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“Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluitpf naughtiness, and receive with meekness
the engrafted word, which is able to save your soiut be you doers of the word,
and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”
James 1:21, 22.

BRETHREN, it is a good thing to be under the soahthe word of God. Even if the very lowest
motive should induce persons to come to hear tepajpit is nevertheless a good thing that theykho
come. We have heard of some who have even comedf and yet the word of God has stolen into
their hearts. In many cases in olden times spigs went to hear the Protestant divines who preached
the gospel, and these took notes of all that wak sath a view to accuse them of false doctrirfgtt
they might be punished, yet in several cases tles spemselves were converted. Such is the power of
the gospel of Christ that it woos and wins evergitsatest enemies. He that comes near to itsefien
with the intent to quench it, may find himself o#@me by its heat.

Master Hugh Latimer, in his quaint manner, whehogting people to go to church, tells of a woman
who could not sleep for many nights, notwithstagdimat drugs had been given to her, but she said th
if they would take her to her parish church shedsieep there, for she had often enjoyed a qluet-s
ber under the sermon, and he goes the length ofg#hat if people even come to the sermon to sleep
it is better than not to come at all, for, he adiddis fine old Saxon, “they may be caught napgittgs
even so. A sick man does well to live where theeephysicians, for one day he may be healed. If men
are in the heat of a battle they may be woundetiey come where gospel arrows are shot they nmhy fa
under them. Plants that grow in the open are likelye watered when the shower falls. We dare apt s
to any man who wills to enter the house of praj®¥ou must not come, because your motive is gross
and low.” No, you are welcome, anyhow. Who knows that, being in the way, God may meet with
you. Being where His truth is preached, you may teand “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God.”

Yet it will strike you at once that though it igivto come to the hearing of the word in any cgse,
it is better to come in a better way. We shouldeawdr to gather the most we can from the means of
grace and not pluck at them at random. A farmer fealthat there will be sure to be some crop upon
his land if he does but seed it, yet, if he is sennan, he is not satisfied with a bare crop, buehHiliz-
es his land heavily, and tills it well, that it mbying forth a large return to him, for in thesmeis the
largest harvest is no more than he needs. So, athirbn, let us so use the holy ordinance of pregchi
that we may extract the largest possible amourgotd from the ore. Let us so come into the solemn
assembly that we may hope to meet with God therethis is the chief end of our gathering together,
and let us so behave ourselves before the commiginathe coming, and after the coming, to the sanc
tuary, that we may gain the greatest possible fogfour coming together. To hear the word of tloed.
is often made of the Spirit of God to be life tadesouls, and the most eminent means of furthekeui
ening to those who are already alive unto God.usehot lose a grain of the blessing through our own
fault. The word of the Lord is precious in thesggjdet us not trifle with it.

This morning, | shall handle my text with the ezsndesign of teaching you how to hear. Oh, that
the Spirit of God may graciously help me! First,us note what to dbefore the sermorilLay apart all
filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness.” Secgntit us learn how to behaderring the sermorfRe-
ceive with meekness the engrafted word, which le &b save your souls.” And thirdly, here is the in
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struction forafter the sermon;Be you doers of the word, and not hearers onggeiving your own
selves.”

|. Let us consider the fit and proper preparationigtening to the gospel, or what is to be done BE-
FORE HEARING. It will strike every man who thinkbaut it, that there should be some preparation of
the heart in coming to the worship of God, andhe hearing of the gospel. Consider who He is in
whose name we gather, and surely we cannot rugthegwithout thought. Consider whom we profess
to worship, and we shall not hurry into His presseas men run to a fire. Moses, the man of God, was
warned to put off his shoes from off his feet wi&od only revealed Himself in a bush, how should we
prepare ourselves when we come to Him who reveaisseélf in Christ Jesus His dear Son? There
should be no stumbling into the place of worshili-asleep, no roaming there as if it were no maant
going to a play house. We cannot expect to praficimf we bring with us a swarm of idle thoughtslan
a heart crammed with vanity. If we are full of fgllwe may shut out the truth of God from our minds.
We should make ready to receive what God is soyreadestow. If he was condemned who came to
the wedding feast not having on a wedding garme&hgt shall we say of those who habitually come
into the festivals of our Lord and never think @fifg meet to be partakers of His royal dainties@awVvh
shall we say of those who defile the temple of Ggdhever seeking to have their souls washed fram th
filthiness of their sin? Certainly there shouldaeerious preparation when a sinful creature drases
to the most holy God.

Brethren, when | think of our engagements througlioe week, who of us can feel fit, to come into
the holy place of the tabernacles of the Most Highfean not into these tabernacles made with hands,
but into the inner spiritual temple of communiorttwé&sod. How shall we come unto God until we are
washed? After traveling so miry a road as that tviiins through this foul world, can we come unto
God without shaking the dust from off our feet? @anbe busy with earthly cares all the six dayghef
week and be ready for the holy Sabbath withoutbadht? | think not. Even in the heathen temples be-
fore the solemn mysteries began the herald crieal; hence, you profane! Far hence, you profaned” an
should not some herald cry to our wandering thasghitar hence, vain thoughts, for God is here!”
When the hour is come for drawing near unto thei@hs Lord before whom angels veil their faces as
they cry, “Holy, holy, holy,” it becomes us to bewbut and humble, holy and earnest. Yes, brethiren,
we were always occupied with divine worship, if m&ver knew thought or care except for His glory, if
we were altogether dissociated from the entanglésreemd defilements of the world, | should not be so
earnest to speak of preparation before hearingvtind, but, alas, it is not so, we are men of unctlgas
and we dwell among a people of unclean lips. Wesheot yet come into the holy country where every-
one that salutes us is either saint or angel. We hat yet cut off all the Canaanites, but we $idie
need to watch against them daily. Because of thevkich dwells in us and around us, we have need to
wash ourselves in the laver at the tabernacle blefmre we may come near unto the Most High.

There is a common consent among mankind that 8rereld be some preparation for worship. | see
the visible signs of it here today. Before the Sdbldawned you began to prepare clean linen and
brighter garments than those of common days.butsan outward and common matter; still, within the
shell there lies a kernel. Man puts off his ordynaeekday garments and puts on his best appar#idor
Sabbath, because by instinct he feels that he dlpay some reverence to his God. | fear this chafige
clothing full often degenerates into a wish to appgood before your fellow men, but the underlying
meaning should be this, “I am going up this dayh® worship of my God. | will not go, therefore; ei
ther in uncleanness of body or of apparel, but pall on the best raiment, that | may show respmentyt
God and to the assemblies of His house.” My couttsglou is, cleanse your hearts rather than your
garments. Go before God in newness of spirit ratt@n in newness of clothing. If of old the prophet
said, “Rend your heart, and not your garments,ingy | say today, “Put on the garments of righteous-
ness and holiness by the grace of Christ Jesukardy far rather than external garments, which db b
adorn the flesh.” Yet, | say, even in that chanfeaonent there is an admission that there shoeld b
some kind of special preparation, when we go upetir the word of God and to worship His holy name.
God grant that we may not be forgetful of suchnfiftpreparedness.

In making this preparation our text tells us tthetre aresome things to be laid asid#/hat does it
say? “Therefore lay apart all filthiness and supésf of naughtiness.” Some things must be removed
before the word of God can be received. And whatthese things? The text mentiadkfilthiness

2 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 31




Sermon #1847 Before Sermon, at Sermon, and aftend®e 3

Now sin of every kind is filthiness. It does notilst the most of men so, they call it pleasureaveh
even known them to think it ornament. But in thégment of the Spirit of God, who speaks here by His
servant James, every sin is filthiness. In thetsaglevery renewed man all sin is filthiness anthimg
better. Ever since the day when the Spirit of Gmaktthe scales from off his eyes, the godly mars see
sin to be aoul thing, abominable in the sight of a holy God. Sinthe thoughts is filthiness of the
thoughts, sin in words is filthiness of speech;isiaction is filthiness in life. Everywhere tharnisgres-
sion of the law is a foul and polluting thing, whineither God nor good men can bear. Now, brethren,
in coming before God by the help of His Spirit gvein must be confessed, forsaken, and hated. By
faith in the precious blood of Jesus it must behedsout, for we cannot come before God with ac-
ceptance while iniquity is indulged. We must remapart from God till we are apart from filthiness.
Filth, you know, is alebasinghing, meet only for beggars and thieves, and sushn. Filth isoffensive

to all cleanly persons. We cannot bear close comiils a person who neglects the washing of hisybod
or of his clothes, so as to become a living duthgHibwever poor a man is he might be clean, andwhe
he is not, he becomes a common nuisance to thosespdak with him, or sit near him. If bodily filthi
ness is horrible to us, what must the filthinessiofbe to the pure and holy God! | cannot attetapt
express the abomination of sin to God. He hatestit all His soul. If we are to be acceptable befor
God, there must be no keeping of favorite sinsspering of darling lusts; no providing for secrat
uities, our service will be filthiness before Gddur hearts go after our sins. He says, “Be y@ar)
that bear the vessels of the Lord.” He would notehthe vessels of His sanctuary touched with filthy
fingers. Have we well considered this? Lay asidmntall filthiness unless you wish to arouse thethvra
of God. If we are offensive to God, all we do beesnoffensive to Him. Remember how it is written,
that “the Lord had respect unto Abel and to higfig: but unto Cain and to his offering He had not
respect.” The Lord’s acceptance is first, to thespe, and then to the sacrifice—to Abel first, amdhis
offering afterwards. If God has no delight in a rsaperson, then has He no delight in his services.
Think not, you unclean, that your hymns and praikesvever sweetly they are sung, can be music in
His ear! Think not that your forms of prayer caresascend like sweet perfume before Him; they are a
stench to Him and an abomination, so long as yausgives are not washed from your filthiness. The
filthiness of sin is to be put aside if we wouldahéhe word aright.

Moreover, sin is not only offensive, but it dangerous We have learned at last, | hope, though
some are still ignorant of the fact, that filthisemeans disease. Men begin to see that unlessewe ar
clean we cannot be healthy. He who harbors filttmaking a hot-bed for the germs of disease, ansl thu
he is the enemy of his family and of his neighboxhoThe filthy man is a public poisoner, a suicide,
and a murderer. Sin is the greatest conceivablgetan a man’s own soul, it makes a man to be dead
while he lives, yes, corrupt before he is dead.iSia mortal disease, and he that bears it aboutii
not far from hell, while he continues to love i ban never enter heaven. Will you come before God
and tread His courts with this leprosy upon youelfi@ads? Will you bring your infectious diseasés in
His temple? They must be laid apart. Oh, for gtaa#o this!

There are at least three sins that are intendex] Bed one isovetousnessience the desire of un-
holy gain is called filthy lucre, because it leadsn to do dirty deeds which otherwise they woultd no
think of. If the lust of wealth enters into the he# rots it to the core. The apostle cries, “Ygold and
your silver are cankered,” truly, the man beconascered and cankered too. Now when a man’s heart
is full of filth, when the desire to get gain amddet it anyhow, is strong on a man, he is in § werfit
condition to profit by hearing the gospel. You canget the gospel into him; a golden bolt fastdes t
door. He is somewhat in the condition of the sgdasa | have heard of who went out after whalesl an
when he landed and heard the gospel preachedjchéoshe man of God, “Sir, it was of no use your
preaching to me, for all the while | was thinkirgpat where | should find a whale. There is no rdom
anything else in my mind but whales. | must havale$, and for the time | can think of nothing else
but whales.” So it must be with the man who is fostgain; his farm and his merchandise are in his
heart crowding out everything else. He who hask ist Vanity Fair is in an unfit state to buy thrath,
since his merchandise is vanity. A covetous mamiglolater, and cannot receive the gift of Gddh&l
has mastered his bosom sin. He is too foul to drear to the Lord. God help him to escape from the
idolatry of riches.
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Then, with peculiar correctnegastfulnesanay be spoken of as filthiness. | need not enldbges
not nature itself teach us that the indulgenceunfamimal passions, whatever form that indulgeneg m
take, whether of drunkenness or lewdness, is aitomdhat makes a man unfit for the receptionha t
pure word of God? How should spotless purity come @well with that man whose life is brutish in-
dulgence? How should the thrice holy Spirit comd dwell in that heart which is a den of unclean de-
sires? Did the men of Sodom profit by the teacluhgot? Shall a man come from the chamber of lust
to the house of the Lord? No, brethren. We musafaart all filthiness if we are to worship God pirg
and in truth.

But in the connection of my text the filthinessantis especiallanger. Read it, and you will see.
“The wrath of man works not the righteousness ofl;Goherefore lay apart all filthiness.” Some per-
sons when they are angry will say things that newxght to be repeated, or even said for the finse.t
It was so no doubt in James’s day even more thauirown, then angry men let fly horrible epithets
and abominable insinuations which were indeed arfugy of naughtiness. Now, the child of Godas t
subdue his anger, wrath, and malice. How can yocepmche word of peace while you are at enmity
with your brother? How can you hope to find forgiees under the hearing of the word when you for-
give not those who have trespassed against youwd\& have you pray before you come into this
house on the Sabbath morning or evening, and seehat you come in the spirit of gentleness and
meekness, only thus will you receive the engraftedd. The wrath of man is so filthy a thing, that i
cannot work the righteousness of God nor is itljikkat the righteousness of God will be workedhie
heart that is hot like an oven with passion andigealA revengeful, bitter, and malicious spiritlitde
likely to imbibe the sweet forgiving spirit of tlgwspel. God help us, then, to lay apart all fildss, and
especially all enmity.

But it is added;and superfluity of naughtiness¥What does that mean? Any kind of naughtiness in
a child of God is superfluous; iniquity ought notkie within him. “Superfluity of naughtiness,” dret
outpouring of evil, is unnecessary; it is an excease upon a child of God. The phrase here uséztglif
not in meaning from the first epithet of the takgives another view of the same thing. You hasensa
rose tree which, perhaps, was bearing very fewsyamed you half wondered why. It was a good rose,
and planted in good soil, but its flowers were $gaviou looked around it, and by and by you perediv
that suckers were growing up from its roots. Ndwese suckers come from the old, original briar, on
which the rose had been grafted, and this rosearsagerfluity of strength which it used in theseksu
ers. These superfluities, or overflows, took awaynf the rose the life which it required, so thatatld
not produce the full amount of flowers which youpegted from it. These superfluities of naughtiness
that were coming up here and there were to theyimgtithe tree. Children of God, you cannot sehe t
Lord if you are giving your strength to any formwfong, your naughtinesses are springing from the
briar stock of your old nature, and the best thimgo is to cut off those suckers and stop themash
as possible, so that all the strength may retumtime rose, and the lovely flowers of grace mayuaiol.

Oh, that God’s people, when they come up here erSdibbath day, may first have undergone that di-
vine pruning which shall take away the superflatyraughtiness, for there cannot be grafting witreou
measure of pruning. The gardener takes off froreréam part of the tree a shoot of the old stock] a
then he inserts the graft. There must be a remalvalperfluities in order that we may receive with
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to savsouls. This is what is to be put away.

The garments spotted with the flesh and infected disease are to be taken off dail apart We
are to wear them no more, if we desire to profithsyword which we hear. We are not to lgthese to
put them on again, but lay thespart among the offal of Tophet’s fire, with the strongsde never to
touch them again. To the fires we condemn thettgyfthings. What have we to do with filthiness, now
that we have been begotten by the will of God tdheefirst fruits of His creatures? You who are the
children of a holy God, what have you to do withuglatiness, or any such superfluity? God help you to
shake off sin as Paul shook off the viper intoftre

Why is this? Why is a man as he comes to heagdlpel to see to this? | take it because all these
evil thingspreoccupythe mind. Whether it is covetousness, or lewdnasanger, in addition to the pol-
lution which these bring, they also possess thaghts, so that they are not likely to be blessedewh
hearing the word. These are the rocks which pretrenseed from entering the mind, these, the birds
which devour that which is sown, these the weedglwbhoke the upspringing shoots. Wherefore lay
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these aside. If you bring your measures to thisgfdled to the brim with chaff, how can you expétx
have them filled with wheat? If we come here whis tfilthiness about us, how can we expect that the
pure and incorruptible word shall be sweet to us?

Moreover, sinprejudicesagainst the gospel. A man says, “I did not enjwy $ermon.” How can
you? What have you been enjoying during the weekatWavor did last night leave in your mouth? “I
cannot bear that man,” says one, and if you catldpuld be evidence that the man was not faithful.
Can Ahab love Elijah? | remember seeing one gedngbgo out in hot indignation at what | had said,
which happened to come personally home to him,ghdbe man was a stranger to me. What | had said
was the pure truth of God, and | could not be strag an ill-living man was indignant at it, sindes
was the only homage that such as he could payritypdad he but known it, there was therein a mani
festation to himself of what his nature was, and/imat condition he was. Do you think Christ’s senga
desire to please those who will not please God?™&4id one to a Puritan divine, “my lord heard you
this morning, and he is mightily offended at yoaimiarks upon profane language, for my lord is gieen
drop an oath now and then in his ordinary speedfat said the Puritan divine? He answered, “Sir, if
your lord offends my Lord, then your lord oughti® offended, and | cannot say less than | have’said
If any men are offended with the gospel it is beeatiney themselves offend God. It is almost intdyia
the case that when persons grow skeptical who prafessed to be religious, and begin picking & thi
and that, there is a secret evil in their liveschithey thus try to cover from their own consciencéhe
devil tempts them to rail at the ministry because gospel presses hard upon their guilty conscgence
and makes them feel uneasy in their sins. If yaut@hear God’s word with pleasure and profit taryo
selves, you must “lay apart all filthiness and stipgy of naughtiness,” for these things will puelice
you against the word of God, and render you incl@pabthat lively appreciation of it which is soatk
ful to profiting thereby. God bless these wordsniie, and may many of you who have come carelessly
here at different times, henceforth seek to conik prieparedness into the assembly of God’s people.

II. Secondly, | will talk a little about DURING HEARINGHow shall we act while listening to the
Word? “Receive with meekness the engrafted wordghvis able to save your souls.” The first thing,
then, isreceive That word “receive” is a very instructive gospedrd; it is the door through which
God’s grace enters to us. We are not saved by ngrkiut by receiving, not by what we give to God,
but by what God gives to us, and we receive from.Hn the hearing of the word there should be a re-
ceiving of it, not into the ear only, but into thederstanding, into the heart, into the conscietoggth-
er with a laying-up of this good treasure in thenmoey and the affections. You must receive the word,
or it cannot bless you. For, look, sirs, the wofdsod is a feast, but what comes of it if a manyonl
looks at the banquet? Shall he not go away as eagplye came if he does not receive it? The pregchin
of the word is as a shower from heaven, but whppéas to the soil if the raindrops fall, but nome a
absorbed into the soil? Of what avail is the shoivapne is drunk in by the thirsty furrows? A medi
cine may have great healing power, but if it is iaeived, then it does not purge the inward pzrtke
body. There must be a receiving of any good thiefgte the goodness of it can be ours. | do loveerwh
| read the Bible, or hear the word, to throw therdoof my soul wide open, yes, and to open alktime
dows of my heart. My soul cries, “Come in, mostsBled Spirit; come in, divine Life. You shall noysa
there is no room for You in the inn, come, takesession of every chamber of this house of mine, and
be Master of it from now on and forever.” | prayuyany brethren, do not block up your souls against
the incoming tide of the gospel. On the contrangak down the dams, and let the river flow into you
till you are filled with it. Receive the word. Mamgen are not profited by the word, because it cags
penetrate them, but is like water flowing down absbf marble. Truth must soak into the heart i ito
bless the heart. May the blessed Spirit give useeetsreceptiveness of the truth, for otherwiss tfino
avail to hear it.

Then it is added, “receiwsith meekness.Many do not receive the gospel because they drefreo
meek and teachable spirit. They come up to Godiséobut the only seat they will occupy therein is
the judgment seat. One would imagine them to betiieof God by their bold talk. Judge not the word
of God, | charge you. You may judgee as you like, small matter shall that be to me,vierare not
anxious as to men’s judgment, but our judgmentiis the living God. If the preacher truly declathe
word of God, woe unto the man who sits in judgmeran it, this same word shall judge him at the last
great day. We stand at the bar to be tried by Gadsl, and searched, and sifted, but woe unto,us if
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rejecting every presence of meekness, we ascerdhhbaal, and summon God Himself before us. The
spirit of critics ill becomes sinners when theylksesercy of the Lord. His message must be received
with teachableness of mind. When you know it is Gaebrd, it may upbraid you, but you must receive
it with meekness. It may startle you with its deciations, but receive it with meekness. It may e

is something about the truth which at the firstshiadoes not commend itself to your understanding, i
perhaps too high, too terrible, too deep, recdivath meekness. This is not the spirit of the présage,
but it is the spirit which the living God requiregus. It is by receiving with meekness that weeree

the truth in the power of it, and so it is ablestve our souls. Except you are converted, and beesm
little children, you cannot enter into the kingdofrheaven. The door of heaven is open to thosesitho
at Jesus’ feet, and learn of Him. You are not ldiw@nt unless He is your Master. You cannot be teaid
be His disciple if you question His teaching, fortihe questioning of Christ’s teaching lies thecapn

of His Person. To doubt Jesus is treason agaiesaukhority He claims over every human heart. Re-
ceive with meekness if you would be blessed witdtgr

What is this which is to be received? “Receivehwiteeknesthe engrafted word.'We are not bid-
den to receive with meekness men’s words, for gmeymany, and there is little in them, but receive
with meekness God’s word, for it is one, and therpower in each word which proceeds out of His
mouth. One word of God created the heavens anddtih, by the word of God the heavens still stand,
one word of His shall before long shake not onlstredut also heaven, therefore, hear with meekness
that word; that word which testifies of sin, anditsfsure punishment; that word which testifiegaice
most large and free, and of an atonement provigetido Only Begotten Son of the Father, by which sin
is put away in consistency with justice and holgd®eceive with meekness the word of the Lorddn it
entirety and unity. Reject no part of it, but reeeihe whole.

Any little particle of God’s word, so far as wedu it, is precious, and should be highly esteemed
by us. The odds and ends, and corners, and fragroéthe divine word are to be received by you and
by me, and there is a lack of meekness in us ib&gn to pick and choose, and cut and carve thaealiv
word. Who are we that we should say, “This or tkatot essential”? Who are you, O man, that you
should decide what is essential or otherwise? He gdve the word did not write trifles. It is essaint
that you receive the word of the Lord as suprente@erfect, and it is essential that you are logbii
do willfully reject any portion of that which the ddt High deigns to reveal to men. Receive with meek
ness the one, only, and indivisible word of thed.or

It is called “theengraftedword.” The Revised Version has “the implanted wbvehich is, perhaps,
more literal than the Authorized translation, anguts in the margin, “the inborn word,” which gsve
another idea, and yet conveys a like sense. Iks#p to our old and well-beloved version, and réad
“engrafted word.” When a graft is to be made, tih& thing is to make a cut or gash. Nobody ever re
ceived the word of God into his heart to be engrhthere without being cut and wounded by the truth
It needs two wounds to make a graft, you woundie, and you wound that better tree which is to be
grafted in. Is it not a blessed grafting when a maed Savior comes into living contact with a wouhde
heart? When a bleeding heart is engrafted witheaddhg Savior? Engrafting implies that the heart is
wounded and opened, and then the living word @ ilaiand received with meekness into the bleeding,
wounded soul of the man. There is the gash, arme ikehe space opened by it. Here comes the gratft,
the gardener must establish a union between tbeatrd the graft. This new life, this new branchnis
serted into the old stem, and they are to be llyifgined together. At first they are bound togetbg
the gardener, and clay is placed about the pofrjtsotion, but soon they begin to grow into onetin
er, and only thers the grafting effectual. This new cutting growsoi the old, and it begins to suck up
the life of the old, and change it so that it makew fruit. That branch, though it is in the grdfteee, is
altogether of another sort. Now we want the wordsofl to be brought to us in a similar fashion, our
heart must be cut and opened, and then the wortllmedaid into the gash till the two adhere, anehth
the heart begins to hold to the word, to believd,ito hope in it, to love it, to grow to it, taaw into it,
and to bear fruit accordingly. “Christ lives in rheaid the apostle. Is not that a wonderful tho@gre
daily incarnation of Christ in the believer, orather words, the new eternal life, living in usdgrro-
ducing fruit after its own kind, while we live ity and the fruit is our own. Christ is come intak new-
ness of His life, and is living in me. Oh, blesggdfting! “Receive with meekness the engrafted word
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Once more, you are to receive it by faith, for ywa to regard the word as beglgle Believe in the
power of God’s word; receive it as being fully abdesave your souls from beginning to end. Two ways
it does this, by putting away your sin as you attlep blood and righteousness of Christ, and bygha
ing your nature as you accept the Lord Jesus tgohe Master and your Lord, your life and your all.
There is such potency in the word of God, that i$ ireceived into the heart, it will effectuallsnge the
soul, it will not merely give you a hope of beingved, but really save you, save you now, save you
through life, save you to all eternity. Oh, with atrears ought men to listen to a word which care sav
their souls! With what open mouths ought they toldin this living water! How wisely might we wish
to be like sponges, to suck it all up, or like Gides fleece, to be saturated with the dew of hebkienv
we ought to wish to be like the plowed ground whigthroken up and pulverized, so that every drop
that falls may soak into it! Oh, that the new lifeat is come to us would put out the old life of ftesh,
so that our life should no longer be after the fakhion, but in all newness of power! Let us regoio
have the word engrafted in us.

This is how to behave at sermon. Oh, what neeé aes of the Holy Spirit to help us to hear the
truth as well as to prepare us before we hear it!

lll. Lastly, and very briefly, let us think of AFTER THEERMON. “Be you doers of the word, and
not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”

First, the command igositive—Be you doers of the word.” Oh, dear sirs, | coraghis pulpit of-
tentimes and speak with you, but as | come herdneayt is more and more burdened with this desire,
that mine may not be an unprofitable ministry ta.ybshall be useless to you unless you are dders o
the word as well as hearers. Sirs, you have hdawsdtaepentance and the putting away of filthiness;
repent, then, and let your filthiness be put aviday God the Holy Spirit lead you to do so—not tahe
about it, but do it. You have heard us preach ooialiy concerning faith in the Lord Jesus Chrisig a
you know all about believing, but have you belie¥&irs, have you believed? If not, to what avait is
for us to cry, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Chrisitl gou shall be saved”? We are to admonish you con-
cerning all those blessed duties which spring édhat living faith which works by love, but it isoth-
ing to hear about these virtues unless you poskess Doing far surpasses hearing. | believe thit w
a very little knowledge and great doing of what kmew, we may attain to a far higher degree of grace
than with great knowledge and little doing of winat know. The man who knows how to keep shop
makes no profit by his knowledge if he does notpkaey shop. The doctor who knows how to cure the
sick is not therefore a healer if he never hasteema The man, who knows how to teach children but
never teaches them, is not an instructor of yoliith.schoolmaster teaches the little he does kraw,
may be a better teacher than a great philosopherketps all his wisdom to himself. We value clouds
by their rain, and men by their actual doings. Wuegld is always looking to the church, not so mtwh
hear her teachings as to see her doings. Few \A8iat‘is the doctrine taught at such a meeting Huse
The ungodly world cries, “Forget the doctrine. Whabd is done there?” If the people who attendether
are mean, false, and hypocritical, the world conuiethe tree which yields such fruit. The bulk ofrme
do not read the Bible, but they read you, andefytdo not come to hear the minister preach theejpsp
yet they say, “These people who hear him are nietb#tan other people, and why should we trouble to
go and listen to him?” The minister gets the blamhéch should rightly belong to those who are hearer
but not doers of the word. Oh, may the EternaliSpiork in us all to will and to do of His own good
pleasure! There is nothing done by these Sundhgsg is nothing done by these pulpits, there is-not
ing done by these pews, there is nothing done bsetlvast gatherings, unless our hearers are dbers o
the word. Practice is the harvest; the rest ighiplowing and the sowing.

Observe that the command is pegativelythe text says, “not hearers only.” Those who agdrs
only are wasters of the word. What poor creatuessdrs are, for they have long ears and no hands!
You have heard of him who one day was discoursioguently of philosophy to a crowd, who greatly
applauded him. He thought he had made many discipl& suddenly the market bell rang, and not a
single person remained. Gain was to be made, atiteinopinion no philosophy could be compared to
personal profit. They were hearers till the matkat rang, and then, as they had been hearers thely,
quit the hearing also. | fear it is so with ourgmking, if the devil rings the bell for sin, foreplsure, for
worldly amusement, or evil gain, our admirers qustright speedily. The voice of the world drowns th
voice of the word. Those who are only hearershaegers but for a time. Some of those now before me
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are hearers only. We cannot mark your houses ldyngu cross upon your doors, and writing on them,
“Lord, have mercy upon us,” but if | did so, Londamould seem to be smitten with the plague. Oh that
you would cease from this mocking of God, and ngnof yourselves! Remember, if any man will be
lost, he will most surely be lost who heard thepgbsind refused it. Write that word in great cdpét
ters; if any soul will be lost emphatically, ithe who has been for years a hearer only, a hedrerew
thousands have believed unto eternal life. Overctileof such a man write, “He knew his duty, bat h
did it not”; and that cell will be found to be bwith the very center of Gehenna, it is the innernposon
of hell. Willful rejection of Christ ensures woeftdjection from Christ. Take heed, you that dengnHi
entrance now, lest He deny you entrance hereaften hearts are hardening to an eternal impenitence
necessitating eternal punishment—

“How they deserve the deepest hell

That slight the joys above!

What chains of vengeance must they feel

Who break the bonds of love!”

The text closes with this solemn worttleceiving your own selves.¥Whereupon says Bishop
Brownrig, “To deceive is bad, to deceive yourseligegorse, to deceive yourselves about your sauls i
worst of all.” Alas! There are many in that sad dibion. A syllogism may be bad, and yet it may look
like logic, and such are the hopes which men fasbiat of a bare hearing of the word. It is veryyeas
when you get well accustomed to the gosaelfaitat it, as they say, to be able to twist it so as&ie
it seem to favor you, though it condemns you. H®e wiills to be deceived can feign an acquittal dut o
a sentence of death. Many think it is all righttwihem, when it is all wrong with them. They always
hear the gospel, how can they be castaways? Theymder a thoroughly evangelical divine, how can
they be reprobates? They know what is what, thélynet consent to hear false doctrine; they have a
discriminating faculty, and will not abide unortliodteaching. | am very glad they will not, but they
seem to make a god of this discernment. Alas!atnsere idol. Hundreds believe that because thied m
ister is unquestionably sound in the faith, thenefiney are sound also. As they have the good fense
hearhim, surely they are first-rate people, and the Lorll @ierlook their faults. Oh, sirs, be not such
fools! Do not deceive yourselves in that way, foere is no truth in this comforting conclusion. Ties-
ter that which you hear, the guiltier are you iluytdo not practice it; and the plainer and moreigitta
the gospel which is taught you, the more inexcuwesabé you if you do not receive it. When the gospel
comes to you with a heavy knock at the door of yyweart, the more terrible your crime if, you botda
bar your door against it, or say, “When | have aemmmnvenient season | will send for you.” God gran
to each one of us that when we go home we maydattethe doing of the sermon. You know the old
story, | am half ashamed to repeat it again, bistsb pat to the point. When Donald came out ofcin
sooner than usual, Sandy said to him, “What? Donslihe sermon all done?” “No,” said Donald, %t i
all said, but it is not begun to be done yet.” et sermon be done in your chambers by prayer and in
your lives by holiness. Let it be done all througlh week by our each one seeking to put awayl#i-fi
ness. Let us cling to the holy Christ, desirindite His life, and breathe His Spirit. God granimay be
so with you all, for Jesus Christ’s sake.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—JAMES 1.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—104, 652, 645.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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