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“But though He had done so many miracles before theyet they believed not on Him: that the
saying of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, idh he spoke, Lord, who has believed our report?
And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealddigrefore they could not believe, because that
Isaiah said again, He has blinded their eyes, anartiened their heart, that they should not see with
their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and benverted, and | should heal them. These things

said Isaiah, when he saw His glory, and spoke ofrHi
John 12:37-41.

THE blindness of Israel concerning our Lord waslysagimarkable. It was a blindness of the eyes,
for they saw His many miracles, and yet believet mbeir ears also seemed to be stopped, for they
heard His words and did not understand them, agid fiearts also were heavy, for they did not relent
under the plaintive admonitions of a Savior’s loVéeir hearts were cruel towards the Messiah; they
hated Him without a cause. No door was open tdhdaet of Israel; they had hardened their heart; the
had shut their eyes, they had stopped their eatsegen He that spoke as never man spoke gained no
access to their souls. They went so far as to fyritim, and cried as they did so, “His blood beum)
and on our children”—words so sadly verified whenu3alem was destroyed, and her children slaugh-
tered, sold as slaves, or scattered to the fourecsrof the earth. It was, indeed, a terrible igss
which happened unto Israel.

Her rejection of the Lord Jesus is the more antpbecause Isaiah gave so clear an account of the
Messiah, and so clearly pictured Jesus of NazabBehcriptions of Him could not have been more ex-
plicit than were the prophecies of Isaiah. It wobé&lvery easy to construct an entire life of Choist of
the book of Isaiah, beginning with, “a virgin shatinceive and bear a son, and shall call His name |
manuel,” and ending with “He made His grave with thicked and with the rich in His death.” Isaiah
spoke of John the Baptist as the “voice cryingha Wilderness, prepare you the way of the Lord,anak
straight in the desert a highway for our God.” Aredforetold our Lord’s ministry by the way of theas
beyond Jordan in Galilee of the Gentiles, wherepbeple who sat in darkness saw great light. The
prophet portrayed his Lord as “despised and rejeofemen, a man of sorrows and acquainted with
grief.” Clearest of all is he upon His vicarioudfstings, concerning which he uses a variety of tmos
definite expressions, such as—“The chastisemepupfpeace was upon Him; and with His stripes we
are healed.” Isaiah saw so clearly the day of ardlJesus that he spoke rather as an evangelsatha
a prophet, as an eyewitness, rather than as oeteliorg a far-off event. Yet all this clearnessswast
upon the men of his generation, and upon thosefollawed after. The nation had so long been fickle
towards God, and had trifled so long with God’dhruhat it was at length given up to a judiciatdia
ness of heart, so that it could not understandeocgive. They refused the plainest messages oégrac
and were so confirmed in unbelief that all theiogdrets cried with one plaintive voice, “Who has be-
lieved our report? And to whom is the arm of thed_eevealed?”

Nor was it alone grievous that Israel sinned agjaime light which shone in Isaiah’s testimony,, but
alas, she closed her eyes against the meridiandgpl®f our Lord’s own life. Jesus bore His own-wit
ness in His person, teachings, works, and giftsadwonder lies in the fact, that they did not kribes
Lord of glory although they saw His miracles, whilere sure witnesses to His claims. He worked
among them works which no other man did. Thereébmutiour Lord a likeness to God, in all that He

Volume 31 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 1




2 Israel and Britain—A Note of Warning Sermon #1844

does the Godhead shines forth. He is so pure taatad say, “Which of you convicts Me of sin?” How
like to Him who is saluted as, “Holy, Holy, Holypkd God of Hosts!” His teaching is so full of tende
ness and gentleness that since God is love, wdumtanthat Christ is God. His many miracles touch up
on every point in the great circle of omnipotena#at is there that God can do which the Christrditd
do? Was He not multiform and multitudinous in Hisriks of power and grace? Herein lay the wonder,
that though He did so many miracles before therhjmsecret but actually before their eyes, thotigh

fed them with bread which they could see, and hggratid eat, though He healed the sick and raiged th
dead, they yet believed not on Him. How sadly fam enen go in unbelief, prejudice, and hardness of
heart! How dim can human eyes become when menedtusee! How darkened the understanding
when men are unwilling to comprehend! Let us tresrdilthis, lest we ourselves by imitating the chose
people in their unbelief should fall into like bage to prejudice and ignorance, lest we by tamgerin
with truth should come at last to be incapableatpiving it, lest we also by rejecting the testimof
God should be given up to our own willfulness, &hidve a lie and refuse the truth. Such, thensaslh

had foreseen, was the state of Israel in our Laddig never clearer evidence, and never more @bstin
refusal to see it, never truth more plain, and nesjection so determined. Woe to those who clbsé t
ears, for the day comes when they shall no longar'Woe to those who shut their eyes to the lifgint,
they shall, before long be made blind! Isaiah wdsrmed that such would be the outcome of his minis
try, the Lord bade him say to the people, “Hear yaleed, but understand not; and see you indedd, bu
perceive not.” This must have been a very sad kssifior so generous and tender-hearted a man of
God. It was painful to him to be so clear and gebé¢ so little understood. He was the Paul of tlee O
Testament, to him belonged fullness of knowleddgaraess of vision, plainness of speech, and faith-
fulness of spirit, and yet none of these thingddmake the people understand his message andeecei
it into their hearts. He was sublime in thoughtraative in word, and affectionate in spirit, anet yhey

did not believe his testimony, so that he must haften been astonished and heart-broken as he spoke
in vain to a people who were determined that theyld/not hear.

This morning | shall draw certain lessons for nasrf the great evangelical prophet, his ministry] an
the people to whom he ministered so vainly. Owt fineditation shall beoncerning Isaiah and his min-
istry, and our second shall lsencerning the people to whom he spddas! | fear that we who speak in
the name of the Lord in these last days have alsteal with hearts that are gross, ears that areyhe
and eyes that are dimmed. Upon this generationthése is falling a measure of judicial withdraveél
light and discernment, and we also have to cry, 6Whs believed our report? And to whom is the arm
of the Lord revealed?”

|. First, then, let me speak with you CONCERNING ISAIAND HIS MINISTRY. Oh, that the
Spirit of God may speak with power through me. @uit says two things of Isaiah. First, that “siawv
His glory,” and secondly, that “Hgpokeof Him.”

The first statement is that IsaiahAw Isaiah was a great seer; his prophesy begins-tfilise vision
of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerdindgah and Jerusalem.” All prophets were more or
less seers, and saw what they foretold, but Iss@lve others was endowed with the seeing and ®rese
ing faculty. He had the clearest sight, and fot teason he had the clearest speech. When a maksspe
so that you cannot understand him, the usual reiasibrat he does not understand himself, and when a
man speaks so as to be readily comprehendedyecmuse the thought in his own mind is well defined
He that could speak well must see well. Mark the things in the text—*When Isaiah saw His glory,
and spoke of Him.”

In what sense is Isaiah said to have seen thathwie spoke? Does it not mean that he realized his
thoughts? That they stood out vividly, so as to enakdeep impression upon his own mind? Things to
come were already come in his apprehension; helalet he believed, he felt what he foretold. He
was not a dreamy person, maundering about halfeiastl, undeveloped thoughts, but he was a person
who knew, and perceived, and felt what he preacHedsaw with his soul what he set forth with his
lips.

But what did he see? It is a most important ttimag in these days you and | should see the same,
for the same work lies before us among a peopleavba repetition of that disobedient and gaingayin
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nation. Read, then, with care the sixth chaptdésafh. Open your Bibles and refer to the passageev
by verse.

First, what Isaiah saw walse Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted ¥ghen the prophet went
abroad among the people he heard them speakingsagia¢ Lord God, some contending for one deity
and some for another, some leaning upon an arresti,fand others despising the promise of Jehovah
the God of Israel. All this, | say, he saw out obds, and he was troubled. But when he went ingo th
sanctuary of God he saw the Lord sitting upon artéy still reigning, still glorious, undisturbed byp-
position. He must then have felt like David whenshél, “Why do the heathen rage, and the people im-
agine a vain thing? The kings of the earth set gs&wes, and the rulers take counsel together agaims
Lord, and against His anointed. He that sits initbavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have themnein d
sion. Yet have | set My king upon My holy hill ofah.” As David saw Christ upon the throne amid the
strivings of the people, so did Isaiah see the Llasus, not only upon the lowly mercy seat, bunugo
throne high and lifted up. | pray you, brethrerttleethis in your hearts; our Lord is highly exaltas
Lord of all. When you see evil occurring, do noagime that it defeats the eternal purposes of &hov
When you hear blasphemy and your blood runs caldhat think that Christ has lost His glory, when
men riot in sin, do not dream that the reins odia$fare out of Jesus’ hands, for still He is “Gweeér all,
blessed forever.” My heart exults this day, asuhgoubting faith, | am assured that He who died on
Calvary is now exalted on high, far above all pipadities and powers. “You are the King of glory, O
Christ!” To You our spirits ascribe infinite honavprld without end. Though the earth is removed an
the mountains are carried into the midst of the getithe Lord reigns. He that died upon the teee i
crowned with majesty, and all the angels of Godshigr Him. “He must reign till He has put all ene-
mies under His feet.” Let us have no question alist for if we have, we shall not be prepared to
speak in the Lord’s name with this evil generatidmid the anarchy of the ages we see the glorious
high throne of our redeeming Lord unmoved, unmaxabhis is the rock of our refuge when the unset-
tled times rage about us like the waters of thelled sea. We cannot be afraid, for Christ is os Hi
throne.

Observe that in Isaiah’s vision he not only saw tthrd “upon a throne high and lifted up,” but he
saw that'His train filled the templ¢’ so that in that temple there was room for no else. The robes of
this great King filled all the holy place, and meit priests nor offerers could find standing rotwere. It
is a great thing to see how Jesus fills the hegvaiakes, in Him dwells all the fullness of the Gedd.

Let it be acknowledged to be so in heaven, forglbey of our Redeemer fills every street of the epp
city, every mansion of the Father’'s house. In therch below which is also His temple, among His
spiritual people, the glory of the Lord Jesus eregagnd occupies every heart. They feel that tsere i
none other in whom they can trust, none other whwasels they will receive, none other in whom they
glory, the Lord Christ is all in all to us, and Weow no other Master or Savior. His train fills ttesn-
ple. I trust it is so among us. From Sabbath tdo&tbthe one glory of this Tabernacle is the peesth
work of Jesus. What a glory has God put upon thl-Bagotten Son, whom He has raised from the
dead that He should be head over all things tocHisch, which He fills with His life, light, and Ve.
Nor may we forget that all the things that exi& &ra sense His temple, and the whole univeriieid
with His train, for “He has ascended up far aboVéeavens that He might fill all things.” Glory -

to our ascended and reigning Lord.

In His vision Isaiah sawhe flaming spirits that wait upon the Christ of dGdie calls them, “sera-
phims.” The best interpretation we can give is fing ones,” they burn in the sense of consuming.
They burn up that which ought to be consumed, nanadll kinds of evil. There are powers around our
Lord which will destroy evil. You ask me to tell y@something about these seraphim, how can I? They
have covered their faces, and covered their féeteShothing is to be seen, what can | tell youihde
would it be right for us to speak concerning thén manifestly it is their desire to be hidden. i
violate their wish to be concealed? They covereid flaces, they covered their feet, and thereiy the
as good as say, “Look not on us, but look on Hinowlts upon the throne, whose attendants we are.”
This much is all we know—exalted intelligences iarevaiting upon our Lord, and are able to fly swift
ly at His bidding. Tremble not concerning this eymar that, it shall be burnt up by those agenaibih
are at the command of our exalted Lord. Spiritenfi@od shall run to and fro, and smite, as withfitee
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of God, those powers of darkness which now oppoesgace. God Himself is a consuming fire, who
can dwell with Him but those that are like Him? hakes His ministers a flame of fire. Around our
Lord are the chariots of God, which are twenty gamd, even thousands of angels. His power knows no
limit. His word runs very swiftly, He speaks, ands done; He commands, and it stands fast. Glery b
unto You, O Christ! We will not fear nor be discaged, since these Your servants are ready to flame
forth at Your bidding. Truly You are Jehovah of tsos

This vision of the bodyguard of the Prince of pea@s enough to strengthen Isaiah. Thus comfort-
ed, he would calmly confront that rebellious getiera If the prophet, when he opened the young
man’s eyes strengthened his heart by making himheeses and chariots of fire round about Elisha,
shall not we be comforted as we behold legionsuwhipg ones surrounding our King, and standing
ready to fulfill His decrees?

Further, we find that Isaiah saw in that vistbe perpetual adoration which is rendered unto &hri
concerning His holinessThose bright spirits had never tasted of His mefar they had never sinned.
They understood nothing of His grace, for they hatibeen guilty, but being pure in heart they gazed
on the Lord with opened eyes and adored His hdingseir whole souls were filled with the contem-
plation of that one all-embracing attribute, andaaponsive song they said each one to his fellia,
ly, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts.” They emplees their words by repeating them three times, and
perhaps they alluded also to the Trinity in Unigyteey cried, “Holy, holy, holy.” This is the supme
glory of Christ, that in Him is seen the holinessGmd. Oh my friends, let us be like these seraphim
ravished with the holiness of the atonement, awmesktwith the justice of God in the great sacrifice
Reflect with reverence that God when He willed aeesHis elect would not commit a breach upon His
laws, though He would redeem them from going dowta the pit, yet He would not violate His word,
nor change that most righteous penalty of deatlgiwis the due desert of sin. Rather than stainhidis
liness He spared not His own Son, but freely dedisleHim up for us all. Consider the great love of h
liness which must have been in the heart of thbdfathat He would give up His Son to bleed sooner
than His law should be dishonored, and think ofgheat holiness of Christ, that He would ratheregiv
His back to the smiters and His cheeks to themphaetk out the hair, yes, rather stretch out Hisdsa
to the nails and expire forsaken of His God, thaifies sin to go unpunished. God would not even for
mercy’s sake issue an unjust pardon to the soulsVésl.

As | stand here this morning | also have visioh&od, and the cross seems to me transformed into
a burning throne, whereon justice is high anddiftg to the uttermost, as | see God Himself in &hri
Jesus bowing His head to death, that He might $tegjod yet the Justifier of him that believes. Amdu
that cross | see troops of angels gathering, amehi one crying unto another and saying, “Holyyhol
holy, is Jehovah Jesus, the great sacrifice fot Bia you not unite in their reverent homage? Ityio
you will go forth and tell of pardon bought withoold, and of the atonement finished once for althwi
hallowed confidence you will tell out among the pleothat the holy Lord reigns from the tree, uatil
creatures fall down and worship Him that was slbetause His holiness was thereby revealed in noon-
day splendor.

This was not all that was revealed to the proffioethe heard the seraphim say, “Holy, holy, hady,
the Lord of hoststhe whole earth is full of His glory.Even when men rejected Christ, even when
hearts were fat, and eyes were dim, and ears vearneyheven then the whole earth was full of theyglo
of Christ. When scientists tell us that they carsex God, | am amazed. To me it is impossiloieto
see Him. Though I cannot pry with scalpel into #matomy of the human frame, yet when | look upon
the mere skin of the human countenance | see thdilmark of God Though | cannot dig into the lower
strata of the earth and disentomb the fossil amipber its stone-preserved memorial yet to me rock,
and clay, and sand, and relic of the past, beasuhehieroglyph of God. Though | cannot inform wdu
all the interesting details of insect life, or dastcupon the secrets of botany, yet to me beeg Ibiom-
eyed thoughts of God, and flowers breathe the perfaf His love. Where is God? Say rather, where is
He not? Not with these grosser senses, but by highkalties | see and hear my God, yes, He does sur
round me, and my faith embraces Him. | am no foolthis; the best authority declares that he is the
fool who says in his heart, “There is no God.” Y#é® whole earth is full of the glory of Christ,dan
above the earth in every cloud it is seen, and @libg cloud every star shines out concerning Him.
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Alas, for the blind eyes that cannot see that wisakvidently set forth in every place. Alas foe thars
which cannot hear when, earth, and sea, and heamdrhell, are all echoing to the tread of the Quoni
tent Christ of God. Oh brethren, have you ever sbenvision, have you ever seen God’s glory fdlin
the whole earth? If so, you are prepared for theesi that are and are to be times of gloom, and dark
ness, and sin, and blasphemy—and yet your heastrtmiedremble for the ark of the Lord.

When all this was seen of the prophet, he notibatithe posts of the doors moveétll am rightly
informed, there were two huge columns before tingpte called Jachin and Boaz. These were made
with singular skill, and were the wonder of the .afjbey were of brass, cast by Solomon, but in the
course of ages they had no doubt mellowed intoz&pand there they stood, two tremendous erections,
bearing up massive doors. We are told, | know nmther it is correct, that the gates that swungiupo
these columns required at least twenty men eith@pen or to shut them, but as the prophet saw that
vision he noticed that these massive columns tredhlaind thus did obeisance to the God who was with-
in their gates. Our Revised Version reads it, “Ttnendations of the thresholds were moved.” Even to
its foundations the house trembled with solemn afrtbe divine presence. Brethren, heaven, and ,earth
and hell, and all created things reflect the gloirthe Lord, and thus adore Him. Oh Lord Jesus, &i®u
worthy of all honor. “All the earth does worship Y.b If it were so with posts and doors, shall nat o
hearts rejoice with trembling? Shall not our sdagdsmoved in the presence of the Most High? And will
we not fall down before the glorified Christ, ahdalid, who wrote, “When | saw Him | fell at Hisefe
as dead”? Everything is filled with awe in His nstje presence, save only man, the impious rebel who
dares defy his God.

Then came the best part of the vision for Isagtthe glorious sight, he felt, “Woe is me, fornha
undone, | am stricken mute. | can never speak ag@imy lips are unclean, and | dwell among an un-
clean people.” Then, swift as lightning flew a srabringing a coal more burning than himself from
off the altar of sacrifice, with which he touchédtk tprophet’s lips. Beloved, this is whae need. We
need to feel the atonement laid home to us, totfeebower of the great sacrifice of Christ, torhe@a
voice saying within our spirit, “Your iniquity isyp away, and your sin is purged.” Though that beal
must have blistered the lips which it covered, iyehade them eloquent. Common fire would destroy
the organs of speech, but the fire of sacrificesdua so, but it unloosens a grateful tongue, aipsha
grateful heart to tell of the love immense, unseabte, which offered itself upon the altar of stoej
that holiness and love might save the sinner. @ace comes from the Holy, Holy, Holy One, who is
just, and yet forgives His people’s sin. Brothéyau are to proclaim the glory of your Lord, yowst
feel the sacrificial coal applied to the place vehgour impurity is most seen, even to your lipsy yo
must know that you are forgiven, for your conviatitat you are clean before God will give you confi
dence in telling others the story of the crosssTéiwhat Isaiah saw.

Listen for a minute to that further word that fnlls—Isaiah when he saw His gldspoke of Him.”

He that has seen this sight must speak.

He spoke in deep humility. Never was braver mam tisaiah, but never one who walked in lowlier
reverence before His God. He never forgot to Hisglglay that “Woe is me! for | have seen the King,
the Lord of hosts.”

Yet, observe that he spoke with very willing oledie. “Here am |,” he said, “send me.” He offers
himself to be God’s mouth to the people, whatekermessage may be. He seems to say, “Here am | in
the entirety of my being, purchased to You by Ygreat pardoning love, use me as You will, and send
me where You will.” He continued to report his L@ranessage under constant rebuffs, and despite the
ceaseless obduracy of Israel. Though he cried, “WaAwbelieved our report?” yet he continued that re
port. That chapter, which begins with his complaias in it not only a continuation of the repbut a
fuller version of it than he had ever given befdie.was sad but resolute, grieved yet persevebirny,
ken in heart, but not broken down in constancyttBemn, it needs great grace to go upon a fruitess
rand. One had needed see the glory of the Lorceteniabled to fight a losing battle. | am sometimes
afraid that | have to do this myself, but if it3g, it is not ours to bargain for success, butiétdymplic-
it obedience. It is ours to abide faithful to ommmission, whether men will hear or whether thely wi
forbear. Brethren, be it ours to serve the Lordliglaand testify to what we have seen, even thaugh
man should receive our witness.
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But then it is said of Isaiah that he “spoke ofrtTithat is, of our Lord Jesus Christ. In all tihediah
said he had an eye to Christ. It was all his bissirs@nong men to speak of glories of the comingdson
God. May the Lord give us such a sight of ChrisHis glory that from this day forth we shall be ab-
sorbed in glorifying Him. May our life be a perpatuministry concerning Christ. Remember that word
concerning John the Baptist, “John did no miraoi,all things that John spoke of this man were.tru
If we can do no miracle and achieve no successislat least cry without ceasing, “Behold the Lavhb
God.” Thoughwe decrease, it matters not so longHesincrease, we are glad to disappear, as the morn-
ing star is lost at the rising of the sun. It i3 delight to imitate the seraphim, and with veifade and
covered feet to attend about the throne of Jehdeabs our Lord.

II. 1 now ask your kind attention to the second partmf subject, which is a very painful one,
CONCERNING THE NATION TO WHICH ISAIAH SPOKE. Theterrible sin lay in this, that they
were willingly blinded by the light, which ought tave been to them a help to see Christ, and tieeg w
hardened by those very truths which ought to hagken them. They became more and more adverse to
Christ through beholding in Him such a characteoaght to have won their hearts. To the prophet’'s
teaching they were entirely dead. A specimen & wWe find in the succeeding chapters of Isaialaelsr
and Syria attacked Ahaz, whose reign followed thafdgzziah and Jotham. The prophet came and said
to Ahaz, “Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neibdgefaint-hearted for the two tails of these smgki
firebrands.” Ahaz was assured that God would hetpihhe would but trust in Him, but instead of do-
ing so, the king determined to petition for thephef the great king of Assyria, with the resulttive
long run that “the king of Assyria came unto hindafistressed him, but helped him not.” Isaiah,dn-c
firm his message, bade the king choose any sigereih the depth or in the height above, but thieleh
king replied, “I will not ask, neither will | testehovah.” He had so defiantly cast off allegiaraéhe
true God that he would not even accept a sign,ghdtuwas left to his own choice. Thus Isaiah’s mes
sage was rejected though put in the most winnimgfdor the hearts of the people were blinded, and
hardened so as to choose the way of destructiaiméately, as you know, the Assyrians carried the
whole people away, for they had rejected God’s agswvillfully, and wrath came upon them. What a
grievous task to be called to preach to such alpkop

They went on from bad to worse as a nation, theyed aside grievously from God, and when they
appeared to cleave to Him it was in name only,nmitin heart, so that when Christ came they were un
able to discern Him, for had they known Him theyuwdbnot have crucified the Lord of glory. This
blindness was in part a punishment for their logtgetlion. If men willfully shut their eyes, do yewon-
der that they become blind? If men will not hear,ydu wonder that they grow deaf? If men will not
understand, do you wonder that they become stupgethat perverts truth shall soon be incapable of
knowing the true from the false. If you persiswiearing glasses that distort, everything will bstaiit-
ed to you—

“Hear the just law, the judgment of the skies!
He that hates truth shall be the dupe of lies.”

But although this blindness was a punishment fomé& sin, it was itself a sin. They willfully re-
jected the testimony of God against themselvey; tbiised the self-evident Christ who would so grea
ly have blessed them. This willful rejection wasrea out so effectually that it became impossiiole
convert and heal them, they could not be instryatedeformed, and therefore they were given ower t
destruction. Nothing remained but to allow the Rom# burn the temple and plow the site of the. city
It was a dreadful thing that they should delibdyathoose destruction, and obstinately involve them
selves in the most tremendous of woes. Poor Isnaehity you! It was sad indeed to fall from soajra
height! Yet we are bound to admit that God deathwiou justly, for you did choose your own delu-
sions. The Lord cries, “Oh that My people had headd unto Me.” Our Savior weeps and cries, “O Je-
rusalem, Jerusalem, how often would | have gathgoed children together, even as a hen gathers her
chickens under her wings, but you would not! Behgttur house is left unto you desolate.”

What | have to say this morning is this—that | growingly fearful lest our own country should
furnish a parallel to all this. Read the story oigiand, beginning where you will, and see how grasi
God has been to us. Note well our great delivesrfcem the destruction of the Spanish Armada &o th
overthrow of Napoleon. Do not forget how often thide country has been made victorious in wars
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against great peoples, who thought to swallow pefThen reflect how God sent the light to us, hber t
gospel spread all over England, and how it hasanynways been rejected. How often since the days of
Cromwell, Rome has been allowed to dim the lightwf Protestantism, and how it labors to do sd stil
See how this people have received the truth ofdigawt again and again have proved false torit; tu
ing at one time to superstition and at another tionfidelity. At this moment we are rich, and gis
depression in business, we are less tried by it #mgy other nation. And what causes all of thisayer
but increased sin? Why, at this moment we haveasimpant among us almost beyond precedent. Think
how the poor are oppressed and ground down withilgvaverty in many parts of this great city. Shall
not God avenge the cry of starving women? Wordlg i§tivorse can be, those who dare walk our street
after sundown tell us that Sodom, in its most pudiays, could scarcely exceed this metropolis p@no
vice. To our infinite disgust and horror, the namésgertain of the greatest in the land are at flosr
openly mentioned in connection with the filthiesbduchery. This is not the place for details, raor
mention the matter, or even think of it withoutlfieg@ my very soul on fire. Faithfulness requiresipl
speech, but it is a hideous evil that the dregsag should be the chosen luxury of certain of loenedi-
tary legislators and rulers. Woe unto you, oh lamaden your great ones love the harlot’s house! Dgep
our shame when we know that our judges are not aiethis matter, but social purity has been put to
the blush by magistrates of no mean degree, yess#id that the courts of justice have lent thedues

to the covering and hushing up of the iniquitieghe great. Shall not God be grieved by such anati
as this? He, who has read a certain story whitduigoo well-known, must have felt his ears tingtel

his heart tremble. What is coming over us? Whatibler clouds are darkening our skies? There were
judges once who would not have suffered the lawsettrampled on by the great, but would have dealt
out equal justice to rich and poor. | cannot pedsuayself that it will be otherwise now, and ydéear

the worst. O God, have mercy upon the land whaodgment seats and palaces are defiled with vice.

This is not all; a general indifference to alligedn is creeping over the country, at least oves t
vast metropolis. Ask those who visit from door twodamong our crowded populations, and they will
tell you that never before in their lives were theo few persons attendant upon the means of grace.
Street after street of this city scarcely possessa® than one regular attendant upon the preaafing
the word. The Sabbath is no longer a day of worship millions. What continual efforts are made to
rob us of the Sabbath day, to degrade it into anacomwork-day, and to make a slave of the working-
man. Today the revelation of God is treated withifference, or talked of as if it deserved no renee
or credit. Unbelief has sapped the foundationshefdocial fabric. Worst of all—I must not hold back
the charge, many of the avowed ministers of Claristno ministers of faith at all, but promotersiof
belief. The modern pulpit has taught men to bedel. What truth is there which has not been dalbte
by divines, questioned by doctors of divinity, atdength been denounced by the priests of “modern
thought”? Nothing remains upon which a certain stlod preachers have not spit their skepticism. The
experience of the unbelief of Germany is being atge here. Among those who are ordained to be the
preachers of the gospel of Christ, there are mamny preach not faith but doubt, and hence they are
servants of the devil rather than of the Lord. Kniot that | am aiming at the Church of EnglandthVi
all my objection to a state-church, | am not saughps to conceal my belief, that | see in the d&pal
Church at this time less of unbelief than amondagerDissenters. In fact, Nonconformity in certain
guarters is eaten through and through with a cdyeitiarianism, less tolerable than Unitarianisnelits
So frequently are the fundamental doctrines ofgibgpel assailed, that it becomes needful, befoue yo
cross the threshold of many a chapel, to ask tlestopn, “Shall | hear the gospel here today, otldha
come out hardly knowing whether the Bible is insgior not? Shall | not be made to doubt the atone-
ment, the work of the Holy Spirit, the immortalid§ the soul, the punishment of the wicked, or thiyd
of Christ?”

I know | shall stir a hornet’s nest by these homelsukes but | cannot help it. | am burdened asd d
tressed with the state of religion, a pest is i &r; no truth is safe from its withering infectiaNo
signs can be more alarming than the growing infigleind worldliness which | see among those who
call themselves Christians. Does this nation reialignd to cast off the fear of God and the doesiof
Holy Scripture to follow the vain imaginings of teephists and the fashionable follies of the gréa&?
we to see again unbelief and luxurious sin walkiagd in hand? If so, there are some of us who mean
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to take up our sorrowful parable, and speak aslglas we can for truth and holiness, whether we of
fend or please. Be it ours to still thunder out ldne of God, and proclaim with trumpet clearness th
gospel of Jesus, not bating one jot of firm belethe revelation of God, nor winking at sin, noning
down truth, even though we fear that the only tesill be to make this people’s hearts gross, dmairt
ears heavy, and their eyes blind. If it must bensp soul shall weep in secret, but still, O Lordrdnam

I, send me. Be of good courage, O my heart, forfaitbful have not ceased from among men, other
voices will cry aloud and spare not, if haply camd may be purged of its present defilement.

Hearken yet again while | press this subject peabp home to you. Has not this word a personal
bearing upon some of you? Certain of you have heéserdjospel preached plainly and honestly, and yet
you have never received it, is there not creepivey gou a fatal indifference? Are not your heauis
ing to stone? Possibly you are professors of mligand yet you do not feel the power of it, whe¢sl
this mean? If you are not a praying people, nools people, and yet are a professing people, what a
awful doom awaits you! Shall my ministry be a sagbdeath unto you? It may be that my voice grows
stale to you, and what | say seems common-pladeshihis to be the reason for your refusing Christ
and His salvation, refusing the power of His waefusing holiness which He would work in you? Oh,
shall it be so? Will you die? Dear hearers, | sdoot like to meet one of you at the day of judgtnen
and have to feel that | preached you into a grdatedness than you might have known. Oh, be con-
verted! Turn you, turn you, why will you die? May&in infinite mercy speak to you that you may be-
lieve in Jesus now, lest that should come uponwioigh is spoken of by the prophet, “Behold, you de-
spisers, and wonder, and perish!”

Before | have done, hear the sweet whisper whimées the sixth of Isaiah. Notwithstanding all the
terrible work that Isaiah had to do he was notwethout comfort, the Lord said to him, “In it treeshall
be a tenth.” You know how the prophet cried, “Excéye Lord of hosts had left us a seed we had been
as Sodom and been made like unto Gomorrah.” The has His sacred tithe and these He will not lose.
The tree has lost its leaves, for it is winter tirhat still it is alive, and the sap will flow agaifor its
substance is in it! The tree is leveled by the &x¢,weep not despairing tears, for it shall spam4in,
for life is still in it. Even so the Church mustdi, truth must be victorious, purity must conquad the
Christ must reign. Behold, He comes with cloudsl every eye shall see Him. Reject Christ if you wil
today, oh you who think yourselves so exceedingsewbut there is a people who love Him, a secret
people who cling to Him, and when He comes, as cbimenust before long, they will welcome Him
and partake in His glory. As for you that refusenHiis day, how will you stand when He appears?
Where will you flee? You shall ask the hills to eowou, but they will refuse. You shall bid the meu
tains hide you, but they will not yield a caverm your shelter. Be wise now, therefore, and no mere
sist your Lord. “Kiss the Son lest He be angry, sad perish from the way while His wrath is kindled
but a little. Blessed are all they that put theust in Him!” May you and | and all of us be of tha
blessed number. Amen and Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—JOHN 12:37-50; ISAIAH 6.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—93, 12, 518.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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