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“LORD, You have heard the desire of the humble: Ywul prepare
their heart, You will cause Your ear to hear.”
Psalm 10:17.

NOTICE at the outset the logic of this verse. Ivesy simple, very forcible, very accurate logic. |
runs thus, “You have,” “You will.” “Lord,You haveheard the desire of the humbMou will prepare
their heart.” When you know that the Lord God isriotable, “the same yesterday, today, and forever,”
you may conclude without mistake that what He haisedHe is prepared to do again. The argument
from the past to the future would be a sorry ongif were dealing with fallible man, for what maash
done is no sure guarantee of what he may do. ldedls a creature of freaks and whims, but when you
have to deal with the Eternal God, who is faitt#€ntl true, and changes not, you may reckon withysafe
that the thing which has been is the thing whichlldhe. Well did the apostle say, “Who delivered us
from so great a death, and does deliver: in whontrugt that He will yet deliver us.”

On looking at the text again you will see that slaene blessed logic is carried a step fartherydar
read, “You will,” and then again, “You will,” “Yowvill prepare their heart, You will cause Your ear to
hear.” Faith first of all concludes that God wilebs because of former blessings, and then sloesigre
of her conclusion that upon it she is prepareduitdup a further confidence. This is a noble faitior-
thy of imitation, but it is by no means common—adbundredth part as common as it ought to be. To
doubtful minds it is difficult even to infer thetfire from a present fact immediately before thgese
but to the believing heart it is an easy thing tosdmething more than that, namely, to draw arr-infe
ence of hope from a former inference of hope. Haitiids a sure abode with invisible stones. She ex-
pects because she has experienced, and experighaeshe expects. Why not? Is not faith the sub-
stance of things hoped for, the evidence of thingsseen? Since that which we believe is sures it i
worthy to be the foundation of further faith. We aery fond of that verse—

“And a ‘new song’ is in my mouth,

To long-loved music set;

Glory to You for all the grace

| have not tasted yet.”
By such language we praise God for mercy not yatived, and our text suggests another practical use
of “things not seen as yet,” namely, to make thasnapprehended by our faith, the basis of a sghdr
confidence in God. This is to be built up on oursiriwoly faith. Rest assured that this is not camsing
castles in the air, for our faith is no delusiont I3 made of solid, substantial stuff, before ahéven
the supposed infallibilities of science are trifleght as air. Because our Good Shepherd has madte u
lie down in green pastures, we argue that thene isause for fear though we walk through the vatiey
death-shade, and from that we surely gather thadmggss and mercy shall follow us all the days of ou
lives. Such reasoning is as accurate as the derabast of geometry. The Lord will never leave as t
be ashamed of our hope. Learn this logic and it kei€p you in good stead in times of distress, when
nothing but certainty will sustain you. The Lordysod, and therefore He will be good, He will keleg
feet of His saints, and because He will do thisshall enter His palace with joy.

Apply this logic to prayer. God has answered pragad therefore He will answer it. Of this first
statement many of us are witnesses. The evideridbatdruth are with us in daily experience, weda
proofs of the power of prayer as innumerable assthes of heaven. Because the Lord has heard us out
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of His holy place we infer that He will still heas, and therefore as long as we live we will wé @abn
Him. This is no casual thing, but it is Jehovahéspetual name and standing memorial—the God that
hears prayer. Never while the earth endures wilfdigake the throne of grace and turn a deaf etreto
cries of His suppliant Israel.

The subject of this morning is thus introducedy¢n. It is necessary that you pray, for the needy
must cry to their helper, and it is profitable tlyau pray, for the bosoms of suppliants are fileth
benedictions. It is not a vain thing to wait upoadGit is your comfort, your strength, your lifé.ylou
seek honor it should be your delight to pray, fothing is more ennobling than to win the ear of the
Lord of all. A man admitted to audience with thed#bligh is honored in an unspeakable degree.

We shall speak this morning in the way of five eations drawn from our text. May each one be
made profitable to us by the power of the Holy Bpir

I. Our first observation is written upon the surfadethee Scripture before us—THE LOWLIEST
FORM OF PRAYER MAY BE MOST TRUE AND ACCEPTABLE. Andhat is that lowliest form of
prayer? Is it not described in the text? “The desirthe humble.” It is not the prayer of the seréaith
of Abraham, nor the wrestling of energetic Jacatr, the intercession of prevailing Moses, nor the
pleading of holy Samuel, nor the commanding crilgah shutting and opening heaven, it is only a de
sire—a motion of the heart towards good things, wetdhe Lord hears it. Indeed, the lowliest forin o
prayer may be the truest, for the essence of allmeyer is desire. Words are but the habitatiooray-
er, the living tenant is desire. We see from out tkat desires are prevailing prayers, for thedLbas
made a point of hearing them, “You have heard #srd of the humble.” Other forms of prayer may be
attractive to man, and yet they may have no intteewhatever with the living God, but this manner of
supplication has been successful from of old, eaiit is written—"He will fulfill the desire of tha
that fear Him,” and again, “The desire of the raghis shall be granted.” In fact, prayer is desiseour
poet puts it—

“Prayer is the soul’'s sincere desire,
Uttered or unexpressed;
The motion of a hidden fire,
That trembles in the breast.”
The lowest form of true prayer secures the eah®Highest, and what more is needed?

Observe, it is onla desire,“the desire of the humble.” A desire may be altbgetunattended by
speech. The suppliant may not be able to put lBgalento words at all. He may be too sorrowfuk hi
emotion may choke his utterances, he may be toet,gand so may be quite unversed in the use of
speech. He may be only able to pour forth groaas dhnnot be uttered, and tears whose eloquence is
silent, yet God is pleased to hear the desire whicks expression. Many prayers are very prettily e
pressed; in fact, they are expressed so grandtyttiba tawdry fineries will not be tolerated indwen.
Those prayers will never enter heaven’s gate whreghmeant to catch the applause of man. God will
say, “They were meant for men, and let men haventhele does not stoop to accept man’s leftovers,
and if a prayer is meant to be a feast for man, @®itidhot be a second-rate guest at its table. ki t
other hand, many sincere persons condemn themdabeasise they cannot offer public prayer as their
brethren do, they even tremble, perhaps, to préyrdé¢heir families, and this is a grief to thenthiink,
if they are men, they should prove their manhooaisrcoming such diffidence. | would urge them to
make the attempt with much resolution and persexeesaand should they fail in it through positiva-in
bility, there will be cause for regret, but no @agor self-condemnation. There may be more prayer
the silent than in the fluent. God has heard psaydrich nobody else could possibly have heard, be-
cause there was no vocal sound about them. So gutble ear of God that He hears that which is not
properly the subject of hearing, the true prayeictviabides in silence shall not meet with a sif@atl.

This desire may not be recommended by any cons@ttainments on the part of the offerer. The
man may reach far in his desire, but he may haaeatl to little beyond. He may have a wealth of de
sire and a poverty of everything else, and yet bhg be heard of the Lord. Possibly his confessiog ma
run thus—*I desire to be humble, but | lament mider | desire to be strong in faith, but | mourn my
unbelief; | desire to be fervent, but | sigh ovey lnkewarmness; | desire to be holy, but | confess
transgressions; | desire my prayer should be ssc8a@l can accept, but | fear that | waver, or ask
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amiss.” Now such a confession, if penitently présenwill not prevent our obtaining the promise; fo
the Lord has heard the desire of the humble. Ifrymeart seethes and boils with desires, the steam
thereof will rise to heaven. If your stock-in-tragemade up of empty vessels, and little else Ltbrel

can deal with you as He did with the prophet's widéwho had empty vessels not a few.” Your little
oil of grace He can multiply till every vessel iefd to the brim.

Have you desires?—qgreat, hungry, thirsty desiféssh bring them to the Lord. Are your desires as
insatiable as the horseleech, which is always sgghiut which always craves for more, crying always
“Give, give, give"? Then say with David, “All my dees are before You,” and be assured that the Lord
satisfies the desire of every living thing. Be contéd if your desires are awake. You are prayimgl, a
your cry is being heard, you shall yet say, “Thi®pman cried, and the Lord heard him.” Your desire
have voices of their own, they knock hard at heaveaor, and it shall be opened unto them.

Note again, that this desire may be unaccompdnyedny confident expectation. When you pray
you ought to believe the promise and expect itillfuent. It is the duty and the privilege of evesyp-
pliant to believe that when he prays in the naméestus he must and shall be heard. But sometimes hu
mility, which is a good thing, is attended by aklad faith, which is an evil thing, and this mucimdters
prayer. Humility is deceived by unbelief, and saiites way to the dark thought that its poor feeble
prayer will not speed with God. | fear that in socases this lack of expectancy is an effectualdraio
prayer, and prevents its being answered, butfdrgiven to naturally despondent, heavily-laderritgi
whose fears are not so much doubts of God as dydeemiliating judgment of themselves. It is not so
much the case that their faith is sinfully defeetas that they have a painfully acute sense of tven
unworthiness, and so when they cry they hope treat.brd will hear them, and they mean to wait upon
Him till He does, but they are sorely afraid. Theill go nowhere else, for they have no other hope b
that which lies in the free grace and sovereigncsnef God, but they do not exercise that happy expe
tancy which the sure promise warrants their engyMy brethren, | would chide your unbelief, but |
would still encourage your desires, for that desirech God hears is not to be despised. The tepd, sa
“Lord, You have heard the desire of the humble,d &éime Lord will yet hear your humble sighs and
groans, and you shall be surprised to find the ldwithg for you exceeding abundantly above what you
asked or even thought. May your faith grow exceglginbeing fed upon the heavenly food which the
Lord deals out to those who hunger and thirst aitgrteousness.

This leads me to observe, that this commencing fofr prayer which the Lord nevertheless hears, is
here further described &whe desire of the humble.Tt has this advantage about it, that it is fresrfr
pride. Some men’s prayers, if they were to prayntlas their foolish hearts really desire, would &e r
guests that they might be made famous. Startlevheh | say it—I fear that many men proudly ask to
be humble, they desire to be humble in order they tmhay be admired for it. | have no doubt whatever
that some professors seek great grace that theyomhighly thought of and greatly set by in the keéar
of the church. Have we not all found that in thehing stream of our earnest zeal there will be some
backwater, which runs not towards God but towamselves? Have we not even strived to win souls
that we might be notable as soul-winners? Yes,hawé we not sought to glorify God that we might
shine in the reflection of that glory? “Come wittepand see my zeal for the Lord,” has been the lan-
guage of many a Jehu. Oh, it is hard to keep adepThis psalm says much concerning the proud man
and the oppressor, whom God abhors, and will swislyin judgment, and then shines forth this htig
word, like a lone star in a dark night. Never wasrecious pearl found in a rougher oyster shellyMa
the Lord keep us humble if we are so, and makeunsble if we are not so. | believe every Christian
man has a choice between being humble and bein@pladnNow, to be humble is a sweet thing, there
is no lovelier spot on the road to the celestiy than the Valley of Humiliation; he that lives in
dwells among flowers and birds, and may sing all iang, like the shepherd boy whose song ran
thus—

“He that is down need fear no fall,
He that is low no pride;

He that is humble ever shall
Have God to be his guide.”
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If you do not choose to be humble you will havébéohumbled, and that is not at all a desirablegthin
To be humbled is to be sorely smitten and madaitiersshame in the estimation of your fellow men,
both ungodly and godly. Certain persons who haveechtheir heads very high have struck them
against the beam, and have had to go with bruiseghéads for the rest of their lives. God resisés t
proud, but gives grace to the humble. Therefore Gag help us to offer before Him, “the desire & th
humble.”

“The desire of the humble” is saturated with apgdspirit, and therefore is acceptable with thelGo
of all grace. Pride seems born of the law, thougbakrcely know why it should be, for the law ceesur
and condemns. Humility is the child of the gospeld is brought up upon the knees of grace. If you
would be a child of God you must be lowly in yowroesteem. If you would be heard in prayer you
must come to God as needy and empty. Low thoughtaiselves are the companions of prevailing
prayers. No man may expect to receive out of thiedss that is treasured up in Christ Jesus uatikh
willing to confess his own poverty. Grace for graa# be given only to those who feel need upondjee
all successful pleading must find their argumentrge grace. We must never urge claims against the
Lord as though He were our debtor, for then merdyywot deal with us, we have appealed unto the
Caesar of justice and unto Caesar we must go.4 . Baue done with merits and rewards, and let this b
our cry, “For Your mercy and for Your truth’s salesd for Your Son’s sake, hear You the voice of my
prayer.” This is the proper gospel spirit, but & wlead in any other fashion, we shall be sent aanay-
ty.

Still, this “desire of the humble” is apt to bems®what restricted and straitened. If we contract ou
desires to the measure of our deserving, theyshriilvel into nothing, for our deserts are less thath-
ing. Itis ill to pray according to your sense diat you have a right to ask. You have a legal riglask
for nothing but justice, and who among us can aliglaction apart from Jesus? “If You, Lord, should
mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?” You Haetter pray according to God’s command, and that
runs thus, “Open your mouth wide, and | will fill"i The truest humility is that which is immediatel
obedient to the gracious precept, and accepts utithpestion that which the Lord so freely gives. We
have a natural right to nothing, but when the Loodhmands us to open our mouth wide, He thereby
gives us a covenant right to all things. Yet, daathers and sisters, if your humility should crayoor
desire, if you feel as if you would desire a grgifttbut dare not, still it is a desire.

If you say, “I see the sweetness of the mercy,itos#ems too good for such a soul as mine,” yet |
spy at the back of your humility a true and stralegire, and | pray that the Lord may hear thatrdesi
and answer you for His mercy’s sake. Forget nat first truth—that what seems to be the lowliestrfo
of prayer is, nevertheless, true prayer.

II. Our second point is full of comfort to those whadédegun to pray. GOD IS QUICK TO HEAR
THE LOWLIEST PRAYER, “You have heard the desiretlbé humble.”This must be a divine sci-
ence—this art of hearing desires. We have heard a gtead lately about thought reading. | give no
opinion of that matter among men, but here is adedinl instance of it with the Lord. “You have hear
the desire of the humble.” This kind of desire-iagds the prerogative of God alone. He knows aair d
sires even when we do not know them ourselvesn®iih this Tabernacle you are desiring, but it is
quite impossible for the person sitting next to yoknow your wishes, and it is quite as well, @gs
that it is so. Certain it is that the servant ofdG&li himself, fresh from the shrine of the Mosigh,
could not read Hannah’s desires. Her lips were nwggvand one would think if anything could be
learned it might be from the moving of the lips.tHili thought her drunk, and therefore chattering t
herself, and so he rebuked her. Was it not a miercidannah that God heard her humble desire, and
knew all about it? Beloved, the Lord is reading rythoughts now. My dear sister, your groaning dut o
the very deeps has ascended to the heights. Yoldwotilike to tell your inward feelings, perhapsuy
secret is too painful to be told, never mind, Gaghis is so quick that He can hear your desires.d&fien
ful art! We would be very glad if the Lord had prged to hear us when we spebkt He has gone far
beyond that, He hears the unspeakable and unddeiMas there ever power and pity like this? Be
comforted, you that are full of desires this mogpiand are sitting here with hearts ready to break,
ing in your spirit, “Oh that the Lord would hear h@h that He would give me peace! Oh that the days
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of my mourning were ended! Oh, that | knew wheraight find Him that | might come even to His
seat!” Do not sink in despair, there is no reagomféar, your case is among the most hopeful, tfe i
the way of the Lord to hear the desire of the hanbl

It is an art which has been exercised by God iragks,He does not merely possess the power, but
He exercises it. | like my text for putting it ing past tense, “You have heard the desire of thebleu”

It is a matter of frequent fact, and not merelyoagible event. It is not the bare assertion ofvagopbut
the record of a deed. All along through history,evdver gracious men have lived, their hearts have
talked with God as well without words as with thehime pulsing of human spirits God has heard as
surely as if they had been loud as the beat ouendiThe sigh of the soul has come up before Him as
clearly as if it had been the note of a clarione Tord’s ear is never heavy; He is not weary offthee
bleness and faultiness of the poor man’s petit&iill. the Lord still hears in the day of troubleycathe
name of the God of Jacob defends us—

“When God inclines the heart to pray,

He has an ear to hear;

To Him there’s music in a groan,

And beauty in a tear.”

Today let this be toldf ought not to be buried in ungrateful silend¢gsimentioned in the text, let it
be mentioned in your conversation. If some hersgrehad the opportunity, we could tell you how God
has heard our desires, and how at times befordes$iee has actually been formed in the soul thevains
has come, according to that word, “Before they, dalill answer; and while they are yet speaking, |
will hear.” We had a desire laid upon our heartalhive never communicated to any living person ex-
cept the living God, and we carried that desireun heart for weeks and months, constantly allowvtng
to burn in our bosom, and frequently letting itdleut in groans and broken cries, and in due tore
sighing reached the heart of God. As surely as awe Isown in prayer we have in due season reaped a
harvest of blessing. Our Lord even in Gethsemane lveard in that He feared—sure pledge to all His
redeemed that they shall be heard in their howtaokness. Happy are they who dwell in God, for they
may have what they please at the mercy seatnt# ivritten, “Delight yourself also in the Lord, &ile
shall give you the desires of yours heart”? Hamitbeen so with you, O you who abide under thel-sha
ow of the Almighty? | charge you then, abundantlyutter the memory of His great goodness. Fail not
to tell your experience of the Lord’s faithfulnegs, God loses much glory, and poor sinners andtsai
too, lose much encouragement to pray when childfédod are silent about their success at the throne
of grace. Oh, | wish | could be the means of stgrsome this morning to pray the prayer of faithlevh
sitting here. You may say, “I will pray when | gegme.” You may do so, if you please, but | am uggin
you to something speedier. Remember the publitavgs in God’s house that he prayed, though he did
not dare to lift his eyes to heaven, yet He sighelis soul this prayer—“God, be merciful to meim s
ner,” and he went down to his house justified rathan the other. | do not ask you to withhold that
prayer till you reach home, would it not be a grémdg to be saved here, and to go home justifiéol?
shall have that unspeakable blessing now if yosirees a true one, and you pour it out at onceneef
the Lord believingly. He has heard the same manggj and is prepared to hear you in the same man-
ner. Why should not this first Sunday in Octoberab#ay of grace unto your souls? “Seek you the Lord
while He may be found; call you upon Him while Henear.” This is an accepted time; the Spirit of
God is near. If God is now inclining you to pray, bt resist the gentle movement of His Spirit, letit
your prayer come forth, encouraged by the sweefulage of my text. Say unto the prayer-hearing God,
“You have heard the desire of the humble. Why sth{du not hear my desire at this hour, and bless
me, even me also, O my Father?”

lIl. Thirdly, we will remark that THE HEART IS THE MAINMATTER IN PRAYER. That is
clearly shown in the text, “Lord, You have heard ttesire of the humble.” Desires are the fruithaf t
heart. “You will prepare their heart.” When God csro deal with men in a way of grace, His first
business is to prepare their hearts, so that nessiredly the state of the heart is of prime impaa
The heart is the source, the seat, and the essérsegplication. Prayer with the heart is the hexirt
prayer, the cry of our soul is the soul of our cry.
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Without the heart prayer is a wretched mockérgere is as much grace in the bark of a dog @r th
grunt of a swine as in a form of prayer if the héaabsent, and God is as likely, no, more likedyhear
the cry of ravens and young lions, than to regaayqrs uttered in chapels or churches, meetingdsous
or cathedrals, if the mind is not in earnest. Db say, “I read my collect this morning,” you mayade
fifty collects, and be none the better. Do not sawent through the prayer which | learned frorgad-
ly mother,” you may go through it twenty thousamdées, and yet never pray once. Unless the heart
speaks with God, you have done nothing for your gaad with all your paternosters or other goodly
words; no, you may have done something to your bwm in all this pretence of praying. | fear that
much so-called public prayer is nothing better theasumptuous sin. If your child should come to you
and ask a favor in an affected voice, would youceohim? If, instead of saying, “Dear father, | wan
such and such,” he should take up a book and irdoole words as these, “Dearly beloved father, ehav
to request of you that you in your great affectiat give unto me such and such things,” you wondd
regard his nonsense. You would say, “Come boy, wbatou want? Tell me plainly”; and if he contin-
ued to intone, you would drive him out of the rogmerhaps with the aid of your foot. | fear thaisthi
praying in sing-song is the most fearful mockeryd@wer hears. Fancy Peter, when he was beginning to
sink, intoning, “Lord, save me.” When the heartlsegets to speak with God, it cannot talk in afézt
tones, it throws such rubbish overboard. But camatan pray with his heart and yet use a written
prayer? Certainly he can. Many have done so forsyddyou cannot walk without your crutches, |
would sooner you walked with them than not atSiill, it is not the best words put together by thest
devout men that ever lived, nor the holiest languegmposed extemporaneously by you, that can make
up prayer if the heart is gone. Words are seldomerntitan the baggage of prayer. Language at best is
but the flesh in which prayer is embodied. The desf the heart is the life of the prayer. See {mu
your heart; for God sees to it, “You will prepaheir heart.” Sometimes the Lord puts words into 'sien
mouths. He says, “Take with you words, and come ie,” and thus He prepares words for their use,
but in general the main concern with God is thathlibart be prepared to plead with Him.

Without the heart prayer is a nullity, amdhen there is but little heart, prayer is a failutde that
prays with little desire asks God to refuse himydti go through your prayer, and your mind is wande
ing up and down about a thousand vanities, youirekeare feeble, and your supplication will accom-
plish little. Prayer must be fervent to be effettitamust be ardent to be acceptable. If the uaédure
of your prayer would not greatly grieve you, andsfsuccess would not much gratify you, then ddpen
upon it you will have to wait long at mercy’s widkeefore it will admit you. “The kingdom of heaven
suffers violence, and the violent take it by fotdeersistency is indispensable; our Lord has giusn
many parables to that effect. To play at prayint) méver do, heart and soul must be fully awake nim
sleepy prayer can enter heaven. We must praisenbaur whole heart, and we must pray in the same
manner. If double-minded man may not expect toivecanything of the Lord, neither may a half-
hearted man. Above all things, keep yours heatt alitdiligence if you would speed at the throne.

Success comes to the prayer of a glowing h&dhten the soul grows warm, and the spirit is fatye
and desires are strong, then, brother, do not gmaneprayers. We are not always in that conditien;
us pray much when we are. We are bound to prepaseloes for prayer, but | believe the best gualifi
cations are strong desires and intense longinggrijearation for food is equal to intense hungeu Y
have the best sauce with your meat when you argriautt will be your wisdom when your desires are
sharp to pray more than you ordinarily do. You adralways pray alike, but when good times come use
them. When a fair wind fills the sails of desifegnh make all possible headway. Set apart a loreger s
son for private devotion when the soul is all alared active in it. At another time you may haverto
very hard and make but small progress, for theichatheels may be taken off, let it not at suclnaget
be a source of regret that you wasted a happieose&ease not to obtain blessings beyond number
both for yourself, for the church, and for a penghworld, but take heed that your heart be foureht
ly exercised with longings of soul before God.

IV. Fourthly, GOD HIMSELF PREPARES THE HEARTS OF HIS®HLE. “You will prepare
their heart.” | am greatly rejoiced by this statetnidat God will prepare our hearts to pray, beeaus
a mostimportant business on which so much depends. On the heawhbé machinery of life de-
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pends, and it needs preparing, especially for dewolou cannot spring out of bed and on every occa
sion pray in a moment without thought or reflecti¥ou cannot say to yourself, “I have just beetehs

ing to ungodly talk, and now | am going to pray.Will be poor, pitiful praying which springs upofn

the barren soil of thoughtlessness. We need prigpara coming into the courts of the Lord’s house;
the soul needs to put off her shoes from off het beecause the place is holy. But this preparasiai-

ten addifficult as it is needful, and therefore it is a great méhnat our God undertakes to work it in us.
Surely none but the Lord can prepare a heart faygar One old writer says it is far harder workdise
the big bell into the steeple than to ring it aftaerds. This witness is true. When the bell is viareihg
you can ring it readily enough, but in that uptifiiof the heart lies the work and the labor. Beforesi-
cians begin to play, they attend to their stringd aee that their instruments are in order; younwhsit
the operation could be dispensed with, but it cabeoand it is one of the most needful parts efrtiu-
sician’s work. Until he has learned to tune higrimsient, what does he know? Until he has tuned it,
what can he do? | wish we were all made ready,msople prepared for the Lord.

These processes by which the heart is prepaiegd have commenced far ba€kur gracious God
may have prepared the heart of a man to pray tbglaywork which He worked upon him, or for him,
twenty years ago. The Lord may be working a matougp certain prayer by years of sorrow or joy. The
poet who composes a sonnet may not be able tpaielvhy the inspiration came to him at that particu
lar moment, for it may have been the outcome ofsbid throughout the whole of his life. That which
the songster threw into words today may have laddn in his soul from his boyhood. He was not pre-
pared for penning his stanzas then, but his ldtetrhined him to speak in numbers, and to claotbele
thoughts in the dress of attractive language. Sy imbbe with our prayers, they may be the juiceaof
life-vintage, the ripened harvest of youth and nuath In any case, God prepares the heart to bedules
when He is prepared to bless it.

One of the most difficult things in preparation forayer is theestraining of loose and wandering
thoughts | do not know how perfect brethren keep themsefvee from every evil thought, for | find
myself defeated often when | would shut out thakeimtruders. Honestly, | may express my belieftth
these carnal boasters have as many vain thouglathaspeople. The ravenous birds will come down
upon the sacrifice, even when Abraham offers itl icosts infinite pains to drive them away. Inling
thoughts surround us like a plague of flies, theyteere, and there, and everywhere. It is welledat
that God should prepare our hearts, for in thismwiat our weakness is complete. Egypt sufferethfro
a plague of flies, which all Pharaoh’s armies caudd drive away, but when the Lord heard the prayer
of Moses, it is said, “The Lord removed the swaoh8ies: there remained not one.” That was deliver
ance indeed; truly this was the finger of God. Whkien Lord comes to prepare His people’s hearts by
His Spirit, He chases away every wandering thougghthat there remains not one. The tradition sys
Solomon’s temple that though much meat was consuhed, and this naturally attracts flies, yet ¢her
was never a fly in the holy place. | wish it weeevgith our holy place! O that it might be so thdiem-
ever we pray all evil thoughts may be driven outisTis a miracle, and none can perform it but tbedL
our God. “You will prepare their heart.”

Next, the Lord prepares His people’s heartgivyng them a deep sense of what they wiakihow
your grief, and your temptation, and your misenyd @ahe crying out of your spirit under the lashés o
conscience, but all this is right, thus you ardrucded in the art and mystery of supplication. bidyp
cries to Christ as well as the man who is begintingjnk. Jonah’s cry in the whale’s belly was thest
intense prayer he ever prayed. When the iron em@ysyour soul, then you cry unto the Lord in your
trouble. A sentence of death in your own soul mighty quickener of supplication; when your spisit
overwhelmed with sorrow, then look up to Chrisg ®avior, and find Him to your soul’s, joy. Our de-
sires are apt to sleep, but when the Lord by HisitSpveals to us our spiritual poverty, we loraand
pine, and sigh for spiritual blessings.

When a man out of the anguish of his heart coesnercy, then he begins to search outlagcdold
upon the promisero bring the promise to remembrance is a path@fHoly Spirit's work; He takes of
the things of Christ and shows them to us. Oh, btegsedly a man can pray when he gets hold of a
promise, when he is sure that God has a blessistpnme for him, when he is positive that the Lasd i
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faithful to His covenant, and will not withhold ampod thing from him. The Lord also works in us
strong faith, holy perseverance, and high expegtaaed in all these ways He prepares our hearts to
pray.

Nor is this all, the text does not say that Goll anly prepare the heart to pray, but it says, Yo
will prepare the heart,” and this is a wider wamkaking ready for other matters besides prayer. He w
prepare the heart to receive the answer, for mang are not as yet ready to enjoy what God isy¢ad
bestow. Do you want anything which Jesus can goue?yGive your heart up to the Holy Spirit, that He
may prepare you to seek the blessing, and premaréoyreceive the blessing when the time comes for
the Lord to grant it. “You will prepare their heérhis is wonderful condescension on God’s pant] a
on our part we ought to feel the utmost encouragérmeprepare our own hearts for earnest supplica-
tion.

V. Lastly, PRAYER FROM PREPARED HEARTS MUST BE HEARDrxou will prepare their
heart; You will cause Your ear to hear.” | wish yaould join these two sentences together in your
minds, and carry them home with you. Let the twitslréng in harmony—*You will prepare their heart;
You will cause Your ear to hear.” Ring them oved aver again, and let their blended music linger in
your ears.

First,if God has had love enough to prepare your heaprtty, He has grace enough to give you the
blessing The more difficult thing of the two is not to githe blessing, but to prepare your heart to cry
for it. If He has done the one He will certainly tth@ other.

Considerthe truthfulness and the faithfulness, and the geed of Godand you will see that it is
not possible that He should teach a man to praw foessing which He will not give. | cannot imagin
any of you tantalizing your child by exciting innhia desire that you do not intend to gratify. laigery
ungenerous thing to offer alms to the poor, and,tisen they hold out their hand for it, to mockith
poverty with a denial. It were a cruel additiorthe miseries of the sick, if they were taken tohbepi-
tal and left there to die untended and uncared\ithhere God leads you to pray He means you to re-
ceive. You find a holy desire in your heart; thed.put that desire into your heart, and for thedvasf
His infinite majesty, lest He stain His goodnesd dishonors His great name, He must hear you. With
what comfort would | address those here who arénbeyy to pray. | know | speak to some who are
uneasy, unrestful; you tell us you are seeking @eti@t day and night a desire for salvation ocesipi
the entire chamber of your soul. Well, this did oote from your own nature; neither the devil r t
old Adam has taught you to pray. Dear hearer, be that the great Father who is moving you to ory t
Him is hearing you—He is inclining His ear to cattle faintest moan of your spirit. Believe that ide
hearing you. Cast yourself at the feet of His d&am. Behold the wounds of Jesus; let these invte y
to draw near to God. | know of no such eloquent thh@as the wounds of the dying Lord. Let them per-
suade you to come to Jesus, to trust, to restsatlenr feet, for since He has inclined your heapray
He is about to hear you and bless you. The Londitieyou for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 102.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—34 (VERSION 2), 998, 86.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
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