | will give a lump sum to a hospital.” To buitdbridge, or mend the common roads, used to be the
way in which a man who wanted to bid high for heaweade his offers in olden times, or else the
monks and friars promised to sing him into gloryttee small consideration of ten thousand a yead A
SO men go into that line, and seek salvation bylmse. And they hear about saints who fast. Well,
then, they say, “Oh, | shall fast!” Then they sdyhave not prayed long enough. | must pray twise a
long.”

According to the church to which he belongs, thalaus person becomes a determined partisan of
his sect. Remember how Mr. Bunyan said that, whemas a godless man, he could have kissed the
earth on which the clergy walked, and he thougat évery nail in the church door was sacred? Among
Dissenters, the man who is trying to save himsalially thinks that every practice of the little aowon
nity with which he is united is infallibly correckle has no real love to Christ, and has no trust in
Christ’s righteousness, but how he will work at faigorite self-salvation! And you will have to woskt
it, sirs, if you are going to heaven by your worlRsl work your fingers to the bones is nothing. You
might as well try to climb to the stars on a tredbas to get to heaven by your good works, andater
ly, you might more easily sail from Liverpool to Amca on a dried leaf than ever get to heaven by
works and doings of your own. There is more wailesh will ever come of yourself. You want a Sav-
ior. You must be born again from above. You wasabkvation that shall be a gift of infinite charity,
blessing of the boundless mercy of the eternal @od,nothing else will save you.

But, oh, men will go about to set up their owrhtepusness, and | will tell you what some of them
will do tonight! “Ah!” they will say, “quite right,Mr. Spurgeon. Quite right. | cannot bear that work
mongering and self-justification, but | hope thahhll be saved because | feel so deeply my sihipers
and | groan so heavily under a sense of guilt.” Yot to that, do you? It is only another forntroist-
ing to your own works. | must rout you out of ydaelings, as well as out of your works. You may jus
as well trust in the one thing that comes of yauinathe other thing that comes of you. Your sabrat
lies absolutely outside of yourself, in the persbthe Lord Jesus Christ, and not in what you da,if
what He is. If you add to that foundation stickstwne of your own—thought, feeling, or work of your
own—yby way of trusting in it, you have spoiled thavation of Christ. It shall never be “Christ and
Company.” Hence be sure that if Jesus is to saueyamu must let Him do it, and you must stand dut o
the way. “What! Am | not to work?” Oh, yes! Work hard as ever you like if He has saved you, but as
to the salvation itself, that is with Him. “But vaee to work out our own salvation.” Certainly yae,a
after He has worked it in you to will and to dokis own good pleasure. But you cannot work out of
yourself what is not in yourself, and you canndat ipinto yourself, the Lord Jesus must put it théor
you, and then you must with diligence work it autyour life and conversation. The inner and spatitu
work is all His doing, from first to last.

| know that you do not like this doctrine, sir. (Yare sitting very uneasily, and looking towards th
door; | thought | saw you seize your cane just nelave patience a few minutes longer. Suppose that
you were to get to heaven in your way, what wowddden? | am afraid that sacred place would become
more than a little mixed. Whenever | get to heavemi)l sing to the praise of the glory of His geto
which | shall owe it all. When you get there, yannot sing with me. You must have a new tune. You
will throw up your cap, and say, “I have managedofier all!” This will lead to a very speedy corttes
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and quarrel. You will glorify yourself, and depeungdon it; sinners saved by grace will glorify Christ
Our jealousy for His glory will not allow us to tohte you in the realms of the blessed. Our Lortbis
going to have any discord in heaven; you shalsialy His praises there, or never sing at all. Thele
be no divided praise, but the strain shall be seh¢ tune ofSalvation all of grace“Salvation to our
God, that sits upon the throne, and unto the Ldorbyer and ever.”

I\VV. Lastly, dear people of God, are you praying abbesé¢ zealous, mistaken people all this while?
Let me entreat you to renew your supplications.llStxa stop a minute while you do? Remember that
you also were once in the dark, and that you fobliboped to be saved in the same proud and selfish
manner which has such charms for them. Pray abeut that the Lord will fetch them out of their self
righteousness—"0O Lord, of Your infinite mercy, hyito Yourself and to Your dear Son, those earnest
persons who have a zeal of God, but not accordingowledge! O You, who does great marvels, en-
lighten the darkness of those who are prejudicaihagthe day!”

The fourth thing is, WHAT THEY WILL NOT DO. “Goingbout to establish their own righteous-
ness, they have not submitted themselves untagheeousness of God.”

“They have not submitted themselves unto the eigiisness of God.” Why, there are some that have
not submitted even tbear it! Possibly, | address tonight one who never came before, and has al-
ways said, “No, | should not think of going to suelplace.” You are only one of a numerous band of
people of that character. Our law does not judge man before it hears him, but these people both
judge and condemn the gospel without giving it aarls attention. If you speak to them about itythe
are wrapped up in an idea of their own righteoudeptness, and they really cannot endure to hear
themselves talked to as if they were common sinrfges they not good enough of themselves? What
can you tell them better than they already know®yTtho not want to hear the gospel. | think that |
would recommend them, at any rate, to hear whaf liecause the next time they speak againstey, th
will speak with more knowledge. It is always a pityt to know even that which we most despise. Even
contempt should have a rational foundation. It wok hurt you, friend, to know. And yet there ilsu
prejudice in the mind of some that they refusedguaint themselves with the truths which God has re
vealed. “Sinners saved by grace!” they say, “Sawaby faith! It is all very well for the commongt
but it does not do for ladies and gentlemen likeWe were always so good.” Very well, then, if tiet
really the case, you know there is a heaven foctimmonalty, and it is highly probable that youidsd
and gentlemen are too good to go there. Whereywillgo? There is but one way to heaven, and that
way is closed against the proud, and if you chaod®e so proud, you will close it against yoursaifd
we cannot help you. But we will pray—pray God thegjudice may yield, and that tonight, and at other
times, those who have a zeal for God, but not ategrto knowledge, may, at least, be willing to thea
what the gospel is. How many have been broughthiasCin the old times by reading Martin Luther
upon the Galatians! That is a book in a rough ehatgle. What sledge-hammer words Martin uses!
Only the other day | met a man who came to medike of the old Puritans, and he said to me that he
had traversed the line of the two covenants. Halbég converse with me in that antique, majestile st
which comes of Puritanic theology. | thought—Blé&ss man! He has risen from the dead. He is one of
Oliver Cromwell’s grey Ironsides. He will be abketell me of Naseby and Marston Moor. So | said to
him, “Covenant and law, where did you pick that frignd?” “Not at any church or chapel,” he said.
“There are none round about where | live who knowtlaing at all about it. They are all in the daok t
gether—mute dogs that cannot bark.” “How did youndtle on the true light?” | asked. The man re-
plied, “In the good providence of God, | met witradMer Martin Luther on the Galatians. | boughoit f
six-pence out of a box in front of a booksellet®g.” Oh, it was a good find for that man! Six pgnn
worth of salvation, according to the judgment ofnmieut infinite riches, according to the judgment o
God: he had indeed found a jewel when he learnedrthh of Salvation by grace through faith. | rec-
ommend persons, whether they will read Martin Lutbreany other author, to be especially careful to
read the Epistle to the Galatians itself. Paul hansnthere against all hope of salvation by the kavad
puts salvation on the basis of grace, and graaeeakbirough faith which is in Christ Jesus. Stikre
are many who will not incline their ear, and cormaeChrist; they will not even hear that their somay
live. Do not they deserve to die who are too primuldearken to the way of life?
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And then there are others who, when they heailithot admit that they need it. “What, sir! Muist
go down on my knees? Must | confess that | am raesjra real sinner? Must | come before God as if |
had been a criminal? Must | stand in the dock, @edd guilty?” Yes, you must, or else you will neve
be saved. “They that are whole have no need ofyaighn, but they that are sick.” Off with that imelt
of obstinacy! Down with the plumes of pride! You sticome to God on your bended knees, with a rope
about your neck, as one who is only fit to die, &edcast into hell, for He will never save you oy a
other terms. He must extend to you the scepteriefalsolutely sovereign grace, and save you as an
undeserving, ill-deserving, hell-deserving sinmerelse you can never be saved at all. What dosggu
to this? Do you reply, “I will never submit to suehhumiliation”? God will never alter His terms to
please you. Some will not submit to accept salwatlbis freely offered, without money and without
price, but men would like to pay for it at leastiwsomething, and they turn upon their heel. Thaly w
not have it as a free gift.

Again, there are others who will not submit to #parit of it—to the influence of it, for you must
know that the spirit of free grace is this—if Gaa/es me for nothing, then | belong to Him foreved a
ever. If He forgives me every sin simply becauselleve in Jesus, then | will hate every sin, ded f
from it. If He grants me forgiveness on no ground that of His own absolute mercy and good pleas-
ure, as He has put it, “I will have mercy on whowill have mercy, and | will have compassion on
whom | will have compassion,” then | will love Himith all my heart, and soul, and strength, till éim
shall be no more. Now, for the love | bear Himi,ill fead a holy life. | will serve Him with everyqwer
of my being. The virtue | aimed at before, in myrostrength, | will now ask for from His Holy Spirit
The goodness that | thought | had, but never hadl] eek to have as a gift of His grace workeahnie,
and |, because of His great goodness to me, wél 0 Him, and will not henceforth serve myself or
serve sin, but will serve Him who has bought mehwdis precious blood. Many will not submit to that,
yet they can never be saved from sin unless theld yhemselves as the blood-bought servants of
Christ. Christ comes to save His people from teeis, and from their sins He will save them; thieglls
no longer be in bondage to the powers of evil. Iteel Jesus accomplishes this salvation by freealy fo
giving them, and then moving their hearts to sudbva of Him that they become in love with every-
thing that is pure and holy, and are filled withrkd of everything that is unjust, and wrong, andkw
ed, and their life becomes totally changed. Whatptinciple of law talked about doing, but neved,di
the principle of grace actually does. It puts a meainspring into the man, and when the works within
are right, then the hands without soon move acngrtb right rules. | most earnestly pray that mafhy
you may submit to the righteousness of Christ. i@urselves up; trust in Christ; believe in Himavh
died for sinners; take Him to be your Savior tohidgdo not go to sleep till this is done, lest yoak& up
in the bottomless pit.

With my whole soul | offer the prayer of my tekig night, and do you also, dear friends, keep on
praying. | ask all of you Christian people to inseispecial petition into all your prayers, ankéep it
there—*O Lord, save by Your grace those who haveeal for You, which is not according to
knowledge! Grant that they may not go about toldista their own righteousness, but may submit
themselves unto the righteousness of God!” Amenfandn.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PHILIPPIANS 3.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—563, 684, 554.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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