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“And He that sat upon the throne said, Behold, | ka all things new.”
Revelation 21:5.

HOW pleased we are with that which is new! Ouldren’s eyes sparkle when we talk of giving
them a toy or a book which is called new, for doors-lived human nature loves that which has lately
come, and is therefore like our own fleeting selMaghis respect, we are all children, for we ebge
demand the news of the day, and are all too aptigh after the “many inventions” of the hour. The
Athenians who spent their time in telling and hegrsome new thing, were by no means singular per-
sons, novelty still fascinates the crowd. As theldie poet says—

“All with one consent praise new-born gawds,”
| should not wonder, therefore, if the mere woréisng text should sound like a pleasant song in your
ears, but I am thankful that their deeper mearsrgyen more joyful. The newness which Jesus birggs
bright, clear, heavenly, enduring. We are at thsmant especially ready fa new year The most of
men have grown weary with the old cry of depresgibtrade and hard times, we are glad to escape
from what has been to many twelve months of gmeat The last year had become wheezy, croaking,
and decrepit, in its old age, and we lay it ashép a psalm of judgment and mercy. We hope thiat th
new-born year will not be worse than its predecessad we pray that it may be a great deal befter.
any rate, it is new, and we are encouraged to eowfih it the idea of happiness, as we say one{o a
other, “I wish you a happy New Year."—

“Ring out the old, ring in the new;

Ring, happy bells, across the snow!

The year is going, let him go;

Ring out the false, ring in the true.”

Weought not, as men in Christ Jesus, to be carriesydwy a childish love of novelty, for we wor-
ship a God who is always the same, and of whoses yeare is no end. In some matters, “the old is be
ter.” There are certain things which are alreadytraty new, that to change them for anything else
would be to lose old gold for new dross. The old, gospel is the newest thing in the world, inviesy
essence it is forever good news. In the things @d e old is always new, and if any man brings for
ward that which seems to be new doctrine and neth,tit is soon perceived that the new dogma ig onl
worn-out heresy dexterously repaired, and the d@igoin theology is the digging up of a carcassref
ror which had been better left to rot in oblividn.the great matter of truth and godliness, we safgly
say, “There is nothing new under the sun.”

Yet, as | have already said, there has been sb ewitabout ourselves and our old nature, so much
sin about our life and the old past, so much mefcabout our surroundings and the old temptations,
that we are not distressed by the belief that bidgs are passing away. Hope springs up at the firs
sound of such words as these from the lips of m@&nrand reigning Lord, “Behold, | make all things
new.” It is fit that things so outworn and defilsdould be laid aside, and better things fill the#rces.

This is the first day of a new year, and therefosolemnly joyous day. Though there is no real dif
ference between it and any other day, yet in omdrand thought it is a marked period, which we reéga
as one of the milestones set up on the highwayiofife. It is only in imagination that there isyaolose
of one year and beginning of another, and yet st inast fitly all the force of a great fact. Whenme
“cross the line,” they find no visible mark, theadagears no trace of an equatorial belt, and yeinerar
know whereabouts they are, and they take notice € that a man can hardly cross the line forfittsé
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time without remembering it to the day of his dedtle are crossing the line now. We have sailed into
the year of grace 1885; therefore let us keep st fg#to the Lord. If Jesus has not made us newadyjre
let the new year cause us to think about the gnedtneedful change of conversion, and if our Laad h
begun to make us new, and we have somewhat enidcethe new world where dwells righteousness,
let us be persuaded by the season to press fomtarthe center of His new creation, that we magl fe
to the full all the power of His grace.

The words He speaks to us tonight are truly divinsten—“Behold,| make.” Who is the great 1?
Who, but the eternal Son of God? “Beholanake.” Who can make but God, the Maker of heaven and
earth? It is His high prerogative to make and tstrdg. “Behold, Imake all things.”"What a range of
creating power is here! Nothing stands outsidenat all-surrounding circle. “Behold, | make allngs
new.” What a splendor of almighty goodness shines oahwgur souls! Lord, let us enter into this new
universe of Yours. Let us be new-created with thléthings.” In us also may men behold the marvels
of Your renewing love.

Let us now, at the portal of the New Year, sirfgymn to Jesus, as we hear these encouraging words
which He speaks from His throne. O Lord, we woupbice and be glad forever in that which You do
create. The former troubles are forgotten, anchatdrom our eyes because of Your ancient promise—
“Behold, | create new heavens and a new earthttadéormer shall not be remembered, nor come into
mind” (Isa 65:17).

| am going to talk tonight for a little updhe great transformatiospoken of in the text, “I make all
things new,” and then updhe earnest calin the text to consider that transformation, “Hatthat upon
the throne saidBehold’: attend, consider, look to it!” “Behold, | make #lings new.” Oh for a bedew-
ing of the Holy Spirit while entering upon this the! | would that our fleece might now be so wet as
never to become dry throughout the whole year. @hafhorn of oil to be poured on the head of the
young year, anointing it for the constant servitthe Lord!

|. Briefly, then, here is one of the grandest trutiet ever fell from the lips of Jesus—“Behold, |
make all things new.” Let us gaze upon THE GREATANSFORMATION.

This renewing work has been in our Lord’s handsifiof old. We were under the old covenant, and
our first father and federal head, Adam, had broltet covenant, and we were ruined by his fatal
breach. The substance of the old covenant wasismwitee—"If you will keep My command you shall
live, and your posterity shall live, but if you dh@at of the tree which | have forbidden you, dyigou
shall die, and all your posterity in youlhis is where we were found, broken in pieces,|gaveunded,
and even slain by the tremendous fall which destildyoth our Paradise and ourselves. We died in Ad-
am as to spiritual life, and our death revealeelfit® an inward tendency to evil which reignedoiar
members. We were like Ezekiel's deserted infantuaaislled and unwashed, left in our pollution to die,
but the Son of God passed by and saw us in theéngssaof our ruin. In His wondrous love our Lord
Jesus put us undarnew covenant covenant of which He became the second Adaray@nant which
ran on this wise—*“If you shall render perfect oleedie and vindicate My justice, then those who rare i
you shall not perish, but they shall live because lve.” Now, our Lord Jesus, our Surety and Cove-
nant Head, has fulfilled His portion of the covenangagement, and the compact stands as a bond of
pure promise without condition or risk. Those whe participants in that covenant cannot invalidgte
for it never did depend upon them, but only upomkitho was and is their federal head and representa-
tive before God. Of Jesus the demand was made armddilit. By Him man’s side of the covenant was
undertaken and fulfilled, and now no condition remait is solely made up of promises which are un-
conditional and sure to all the seed. Today beleage not under the covenant of, “If you do thosiy
shall live,” but under that new covenant which sdy&eir sins and their iniquities will | remembeo
more.” It is not, now “Do and live,” but “Live ando,” we think not of merit and reward, but of free
grace producing holy practice as the result ofilgide. What law could not do, grace has accomptishe

We ought never to forget this bottom of everythitigs making of all things new by the fashioning
of a new covenant, so that we have come out frodeuthe bondage of the law and the ruin of the fall
and we have entered upon the liberty of Chrisg axtceptance with God, and into the boundlessfoy o
being saved in the Lord with an everlasting sabrgtso that we “shall not be ashamed nor confounded
world without end.” You young people, as soon as koow the Lord | exhort you to study well that
word, “covenant.” It is a key word opening the sees of revelation. He that rightly understands th
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difference between the two covenants has the fdiomaf sound theology laid in his mind. This i®th
clue of many a maze, the open sesame of many amyst make all things new,” begins with the
bringing in of a better hope by virtue of a bettevenant.

The foundation being made new, the Lord JesussChas set before wwsnew way of lifewhich
grows out of that covenant. The old way of life wds you will enter into life, keep the command-
ments.” There they are, perfect, and holy, and arstl good, but alas, dear friends, you and | awe
ken the commandments. We dare not say that wekeptdhe ten commands from our youth up, on the
contrary, we are compelled by our consciences mdess that in spirit and in heart, if not in acg have
continually broken the law of God, and we are tf@eeunder sin and condemnation, and there is no
hope for us by the works of the law. For this read® gospel sets before us another way, and 4ays,
is of faith, that it might be by grace.” “Believa ¢the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be savelkeid-
fore we read of being “justified by faith,” and hgimade acceptable to God by faith. To be “justifie
means being made really just, though we were guiltgurselves we are regarded as just by virtue of
what the Lord Jesus Christ has done for us. Thutellvto condemnation through another, and we ris
into justification through another. It is writtefBy His knowledge shall My righteous servant jugtif
many; for He shall bear their iniquities,” and tlsisripture is fulfilled in all those who believe ihe
Lord Jesus unto eternal life. Our path to etertatygs the road of faith—"The just shall live bgith.”

We are “accepted in the Beloved” when we believeim whom God has set forth to be our righteous-
ness. “By the deeds of the law there shall no fleshustified in His sight,” but we are “justifiddeely
by His grace through the redemption that is in &hlesus.”

What a blessing it is for you and for me that 3dsas made all things new in that respect! | ard gla
that | have not to stand here and say, “My deardnsalo this and do that, and you will be saved;” b
cause you would not do as you were commanded diar iyature is weak and wicked. But | have to bid
you—

“Lay your deadly doing down, down at Jesus’ feet!

Stand in Him, in Him alone, gloriously complete.”
| trust you will accept this most gracious and &hlg¢ way of salvation. It is most glorious to Gowla
safe to you, do not neglect so great a salvaidier you have believed unto life you will go and dll
manner of holy deeds as the result of your new bte do not attempt them with the view of earning
life. Prompted no longer by the servile and selfistitive of saving yourself, but by gratitude foe ttact
that you are saved, you will rise to virtue ancetholiness. Faith has brought us into the possessio
an indefeasible salvation, and now for the lovebgar our Savior, we must obey Him and become
“zealous for good works.”

By grace every believer is brought irgmew relationshipvith God. Let us rejoice in this, “You are
no more a servant but a son, and if a son, thelmeanof God through Christ.” Oh you who are now
children, you were servants a little while ago! ®oofl you, my hearers, are servants now, and as serv
ants | would bid you expect your wages. Alas, ysenvice has been no service, but a rebellion, find i
you get no more wages than you deserve you witids¢ away forever. You ought to be thankful to God
that He has not yet recompensed you—that He hadeatt with you after your sins, nor rewarded you
according to your iniquities. Do you not also knowu servants, what is likely to happen to you as
servants? What do you yourself do with a bad s¢Pv&ou say to him, “There are your wages, go.” “A
servant abides not in the house forever.” You, td, be driven out of your religious professiondan
your period of probation, and where will you go7%Milderness of destruction lies before you. Oh tha
you may not be left to wander with Ishmael, the ebthe bondwoman!

“Behold, | make all things new,” says Jesus, drahtHe makes His people into sons. When we are
made sons do we work for wages? We have no desienl present payment, for our Father says to us,
“Son, you are always with Me, and all that | hase/ours,” and moreover, we have the inheritance in
reversion, entailed by the covenant. We cannot ddntle servile wage because we have already all
that our Father possesses. He has given us HimselHis all-sufficiency for our everlasting portjon
what more can we desire? He will never drive usfigis house. Never has our great Father disowned
one of His sons. It cannot be, His loving heatb® much bound up in His own adopted ones. That nea
and dear relationship which is manifested in adwoptnd regeneration, binds the child of God to the
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great Father’s heart in such a way that He willanesast him off, nor suffer him to perish. | repin
the fact that we are no longer bond slaves but.s8ehold,” says Christ, “I make all things new.”

There has also been worked in us by the workeHably Spirita new life,with all the new feelings,
new desires, and new works which go with it. Theetis made new, and the fruits are new in conse-
guence. That same Spirit of God who taught uswatvere ruined in our old estate, led us gently by
the hand till we came to the New Covenant promigelaoked to Jesus, and saw in Him the full atone-
ment for sin. Happy discovery for us, it was thedting of new life in us. From the moment that we
trusted in Jesus, a new life darted into our sdirm not going to say which is first, the newtHniror
faith, or repentance. Nobody can tell which spoka wheel moves first, it moves as a whole. The mo-
ment the divine life comes into the heart we ba&jahe moment we believe the eternal life is théfe.
repent because we believe, and believe while wente@he life that we live in the flesh is no longe
according to the lusts of the world, but we livefaith in the Son of God, who loved us and gave Him
self for us. Our spiritual life is a new-born thjrige creation of the Spirit of life. We have, aiucse,
that natural life which is sustained by food, andlenced by our breath, but there is another lifigiw
which is not seen of men, nor fed by the provisiohgarth. We are conscious of having been quick-
ened, for we were dead once, and we know it, but we have passed from death into life, and we
know it quite as certainly. A new and higher motsveays us now, for we seek not self but God. Anoth-
er hand grasps the tiller and steers our ship mewa course. New desires are felt which we were
strangers to in our former state. New fears aréhtyigiithin us—holy fears which once we would have
ridiculed. New hopes are in us, bright and surehsas we did not even desire to know when we laved
mere carnal life. We are not what we were, we &, rand have begun a new career. We are not what
we shall be, but assuredly we are not what we tsdek. As for myself, my consciousness of being a
new man in Christ Jesus is often as sharp and asispy consciousness of being in existence. | khow
am not only and solely what | was by my first bjrtHeel within myself another life—a second and a
higher vitality which has often to contend with foyver self, and by that very contention makes me
conscious of its existence. This new principlefism day to day, gathering strength, and winning th
victory. It has its hand upon the throat of the sildful nature, and it shall eventually trampléké dust
beneath its feet. | feel this within me, don’t yg&Aoud voice, “Yes! Yes!"|Since you feel this, | know
you can say tonight that Jesus Christ, who sitherthrone, makes all things new. Blessed be Hiszena
[Several voices, “Amen.”Jt needed the Lord Himself to make such as wename. None but a Savior
on the throne could accomplish it, and thereforéilen have the glory for it.

| believe that Jesus Christ has in some of youonbt made you new, buhade everything new to
you “Ah,” said one, when she was converted, “eitliner world is greatly altered, or else | am.” Why,
either, you and | are turned upside down in natarehe world is. We used to think it a wise world
once, but how foolish we think it now! We usedhok it a brave happy world that showed us real hap
piness, but we are no longer deceived, we have dagiame Bubble’s painted face in its true deformi-
ty. “The world is crucified unto me,” said Paul,damany of you can say the same. It is like a con-
demned criminal hung up to die. Meanwhile, theneadove lost, for the world thinks much the sarfe o
us, and therein we can sympathize with Paul whesdm, “I am crucified unto the world.” What a
transformation grace makes in all things within bitle world! In our heart there is a new heavern a
new earth. What a change in our joys! Ah, we bliosthink what our joys used to be, but they arevhea
enly now. We are equally ashamed of our hates angrejudices, but these have vanished once for all
Why, now we love the very things we once despised, our heart flies as with wings after that which
once it detested. What a different Bible we havwe'!mlessed book, it is just the same, but oh, hdw d
ferently do we read it. The mercy seat, what aedéffit place it is now! Our wretched formal prayérs,
we did offer them—what a mockery they were! But neevdraw near to God and speak with our Father
with delight. We have access to Him by the new landg way. The house of God, how different it is
from what it used to be! We love to be found withighwalls, and we feel delighted to join in thaiges
of the Lord. | do not know that | admire brethrem €alling out in the service as our friends didtju
now, but | certainly do not blame them. A persoaddhhands with me one day this week, who does not
often hear me preach, and he expressed to me ha@inded delight in listening to the doctrine of the
grace of God, and he added, “Surely your peoplet Imisnade of stone.” “Why?” | asked. “Why!” He
replied, “If they were not they would all get updashout, ‘Hallelujah,” when you are preaching sach
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glorious gospel. | wanted to shout badly on Sundayning, but as everybody else was quiet, | held my
tongue.” For which | thought he was a wise man,yatitl do not wonder if men who have tasted of the
grace of God, and feel that the Lord has done gh&ags for them, whereof they are glad, feel likg-
ing out for joy. Let us have a little indulgenceanigght. Now, you that feel that you must cry alowd f
joy, join with me and cry, “Hallelujah[A great number of voices cried, “Hallelujah!"Hallelujah, glo-
ry be to our Redeemer’s name. Why should we ntiifour voices in His praise? We will. He has put
a new song into our mouths, and we must sing i& Mlountains and the hills break forth before us int
singing, and we cannot be mute. Praise is our emerdelight; let us baptize the New Year into acea
it. In praise we will vie with angels and archarsgébr they are not as indebted to grace as we are—
“Never did angels taste above
Redeeming grace and dying love.”
But we have tasted these precious things, and@atbwe will lift up our loudest song forever and-fo
ever.

The process which we have roughly described asgaiace in ourselves is in other forms going on
in the world. The whole creation is travailing, @the is groaning, providence is working, gracstisv-
ing, and all for one end—the bringing forth of th@w and better age. It is coming. It is coming. Mot
vain did John write, “And | saw a new heaven amew earth: for the first heaven and the first earth
were passed away; and there was no more sea. Aolnl saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bridenad for her husband. And | heard a great voice
out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of Gadth men, and He will dwell with them, and they
shall be His people, and God Himself shall be \th#m, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes; and there shall be no meathd neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shalté¢hee
any more pain: for the former things are passedyatyad He that sat upon the throne said, Behold, |
make all things new. And He said unto me, Write: tfiese words are true and faithful.” What a pro-
spect does all this open up to the believer! Oturtuis glorious, let not our present be gloomy.

Il. But now, in the text there is AN EARNEST CALL fos tio consider this work of our Lord. He
that sits on the throne say8ehold, | make all things new.” Why should He call upontadehold it?

All His works deserve study, “The works of the Lanek great, sought out of all them that have pleasu
therein.” Whatsoever the Lord does is full of wisdoand the wise will search into it. But when the
Lord Himself sets up a light, and calls us to paasel look, we cannot help beholding.

| think that the Lord Jesus Christ especiallysals to consider this, that we may, according to ou
condition, derive profit from it.

First, if the Lord Jesus makes all things newnth@ew birth is possibl® you, dear friend, though
you have come here tonight in a wrong state oftheath your sins upon you, binding you fast. There
enough of light in your soul for you to know thaiuware in darkness, and you are saying to yourself,
“Oh, that | could reach to better things! | heantibese people of God cry, ‘Hallelujah!” at whatrSh
has done for them. Can He do the same for me?értlidie that sits on the throne says in infinite-con
descension to you upon the dunghill, “Behold, | mal things new.” There is nothing so old that He
cannot make it new—nothing so fixed and habitual tHe cannot change it. Do you not know dear
heart that the Spirit of God has regenerated menwanmen quite as far gone as you are? They have
been as deeply sunken in sin, and as hardeneduitydseever you can be, and they thought themselves
given up to despair, as you think yourself to bet, the Spirit of God carried out the will of therdo
Christ and made them new. Why should He not nyakmew? Let every thief know that the dying thief
entered heaven by faith in Jesus. Let everyonentimbeen a great transgressor, remember how Manas-
seh received a new heart, and repented of higdeeills. Let everyone who has left the paths of ypurit
remember how the woman that was a sinner loved pnhedtause much had been forgiven her. | cannot
doubt the possibility of your salvation, my deaeifid, whenever | think of my own. A more determined
obstinate rebel than | could scarce have beend@sill was, and under holy restraint as | wassso a
be kept from gross, outward sin, | had a poweriner nature which would not tolerate control. bg&
hard and kicked against the pricks. | labored to lheaven by self-righteousness, and this is asareal
rebellion as open sin. But, oh, the grace of Gaay it can tame us! How it can turn us! With no dut
bridle, but with a blessed suavity of tenderneistyrns us according to its pleasure. O anxious tne
can turn you! | want, then, to drop into your eandanay the Spirit of God drop into your heart—this
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word, you may be born again. The Lord can workdiced change in you. He that sits on the throne can
do for you what you cannot do for yourself, andHg&smade you once, and you became marred by sin,
He can make you new, for He says, “Behold, | mdkiiggs new.”

Furthermore, you will say to me, “I desire to leadew life.” To do this you must be new yourself,
for as the man is, so his life will be. If you leathe fountain foul the streams cannot be pureeiReh
must begin with the heart. Dear friend, the Lorslu$eChrist is able to make your life entirely néve
have seen many transformed into new parents andchiggven. Friends have said in wonder, “What a
change in John! What an alteration in Ellen!” Wevdhdeen men become new husbands, and women
become new wives. They are the same persons, amibtyhe same. Grace works a very deep, striking,
and lasting change. Ask those who have had tovtle converted people whether the transformation
has not been marvelous. Christ makes new servaes masters, new friends, new brothers, and new
sisters. The Lord can so change us that we shaltesly know ourselves. | mean He can thus change
you who now despair of yourselves. O dear hedrésetis no absolute necessity that you should away
go downward in evil till you descend to hell. Thésea hand that can give you gravitation in thempp
site direction. It would be an amazing thing if d@a when it is in its full descent should be mtxle
leap upwards, and the St. Lawrence and the seddshegin to climb backward to the lakes. Yet God
could do even that, and so He can reverse the eadrgour fallen nature, and make you act as a new
man. He can stay the tide of your raging passi@¢céh make you, who were like a devil, become as an
angel of God, for thus He speaks from the thronélisf eternal majesty, “Behold, | make all things
new.” Come and lay yourself down at His feet arklldsn to make you new. | beseech you, do this at
once!

“Well, | am going to mend myself,” says one. “Meataken the pledge, and | am going to be honest,
and chaste, and religious.” This is commendablelvasgy, but what will come of it? You will break
your resolutions, and be no better by your atterapteform. | expect that if you go into the bussef
mending yourself, you will be like the man who had old gun, and took it to the gunsmith, and the
gunsmith said, “Well, this would make a very goashgf it had a new stock, and a new lock, and a new
barrel.” So you would make a very good man by megdif you had a new heart, and a new life, and
were made new all over, so that there was not afltite old stuff left. It will be a great deal eas de-
pend upon it, even for God to make you new, thaménd you, for the fact is that “the carnal mind is
enmity against God,” and is not reconciled to Gualther, indeed, can be, so that mending will reot b
the answer, you must be made anew. “You must be dgain.” What is needed is that you should be
made a new creature in Christ Jesus. You must && aed buried with Christ, and risen again in Him,
and then all will be well, for He will have madé tlings new. | pray God to bless these feeble wafd
mine for the helping of some of His chosen outhef darkness of their fears.

But now, beloved, farther than this, there arédcéin of God who need this text, “Behold, | makie al
things new,” whose sigh is that they so soon graahd weary in the ways of God, and thereforg the
needdaily renewing A brother said to me some time ago, “Dear dweduently grow very sleepy in my
walk with God. | seem to lose the freshness ddnt] especially by about Saturday | get | hardlyvkno
where, but,” he added, “as for you, whenever | lyear, you seem to be all alive and full of freskeren
gy.” “Ah, my dear brother,” | said, “that is becaugou do not know much about me.” That was all |
was able to say just then. | thank God for keepnggnear Himself, but | am as weak, and stale, aad u
profitable as any of you. | say this with very grehame—shame for myself, and shame for the brother
who led me to make the confession. We are both gvrdéfith all our fresh springs in God, we ought to
be always full of new life. Our love to Christ ough be every minute as if it were new-born. Oualze
for God ought to be as fresh as if we had just hdgudelight in Him. “Yes, but it is not,” says qre:d
| am sorry | cannot contradict him. After a few rima vigorous young Christian will begin to cool
down, and those who have been long in the waysoof fihd that final perseverance must be a miracle
if ever it is to be accomplished, for naturallyyhe&e and faint.

Well, now, dear friends, why do you and | ever gfate and flat? Why do we sing—

“Dear Lord, and shall we always live
At this poor dying rate”?

Why do we have to cry—
“In vain we tune our formal songs,
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In vain we strive to rise;

Hosannas languish on our tongues,

And our devotion dies™?
Why, it is because we get away from Him who saigHhold, | make all things new.” The straight way
to a perpetual newness and freshness of holy yseuthgo to Christ again, just as we did at thst fir

A better thing still is never to leave Him, butsiand forever at the foot of the cross delightiogr-
self in His all-sufficient sacrifice. They that adl of the joy of the Lord never find life grow emry.
They that walk in the light of His countenance sary of the Lord Jesus, “You have the dew of Your
youth,” and that dew falls upon those who dwellhwitim. Oh, | am sure that if we kept up perpetual
communion with Him, we would keep up a perpetuadasn of delights—

“Immortal joys come streaming down,

Joys, like His griefs, immense, unknown;”
but these joys only come from Him. We shall be ypurwe keep with the always young and fresh Be-
loved, whose locks are bushy and black as a radersays, and He performs the saying, “Behold, |
make all things new.”

He can make that next sermon of yours, my deahéraninister, quite new and interesting. He can
make that prayer meeting no longer a dreary afifait,quite a new thing to you and all the peoplg. M
dear sister, next time you go to your class, youy feal as if you had only just begun teaching. Ywoll
not be at all tired of your godly work, but lovebgetter than ever. And you, my dear brother, atctire
ner of the street where you are often interruppedhaps, with foul language, you will feel that yeme
pleased with your position of self-denial. Gettmegar to Christ, you will partake in His joy, anéthoy
shall be your strength, your freshness, the newoegsur life. God grant us to drink of the eternal
founts that we may forever overflow.

And further, dear friends, there may be some dbhdd of God here who is conscious that he lives
on a very low platform of spiritual life, and hedws that the Lord can raise him @aonew condition
Numbers of Christians seem to live in the marsiheays. If you go through the valleys of Switzerland
you will find yourself get feverish and heavy inirep and you will see many idiots, persons witle th
goiter, and people greatly afflicted. Climb theesdf the hills, ascend into the Alps, and you wdt
meet with that kind of thing in the pure fresh &fiany Christians are of the sickly-valley breed. Dat
they could get up to the high mountains, and kengtr

| want to say to such, if you have been all yai@time in bondage, you need not remain there any
longer, for there is in Jesus the power to makéhatigs new, and to lift you into new delightswil
seem to be a dead lift to you, but it is within goaver of that pierced hand to lift you right ofitdoubt,
and fear, and despondency, and spiritual lethaagg, weakness, and just to make you now, from this
day forward, “strong in the Lord, and in the powéHis might.”

Now breathe a silent prayer dear brother, detersi® Him who makes all things new. “Lord, make
Your poor, spiritually sick child to be strong ipistual health.” Oh, what a blessing it would b f
some workers if God would make them strong! All theirch would be the better because of the way in
which the Lord would help them to do their work. YW&hould some of you be living at a penny a day
and starving yourselves, when Your Father woul@ giou to live like princes of the blood royal ifyo
would but trust Him? | am persuaded that the mbésiscare beggars when we might be millionaires in
spiritual things. And here is our strength formgsito a nobler state of mind, “Behold | make aihgs
new.”

Another application of this truth will be this—“Qsays one, “I do not know what to make of my-
self. I have had a weary time of late. Everythiegras to have gone wrong with me. My family causes
me great anxiety. My business is a thorny mazeoMy health is precarious. | dread this year. In, fac
dread everything.” We will not go on with that lamtation, but we will hear the cheering word—
“Behold, | make all things new.” The Lord, in answe believing prayer, and especially in answea to
full resignation to His will, is able to malal providential surroundings new for youhave known the
Lord on a sudden to turn darkness into light, aie taway the sackcloth and the ashes from His dear
children, for “He does not afflict willingly, norrggve the children of men.” Sometimes all this was
mere discontent, and when the child of God getst tigmself, these imaginary troubles vanish like th
mist of the morning, but when they are real troab{@od can as easily change your condition, dalt ch
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of God, as He can turn His hand. He can make yatshhand ungodly husband to become gentle and
gracious. He can bring your children to bow atfdraily altar, and to rejoice with you in Christ. ldan
cause Your business to prosper, or if He does adhat, He can strengthen your back to bear the bur
den of your daily cross. Oh, it is wonderful hovifelient a thing becomes when it is taken to God. Bu
you want to make it all new yourself, and you faetd you worry, and you tease, and you trouble, and
you make a burden of yourself. Why not leave tlifatamd in humble prayer take the matter to thedl.or
and say, “Lord, appear for me, for You have saidnake all things new.” Make my circumstances
new”? He is certainly able to turn your captivity lde turns the sun when it has reached the southern
tropic.

Come, there is one more application, and thadtasthe Lord can convert those dear friends about
whose souls you have been so anxidie Lord who makes all things new can hear yoaygrs. One
of the first prayers that | heard tonight in theyer meeting was by a dear brother that God woane s
his relatives. Then another with great tenderneggegl for his children. | knew it came from an achi
heart. Some of you have heart-breakers at home;theayord breakheir hearts. You have grievous
trouble because you hear the dearest that youltlaspheming the God you love. You know that they
are Sabbath-breakers, and utterly godless, andrgmble for their eternal fate. Certain personeratt
this Tabernacle—I do not see them tonight—but | €&y of them that | never enter this pulpit without
looking to their pews to see whether they are theme breathing my heart to God for them. | forget
great many of you who are saved, but | always fowayhem And they will be brought in; | feel sure,
but, oh, that it may be this year! | liked what @ther said at the church meeting on Monday night,
when his brother was introduced to the church. ¢Abre he sits). | asked about his brother’s conver
sion, and | said, “I suppose you were surprisese® him converted.” He said, “I should have beay ve
much surprised if he had not been.” “But why, marderother,” | asked, “Because | asked the Lord to
convert him, and | kept on praying that he mightcbaverted, and | should have been very much sur-
prised if he had not been.” That is the right sdrtaith. | should be very much surprised if sonfigy@u
that come here, time after time, are not converfed: shall be, blessed be God. We will give Him no
rest until He hears us. But come! Are we to be ipigajor you, and you not praying for yourselves? Do
you not agree with our prayers? Oh, | trust you niBayt, even if you do not, we will pray for you,dii
we were sure that you opposed our intercessiomswane even angry with them, we would pray all the
more, for we mean to have you won for Jesus, bygthee of God, and you may as well come soon as
late. We are bound to have you in the church ceigsyour faith in Jesus. We will never let you go,
neither will we cease from our persistent prayarsl we get an answer from the throne, and see you
saved. Oh that you would yield on this first nigiitthe year to Him who can make new creatures of
you. God grant you may!

The Lord answer our prayer now, for Jesus’ sakewk seek the salvation of every hearer and every
reader of this sermon. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 103.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—183, 1,035, 208.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574_Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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