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“Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, belig\being astonished at the doctrine of the Lord.”
Acts 13:12.

CYPRUS was by no means a reputable island, it wastdd to the goddess Venus, and you can im-
agine what her worship was, and what would be ringfd! licentiousness which sprang of it. It waet
native country of Barnabas, and as he was atthiestieader of the missionary party sent out by the
church of Antioch, it was fit that Barnabas andISdwould begin preaching there. Landing at oneafnd
the island the two apostolic men traversed ithidly came to Paphos, where the Roman governorresid
ed. Now, this Paphos was the central city of thesip of Venus, and was the scene of frequentiprofl
gate processions and abominable rites. We mighttcdhe place where Satan’s seat is.” Athanasius
styled its religion “the deification of lust.” N&iér men nor women could resort to the shrine ofugen
without being defiled in mind and depraved in cltgn Yet it was no business of the apostles tp sta
away either from Cyprus or Paphos because they tvereesorts of the gay and vicious, but ratherethe
was a special need for them to go there with thé&@yg waters of the gospel. The more wicked the
locality the more need for Christian effort in thvatry spot. Moreover, the Holy Spirit had sent rhis-
sionaries to Cyprus, and therefore they might gadeker the caverns of dark obscenity, and proclaim
the word of salvation among the openly abandonext. i¢ed they fear of success, for publicans and
harlots have frequently been known to enter thgdamn before self-righteous Pharisees. Even thetvile
of open sin is not so hard to deal with as a ptoestt, which abhors the doctrine of the cross ez afl
its humbling character. Let us not refuse to plgwamy kind of soil, great harvests come from broken
rocks.

Happily for the two servants of the Lord, God lpadpared their way as He prepares the way of all
His servants, for whenever He sends a sower forgot, albeit that a part of the land which he sows
may be rock, or trodden path, yet there is alwayp®rion which is plowed before the sower comes.
God has a prepared people wherever He sends atenitosgather them in. He does not mock us by
sending us on fruitless errands. If He bids Plglpdown to the way which leads from Jerusalem to Ga
za, which is desert, Philip does not find it a despiritually, for there he gathers one of the siest
flowers that ever bloomed in the garden of the L&ual now, when Barnabas and Saul come to Paphos it
shall not be to break their hearts over the filss and obscenity of its idol worship, but to fiodthe
Lord a jewel amid the mire. The chief magistratéhaf island was a candid, studious, prudent man. He
possessed an intelligent and inquisitive spiri] aras desirous to know all that could be knownli
mentioned him among the authors from whom he qudtesd man was anxious to discover the truth if
it could be discovered, he had swiidh Pilate, but noas Pilate, “What is truth?” A certain Jew who was
expert in the dark learning of the East, and pcadtisorcery, had obtained considerable influeneg ov
this ruler, whose name was Sergius Paul. But idstégeaching him the truth, this false-hearted Jew
imparted to him the mysteries of the Magi, and gbperstitions of sorcery. Bar-jesus was this charla
tan’s Jewish name, but he was false to it, for las mo son of Jesus, but one of a generation ofssipe
Sergius Paul hearing that there were other Easgtahers in the island, and being dissatisfied ti¢h
teaching of Elymas, sent for Barnabas and Sawddoht him the word of God. What a door of hope for
this prudent man! What a splendid opening for Wi preachers of Christ! Barnabas and Saul can go to

Volume 30 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 1




2 Two Pauls and a Blinded Sorcerer Sermon #1781

court and hold a meeting in the proconsul’'s paladgth one of the best of hearers as the centeneaf t
congregation, for a really prudent man is one ef ost hopeful of listeners to the gospel if his-pr
dence has not curdled into sophistry, and his kedgé has not fermented into self-conceit. It was a
hopeful omen for the rest of the island that itsgansul was so free from prejudice that he calhed t
two missionaries to his hall, and desired to heanfthem the word of God. Barnabas and Saul acdepte
the invitation, and I think | see them both openihgir commission in the deputy’s presence. Godd wi
surely come of such an opportunity, we are all iogkkor memorable results, but stop, we must post-
pone our hopes awhile, and look around upon facts.

|. Notice first, OPPOSITION TO THE FAITH. The missiores were not to have it all their own
way, Bar-jesus, who was also called Elymas, “wiadbdtthem, seeking to turn away the deputy from the
faith.” As Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses \mleetommenced his mission, so this Jew Bar-jesus,
opposed himself to the ministers of Christ. In saespectsppposition to the gospel is to be much de-
plored. Under some aspects the withstanding of the messamercy is a very grievous thing. Should
the glad tidings be denied? Should the doctrinelwidod has given by express revelation be heleup t
scorn? Woe unto the men who dare thus to provodie @od! Behold, you despisers, and wonder and
perish! No man can set himself against God andnag&iis Christ without frightful peril to his own
soul. The greatest of men become base when theyaghinst the light, “Be wise now therefore, O you
kings, be instructed, you judges of the earth. kigsSon, lest He is angry, and you perish fromatag,
when His wrath is kindled but a little.” Rivers whter should run down our eyes because of the wicke
who keep not God’s law. Our hearts should be fillgth horror at the blasphemy and presumption of
those who set themselves with deliberate intefptmose the spread of the gospel of Jesus Chnst; es
cially when they do it knowing something aboutalmd being half convinced of its truthfulness. Tae r
jection of known truth is a crime which goes vepanto the sin against the Holy Spirit, if it ist nibat
sin. To oppose truth when it is seen to be trutidl @ shut the eyes to light when it is admittede&o
light, is a heinous offense against the God ohtrand He will certainly avenge it. Let us pity kwill
our hearts the men who oppose the gospel of the lesus Christ, and the more so, because we believe
that in some instances they know better, and aating conscience by their opposition. If half the
noise that has been made in this country againtsticenfidels for wishing to exercise the rightskng-
lish citizens had been spent in prayer for themvwaosion, it would have been a more profitable afse
zeal, and would have been far more likely to biilogvn a blessing upon the nation. We are too apt to
ban and curse antagonists, instead of pitying aaginy for them. It is not yours and mine to sthe t
door in any man’s face, however depraved he maypuiestill to stand and entreat him to come to the
Savior, regarding even the judgments of God whathujpon him as meant to last only for a seasod, an
intended to lead him to repentance, for this isufigal design of the chastening of this life. Whgudd
not the chief of sinners yet become a believer? &iomes those who were the most opposed to Christ
have been the first to yield, and have become taeelst champions of the faith. Saul of Tarsus hiinse
who was opposed by Elymas, had been a furious emdniyat gospel which now he earnestly pro-
claimed, and this fact must have sustained hisagmiunder the sorcerer’s attack. Saul did it igmiya
in unbelief, but there is reason to fear that Blisnas willfully perverted the right ways of the dy and
set himself deliberately with intentional malice keep back an inquiring soul from the true faith. |
such a case opposition to the faith is to be sdépjlored because of our pity for the enemy of thth
who is in this thing an enemy to his own soul.

But | further notice thabpposition is eminently overruled for good, and therefore it would be unbe-
coming in us to lament it or dread it. We may mnk so much of opposition as to yield to it sodarto
cease our testimony, or tone it down, or omit diporof it. The apostle Paul, when speaking ofacel
where he hoped for great success, said a greaeféertual door was opened to him, and there were
many adversaries (1 Corinthians 16:9). It wouldnsekat the second sentence was as good a sign of
success as the first. Wherever there is likelyagieat success, the open door and the opposirg-adv
saries will both be found. If there are no adveesaryou may fear that there will be no succesbop
cannot get his kite up without wind or without andiiwhich drivesagainst his kite. A contrary wind
does much more for us than we suppose. Adversadesrtise the gospel, and so spread it. Opposing
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work, although in itself, evil, is wondrously oveled by God for the best purposes, since persactutio
often awakens natural sympathy, and this beconteddr by which love climbs up into the heart. The
devil is growing a little wiser than he used to baet he still remains a fool, for if he looked bamker

his own history, he would see that he has beemiens of spreading the gospel by the attacks which
he has made upon it. A little stream of living walewed through Jerusalem, and wherever it went it
fertilized the earth, and caused it to bring fatid bud. It flowed on and became wider, and Saah s
within himself, “If this continues | cannot tell \ahwill come of it, | will therefore, stop its flowHe
looked around and found a great stone nearbynkthibore on it the name of Herod. This stone the
arch-enemy dashed into the bed of the stream wiémni to turn it aside. Great was the fall thereof]

in consequence of its force, the water of life sh&d right and left, for they that were scatteread
went everywhere preaching the word. Every drophet little stream became the mother of another
fountain where it fell, and so other lands wereeagfied with the waters of life. “Divide and conquer
said Satan, he divided, but he did not conquerréfi;ng winds carry far afield the precious seedief
vine truth, every tempest that he raises speedsumhtie boat of the church. Now, see! Saul of Tarsu
desires to preach and tell Sergius Paul abouttdrea truth, and Elymas must interpose. “What good
could that be?” cries one. “How can that be oved@r It was overruled; the Lord made the wrath of
man to praise Him, and brought to nothing the siptf Elymas.

In all probability the opposition of Bar-jesus miagve called the attention of Sergius Paul more in-
tently to the doctrine of the word of God. Wheneatain doctrine is neglected and half forgotterthey
church of God, there rises up a bold heretic wiis &t the truth most bitterly, and then Christgople
remember it, defend it, and propagate it. A Coleatacks the story of the Exodus, and all eyes are
fixed upon Moses, and the tribes of Israel. Sonit&c ar other attacks the book of Deuteronomy, and
straightway we get a host of books about Deutergn@ththe scholars of the Christian church begin t
study it, and as a part of the word it is excedginglued. This Elymas finds fault with the gospeehd
Saul and Barnabas are thus called upon to clednaipoints at issue, and by refuting the magician’s
malicious errors, they make the truth the more sgdo the mind of the proconsul. So far so good.

But this man’s opposition was overruled further, fvhen Saul looked at him and pronounced upon
him the solemn judgment of God, namely that he khba blind and should not see the sun for a sea-
son, then the proconsul saw what power attendedaine of the Lord, and how truly it came forth from
the Almighty. God by that solemn judgment set Hialgo the truth and let all men know that it could
not be reviled without the most solemn hazard &dpposer. Blinded Elymas seeking someone to lead
him by the hand was a visible witness for the taghinst which he had fought. His sightless eye® we
a just judgment from God. He had shut the eyessfrtind to the truth, and the Lord justly closed th
eyes of his body. As he groped for the wall, he against his will a most convincing witness to the
truth of the gospel, and of the divine commissiéBarnabas and Saul. Depend upon it, the Lord will
yet baffle all opposers and He will establish High above all the traditions of men, His adveesari
themselves being judges. Out of their own monthssMiflecondemn His enemies. He will so confound
and confuse unbelieving philosophers that themdsliess shall bear evidence to the light of His word
which blinds the proud and self-sufficient. Men Ivagain see how “professing themselves to be wise,
they became fools.” Manifestly even before the eyfethe unlearned it has happened, and will happen
again that learned skeptics will give vent to sHelly, and become the victims of childish credyliil
men shake them off and say—"They are not the wise we thought they were, and the old-fashioned
gospel which they set themselves to overthrow tgebé¢han their vaunted discoveries.” So may it be
right speedily.

Moreover, this Elymas by his overthrow made thetory of Christ to be the more conspicuous.
Here are Barnabas and Saul, two poor Jews andatleeyet by one of their own countrymen, who has
obtained the ear of a ruler, by acting the pam eburtier and a doctor. He knew how to play hisi€a
with the proconsul. How can these two men hopeetstrdy his influence, and establish the cross of
Christ in its stead? If you had looked at them yawuld have said Elymas was master of the situation.
He had a fullness of subtlety and no conscien@tbarrass his actions; he could use any cunnicig tri
while the missionaries could only keep to the triith seemed sure of defeating the two simple-minded
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men, but as soon as Saul drew forth the swordeoSgpirit, and told him plainly that though he midlet
called the son of Jesus he was the son of the, dbgilvictory was speedy and the vanquished sarcere
begged for help to make a retreat. Sergius Paulomasof the great ones of the earth, for those days
comparable to a king, and when he believed, it aam®ble gain to the cause. A chamberlain of the
gueen of Ethiopia had believed before him, butasmany great men, not many mighty are chosen, the
conversion of the Proconsul of Cyprus was a graanph for the gospel. It is noteworthy that frolnnst
point Saul of Tarsus is called Paul, and we readhoce of Barnabas and Saul, but of Paul and Barna-
bas. If Saul had assumed the name of Paul fronmikimorable conversion, it would not have been an
unworthy act, for his joy at the winning of SergiBaul might fitly have expressed itself in a fashio
suggested by a common custom among Romans. AsoSfifge he conquered Africa was called Scipeo
Africanus, so this man Saul after such a glorioursnuag of Sergius Paul for Christ might himself be-
come Paul. It is very singular, but from this momee do not find him called Saul except when he is
telling the story of his conversion and necessardgs his old name. Luke in the Acts of the Apsstle
henceforth calls him Paul, and that name must diere cheered the suffering apostle. When he was
persecuted he would remember his own namesaké&dhen Proconsul whom he had brought to the
feet of Jesus, and Paul would see him standinganfront as a bright believer, while Elymas in the
background utterly confounded, would serve as & figure to bring out the lights of the picture ik
more clearly. Courage then, brothers and sisteéngnever you are trying to serve your Lord, if yoe a
assailed, take heart and hope that a great vicgamgar. The Devil would let you alone if you weie

ing nothing of any consequence against his kingdbime could foresee your defeat, he has plenty to
do, and therefore he would spend his strength éleszy but as he fears you he assails you. If yae we
a mere official he would let you go on with yougmarole, but since he sees you to be a living s¢rva
of the Lord he raises up an Elymas, with smoothslimbery tongue, to speak against you. Be bold and
faint not, for you shall find even the most cradttyd cruel enemy to be the unwilling agent of bmggi
greater glory to God. Be not afraid of a man thelisdie, or of the son of man which shall be made
grass. Go forward resting in the Lord, for greaddfie, who is for you, than all they that are agajyou.
With a brave heart defy all opposers, crying, “llwirust, and not be afraid.” Never let us be diseo
aged, for the Lord is on our side. What can matodes?

This opposition must have been to Paul very instructive, for it was symbolic of the future. It seemed
hard to teach this man, this Hebrew of the Hebrexfighe tribe of Benjamin, as touching the law a
Pharisee, that he was sent to preach to the Ggnfidleeven when he went to Cyprus, he and Barnabas
kept pretty much to Israel, preaching the word ofiGnh the synagogues of the Jews. But now he is to
have an object lesson, which will show him his ftdreer as in a living parable. Jew and Gentile are
both before him. The Jew Elymas is opposing withrtiost bitter venom—true picture of his race. Ser-
gius Paulus, the Gentile, listens with most prugstention, candidly weighing everything, and &t la
he believes—thus has it been with many of the GentThe chosen of God among the Gentiles accept
that which the Jews refuse. When Elymas was stuittkblindness what a sorrowful picture he was of
that blindness which has fallen upon Israel! “Bhieds in part,” says Paul, “is happened to Israeld
so it happened to Elymas, “You shall be blind, se¢ing the sun for a season.” That word, “for a sea
son,” is a door of hope, for as the day came wHgm&s could again behold the sun, so the day comes
when the blindness shall be taken from the heaismaiel, and the seed of Jacob shall look on Him
whom they have pierced. The scene before us istarpiof the whole history of the Christian chunch
its relation to Jew and Gentile. Let us, therefdoek forward with the expectation that whereves th
gospel triumphs it will meet with opposition, antevever it is opposed it will win the victory.

Il. We have done with the opposition; now let us cagrsertain AIDS TO FAITH. Sergius Paul,
“when he saw what was done, believed, being asdtediat the doctrine of the Lord.” Kindly notice the
words | have selected for a heading to this seqmartl of my discourse—"aids to faith.” | have not
called miracles causes of faith, for they do natseait, although they may lead up to it. What Sexgi
Paulus saw did not make him believe, but it helpied to believe. What did he see? He saw what was
done.
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First, he saw the great courage of Paul. In another case boldness struck a blow at urfbéewhen
the rulers saw the boldness of Peter and Johmpameived that they were unlearned, and ignoramnt, me
they marveled. In this case the effect would bestimae. That despised and persecuted Jew, Saut-of Ta
sus, fixed his eyes on Elymas as though he weffeqigr master of the situation—as indeed he was—
and without hesitation, or apology, addressed Kdnfull of all subtlety and all mischief, you chilof
the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will yoot cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord?”
What made Paul bear himself so bravely? What heehgtourage to this otherwise retiring individual
to come into the front and speak like a hero, aw&s? Brethren, | believe the courage of the nenist
often made a great blessing to undecided and tregpirits, therefore when you go to teach and
preach, never exhibit doubt or fear. The man whmoskif doubts may beget doubters, but he cannot be
the father of believers. If you have any questibaud what you have to say, go home and wait till yo
have solved the problem. “I believed, thereforeehbgpoken,” is the Psalmist’'s statement, and & is
wise one. Unbelief in a pulpit is like the rebelifoangels in heaven, the sooner it is cast oubetter.
Intense conviction on the mind of Paul led him peak thus plainly, sternly, and even indignanthd a
we are sure that he did not err in so doing, slisavarmth was not the heat of his own spirit, that
fire of the Spirit of God, for we read that he vigled with the Holy Spirit. Let every teacher oh@st
be thus filled, and then let him speak boldly a®btght to speak. Come not forward with your “ifsida
“buts,” and “perhapses,” to prove that which isaten proof, and bears its own evidence upon itsvbro
Tell out the message God has told you, as from tdimd, not as your own opinion. Deliver sound doc-
trine because you have been delivered into it yaijras metal is poured into a mold. Speak because
you cannot be silent. Speak because the Holy Saststirred you in your privacy to unutterableagro
ings and now moves you to speak out your soul bdfo sons of men.

It must have been an aid to Sergius Paul’s faitingve seen the dauntless outspokenness of the
greater Paul, but when he saw Elymas blinded,gha¢ a further impulse to hifivhen God works in
judgments among the sons of men many are astonished, and inclined to hear what this word may be
which bears so solemn a seal from the God of judgment. O sirs, | would to God that some of you who
have seen men die in their sins would be warnedhmst you have seen. To many of us it has happened
that we have seen the drunk in his rags, perhapsidelirium, possibly upon his deathbed. Somesof
have seen the unchaste diseased in body, and degpaisoul, we have seen the profligate in povert
and dishonor, we have seen the sluggard hungrjpameless, and thus we have learned the resulh of si
upon other men if we have never felt it upon owmeel He that will go to the hospital with his eyes
open, or perhaps even call upon his next door beigivhen his sins have come home to him, may see
what sin can do even upon the outward fabric of manhood, what it can do upon the soul can be
guessed from the ruin which it brings upon the bdthe blinded Elymas is not before us today, but we
know that the narrative is true, and thereforehaut our actually seeing it, the lesson should come
home to every thoughtful mind. We have probablynse&h our own eyes instances in which other
members of the human body have been rendered leowith disease engendered by sin and that ought
to create in us a horror of all evil, and inclireeta hear what the remedy of sin may be. He thabhae
seen the bane will long to know the antidote. He titas smarted under the curse of sin will be arsxio
to learn the way by which the plague can be stopged men can be made anew in the image of God.

But if God’s judgments and wonders are aids tthfavhat shall | say of His wonders of mercy?
Blessed be His name, these are much more commdrgaanbe much more easily seen. | cannot show
you today a man blinded because he refused theelydagt | can show you a great many whose eyes
have been opened by receiving the gospel. Thegpdtithelieve it, nor wished to know anything abdut i
but they were persuaded to come and hear the weettiped, and while they listened there fell from th
eyes of their understanding as it had been scatesthey began to see. The glorious light whiclamle
from Jesus’ brow was suddenly visible. The glorysai in the face of Jesus Christ came streamimyg int
their once darkened minds, and they saw and beliddendreds of us who are now present were once
as blind as bats to saving truth, but we have leeaght out of darkness into marvelous light, ared w
gladly bear our testimony to the power of savingcgt | for one can say, “One thing | know, that,
whereas | was blind, now | see.” What | could notlerstand is now clear to me, what | could not re-
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ceive has now stamped itself upon my very beingpydheart’s intense joy. | know, brothers and ssste
that thousands of you could rise if | were to asld Yo testify that the Lord has renewed you ingpigit
of your minds, and has brought you into spiritifgl, llight, and liberty. Glory be to God for it!

It ought to be a great help to inquiring minds witeey see numerous conversions all around them,
for conversions are the standing miracles of thepgh and if any man will only look into them, and
consider them awhile he will perceive that theytheebest attesting seals the truth can have. Bthde
there is a singular power in the gospel which istadoe found anywhere else. What is this poweoPrFr
where does it come? Could it go with a falsehood?halve seen the gospel produce a singular revolu-
tion in a man—not a reformation merely, but a feeger change, a new birth, a complete reconstructio
of his nature. How was this done? | knew a man whs of a fierce temper, a troubler to his own
household when he happened to fall into his fits.Whs so passionate at times that | should notdike
tell all the wild things which he would do. | haseen that man since conversion, and he has hagkthin
to test him which might, as we say, have provokediat, but he bore them patiently, and in a manner
which | desire to imitate. The lion has becomenaldahe is gentle and tender, no one could thinkhba
was the same man; indeed, he is not, for gracenaae him a new man in Christ Jesus. We have seen
persons reveling in licentiousness, who sinneddiiygewho could not be satisfied with any common
sin, but they have heard the gospel, and beconstechad even delicate in purity, so that the veeyn-m
tion of their former crimes has shocked them andlendiem weep. Such persons have manifested a
watchful care against the fault in which they odedighted. They have been afraid to go near thdir o
haunts, or to mix with their old companions. Whas lworked this? What teaching must that be which
accomplishes such marvels?

These changes have sometimes taken place infapaee of time. Look at Colonel Gardiner, going
to keep an appointment of the worst sort, and awdited for half-an-hour because he found himself
early, he saw or thought he saw a vision of ourdugoon the cross, and being reproved and melted by
the sight, he fled from the spot, repented, betieaad lived a godly life. Until his death at thetthe of
Prestonpans, he was one of the leading Christibhssalay. “That is an extraordinary instance,” say
one. | tell you | have met with scores equally remmhble. Not a week passes over my head but | Hear o
conversions which astound even me, as used agd #mse miracles of love. The most unlikely pepple
those whom their friends never accused of a todidiethodism, who never spoke of religion without a
sneer, have heard the doctrine of our Lord Jesuk bafore long they have repented of sin, have be-
lieved in the Redeemer, and have come to the &ioning earnest Christians, working for the Lord Je-
sus Christ with all their might. Thousands of ofhevho have been quietly pursuing the paths of linora
ty and outward religion, have, nevertheless, expeed a spiritual change which to them has bede qui
as memorable as if they had been turned from thesgst immorality to virtue. These Lydias are as tr
ly converted as if they had been Magdalenes, aadltange has been as real to them as if it had been
conspicuous to all beholders.

What is this change? Is it fact or fancy? Do | geeskeptics smiling in a pretended pity for calr f
ly? We are quite able to bear their contempt; Wiy be willing to hear a little reason? Sirs, aduy
think that we are all fools? In what are we infetim those who thus despise us? Can we not manage o
business affairs quite as well as those who thskanatics? Are we all deceived? It is an odd thireg
this deceit should lead hundreds of thousandsliagas to seek after virtue and true holinessgtk s
peace, and live for the good of others. This siagphenomenon of regeneration is not to be defoed,
its witnesses are countless. | claim that we havghd to be heard even by those gentlemen whebeli
only in actual phenomena. This is not to be pulebly a wave of the hand and a sneer; all attempts
that direction are as unphilosophical as they aseliing. We testify of certain operations which we
have seen in others and felt in ourselves, by wthehcurrent of our thought is changed, our loves a
hates have been made entirely different, and owleMmanhood has been made anew. These operations
we believe to be worked by the finger of God, amtd¢ proofs that the gospel is supernatural ared tru
do not say that this witness will lead any manawirgg faith by itself, but | do say that were natmis
minds depraved, it would do so. | say it oughtaay rate, to lead every man to give attention #i th
gospel whose operation is so remarkable. A skdpienaister in America took it into his head toeitl
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a Wesleyan meeting, and he sat down apart frometstemerely to take notes of what was said, as he
might have done in a court of law. He knew the pesswho spoke one after the other, and bore testi-
mony to the effect of the gospel upon them. Theyewas neighbors, and he thought to himself, “If |
were arguing a case, and could put these peopléhatwitness box, and they were on my side, | khou
feel quite sure of carrying my case, for they asdl known for honesty and truthfulness.” Severat pe
sons, without any collusion, rose one after angtaed though their stories greatly varied, yet thity
came to one point—that they had believed the Lesud Christ, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
had been made totally new. As the lawyer went eusdid to himself, “Their case is proved. | cannot
guestion the truthfulness of any of these witnes3é®re must be much more in religion than |
thought.” This led him to seek the Savior for hiffisend he became a Christian. | pray that man her
present may feel that these wonders of mercy great aid to them, and may the Holy Spirit leadrthe
to attend to the gospel which has such power ikiéite | wish we could stop and sing that admirable
hymn—

“Questions and doubts be heard no more,

Let Christ and joy be all our theme;

His Spirit seals His gospel sure

To every soul that trusts in Him.

'Tis God’s inimitable hand

That molds and forms the heart anew;

Blasphemers can no more withstand,

But bow, and own Your doctrine true.

The guilty soul, that trusts Your blood,

Finds peace and pardon at the cross;

The sinful soul, averse from God,

Believes and loves his Maker’s laws.

Learning and wit may cease their strife,

When miracles with glory shine;

The voice that calls the dead to life

Must be almighty and divine.”

lIl. But | must proceed. Lastly, let us observe THE S@BROF FAITH. “Then the deputy, when
he saw what was done, believed, being astonish#éteadoctrine of the Lord.It is doctrine, then, or
faithful teaching, which brings men to Christ. Let those who despise doctrine mind what theydareg,
for the doctrine of the cross is only foolishnesshiem who perish. Under the influence of the Holy
Spirit, the plain teaching of the word of the Ldedds men to believe in Jesus. | do not think @ng
great good for a preacher to stand up and cry,iéBe] believe, believe,” if he never tells you wisato
be believed. There is plenty of this kind of praaghabout, and the result is sadly transient a4
cial. Poor souls say, “We are ready to believe,tbllitus what to believe; we are ready to trust,tell
us what to trust in.” If we do not preach the grédattrine of the atoning sacrifice, if we do ndt lp
Christ as suffering chastisement in man’s place stedd, we have not put before them the basis on
which their faith is to be built. Justification ligith and regeneration by the Spirit must be tawgim-
tinually. The proconsul was no doubt astonishedge Elymas blinded, but he was a great deal more
astonished at the doctrine which Paul preached \kedmegan to tell him that salvation was not by the
works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ titie way to be accepted of God was not by presgnti
to the Lord anything performed by us or felt withis, but by laying hold upon the righteousness lwhic
Jesus Christ has worked out and brought in. Whemehed this good news, he might well be astonished,
and yield his heart to Jesus. Dear friends, thet ms®nishing thing in the world is the gospel. “We
have heard it for a long time,” says one. Have y¥o@ may have listened to it for years, but all the
while it may have gone in and out of your ears, stillyou may have neveéreard it. But if you have
heard it inwardly, and understood it, you will aokriedge that it is the miracle of miracles, the teas
piece of divine wisdom. Listen! In the gospel Gedust and yet merciful. He lays upon His Son the
chastisement of our peace, and then He forgivésealy for His own name’s sake. In the gospel every
thing is of grace, there is no respect to humaritroehuman virtue, but God gives freely to undeser
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ing sinners, and yet there is nothing like the gb$pr fostering holiness and making men zealous fo
good works. It will not allow good works to be treot of spiritual life, but it promotes, no, creatgood
works as the fruit of that life. All the really godavorks in the world are fashioned upon the anitee
grace. Nothing ever produces holiness but faitinénHoly Savior and it is as wonderful as it istrthat
while the gospel bids the sinner come to Jesuseady/fas if he were not guilty, yet it declares tvéh-

out holiness no man can see the Lord. It does moelyn command holiness, but it produces it. It is a
wonderful system for clearing the guilty, and yat ¢ondemning his sin. It is the glory of the gdgpat

it can at one blow save the sinner and slay hisasigolve the rebel and end his rebellion. Thiesugt-
ural effect is not produced for a short time oty forever. The gospel does not renew a sinnea for
season, and then leave him to relapse, but it gimesndless life, implants a deathless principid, se-
cures ultimate perfection. It is written, “He thzglieves and is baptized shall be saved.” “He bt
lieves in the Son has everlasting life"—not a tifi@t comes and goes, but a life that endures teiei
nity. All this can be done in a minute, so thateavenly life commences in less time than it takes t
clock to tick—is not this an astonishing work o&tHoly Spirit? As Sergius Paul heard of this he was
amazed, and believed; do you wonder?

| say to you who do not understand the gospseloif need a refreshing sensation, if you go in for
novelty, and desire something off the common, bégistudy the word of God, and to hear it without
prejudice. Here is a doctrine which is always nealways glad tidings. Hear and your soul shall.live
Turn from it and you will perish. Angels have nett grown weary of gazing into the depths of the-gos
pel. It is written, “Which things the angels desicelook into.” Two figures of cherubim were placed
over the mercy seat of old, standing with outstretcwings, and gazing down upon the lid of the éfrk
the Covenant, which was called the mercy seat. Whs meant to set forth the desire of holy angels t
comprehend the gospel of propitiation. They carysdta full understanding of all its mysteries yitu
and | shall join them before the throne, and tlerelare what grace has done for us, “to the irtteadt
now unto the principalities and powers in heavgifices might be known by the church the manifold
wisdom of God.”

Come then, my hearers, come and candidly study isha be believed. Come and be astonished at
the doctrine of Christ crucified! Incline your eaasvaken your minds, and yield your hearts, be refage
be instructed of the Holy Spirit, who waits to tegou. If you are willing and obedient you shalt tee
good of the land. If you desire to know God youllska@ow Him. The great Father is not far from any
one of you. There is the light! It is not dim, rfar away. The fault is in your eyes if you do neesOh,
that you would cry out with Bartimaeus, “Son of hvhave mercy on me.” Oh, that your prayer would
be, “Lord, that | might receive my sight.” Then yaould see and believe, and live forever. God gitant
this very morning, to the praise of the glory oEldrace. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ACTS 13:1-43.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—122, 484, 486.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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