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“Nevertheless the foundation of God stands sureyhmg this seal, ‘The Lord knows them that are His,’
And, ‘Let everyone that names the name of Chrispdg from iniquity.”
2 Timothy 2:19.

PAUL had met with many difficulties in his earnestreer, but his most painful trials came from
false brethren. It is battle enough for the churlcontend with the world, but what is she to deewh
she has to contend with herself? To go forth wegearing precious seed, and in due time to reap i
the heat of the sun, is toil enough for the farrbet,what is he to do when the tares are sown artieng
wheat, and they spring up and well-near choke tbeiigg grain? He is distressed and knows not what
to do. At first he is eager to root up the taregnthe fears that he might root up the wheat viagm,
and so, at his Master’'s command, he lets both gogwther until the harvest. This he does with tears
his eyes, for he foresees that those growing tamest do fearful mischief to the good seed, andhen t
end, where he looked for much, he will gatherdith compact army of brave spirits, every man in
health, and every man a hero, can march acrosstaent and strike at the foe time after time, and-
ry stroke shall fall as from the hammer of Thort Buou have the leadership of a great and motley
host, and there are many sick folk to be carriethenambulances, while others are faint-hearted; co
ardly, and cold in the cause, and yet another campae half suspected of a design to go over to the
adversary, then the captain’s hair may well turlygn a night at the thought of what may be thelltes
of a battle. Paul was full of somewhat similar atieis when about to leave the field of conducteto r
ceive his crown. He was handing over his commissiowatchman of the churches to Timothy, and as
he did so, it was with a trembling hand, as he ghbwf the evil influences which were at work withi
the church itself. Outside persecution seemed kgiough to him, but internal dissension, heresg, an
ungodliness weighed upon his spirit.

When | read this Second Epistle to Timothy, it reals me somewhat, only it is a great improvement
upon it, of David’s addressing Solomon, and renrigdiim of those who had given him trouble in his
lifetime, and exhorting him how to deal wisely witlem lest his kingdom should be disturbed by them.
You notice that throughout the Epistle the apostékes more mention of troublesome individuals than
in any other letter. In the first chapter theréisygellus and Hermogenes, and now we come upon Hy-
menaeus and Philetus. These dogs generally huatuiples. A little further on, you get Demas and Al-
exander the coppersmith, who had done much eviidapostle. The departing saint, harboring no re-
sentment, yet has great anxiety of spirit as totwitmase mischief-makers might do with a young man
like Timothy, since they had been such thorns sndwn side.

It is a cheering thing to note that, while Paulhtiens these things with a gracious anxiety, they d
not disturb the serenity of his faith, nor make gjoestion for a moment the success of the cause, no
doubt the success of the work which the Lord hackea by his own hands. These are his words, “For |
am now ready to be offered, and the time of my depais at hand. | have fought a good fight, ldav
finished my course, | have kept the faith, thereftrere is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give ah¢hat day: and not to me only, but unto all thain,
so, that love His appearing.” Courage, then, se¢rgiiod, whatever may be your trials because of an
apostatizing church, for your faith will give yoictory. Be faithful to the word of the holy testimy
and the truth shall yet prevail. Live much in commaun with your Master, for by His name shall you
triumph! Project yourself into the eternal futuFeel the crown already upon your head when itlis ac
ing under many sorrows. Hear the Master’s word, ffWene,” when you are weary with the noise of
them that oppose the cross. Stand fast! Having dbnstill stand! The campaign is not lost. Desgatl
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that has happened, or ever shall happen, not drtegdess “the foundation of God stands sure,” the
work of God goes on, and the reward which God giggke workers is not diminished, nor even placed
in danger. Wherefore in patience possess your soul.

This morning with deep solemnity of soul | approdbis text, and pray that the Spirit of God may
bless it to us all. | see in it three things; thetf perhaps, is rather in the context, ithe lamentable
overthrowof which the apostle has been speaking. He sayshbse two men, Hymenaeus and Phile-
tus, overthrew the faith of some. Secondly, welshalveythe abiding foundation“the foundation of
God stands sure,” and then, thirdtiie instructive inscriptiorupon the foundation stone, “The Lord
knows them that are His.” And “Let everyone thatea the name of Christ depart from iniquity.”

|. First, let us think for a little of THE LAMENTABLEOVERTHROW which the apostle so much
deplored.

The apostle observed with sorravgeneral coldnesst was in some respects coldness towards him-
self, but in reality it was a turning away from sienplicity of the doctrine of salvation by gracedugh
faith. He says in the 15verse of the previous chapter, “This you knowt tilathey which are in Asia
are turned away from me; of whom are Phygellus ldednogenes,” two men, | suppose, of whom he
had hoped better things, perhaps persons who ludelsped a warm attachment to his person. Their de-
parture was the unkindest cut of all. A great latkpiritual life and zeal for the truth is ourairtoday.
Laodicea is not the only church that is neithedawdr hot. | am at this moment unwillingly compélle
to believe that a very serious blight is upon mahgur churches. From a wide correspondence | gathe
that a wintry chill is just now upon the churchspibly it is not to such an extent as in certamitite
periods, but still to a very saddening degree. &li®mnot that firmness in the faith; that holineséife,
and that enthusiasm for the cross of Christ that waould wish to see. | view the immediate prospect
with serious anxiety. Yet, | was reading Mr. Bungarords concerning the age in which he lived, and
find that he had similar apprehensions in his tiamg] | notice that before his day each loyal-héarte
man of God was troubled with similar fears. Nor evérose fears childish, they were not a presumptu-
ous trembling for the ark of the Lord, but a gogglousy, lest the enemy should get an advantage ov
the hosts of God. It is a mercy that there shoddstmebody to complain, somebody to express the
longing of the church for better things. | am stirat there is grave reason for regret at this mamen
Though we look with the greatest gratitude uporthadl things that are good, we still have to lookhwi
heavy hearts upon much that is grievous to that@piGGod in the churches of the present day.

Furthermore the apostle saw with much alarm tdathers were erringHe names two especially,
Hymenaeus and Philetus, and he mentions the dedtnat they taught—not needlessly explaining it,
but merely giving a hint at it. They taught, amariger things, that the resurrection was past ajrelad
suppose they had fallen into the manner of certaour day, who spiritualize or rationalize evergti
They say, “This is mythical. This death of Christto be understood as the triumph of self-sacrifice
This resurrection of Christ means the revival afgfiiten principles.” Thus they hold an atonement
which is no atonement, and a resurrection whiatoisesurrection. They appear to accept the great hi
torical fact, and yet they reduce it to fiction.iJ s the subtlety of the old serpent. Somehowtbero
these men manage to extract from the gospel acawe philosophy, but it is not the gospel whicbdG
intended to be preached. They seek rather the misafoman’s thought than the revelation of God’s
thoughts. You need not that | go into particuléws all around us men are dealing craftily with theth
of God, adulterating it, and in heart denying ihe$e are by no means persons to be trifled witmyma
of them are keen, acute, and thoughtful, and thésgreat peril of the church at this moment thwegt s
numbers such among her teachers. These can stabthedshield. We care not for the besiegers with-
out, but we are distressed because of the trasithén. God grant that this thing may go no furthiewt
may His people become alarmed by the growing dedinthe church and resolve to be rid of this de-
structive influence, which eats as does a canker.

In Paul's day manprofessors were apostatizing from the fdidtause of the evil leaders. Sheep are
such creatures to follow something that, when th@yot follow the shepherd, they display great read
ness to follow one another. When Hymenaeus ane@tBhitaught a highly intellectual doctrine, ever so
many people, who fancied themselves to be cultunedt necessarily be of their mind. Hymenaeus had
discovered a method of being abreast of the tiseshat the Christian teacher could figure in tha-h
then academy, and be complimented for his libeiaks. These “cultured” teachers looked down with
contempt upon those uncouth fishermen, who werendearned and ignorant as to believe that the
teaching of Jesus meant what it said, for theyntedves, gave the gospel a more rational meaning.
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They thought themselves profound and eclectic, mika could see the soul of things, and therefore
they rejected the simplicity of the cross, andiputs place the theories of the philosophers. Tioek
away the foundation facts under the pretence dtlimg higher, and thus the faith of many was over-
thrown. Take away the resurrection, and what remairthe gospel? The resurrection of Christ, ared th
consequent resurrection of His people, is the kensof the arch of the Christian system, and if tha
removed as a myth the whole building falls. Thestlposaw numbers of persons led astray by this,erro
as, alas! we see many in these times deluded witlrdd falsehoods. It becomes Christian men nowa-
days to carefully discriminate as to what they héaead the other day a complaint as to small ®own
having many chapels where one might have suffi€ealy, one might suffice if the gospel were faith-
fully preached in it, but a score would not be egtoif in them all there was an absence of the daspe
Jesus Christ and of the life and power of the Hepyrit. When another gospel is introduced, those wh
love the truth of God are bound to enter their estriprotest, and to form another congregation. fam
unity in the life and truth of God, and for our cowig closer and closer together—spiritual men te-spi
itual men, but that is quite another thing from imgkan aggregate of this great motley mass of €hris
tian profession and unchristian teaching, siné&a# so little of the true life of Christ within Would to
God that in every place where Christ is preachefepsedly He is preached truthfully! Oh that yowwh
profess to follow Christ were really doing so! Butat is the chaff to the wheat? How much of chaff i
mixed with every heap that lies upon our Lord’s#hing floor!

Paul also deplored thangodliness increasedde says that the profane and vain babblings ®f hi
time increased unto more ungodliness. O brethrerseters, it is godliness that we want—the livaig
the soul with God, and in God, and to God. We reédly fear of God, a sacred sense of God, a true
delight in God. We want less of man and more of Ga$s of mere creed-repeating, and more of vital
faith in God; less following of men, and more feliog of God in Christ Jesus; more of union with
God, living in God, and likeness to God. Oh thatwimild work this in us! The world grows dark with
accursed lusts, and the Christian church grows rmaméormed to the ungodly world. Persecutions unto
death have ceased, it is easy and respectableatatm Christian name, and therefore, the separatio
from the world, which is the glory of Christiansgdomes less and less apparent. My heart is sorely
wounded with the sight of some who will come intod® house and undertake God’s service during
the Sabbath day, and yet during the week they @jtesyy oppressive, graceless, and greedy—not serv-
ants of God, but servants of self and sin. By upipobfessors the cross is dishonored, the HolyitSpir
grieved, and Christ is put to an open shame. Adl lexed the heart of the apostle in his day, amngl i
our cross and burden at this hour. “Lord have mapxyn us! Christ have mercy upon us!”

II. Now let us turn to the subject which supplied Raitih consolation. He speaks of the ABIDING
FOUNDATION, “Nevertheless the foundation of Godrgta sure.” It is a joy to quit the ever-moving
flood for the firm, substantial rock. It is bliss teel that there is something under your foot, sibimg
substantial, abiding, sure. “Nevertheless the fatinod of God stands sure.” Though the earth is re-
moved, and though the mountains are carried irgontfdst of the sea, though the waters thereof roar
and are troubled, and though the mountains shatketixe swelling thereof, yet will we not fear, fine
Lord Jehovah changes not.

What is this foundation which stands sure? Thdse ave interpreted the passage have given many
meanings to it, but | believe that all those megsiare really one. For the sake of clearness |dvgivie
three answers to the inquiry, the foundation isretty, the purpose of God; doctrinally, the truth
God; effectively, the church of God; in all, thesegm of God whereby He glorifies His grace. The
foundation isthe divine purposerhough men prove fickle, false, and wicked, dm&l ¢hurch is thereby
sorely grieved, “nevertheless” God’s purpose igiedrout, the covenant of grace is fulfilled, amhe t
glory of God is revealed. God has a grand desigm fwhich He has never swerved, no, not by as much
as a hair’'s breadth. His purpose shall stand. Hledwiall His pleasure. It is incumbent upon usts
lieve in the responsibility of men, and to feel theight of that truth, for a truth it is of the ma®lemn
importance. It is our duty to give ourselves uphwvatl our might to the doing of that which is righs if
all things depended on thereupon. Yet when we afffed by matters which are beyond our control, it
is a blessed thing to fall back upon the purposkpnovidence of the Almighty, and feel that thowgh
are defeated;le cannot be. There is a power high over all whichksdor righteousness. The Messiah
“shall not fail nor be discouraged, till He has getgement in the earth, and the isles shall waitHis
law.” The divine design in creation shall be accbsigd, and in redemption and in providence itlshal
be the same. The Lord shall be at the last vidt@l@ng the line. The good shall glorify Him, arden
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the evil shall be compelled to magnify the greadnafsHis majesty. “The Lord reigns; let the earh r
joice; let the multitude of isles be glad thered6d Himself, who is in very deed the foundatiorathf
things, stands sure.

The apostle also meathie divine truthwhich is the foundation of the gospel. He hadhbsmeaking
about certain truths which were spirited away lysthtwo unworthies, Hymenaeus and Philetus, and he
says, “Nevertheless the foundation of God stands.’slnterpreters have thought that Paul pointhat
doctrine of the resurrection. No doubt he does,heuincludes every other doctrine which is a founda
tion truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Yondea iean who has proved that Jesus is not truly Geid.
him prove what he likes, since Jesus is God fothalt. Another man has disproved the substitutipnar
atonement of Christ; let him disprove it if he @es, for it is just as true. Rhetoric and logic dan
wonders in appearance, but they do nothing intgealihe orator's thunder has not shaken the un-
changeable truth of God. He is proud of his triusydbut as we look into the Book and look into the
dear Master’'s face, we feel that, “neverthelessfomadation of God stands sure.” No truth has ever
been destroyed by all the fires through which & passed. The fire which tried the bush in the evild
ness was a much more potent element than any #ratcan kindle, for it was God’s own presence, and
He is emphatically “a consuming fire.” Yet the bushs not consumed by such a fire; what, then, can
destroy it? Even so, since the truth can standesteof God the all-trying One, depend upon itah
endure the test of such poor fires as man can boibbgar upon it. In a broad Scotch version | réalde
bush lowe’'d and was nane the waur”; that is to Sawvas none the worse.” Brethren, the gospel is
none the worse for all the opposition which has@urded it, though it has been as fierce as denguiri
flame. Only the additions of men have been burniobit. Everything that can be consumed oughtdo b
consumed, and only that which cannot be burnedallyr God’s eternal truth. All that has happened by
all the controversy of all the ages; is that mditison has been separated from God’s foundatioan's
speculation has been purged out of God'’s revelafibe foundation of God stands sure and oh the joy
of this fact to every heart that loves the Lord!

But, further, I think Paul meant here not only fhepose of God, and the truth of God, Rad’s
divine workin the world in the salvation of His own. The digielection of God has been fulfilled so
far, and those whom God has really saved, in whwarethas been a real work of grace, stand sure when
all others are overthrown. You look upon the chuand lament that so many have turned aside; that so
many others are very poor specimens of Christidnas;so many more are sadly questionable, andathat
certain company are, evidently false. Well, it &wsad, but there is a remnant according to tbetieh
of grace, “the foundation of God stands sure.” Eha$o were really laid upon the foundation by the
Spirit of God, those who are vitally united to Gltiyithese still stand firm in faith and characiérose
who are truly born of God live unto God; the righie hold on their way; the choice spirits endur®un
the end. Does not Jesus say, “My sheep hear Myeyaiad | know them, and they follow Me”? Does
He not declare that, “A stranger will they not &ll, but will flee from him, for they know not theice
of strangers”? The teachers of error would, if @&revpossible, have deceived the very elect, buttibe
sen detect the deception by the spiritual discemimich is in them, and by the teaching of theyHol
Spirit. They love the truth, and live the truthdathe truth lives in them. Thus in their persorthe”
foundation of God stands sure.” Brethren, let ke tgreat joy in this foundation of God, this faithf
church of God, which is steadfast and immovabléhenday of blasphemy and rebuke. Blessed be the
name of the Lord, He still has a quickened pedpéestill has a church in the world, in all commigst
of professing Christians there is a secret sedditvfful ones, and while the floods and the windsé
driven down the stream the many towering housesvibee built upon the sand, yet the house of God
still stands upon the rock. It is not yet complsteas to be fully built as the great house of Goi ibe,
at the present it wears rather the aspect of adftion, or basement, than of a house, but it va#é by
degrees to be a fair palace, and even now the Hingself deigns to dwell in it. What there is of the
true church is a sure prophecy of what there slalbefore long. “The foundation of God stands Sure.
Let us take courage from this and be not sorelyadawor dismayed in the day of apostasy. “They went
out from us, but they were not of us.” The hirelfteps, because he is a hireling. Let us not dugtin
the mournful side exclusively, lest we lose that ¢b the Lord which is our strength. Our Master wep
over Jerusalem once, but He also rejoiced in sphign His mind looked another way. In His heart He
always mourned over the woes of ungodly men, bl thought and spoke of more cheering themes,
and so must we. It would not become us to let amy form of thought pierce our hearts through and
through with painful monotony. You can contemplidie sad side of things till you become so wretched,
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as to be unable to do good. Have a brave and hidpedut. When you see a black cloud, look foriits s
ver lining. When you see that which looked like sialntial material consumed in the fire, be thankful
that if, the wood and hay are gone the gold angisiiemain. God is laying a foundation for the fefa
foundation so sure that it cannot be moved, andviflebuild upon it course after course of jeweled
stones till its walls, great and high, appear wtanen. Soon we shall see its windows of agatei&snd
gates of red gemstone, soon shall the glitterimpgiles of “the terrible crystal” shine in the etdr
light, and best of all, we shall inhabit the hotrseever, and go no more out, for the Lord God drmal t
Lamb shall be the glory of that house, and Hishfaltones shall be built into it as living stongghere-
fore pluck up courage, and stand in your placep@who are trembling. “Onward!” is your watchword.
Victory is not so far away as we fear. The retiifagonder cowards is nothing, the turning backhs t
men of Ephraim is according to their nature, bustseng and quit yourselves like men, for the Lofd
Hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge.

lIl. Now, we are, in the third place, as we may be lietifehe Holy Spirit, to look at this founda-
tion and observe THE INSTRUCTIVE INSCRIPTION. Irhkithis figure best expresses the apostle’s
intent, he represents the foundation stone asrgean inscription upon it, like the stone mentiotgd
the Prophet Zechariah, of which we read, “I wilgeawve the graving thereof, says the Lord of hasisd,
| will remove the iniquity of that land in one day.he custom of putting inscriptions upon foundatio
stones is ancient and general. In the days of tla@a®hs, the royal cartouche was impressed updn eac
brick that was placed in buildings raised by rogathority. The structure was thus known to havenbee
erected by a certain Pharaoh. Here we have thé cay@uche, or seal, of the King of Kings set upon
the foundation of the great palace of the churdte House of Wisdom bears on its forefront and foun-
dation the seal of the Lord. The Jews were knownrite texts of Scripture upon the doorposts ofrthe
houses, in this also we have an illustration ofteut.

The Lord has set upon His purpose, His gospeliridik, the double mark described in the text—the
divine election and the divine sanctification. Teeal is placed to declare that it belongs to thedL
alone, and to set it apart for His personal habitatDoes not the Lord thus say, “This is My resef/-
er: here will I dwell; for | have desired it"? Byi#dchoice, and by His sanctifying grace, He haméxt
a people for Himself, and they shall show forth Hiaise. The inscription, moreover, is put upon the
foundation stone, that every man may take heedH®Wuilds on it. We cannot be sure when we build
that every stone we place upon the foundation it avel truly laid there, “The Lord knows them that
are His.” But we have this mark to guide us—tho$® wuly name the name of Christ depart from all
iniquity. “By their fruits you shall know them.” Ware to use judgement in our building, and thithés
rule of it—we must look for holiness in every realnvert, for, “without holiness no man shall see th
Lord.” It is labor in vain to build those into tiwesible church who are not sanctified in the spfitheir
minds. In doctrine also, it is in vain to preachess our doctrine is according to godliness. A H&bd
will not dwell with an unholy people. If the fountitan is holy, so must the building be. The sealrupo
the foundation is the mark of the builder and tgigation of the object of that which is built.igtin-
tended to denote the character of the entire edifar God’s building is all of one piece, and oema-
ture throughout. On each individual Christian, wisotruly so, there is the private seal of divine
knowledge and the public seal of divine likenessd ®nows and approves each true believer, and each
true believer proves his knowledge of God and kigtt in Him by departing from iniquity. My inmost
soul vehemently desires to aid in building up archuhat shall be composed of men approved of God,
God-fearing, God-loving men, in whom God lives, amadb, therefore, live unto Him. What a Church
this will be! Upon such a people will be seen theand mark, for they will hate all sin, and fleerfr it.
They love that which is good, and true, and loviaggd God-like. In us these two things must meet—
God’s free and sovereign grace towards us, anceanty and practical obedience to His will, or else
we are not His sealed ones, and are not built srsetiled foundation.

If I might use another illustration, | can supptisat when the stones for the temple were quamied
the mountains, each one received a special mank olomon’s seal, marking it as a temple stone, and
perhaps denoting its place in the sacred edifites Would be like the first inscription, “The Lord
knows them that are His.” But the stone would woigl lie in the quarry; it would be taken away from
its fellows, after being marked for removal. Hesethe transport mark in the second inscription,t“Le
everyone that names the name of Christ depart intomity.” The first seal marked it for the Lorche
second secured its removal from the common stomesd it. First comes election, and then sanctifica
tion follows. | want every professing Christian tave that double mark, and so to be Christ's man,
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known of all to be such by coming out from the @acl, and being separated unto the Lord. Remember
the word of the Prophet Isaiah, “Depart you, depaut, go you out from thence, touch no uncleanghin
go you out of the midst of her; be you clean, thedr the vessels of the Lord.”

Carefully follow me while | notice that the firstark is concerning God and us, and the second mark
is concerning us and God.

The first isconcerning God and u&The Lord knows them that are His.” He knows ttisaHe fore-
sees, and predestinates, for “whom He did forekhianalso did predestinate.” Those that are His He
always has known to be His, for they were His froefiore the foundation of the world. They are His
known ones when He deals with them in grace, antkesanto their hearts by His powerful operations.
He watches over them by a special providence, kmgwie way that they take, and never losing sifjht o
them.

The text teaches us that the Lord discriminat€se“Lord knows them that are His.” Some who bear
His name are not His, and He knows them not. Hesail of them at the last, “I never knew you.” They
are supposed to be His, they suppose themselas ks, they are taken into His church as His, they
continue throughout a long life nominally His, libey are discovered at the last. There is anothér a
severer test than that of ministers, and elders,canirch votes, the Lord discovers the secret thofg
the heart. Be not deceived, God is not mocked. &tsean eye that has no failure in its vision, $egs
to the very soul of things, and reads the hypodd#gpite his pretended sanctity. This discernmerihe
part of God should make us walk very truthfully dref Him. Let none of us profess to be the Lord’s un
less we are such, nor ever pretend to an experighimd we have not truly felt, for the Lord canra
in any measure deceived, He searches the heatti@sthe reins of the children of men.

“The Lord knows them that are His,” signifies thde is familiar with them, and communes with
them. They that are really the Lord’s property al& the Lord’s company, He has communion with
them. They know Him, and He knows them. He makesddif known to them, and they make them-
selves known to Him. O brothers and sisters, dokymw God Himself? Does God know you? Will He
ever say, “| never knew you”! When | have been dastn | have said unto the Lord—"Lord, You can-
not say You do not know me, for | have knocked atitydoor by the hour together, | have burdened
You with my needs, and haunted You with my groarsave been Your daily beggar, receiving large
alms at Your hands.” It is a blessed thing to ke slhat we are not unknown in heaven. At least axesh
the fellowship of asking and receiving, if no more.

Further, the words imply God'’s preservation of Ewn, for when God knows a man He approves
him, and consequently preserves him. “The Lord ktvem that are His,” and He will keep such to the
end. This man, Hymenaeus, and his fellow Philemusy deceive many, but the Lord, who is the true
Pastor of the church, will keep His own sheep atiogrto His word—*I give unto My sheep eternal
life, and they shall never perish, neither shajl axan pluck them out of My hand.” This is the fisstal
of the sure foundation. Be not afraid of it, “Thertd knows them that are His.”

The second seal soncerning us and God*et everyone that names the name of Christ depart
from iniquity.” Observe how the practical alwaysegawith the doctrinal in holy Scripture. Those whom
free grace chooses free grace cleanses. We achos¢n because we are holy, but chosen to be holy,
and being chosen, the purpose is no dead lettenvéare made to seek after holiness. Note, thaat th
word is universal as to the persons of believelst ‘everyone that names the name of Christ depart
from iniquity.” You expect ministers to be carefaltheir conduct, and so they should be, but ate no
their people under the same obligation? Eldersomatons are expected to be gracious. This, indeed,
as it should be, but why not those of whom theytlageservants? Let everyone that is called a Gémist
or trusts Christ, or preaches Christ, or teachessCllee far from the ways of unrighteousness.

This is a sweeping precept as to the thing tovmedad, let him “depart from iniquity”—not from
this or that crime or folly, but from iniquity it§efrom everything that is evil, from everythingdt is
unrighteous or unholy. O you Christian people, bly,Hor Christ is holy. Do not pollute that holame
by which you are named. O you people of God, if goelindeed the Lord’s, let no sin dwell with you.
Do not say, “It is a constitutional sin.” You arerh again, what have you to do with the old constn
but to mortify it? Do not say, “Oh, but others dd What have you to do with others?—to their own
master they stand or fall. Depart from iniquity wyour own account, even as Israel departed out of
Egypt. Let your family life, your personal life, ypbusiness life be as holy as Christ, your Lordula
have it to be.
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The text is very decisive—it does not say, “Lanlput iniquity on one side,” but, “Let him depart
from it.” Get away from evil. All your lives longavel further and further from it.

Do you know where my text originally came fromBedlieve it was taken from the Book of Num-
bers. Read in the sixteenth chapter the story eaKadDathan, and Abiram. In the Septuagint alnmuest t
same words occur as those now before us. MoseAanoth were the servants of God, and they were, so
to speak, the foundation of the building of the 3&wCommonwealth. Moses was faithful in all his
house. Korah, Dathan, and Abiram rebelled, and lstaiogoverthrow that foundation, and Moses replied
to them, “The Lord will show who are His, and whe doly; and will cause him to come near unto
Him; even him whom He has chosen will He causeoime near to Him.” So Moses bids them come
and bring their censers, and officiate as priesthey dare to do so. There they stand, and thineds
Aaron, and the Lord knows and shows who are Hisv,Narn to the twenty-sixth verse of the same
chapter, and read, “Depart, | pray you, from thedef these wicked men, and touch nothing of fheir
lest you be consumed in all their sins.” Then thighful fled away from their tents on every sidagda
before long, the ground split asunder that was utttem, and the earth opened her mouth and swal-
lowed them up. What a parallel is the whole chaptén my text! And what a warning to all who teach
false doctrine within the church of God! Judgmeiit surely overtake them. The Lord shall “gathet ou
of His kingdom all things that offend, and them @fdo iniquity, and shall cast them into a furnate
fire.” The Lord Jesus is exercising discipline imsHhurch every day. It is no trifing matter to ae
church member, and no small business to be a preattihe gospel. If you name the name of Christ,
you will either be settled in Him or driven fromri There is continually going on an establishmédnt o
living stones upon the foundation, and a separdtmmg it of the rubbish which gathers thereon. Come
to Christ, we say, and oh that you would come,shilitdo not come to Him pretendedly and nominally,
for “His fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughtyirge His floor.” To and fro goes that great winmno
ing fan, and every breath of the wind drives awaaficthat looked like wheat. Who could tell by digh
what it was? The good grain falls to the ground, Ibuthe chaff is blown away! Yonder fire that is
burning outside the threshing floor destroys ilghaent must begin at the house of God. The Lord may
let the wicked remain in this world for many a daypunished, but if you come near to Him He will be
sanctified in you, or upon you. There is disciplmighin my Master’s house, and if you come undes Hi
roof you must come under that discipline. For ttasse in olden times many were sick in the chutches
and many died prematurely, and it is so still,i@hin His great house a jealous God maintaingiatst
rule. Thus says the Lord, “You only have | knowratifthe families of the earth: therefore | willagh
you for all your iniquities.” See how He dealt wiimanias and Sapphira within the church, while many
a liar outside of it grows gray in falsehood. Nadalol Abihu died before the Lord because they offere
strange fire, while many another man has livedrothe blackest iniquities. For Achan’s sin the vehol
nation of Israel was sorely troubled. What a solehamg is iniquity in the church of God!

Brethren, | conclude with a brief but earnest @bpleet us seek after the highest degree of hdines
Let us not be satisfied with being nominal Chrissialet us aim at the greatest measure of godlihess
us plunge into the stream of grace, immersing dvegsewholly into the life of God. How many profes-
sors appear to know nothing of the real force ametgy of the Spirit of God in subduing sin and trea
ing holiness! Theirs is a shallow life. Alas, howch they lose! They come under the obligationsef t
house of God, but they do not know the infinitevpeiges of that house. It is for the truly spirittiaat
God reserves the choicest of His dainties. Be &@ftistian, and you shall have enough religion to
make you miserable, be wholly a Christian, and yowrshall be full. Walk with God in the light aseH
is in the light, and you shall have fellowship wiim, such as shall make earth akin to heaven. &ake
little light and a little darkness, and attemptiake a mixture of them; seek to join the church tued
world, and you shall have neither the pleasurab@fivorld nor the comforts of the Spirit. It is idydfor
a man to miss joys which an angel might covet!

What an injury such professors are to the chuEadh one pulls his companions up or drags them
down. Every man in the church is either a help bmarance. No Christian man can live to himsel. H
may attempt to confine himself within his own rilasid button up his coat, and fancy that what he doe
is to himself alone, and that his tongue and hethere his own, but it is not so. An aroma stéaith
from every man’s life, and it is either like theillgmard of the alabaster box, or like the reekifig o
dung-hill. God help us to remember our influencerupthers.

Think, also, how much the world is injured by Glians who are not Christians! Oh friends, we
want nowadays sterling Christianity. We cannot dihWerman silver now; we must have the real met-
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al. I was about to say | would sooner you had igios, and made no pretence to having any, than to
have the imitation of it. Sin is real today. We @deard enough of how far sinners will go; theytuen

not only to the brink of hell, but they snatch #ieeursed fire out of the pit itself, and bringnta our

city. Shall saints be shams, when sinners are a@ @hall Baal have worshippers that cut themselves
with knives and leap upon his altar in the frentyheir lust, and shall Jehovah have only a faghle
company who as yet are halting between two opiniand do not know whether He is God or not? Oh
for a church of God that will shake itself looserfr the world! If we had but one such church, there
hope for our age. God send it!

Last of all, how is Christ shamed and dishonordwnwwe are not holy, but worldly, covetous,
proud, and unloving! Oh, sirs, it seems to me #wate the foundation of God was laid in agony and
bloody sweat, and since God Himself became incartiett He might lay the foundation of holiness in
the world, we ought to take heed how and what wiel hlnereon. We must come to it, for “other foun-
dation can no man lay,” but it behooves us to ceerg solemnly to it, and to know what we mean by
building thereon. True godliness is not to sayélieve,” but to believe; not to talk of repentanoet to
repent; it is not to speak of regeneration, bube@doorn again; it is not to talk about consecrattmurt
really to live to God; it is not to speak about thely Spirit, but to have Him dwelling in you. Bedurs
to have truth in the inward parts and grace incthre of the heart. Oh, may God bring us to this! %l
it for our Lord Jesus Christ’'s sake. Amen.
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