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“And when He had looked round about on them with g@r, being grieved for the hardness
of their hearts, He said unto the man, Stretch foryour hand.”
Mark 3:5.

MY text will really consist of these words, “He loed round about on them with anger, being
grieved for the hardness of their hearts.” It is thvine Lord, the pitiful Jesus, the meek and jowl
heart, who is here described as being angry. Wdieeedo we meet with such a statement while He was
here among men? A poor man was present in the sgnaghat had a withered hand, it was his right
hand, and he who has to earn his daily bread cassguhat it must be to have that useful membeddrie
up or paralyzed. In the same synagogue was th@iSagady to restore to that hand all its knowrcéor
and cunning. Happy conjunction! The company that dg@hered in the synagogue, professedly to wor-
ship God, would they not have special cause toodalgen, they saw a miracle of divine goodness? |
can imagine them whispering one to another, “Wdl ste® our poor neighbor restored today, for the
Son of God has come among us with power to hedl Hmwill make this a very glorious Sabbath by
His work of gracious power.”

But | must not let imagination mislead me; they dothing of the kind. Instead of this, they sat
watching the Lord Jesus, not to be delighted byetnof His power, but to find something for which
they might accuse Him. When all came to all, theast that they would be able to allege would bé tha
He had healed a withered haowl the Sabbath. Overlooking the commendation due for the mirasfle
healing, they laid the emphasis upon its being donéhe Sabbath, and held up their hands with horro
that such a secular action should be performeduoh a sacred day. Now, the Savior puts very plainly
before them the question, “Is it right to do goadtbe Sabbath day?” He put it in a form which cally
lowed one reply. The question could, no doubt, Haeen easily answered by these Scribes and Phari-
sees, but then it would have condemned them, aardftire they were all as mute as mice. Scribes most
skilled in splitting hairs, and Pharisees who comlélasure the border of a garment to the eightmof a
inch, declined to answer one of the simplest qaestin morals. Mark describes the Savior as looking
round upon them all with anger and grief, as walrhight.

You know how minute Mark is in his record, his eb&tion is microscopic, and his description is
graphic to the last degree. By the help of Marké&acwords you can easily picture the Savior logkin
round upon them. He stands up boldly, as one widonbéhing to conceal, as one who was about to do
that which would need no defense. He challengeérgbtion, though He knew that His opposition to
ecclesiastical authority would involve His own deand hasten the hour of the cross. He did not def
them, but He did make them feel their insignificaras He stood looking round upon them all. Can you
conceive the power of that look? The look of a mdwo is much given to anger has little force intits
the blaze of a wisp of straw, fierce and futilemiany cases we almost smile at the impotent ragehwh
looks out from angry eyes, but a gentle spirite ltke Savior's, commands reverence if once moved to
indignation. His meek and lowly heart could onlywédeen stirred with anger by some overwhelming
cause. We are sure that He did well to be angry.

Even when moved to an indignant look, His angelednthere, He only looked, but spoke no word
of upbraiding. And the look itself had in it moré mty than of contempt, or, as one puts it, “mofe

compassion than of passion.” Our Lord’s look upwat tassembly of opponents deserves our earnest re-
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gard. He paused long enough in that survey to gpea each person, and to let him know what was in-

tended by the glance. Nobody escaped the seardigimgwhich those expressive eyes flashed upon

each malicious watcher. They saw that to Him thase conduct was loathsome, He understood them,
and was deeply moved by their obstinacy.

Note well that Jesus did not speak a word, andHgesaid more without words than another man
could have said with them. They were not worthyaokord, neither would more words have had the
slightest effect upon them. He saved His wordsierpoor man with the withered hand, but for these
people a look was the best reply, they looked an,kind now He looked on them. This helps me to un-
derstand that passage in the Revelation, wherertpedly are represented as crying to the rockeve c
er them, and the hills to hide them from the fatcklin that sat upon the throne. The Judge haspmt s
ken so much as a single word, not yet has He opteellooks, not yet has He pronounced the sentence,
“Depart, you cursed,” but they are altogether fiedi by the look of that august countenance. Concen
trated love dwells in the face of Jesus, the Judgejn that dread day, they will see it set oe fivith
wrath. The wrath of a lion is great, but it is nathcompared with that of the Lamb. | wish | hadlgk
describe our Lord’s look, but | must ask the aid/ofir understanding and your imagination to make it
vivid to your minds.

When Mark has told us of that look, he proceedmémtion the mingled feelings which were re-
vealed by it. In that look there were two things-erth were anger and grie—indignation and inward
sorrow. “He looked round about on them with an@eing grieved for the hardness of their hearts.” He
was angry that they should willingly blind theiresyto a truth so plain, an argument so convinditey.
had put to them a question to which there coulg bel one answer and they would not give it, He had
thrown light on their eyes, and they would not ggéle had utterly destroyed their chosen pretekt f
opposition, and yet they would persist in oppoditign. Evidently it is possible to be angry and to be
right. Hard to many is the precept, “Be you angmg ain not,” and this fact renders the Savior'sraba
ter all the more admirable, since He so easily edished what is so difficult to us. He could bgian
with the sin, and yet never cease to compassidhatsinner. His was not anger which desired evisto
object, no touch of malevolence was in it, it wasmy love on fire, love burning with indignation
against that which is unlovely.

Mingled with this anger there was grief. He waarbroken because their hearts were so hard. As
Manton puts it, “He was softened because of thaidhess.” His was not the pitiless flame of wrath
which burns in a dry eye; He had tears as welhgea His thunderstorm brought a shower of pityhwit
it. The Greek word is hard to translate. There ligtvan eminent critic calls a sorttofetherness in the
word, He grieved with them. He felt that the haef their hearts would one day bring upon them an
awful misery, and foreseeing that coming grief,dfieved with them by anticipation. He was grievéd a
their hardness because it would injure them; thiend enmity vexed Him because it was securingrthei
own destruction. He was angry because they welttililrejecting the light which would have illumi-
nated them with heavenly brightness, the life whichild have quickened them into fullness of joy.
They were thus determinedly and resolutely destigpyheir own souls out of hatred to Him, and He was
angry, more for their sakes than His own.

There is something very admirable in our Saviagrewhen we see Him in an unusual condition.
Even when He grows angry with men, He is angry wh#m because they will not let Him bless them,
because they will persevere in opposing Him fosoea which they cannot themselves support, and
dare not even own. If | had been one of the dissiptho were with Him in the synagogue, | think |
should have burned with indignation to see thensittihg there, refusing to forego their hate, et
unable to say a word in defense of it. | doubt tiw#, loving spirit of John grew warm. What a hdeib
thing that any creature in the shape of a man shactl so unworthily to the blessed Son of Godpas t
blame Him for doing good! What a disgrace to owerdor men to be so inhuman as to wish to see thei
fellow man remain withered, and to dare to blaneegéntle Physician who was about to make him per-
fectly whole! Man is indeed at enmity with God whesnfinds an argument for hate in a deed of love.
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Our first question isyWhat was the cause of this anger and this grief? Then let us inquird)oes any-
thing of this sort rest in us? Do we cause our Lord anger and grief? And thirtlyus askwhat should
be our feeling, when we see that something about us may cause, or does cause Him, anger and grief? Oh
that the Holy Spirit may bless this sermon to dlbvhear me this day!

I. WHAT CAUSED THIS ANGER AND GRIEF? It was their harelss of heart. To use other
words, it was the callousness of their consciettoeiy lack of feeling. Their hearts had, as it were
grown hard, and had lost their proper softness. lidrma may furnish us with an illustration. Some- per
sons have very delicate hands, the blind who raedd type with their fingers develop special sensi
tiveness, and this sensitiveness is of great veduewhen men are put to pick unraveling rope, relak
stones, or do other rough work, their hands becoané and callous, even so is it with the heartctvhi
ought to be exceedingly tender, through continuamen it grows callous and unfeeling. Use is s&co
nature, the traveler’s feet get hardened to the Wisyface becomes hardened to the cold, and higewh
constitution is hardened by his mode of life. Pessbave taken deadly drugs little by little tileshhave
been hardened against their results, we read tarpithat Mithridates had used poison till at lastwas
unable to kill himself by it, so hardened had hedmee. But hardening is of the worst kind when ket
place in the heart. The heart ought to be all teves, but when it is not, the life must be coanse
evil. Yet multitudes are morally smitten with ogsition of the heart. Do we not know some men in
whom the heart is simply a huge muscle? If theyehaw hearts they are made of leather, for theg hav
no pity for anybody, no fellow feeling, even foethrelatives. God save us from a hard hearta$eto
something worse than death! A heart of flesh maydwe out of a man, and instead thereof he may
have a heart of stone, Scripture even calls itddamant stone”—unfeeling, unyielding, impenetrable,
obstinate. Those enemies of our Lord who sat irsyfmagogue that Sabbath day were incorrigible, they
were desperately set on hating Him, and they sthemngd themselves in the resolve that they woutd no
be convinced, and would not cease to oppose Hintjifa say or do whatever He might. Our Lord Je-
sus became angry, grieved, and sorrowful with them.

What was their exact fault?

First, they would not see, though the case was clear. He had set the truphasady before them that
they were obliged to strain their understandingawoid being convinced, they had to draw down the
blinds of the soul, and put up the shutters ofrttied, to be ablawot to see. There are none as blind as
those that will not see, and these were of thaidekt order, they were blind people that had epeds a
boasted that they could see, and therefore theiwas utterly without excuse. Ah, me! | fear tha w
have many around us still, who know, but do notactheir knowledge, who do not wish to be con-
vinced and converted, but harden themselves adaiwosin duty and plain right.

What was morewhat these people were forced to see they would not acknowledge. They sullenly
held their tongues when they were bound to spealksht not happen to many persons that the gospel
forces itself upon their belief? They feel thatytle®uld not conjure up an argument against thendivi
truth which is set before them. The word comes wgitich demonstration that it smites them with
sledgehammer force, but they do not intend to admower, and so they brace themselves up to bear
the blow without yielding. They shut their monttgamst the water of life which is held up to them i
the golden cup of the gospel. No child could shsittbéeth more desperately against medicine than the
against the gospel. Any man may take a horse twéher, but ten thousand cannot make him drink, and
this is proved in many a hearer of the word. Tisatethese Scribes and Pharisees, it is a wondethtéha
stones did not cry out against them, they were aggedly determined not to admit that which they
could not deny. Are there none of that breed amuanstill?

More than thatywhile they would not see what was so plain, they were diligently seeking to spy out
flaws and faults where there were none, namely, in the Lord Jesus. So there are many who profess that
they cannot understand the gospel, but they haderstanding enough to quibble at it, and cast slurs
upon it. They have a cruelly keen eye for non-exiserrors in Scripture; they find this mistakeDiau-
teronomy and another in Genesis. What great wisdoine diligent in making discoveries against one’s
own eternal interests! The gospel of the Lord J&susan’s only hope of salvation, what a pity taeb
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it the height of cleverness to destroy our onlydioblas for captious skeptics! They are sharp-gight
as eagles against themselves, but they are blibdtago those things which make for their peabesé
Scribes and Pharisees tried to discover the undesable, namely, some fault in Jesus, and yet they
could not or would not see the wickedness of thein opposition to Him.

They dared to sit in judgment upon the Lord, who proved Himself by His miracles to be diviaed
yet all the while they professed great revereneeGod and for His law. Though they were fighting
against Godthey made the pretense of being very zealous for Him, and especially for His holy day. This
is an old trick of the enemy, to fight true religiwith false religion, to battle with godlinesstire name
of orthodoxy. This is a hollow sham, and we do wonder that our ever sincere and truthful Lord felt
indignant at it. You will know yourselves whetharwever do this. | fear that many do. By their Zeal
the externals of religion they try to justify thejpposition to the vital possession of it.

Brethren, | pray that none of us may be hypocrii@sthe Lord Jesus cannot endure such. He cares
not for whitewashed sepulchers, but proclaims wae all false professors. Here let me give youra pa
able—In our fine old churches and cathedrals yaumenuments raised to the dead. These are rich in
costly marble and fine statuary, with here anddlaetouch of gold, and a Latin inscription flatbeyithe
dead. What a goodly show! Yet what does it all n?e®rhy, that, corpses are underneath. Take down
those marble slabs, remove a little earth, andcgmoe to corruption and moving loathsomeness. Graves
are fitter for cemeteries than for the place whehonsecrated to the living God. | do not mearthyy
any censure upon the tombs, which are well enolughly use them as a parable. What shall | say of
those men and women of whom they are the type antdleen? They are dead while they live, and have
a form of godliness but deny the power of it; tipegsent a fair outside, but secretly practice @hner
of abominations. What have these to do in the ¢hafcGod? What a horror to know that there are such
in the assemblies of the saints! O my hearers;ddiie@ hardness which would permit you to be hypo-
crites! Shun above all things that deadness of wihith makes a false profession possible, for ithis
very grievous to the Lord.

A hard heart is insensible, impenetrable, ancxifile. You can no more affect it than if you shbul
strike your hand against a stone wall. Satan hdsidd it, and made its possessor to be steadfast,
movable, always abounding in the works of sin. €henity of such a heart leads it to resist all ibat
good, its hardness returns the efforts of lovéhanform of opposition. Our Savior saw before Him-pe
sons who would oppose Him whatever He did, and evaot change their minds however they might be
made to see their error. Let this suffice to exptae scene before us of our Lord grieved and angry

[I. 1 must now come closer to home, while | inquire, THERE ANYTHING OF THIS SORT
AMONG US? Oh, for help in the work of self-examioat

Remember, we may grieve the Savior because dfahdness of our hearts, and yet be very respect-
able people. We may go to the synagogue, as thdseel may be Bible readers, as the Scribes were,
we may practice all the outward forms of religias, the Pharisees did, and yet the Lord Jesus may be
grieved with us because of the hardness of out.hear

We may anger the Lord, and yet be strictly non+oattal. | dare say there are some here who are
not Christians, and yet they never say a word atj@hristianity. They are strictly neutral. Theylge
that the less they think or say about this gredtenghe better. Jesus was angry that men shousibe
lent when honesty and candor demanded speechrof ¥au must not think you are going to escape by
saying, “I am not a professor.” There can be nadtpiarty in this case. In the eternal world ther@o
provision made for neutrals. Those who are not d#tbus are against Him, and they that gather ribt wi
Him are scattering abroad. You are either wheda@s, and there is nothing between the two. Q sirs
you grieve Him though you do not openly oppose HBuime of you are especially guilty, for you ought
to be among the foremost of His friends. Shameanty treat the Lord so ill!

You may be very tender towards other people; @b, fgou may have, like the old Jewish king, great
tenderness towards everybody but the Lord. DidZealekiah say, “The king is not he that can do any-
thing against you”? | know many who are so fondolafasing others that they cannot be Christians.
They have not the moral courage to oppose anyanrthé truth’s sake. O sirs, this may well makeauges
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look upon you with anger and grief, that you shdoddso self-denying, so kind, and so considerate to
others, and yet act so cruelly to Him and to youese To yourselves, it is a cruel kindness, toesav
yourselves from speaking out. Your fear is driviy to spiritual suicide. To save a little presteat-

ble you are heaping up wrath and judgment.

Alas, this hardness of heart may be in us, thauglihnave occasional melting! | think that man has a
very hard heart that is at times deeply moved vimlently represses his emotions. He hurries hamne t
his chamber greatly distressed, but in a short imeallies, and shakes off his fears. He goesftmer-
al, and trembles on the brink of the grave, butgdiis merry companions, and is at his sins adien.
likes to hear a stirring sermon, but he is carefilto go beyond his depth while hearing it. Hensthe
watch against his own welfare, and is careful tepkeut of the way of a blessing. By a desperataves
he holds out against the pressure of the graceodf &s it comes to him in exhortations and engsati
He is often rebuked, but he hardens his neck, bedasionally on the verge of yielding, but he ke
his evil firmness, and holds on his way with peesamce worthy of a better cause. How often have we
hoped better things for some of you! How often hgoe blighted those hopes! You must be very hard
in heart to hold out so long. It shows a strongstitetion when a man has frequently been near éhde
and yet has recovered and it shows an awful wtalitevil when you have been driven to the verge of
repentance, and then have deliberately turned tmathe way of evil, sinning against conscience and
conviction.

Yes, and we may have this hardness of heart, enkiegp quite clear of gross sins. | have wondered
at some men, how they have guarded themselvestaircelirections, and yet have been lax in other
matters. While they have gone to excess in singisig&od, they have been scrupulous in avoiding
wrong towards man. Their sins have not been stdnéssand, | hope they do not forget that “sand is
heavy,” and that a vessel can as easily be wreoked a quicksand as upon a rock. Your outwardly
moral man is often a hardened rebel against GaglpHide of character helps to harden him agairest th
gospel of grace. He condemns others who are reallyorse than himself. There is an abominable kind
of prudence which keeps some men out of certais; $irey are too mean to be prodigal, too fond of
ease to plunge into risky sins. Many a man is edrdff his feet by a sudden flood of temptatiord an
sins grievously, and yet at heart he may be by eanms as hardened as the cool, calculating transgres
sor. Woe unto the man who has learned to sin dealiély, and to measure out iniquity as if it were a
lawful merchandize, to be weighed by the ounce twedpound! Why sir, on account of the evident
strength of your mind better things are expecteglonf. You cannot plead violence of passion, or fee-
bleness of judgement. For you there will be resitvee deeper hell, though you escape present con-
demnation.

This hardness of heart may not overcome you tduhet present, and yet you may have grave
cause to dread it. Hardness of heart creeps overaypénsensible degrees. The hardest-hearted man in
the world was not so once, the flesh of his head petrified little by little. He that can now cerand
blaspheme once wept for his boyish faults at hishers knee, and would have shuddered at the bare
idea of falling asleep without a prayer. There these about us who would give worlds to be freenfro
the bondage of habit, so as to feel as once theeyTtheir soul is as parched as the Sahara, itdrgstk
ten the dew of tears, their heart is hot as an sw#nevil passions, and no soft breath of holyifmite
ever visits it. Oh that they could weep! Oh thatytitould feel! Repentance is hidden from their eyes
There remains nothing sensitive about them, extepthe base imitation of it which comes overrthe
when they are in a maudlin state through strongkdiVhat calamity can be greater? What can be said
of sin that is more terrible than that it hardend deadens? Well did the apostle say, “Exhort o¢ha
er daily, while it is called today; lest any of ybe hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.”

| cannot forbear saying that among the hardenec thre some who may be said especially to pro-
voke the Lord. Among these we must mention those,iilom their birth and education, received an
unusually keen moral sense, but have blunted itejpgated crimes. Those sin doubly who have had
double light and special tenderness of nature. gu@gyou sons of the godly, whether there are not
many such among you! Esau was all the more a “peofgerson” because he was a son of Isaac, knew
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something about the covenant heritage, and hadicéne touches of nature which ought to have made
him a better man.

This is also true of those who have been indulggdrovidence. God has dealt with them with
wonderful favor, they have continued long in go@alth, they have been prosperous in business, their
children have grown up around them, they havehall heart can wish, and yet God receives from them
no gratitude; indeed, they hardly give a thoughtlitm. Ingratitude is sure to bring a curse uponrtian
who is guilty of it. Alas, the ungrateful are nurmes everywhere! Some who are well known to me
should have remembered the Lord, for He has grahted a smooth path, a full wallet, and sunshine to
travel in. If there were an honest heart in yownjoearts would cleave to the Lord in deep andtiiear
love. Silken cords of love are stronger with truemthan fetters of iron are to thieves.

Let me not forget the obligations of others wheehheen often chastened, for this side of the ques-
tion has its force also. Certain persons have eudomany trials; they have often suffered pain afyho
and have been brought at times to the verge ofitree, they have lost the beloved of their eyeh wit
stroke, they have followed their children to thewgr, sorrows have been multiplied to them. Yegraft
all, they are hard of heart. The fire of afflictibas not softened their iron nature. Why shouly the
stricken any more? They will revolt more and mdree Lord Himself cries, “O Ephraim, what shall |
do unto you?” Long-suffering fails, mercy is weailjhere are no more rods to use upon you, as the
bullock kicks out against the goad, so do you tdbis chastening of the Lord God. The Savior looks
upon all such with that grieving anger of which tbet speaks.

Alas, | dare not omit those towards whom the Sawiast feel this anger very especially, because
they have been the subjects of a tender, earagsiful ministry. | will not say much of my own mm-
al ministry, which has been spent for years uponyntd you, but assuredly if it has not affected yibu
is not for lack of strong desire and intense loggmbe of service to your souls. God is my witnibsd
| have kept back nothing of His truth. | have neflattered you, neither have | occupied this putpit
make it a platform for self-display. | have not shad to declare unto you the whole counsel of God.
But, apart from this, certain of you have had teder ministries of a holy mother who is now with
God, of a wise father who lives still to pray faswy of affectionate teachers who instructed yoghdyi
and loving friends who sought your good. Fatheyrychild has wooed you. Young man, your newly-
converted wife has agonized for you, and is agagiaven now. Very select have been the agencies
used upon you. Choice and musical the voices whale endeavored to charm you. If these do not
reach you, neither would you be converted though rmse from the dead. If Jesus Himself were here
again among men, how could even He reach you? tth@lmeans He has already used have failed with
you, | know not what is to be done with you. TheiBaHimself will, | fear, leave you, with a lookf o
grief and anger He will turn from you because & tiardness of your heart. Stay, Lord Jesus, sliky a
tle longer! Perhaps they will be won next time. Biok Your Spirit take His everlasting flight. Dotno
swear in Your wrath that they shall not enter ivtmur rest, but be patient with them yet a littleder,
for Your mercy’s sake.

[Il. We must now close. Oh that my poor pleading mayhaot been lost upon you! In many things
which | have spoken there has been a loud voiceatoy of you, now hear me while | raise the question
WHAT SHOULD BE OUR FEELING IN REFERENCE TO THIS SUBCT?

First, let us renounce forever the habit of quibbling. These Scribes and Pharisees were great word-
spinners, critics, fault-finders. They found fawith the Savior for healing on the Sabbath day.hdd
not broken God’s law of the Sabbath; He had onlyosed their error upon that point. If the Sabbath
had not furnished an opportunity for objection ytiuld have found another, for they meant to dbjec
one way or another, they resolved to contradictltitdides of persons in this present day are mdstef
tually hardening their hearts by the habit of qlifidp While others are struck by the beauty of gos-
pel which they hear, these people only rememberispronunciation made by the preacher. Having
commenced in this line they begin to sit in judgt@m the gospel preached, and before long the Scrip
tures themselves are subjected to their alteratt@hcorrection. Reverence is gone, and self-saffy
reigns supreme. They criticize God’s word. Any feah do that, but only a fool will do it. They give
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themselves the airs of literary men, they are k@t tommon hearers; they require something more in-
tellectual. They look down with contempt upon peowho enjoy the gospel, and are proving the power
of it in their lives. They themselves are persofsemarkable mind, men of light and leading, and it
gives them distinction to act the part of skeptidsey show their great learning by turning up thneis-

es at the plain teachings of the Bible. It seembedhe great feature of a cultured man nowadays to
wear a sneer upon his face when he meets withvieeign inspiration. An idiot can attain in five
minutes to a high degree of contempt of othersnatoexhibit such folly. Pride of this sort ruinoote
who indulge it. To be unbelieving in order to shome’s superiority is an unsatisfactory business.uise
never imitate that evil spirit, who in the GarddrEden proved himself to be the patron and exenygdlar
all skeptics. Remember how he raised the questies, has God said?” Forget not how he went fur-
ther, and like a sage philosopher, hinted thaktlexs a larger hope, “You shall not surely die,’shel.
Then he advanced to lay down a daring radical pbpby, and whispered, “God knows that in the day
you eat thereof, then your eyes shall be openatlyan shall be as gods.” This old serpent hashisft
trail on many minds at the present day, and youseanit in the slimy questions and poisonous sugges
tions of the age. Get away from quibbling; it isafiflabors the least remunerative.

Next, let us feel an intense desire to submit ourselves unto the Lord Jesus. If He is in the synagogue,
let us ask Him to heal us, and to do it in His omay. Let us become His disciples, and follow Him
wheresoever He goes. Yield yourselves unto GodaBmelted wax to the seal. Be as the water of the
lake, which is moved with every breath of the wiAdl. He wills is our salvation. Lord Jesus, let You
will be done!

Let us be careful to keep away from all hardening influences, whether of books, or men, or habits, or
pleasures. If there is any company which deadent® wpiritual things, which hinders our prayers,
shakes our faith, or dampens our zeal, let usgedfat, and stay out of it. If any amusement &ssour
hatred of sin, let us never go near it, if any botwuds our view of Jesus, let us never read it.ghdev
hard soon enough through the needful contact \wghatorld which arises out of workday life and busi-
ness pursuits; let us not increase these evilsn 8taiidler’s talk, the scorner’s seat, and the whathe
ungodly. Shun false doctrine, worldliness, andetiKeep clear of frivolity and trifling. Be in east,
and be pure, live near to God, and remove farrofhfthe throne of iniquity.

Lastly, use all softening influences. Ask to have your heart daily rendered sensitiéhle indwelling
of the quickening Spirit. Go often to hear the watdks like a fire, and like a hammer breaking tbek
in pieces. Dwell at the foot of the cross; it isréthat tenderness is born into human heartss Jeakes
all hearts soft, and then stamps His image on tligrreat the Holy Spirit to give you a very vividrse
of sin, and a very intense dread of it. Pray oftenording to the tenor of Charles Wesley’s hymn, in
which he cries—

“Quick as the apple of an eye,

O God, my conscience make!

Awake my soul when sin is nigh,

And keep it still awake.

Oh, may the least omission pain

My well-instructed soul,

And drive me to the blood again,

Which makes the wounded whole!”
If such is the condition of our heart our Lord wilht be angry with us. He will look round upon ushw
joy, and take a delight in us.

So far | have kept to the text, bearing all thelevthe burden of the Lord. If it is not heavy hear
to you, it is certainly painful preaching to me.atflsame love which made the loving Jesus grieved ha
driven me to speak after this fashion. Not thaiviel men as much as He did, but a spark from Has fir
has kindled in my soul, and is burning there acicgydo the measure of grace given. But now, my dear
hearers, let me indulge myself with a word of gbsBerely there are some among you who desire to
lose your hardness. You are crying to yourselves—

“Heart of stone, relent! Relent!
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Melt by Jesus’ love subdued!”
To you there is abundant cause of hope. He who rttebeart can melt it. Job said, “God makes my
heart soft.” It is the peculiar office of the HaBpirit to renew our nature, indeed, He makes useto
born again, working on the behalf of our Lord Jesusose royal word is, “Behold | make all things
new.” The Holy Spirit can work in us conviction sif, the new birth, faith in the Lord Jesus, deap-c
trition, and holy tenderness. Do you desire thahtuld be so? Will you join me in a silent pratreat
His melting operations may at this moment be felgour soul?

To you is the word of this salvation sent. Thed.@od has undertaken to glorify Himself in re-
deeming His people from all iniquity. He has entdeirdo covenant with His chosen, and all who baiev
in His Son Jesus are comprehended in that numberc@venant speaks on this wise, “A new heart also
will I give you, and a new spirit will I put withigou: and | will take away the stony heart out ofiy
flesh, and | will give you a heart of flesh.” (E26:26). See how this promise exactly meets youe!cas
That kind of heart which you so greatly need shallgiven you, though indeed it is a miracle of mira
cles to do it. A new arm or leg would be a wonderrt what shall be said of a new heart? The spirit
which you also so greatly require is to be bestqwedr whole tone, temper, and tendency shall be al
tered in an extraordinary manner. The Lord canedout the evil spirit, and then He can renew your
spirit, and fill your being with His own Holy SpiriAs for that nature which refuses to feel or gjedr
break or bend, the Lord is able to take this alfogreaway. What an operation to perform, and yetde
the patient alive! “I will take away the stony hieaut of your flesh.” None but He that made therhea
could execute such delicate surgery as this. Dotlimk that it can never be done in your case? Re-
member that the Lord never speaks beyond His timere is no boasting with Him. His arm has not
waxed short; He is still able to save unto therattest. When the old stony heart is gone, the Laml c
fill up the empty space with the most gentle antsgeve affections, even as He says, “I will giveuya
heart of flesh.” By this means we shall be madstamd in awe of God’s word, we shall tremble before
Him; we shall also feel a childlike gratitude, bafilove, and a holy obedience. Instead of neediinige
smitten with a hammer we shall feel the slightesich of the divine finger, and shall answer to the
faintest call of the divine voice. What a change!

Now this is a matter of promise. See how the vglisiers with “I will,” and “I will.” The Lord, who
is able to perform His word, has spoken in thisi@as, and He will not run back from His promise.tBu
please read the thirty-seventh verse of this tErtyh chapter of Ezekiel, and mark it well. “Thsays
the Lord God; | will yet for this be inquired of lige house of Israel, to do it for them.” Will yoot
inquire? Will you not ask the Lord to do this faup? If so, your prayer has begun to be answeredr Yo
desire is a token that the stone is softening,fi@sth is taking its place. O Lord, grant that ityrze so!
Believe in the Lord Jesus that He is able to de timto you, and it shall be according to your faith

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—
MARK 2:23-28; 3:1-7; HEBREWS 3:7-19.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—257, 579, 598.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Caollection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574_Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org

8 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 32






