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“And they compel one Simon, a Cyrenian, who passgdcoming out of the country,
the father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear His cs%
Mark 15:21.

JOHN tells us that our Savior went forth bearing Eiioss (John 19:17). We are much indebted to
John for inserting that fact. The other evangelsention Simon the Cyrenian as bearing the cross of
Christ, but John, who often fills up gaps which ke by the other three, tells us that Jesus set®
Calvary carrying His own cross. Our Lord Jesus cantegrom Pilate’s palace laden with His cross, but
He was so extremely emaciated and so greatly wertihd night of bloody sweat, that the procession
moved too slowly for the rough soldiers, and therethey took the cross from their prisoner and iai
upon Simon, or possibly they laid the long end uganshoulder of the strong countryman, while the
Savior still continued to bear in part His crodk Hie came to the place of doom. It is well that we
should be told that the Savior bore His crossjffdarhad not been so, objectors would have hadigdo
for disputation. | hear them say, “You admit thaef the most prominent types, in the Old Testamen
of the sacrifice of the Son of God, was Abrahanfferong up his son Isaac, now, Abraham laid the
wood upon Isaac his son, and not upon a servaoul&mot therefore, the Son of God bear the cross
Himself? Had not our Lord carried His cross, thexauld have been a flaw in His fulfillment of the
type; therefore, the Savior must bear the wood wHegoes forth to be offered up as a sacrifice. @ne
the greatest of English preachers has well remindetthat the fulfillment of this type appeared tvé
been in eminent jeopardy, since, at the very fast,Lord’s weakness must have been apparent,hend t
reason which led to the laying of the cross up@nGlgrenian might have prevented our Lord’s carrying
the cross at all. If the soldiers had a little ieanput the cross upon Simon, which they might vesfu-
rally have done, then the prophecy had not bedilldd| but God has the minds of men so entirely at
His control, that even in the minutest circumstaHeecan order all things so as to complete the shere
jots and tittles of the prophecy. Our Lord was memée, in all points, an Isaac, and therefore ae s
Him going forth bearing the wood of the burnt-oiifgr. Thus you see that it was important that Jesus
should for a while bear His own cross.

But it was equally instructive that someone elseutd be made a partaker of the burden, for it has
always been part of the divine counsel that forghil@ation of men from sin the Lord should be assoc
ated with His church. So far as atonement is corezkrthe Lord has trodden the winepress alonepfind
the people there was none with Him, but as fahasconversion of the world is concerned, and s re
cue from the power of error and wickedness, Cisisbt alone. We are workers together with God. We
are to be in the hands of God, part bearers osd¢inew and travail by which men are to be delivered
from the bondage of sin and Satan, and broughttirediberty of truth and righteousness. Henceett b
came important that in the bearing of the crossugh not in the death upon it there should be yoked
with Christ one who would follow closely behind Hiffio bear the cross after Jesus is the office ®f th
faithful. Simon the Cyrenian is the representativéhe whole church of God and of each believer in
particular. Often had Jesus said, “Except a mae tgkhis cross daily, and follow Me, he cannot be M
disciple,” and now at last He embodies that sermam actual person. The disciple must be as his-Ma
ter, he that would follow the Crucified must hinfdetar the cross, this we see visibly set fortBimon
of Cyrene with the cross of Jesus laid upon hisisler—
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“Shall Simon bear the cross alone,

And all the rest go free?

No, there’s a cross for everyone,

And there’s a cross for me.”
The lesson to each one of us is to take up our's@mss without delay, and go with Him, withoueth
camp, bearing His reproach. That many among thss alad mixed congregation may imitate Simon is
the anxious desire of my heart. With holy expecyangaze upon this throng collected from all panits
the earth, and I long to find in it some who waké my Lord’s yoke upon them this day.

l. 1 will begin with this first remark, that UNEXPECTEPERSONS ARE OFTEN CALLED TO
CROSS-BEARING. Like Simon, they are impressed i@ service of Christ. Our text says, “They
compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who passed by, comin@f the country, the father of Alexander and
Rufus, to bear His cross.” Simon did not voluntdert was forced into this work of cross-bearing. It
would seem from another evangelist that he spegtblged to the impressment, and lifted the burden
heartily, but at first he was compelled. A rudehauity was exercised by the guard, who being upen t
Governor’s business acted with high-handed rigod, farced whomsoever they pleased to do their bid-
ding. By the exercise of such irresponsible poverytcompelled a passing stranger to carry Christ’s
cross. It was especially singular that the manateetthis honor was not Peter, nor James, nor jahn,
any one of the many who had, for years listenethéoRedeemer’s speech, but it was a stranger from
Northern Africa, who had been in no way connectét the life or teachings of Jesus of Nazareth.

Notice, first, thathe was an unknown mahkle was spoken of “as one Simon.” Simon was a very
common name among the Jews, almost as common asnJolr own country. This man was just “one
Simon"—an individual who need not be further ddsed. But the providence of God had determined
that this obscure individual; this certain man) aright better say, this uncertain man, shouldddecs-
ed to the high office of cross-bearer to the SoGod. | have an impression upon my mind that tiere
“one Simon” here this morning, which has to beari€lts cross from this time forward. | feel persaedd
that | am right. That person is so far unknown thast probably he does not recognize a single iddiv
ual in all this throng, neither does anybody irs thssembly know anything bfm, certainly the preach-
er does not. He is one John, one Thomas, or on@ljlor perhaps, in the feminine, she is one Mary,
one Jane, one Maggie. Friend, nobody knows you sav&ather who is in heaven, and He has appoint-
ed you to have fellowship with His Son. | shall gbly describe you as “one Simon,” and leave the Ho-
ly Spirit to bring you into your place and servi®ut this “one Simon” was a very particutame Si-
mon.” | lay the emphasis where there might seefpetmo need of any, he was one whom God knew,
and chose, and loved, and set apart for this dpssigice. In a congregation like the present,éhany
be somebody whom our God intends to use for Hisyglaring the rest of his life. That person sits in
the pew and listens to what | am saying, and perlagpyet he does not begin to inquire whether he is
that “one Simon,” that one person, and yet it isasw before this sermon is ended, he shall knatv th
the call to bear the cross is for him. Many morékety things than this have happened in this haafse
prayer. | pray that many a man may go out from llmgse a different man from the man he was when
he entered it an hour ago. That man Saul, that gexaecutor of the church, afterwards became auch
mighty preacher of the gospel that people exclaimiggd wonder, “There is a strange alteration irsthi
man.” “Why,” said one, “When | knew him he was aaRbee of the Pharisees. He was as bigoted a man
as ever wore a phylactery, and he hated ChrisiCGimitians so intensely that he could never petsecu
the church sufficiently.” “Yes,” replied anotheit Was so, but he has had a strange twist. Theyrsdy
he was going down to Damascus to hunt out the ples;i and something happened, we do not know
exactly what it was, but evidently it gave him sw@cturn that he has never been himself since.dn fa
he seems turned altogether upside down, and thentwof his life is evidently reversed, he liveshen
siastically for that faith which once he destroyerthis speedy change happened to “one Saul of Tar-
sus.” There were plenty of Sauls in Israel, butrugfos one Saul electing love had looked in theneou
sels of eternity, for that Saul redeeming love Badd its heart’s blood, and in that Saul effecgnate
worked mightily. Is there another Saul here todalg@ Lord grant that he may now cease to kick agains
the pricks, and may we soon hear of him, “Behoklphays.” | feel convinced the counterpart of that
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“one Simon” is in this house at this moment, and prgyer goes up to God, and | hope it is attended
with the prayers of many thousands besides, thatdeat once submit to the Lord Jesus.

It did not seem likely that Simon should beard¢hess of Christ, fohe was a stranger who had new-
ly come up from the countride probably knew little or nothing of what hadcehdaking place in Jerusa-
lem, for he had come from another continent. He f@as Simon a Cyrenian,” and | suppose that Cyre-
ne could not have been less than eight hundredsrriben Jerusalem. It was situated in what is now
called Tripoli, in Northern Africa, in which place colony of Jews had been formed long before. Very
likely he had come in a Roman galley from Alexaada Joppa, and there had been rowed through the
surf, and landed in time to reach Jerusalem folPthgsover. He had long wanted to come to Jerusalem,
he had heard the fame of the temple and of theofihys fathers, and he had longed to see the gizat
sembly of the tribes, and the solemn Paschal feleshad traveled all those miles, he had hardlyggeét
the motion of the ship out of his brain, and it m@der entered into his head that he should beessed
by the Roman guard, and made to assist at an éxeclit was a singular providence that he should
come into the city at the moment of the turmoil atbdesus, and should have crossed the streetgust a
the sad procession started on its way to Golgdtlegpassed by neither too soon nor too late; heowas
the spot as punctually as if he had made an appemnttto be there, and yet, as men speak, it wasyall
mere chance. | cannot tell how many providenceswatted together to bring him there in the nick of
time, but so the Lord would have it, and so it caabeut. He, a man there in Cyrene, in Northerncafri
must at a certain date, at the tick of the cloekabJerusalem, in order that he might help toyddue
cross up to Mount Calvarghd He was thereAh, my dear friend, | do not know what providesiteave
been at work to bring you here today, perhaps sgange ones. If a little something had occurred yo
had not taken this journey, it only needed a sihadit to turn the scale, and you would have beer hun
dreds of miles from this spot, in quite anothemscom this. Why you are here you do not yet know,
except that you have come to listen to the preadret join the throng. But God knows why He has
brought you here. | trust it will be read in thenals of the future—

“Thus the eternal mandate ran,

Almighty grace arrest that man.”
God has brought you here, that on this spot, byptkaching of the gospel, you may be compelled to
bear the cross of Jesus. | pray it may be so. “®nm®n a Cyrenian, coming out of the country,” isehe
after a long journey, and this day he will begirive a higher and a better life.

Further, notice Simon had come for another purpos¢e had journeyed to Jerusalem with no
thought of bearing the cross of Jesus. Probably®&imas a Jew far removed from the land of his fa-
thers, and he had made a pilgrimage to the hopjtaikeep the Passover. Every Jew loved to be prese
at Jerusalem at the Paschal feast. So, to pungihty, it was holiday-time, it was a time for madsian
excursion to the capital, it was a season for ngakijourney and going up to the great city whicls wa
“beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole daftSimon from far-off Cyrene must by all means fxee
the feast at Jerusalem. Maybe he had saved hisynfonenonths that he might pay his fare to Joppa,
and he had counted down the gold freely for thewbich he had in going to the City of David, and th
temple of his God.

He came for the Passover and for that only, andidndd be perfectly satisfied to go home when
once the feast was over, and once he had partdkée tamb with the tribes of Israel. Then he could
say throughout the rest of his life, “I, too, wage at the great feast of our people, when we caonone
rated the coming up out of Egypt.” Brethren, wepmse one way, but God has other propositions. We
say, “l will step in and hear the preacher,” butd@Goeans that the arrows of His grace shall stiskifa
our hearts. Many and many a time with no desirgface men have listened to the gospel, and the Lor
has been found of them that sought Him not. | hedrdne who cared little for the sermon till the
preacher chanced to use that word “eternity,” dredhtearer was taken prisoner by holy thoughts, and
led to the Savior’s feet. Men have even steppeal pces of worship even with evil designs, and yet
the purpose of grace has been accomplished; theg ta scoff, but they remained to pray. Some have
been cast by the providence of God into positiohere they have met with Christian men, and a word
of admonition has been blessed to them. A lady evessday at an evening party, and there met with
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Caesar Malan, the famous divine of Geneva, whajsrusual manner, inquired of her whether she was
a Christian. She was startled, surprised, and vexwsdi made a short reply to the effect that it matsa
guestion she cared to discuss; whereupon, Mr. Miadphed with great sweetness, that he would not
persist inspeakingof it, but he would pray that she might be led itedher heart to Christ, and become
a useful worker for Him. Within a fortnight she ntbe minister again, and asked him how she must
come to Jesus. Mr. Malan’s reply was, “Come to Hist as you are.” That lady gave herself up to Je-
sus; it was Charlotte Elliott, to whom we owe thegcious hymn—
“Just as | am—without one plea
But that Your blood was shed for me,
And that You bid me come to You—
O Lamb of God, | come.”
It was a blessed thing for her that she was atghdt, and that the servant of God from Genevailsho
have been there, and should have spoken to heaitbéufly. Oh for many a repetition of the storyf“o
one Simon a Cyrenian,” coming, not with the intenbear the cross, but with quite another mind, and
yet being enlisted in the cross-bearing army oflLitwe Jesus!
| would have you notice, once more, that this mas at this particular time not thinking upon the
subject at all, fohe was at that time merely passing Bg had come up to Jerusalem, and whatever oc-
cupied his mind he does not appear to have takgmaiice of the trial of Jesus, or of the sad ehd. o
It is expressly said that he “passed by.” He wasewen sufficiently interested in the matter tonsitan
the crowd and look at the mournful procession. Wiorwere weeping there right bitterly—the daugh-
ters of Jerusalem to whom the Master said, “WedpfaroMe, but weep for yourselves, and for your
children”; but this man passed by. He was anxiousurry away from so unpleasant a sight, and to get
up to the temple. He was quietly making his wawptigh the crowd, eager to go about his business, and
he must have been greatly surprised and distresked a rough hand was laid upon him, and a stern
voice said, “Shoulder that cross.” There was nestiég a Roman centurion when he gave a command,
and so the countryman meekly submitted, wishingdaobt, that he were back in Cyrene tilling the
ground. He must stoop his shoulder and take upnaliieden, and tread in the footsteps of the mysteri
ous person to whom the cross belonged. He waspadging by, and yet he was enlisted and impressed
by the Romans, and as | take it, impressed by taeegof God for life, for whereas Mark says he was
the father of Alexander and Rufus, it would seeat this sons were well known to the Christian people
to whom Mark was writing. If his son was the samguR that Paul mentions, then he calls her “his
mother and mine,” and it would seem that Simonfewand his sons became believers and partakers of
the sufferings of Christ. His contact with the Landthat strange compulsory way probably worked out
for him another and more spiritual contact whichde&im a true cross-bearer. O you that pass by this
day, draw near to Jesus! | have no wish to call abiention to myself, far from it, but | do askuwyat-
tention to my Lord. Though you only intended tgshto this tabernacle and slip out again, | pttaat t
you may be arrested by a call from my Lord. | spagkny Lord’s servant, and | would constrain you to
come to Him. Stand where you are a while, and letb@g you to yield to His love, which even now
would cast the bands of a man around you. | woaldpel you, by my Lord’s authority, to take up His
cross and bear it after Him. It would be strangm) gay. Yes, so it might be, but it would be aiglas
event. | remember Mr. Knill, speaking of his owmugersion, used an expression which | should like to
use concerning one of you. Here it is, “It was jasjuarter past twelve, August’2when twang went
every harp in Paradise, for a sinner had repentdedy it be so with you. Oh that every harp in P&ead
may now ring out the high praises of sovereign gyras you now yield yourself to the great Shepherd
and Bishop of souls! May that divine impressmenicivhs imaged in the text by the compulsion of the
Roman soldier take place in your case at this wawynent, and may it be seen in your instance that un
expected persons are often called to be cross+iséare
II. My second observation is—CROSS-BEARING CAN STILL BRACTICED. Very briefly let
me tell you in what ways the cross can still beiedr
First, and chieflypy your becoming a Christiaitf the cross shall take you up, you will taketbp
cross. Christ will be your hope, His death youstridimself the object of your love. You never beeo
a cross-bearer truly till you lay your burdens daaviis feet that bore the cross and curse for you.
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Next, you become a cross-beandren you make an open avowal of the Lord JesusCb not
deceive yourselves—this is expected of each on@wff you are to be saved. The promise as | read i
in the New Testament is not to the believer aldn,to the believer who confesses his faith. “Hat th
with his heart believes and with his mouth maked¥ession of Him shall be saved.” He says, “He that
confesses Me before men, him will | confess befdyeFather; but he that denies Me"—and from the
connection it should seem to mean, he that doesaordess Me—*him will | deny before My Father
which is in heaven.” To quote the inspired ScripfuiHe that believes and is baptized shall be saved
There should be, there must be, the open avow@hirst's own way of the secret faith which you have
in Him. Now this is often a cross. Many people wblike to go to heaven by an underground railway,
secrecy suits them. They do not want to cross liaamel, the sea is too rough, but when there ima t
nel made they will go to the fair country. My gopelople, you are cowardly, and | must quote yows te
which ought to sting your cowardice out of you, tBle fearful and unbelieving shall have their part
the lake which burns with fire and brimstone.” y @ more, and make no personal applications,lbut,
beseech you, run no risks. Be afraid to be afé@dashamed of being ashamed of Christ. Shame on tha
man who counts it any shame to say before asserablgels, and men, and devils, “I am a follower of
Christ.” May you who have up to now been secreloWrs of the crucified Lord become manifest
cross-bearers! Do you not even now cry out, “Setrdmy name, sir"?

Further, some have to take up their crossdosymencing Christian work ou live in a village where
there is no gospel preaching; preach yourself. af@uin a backwoods town where the preaching is very
far from being such as God approves of; begin &aghn the truth yourself. “Alas!” you say, “I would
make a fool of myself.” Are you ashamed to be d fooChrist? “Oh, but | would break down.” Break
down, it will do you good, and perhaps you may kreamebody else down. There is no better preach-
ing in the world than that of a man who breaks dawder a sense of unworthiness, if that breakdown
communicates itself to other people, it may begiavaval. If you are choked by your earnestnesgrnsth
may become earnest too. Do you still murmur, “Bwoluld get the ill-will of everybody”? For Christ’s
sake could you not bear that? When the good moicktgsaMartin Luther, “Go home to your cell and
keep quiet,” why did not Martin take the advice?w\indeed? “It is very bad for young people to be s
forward, you will do a great deal of mischief, tbkre be quiet, you Martin. Who are you to intezfer
with the great authorities? Be holy for yourselidadon’t trouble others. If you stir up a refornoati
thousands of good people will be burnt through yoo.be quiet.” Bless God, Martin did not go home,
and was not quiet, but went about His Master’'smss, and raised heaven and earth by his brave wit-
ness-bearing. Where are you, Matrtin, this mornihgPay God to call you out, and as you have con-
fessed His name, and are His servant, | pray tleatney make you bear public testimony for Him, and
tell out the saving power of the Savior’'s precitwisod. Come, Simon, | see you shrink, but the cross
has to be carried, therefore bow your back. Itnly @ wooden cross, after all, and not an iron ofeai
can bear it; you must bear it. God help you.

Perhaps, too, some brother may have to take uprdss bybearing witness against the rampant sin
which surrounds hint'Leave all those dirty matters alone; do not aayord about them. Let the people
go to the devil, or else you will soil your whitekgloves.” Sirs, we will spoil our hands as wesl aur
gloves, and we will risk our characters, if need lng we will put down the devilry which now defle
London. Truly the flesh does shrink, and the pupast of our manhood shrinks with it, when we are
compelled to bear open protest against sins whiehdane of men in secret. But, Simon, the Master
may yet compel you to bear His cross in this res@ed if so, He will give you both courage and-wis
dom, and your labor shall not be in vain in thed.or

Sometimes, however, the cross-bearing is of an@hé more quiet kind, and may be described as
submission to providenc& young friend is saying, “For me to live at homlenow to be my duty, but
father is unkind, and the family generally impos@®n me. | wish | could get away.” Ah, dear sister,
you must bear Christ’s cross, and it may be thellvosuld have you remain at home. Therefore bear the
cross. A servant is saying, “I would like to bearChristian family. | do not think | can stay where
am.” Perhaps, good sister, the Lord has put yousvpeu are to be a light in a dark place. All thmps
should not be in one street, or what will becoméhefcourts and alleys? It is often the duty oftai€
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tian man to say, “l shall stay where | am and fitjtis matter through. | mean, by character and exam
ple, with kindness and courtesy and love, to wia face for Jesus.” Of course the easy way isitio t
monk and live quietly in a cloister, and serve Gyddoing nothing, or to turn nun and dwell in a con
vent, and expect to win the battle of life by rummiout of it. Is not this absurd? If you shut yalis
away from this poor world, what is to become ofYi®u men and women that are Christians must stand
up and stand out for Jesus where the providen€&odfhas cast you, if your calling is not a sinfakp
and if the temptations around you are not too di@agou, you must “hold the fort” and never dream
surrender. If your lot is hard, look upon it as Bt cross, and bow your back to the load. Youwuth
der may be raw at first, but you will grow strongpexfore long, for as your day your strength sheall“tt

is good for a man that he bears the yoke in highybbut it is good for a man to bear the croshisiold
age as well as in his youth, in fact, we ought néwdoe quit of so blessed a burden. What wingsaee
bird, and sails to a ship, the cross becomes t@a@sspirit when he fully consents to accept ihas
life’s beloved load. Truly did Jesus say, “My yadkeeasy, and My burden is light.” Now, Simon, where
are you? Shoulder the cross, man, in the name df Go

[Il. Thirdly, TO CROSS-BEARING THERE ARE NOBLE COMPULSN3. Simon’s compulsion
was the rough hand of the Roman legionary, andgtb# voice in the Latin tongue, “Shoulder that
cross,” but we hear gentler voices which compehissday to take up Christ’s cross.

The first compulsion is this—#ie love of Christ constrains e has done all this for you, there-
fore by sweet but irresistible compulsion you amdmto render Him some return of love. Does not Je-
Sus appear to you in a vision as you sit in thisse@ Do you not see that thorn-crowned head, that v
age crimsoned with the bloody sweat, those handdest pierced with the nails? Does He not say to
you pointedly, “I did all this for you; what havey done for Me”? Startled in your seat, you cowvaury
face, and inwardly reply, “I will answer that quest by the rest of my life. | will be first and fmost a
servant of Jesus, not a trader first and a Chnisiext, but a Christian first and a business méer-af
wards.” You, my sister, must say, “I will live f@hrist as a daughter, a wife, or a mother. | vix# Ifor
my Lord, for He has given Himself for me, and | aot my own, but bought with a price.”

The true heart will feel a compulsion arising frarsecond reflection, namelthe glory of a life
spent for God and for His ChristWhat is the life of a man, who toils in businesskes money, be-
comes rich, and dies? It winds up with a paragiaptine lllustrated London Newsdeclaring that he
died worth so much, the wretch was not worth amgHiimself, hisestatehad value; he had none. Had
he been worth anything he would have sent his mabeywt the world doing good, but as a worthless
steward he laid his Master’s stores in heaps toTioe life of multitudes of men is self-seekingislill
for a man to live the life of swine. What a pooeature is the usual ordinary man! But a life sgent
Jesus, though it involve cross-bearing, is nobégoils, sublime. The mere earthworm leads a dunghill
life. A life of what is called pleasure is a mebeggarly business. A life of keeping up respecishis
utter slavery—as well be a horse in a pug-millifA Wholly consecrated to Christ and His crossfes |
indeed, it is akin to the life of angels, yes, lghtill, it is the life of God within the soul ofian. O you
that have a spark of true nobility, seek to liweed worth living, worth remembering, worthy to Ihe t
commencement of eternal life before the throne @d.G

Some of you ought to feel the cross coming uparr gboulders this morning when you thinktlo
needs of those among whom you.livkey are dying, perishing for lack of knowledgeh and poor
alike ignorant of Christ, multitudes of them wragpgp in self-righteousness. They are perishing, and
those who ought to warn them are often mute doatsdainnot bark. Do you not feel that you ought to
deliver the sheep from the wolf? Have you no hebcbmpassion? Are your hearts turned to steeif? | a
sure you cannot deny that the times demand of gouwest and forceful lives. No Christian man can now
sit still without incurring awful guilt. Whether yolive in London or in any other great town amidst
reeking sin, or dwell in the country amidst the skeidarkness which broods over many rural districts,
you are under bonds to be up and doing. It may dress to you, but for Jesus’ sake you must Iifipit
and never lay it down till the Lord calls you home.

Some of you should bear the cross of Chrestause the cause of Christ is at a discount wieuve
dwell. 1 delight in a man in whom the lordlier chivalmas found a congenial home. He loves to espouse
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the cause of the truth in the cloudy and dark t¢teynever counts heads, but weighs arguments. When
he settles down in a town he never inquires, “Wiethe most respectable congregation? Where khall
meet with those who will advantage me in busine$&®’he studies his conscience rather than his con-
venience. He hears one say, “There is a Noncon$brohiapel, but it is down a back street. There is a
Baptist church, but the members are nearly all paod no gentlefolk are among them. Even the evan-
gelical church is down at the heel, the best fasiattend the high church.” | say he hears thid,has
heart is sick of such talk. He will go where thesgel is preached, and nowhere else. Fine archigectu
has scant charms for him, and grand music is niogbdms religion. If these are substitutes for gues-

pel, he abhors them. It is meanness itself for a toaforsake the truth for the sake of respectgbili
Multitudes that ought to be found maintaining tled old cause are cowards to their convictions, if
indeed they ever had any. For this cause the tarerasolves to stick to the truth through thick #nd,

and not to forsake her because its adherents aregpd despised. If ever we might temporize, timaé t

is past and gone. | arrest yonder man this mornuingch has long been a Christian, but has concealed
half his Christianity in order to be thought resjaéte, or to escape the penalties of faithfuln€ssne

out from those with whom you are numbered, but withom you are not united in heart. Be brave
enough to defend a good cause against all conwrthd day shall come when he shall have honor for
his reward who accepted dishonor that he mightrbe to his God, his Bible, and his conscience.
Blessed is he that can be loyal to his Lord, costwhat it may—Iloyal even in those matters which-tr
tors call little things. We would compel that Simitve Cyrenian this day to bear the cross, becdgse t
are so few to bear it in these degenerate days.

Besides, | may say to some of you, you ought &y bee cross because you know you are not satis-
fied; your hearts are not at resYou have prospered in worldly things, but you aoé happy; you have
good health, but you are not happy; you have loWirends, but you are not happy. There is but one
way of getting rest to the heart and that is, tmedo Jesus. That is His word, “Come unto Me, all y
that labor and are heavy laden, and | will give yest.” If after this you need a further rest fther and
higher longings, then you must come again to thhees&avior, and hearken to His next word, “Take My
yoke upon you, and learn of Me, for | am meek anly in heart: and you shall find rest unto your
souls. For My yoke is easy, and My burden is ligBome of you professors have not yet found perfect
rest, and the reason is because you have look#tetoross for pardon, but you have never taken to
cross-bearing as an occupation. You are hopinghrist but not livingfor Christ. The finding of rest
unto your soul will come to you in having somethiogdo or to bear for Jesus. “Take My yoke upon
you: and you shall find rest unto your souls.”

There are many ways, then, of bearing the cras€ifwist, and there are many reasons why some
here present should begin at once to carry the load

I\V. To close, bear with me a minute or two while | sagt CROSS-BEARING IS A BLESSED
OCCUPATION. I feel sure that Simon found it so. loe¢ mention certain blessings which must have
attended the special service of Simon. Fitsirought him into Christ's companyVhen they compelled
him to bear His cross, he was brought close tosJdéut had not been for that compulsion he might
have gone his way, or might have been lost in therd, but now he is in the inner circle, near teuke
For the first time in his life he saw that bles$exn, and as he saw it | believe his heart was emad
with it. As they lifted the cross on his shouldées looked at that sacred Person, and saw a crown of
thorns about His brow, and as he looked at hisvieBufferer, he saw all down His cheeks the mafks o
bloody sweat, and black and blue bruises from dnaelds. As for those eyes, they looked him through
and through! That face, that matchless face, henes@r seen it's like. Majesty was therein blended
with misery, innocence with agony, and love withrew. He had never seen that countenance so well,
nor marked the whole form of the Son of man sorbled he had not been called to bear that crtiss.
wonderful how much we see of Jesus when we suffeabmr for Him. Believing souls, | pray that this
day you may be so impressed into my Lord’s servitat you may have nearer and dearer fellowship
with Him than in the past. If any man will do Hislivhe shall know of the doctrine. They see Jeses b
who carry His cross most.
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Besidesthe cross held Simon in Christ’s step® you catch it? If Jesus carried the front pdthe
cross and Simon followed behind, he was sure tdsuieet down just where the Master’s feet hadbee
before. The cross is a wonderful implement for kegpis in the way of our Lord. As | was turningsthi
subject over | was thinking how often | had fettanscious contact between myself and my Lord when |
have had to bear reproach for His sake, and halweasame time | have been led to watch my steps
more carefully because of that very reproach. Beethwe do not want to slip from under the cross. |
we did so, we might slip away from our Lord andnfrdioly walking. If we can keep our shoulder be-
neath that sacred load, and see our Lord a littlbefore, we shall be making the surest progresis. T
being near to Jesus is a blessed privilege, wisatheaply purchased at the price of cross-bealfing.
you would see Jesus, bestir yourselves to worldior. Boldly avow Him, cheerfully suffer for Him,
and then you shall see Him, and then you shalhleafollow Him step by step. O blessed cross, Wwhic
holds us to Jesus and to His ways!

Then Simon had this honor, théé¢ was linked with Christ’'s worlde could not put away sin, but he
could assist weakness. Simon did not die on thesdm make expiation, but he did live under thesgro
to aid in the accomplishment of the divine purpd&au and | cannot interfere with Jesus in His passi
but we can share with Him in His compassion, wenoaipurchase liberty for the enslaved, but we can
tell them of their emancipation. To have a fingeiGhrist's work is glory. | invite the man that kse
honor and immortality, to seek it thus. To havdars in the Redeemer’s work is a more attractireggth
than all the pomp and glitter of this world, an@ #ingdoms thereof. Where are the men of heavenly
mind who will covet to be joined unto the Lord lig ministry? Let them step out and say, “Jesusy |
cross have taken. Henceforth | will follow You. Cetiife or death, | will carry Your cross till Younall
give me the crown.”

While Simon was carrying the cross through thevdrol doubt not that the rough soldiery would
deal him many a kick or buffet, but | feel equadlyre that the dear Master sometimes stole a glance
him. Simon enjoyed Christ's smileknow the Lord so well, that | feel sure He muatvé done so; He
would not forget the man who was His partner f& while. And oh, that look! How Simon must have
treasured up the remembrance of it. “| never cdradoad that was so light,” he says, “as that Wwhic
carried that morning, for when the Blessed Oneextrait me amidst His woes, | felt myself to be gjron
as Hercules.” Alexander, his first-born, and tteat-headed lad Rufus, when they grew up both fedt it
be the honor of the family that their father catribe cross after Jesus. Rufus and Alexander hed a
tent of nobility in being the sons of such a mamarkrecorded the fact that Simon carried the cavss
that such and such persons were his sons. | thimdnvthe old man came to lie upon his deathbed he
said, “My hope is in Him whose cross | carried. 8ked burden! Lay me down in my grave. This body
of mine cannot perish, for it bore the cross whiebus carried, and which carridan. | shall rise again
to see Him in His glory, for His cross has presseq] and His love will surely raise me.” Happy are w
if we can while yet we live be co-workers togethath Him, that when He comes in His kingdom we
may be partakers of His glory. “Blessed is the et endures temptation: for when he is tried,Hadl s
receive the crown of life, which the Lord has preed to them that love Him.” God bless you, and es-
pecially you who have come out of the country. Gta$s you. Amen and amen.
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