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“In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesstood and cried, saying,
If any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink.
John 7:37.

THE officers were after our Lord and He knew it. &tuld spy them out in the crowd, but He was
not therefore in the least afraid, or disconcertdd.reminds me of that minister who, when he was
about to preach, was stopped by a soldier, who &gldtol to his head, and threatened that if lokep
he would kill him. “Soldier,” he said, “do your duytand | shall do mine,” and he went on with his
preaching. The Savior, without saying as much indspsaid so by His actions. If they were senalke@t
Him, let them take Him, as for Himself, the timesa@me to speak boldly, and therefore He stood and
cried, saying, “If any man thirst, let him come aMe, and drink.”

You see, it was the last day of the Feast of Tredmdes. From the middle of that festival the Lord
had been present, and had openly taught the pespdethey had seen Him in the midst of the throng,
lifting up His hands, and proclaiming holy doctririgut the feast was over, the boughs were cleared
away, and the tents, in which they had dwelt foiree, were taken down. It was the eighth day, which
was spent as a Sabbath, but the Savior did noé ¢egeeach because the festival was almost ovler. T
the last day He continued to instruct, invite, antreat. How this reminds us of His constant pageéit
is but one instance, out of very many, of the S&vipertinacity of loving-kindness. Though the Jews
had often refused Him, He is still pleading witletih He has come to His own, and they have not re-
ceived Him, but He waits to be gracious, He tarimesnwearied mercy, He endures “even to this’last,
and so, on “that great day of the feast,” He haisashote of admonition, and a word of invitatiéor
them. Oh, the patience of God to some here pre¥ent'have long heard the gospel, and although you
have never given it due attention, still does thedySavior strive with you, and press you to besmbn
erate of your own best interests. Jesus urges gdivd, persuades you to be saved. There are times
when it would not be becoming to the honor of agkim press his favors upon those who have disyinctl
despised and refused them, but it is ever the argagtory of our Lord Jesus Christ that He contintzes
entreat, even when we continue to resist. Everutmwn last hour does the Lord of mercy sweetly cry
“If any man thirst let him come unto Me, and drihRepent, dear hearer, of all your long delays, and
come to Jesus this day, for He still invites yayisg evermore, “Whosoever will, let Him take tha-w
ter of life freely.”

Furthermore, our Lord did not only preach the gbsil the last day of the feast, but becauseasw
the last day, He manifested an increased arday gosg, and whereas His custom wasit@and teach
the people who gathered in a ring around Him, a® ¢losing day He now sought a prominent place,
probably just outside the Temple, or in one ofoiiser courts, and there H#¢ood,conspicuous before
them all, in the attitude of one who has risen flimease, and has come to meet those whom hesnvit
He assumed a position more active, more pleadinge rearnest, than that of a seated teacher. Behold,
He stands and pleads! That pleading is in tonds jpathetic and loud; He “cries,” “If any man thijrkt
Him come unto Me, and drink.”

It is the last time that He will look into some thieir faces. They are going back from Jerusalem
where they have kept the feast, they will get dactheir farms and to their merchandise, and ifddes
not strike the iron while He has it on the anvig khay never have another stroke at it. If at ihie tan
invitation is not pressed upon them, they will fetrghe teaching they have heard, they will probably
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never hear any more, and they will die in theissinthink | see the Master’s face beaming withyhol
affection, and His eyes streaming with tears, agpleads as for His life with the throng which is so
soon to melt away. It is now or never with Him, amith them. He must once more free Himself of the
blood of them all, and therefore on that “last didmat great day of the feast, Jesus stood and, ctied
any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink.”

| think it is noteworthy that, when the Master hgathered up all the forces of His soul, and His
whole spirit was moved with intense anxiety for good of men, then He especially preached the gos-
pel of salvation. | do not know that He had befeogoublicly declared Himself as the great fountmd
source of salvation. He had taught this truth swloman at the well of Samaria with special plagsne
and He had spoken of it to different little compmwith great distinctness, but now almost forfitst
time on this last day He brings it all out befdne multitude, and cries, “If any man thirst, letnhcome
unto Me, and drink.” Now the invitation is given stdreely. Now is the cry sounded forth most loudly
O you that are perishing, O you that are lost, @ y@t want salvation, here is the place wherecau
find it—"Come unto Me, and drink!” It seems to meat the Lord Jesus was driving only at this one
thing—the getting of men to come to Himself. At Hrey time He would teach them deeper doctrine, or
truth of a wider range, for His ministry dealt withany things for edification and holiness, but now,
this last day, He seems to put other matters omsittes and His one objective is to win thirsty sotd
come to Him and drink. | have deep fellowship iatthpirit this morning. | remember that | shall not
have another morning’s discourse with you for saime, and perhaps | may never have another. | go
from you for a season, and my voice will be silamtong you. Therefore | said within my heart that |
would preach this morning upon the one subjecbaiing to Christ, and upon nothing else. If you make
mistakes about a thousand things, it will be vexy that you should do so, but not as sad as iffgibu
into an error upon this matter. If, perhaps, yoausth not know this or that, it may be greatly tauyo
detriment, but nothing compared with not knowing ttord Jesus. My brethren, my sisters, if you yeall
come to Jesus, and assuage the thirst of your bgudsinking of that living water, which He so fige
gives, the main thing will be right, the chief tgimill be secured. We will hope that all the resti w
come right by and by, but just now we will look aéoto that vital point. O you that thirst, comeant
Christ, and drink, and if you do so, our morning/erk will be fraught with untold blessedness to lyou
In my absence this shall be my solace, that mywastl won your souls for Jesus.

| would further call your attention to this fathat while the Lord, on that last day, displayedean
traordinary ardor for men’s souls, and preachedgibgpel more fully then than ever, He especially
drove at this point, that they should come to Hite.spoke more pointedly, clearly, and exclusivdly o
Himself than ever, for just in proportion as Hegwieed the gospel, it was of necessity that He be@am
witness to Himself, since there is no other gos$ipah that which is wrapped up in His own proper per
son and work. The more gospel, the more Christ,thadnore Christ, the more gospel. So, when our
Lord says, “If any man thirst,” there is water ® lliad, He can do no other than say, “Let him conte u
Me, and drink.” If that word must come forth fronuroLord’s own lips, how abundantly it ought to
come from ours! Jesus stands up to be Himself gecemot alone for a congregation of people wha hea
Him, but for a crowd of thirsty folk who are to dki of Him. Jesus is the central sun of salvatiord a
from Him the true light radiates on all sides. who will turn their eyes to look unto Him shall lwéth
the light of life.

Beloved hearers, | have not shunned to declaie ymi the whole counsel of God as God has made
it known to me, yet | do feel this morning that dbwd gladly let all other truth sink for the whili,l
might but so preach my Lord Jesus that every urexded person here might see Him, and look to Him
with the glance of faith. | desire also that eveoyverted person may again look to Jesus, andranti
steadily to look until the glance of faith on eastrall melt into the vision of happiness in heawkimat
a morning this would be if we all hastened to Jeand drank from Him as from the sparkling fountain
of grace! Why should we not? “Jesus stood, andl¢rend His most ardent passion led Him to cry con-
cerning Himself, that men should come to Him, aind fn Him the supply for all their spiritual need.
The more we love our fellow men, the more we, sall tell them of Jesus and of Jesus only.

This text | shall try to handle on this last Sabb@mong you. May the Spirit of God handle it so as
to make it useful to you one and all!
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I. Notice, in the text, THE INQUIRY FOR THE THIRSTYegus stands amidst that mass of people
from every land, the mingled tribes, scatteredafadt wide, who came up to Jerusalem to keep theg feas
and He cries among them, “If any man thirst.” Evittig He is seeking out needy, restless, longing
hearts.

Observe that He starts withvery wide inquiryHe seeks for any man, and consequently for every
man, that thirsts. So does the gospel at this boore with a generous and wide appeal. Have you any
desire after God? Have you any will to be rid oftiygin? Have you any anxiety to escape from the
wrath to come? Have you any weariness after Jaswuisthe rest which He alone can give? Do you de-
sire to be made pure? Is there a heart in you wéigits after better things? Do you long after déig
and holier, and more heavenly life? Well, whoeveu ynay be, Jesus says, “Come unto me, and drink.”
There gathered that day about the Temple, not mdg of Judea and Galilee, but Parthians, Medes,
Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia. In falitsorts of people, even as on the day of Pestgco
came up to keep the feast, and without making acgmion whatever in His generous invitation, our
good Master stood and cried, “If any man thirgt hien come unto Me, and drink.” Beneath the arch of
heaven that same call sounds out to every thimiyaf every clime. Wherever the sound of my vage
heard this morning, and wherever the printed sermitinbe read, a sincere invitation comes, without
exception, to every soul that longs and thirstera®od, and pardon, and mercy, and eternal lifd, an
heaven, “If any man thirst, let him come unto Med @rink.” Do not turn away from this honest invita
tion to eternal life.

Yet there wails through our text an undertoneragfdy whichit is anxiously narrowed dowiwide
as the invitation is, yet that “If,” spoken in temty solemn tones of apprehension, reminds usntiaaty
are called, but few are choséHl. any man thirst’—as if He had said, “The mass of gownot thirst; do
any of you thirst? The multitudes do not thirstlyoone here and there is doing so.” Our Lord’s gian
sweeps over the throng; He reads their indiffereand spiritual death, and in plaintive accentsebde
presses His fear that none, or at least very fesvtharsting. Alas, the truly thirsty are as fewflasvers
in winter! Self-contentment possesses the mindmaiy, and world-contentment steals over others.
They are in a desert, no drop of dew falls aboetthand the water bottle that they carry has lomces
been dry, but they are mocked by the mirage, aeyg plut aside their thirst with the fond idea thaiew
they will they can drink to the full. An evil spifhas made them mad, and they own not the thirgthwh
devours them. You may tell them of sin, and itsgdanbut they do not desire to confess it; them-co
science is asleep. You talk of hell, and all itsdes, but either they do not believe you, or ¢y are
so callous that they will risk an eternity of wae the sake of a poor transient pleasure. You spéak
Christ, and pardon bought with blood, but whathiattto them? They go their way after the trifles of
time and sense, and the great realities of eteduityot trouble them. “If any man thirst.” Alassgirit-
ually thirsty soul is a choice rarity! Where shiafind him? With what joy will | salute him! He ithe
man who will gladly receive the tidings of Jesud &tis love.

The mass of the people are bereft of spiritudirfgethey neither hunger nor thirst after rightsou
ness, but they have given themselves up to enppiitish lives of oxen, or of dogs. They live fathe
whole of their existence were to be spent amidstreows of this poor, unenlightened world, and as i
there would never dawn upon our immortal natureswaamlasting day. Such brutish men have no expec-
tation of a resurrection, no fear of a judgementdme, no hope of heaven, and no dread of helll Wel
does the weeping Savior put it, “If any man thirst.

The invitation is in itself wide, and is only faxed by the deep sorrow of the Preacher. If any man
thirst, he is bidden to come to Jesus. If you, ,n@ve stolen in here this morning, discontented w
the pleasures of the world, you are bidden to ctomiesus for rest and satisfaction. If you are aot
increased in goods, and yet are quite unable wyegmur riches, because your heart cannot be eatisf
with the world, you are he to whom this invitatioomes. If you are heavy with the burden of siyoi
would give your eyes to be rid of it, if you aresgairing, and ready to die, because your strugijtes
better things have all been failures, you are herwkthe Lord Jesus invites. With loving tenderness H
puts it to all of you who want everything, but hawe joy of anything, “If any man thirst, let him roe
unto Me, and drink.” O man, if you have any sorspiritual desire, any kind of longing after thatiah
is good and gracious, come at once to Jesus, and Ball joyfully receive you.

Volume 31 Tell someone today how much you love g&3rist. 3




4 The Preacher’s Last Sermon for the Season Set®rb

The call is painfully clearlf any man thirst.” The thirsty know what thirs,iit is a self-explaining
pain. A man knows whether he thirsts or not. Nobodgd take a minute to answer the question, “Do |
thirst?” because, as to natural thirst, it is anaiwant which is readily discerned. If, my heaggu are
really thirsty, you know you are thirsty. Are yoisshtisfied with yourself? Are you grieved on aatou
of sin? Are you anxious to be right with God? Aoiypining to find your Savior? You are the man, and
there is no question about it. Hear His voice whikgraciously says, “Come unto Me, and drink.”

Be it remembered th#his call is being continually repeatedt this moment, though | speak it, my
Master is with me, and is using me as His moutbugdélimself says it, and not I, “If any man thitst,
him come unto Me, and drink.” Jesus is not standiogy outside the Temple at Jerusalem, for He is
gone from us, as to His bodily presence, but framder lofty place at the right hand of God He still
speaks, and He cries, “If any man thirst let hirmeaunto Me, and drink.” Jesus is accessible ¥tdL
may come to Him at this hour. A prayer will bringwto Him, a sigh will find and reach Him, and if,
beneath the arch of heaven, in hall or cottag@alace or prison, in the forest or on the seagtien
man that thirsts, let him but come unto Jesus lil,fand he shall have all his needs supplieds H i
blessed invitation, standing good at this hourda,yO friend! Yes, it will hold good even to a man’
dying day, and this may be to you that very dagudéhas not ceased to invite, nor will He ceage-to
ceive all that come to Him.

Do you ask me again, “What is this thirst?” Thiistnothing actual, or substantive, it is a lack, a
want, crying out of its emptiness. It is the abseota necessity. Sinner, you need not look forgogd
thing in yourself, the thirst which is sought ferthe absence of a good thing. Thirst is a painéad.
Have you not needs? Thirst is an emptiness, a waciius the miss of that which is essential te.lif
Have you not such a miss? Thirst is conscious ne@tscious to a painful degree; have you not this?
This sense of need is your thirst. The need ndyubalgets a pain. When our system needs drink,ra me
ciful providence creates a pang so that we areedrig take notice that a requisite of life mustrome-
diately supplied. Thirst rings the alarm bell, @hd mind and body set to work to supply the urgkmt
mand. It is a dreadful thing if the system needatkewand yet did not thirst, for we might be fatah-
jured before we knew that any harm was happeningstdarhe pain of thirst is a salutary warning that
something very important is needed. Now, soul,oifl yare suffering from fear or despondency, if you
endure heaviness of heart and disquietude of spiyibu have a longing, a sighing, a pining akeme-
thing better and holier, then you are thirsty.dfiyhave this thirst in any measure or degree, yelia-
den to come to Christ and drink. If you have noyetsa burning thirst, nor a fever, but if you harey
sort of thirst, you may come and drink. If you doany measure long for mercy and renewal, you are
included in this invitation, “If any man thirst,ti@im come unto Me, and drink.” Do not look within
yourself to find any good thing. Is thirst a gotdhg? No, thirst is an evil thing, to be removedd &
you see in yourself only evil things to be removgal) have all that Jesus sets forth in this texhas
description of those whom He permits to come to $éilih He says so much, and no more—*“If any man
thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink.”

| wonder whether | have found out the thirsty perthis morning. Are you sitting upstairs in the to
gallery? Or are you among the thicker company belshere are you? Find yourself out now. Turn
your eyes inward, look not to your neighbor, but gé&hin your own soul, “Yes, | thirst, perhaps rast
| should, but still | do desire; | am uneasy, | @an unrest; there is an absence of good in mehanh,
my thirst were satisfied this morning!” Friend, yare my man! Before we go further, let me salute, yo
and say, “Man, my brother,” or “Woman, my sistée L.ord Jesus says unto you, ‘Come unto Me, and
drink.”

Thus much upon the inquiry after the thirsty ones.

Il. Here is, secondly, THE ONE DIRECTION FOR THE RELIEWF ALL SUCH THIRSTY
ONES, “Let him come unto Me, and drink.” There reedlirection, and that one direction points solely
to one source. All who would have their thirst aggd must come to one fountain, to one Jesus. Ob-
serve, thatChrist, who gives the water which quenches spitithast, directs us to come to Himself
personally Do notice this. “Let him come unfde, and drink.” Do you ask, “What creed am | to be-
lieve, what doctrines am | to receive?” We will gu of this by and by, but just now He that is Ise-
fore you this morning is a Person, the Son of Gloel Lord Jesus Christ. At the time when He spoie th
text He had not been crucified, nor dead, nor loyner raised from the dead, but the text was spoke
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with a foresight of all this, as you will see bydeng two verses further on, where we are told Wizt
Christ said took for granted His death and restioec“The Holy Spirit was not yet given; becaubatt
Jesus was not yet glorified.” In this verse ourd_speaks as if He had been dead, and had risemaand
been glorified. So then, O soul, if your thirstasbe assuaged, you must come to Jesus the Soodpf G
who became the Son of man, who lived, who took husia upon Himself, and died for it, the just for
the unjust, to bring us to God; who, being deads wken down from the cross and laid in the grave,
where He slept a little while, and then arose frammong the dead into newness of life, and afteyfort
days ascended on high, leading captivity captiveth/s hour He sits at the right hand of God, alver
being given unto Him in heaven and in earth. In lary He is this day able to save to the uttermost
them that come unto God by Him. You must come tm Miho has finished His redeeming work, and
ever lives to make intercession for us, and if wolicome to Him, He will give you the full supplef
all the great needs of your nature. O, my hearégtewer your spiritual desire is, Jesus will griant
whatever, in fact, your soul requires between phhese and glory, He will give it to you, but you stu
come to Him for it, and to Him alone. You must codigtinctlyto Him, and not to ceremonies, or sac-
raments, or priests, or churches, or assemblieseeds, or services, or doings, or feelings. Yeunat
to eat or drink of the house, or of the servantd,tbe Master Himself gives you Himself to be your
bread from heaven. Your salvation lies in that mi&viPerson, whom by faith | see at this moment,
clothed in the splendor of heaven, yet still wegutine marks of His passion. He looks like a landd th
has been slain; He presents a perpetually comaieteement, and continually reconciles sinners td.Go
There lies your hope, and there alone. In thatdPelssay, and in that Person only there is saiwvati

All that a sinner wants is to be found in abundaimcéesusThe Lord Jesus invites all who feel their
thirst to come to Him and partake, feeling no diéince as to His ability to meet all their caseksafly
man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink.” Thbugpur thirst is like that of a panting ox uponu s
try summer’s day, who puts down his mouth to theokr and drinks as though he would leave it dry—
you may come, and feel no trembling as to the geficy of the living waters. Yes, you may come in
your dozens, your scores, your hundreds, your #uiss your millions, and your hundreds of millions!
There shall never be a time when the Lord Jesus lsidathe thirsty stay away because the current of
His grace is exhausted. He said, “If any man tHeshim come unto Me, and drink,” without stint or
measure; there is nothing to limit the draughtwesiion the supply. In Jesus there is such a &sltieat
it never will be exhausted. Sin may be exhausteglyace may be numbered, time may be finished, and
need may be ended, but mercy endures forever.

There is in Christ Jesus a varied supffe thirst of the soul is not like the thirst oéthody, which
is readily quenched by any one liquid, for theghf the soul is for many things. Whatsoever many
things the soul thirsts for, Jesus will supply thainour wonderful variety of wants is met by Ksn-
derful variety of excellences. Here is a soul thahts peace, “this Man shall be the peace.” “l am u
hinged, | am almost driven to distraction, | amedpitroubled, so that | cannot sleep.” You shalléha
rest by coming to Jesus, “He gives His belovedpsté®ut | am so guilty, | have sinned past all gan,
| blush to think how grievously | have trespassetbt can have pardon for all your sins, though they
are as glaring as scarlet, and though for numbar #ine as many as the sands of the sea. In Jesus th
penitent finds perfect pardon for all his offend@s.you believe this? It is certainly so. God wegist all
your transgressions into the depths of the semufbelieve in the Lord Jesus. How happy is the man
who, by faith in Jesus, knows that the Lord halkyfaihd freely forgiven Him! “But | want purity,” ags
a third. “I am troubled with horrible thoughts. &\e a strong passionate nature, which draws me into
wrong desires. | have been a drunk, | have beehaste, | have been given to the use of foul languag
and these things are a source of continued defileim®h, my friend, you can get rid of all this,yibu
desire to do so, by coming to Jesus! He will give ® new heart and a right spirit, He will changery
nature totally, so that this evil shall never mbexe dominion over you; but where sin abounded;ggra
shall much more abound. Do you hear this? All gustin Christ for you. “But I,” says one, “desite
make progress. | hope | am right, and | want tonbee right. | want to make advances in the divifeg |
so as to honor God, and bless my fellow men.” Caimen, to the Lord Jesus, and drink, for He gives
life, and gives it more abundantly. “But | wantdys a Christian, “power in prayer, and power to-con
vince and convert my fellow men.” Come then to 3efsu it; concerning this also He says, “If any man
thirst let him come unto Me, and drink.” He will keyou strong upon your knees, and mighty in holy
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service, if you will but surrender your will to HimiBut | want perseverance,” cries another, “I can
scarcely hold on my way; | am hard put to it; Intaeven though | resolve to pursue.” Come to Him,
then, for persevering grace. “He will keep the feeHis saints.” Find your strength to stand, aodry
ability to endure, in Him alone. If any man thiréts anything that is really desirable let Him cotoe
Jesus, in whom all right desires are provided Adirfor sinners and all for saints will be found Jesus
our Lord, who is all in all.

Still remember thait is to Jesus only that you must cormed you must bring nothing of your own
with you. All you are bidden to do lies in theseotthings;come,anddrink. Christ is accessible, and you
may cometo Him. He does not stand with a gulf between Himd gou, mockingly crying, “Come.” No,
but He comes where you are today, in all your igised sin, and He sweetly whispers, “Come.” Arise,
then, for He calls you. He shortens the way for,yoy He is Himself the Way. He comes to you, and
He says, “Come to me,” not because there is noastadistance to traverse, but because there issonly
step, and He would have you take it at once. Darost Him, and you have come to Him. This coming
is not so much an exercise of power, as the resanaf power. Submit yourself to Jesus, yield tonH
be willing that He should be everything to you, aod have truly come to Him.

Then you are told tdrink. That is not a difficult action. Any fool can dkinin fact, many are great
fools because they drink too much of poisonousoliguDrinking is peculiarly the commonplace act of
sinners. “Drink!” Surely you can do that! You hawely to be as a sponge that sucks up all that comes
near it. To drink is the act of a baby, a sick mamounded deer, or even a little chick. Put yoouth
down, and suck up that which flows to you in thesriof Christ’s love. See how a newborn babe drinks
from its mother’'s breast; be you as that weak babhd,take in Christ according to your capacity. He
bids you receive Him; why hesitate? You are ndiriag anything to Jesus, but to take everythingnfro
Him, as the thirsty ground opens its mouth, andkdrin the showers, many as they may be. Open wide
your soul, and drink in Christ, as the great narithghirlpool sucks in the sea. Pull up the sluices]
let streams of mercy flow through you in glorioosrénts. It is all He bids you do; it is, in fat, do
nothing but to receive your God. If any man thiré$ Him receive Christ. This, then, is the onedi
tion for the assuagement of the burning thirstliodia-sick souls.

lll. Consider, in the third place, THE PERMISSION HERE/BEN FOR THEIR PARTICIPA-
TION. | have told you where the water is, but theesfion comes, “May | drink of it?” If you thirst,
drink. No limit is placed in our text. “Whosoeveillwlet him take the water of life freely.There is no
limit as to what you have formerly dori@h, but | have been so guilty, so hardened; | hatered bit-
ter words; | have even spoken against God and HissC | have denied the deity of our Lord; | have
gone aside into all manner of crooked ways!” Whateyou have done, if you have now any longing
after God and your Savior, come freely, just as @) for He bids you come and drink. “But | dac¢ n
say what | have done, sir.” You need not say intg it were better you should not. Confess it Uatml
alone, and though you are black as seven midnightsfoul as seven hells, you may come to Jests jus
as you are, and receive from Him complete absaiutih any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and
drink.”

Neither is there any limit put as to where you hgeae beforel remember one who wanted to pur-
chase a certain article, and he called upon orteeothief merchants, and asked his price. When this
was given him, he went his way to half-a-dozen otreeers, and tried to buy at a cheaper rate.itle d
not succeed, but, on the contrary, he found thafitet had quoted the lowest price. When he waked
second time into that shop, his advances were plitomed. “No,” said the merchant, “I shall not serv
you now; you have been all round the town, andif gould have got it a farthing cheaper you would
not have been here. | don't care for such custoimkrs not thus with our Lord Jesus; He makes and
keeps a free trade in grace. If you have gone tedgoif you have gone to Rome, if you have gone to
priest or father confessor, yes, if you have ganthé devil, yet still you may come to Christ. Dot n
fear a refusal. He still says, “If any man thirdhdugh he has been to all the wells on earth,fandd
them dry, still this well is full, and he is perteid to drink at it. “Let him come unto Me, and dkih

There is no limit because of any kind of |a&hh,” says one, “I am deficient in tenderness; | dea
ficient in patience!” Whatsoever you are deficiamtso much the greater is your thirst, but thed_or
meets that thirst in all respects. If any man laahkgthing, the Lord will supply that lack; if anyam is
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conscious that he has a great and grievous latkabfwhich is most essential, as when one has okeed
water which is essential to life, let him come toriSt, and drink.

“Surely,” says one, “I cannot be intended, form & peculiar circumstances, | am very old.” Come
and drink, if you have any thirst, though you aseold as Methuselah. “But | am so poor.” The poorer
you are, the more welcome you are. Come, in youwrcgnfrock, and drink. “But | cannot read”; never
mind, the text does not say, “Read,” but “Drink.t the polling booths many are met with, who cannot
read, but none, who cannot drink. | have known stmaé¢ could not read a letter who could drink a
churn full; drinking is an ability which is very dely distributed. The power to receive is scarcely
power, and yet it is the only power needed for &aiwm. Come along, and take what Christ does freely
give you. “Alas, | am so different from others!” B®the text say that any are shut out becauseatieey
different from others? No; Jesus stood and crig@ry man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink”

Sorrowfully 1 notice that some are ingeniouslyiriy to lock the door against themselves with the
very key that was meant to open it. “Alas,” oneesri“l amafraid | do not thirst!” Tell me, then, what
is the matter with you? “Sir, | have not such asseaf need as | ought to have,” that is to say, areu
sensible that you are needier than you think yeu laryou are conscious that you are not fully aavair
all your need, then | urge you to come to Jesis$,ga you are, for if ever there was a thirsty ,spoli
are one. You even need a sense of need, and tiviegpthat you are horribly in need. You are thadiree
est among the needy, and should be among thedicsime.

“I am afraid | do not thirst.” Tell me, would yaome if you did thirst? “That, | would.” Then come
at once, and none will cast you out, because wbercgme it will be clear that you must have thuiste
for none ever come to Jesus who do not thirst. Feasoning with you in a roundabout way, as you do
with me. “But | want to thirst more.” Then come atiihk, and you shall thirst more, that is to sgyy
shall know more of your need of Christ than yourdov, for they that find Christ value Christ more
than those who, as yet, have never found Him. Cidiyeu do thirst, and come if you think you do not
thirst, but wish you did thirst; for that wish toirtst is the very thirst you wish for. The sensat thou
have no proper sense of need is the very best fleamisean be. Your want of a power to feel your tvan
IS your greatest want; consciousness of your owesomsciousness is the truest consciousness. Your
groaning because you cannot groan is the deepeahigg that ever is groaned. Therefore, come along
with you; keep not back through shame or fearJ&sus will give you a hearty welcome, and supply
everything you can possibly require. The more wdil feel yourself to be, the more are you invited
come, your very unfitness is your fitness for cognia Jesus. It is not what you have that God asiks f
but He invites you to bring before Him what you éawt, that He may meet your pressing need, and
give you all things to enjoy. He takes advantaggaifr poverty in a blessed manner. You know how
men do with one another; if they find a man uttedgluced, they grind him down still more. Now, the
Lord takes advantage of your poverty to lift you Uipe less there is in you that is good, the mane y
need a Savior, and the more readily does that Spuésent Himself to you. If you are starved to st
extremity, and if there is not a drop of oil in tbeise, nor a handful of meal in the barrel, oolykl to
Christ, and He will spread your table with food eenient for you. Only confess your emptiness, dhd a
His fullness is at your disposal.

There is one thing | should like you to think afid that is, when Christ says, “Come unto Me, and
drink,” nobody else can say you canrfot, surely the Lord Jesus is master of Himself, Biiglguaran-
tees run in His own kingdom. If He says “come uMi®” who is to keep you away? If you were master
of a large estate, and said to a poor man, “Wallndoit, go where you please,” and if your bailiff
should meet this person and warn him off as a &ssr, would you not expect the poor man to say,
“Your master gave me permission, and | will notshet out by you™? So, if the devil, or conscienme,
anything else, says to you, “You must not hopeiwméd mercy, or in any other way lay hold of Chyist
you may boldly reply, “Your Master said | might.slis Himself said, ‘If any man thirst let Him come
unto Me, and drink! | thirsted, | came, and | reeel, and | will never give up what | have receiyvi
| have Christ’s permission to have it, and kedpwtll.” Oh, how | wish these words of encouragement
would meet the cases of many before me! | thoug¥auld have a full house this morning, and if ittha
been fine weather we would have been densely crowae when | saw it raining so very heavily | fan-
cied we would have comparatively few, and perhapgould be better to change the topic. But | said,
“Never mind, | will preach the same sermon to tw fs to the many”; because | recollect the morning
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when | found the Savior myself. It was as wet anslenable a morning as the present one, and moreo-
ver, the ground was covered with a deep snow, slastfalling fast, and the wind was blowing bityerl

| had intended to go to another place of worship danile further on, but I could not reach it thgh
stress of weather, otherwise | would not have wirinéo the little Primitive Chapel. | do not suppos
there were more than twenty people present thahimgrbut it did not matter. That poor man’s morn-
ing’s work was satisfactory, for the Lord blessegloaith who has since then preached to many thou-
sands. Among a few, the best success may yet bedyaPerhaps, this morning, 1 am to catch some
souls who will be useful to multitudes of othersonder young man who has come here, he hardly
knows why, is to be decided for Jesus. He wouldhaet been here if it had not been so wet; heeis th
very man the Lord has need of, and when he is ctet/de shall be used for the Lord’s glory. At any
rate, from this pulpit rings out the blessed inwita with trumpet voice, “If any man thirst, letrhicome
unto Me, and drink.”

I\V. We close with THE ENTREATY FOR THEIR COMING. Jesquisads with them to come. “Je-
sus stood and cried.” | cannot picture the enttsmsiaf His soul, the passion of His heart, as Hé&kapo
that morning. “If any man thirst, let him come urlite, and drink.” The tones of that pleading voice
were both: striking and wooing, forcible and tend&hen on that last occasion He addressed the @eopl
He poured out His whole soul pleading with thent tih@y would come to Him then and there. Dear
hearts, when | think of Christ entreating us to epinam astonished that we should need such plgadin
and that He should give it. Surely the boot shdadcon the other foot. Ought we not to entreat Him t
let us come? Should we not fall on our knees, deadofor permission to receive the Savior? Instefad
that, we are cold and callous, and it is He thaaiger for us to come. He loves us better thanowe |
ourselves! When a man has charity to give aways theeentreat people to come and accept it? No, but
they come, and knock at his door, and beg himwe gito them. How strange is this that you shdagd
unwilling, and Christ anxious; that you should telhkward, and Christ forward; that Jesus should cry,
“Come,” and you should sit still and decline Hidl€laShould you not come when Jesus Himself inyites
and even entreats? Is it not baseness, is it mesgnardness of heart if we do not receive Him who
speaks from heaven, and cries, “If any man thietsthim come unto Me, and drink”? You have not
come before—that was wrong, but the times of ygaorance God winked at, and bids you coroe:

Oh, that His sweet Spirit would accompany my wosts that you might feel your hearts melting to-
wards the Savior, and might say, “Yes, we will comve will trust Jesus, we will receive His grac&”
my brother, if this is your hearty consent to ifterlove, then your sorrow is ended, your dangewvir,
and your joy is begun. The Lord grant it, for Hsad Son’s sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—John 7.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—906, 492, 500.

NOTE FROM MR. SPURGEON:

LEAVING home in great weakness, | beg the lovinghpgthy of my friends towards my orphan
family of 500 children. Generous donations at #a@ason would be greatly valued by me. Direct them t
C. H. SPURGEON, Westwood, Beulah Hill, Upper Norgoo

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574_Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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