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ALL OR NONE; OR COMPROMISES REFUSED:
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NO. 1830

A SERMON
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DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON,
ON NOVEMBER 25, 1883.

| SHALL have five texts—one of them a good one, titleer four bad. The first text is good. It is
God’s text.
“There shall not a hoof be left behind.”
Exodus 10:26.
That is God’s text, and the whole sermon will ithase it by exposing the compromises with which it
was met.

The other four are Pharaoh’s texts, or, if yoe lithe devil’'s, for that is exactly what the desalys
to men. Exodus 8:25—haraoh called for Moses and for Aaron, and sai@, Y&u, sacrifice to your
God in the land That is his first proposal. Then we find him Bay; at the twenty-eighth versg,will
let you go, that you may sacrifice to the Lord y@ad in the wilderness; only you shall not go viany
away.” That is the second of his compromises. In @t chapter, at the eighth verse, you have the
third. He said to thenfGo, serve the Lord your God: but who are they tehall go?” Adding, “Go
now, you that are men, and serve the LorArid Pharaoh’s fourth and last proposal is in thenty-
fourth verse of that same tenth chaptéPharaoh called unto Moses, and said, ‘Only leuydlocks
and your herds be stayed.”

Satan is very loath to give up his hold on menidHguite as loath as Pharaoh, and he must berdrive
to it by force of arms, | mean by force of divinewge, before he will let God’s people go. Havingen
got them under his power through the fall, throtiydir sin, and through their hardness of heartyitie
not lose his subjects if he can help it. But he puilt forth all his craft, and all his strengthpibssible to
hold them in his accursed sway. Many of Satan‘¢eslaltogether disregard the voice of God. For them
there are no Sabbaths, no Bibles, and no religtoactically they say, “Who is Jehovah that we stioul
obey His voice?” Now, when God means to save menenvthe eternal purpose so runs and the divine
determination is to be accomplished, He soon putsna to this. For some reason quite unknown to the
man—it may be quite unguessed of by him—he feetasy, he is disturbed. He thinks one morning
that he will go up to a place of worship, not thatcares much about it, but he thinks that he giea
haps be a little easier there. He takes his Bidepegins to read a chapter. A very striking passag
comes before his eyes. He is not easier, for tkteht&s fixed upon him. Like a barbed shatft it hagls
into his soul, and he cannot possibly draw it aygia. He is more troubled than ever. He beginsito i
quire a little about the things of God, there immsaespect now outwardly to religion, the man issid-
erably changed.

But do not imagine that the work is accomplish@dr blessed Master has to fight for every inch of
ground which He wins in human hearts. With the miagts artillery of His love He drives the enemy
back farther and farther, till at last He conquérg, it is often a long and slow process, and wasbt
possessed with infinite patience He would givepit But where it is His resolve that a man shall eom
out of the world and shall be saved, that resolustnand will be carried into effect, and the man,
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though he is only brought so far that he beginghitak a little about divine truth and about etermedt-
ters, will have to go a great deal farther than.tha

You see him sitting under the word of God, anchpps Satan says now, “Well, you are a fine fel-
low. You are beginning to occupy a seat Sunday &teday in the house of prayer. You have given up
your evil habits to a large extent. You are quitdifeerent man. Now you have done something very
pleasing to God. You may rest content with thistidAit is a very sad thing when men do rest content
with such a paltry hope as can have come out of pedormances like these. But still they will stop
just there if they can, for Satan does not mindre/iee makes men halt so long as they will stay unde
the dominion of sin, and refuse to come to Christ.

Now the Lord begins to deal with the man perhapa way of affliction and trouble. His wife sick-
ens, a child dies, he is himself unhealthy, hesféaris about to die, and his fancied righteouseeap-
orates before his eyes, and he thinks that nowysheemust seek after something better. Then val S
tan come in and say, “There is time enough yetnBtde in too much of a hurry.”

If the Lord drives a man from that by the solemavements of the Spirit upon his soul, then the
devil will say to him, “How do you know that this all true?” And he has not to go far before hedin
infidels to help his unbelief. | am sorry to sawtttne can find them in the pulpit pretty plentijuill
preaching their infidelities as “advanced thoughnd so poor souls get bewildered, and scarcelwkno
their right hand from their left, and they begimagto relapse into a condition of indifferencedae-
main where they were.

Blessed be God, if He means to save such, Hehyilpush of pike, and point of bayonet, carry the
day. They shall not rest where they are. The rigirtd of the Lord is stretched out still, and Hel wil
make the Pharaoh of evil yet know that Jehovaltra;mger than he. Grace is mightier than nature and
the eternal purpose surer of fulfilment than b# resolves of case-hardened consciences, andasi at
it comes to this—that the man is driven to yield3od, and when he is driven to that point Satanesom
in again with his compromises.

We are going to speak about these four comproniseght. The first compromise is found in the
eighth chapter at the twenty-fifth verse.

“Sacrifice to your God in the land.”
“Yes,” says the devil, “you must be a Christiarattis evident. You cannot hold out any longer,yfou
are too uneasy in your sins. You will have to ighaistian.” “But,” he says, “stay in the world, abd a
Christian. Remain where you are. ‘Sacrifice to y@adin the land,” by which he sometimes means
this, live in sin, and be a believer. Trust yourséth Christ, and then indulge yourself in whatgee
your heart desires. Do you not know that he is\addaf sinners? Therefore stay in your sin, ant ye
trust in Him. Oh, | charge you, by the living Gagiver be duped by such a treacherous lie as tig, f
is not possible that you can find any rest or dadwawhile you live in sin. My dear hearers, Chgaime
to save ugrom our sins, but noin our sins. He has built a hospital of mercy intdalilHe receives the
worst possible cases. All are welcome, but He dm¢seceive them that they may continue to be sick,
but that He may heal them, and make sound mereai.tivhen the Lord Jesus Christ takes hold upon a
thief, the man is a thief no longer, his inmostrhéacomes honest. When the Lord meets with the har
lot, He blots out her iniquity, and she is affecteith deep repentance for her crimes, and turns hat
Savior, desiring from that time on to walk in pyrdll her days. It is impossible that you shouldvee
God and yet continue to indulge in known sin. Wdoé&bol that man is who thinks that he may drink and
be a Christian, that he may cheat in his businadsba a Christian, that he may act like the ungodly
world in all respects, and yet be a Christianlahiot be. Mark Anthony yoked two lions togetherd an
drove them through the streets of Rome, but hedcoeVer have yoked together the lion of the pit and
the lion of the tribe of Judah. There is a deaditetbhetween these two. The principle of good, i$ it
yielded to, will destroy the mastery of evil. Thex@nnot be a compromise between them. No man can
serve twomasters He may serve two, but not two when each determiodse master. Satan will be
master if he can, and Christ will be master, amidfore you cannot serve the two. It must be orteer
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other. If you are to have your sin forgiven youuyoust leave your sin. Remember that voice which
came to Master John Bunyan when he was playingdipon Elstow Green on Sunday morning. He
thought that he heard a voice say, “Will you legwar sins and go to heaven, or will you have youos s
and go to hell?” That problem is proposed to yowoifi are unconverted and undecided. But as to the
idea of keeping your sins and going to heaven, staitout of the question, for it must not, canraigl
shall not be, it is a compromise proposed by Sdwanthe Lord will not have it.

Yes, but then Satan, retreating a little, sayselWhow, of course | did not mean that you weré no
to give up your grosser sins, but | mean to teli yb something better. Love the world, and livehwit
worldlings, and find your company and your joy amanem, and yet be a Christian. Surely you are not
going to throw up everybody, are you? You know yaust not be singular. You must not make yourself
an oddity altogether. You have many merry companiminyours, keep to them. They do not, perhaps,
do you much good. Well, you must not be too palticuand precise.” So he says, “Continue in the
world, and be a Christian.” Shall | tell you Goasrd about that? “If any man loves the world, tbeel
of the Father is not in him.” That is short, thougdt sweet. A man says, “Well, | shall be a Chaus{i
but I shall find my chief pleasure and my amusemémegre the world finds it.” Will you? “I shall be a
Christian, but | shall hold with the hare and ruithvthe hounds. | shall be with the church on Synda
but nobody shall know that | am not the best wartglon the week-day. Can | not put my hymn book in
one pocket and a pack of cards in the other, argpbgo heaven and keep friends with the world?” iNo,
is not possible. “Let My people go, that they mayws Me,” is God’s word. Not, “Let them stay in the
land, and still serve you and serve Me too.” Itra@rbe. “Know you not that the friendship of therlgo
is enmity with God?” That text is another shar@van sword cutting to the quick, and there are ofe
sors who ought to feel it go to their very hedis they are trying all that they possibly can toag near
as ever they can to the borderline, and yet to kge@ hope. What would you think of a man who went
as near as he could to burning his house downiqusy how much fire it would stand? Or of one who
cut himself with a knife, to see how deep he cgddvithout mortally wounding himself? Or of anoth-
er, who experimented as to how large a quantigoi$on he could take? Why, these are extreme $ollie
but not as great as that of a man who tries howhnsuthe may indulge in, and yet be saved. | pay y
do not attempt such perilous experiments. “Comeaguturom among them; be you separate, and touch
not the unclean thing.” Shun with horror Satan’d obmpromise, dream not that you can love the
world, and yet have the love of the Father in you.

When the enemy cannot get on with that, he draagk b little, and cries, “That is very proper; you
are hearing very faithful teaching this time, katdn to me! You can live for yourself, and be ai&h
tian. Do not go out into worldly company, but enyyurself at home. You see you want to have your
own soul saved. Well, live fahat.” This is only a subtler and uglier form of selfiglss. It is nothing
better. “Look,” says Satan, “I do not ask you todsgenerate with your money, be miserly with it; be
very thrifty. Everybody will pat you on the backdaeay, ‘He is taking care of number one, and he is
doing the right thing.” Come, now, and make a gtiodg of religion. Believe in Jesus Christ, of ceeyr
in order that you yourself may be saved, and thendll the rest of your life trying to hear sermsahat
will feed you, and read books that will comfort yand become a great man among religious folks.”
Hateful advice! Do you not know, dear friends, thié very essence of Christianity is for a madday
himself? Self can never properly be the end-all bedll of a man’s existence. Self is to religion,
fact, nothing but the flesh in a pretended spitifaem. If a man lives to himself, he is under tt@min-
ion of an evil spirit just as much as if he went oo open sin. So you must come out of that.iSkelf
ness will not do. You must love the Lord with adluy heart, and you must love your fellow men. There
must be obedience to that command that you “loeelitrd your God with all your heart, and your
neighbor as yourself,” or else there is no comiagioto safety. Thus the first compromise will hatid
at all.

Pushed back from the first compromise, Pharaopgs®s a second, and this is found in the twenty-
eighth verse of the eighth chapter—
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“Only you shall not go very far away.”
Satan says, “Yes, | see your conscience tells lpatiyou must come out from the world, and come out
from sin, but do not go very far away, for you nvagnt to come back again. In the first place, do not
make it public. Do not join a church. Be like a bathind the paneling; never come out except itis a
night to get a mouthful of food. Do not commit yself by being baptized, and joining the church, do
not go as very far as that. Just try, if you card save yourself from the wrath to come by se@iet r
gion, but do not let anyone know it. There reabyigot be any need of actually saying, ‘I am a CGhris
tian.” My friend, this is the very depth of SataWhen a soldier goes to the barracks, if he isila cif
God he may say, “I shall not kneel down to prayduse they might throw a boot at me, as they general
ly do in the barracks. | can keep my religion toself.” That man is wrong. But if he boldly sayswill
fly my flag. | am a Christian, and | will never {dethat point, come what may,” he will stand. Thee b
ginning of yielding is like the letting out of wateno man knows to what a flood it will come. Tiss
what Satan would have with some of you that you riadlyby little and little. Therefore defeat him,
come out boldly. Take up your cross, and followude8He that believes and is baptized shall becave

The tempter also says, “Do not be so very premimkeexact. The Puritan saints—well, people point
the finger at them. You need not be quite so paerc’ By which he means this—that you may sin as
much as you like so long as you do not violate pebp and that, after all, you are not to obey God
thoroughly, but only to obey Him when it pleases.ybhis is flat rebellion against God. This willves
do.

“Well,” he says, “if you are to be so precise, getnot be so desperately earnest. There are sbme o
those friends down there at the Tabernacle whalavays looking after the souls of others, and gyin
to proclaim Christ to everybody. You know they argery dogmatic lot, and they are a great deal too
pushing and fanatical. Do not go with them.” Justlde means, stand and serve the Lord, because you
dare not do any other, but never give Him your tyeever throw your soul into His cause. That isatvh
Satan says, and do you think that such traitorengce will save you? If Moses had thought thaingoi
a little way into the wilderness would have save@éel, he would have let them go a little way itite
wilderness, and that would have been the end &ut.Moses knew that nothing would do for God’s
Israel but to go clean away as far as ever theldcamd put a deep Red Sea between them and Egypt.
He knew that they were never to turn back againecarhat might, and so Moses pushed for a going
forth to a distance, as | would in God’s name piashfull committal to Christ with everybody who is
tempted to a compromise.

“Oh, but,” Satan will say, “be earnest too. Yes, darnest. Of course that is right enough, and be
precise in all your actions, but do not be onehot people who are always praying in secret. Yaou c
keep an open religious profession going without Impicvate praying, without heart-searching, without
communion with God. These are tough things,” hesséyp keep up. You will find it difficult to main-
tain the inward life, and preserve a clean headtamight spirit. Let these go by default, and radtéo
externals, and be busy and active, and that will Bat it will not do, for unless the heart and bate
renewed by the Spirit of God, it little matters wiyaur externals may be. You have failed before God
unless your very soul is joined unto Him by a parpkecovenant that shall never be forgotten. What a
blessing it is when a man can say—*“l have done t#dse compromises, | do not want to serve God
and win favor with the world. | do not want to gesi a little way from the world. | pray God to diei
me from the world by an everlasting divorce, jusitavas with Paul when he said, ‘The world is ¢ruc
fied unto me, and | unto the world.” From hencdiddt no man trouble me; for | bear in my body the
marks of the Lord Jesus.” Happy man who has cogié dut under divine guidance to seek the eternal
Canaan! His is the path of safety and acceptangethby that temporize and parley with sin and ®ata
will find mischief come out of it.

Pushed back from that, the enemy suggests anctingoromise in the tenth chapter, at the eighth
and eleventh verses—

“Go, serve the Lord your God: but who are they that
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shall go? Go now, you that are men, and serve tloed.”
Yes, that is his next point. “Yes,” he says, “we séhat it has come to. You are driven at last ig-th
that you must be an out-and-out Christian, but, ,hdw says, “do not worry your wife with it; do not
take it home.” Or he says to the woman, “You aréotlow Christ. | see you must. You seem driven to
that, but never say anything to your husband abouiMas not that a pretty idea of Pharaoh’s—that all
the men were to go, and were to leave the womerchihdren to be his slaves? And that is just tleaid
of Satan. “You have plenty to do to look after yaelif, but your wife—well, leave her to her own ways
Your husband—Ieave him to his irreligion.” Let ussaver him thus—“As for me and my house, we will
serve the Lord.” So said Joshua of old, and sevety man here say. Remember Paul’'s words to the
Philippian jailer, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Chrend you shall be savednd your house.Let us
pray that we may have the whole house for Chrigttd&Jyour measure of influence over your family,
say within yourself, “My Lord, | will never rest tihl see all my family brought to Your dear fekbrd,
save my wife: save my husband: save my father: sgvbrothers and sisters! Bring these out of bond-
age!” You cannot be a Christian unless that is ywartfelt desire. He that cares not for his owaseo
is worse than a heathen and a publican.

And then the children. “Oh,” Pharaoh says, “lethwe children!” Do you not see he knew very well
that, if they did that, they would themselves cdmek again? What man among us would go away into
the wilderness, and leave his wife and childreslavery? Should we not want to come back to them?
Should we not think that we heard their cries? 8hate not want to look into their dear faces again?
Leave them in slavery? Oh, that cannot be! Andstene sorrowfully say that there are many profess-
ing Christians who seem as though they were themseletermined to be the Lord’s, but their children
should belong to Pharaoh and to the devil. Foams, the boy is getting of a certain age. Let ben
sent to a foreign school, and preferably, a Romath@ic school. Will that be useful to his religidn
Yet if he should turn out a Papist, his foolisth&twill almost break his heart. It was all his ogaing,
was it not? Well, the girls, of course, they mustigto society, of course, they must “go into stycie
And so everything is done to put them into plackdanger, where they will not likely be converted,
and where, in all probability, they will become myerand vain, and light. Then a situation is looled
the boy. How often there is no question about thpleyer being a Christian! Is it a business thatléd
can follow without injury to his morals? “No, it &fine roaring trade, and it is a cutting houslegre he
will pick it up in a smart way. Let him go theré’es, and if he goes to perdition? Alas, there drasc
tian men who do not think of that! The childrensoime professors are offered up to the Moloch &f thi
world. We think it a horrible thing that the heatkeshould offer their children in sacrifice to isloand
yet many professors put their children where, atiogrto all likelihood, they will be ruined. Do nist
it be so. Do not let the devil entangle one of yowhat compromise, but say, “No, no, no, my house,
God helping me, shall be so conducted that | woli put temptation in my children’s way. | will not
lead them into the paths of sin. If they will goong, despite their father's exhortations and thesth-
er’s tears, why, they must, but, at any rate, | gl clear of their blood, for | will not put theimto plac-
es where they would be led astray.” | am sure tieesegreat deal of importance in this remark, idud
cuts anybody very closely, and he says, “I think yoe very personal,” that is exactly what | mean t
be—the precise thing | am aiming at. | desire tbthis thing before every individual Christian, ttzei
may see the right and the wrong of it, and maylves60Our women and our children shall go with as t
worship God. They as well as ourselves shall lghisEgypt, as far as God’s grace can help us+to ac
complish it.”

Now the devil is getting pushed into a corner.eHsrthe man’s whole house to go right for God,
and the man gives himself up to be a Christianamat out. What now? “Well,” says the enemy, in the
twenty-fourth verse of that tenth chapter—

Go you, serve the Lord; only let your flocks anduydierds be stayed.”
Just so. What does Moses say to that? “You mustuygvalso sacrifices and burnt-offerings that wg ma
sacrifice unto Jehovah our God. Our cattle alsdl gbawith us;there shall not a hoof be left behindy
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thereof must we take to serve the Lord our God;wadnow not with what we must serve the Lord un-
til we come there.” This was the divine policy ¢ surrender,” and | plead for it with you. Satays
“Do not use your property for God. Do not use ytalkents and your abilities; especially do not usery
money for the Lord Jesus. Keep that for yoursetiu Will want it one of these days, perhaps. Keep it
for your own enjoyment. Live to God in other thingsit, as to that, live to yourself.” Now, a geraiin
Christian says, “When | gave myself to the Lordavg Him everything | had. From the crown of my
head to the sole of my feet | am the Lord’s. Hesbite provide things honest in the sight of all nserd
care for my household, and so | shall, but yet Iredhmy own, for | am bought with a price, and tier
fore it becomes me to feel that everything | haweever shall have, is a dedicated thing, and lyslon
unto the Lord, that | may use it as His steward,a®oif it were mine, but at His discretion, and-ad
bidding. | cannot leave my substance to be thel'deVihat must come with me, and must be all my
Lord’s, for His it is, even as | am.” The Christitakes the line which Moses indicated, “I do nobwkn
what | may be required to give. | know that | anmsazrifice unto the Lord my God, but | do not know
how much. | cannot tell what may be the needs ®@fpitor, the needs of the church, the needs of Ghris
church all over the land. | do not know, but thisnbw, that all that | have stands at the surrepdert.
If my Redeemer wants it, He shall have it. If Satants it he shall not have a penny of it. If thire
anything that is asked of me that will not conttéto good morals—that will not contribute to the
motion of that which is right in the sight of God-withhold it. But if there is anything that is for
Christ’s glory and for the good of men, then, asltord shall help me, it shall be given freely, aod
be begrudged as if it were a tax. It shall be nygod my delight to devote all that | am, and hdttl
have, to Him who bought me with His precious bléod.

Now, brothers and sisters, you that profess taChestians, come, stand right square out, and
acknowledge yourselves wholly and altogether thellse—

“Tis done! the great transaction’s done;
| am my Lord’s, and He is mine.”

“My house is His, and my all is His. Whether | live die—whether | work or suffer, all that | amdan
all that | have, shall be forever my Lord’s.” Thésto enter into peace, this indeed is to be cbhaliv-
ered from the power of Satan, this is to be thallsofree man, and what remains but with joyful foot
steps to go onward toward Canaan, shod with shioiesnoand brass, fed with heavenly bread, guarded
by the Lord Himself, guided by His fiery-cloudy lpil, enjoying all things in Him, and finding Him in
all things? This is to be a Christian of the trudes. The Lord make you so by faith in His dear!Son
Amen and Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—SELECTIONS FROM THE EIGHTH
AND TENTH CHAPTERS OF EXODUS.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—645, 656, 658.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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