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“He trusted on the Lord that He would deliver Hintet Him deliver Him, seeing He delighted in Him.”
Psalm 22:8.

DAVID experienced what Paul afterwards so aptlycdégd as “cruel mockings.” Note the adjec-
tive cruel, it is well chosen. Mockings may not cut the flebbt they tear the heart; they may shed no
blood, but they cause the mind to bleed intern&gtters gall the wrists, but the iron of scorreesinto
the soul. Ridicule is a poisoned bullet which gdegsper than the flesh, and strikes the centeref th
heart. David in the wilderness hunted by Saul, @mthe throne abused by Shimei, knew what it was to
be the butt of scorn, the football of contempt. Mantime and often he was the song of the drunk and
the byword of the scoffer.

But what have | to do with the son of Jesse? Martheemembers the Son of man. What if David
suffered despising and scorn? He knew it but inllsmeasure compared with our blessed Lord. Well is
it said, “The disciple is not above his master, ther servant above his Lord.” It is not amazing thech
a one as David should have to cry, “My soul is aghbons,” when the Lord of all, the perfectly pure
and Holy One, was driven to utter the same cryinggyAll they that see Me laugh Me to scorn: they
shoot out the lip, they shake the head, sayingirtitded on the Lord that He would deliver Him: let
Him deliver Him, seeing He delighted in Him.” Mydthren and sisters in Christ, if you have to pass
through a like painful experience, count it no sgra thing, for a strange thing it is not. Reproecthe
common heritage of the godly. Do not think thas tiiie which you suffer is the first that ever bedna
saint. Others have had to bear the enmity of theédWwong before you. Remember that, of old, frora th
first moment when sin came into the world, thereente/o seeds, the seed of the woman and the seed of
the serpent, and between these two seeds theneesnaity of the most deadly kind, which will never
cease. It may assume different forms, and it mahddd in check by many forces, but it will always
continue forever the same while men are men, samisand God and the devil are opposed. It was so,
you know, in the house of Abraham. He was a manhwhatked before God, and was perfect in his gen-
eration, and yet in his family there were the typpasing powers. Ishmael, born after the flesh, radck
him that was born after the Spirit. When Rebekath braught forth twin sons, yet the fact of theimuge
twins of holy Isaac did not prevent the enmity thaise between Jacob and Esau. Nothing will prevent
the seed of the serpent from exhibiting its spteards the seed of the woman. Even kinship andhbrot
erhood go for little in this strife. In fact, a marioes full often are they of his own householdu6t it
no marvel, then, if you are derided! It seems tabeecessity of the holy nature of God that it &hou
incur the enmity of the evil nature of fallen mamd that this evil nature should show itself byedir
and bitter attack. Remember “Him that endured starttradiction of sinners against Himself, lest you
be wearied and faint in your minds.” Henceforthwbg@ur shoulders to the yoke; expect that if youd fo
low the Crucified, you will have to bear the croks, so it will be. | trust that our present metiba
may be useful to any of God’s servants who ararfgehe sharp lash of envious tongues, that they ma
not be driven from their steadfastness therebgnif in their hearts are bowed down because they are
conscious that possibly they have given the scofeme opportunity to mock them, may they even in
this take heart, for David had done so, and yatv&® not crushed by the blasphemies of the wicked.

I. The first thing to which | shall call your attemti at this time is that a truly gracious man i lik
David and like the Lord Jesus, in that HIS TRUSTGRD IS KNOWN. Even the enemies of this holy
man who is mentioned in the text, and as | intéripyeven the enemies of our divine Lord and Magste
never denied, that He trusted in God. This, indeethe commencement of their scoff, “He trusted on
the Lord that He would deliver Him.” From which &tiper that every gracious man should have an ap-
parent, manifest, public trust in God. He should merely trust Him in his heart alone, but thaistru
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should so enter into his entire nature that he doégonceal it nor think of concealing it. He shibbe

so open in the avowal of his confidence that heng@es, before whom he is naturally restrained and o
his guard, nevertheless are able to spy out tlEsiqus thing within him, and are forced to beaiirthe
witness, though it is mockingly and jestingly, the trusted on the Lord.” Such a testimony istia#
more valuable as coming from an enemy. You knowobaracter is not likely to be drawn too prettily
by those who hate us, the utmost will be sure tedd against us, but if even our enemies say of us
“He trusted on the Lord,” we may be very thankhattwe have so lived as to extort this testimooynfr
their lips.

What, then, ought a child of God to do in ordeshow that he really does trust in the Lord? How
did Jesus do this? Well, | think that in our Lord&se it wasdis wonderful calmneswhich compelled
everybody to see that “He trusted on the Lord.” Ywawer find Him in a flurry. He is never worried or
confused. He is beset behind and before with memtwhto catch Him, but He is as self-possessatll as
He spoke among friends. He does not appear to dod¢ettst upon His guard, and yet instead of their
catching Him, before long He either catches thenglge they retire saying, “Never man spoke liks th
Man.” He was always cool, peaceful, ready, selfposed. You notice His inward quietude not only
when enemies are round about Him, but when Her®woded by a great mob of people all hungry,
starving, famishing, He breaks the bread and nligdsipt, but not before He has made them all sivro
on the green grass by hundreds and by fifties. Hlehave them in companies, arranged in ranks, for
convenient distribution, and when they are all ethin order, as if it had been a well-marshaledlroy
entertainment, then it is that He takes the braad,looking up to heaven, with all deliberationsask
blessing, and breaks and gives the food to thepiiesc The disciples make no scramble of it, iams
orderly festival, and the thousands are all fedur time, in majestic decorum, for Christ was cang
therefore master of the situation. He never loak# &le had fallen into difficulties, and then adiegh
expedients to get out of them, but His whole |gepre-arranged and ordered in the most prudent and
peaceful manner. Nothing upon this earth, althadghwvas so reduced that He had nowhere to lay His
head, although He was sometimes so weary that Hdosan upon a well to rest, could put Him out of
the way, or disarrange His perfect collectedness.wds always ready for every emergency. In fact,
nothing was an emergency to Him. What a beautiittupe that is of Christ on board ship in a storm.
While they that are with Him are afraid that theyl o down, that the wind will blow them into the
water, or blow the water over them, so that thely e@rtainly be drowned, what is He doing? Why, He
is asleep. Not because He forgot them—no, but Isectle knew that the vessel was in the great Fa-
ther’'s hands. It was His time for sleep. He wasrwa@ad needed rest, and so He carried out thathwhic
was the nearest duty and in all peacefulness ledekld on a pillow, and slumbered. His sleep otmht
have made them feel at ease. Whenever the caaiaftord to go to sleep, the passengers may go to
sleep too. Depend upon it; He that manages everythiould not have gone to bed if He had not felt
that it was all right in the hands of the Highegiho at any moment could stop the raging storm.shwi
we could be similarly restful, for then even oueeries would say of us, “He trusted on the Lord.” |
wish we could have that steadfast, imperturbalamé of mind, in which our Lord untied the knotstwit
which His foes would have bound Him, for then ossailants would marvel at our quiet confidence.
Jesus knew no hurry, but calmly and deliberately @aeh matter as it came, and grandly kept Himself
free from all entanglement; oh, for the holy quidtich would prevent our going about our business in
haste! “He that believes shall not make haste,’dauéverything as in the infinite leisure of theiial,
who is never before His time, and is never behihdie could do that, and did not get so flurriedian
worried, and tossed about and driven to our witid,éhen our enemies would say with astonishment,
“He trusted on the Lord.”

Brethren, this ought also to come out not menelgur calm and quiet manner, but algoour dis-
tinct avowal | do not think that any man has a right to beeerest believer in the Lord Jesus Christ at
this time. You will tell me that Nicodemus was $loat Joseph of Arimathaea was so, and | answer,
“Yes,” but therein they are not our exemplars. Enegak brethren were forgiven and strengthened, but
we may not therefore presume. Times, however, ifiereht now, by the death of Christ the thougHts o
many hearts were revealed, and from that day theseet disciples were among the foremost to avow
their faith. Nicodemus brought the spices, and @losd Arimathaea went in boldly and begged for the
body of Jesus. Since that day when Christ was gpewvealed upon the cross, the thoughts of other
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men’s hearts are revealed too, and it is not namissible for us to play hide and seek with Chiia,

“He that believesaand is baptizeghall be saved.” “He that with his heart believad with his mouth
makes confession of Himhall be saved.” The open confession is constaintiScripture, joined with
the secret faith. The Lord Jesus Christ puts ig thiat denies Me before men, him will | deny,” ahd
you read it, the text sets denying in oppositiocdafession, so that it really means, “He that duoats
confess Me before men, him will | not confess whenme in the glory of the Father.” Our Lord does
not reckon upon leading a body of followers whal ailvays keep behind the hedge, hiding themselves
in holes and corners whenever there is anythingetadone for His glory, and only running out at
mealtimes when there is something to be had faongleéves. | know some professors of that sort, but |
have very little to say to their credit, they arecavardly crew. No, no. We ought to distinctly deel
that we believe in God, and we should take oppdtras) as prudence dictates, of telling our frieadd
neighbors what our experience has been aboutrigustiGod, telling them of deliverances we have re-
ceived, of prayers which have been answered, anthal other tokens for good which have come to us
as the result of our faith in God. To trust in mara thing of which we may be ashamed, for we find
man to be as a broken reed, or as a spear thaepias to our heart when we lean on it, but bleased
they that trust in the Lord, for they shall be ie$ planted by the rivers of water, they shathdforth
their fruit in their season, and even their leaskall not wither. God, in whom they trust, will fen
their faith, and bless them yet more and more thet therefore honor their God, and never hesitate
speak well of His name. So, then, | say first anchklief, and secondly, an open avowal should cause
even our adversaries to know that we have trustéioe Lord.

And then, | will add to that, thatur general conduct should reveal our faitthe whole of our life
should show that we are men who rejoice in the Lfodtrusting the Lord, as | understand it, is aot
thing for Sundays and for places of worship alane are to trust in the Lord about everything. tifuist
the Lord about my soul | must trust Him about myyocabout my wife, about my children, and all my
domestic and business affairs. It would have beégrréble thing if the Lord had drawn a black line
around our religious life, and had said, “You mayst Me about that, but with household mattersll wi
have nothing to do.” We need the whole of life éoviathin the fence of divine care. The perfect bohd
divine love must tie up the whole bundle of ouaaH, or the whole will slip away. Faith is a thifay
the closet, the parlor, and the counting house te@darmhouse. It is a light for dark days, arshade
for bright days, you may carry it with you everywdeand everywhere it shall be your help. Oh, tat
did so trust in the Lord that people noticed inasch as they notice our temper, our dress, or ang.t
The pity is that too often we go forward helterdgke following our own wisdom, whereas we ought to
say, “No, | must wait a little while, till | ask cosel of the Lord.” It should be seen and knowr i
are distinctly waiting upon God for guidance. Whatdtir this would make in some quarters! | wish tha
without any desire to be Pharisaical, or to disay piety, we nevertheless did unconsciously stiwmv
great principle which governs us. Just as one mérsay, “Excuse me, | must consult a friend,” tr,
must submit the case to my solicitor,” so it outghbe habitual with a Christian before he repl@su
important matter, to demand a moment wherein hewatyupon God and obtain direction. In any case,
| wish that it may be so usual with us to ask gnaafrom above that it may be noticed as our habit
trust on the Lord.

Once more, | think this ought to come out mostimiigly in our behavior during times of troublir
then it is that our adversaries are most likelypatice it. You, dear sister, have lost a child. Welw,
remember that you are a Christian woman, and sonavas those that are without hope. Do let the dif
ference be real and true, and do not be ashamedttiers might observe it. When your neighbor lost
her child it occasioned a quarrel between her aod, Gut it is not so with you, is it? Will you quer
with God about your baby? Oh, no, you love Himwaal. And you, brother, you are perplexed in busi-
ness, and you know what a worldling does; if hed@bing more than outward religion, he complains
bitterly that God deals harshly with him and hergela with God. Or, perhaps, to make things better,
does what he ought not to do in business, and nthkes a great deal worse. Many a man has plunged
into rash speculations until he has destroyed Hinesenmercially, but you, as a Christian man, must
take matters calmly and quietly, it is not yoursspeculate, but to confide. Your strength liesag-s
ing—"“The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken awagsstd be the name of the Lord.” You must not be
SO eager to be rich that you would put forth yoandhto do iniquity in order to seize the goldenlapp
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that is the reverse of faith. You are now to plag inan, and in the power of the Holy Spirit you rame/

with resignation—with more than that—with a sweetj@escence in the Divine will—to show men
how a Christian can behave himself. | have neveniigdl Addison’s words as some have done, who,
when he came to die, sent for a lord of his acqaaoe and said, “See how a Christian dam” There

is a little parade abodiat, but | do desire that every Christian should salissoul, “I will show men
how a Christian cahve. | will let them see what it is to live by faith the Son of God who loved me,
and gave Himself for me. Those who do not beliéeed is a God shall yet be led to feel there mest b
God, because my faith in Him does speed so well,labtain such unnumbered blessings as the result
of it.” | say, most earnestly, that especially Ire ttime of sorrow and bereavement, when other peopl
are sore put to it because they have lost theiaja/the light of their house is quenched, it eslikliev-

er's duty and privilege by his holy calm of heaotshow his trust in God. If religion cannot helpuyin
trouble, it is not worth having; if the Spirit ofo@ does not sustain you when you lose your dearest
friend, you ought to question whether it is therBmf God; you ought to ask, “Can this be the Bpir
which bore up the martyrs at the stake?” if now §tal are passing through these waters, you are car
ried away by them? If our faith shines out in danmkes, even as the stars are seen by night, thién is
well with us.

Oh, that you and | might in all these ways so,liv&t all who see us should know that we are be-
lievers in the Lord Jesus Christ! It would be ridaus if a man went into society with a label os hi
coat,“This man trusts in God,’and it would be a pretty clear sign that he nedddsk thus ticketed. |
would have you shun all distinctive phylacteriesmatters of religion as too much flavored with the
leaven of the Pharisees. But when the possessigodiihess proclaims itself, even as a box of joexi
spikenard tells its own tale, you need not be aglhai it. Display and ostentation are vicious, tha
unrestrained use of influence and example is condatar. In these days when men glory in their unbe-
lief, let us not be bashful with our faith. If, anfree country, men should not persecute an infitiely
certainly ought not to silence a believer. We dointend to smuggle our religion through the lalds
not contraband, and therefore we shall bear it witlopenly in the sight of all men, and let them ifa
they please, “He trusted on the Lord.”

II. Secondly, THIS TRUST ON THE PART OF BELIEVING MEN INOT UNDERSTOOD BY
THE WORLD. “He trusted on the Lord that He wouldider Him.” Observe that they restricted the
Savior’s trust to that point—“He trusted on the d.¢ihat He would deliver Him.’But now, in the first
place,our faith is not confined to merely receiving fr@ond No, brethren, if the Lord does not deliver
us we will trust Him. See how firmly Shadrach, Mash, and Abednego stood to it that they would not
bow before the image which Nebuchadnezzar hadpséOur God whom we serve is able to deliver us
from the burning fiery furnace, and He will delives out of your hand, O king. Biitnot, be it known
unto you O king, that we will not serve your godsr worship the golden image which you have set
up.” There was great faith in that “if not.” We ntumt live and wait upon God with a kind of cuplabar
love, just as a stray dog might follow a man foné®, but we must speak well of our God even if He
scourges us, for therein lies both the truth amdstinength of faith. Job has put it—*Shall we reeei
good at the hand of God, and shall we not receni2’éThe Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away;
blessed be the name of the Lord.” Whatever hapfmeus, if our faith is the work of the Holy Spintie
shall hold on to our trust in God.

Neither is our faith limited to what men call delrence It is a misrepresentation when His enemies
say, “He trusted on the Lord that He would delittem,” because though it is the truth, it is not the
whole truth. Our blessed Lord continued to trughim Father though the cup did not pass from Himd, a
though no legions of angels were sent to deliven ffom Pilate. Though the enemy was permitted to
exercise all his malice upon Him, until His blesgedly was nailed to the accursed tree, yet thh it
our Divine Lord and Master was not moved from tsadfastness. He trusted in God for something
higher than deliverance from death, for He lookegidnd the grave and said, “You will not leave My
soul in hell, neither will You suffer Your Holy Orte see corruption.” In all His pains His hearidsélt
is the Lord; let Him do what seems good to Him.eTilind world cannot understand this. They say,
like their father, “Does Job fear God for nothingiiey insinuate that Christian people trust God for
what they get out of Him. Now | have often thouttdt if the devil could have put it the other whg,
would have been very rejoiced to do so. Supposmhle have said, “Job serves God for nothing,” then
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the ungodly world would have shouted, “We told yamu God is a bad Paymaster. His servants may
serve Him as perfectly as Job, but He never gikemtany reward.” Happily, the accuser’'s grumble is
of quite the opposite kind. Neither one way northapis there any pleasing the devil and it is aot
thing we desire to do. Let him put it as he liké& serve God and we have our reward, but if thel Lor
does not choose to give us exactly what we lookvierwill still trust in Him, for it is our delightlt is a
misrepresentation to say of a believer that “Hsted on the Lordhat He would deliver him,if he is
supposed to trust for no other reason.

And dear friendsur faith is not tied to timeThat is the mistake of the statement in the t€key
said, “He trusted on the Lord that He would deli#dm”—as much as to say, “If God does not deliver
Him now His trust will have been a folly, and God will noive answered to His confidence.” But it is
not so. Brethren, if we are in the fire tonightdame are trusting in God, our faith does not mduwat we
expect to come forth from the furnace at this vesyr. No, we may not come out tonight, or tomorrow,
or next month, it may be not for years. We do mt3od down to conditions, and expect Him to dg thi
and that, and then if He does not in His wisdomfgde do it, threaten that we will trust Him noome.
The very worst we could do would be to make tharigieGod a slave to time, as though He must do
everything at our bidding, and measure His divirevements by the ticking of a clock. The Lord did
deliver His Son Jesus Christ, but He suffered Hirdie first, He was put into the grave before Hs wa
lifted up from the power of death, and if it had been that He died and lay in the tomb, He cowtd n
have had that splendid deliverance which His Faditewouchsafe Him when He raised Him again from
the dead. Had He not yielded to death there coale tbeen no resurrection for Him or for us. So, be-
loved, it may be God has not accomplished His pggpuith you yet, nor has He quite prepared you for
the height of blessing to which He has ordained YRaceive what He is going to give you, and gratefu
ly take the painful preliminaries. High palaces meve deep foundations, and it takes a long tmne t
excavate a human soul so deep that God can bgidgeous palace of grace therein. If it is a mete ¢
tage that the Lord is to build in you, you may @&caith small troubles, but if He is going to majai
a palace to glorify Himself with, then you may egpt have long trials. Coarse pottery needs net th
laborious processes which must be endured by supessels. Iron which is to become a sword for a
hero must know more of the fire than the metal WHies upon the road as a rail. Your eminence in
grace can only come by affliction. Will you not featrust in God if severe trials are ordained fou3o
Yes, of course you will! The Holy Spirit will be ¢hall-sufficient helper of your infirmities. | sayis
misrepresentation if we limit the Holy One of Idr&eeany form for our deliverance, or to any tinoe f
our deliverance. Let not the Lord of love be tredike a child at school, as if He could be taughy-
thing by us!

So, alsour faith must not judge at all by present circuamstes The ungodly world judges that
God has not delivered us because we are now ilgpand are at present distressed by it. Oh, how
wrongly the world judged Christ when it judged Hioy His condition! Covered with bloody sweat and
groaning out His soul to God beneath the olivemainight—why, they that passed by who did not
know Him must have judged Him to be a man accucsésod. “See,” they would have said, “we never
heard of a man that sweats blood before—sweat blo@dayer, and yet listen to His groaning, He is
not heard by God, for evidently the cup does nesfeom Him.” If any man had looked at our Lord
Jesus when He was on the cross and had heard MjMy God, My God, why have You forsaken
Me?” they would have certainly concluded that Heswl@e most ungracious and undeserving of men,
for had He been a saint, surely, they say, “Godladvoot have forsaken Him.” Yes, but you see they
only saw a little of our blessed Master’s careleeytonly looked upon a span of His existence. What
grievous error it was to have estimated His lifa-iy brief passion, knowing nothing of its grantkeimt!
See Him now while harps unnumbered sound His asel all heaven rejoices to behold His glory,
and the Father looks upon Him with ineffable detlighhis is the same Jesus who was crucified! What
do you think of Him now? You must not measure a tam little bit of his life, nor even by the whole
of his earthly career, for it is nothing compareithvihe hidden future of his life in eternity. Tleesen
measured David’s faith, and measure our faith bgtwhey see of us on one day. We are sick, we are
sorry, we are poor, we are troubled, and then Hagy “We told you so! This faith of theirs is nobrh
having, or else they would not fare so roughly erffcund in so much heaviness.” Faith and feelireg ar
in contrast. Outward circumstances must never baerttze tests of the value of pious trust in our God
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We must not judge God by His dealings with us moige ourselves by them, but let us still hold on to
this pure, simple faith that the Lord is good tcaéd. Let us love the Lord for a whole eternityHis
love, and then for everythinégr every turn of His hand, for every frown andoge and rebuke, for He
is good in everything, unalterably good. If withstifiaith of ours we are praying and pleading andl Go
does not answer us, does not help us, but leavesthe dark, yet still let not our trust waver.afy
man walks in darkness and sees no light, let hist &ind trust on until the light shall come.

So, then, we have just touched upon two pointstdh@ue man’s faith is soon made known, but
that, though it is known, it is usually misundemstoWe live among blind men, let us not be angry be
cause they cannot see.

[Il. Thirdly, THIS TRUE FAITH WILL, IN ALL PROBABILITY, BE MOCKED AT SOME TIME
OR OTHER. It is a great honor to a man to truskod, and so to have his name written upon the Arch
of Triumph which Paul has erected in the elevenidpter of Hebrews, where you see name after name
of the heroes who served God by faith. It is aigles thing to mingle our bones with those who are b
ied in that mausoleum which bears this epitaphg$ehall died in faith.” It is an honorable thinga® a
believer in God, but there are some who think they veverse, and these begin to scoff at the bmliev
Sometimeghey scoff at faith itselfThey count faith itself to be a folly of weak msdOr else they in-
sult over one particular Christian’s faith. “Ohliety say,'he professes to trust in God. This man talks
after this mad fashion! Why, he is a working médse lIother people—works in a shop along with me.
What has he to do with trusting God any more thaave? He is conceited and fanatical.” Or in other
circles they cry, “This is a man of business, hepeea shop, and | dare say he knows as much of the
tricks of the trade as we do, and yet he talks atsaating in God. No doubt He pretends to thishfao
win religious customers.” Sometimes the mockery esrintom one of your family, for faith’s foes live
in the same house with her. The husband has beemnkio say to his wife, “Ridiculous nonsense; your
trusting in God!” Yes, and parents have said thmesto holy children, and alas, children have grayn
to speak in the same fashion to their parentse¢ombunding of their hearts. As if faith in God wexe
thing that could be scoffed at, instead of beirgrtiost wise, and proper, and rational thing unéexvh
en, faith in God is a thing to be reverenced rathan reviled. True religion is sanctified commemnse.

It is the most commonsense thing in the world toymur trust in One that cannot lie. If | trust meifs

or trust my fellow man, | am thought to be in thestfcase self-reliant, and in the second case | am
judged to have a charitable disposition, yet ihagitcase | shall, sooner or later, prove my fdBlyt if |
trust God, who, can bring a reason against my denfie? What is there to be ridiculed in a man-trust
ing his Maker? Can HE fail that created the bluaveas; that settled the foundations of the earth an
poured out the waters of the great sea? Can thegAtynretract His promise because He is unable to
fulfill it? Can He break His word because circumsts master Him and prevent His performance of it?
“Trust you in the Lord forever: for in the Lord Jdmtah is everlasting strength.” The day shall come
when it will be known by all intelligent beings thanbelief of God is folly, but that faith in thadgnal

is essential wisdom. God give us more faith in Hiths\o doubt we may expect to have all the more of
the laughter of the ungodly, who will make a spelet®f us for our faith, but what of that? We caab
mockery and much more for His sake that died for us

And thenmen scoff at the very idea of divine interpositibhey judge the Lord’s deliverance to be
the main point of our faith. “He trusted God that Would deliver Him.” “Look,” they say, “he fancies
that God will delivethim, as if the Creator had not something else to dalbsdooking aftehim, poor
miserable creature that he is! He is nothing to-Gadmere speck—the insect of an hour, and yet he
trusts in God to interfere on his behalf.” The pkdphers laugh whenever you speak of divine ingfpo
tion, and count that we must be in the last stddenacy to expect anything of the kind. They bedien
laws, they say—irreversible, immutable laws, thahdj on, like the great cogs of a machine which,
when once they are set in motion, tear everythongiéces that comes in their way. They do not belie
that God fulfils promises, or answers prayers, aivers His people. Their God is a dead force, auth
mind, or thought, or love, or care. He who in natacts according to law is yet believed to have no
power to carry out His own word, which must alwéagslaw to a truthful being. Why, some of us are as
sure that God has interposed for us as if He hadthe heavens and thrust forth His right handolysi
before the eyes of all beholders. The wise onaghla us for this, but we are not abashed, ratbevel
reply, “Laugh if you like, and as long as you likeyt we daily receive unnumbered blessings from God
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in answer to our cries, and your laughter no mdiiects us than the noise of the dogs by the Nite di
turbs the flow of the river. We shall believe fdryour merriment, and if it pleases you to go oithw
your laughter we also will go on with our faith.h@& object of the ungodly man’s scorn is the ided th
God should ever interfere to help His people in Anraffairs, but you stand to it, O true believéos,

He does still show Himself strong on the behalthem that trust in Him. Let them say, and laugh at
you as they say it, “He trusted on the Lord thatwéeild deliver him,” but let none of these thingeve
you.

Further, we have known this mockery to extendlkdinds of faith in the divine lovélLet Him de-
liver Him,” they say, “seeing that He delightedHiim.” Perhaps you have unwisely told out the tdle o
God’s special love to those who are now makingdtyou, you have cast your pearls before swine, and
they turn again to rend you. They say, “This mays9aod loves him above others, that He chose him
before the world began, that He redeemed him frorory men with the blood of Christ, that he has
called him by His Holy Spirit, that He has admittaich into His secrets and made him His child,” and
then they laugh right lustily, as if it were a rgest. How the world rages against electing loveahnot
endure any specialty in grace. The idea that one shauld be more beloved of heaven than another, it
rejects as horrible. The heathen could not undaistacertain brave saint because he called himself
Theophorus, or “God-bearer,” but he stuck to it ttawas so, and this made his foes the more walathf
God dwelt in him, he said, and he would not givehigophappy belief, therefore they ceased not tokmoc
It was a carrying out of our text, “Let Him delivieim, seeing He delights in him.” Well, well, wenca
afford to bear these mockings, for if we are betblsg a king it will not much matter if we are snegr
at by His subjects; if we are beloved by God iaismall concern though all men should make us the
subject of their jest.

Ungodly men are exceedingly apt to fiathusement in the trials involved in the life andkwat
faith. Their cry of “Let Him deliver Him” implies thateir victim was in serious difficulty from which
he could not extricate himself. This is no novetijthe believer, but it makes rare fun for the wgo
What is the good of faith if the believer suffeifeelothers, and endures the same pains, and |lcasgs,
diseases as others? So the men of the world afpeg.would be believers too if it would bring them
fortune, or a handsome salary, or at least a lotaidd and a full cup. But when they see a sainthen
dunghill with Job or in the pit with Joseph or meetdungeon with Jeremiah, or among the dogs with
Lazarus, they sneer and cry, “Is this the rewardiety? Is this the recompense of godliness?” Tikey
to spy us out in our time of trouble and taunt uhwur confidence in God, and alas, there is sahmu
unbelief in us that we are all too prone in sucasses to question the justice and faithfulnesshef t
Lord, and to say with David, “Verily | have cleadsmy heart in vain, and washed my hands in inno-
cence.” It seems hard for us to be mocked by tise baes of the earth, to become the song and the by
word of the ungodly, yet this has happened to tteeléent of the earth and will happen yet agairt. Se
your account that this is a part of the covenahtttage, and accept it with joy for Christ’s sake.

I\V. Now, | must close with this point (though theremsich more to be said), THE TIME SHALL
COME WHEN THE FAITH OF THE MAN WHO HAS TRUSTED IN GD SHALL BE ABUN-
DANTLY JUSTIFIED. I think it is no small thing todvethe ungodly bearing witneskat “He trusted
in God that He would deliver Him.” | have known whiais to be exceedingly grateful to ungodly men
for helping me to believe that | am truly a child@®od. Somebody, years ago, uttered an atroci@us li
against me—an abominable slander. | was very lodvheavy of spirit at the time, but when | read it |
clapped my hands for joy, for | felt, “Now | haveeof the marks and seals of a child of God, fas it
written, ‘Blessed are you, when men shall revile,yand persecute you, and shall say all mannevibf e
against you falsely, for My sake.”” The love of therd’s brethren and the hatred of the Lord’s ereami
are two things to be desired. We may gather thaameenot of the wicked when they will not endure us
in their company, when our very presence irritélbesn, and they begin to rail and jeer. It has hapgde
to us even as Jesus said, “If you were of the wahlel world would love his own: but because you are
not of the world, but | have chosen you out of wweld, therefore the world hates you.” So that ¢hier
justification, as it were, of our faith even frohetlips of adversaries, and we ought to be tharfkfuit
instead of being downcast about it.

Another justification awaits us, and in due seaomill come. Brethren, the day will come when
God will deliver His peopleYou will be brought out of your trouble—it maytime immediately, but it
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will be seasonably. You may most wisely in the ntiega@ learn to glory in your tribulation. Your bitte
shall turn into sweets, and your losses into ga¥imsir sorrows shall be your joys, your strugglesiryo
triumphs—perhaps in this life this transformatiomyroccur, even as the Lord gave to Job twice as
much as he had before, but certainly in the lifedme you will find the tables turned. Then, what w
the ungodly say? They say now, “He trusted on (adl e would deliver him,” but they will be com-
pelled to say as they gnash their teeth, “God leéigated him.”

Whereas the ungodly ridicule the idea that Goehtded in His people, the day shall come when they
shall be made to see that He does delight in thghen the Lord appears on behalf of His people, and
gives them “beauty for ashes, the oil of joy forurmmong,” the wicked shall gnash their teeth, and be
filled with confusion. When the Lord shall turn agaur captivity, even our most desperate foesl shal
be made to say, “The Lord has done great thingshiem.” They shall wonder and be sorely vexed to
see how the Lord has such favor to His chosernely do not see it in this life, oh, what an exidoit
ungodly men will see of His delight in His peoptethe world to come! Dives sees Lazarus in Abra-
ham’s bosom; what a sight for him! They that s@fGod’s poor people here shall see them exalted to
be kings and priests, to reign with Christ foreaad ever, and what will they say then? What cag the
say but be compelled to bear witness that thetin faas justified.

Brethren, at the last great day ungodly men welivatnesses on behalf of the saints. If any doubt
whether the saints trusted in God, the wicked télcompelled to come forward and say, “They did
trust, for we laughed at them for it.” Of this aticht man they shall say, “He trusted on God that He
would deliver him.” In that day the unbelieving InMile swift withesses against themselves, for ag the
ridiculed the children of God here, they will haveead out before them as evidence of their enmity
against the Lord, and how will they answer it? Anmig generally much grieved with anyone who in-
jures his children. | have known a man behave p#yi¢o his neighbors, and put up with a great deal
from them, but when one of them has struck hisdghihave seen him incensed to the last degree. He
has said, “I cannot startat, | will not look on and see my own children abuséte Lord says, “He
that touches you touches the apple of My eye.”sleses from His throne in glory and stands upgndi
nantly while His servant Stephen is being stonetdh&d no other amusement whatever, | would not fo
merriment sake mock the people of God, for it @wdl hard with those who make unhallowed mirth out
of the saints of the Host High. If any of you haaeer done so—if you have done so ignorantly—the
Lord forgive you, and bring you to be numbered agbirs people, as was Saul of Tarsus, and if any of
you have done so knowingly, be humble and penitmd, the Lord will forgive you and receive you
among His people.

But whether you revile or flatter, it is all one #s. We are at a pass with you. We do trust in God
that He will deliver us, and we cannot be remowvedifthis confidence. O you mockers, we will not be
fooled out of our hope, or jested out of our pe&¢e.cannot find anyone like our God to trust taj an
we will not depart from Him in life or death, builwest in Him, come what may, even till we searHi
face to face.
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