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THE PASTOR’S RETURN.
THREE SPECIALLY SELECTED SERMONS TO HIS
CHURCH, CONGREGATION, READERS AND FRIENDS,
CONSISTING OF
A RETROSPECT [No. 1882], A PROSPECT, AND AN EXHORTATION [No. 1884.]

PROSPECT—"HE WILL KEEP”
NO. 1883

A SERMON
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“And now | am no more in the world, but these ane the world, and | come to You. Holy Father,
keep through Your own name those whom You have givie, that they may be one, as we are.
While | was with them in the world, | kept them Nour name: those that You gave Me
| have kept, and none of them is lost, but the saimperdition;
that the Scripture might be fulfilled.”

John 17:11, 12.

WHAT a wonderful intercommunion and fellowship dgidbetween the Father and the Son in the
matter of redemption! It is the Father who gaveS3be; it is the Son who gave Himself. It is theheat
who gave us to the Son; it is the Son who has biougykvith a price, and has kept us by His handeHer
in the text, the Father who gave receives back ffwrSon, the Son praying to Him in these terms-“H
ly Father, keep through Your own name those whom Nave given Me.” We cannot doubt the person-
ality of the Father and of the Son, nor their esaknnity. There are not three Gods, but one Gd
Father and the Son, though two in one sense, aénaanother. | delight to see the traces of theifjr
in every act of grace. From the first transactiohsovenant love, even to the ingathering of thelh
election of grace, and the introduction of the e@momto glory, we hear the sound of that voice Wit
old said, “Letus make man.” The three divine Persons work togethabsolute union for the produc-
tion of one grand result. “Glory be unto the Fatlaexd to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it weathe
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world witheadl!! Amen.”

Observe that our text is all abdigeping Three or four times over we have some tense laar aif
the word“keep.” “Holy Father, keep those whom You have given M&Vhile | was with them in the
world, | kept them.” Greatly we do need keepingu¥Ymve been redeemed, but you must still be kept.
You have been regenerated, but you must be kept.a¥e pure in heart and hands, but you must be
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kept. You are quickened with the divine life, yoavk aspirations after the holiest things, your lave
Christ is intense, but you must be kept. You haa@ & deep experience, and you know the temptations
of the enemy, but still you must be kept. The gitliof heaven rests upon your honored brow, you are
near the gates of glory, but you must be kept. §drae hand that bought you must keep you, and the
same Father, who has begotten you again unto lg lrepe, must keep you to His eternal kingdom and
glory. All glory be unto Him who is able to keep fusm falling! Let all those unite in the song whrce

kept by the power of God. Here lies our topic, amdwill not wander far from it.

First, we will noticea choice pastoratevhich was enjoyed by some of God’s people. Segonadd
shall observe that this choice pastorate was, aftebuta temporary privilegeAnd thirdly, we shall
see that those who enjoyed it were brought by andadthe exact place where we must always be, and
therefore were made the objectsadblessed prayefrHoly Father, keep through Your own name those
whom You have given Me.”

|. First, here is A CHOICE PASTORATE. Our little chiéoh sing—

“l think when | read that sweet story of old,

When Jesus was here among men,

How He called little children like lambs to his fdl

| should like to have been with them then!”
and so forth. Might not you and | well wish that h&d been numbered with the twelve, or that we had
been among the Marys? It was certainly a choicalege to be one of the apostles, who were the inti
mates of Christ, the bodyguard of Jesus. Thesesa&nHim in His privacy, understood His dark say-
ings, and read His heart. That privilege cannobtbes. Let us think of them without envy, and learn
something from them.

You notice what the Savior did for the twelve where round about Him—*While | was with them
in the world, lkeptthem.”This care was continuoult looks as if He did this above everything elde.
kept them. He was a guard to His people. He maddtth chief employment of His life. While He went
about doing good, and reclaiming the wanderingneleer diverted His care from His people. Loving
them as His own, He loved them to the end. In dhiapter you have “the ruling passion strong in
death.” He has kept them in life, and now He sdysm no more in the world, but these are in the
world, and | come to You,” and the one thought od HReart is, “What is to become thfem?While |
was with them, | kept them. What will they do ndvatt | am taken from them? They will have nobody
to resolve their doubts, nobody to abate theirafds, no one to answer their adversaries, no one to
cheer them into holy confidence. What will the pbabes do when their Nurse has gone? What will the
half-instructed scholars do when their Teacherldfeataken up from among them?” He closes His life
on earth by commending them to the keeping of ldes/Bnly Father.

Surely, brethren, this teaches us tihi& care is ever neede8heep never outgrow the necessity for
their being kept by the shepherd. If the eleveragbwequired keeping, | am sure that you and VWde.
are not better than Thomas, or Peter, or John. &/e hmong us many a Thomas, who will not believe
without a superfluity of evidence, many a Peteshrand impetuous, and many a John, who would call
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fire from heaven upon the adversaries of the cad&eare full of flaws and failures, are we not? We
shall crumble to the dust if the Lord does not kegpls there one man among us that can live uthess
eternal life shall continue to flow into him? | auare there is not.

We are all so greatly dependent upon the contikeaping of our Lord, that | look with joy @
care ever personal read with pleasure that the Lord Himself, b# twhile that He was here, kept those
whom the Father gave Him, those eleven pricelessgeere ever in His custody. | bless His name that
they enjoyed a ministry so tenderly personal, “Whilvas with them in the world, | kept them in Your
name.” He lays stress upon His personal-ediekept them.” The Good Shepherd kept the sheep, not
by proxy, but by His own hands. There is no noumisht for the child like that which comes from its
own mother’s breast, and a child of God only thsias he lives upon Christ Himself. Those of us who
are under-shepherds exercise a very poverty-strioki@istry compared with that of our Lord, but we
should at least give the best we have. We shouliliag, night and day with tears, to the utmost o
our strength, and even beyond it, to help the &eaht cheer the faint, if by any means we may prese
the flock of God committed to our imperfect charBe. you not wish that you had Christ for your pas-
tor? You may well wish it. But it cannot be, for Has ascended. Truly, it was a choice privilegtéo
eleven that Christ could say of them, “While | wah them in the world, | kept them in Your name.”

What must have been the effect of the personafi@hrist upon those eleven? There are some men
whose influence upon others has, for lack of aebettord, been called “magical.” History tells us of
warriors who have been courageous and skillfuhenrharshalling of battalions, and these have iadpir
their soldiers with boundless loyalty, grapplin@mh to themselves with hooks of steel. Certain rseroe
have been absolutely supreme over their fellow raemilling homage has been rendered to them. The
influence of the Christ upon those who actuallgdiwith Him must have been superlative. Think of it
There were but eleven of them, but He so moldethttieat the little handful of seed brought forth a
harvest, the fruit of which did shake like Leban®hey were nothing but peasants when they came un-
der His hand, but when they left it they were ththérs of a new age. They were the Patriarchs of
twelve tribes of a new Israel. The apostles, dftey had been with Jesus, were men of a superitit. mo
Though they had little human learning, they werelibst educated men on the earth. Each man of them
was more than a prince, in having touched thesskifrDeity, in bearing upon his face the brightnefss
the eternal Godhead, in speaking with a word wHikk,the Word of God Himself, was utterly irresist
ible. They were men anointed above their fellowsnro the fullness of manhood, men beyond the ut-
most height to which the schools could have traiteain. What a privilege to have had Jesus Himself
for one’s own private Tutor!

Our Lord’s care was most successfOf the eleven not one was lost. | should not haeeveled at
all, apart from what we know of our Lord’s graciopswer, if the whole eleven had gone back. They
were very fickle at first, and extremely ignoraAhd at the same time, they were strongly tempted. |
fluences which made some go back, and walk no mvdteJesus, would naturally have had the same
power over them if Jesus had not kept them, yehase whom the Father gave Him not one of them
was lost. His marvelous pastorate was so successfuHe could say, “Of those whom You have given
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Me | have lost none.” Thomas, John, Peter, Jarhey;dre all kept. The training of the Master haal-qu
ified each one for his lofty office. Oh, that yondal may be helped by divine grace to keep witlalus
the souls God has given to us, that we may asksbf all our hearers, “Here am | and the childrext
You have given me!” Our Lord’s was a wonderful jpaste, was it not?

But, nevertheless, it wadtended with an awful sorrovior He says, “None of them is lost, but the
son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fléfi.” Our Savior never meant us to understand Jnat
das was one of those whom the Father gave Him.aderrmade a mistake about that. Very early he
said, “I have chosen you twelve, and one of yoaidevil.” He had spoken distinctly about the chaac
and doom of Judas. Some have asked, “How could Jeste all knowledge, and yet permit a man like
Judas to be one of the twelve?” Brethren, He dablitisedly, with wisdom aforethought, for He knew
that often, in the ages to come, people would ‘€@gn this Christianity be true which has such false
hearted traitors in its midst, which has such seltd the Master even among its leaders?” He allowe
that objection to come up at the very first, anffesad a covetous traitor to be one of the twelMee
Savior sometimes seemed to speak of Judas asvsiene of His, but then He was speaking popularly,
and according to the method of common conversakienpermits the Evangelist to call him “one of the
twelve,” as if He would let us feel that men maywgoy far on the way to heaven, and have everything
except the essential matter, and yet may perisrenMludas cast out devils, and in Christ's name did
many wonderful works, it would have been impossibleany but the omniscient God to have seen any
difference between him and any other of the twelvesome respects Judas excelled others of the apos
tles; probably he had not half the faults of Peter, half the doubts of Thomas. There were findigqua
ties within him, but they were all leavened by thapreme covetousness which mastered him, and made
him the son of perdition. He seemed very near togoall that he should be, yet the Master described
him in this prayer, not as one that would be Ibst,as one that was already lost. “None of theiost
but the son of perdition.” He calls him “the sonpefrdition,” and you may be sure that He did ngegi
him that name without great sorrow. The Watcher d¢lve sons of men could not lose even Judas, with-
out deep regrets. He sighs, “He that eats bredd Mé has lifted up his heel against Me.” Among the
bitter herbs of His Passover, none was more likedomwood and gall than that word, “Verily, verily,
say unto you, one of you shall betray Me.” As thisraexpressible sweetness in the doctrine ofithe
nal perseverance of the Saints, so there is aenahte horror in other doctrines which guardutlsas
that which our Lord lays down in the words, “if thalt has lost his savor, wherewith shall it beées#

It is therefore good for nothing, but to be cast and to be trodden under foot of men.” Final pees-
ance is a rose of heaven’s own garden, but ittisvék thorns, and those thorns are such casdsoae t
of Judas and of others that drew back unto perditio

See then in this choice pastorate of our Mastergtieat need there is of keeping. Let us pray for
Him to keep us to the end.

Il. Secondly, and very briefly, let us speak of A TEMPERY PRIVILEGE. The eleven were not
to have Christ with them always. He was to ascemid Hlis throne, and then they were to fall back on
another mode of living, common to all saints.
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Now, why was Christ with them at all? It was besmthey were very weak. They needed fostering
and nurturing. Look, brethren, you had great jaysour early days, you then enjoyed raptures and
transports. You have not had them lately; it mayfbeyou have traveled to heaven at a steadieg.pac
My mother bounced me upon her knee when | was a,lali she never thought of nursing me when |
became a man. Certain spiritual joys are the ggé@land the necessity of our religious babyhootl, bu
we outgrow them. The Lord took the eleven when theye in their infancy, and He was with them in
the world, and kept them. Why then did He go awai§®, for this reason, that they might grow to spir-
itual manhood! If He had always remained with th&mrking miracles, and teaching them by His per-
sonal presence, they would always have been meldresh but it was expedient for them that He
should go, for then the Holy Spirit came upon thang they rose into the full vigor of manhood. &hil
Jesus was with them, they were little children, ibuitlis absence they became men in Christ, quitting
themselves valorously through faith in His namenilgpys of sense are allowed to trembling saints,
which are taken from them when they become strorbe Lord.

You also, dear friends, have enjoyed a profitgdastorate, and you are now about to lose it. You
have not been under Christ’s personal teaching,cthad not be, but you have been under the tegchin
of some man whom God has very greatly blessedeimtimistry of His Word. Alas, you are now going
far from the much-loved means of grace! | pray Goat you may now grow stronger. Now that the
plant is put out into the cold, may it have stréngnhd vigor enough to bear the frost! | see my gaed
hardening off young plants, and it may be the Lisrédbout to do the same with you. A boat in the
builder’s yard has been gradually fashioned toguidn, and beautified with abundant care. Butusin
be launched, it must be washed by the rough seayst know the wear and tear of storms. Israel must
not always fatten in Goshen, the tribes must beirleal the wilderness, and must be conducted over
stony places, for thus the Lord brings His chosetheéir promised rest.

Please note that, choice as the privilege wasavinly Jesus Himself to be their pastor, apart from
the grace of God, this special gift had no powai.iithe Lord Jesus Christ might preach, but Heldou
not touch the heart of the son of perdition. H&k&mbon Peter, and Peter went out and wept bittbdy,
the Lord might have looked till Dooms Day at Judax] there would have been no tears of penitence in
Judas’s eyes. Alas! Judas heard every sermon tiregt @reached, saw all the mighty deeds that lde di
even saw the bloody sweat upon His face in the &aad Gethsemane, and kissed that face with trai-
torous lips! No ministry of itself can turn a heaftstone into flesh. “You must be born from abbéve.
Though the Son of God Himself is the preacher,wleen the congregation goes out, eleven in whom
there is the grace of God are blessed, but the@kpardition remains just what he was—hardened even
to the end. Let this be a warning to such as beprafited under the word when faithfully preached.
Beware lest you perish under the gospel, and gshpetth a vengeance. If, however, a choice mipistr
is about to be removed from any of you, let thsudiht minister a measure of comfort to you, théera
all, the essential thing is not to be taken from,yior even in the absence of the best outwardstmni
the Spirit of God can bless you, but without thairi§of God even the ministry of Christ Himself, the
days of His flesh, could not have been effectuaioo.
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lll. So now | come, in the last place, to show you whieeeMaster left His disciples, where we all
are, where we may well be content to be. We aréhallobjects of A BLESSED PRAYER. “Holy Fa-
ther, keep through Your own name those whom Yowelgaven Me, that they may be one, as we are.”
Beneath this divine petition we all find shelter.

Notice how He begirs-“Father.” Oh, yes, it is the Father who keeps us! ChildrieGad, who can
be a better keeper for you, than your Father? Tamvban you cry with such certainty of being heaxd a
to your Father in heaven? Whose heart will so smmoved, whose ears will be so quick to hear, and
whose feet will be so swift to save as your Fag®iThe Lord Jesus was tender to us when He selected
that title of the great God, and did not say, “Jetip” or “Elohim, keep Your people,” but “Fatheedp
them.”

And then He puts ttHoly Father,” but why that? Why, just because the kegepieans, keep us ho-
ly, and who can make us holy but the Holy God, whd can keep us holy but He who is Himself holy?
Who will have such an intense interest in our granioliness as One whose name is the Holy Father?
Beloved, | love well this title; it commends itsétf my faith, and breeds assurance in my souhdf t
blessed hand of Jesus has put me into the bostime éfoly Father that | may be kept, why, the kegpin
is sure and certain! The Holy One will never sufierto be polluted or defiled.

Carefully note that the prayer is still—‘Keep thekeep them.” What keeping do you and | require?
| was thinking of the various forms of keeping tha as a church might seek for. We need keeping
from discord. “Holy Father, keep them that they rbayone.” It is a very wonderful thing when a dozen
people agree for a dozen weeks. We are such alobdflpeople—I did not mean you in particular, but
| mean all members of Christian churches—that iealy no wonder when we disagree. The wonder is
that we have been so long and so heartily unitpdaise and bless God for our years of spirituatoa
ny. Knowing that despite our imperfections, ourdiemcies to self-exaltation, and the easiness aimmis
derstanding one another, and the readiness witbhwine provoke, and are provoked without causs, it i
very a wonder to me that we should have had nfestor divisions. “Holy Father, keep us.” Let uayr
that prayer very often. We do not know how soonma be all sixes and sevens. Let us pray God that
we may not fall foul of one another through ther@mte of some serpents of discord into our happy pa
adise.

But, brethren, to be kept in unity is not enoughk,need keeping from error. The world swarms with
false doctrines, like Egypt with frogs in the dayher plague. You cannot put your head outside the
door without having a flight of heresies buzzinguard you. As some cities on the Continent have been
full of cholera, so has this city been full of “mexyd thought,” and | will not attempt to decide whibe
worse of the two is. But it is a great mercy tdkeet from the silly love of novelties, and to bépeel to
adhere to the old faith, to cling to the old crddappy is he who is determined to know nothing save
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. “Holy Father, keisg We have seen some go to the east, and some to
the west, some to the moon, and some to the starse to perfection, and some to licentiousnessp Kee
us, Holy Father, keep us staunch in Your truth deehe end.
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But it would not be enough for us to be kept whigad firm in the truth, we need also to be kept
from sin. Saints must be kept, or they will soorsters. How have | seen the brightest men taedish
with the foulest lusts! How have | mourned as | dndnown those who preached holiness with won-
drous power to practice unholiness in their privates! You and | are so ready to be upset by alend
squall of temptation, especially such as carrieshmaail and little ballast, that we have need taypr
each one for himself, and then for all his brethfefoly Father, keep us: keep us from all evil.”

Nor would that be enough, for there is such aglaia being kept perfectly moral, outwardly proper
and decorous, and yet our hearts may graduallyidmilrsto spiritual death. Have you never seentit? |
was not putridity, it was not even ghastliness. Thegpse was washed—washed with rosewater, and
there were touches of paint on the cheeks andHgisalmost veiled the work of death. Fitly drapauad
with a smile upon its countenance, it looked a wele to you, yet it was a corpse. Could you have
thought it? O church of God, beware of acceptirrggbmblance of life. In the battles between thenSpa
iards and the Moors, when the Cid, Rodrigo Diaz, tadlen in the fight, the Spaniards set his bogy u
right upon his milk-white steed, and went forthbtitle with his corpse at their head. How often hisd
presence made victory secure to his comrades! atiMoors discovered that the mighty arm was pal-
sied by death, they fled before the sword of treag€id, but when once they knew that the uplifedd
chion was held in a dead hand, they recovered.spimd so you can make a dead church sit upright in
the saddle, wearing all its harness of war, andogsumake it bear aloft the great sword of the |ardl
for a time its death may be unsuspected, but aetcthé world find out the dreadful secret, anchisir
of defeat has come. A dead church, like a dead igsport for children. A church devoid of spigtu
life is the laughing stock of devils. God keep ligttwe never fall into the condition of spirituadazy!
Pray from the bottom of your hearts, my brethrenymison with the sweet prayer of our living, layin
Lord, “Holy Father, keep through Your own name theghom You have given Me, that they may be
one, as we are.”

Observe, further, that our Lord Jesus Christ sisiswe may be kepghrough God’s own namét
requires the very name of God to keep a Christian.

By the word “name” is sometimes meant the wholaratter of God, the whole royal power and
prerogative of God. Frequentpoweris meant by the word “name.” There is no keeping of us,
much less the whole ship’s company, except theedatame of God shall exert all its power to kedp of
our foe. The Savior concludes with this plea, “H&Bther, keep through Your own name those whom
You have given Me.” | do not know whether it wilkike you, but it strikes me as very touching. He
seems to say, “Father, You did give these to Mey tre very precious to Me, they are My jewels. Now
| am going away, and therefore | must leave thenvlyOFather, keep for Me the sweet tokens of Your
own love to Me! These are Your forget-me-nots, Bhdve valued them, therefore | ask you, while | go
up to yonder bloody tree and die, and when aftads/drcome to You, and enjoy My eternal rest, take
care of these whom You have given Me.” It is likBusband who has obtained his bride, but now finds
that he must go away from her. He gives her badietdather who originally gave her to him, andssay
“Take care of her for my sake. As you love me, teke ofher.” We are talking about you, you believ-
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ers in Christ, listen, therefore, with diligenc@ht Father Himself loves you.” The Father gave §wu
Jesus because He loved Jesus. He wanted Jesugtthaawhich would give Him most delight, and so
He gaveyouto Him, and now that Jesus cannot be with you lsyldddily presence, He gives you over
to the great Father, from whose loving hands H& fieceived you, and He says, “Holy Father, keep
them.” Do you think the Father will answer the Soréquest? | am sure that He will. | feel safehiat t
Almighty hand in which Jesus has placed me—

“I know that safe with God remains,

Protected by His power,

All that to Jesus appertains,

Till the decisive hour.”

Remember that double-handed safety of which Jgsesks in John 10:28, 29, “They shall never
perish; neither shall any man pluck them out of Myd. My Father, which gave them to Me, is greater
than all; and no man is able to pluck them out gfather’s hand.”

Do you belong to Christ, dear hearer? You areahme in being owned by that royal Proprietor,
many of us are the sheep of His flock, and thedodil of His love. We are going to gather around our
Lord’s table. Will you go away, or will you come twius and say, “We belong to Him, and we would
share His banquet of love?” If you must go away thice, hasten to put yourself right, that you may
obey your Lord in the future. End this forgetfulaes your dying Lord, | pray you. Give yourselfdie-
sus, and that shall be the best evidence thatatiteeFgave you to Jesus, for never did a heartitged
to Jesus except as the result of the eternal perpb&od, and the work of the Spirit within. Beldve
hearer, yield yourself to the Well-beloved, whoseel shall henceforth be your joy, your safeguard,
your perfection, your bliss! Yield yourself now witut an hour’s delay!

Let the Lord’s people now come, and keep the fedsbt joy and gladness, singing praises unto the
name of the Great Keeper of Israel, who does nesflaenber nor sleep.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—JOHN 17.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—675, 668, 670.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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