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“Nevertheless He regarded their affliction, when Heard their cry: And He remembered
for them His covenant, and repented according te timultitude of His mercies.”
Psalm 106:44, 45.

THIS Psalm deserves to be read very carefully.dbtions many of the afflictions of God’s ancient
people, but it clearly sets forth that their atibois were the distinct result of their rebelliars sins. It
is not so with all the afflictions of God’s peopleis written, “As many as | love | rebuke and stem,”
and again, “Every branch in me that bears fruitpdeges it, that it may bring forth more fruit.” e is
often so to this day, that the servants of God sbegause of disobedience. They are chastenetdior t
sin, as it is written, “You only have | known of #gte people of the earth, therefore | will punysiu for
your iniquities.” Sin in a child of God cannot gnalnastened. The rod of chastisement is includéien
covenant, and if we are in the covenant, the Latdkeep His promise. “If his children forsake Ma/,
and walk not in My judgments, then will | visit héransgression with the rod, and their iniquitithw
stripes.”

The miseries of Israel of old were distinctly tiesult of their sins. They lived under a dispersati
in which there was a visible reward for obedierared a prompt temporal punishment for disobedience.
Therefore one might suppose that if the peopleiri&d affliction willfully, and through their ownalult,
the Lord might see fit to leave them in it. Did yh®ot procure it unto themselves? Yet such is thena
dant compassion of our God that as soon as evee theople, smarting under the result of their s,
gan to cry to Him, “He regarded their affliction @i He heard their cry.” He might have justly said,
“Go to the gods that you have set up; tell yourses to the calves that you have made, ask sudcor a
the hands of the dead whom you have consultedf treocruel deities to whom you have sacrificed
your sons and your daughters,” but instead of thesting them in righteous wrath, He is tender atid f
of compassion to them. | will read you the wordaiagfor they are inexpressibly sweet, “Nevertheles
He regarded their affliction, when He heard they.’cThere is something very powerful about the cry
of a child to its own parent, and God, the tendesgall fathers, cannot bear to hear His childcep—

“Such pity as a father has

Unto his children dear,

Like pity shows the Lord to such

As worship Him in fear.”
If there are any here who are brought low and gatistressed through their own wrong-doing, letthe
nevertheless cry unto the Lord. Though it is beeafsyour transgressions and your iniquities that y
are afflicted, yet you may cry unto the Lord in yotouble, and He will save you out of your distes.
Turn unto the hand that wounds you, and that hafidiwd you up. Turn unto the Lord in repentance,
and He will turn unto you in loving kindness.

What was the secret reason why God thus dealtkiglpeople, and heard their cry when they were
in affliction through their sin? The secret reasas, that “He remembered for them His covenant.” If
He looked upon His people in their sin and their@®, He could not see anything in them to justify
why He should have pity upon them. What they erditiney richly deserved, and He knew that if He
took away His rod from them, they would go and catthe same wickedness again. They were not to
be driven by judgment nor drawn by mercies. Thotilgdty humbled themselves for one moment they
would soon be proud again. The Lord could see ngthopeful about them, nothing in their future any
more than in their past which should plead for meWhy should they be smitten any more? Or why
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should gentleness be further wasted on them? W tigh time to say, “They are given to theirlgjo
let them alone, that we may see what their end lvell? One divine reason prevented the infliction of
justice—this and this alone, sufficed, “He remenelefior them His covenant.” If He could not see any-
thing in the erring people, or hope for anythingnirthem, He looked to another source for a motne a
an argument for mercy, He looked to the covenarthvie had made of old with their father Abraham,
when He said, “Surely, blessing | will bless yondan you and in your seed shall all the nationthef
earth be blessed.” Because He had once permitéégptbmise to go out of His mouth, He would not
withdraw it, and when He heard their cry, He regdrtheir affliction. Is it not a great wonder tltzbd
not only is willing to give mercy, should there denanifest reason for it, but that He Himself firzohel
makes the reason? When there is no motive for gisceverable to our anxious eyes, there is a foun-
tain of self-created mercy in the Lord’s own heartd this He causes to overflow and fill a charofel
His own making. Though there is nothing in the tireg there is everything in the covenant. If tloed-
can find no plea in the character of the offenths,discovers an argument in Himsédfie remembers
His own covenant, and for His own name’s sake Hasda mercy with the guilty.

Now, observe, that in the text it does not saye ldmemberetheir covenant.” They stood at the
foot of Sinai and said, “All these things which Ybave commanded we will do.” They willingly, ea-
gerly, hastily, loudly entered into a covenant w@bd, before whose terrible thunders they trembled.
But that covenant they soon broke. Within a fewsdédney had departed from the living God, and fallen
down before the image of an ox which eats grass. Odrd does not dwell upon the matter, since it
would be to their destruction. He forgets theiséless and treachery, and casts them behind His bac
But what He does remember ks covenant, “Nevertheless He remembered for themcbignant.”
This proves that the covenant referred to must lh&@em one of pure grace. Do you not see this? These
people were in affliction through sin. If that conaat had only been a covenant of works in whicly the
were to be rewarded for doing good, and punishedldéng evil, the more the Lord remembered that
covenant, the more He would have been bound tcspuhem for their offenses. But a covenant which
led Him to cease from punishing the guilty musténéeen one of grace only. Is it not so? A covenant
was made long before that of Sinai, a covenantrateg which is called in Scripture “the everlasting
covenant.” This was made known to man in that farstmise which was given to him at the gates of
Paradise, and it was afterwards revealed morelgleathe Lord’s covenant with Noah, and in His-gra
cious promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The daid to Abraham, “I will establish My covenant
between Me and you and your seed after you in tiEierations for an everlasting covenant, to be a
God unto you, and to your seed after you.” Thisesaavenant, after being made more fully known in
promises to Moses and other saintly men, was stated in the Lord’s dealings with His servant, Da-
vid, whom He exalted as one chosen out of the pedphave made a covenant with My chosen, | have
sworn unto David My servant, Your seed will | editgtbbforever, and build up your throne to all gexer
tions.” Since then the Lord has given us promibgsHis prophets and apostles, and especially in the
person and ministry of His only-begotten Son. Atde various forms of manifestation relate to oree a
the same everlasting covenant ordered in all thamgssure, which God had made with men in the per-
son of His dear Son. It was that covenant which odght upon, and when He remembered it, He was
able to deal with them upon terms of grace, anth é@we€hange His hand, and no longer crush them with
afflictions, for He “repented according to the nitulde of His mercies.”

Dear brethren, | want to show this morning hovs tteimembrance of the covenant on God’s part is
the great ground of hope to all of us who are imeoc@ant with God. Indeed the Lord’s mindfulness of
His covenant is the ground of hope to every ongoof, whether as yet you have embraced the gospel
promise or not. Inasmuch as God must, accordirtdigdaw, look upon you with anger, on account of
your sin, He has devised a way by which He can lhegard unto the voice of your cry. Remembering
His covenant, He can pass by your transgressionksyeceive you, as His returning children, into the
bosom of His love.

|. The first head of our discourse will be this—ThadET COVENANT EXISTS. God cannot re-
member, to any practical purpose, that which dat®xist. Had the covenant been repealed or abrogat
ed, it could not have availed for God to rememleexcept to strike the people into a more complete
and settled despair. In love He remembered thenamieas an abiding thing, according to the word “My
covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing tigagjone out of My lips.”
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Beloved,the covenant isin its own nature everlasting. Dying David said, “Although my house is not
so with God, yet has He made with me an everlastivgnant, ordered in all things and sure.” The cov
enant is everlasting in its beginning, for it waada “or ever the earth was” between the first divPer-
son of the sacred Trinity and the Second, on tialbef His chosen. It is everlasting also as $odiira-
tion, for all things are still governed under tbisvenant, and shall be, world without end. “Andill w
establish My covenant between Me and you and yeed sfter you in their generations, for an everlast
ing covenant.” “Thus says the Lord, if you can lrééy covenant of the day, and My covenant of the
night, and that there should not be day and nighhheir season; then may also My covenant be broken
with David My servant.” Sooner shall the covenaiithvihe earth concerning seedtime and harvest be
broken, than this covenant of grace. By everytlihad is permanent in the universe, and by evergthin
that is permanent in the Godhead, we are madedw kimat the covenant of grace is a fixed and skttle
thing, and abides today as it ever has done, fetls no variableness or turning with Him from who
every good gift comes down. The promises in Cldesius are Yes and Amen, to the glory of God by us.
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but not one fittle of the law shall fail, much less shall tbeve-
nant of divine grace be disannulled. Thus sayd trd—“The mountains shall depart, and the hills be
removed; but My kindness shall not depart from yoeither shall the covenant of My peace be re-
moved, says the Lord that has mercy on you.” Gaeimembering His covenant falls back upon ever-
lasting and immutable things.

Well may the covenant of grace be everlasting,tferas made with deliberation and foresight. If
two persons enter into a contract, and one aftelsvaiishes to escape from it, he may plead that he
made the agreement in great haste, or under compulsr through being misinformed and over-
persuaded, on any of these grounds he may maketiobje to the fulfilment of the covenant, and thus
may attempt to justify his failure to keep his woktbw, on God'’s part, nothing of the kind can elver
urged, for He made the covenant Himself, on His swggestion, according to the good pleasure of His
will. It was a free covenant, entered into throtigh love of His own heart, according to the wisarco
sel of His infinite mind. He made it knowing alktrwould happen in time or in eternity. When He mad
the promise that, whosoever believes in Christslehkall have everlasting life, He knew that those w
believed in Christ Jesus would, nevertheless, libléacreatures, and would commit mistakes and;sin
He made the promise well knowing what believers ldde. When He chose Abraham to be His friend,
He knew what failures there would be in Abraham andlis seed. He made His choice deliberately,
knowing the end from the beginning, and foreseeilhghe provocations which He would endure for
forty years in the wilderness, and how they wouldex Him when they came to their own land. His
choice of His redeemed was made deliberately, Bagptomises made to them were given forth in the
full foresight of all our unbelief, and lukewarmsesnd backsliding, and selfishness, and folly. The
Lord is not deceived in the subjects of His gratear how He puts it in the forty-eighth of Isaiakrse
four, “Because | knew that you are obstinate, amar yeck is an iron sinew, and your brow brassd an
again, verse eight, “I knew that you would dealvieeacherously, and were called a transgressar fro
the womb.” Man’s love is blind, but the Lord’s logees all things—

“He saw me ruined in the fall,

Yet loved me notwithstanding all.”
He knew as well in that day when He called me by dgtace what | should be as He knows today. Every
fault and folly stood clear before His vision, ayet, notwithstanding all, He determined to giveltfai
and through faith, to give eternal life in Chrissds our Lord.

Dear friends, every promise in the Bible is a pdrthe covenant. The covenant that now stands be-
tween the believer and his God is on this wisd, yba take Him to be your God, and He takes yoloeto
His people; He gives His promises to you, and ywy upon them; He will bless you in this life anerp
fect you in the world to come. The tenor of the exmant is not according to what you deserve, but ac-
cording to the greatness of the Lord’s love. In mgkhis covenant, it is clear that God knew frdra t
beginning what He was doing. He made no mistakd,samd no more than He intended to fulfill. He
deliberately said, “I will be their God, and théyali be My people,” and in the day wherein we bedik
in Him He guaranteed to us that we should nevesipeneither should any pluck us out of His hand.
This covenant was made with such judicious deltiimmaand infallible foresight, that there is no eon
ceivable reason why it should be revoked. God tsarmaan that He should lie or repent.
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Moreover—and this is a point to which every clofdGod delights to turn his eyeghat covenant
was sealed and ratified in the most solemn manner. When God made a covenant with Abraham, there
was a slaying of sacrifices and a dividing of theadies, and the Lord under the image of a burning
lamp passed between the pieces, in this solemifis@atrmanner was the covenant established. But
when the Lord made a covenant with us, the seaja¥e was much more precious. He took from His
bosom His Only-begotten Son, and He gave Him ta lsevenant to His people. He died to make the
eternal covenant sure. Paul speaks of “the bloddeogverlasting covenant,” and when we come to the
communion table we hear our Lord say, “This cughis new covenant in My blood.” Jesus has gone
into heaven bearing with Him the blood of springlitCan God deny His promise to His bleeding Son?
Can He run back from the promise which He has mad#e Only-begotten in His death? “By His
knowledge shall My righteous servant justify mafoy; He shall bear their iniquities.” Can these prom
ises fail? Impossible! The very thought would basphemous. A covenant which has been made in so
solemn a manner, by the death of our great SuredySacrifice, can never be repealed, neglected, or
changed.

My dear brethren, we may rest fully sure that dosenant will stand, becausiee divine glory is
wrapped up init. Why did God promise to save men through fait@hmist Jesus? Why? That He might
manifest to angels, and principalities, and powers,splendor of His love and the riches of Hiscgra
He has selected for this reason the very worst ef,nthat in them He might show forth all long-
suffering, and display the magnificence of His paidg love. He selected beings that were depraved,
and subject to grievous temptations, that, by reggimg them by His Spirit, and sustaining thenHoy
grace, He might display the greatness of His poWir.are witnesses to time and to eternity of tioeygl
of the Lord. Are not these His own words—"“This pkeopave | formed for Myself: they shall show
forth My praise”? The manifestation of the glorioase of God is the design of the covenant, that
where sin abounded grace might much more aboundntileds to show to all the ages His truth, His
faithfulness, His patience, His tenderness, andobivger. He designs to set heaven and earth worgjerin
until the whole universe breaks forth into the soWgho is a God like unto You, that pardons iniguit
and passes by the transgression of the remnantsdfdiitage? He retains not His anger forever, lieza
He delights in mercy.”

God is more glorified in the covenant of gracentiracreation, or in providence; in fact, createord
providence are but the temporary scaffold of treaghouse which God is building, even the God who
inhabits the praises of Israel. The Lord cannotkrdis word, nor forego His designs, nor forget His
promises. Think not so. The crown jewels of Godsieked and pawned upon the carrying out of the
covenant of grace.

Furthermoreit is not possible for God to break a covenant. When you and | stand and tremble be-
fore a divine promise for fear it should not befifidd, we cast a slur upon the truth, faithfulneasd
immutability of God. Has He ever changed? Has Har &een false? Has He ever lifted His hand and
sworn by Himself, because He could swear by notgreand by two immutable things wherein it was
impossible for God to lie has He given us strongsotation, and yet has He failed us? Far from it;
brethren, there has been nothing in the past tostapicion upon the veracity of Jehovah: Therefore
then should we doubt Him or distrust His covenavt?text gives us an instance of a great strain that
was put upon the covenant. These people whom Gaat@sen to be His heritage provoked Him con-
stantly. | cannot imagine a greater extent of Bantthat which is pictured in this 10&salm. The cho-
sen seed were degraded below other nations; thetyolnsaken their own God to go after alien deities.
Was it ever known in any other case that a natleanged her gods? Yet Israel departed from the one
living and true God, willfully and wantonly, timesithout number, and God, instead of breaking His
covenant because of their treachery, had pity upem. When He found them in the throes of their
grief as the result of their sin, He turned Hisseypon His covenant, and because of that covenant H
delivered them; from which | gather that the covenaurpose of God to save His own people shall
stand fast, come what may. “If we believe not, Metabides faithful: He cannot deny Himself.” They
that trust in the Lord, notwithstanding all the emous weight of their sin, shall find Him faithftd His
word of pardon. He will keep His word to sinnersonput their trust in Him, and they shall be saved.
Oh, glorious fact, the covenant still exists!
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II. But, secondly, THIS COVENANT IS TOO OFTEN FORGOTTHBY US. The children of Isra-
el had quite forgotten the covenant of their Gdgak said, “They have forsaken Your covenant.”rSta
ing aside like a deceitful bow which fails the acim the day of battle, they had been false to tBed
and useless for those great purposes for whichadechosen and ordained them. Have we not failed in
the same manner?

Are not God’s people at this day chargeable witlyétting the covenant by theinspiritual care-
lessness? Have you thought of yourself, my brother, as aet@nted one, as one with whom God has
entered into solemn compact, saying, “I am youelshand your exceedingly great reward: | am God
Almighty: walk before Me, and be you perfect”? Haxmu realized your position as in covenant with
God? When you have been staggered with its wonldewhdescension and blessedness, as | have often
been, have you not soon forgotten your great otbigaand thought only of earthly things? Have you
not doubted your God because you have forgottercélisnant? When heaven and earth were rejoicing,
Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me, and my Laad forgotten me.” Under such a slanderous charge,
the Lord is gladly to speak with plaintive earness) and ask, “Can a woman forget her sucking child
that she should not have compassion on the soarafdmb? Yes, they may forget, yet will I not farge
you. Behold, | have engraved you upon the palmgyhands; your walls are continually before Me.”
Let it be realized by us, and not passed overwicied carelessness, that as many as believe iistChr
Jesus are in covenant with God, and He has promiset turn away from doing them good. This can-
not be better described than as a marriage coveenaa as it is written in the Book of the propHet
sea, “And | will betroth you unto Me forever; ydsyill betroth you unto Me in righteousness, and in
judgment, and in loving kindness, and in merciesillleven betroth you unto Me in faithfulness: and
you shall know the Lord.” O my brother believer,the man puts the ring on the woman'’s finger, and
the words are said, and she is his, and he is bernsas God, by giving you faith, put the ring aury
finger once for all, and you are His, and He isrgoand He says to you today, “You shall not be for
another man; so will | also be for you.” Our respershould be, “Other lords have had dominion over
us, but now we are the Lord’s alone.” Oh, you caead ones, angels look at you with wonder, they
regard you as the favorites of heaven, and yetfgmet this, and live as if there were no covertzeit
tween God and you.

Sometimes, too—and in the case of Israel it waswge get away from that covenant \wgnton sin,
or by negligent omission of most delightful dutieseed not go into the story of Israel again. $ee in
this Psalm how they transgressed. They took na@ati the covenant they had made with God, but vio-
lated all His precepts. May | ask whether we havebeen guilty of this same sin? May not each man
bury his face in his hands as he confesses, “My, 8od know how often | have acted as if | were not
in covenant with You. | have lived as if | were mawn master, instead of yielding myself wholly to
Your service. | have sometimes acted as a maneowtrld would have done, and not as one that be-
longed to Christ”? Be ashamed and be confoundedlifthis, and then wonder and admire that stakth
covenant stands, and the Lord has not recalledraous promises. He says, “Nevertheless | will re
member My covenant with you in the days of yourtiio@and | will establish unto you an everlasting
covenant.” This ought to yield in our hearts a leatwof repentance. It should bind us to God with in
tense affection that should tend towards perpaamattification from this day and onward.

These people had forgotten their God for anotkasan, namely, ithe depth of their sorrow. A
great sorrow stuns men, and makes them forgetabkiedources of consolation. A little blow will caus
great pain, but I have frequently heard in repoftassaults that far more serious blows have ocoasdli
no pain whatever, because they have destroyedicossess. So do extreme distresses rob men of their
wits, and cause them to forget the means of rdllatler the chastening rod, the smart is remembered,
and the healing promise is forgotten. The peoplésiatel, when they were under the afflicting visita
tions of God, failed to remember His covenant fritve crushing effect of their sorrow and despaiit Is
so with any of us? | may be addressing at this nrmbrae ear which has grown dull through grief, arhea
that is forgetful because of heaviness. Do not ;wan forget to eat bread in the hour of dire catgni
Ah, my brother! Your affliction seems more prestmiou than even God Himself. The black sorrow
that lowers over you eclipses all the lamps of keaand earth. May | be my Master's messenger to you
to remind you that He is still in covenant with yand though He causes grief, yet will He have com-
passion? He has said, “All things work togethergood to them that love God,” and He will keep His
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word. He has also said, “When you pass throughwtliters, | will be with you, and through the rivers,
they shall not overflow you; when you walk throutje fire, you shall not be burned, neither shadl th
flame kindle upon you.” Depend upon it He will pgege you. “Cast your burden upon the Lord, and He
shall sustain you; He shall never suffer the righteto be moved.” Remember, “He does not afflict
willingly, nor grieve the children of men,” but love He corrects and chastens. Therefore, brusetho
tears away, anoint your head, and wash your fawkpa of good courage, for the Lord will strengthen
your heart—

“What cheering words are these!

Their sweetness who can tell?

In time, and to eternal days,

'Tis with the righteous well.”
Oh that you could learn to sing in the dark like thightingale, and praise God out of the midsthef t
furnace like the three holy children! Oh that yoayntry with Job, “Though He slay me, yet will | $tu
in Him!” This is what you should do, and it may pelou to do it if you will remember the covenant,
which God has not forgotten. O soul, why do yowgétrthe covenant? Fall back upon it, and sing with
Habakkuk, “Although the fig tree shall not blossamejther shall fruit be on the vines; the laborttc#
olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no nmiethe flock shall be cut off from the fold, ancetle shall
be no herd in the stalls: yet | will rejoice in therd, | will joy in the God of my salvation.” Aceding
to the covenant, God is to be everything to yolte Thvenant does not stipulate that you shall rex lo
your friends, nor does it promise that you shatl lnse your property, nor that you shall have rak-=si
ness, the covenant is that God will be everythmydu, take care that you use Him as such. “These
things have | spoken unto you,” said our Lord, ttimaMe you might have peace. In the world you khal
have tribulation, but be of good cheer; | have owsre the world.” If you have received the tribwati
be not satisfied till you have enjoyed the peacéesus which is equally promised. Alas! God’s peopl
forget this covenant. We have said enough upon this

lll. Though we forget the covenant, yet GOD REMEMBERS IGIOVENANT, “He remembered
for them His covenant.” What does this word meaetb®d, of course the covenant is always on the
mind of God, for the infinitely wise God cannot det anything. But the text means that He stands to
His covenant; He remembers it so as to causeabide. Even though these people had so grievously
provoked Him, He remembers His covenant so astbifi it a reason for pardoning their sin, and deal
ing with them in a way of mercy. He meets the fladheir sins with the flood of His faithfulness—
“Nevertheless He remembered for them His covenaie. remembers it practically, that is, He puts it
into effect, and in this case He did so by repentaccording to the multitude of His mercies.” Hadh
formerly smitten them, but now He puts the rod awdg made His people to be pitied of all them that
carried them away captive. He came to their redied succor. And this is just what God will do with
you, my afflicted friend, if you turn to Him withries and tears, and a humble, penitent faith. He wi
remember for you His covenant by acting in a comémay towards you, according to that word in the
Book of Zechariah, “As for you also, by the bloddyour covenant | have sent forth your prisoners ou
of the pit wherein is no water.”

O friend, God must remember His covenant, for Bie wever forget what the making of that cove-
nant has cost Him. It cost Him nothing to makehbavens and the earth, He spoke and it was done. It
costs him nothing to rule the nations, in the séyesf His omnipotence the Lord sits upon the flepd
the Lord sits King forever. But to make the covenaith man, and to carry it out, cost Him His inner
most self, it cost Him His Only-begotten, the etdr8on, the Well-beloved, must die the death of the
cross that the covenant may be established. Cotremaking was no trifle with God. | have heard peo-
ple speak sneeringly of the covenant, indeed, r® ainnote preaches upon it now, but yet it is the
grandest of themes. It is a wondrous fact Godwindjt cost Him His dear Son’s heart’s blood. “It
pleased the Father to bruise Him, He has put Hirgrief,” that this covenant might be fulfilled and
eternally settled.

See how readily God turns to this covenant. Yaulwa sure that He delights in it, for no sooner do
His children cry than He at once remembers for thésncovenant. It was only a cry forced from them
by misery, but instead of upbraiding them for tlastp and shutting out their cry, He straightway re-
membered His covenant. When a man is easily rerdinfl@a thing, it shows that it is agreeable to him
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to think of it. We are sure that God’s heart is mugapped up in the covenant of grace, since tblelée
cries of His children remind Him of it.

| think, however, the reason why God rememberschi®nant most of all is because He remembers
with whom He made it. A certain man had lived abréa a while, and there he found a friend with
whom for years he enjoyed delightful fellowship.doe time, he returned to England, to carry on a
business; but he never forgot his friend. He hamhsed, and entered into brotherly covenant, tleat h
would help his friend’s family, and so, in due s@ashe received into his employment the young gon o
his old friend, and he was minded to instruct hamg help him, and promote his interests. He haengiv
his friend his right hand, and said, “Trust youylvath me, | will see him through.” The youth comntes
London, and enters the service of his father'shftjenith every prospect bright before him, butsalze
proves unworthy. He falls into all sorts of vicesldollies, and grieves his friend—his father'sfrd.

His employer says, “I shall be glad to get rid li&tfellow, he is a burden to me. | cannot advénioe

he is unworthy of my favor.” See how loath he isd&al severely with him, for his father's sake! He
calls him into his private office, and pleads aeadsons with him. He says, “I have borne more with y
than with anyone else in my establishment. Remenibir for your father’'s sake. Had it not been for
my promise to your father, | should have dismisged long ago.” One day he cries, “I really mustdis
miss him, he must go.” But he thinks of the fatlad of their days of fond familiarity with eachet,
and he cannot bear to deal harshly with the sosuoh a man, and therefore he says, “I will try him
again; | will still bear with him, for my promise&ake, which | made to his father.”

Now | am sure it was so with God and the seedlbAam. These people had revolted and rebelled
continually, but the Lord remembered Abraham Hisnid. A memory rose before the divine mind of
the faithful man lifting the knife to slay his ongpn Isaac in obedience to the Most High. As thelLo
saw that act of believing obedience He seemedytd'bwill have pity on his offspring still, theyra the
most undeserving and provoking people that eveatbesl, but | have entered into a covenant with
Abraham My friend, and therefore | will have pitgan them.” The fact is, with regard to the greatlGo
and you and me that He would often say, “I mustrdgghem,” but then He thinks of His dear Son up-
on the cross. He hears ringing through the midredthat great day of sorrow, “My God, My God, why
have You forsaken Me?” and the great heart of Gadaved to pity us because of the death of His Son.
There is merit enough in Jesus to remove all timeedi¢ of our sins.

The great God was not thinking of a dead man wHerthought of Abraham. Our Savior tells us,
“God is not the God of the dead, but of the livirgbraham is with God, and God looked at Abraham,
His living friend, and restrained His indignatiorh@n Abraham’s children provoked Him. Jesus also
lives, He has gone up on high, He sits at the tigimd of God, and when the Lord has looked at ds an
grown weary of our sins, He turns His eye upongéeections of His dear Son, and He is well pleased
for His righteousness’ sake, for He has magniftesl law and made it honorable. Thus the Lord turns
back to the covenant made with Jesus, He hearsrguand remembers for us His covenant. Oh, the
grace of this! Because of Him with whom the covéridrgrace is made, who is forever the Father’s de-
light, and the joy of His soul, the Father has casgon on us. Does it not make you pray, “Behold, O
God, our shield, and look upon the face of Your iated”? Or, to quote our hymn, do we not say—

“Him and then the sinner see,
Look through Jesus’ wounds on me?”

The person of the Lord Jesus is the substanceeataithe covenant of grace, and God remembers
it because He remembéism.

IV. T will finish with this last point, which | am sungou will feel to be of the utmost importance. If
God remembers for us His covenant, LET US REMEMBERYou that are the Lord’s covenanted
ones, think of the sacred promise, and begin toyemj and live upon it practically. What is theves
nant? Here is one form of it, “I am God Almightyallkk before Me, and be you perfect.” That is anyearl
and condensed shape of it, that is to say, the Gardi Almighty gives Himself up to be our portiomda
we are to yield ourselves to Him, to walk beforenHn perfect obedience. This also is the coveriant,
will be their God, and they shall be My people.”n@® beloved, make God your God. This means—
make God your everything. Say not, “I am poor.” Mot for God is yours, and so all things are yours.
Say not, “I am weak.” Not so, God Almighty is youvehen you are weak, then you are strong. “But |
have no wisdom.” Is not the Lord Jesus made of Gud us wisdom, righteousness, and sanctification?
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He that has God has everything. Will you belittbeiy God and limit the Holy One of Israel? Comedfin
your all in God. This is your part of the covenantaccept God as being to you what He says Heds.
has made Himself to be your all in all, accept Hisnsuch. Did not David say, “He is all my salvation
and all my desire?” This is the portion and hestaj the children of God. “Cursed be the man that
trusts in man, and makes flesh his arm; but blessttge man that trusts in the Lord, and whose libpe
Lord is.” Cast yourself upon the covenant, and fiest therein. Sing in your heart of hearts—

“He that has made my heaven secure

Will here all good provide;

Since Christ is rich, can | be poor?

What can | want beside?”
“The Lord is my shepherd: | shall not want. He nskee to lie down in green pastures: He leads me
beside the still waters.” Oh, the blessed resultahding to the covenant and letting God be dunal
all!

In this covenant it is incumbent that we rest alamour God. You have not taken God to be your
God, if you cannot be content with Him alone. Alanaihforsook everything for God. He went to a coun-
try he had never seen, followed a path that hag@mieeen mapped out, and God said to him, “Fear not,
Abram: | am your shield.” He was in the midst oeames who would have destroyed him but for the
mysterious protection which surrounded him likeheelsl. The Lord’s word had gone forth, “Touch not
My anointed, and do My prophets no harm.” Abrahad ho shield but his God, and yet no man in the
world dwelt in greater safety. God said to himath your shield and your exceedingly great reward,”
and so He was. Abraham once lamented that he hadet) and that the steward of his house was his
only heir, but the Lord who had promised him a sgetdsaid to him,” | am your exceedingly great re-
ward.” Not the seed, but his God, must be his jogy erown, and Abraham felt it was so, and therefore
stood ready to surrender that seed if the Lord canded. That is what the Lord would have you do,
beloved. Look not to what is seen with the eyegetisot to what is heard with the ear, live in sleeret
place of the tabernacle of the Most High, in thecplwhere faith takes the place of sense. Endwseeas
ing Him who is invisible. Penetrate into the subhstawhich is unseen, and pass by the shadow which i
all that sense can discern. Live on the living Garj then you know the secret of the covenant, your
soul shall dwell at ease, and your seed shall inter earth. Your soul shall be satisfied as wit@rrow
and fatness, and you shall praise the Lord witlfujdips.

Remember, lastly, in order to look to this covenaell, that you must give yourselves wholly up to
God. “Seek first the kingdom of God and His rightswess.” Live only to glorify God. Have no other
aim or objective but your God. Brother, if God gwwou much, glorify Him with it by your generous
consecration, if He takes it away, glorify Him bywy patience under loss. Wherever you are, be alway
aiming to love your God with all your heart, andtwall your soul, and your neighbor as yourself] an
verily it shall be well with you, and blessed shall be, for God will remember for you His covenant

| wish that the unconverted here would desiregt@@ncerned in this covenant. If you do so, thg ver
desire is the gift of divine grace. Believe in thard Jesus Christ, and you have entered into catena
with God. He that has faith in the Lord Jesus chidd of the Father of the faithful, and therefdre is
concerned in the covenant which God made with Admalnd his spiritual seed. O Lord, of these poor
stony hearts raise up children unto Abraham, feudesake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 106.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—106, 229, 226.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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