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“He that walks righteously, and speaks uprightlyehthat despises the gain of oppressions,
that shakes his hands from holding of bribes, theibps his ears from hearing of blood,
and shuts his eyes from seeing evil; he shall dvegllhigh: his place of defense shall
be the munitions of rocks: bread shall be given hihis waters shall be sure.”
Isaiah 33:15, 16.

THERE were terrible times in Jerusalem in the dafyslezekiah. The Assyrian power was exceed-
ingly formidable, and it was ferocious to the ldsgree. Woe to the unhappy land which fell under th
power of this spoiler. Assyria knew not the mearohgmercy.” It came down “like a wolf on the fold,
tearing and devouring without pity. The armies eh&acherib were ravaging the kingdom of Judah, and
they had brought it into such a state that the lpgbpried, “The earth mourns and languishes: Letvano
is ashamed and hewn down: Sharon is like a wildsraed Bashan and Carmel shake off their fruits.”
Before the invaders the land was a garden, ancheéhem it was a desolate wilderness. Yet the Lord
had given a promise to His people in Jerusalemhnwise, “therefore thus says the Lord concerning
the king of Assyria, he shall not come into thiy,chor shoot an arrow there, nor come before thwi
shields, nor cast a bank against it. By the way tigacame by the same shall he return and shall not
come into this city, says the Lord.” NotwithstargliRabshakeh’s blasphemous letter, and all his foul
reviling, those who trusted in Jehovah were notndiged, for the Lord had promised to defend the city
for His own name’s sake.

There were godly men in the city, | fear they weoe many, who rested content with the sure prom-
ise of God, and went about their daily businestrigeerfectly safe. They would have felt securthd
whole land had swarmed with Assyrians as the figlih locusts, for they believed the word of the
Lord. Their trust was in the living God, and therefthey feared not the multitude of the enemy.tBat
whole of the inhabitants of Jerusalem were nohaf brave order, the unholy were afraid, and feéarfu
ness surprised the hypocrites. Their sin and theteit made cowards of them. They would all be de-
stroyed; they would all perish by the Assyrians! Whas to save them? What power could resist the
conqueror of nations? Where were the gods of Haraath Arphad? The people of those cities had
trusted in their gods, and yet none of them haad likdivered out of the hands of the invader. How
could Jehovah turn back the fierce tyrant, now kiealhad come upon the land like a flood?

The sinners and the hypocrites in the time of wiere discovered, the sinners showed their feat, a
the hypocrites manifested their unbelief. They Ibetgaflee before they were pursued. They trembled
though no enemy could be seen from the walls. Gogngeance was near to the city, the land smoked
with all-consuming fire, the flame of the Lord’sdignation burned perpetually—how could these men
hope to live in such times? As well hope to liveicduevouring fires and everlasting burnings. Alas,
there are many who dwell among God’s people atdhis and have a name and a place among them
who are sinners and not saints, hypocrites andelxtvers, and these will before long be discovered
and dismayed. While all goes well with the churéiGod, you cannot separate the vile from the pre-
cious, nor pluck up the tares from among the wheait,cast out the bad fish from among the good,
which are enclosed in the same net. But trying simeme, and days of adversity, and then the false
brethren are discerned. When persecution ariselsyjhacrites are offended, when affliction rushés li
a torrent, the sand-founded houses fall, and ezlheshall it be so when amid the terrors of thst la
tremendous day every secret thing shall be reveatetihypocrites and sinners shall appear in thesr
colors. Fearfulness will leap unexpectedly uponhieocrites to their intense surprise, for theyl ade
how impossible it is for them to dwell with God atadabide in His holy presence. Oh, dear brethedn,
us not be satisfied with being in Zion, or in thauch. Let us not rest till we are quite sure thatare
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not sinners in it, that we are not hypocrites jriat, mark you, if our religion is not sanctifyiragnd true,

it will fail us in the hour of trial. If our confience in God does not make us calm and hopefukitirtie

of temptation and sorrow, what is the use of it? i¥es certain that no man shall find his professto
be of use to him in testing times but he thatug tin it, he that is thorough in it, he that isther a sin-
ner nor a hypocrite in the sense in which thosede/are here used. Safety in Zion belongs to those b
in her by regeneration, reared in her by sanctibca enfranchised in her by faith in the Son ofdGo
settled in her by fixed principles, confirmed irr ly obedience to her laws, and bound to her nse
love of her king and her citizens. Such “shall dveel high” secure from danger, and only such, the a
iens and foreigners within her gates shall befong Ibe driven forth with shame.

We are going to look this morning at these favgredple; first, tanote their charactersecondly, to
observe their securitygnd to finish, thirdly, by stirring up all presewtseek their felicityOh, for the
aid of the Holy Spirit the entire sermon through!

|. First, let us NOTE THEIR CHARACTER.

They are described in part in the words of out,tbut | am obliged to go a little further afieldrf
one essential part of their character. The truglgeof God who in the time of danger will be preser
are a peoplevho display a humble, patient, present faith in Gbhidey reveal their character in the sec-
ond verse of the chapter before us when they pr&y-£6rd, be gracious unto us; we have waited for
You: be You their arm every morning, our salvatadso in the time of trouble.” They humbly cry, “O
Lord, be gracious unto us.” They are a praying peopho make their appeal to God under a sense of
need; they are not fatalists for they pray, neitdwer they self-sufficient, for they seek help fr@od.
They beseech the Lord to bless them not accordintpgir own merit, but according to His grace.
Though their outward life has been cleansed, aanl tiearts are renewed, yet they do not imagine tha
they have any claim upon God, but their appeal idis free favor, “O Lord, be gracious unto us.€yh
are not a people who think that God will be grasioecessarily, and that, therefore, they need nagt p
for mercy, for they are found crying to Him in eashprayer. They are, you see, a trustful peoph®, w
feel that they have need, and that their need céy lme fulfilled by the sovereign grace of God, to
whom they make supplication. Those who dwell orhhigth God are always lovers of grace; it is the
top and bottom of their hope.

Furthermore, they are a waiting people, “We hawatted for You.” If the Lord does not seem to
hear their prayer at once, they nevertheless expattHe will do so, and therefore, they wait expat
ly. If at once they have not all the comfort angl jbey would desire, they tarry God’s pleasure, not
rushing into sin to snatch a hasty rescue, noringnaway at the first rebuff and saying, “What [or¢f
there if we wait upon Him?” Quite certain that therd does hear prayer, and that He waits to be gra-
cious, they hopefully wait His time, for His apptirents are always wise.

They are a people who have a present faith, wthielg exercise every day, saying, “Be You their
arm every morning!” They do not imagine that by ingvtrusted in God years ago they have obtained
salvation, and therefore may now live without falblat they believe today as they believed fromkibe
ginning of their Christian life, and so prove mérthat “the just shall live by his faith.” Everiep they
are depending, every morning they are looking ugh&hills from where their help comes. These are
the true people of God, and the only people of Gudsting, hoping, expecting, relying and resting up
on the Lord their God. The fear of the Lord is theeasure, and they cry with exultation in theglaage
of the 229 verse, “The Lord is our judge, the Lord is our ¢aver, the Lord is our king; He will save
us.” The description in our actual text is the pattof their outer life, but a living faith is treecret ba-
sis and foundation of it all.

This being understood, our text gives a desciptibthese people, setting out their various fesgtur
It first describegheir feef or how they walk, “He who walks righteously.” Frahas an effect upon our
entire manhood. When a man believes, his faithctdffevery part of him, it operates upon his actions
thoughts, wishes, and designs, and it affects bistiprivate and public life. One of the first eundes of
a true belief in God is that a man walks rightepullle tries to act rightly towards his God and toiga
his fellow men, and thus he is led to be devoubteethe Lord, and upright among men. The rule of
right is the rule for him, not policy, nor the hoptgain, nor the desire to please, much lessukedf
the flesh and the pride of life. By the grace ofdG® labors above all things to walk in the narvosy
of true holiness. | want you to notice this, beeall®e promise | am going to speak about belongstonl
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the people who answer to this description, theeegare you to it that you do not take the comfothef
promise if you come not under the character to wiitwath comfort is given. The man who does not walk
righteously shall not dwell on high; there shallrbe place of defense for him. If we depart from the
ways of righteousness, and run in the paths oWibked, we shall meet with the same fate as thBg. “
not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoeveraa sows that shall he also reap.” Where the grace
of God truly dwells, and a living faith is in exese, the man becomes righteous in his walk andemenv
sation, and his course is more and more conformduketwill of the Lord. | deny that a man is a beér

in the Lord Jesus if he remains a dishonest mdeny that he has real faith in Jesus Christ ifsheft-
ten in heart, unjust in business, and untrue & life knows not Christ who delights in iniquity.
see that the first description of this blessed mha is to dwell on high is very searching, for aes$ not
relate to his profession, but to his walk and cosagon from day to day. It is not talk, but actitat
we have here. Here is no room for the fiction afrfality; all is fact, fact of daily life.

The next feature that is describechis tongue—He speaks uprightly.” No description of a man’s
character can be perfect which does not includeech. A man who lies, or who talks obscenely or
profanely, is a bad man! A man, whose words am@gamnt and boastful, cruel and slanderous, unreliabl
and deceptive, unchaste and impure, is no chilGad. The grace of God very speedily sweetens a
man’s tongue, and if his religion does not opergien his speech, surely it is not the religion hod t
pure and holy God. “By your words you shall beified, and by your words you shall be condemned.”
If the tongue is set on the fire of hell, the heamot on fire with grace from heaven. The do&ays,
“Stick out your tongue,” and he judges the symptafilealth or disease thereby, assuredly, themne is
better test of the inward character than the candif the tongue. “Out of your own mouth will Idge
you” is a fair decision. If, then, our lips do regeak uprightly, that is, speak truthfully and lysif our
tongue is not salted and sanctified by the graceaaf, then we cannot claim any of the privilegescivh
are described in our text. God grant that we maygby our conversation that the Lord has reneveed u
in our inner man.

The next feature ithe heart—He that despises the gain of oppressions.” Noy ololes he not op-
press any man, nor wish to gain anything by exdartrr by grinding the faces of the poor, or by any
of unrighteousness, but he thinks such gain as tnlighmade in that fashion to be utterly contempti-
ble—he despises it. He desires gain if it may cahaanly to him, prosperity is as welcome to hintas
another man, for he has his own needs and the méduls household for which he is bound to provide,
but if any should say to him that there is goldoohad through pinching the laborer in his wages, o
through grasping by law that which is not morally bwn, he abhors the thought. He says of such gain
“I would not win it if I could. | would not put sircevil money among my honest earnings; it would pol
lute all the rest of my substance.” A good mare&qus lest he should seem to receive the wagas-of
righteousness. He desires to receive his goodkessifigs at the hands of God, and not to win thew a
spoil from the oppressed. A true Christian would Imong into his house a thing over which he could
not seek the blessing of God, he would count hiagt accursed like Achan’s wedge of gold. Many
ways of making money which are tolerated nowadaygslav be loathsome to a right-minded man.
Though unrighteous practices should promise tddlhouse with silver and gold, he would not fallo
them. He could not sell his Lord for pieces of silHe despises the gain of oppression. It is esrtine
of the streets to him. He looks down upon it witteucontempt. Dear friends, it little matters wbat
outward life may be, or even what our speech mayifb®ur heart is not affected by our religion. If
grace only lies skin-deep in you, it has only sayedr skin, but not your soul. Until grace touclies
mainspring, it has done nothing to purpose, thethmeast despise evil, as well as the lips denounce
Until the wellhead is sweetened, the streams ark kot only must | do right, but love right; nonly
must | avoid wrong, but | must hate wrong; not omlyst | refuse unrighteous gain, but | must utterly
despise it. See, my brethren, how much is necessdoye any one of us can claim the choice blessing
which are spread before us in the second part rofeot

The portrait does not ontite handsthose important members of the body—those proniaetors
both for good and for evil. In Isaiah’s day bribevgis connected with every government office higth an
low, but the good man “shakes his hands from hgldihbribes.” If money was slipped into his hand
before he was aware of it, he shook it off withigmétion. He would not take what was offered orgkee
what was given. There is still much bribery abraadndirect ways men are offered advantages i the
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will wink at evil, or frown on good. Satan temptsung and old with the old insinuation, “All these
things will I give you if you will fall down and wship me.” The Destroyer still makes merchandise of
souls. Oh, for grace to shake off every sort didfrom our hands as men shake off dust from feeir

with utter abhorrence when their indignation is kereed. Clean hands are as necessary as renewed
hearts. If your hands clutch the reward of a sibfadle, or a dishonest transaction, or if you leofatofit

by countenancing wrong, or forbearing from rightuyare not among the people whom the Lord has
sworn to guard with His own right hand.

Thus we have described the feet, the tongue, ¢lagt,nand the hand. Now comié®e ear—“that
stops his ears from hearing of blood.” Men, whaglkeged in war, in olden times, were apt to regale o
another with their cruel deeds—whom they slew aow they slew them. They rolled the dainty mor-
sels of cruelty under their tongues. In Hezekiaim®, | guarantee, tales were told with blood-red or
that would have made our ears tingle, and these greredily listened to by those of a coarse syiit.
the good man in Jerusalem would not hear them. Vdheran boasted of having slain such an enemy,
the godly man said, “Go tell your tale somewhegseglest | bring you before the judge. | will naaln
of your wicked doings. | cannot endure your brugdk.” He shut his ears, he drew back from the dis-
course; it was sickening to him. Now it is not tiearing of blood alone that you and | must avoid, b
the hearing of anything that is tainted, pruriskgptical, depraving. This has much to do withhbelth
of a genuine Christian’s soul—that he puts an eg@apon unclean conversation, counts it contraband,
and will not allow it to enter his soul by the gatlethe ear. He wisely shuts the gate, lets dowiran
gate and pulls up the drawbridge, so that no fitbgnmunication may come in by Ear-gate. The same
sacred prudence prevents our reading books whigtc@rupt, or false. As soon as we reach a page
which has an ill savor about it, we drop the volusné return it to its owner, or if it is our owngwast
it into the fire that it may do no harm to othefie righteous man “stops his ears.” He will notriter-
ested in that which cannot subserve his highestast. He is not willing to be like the king in thiry,
poisoned through the ear. He knows that an ill ¢alenot injure him if he never hears it, and thanef
he denies his curiosity that he may preserve hisong undefiled. He is deaf to news about which a
good man would be mute. He has the blood upondrist@ signify that his Lord has bought him with a
price in that member, as well as in every othess, Yés ear is bored to the doorpost of truth, bieaimay
hear it and it only, with full intent of heart.

The picture is complete whehe eyesare mentioned—"and shuts his eyes from seeing’ évd.
cannot help seeing it as he goes along his pilggenthrough life, but he seeks not such a sight,aand
much as he can he avoids it. He takes no pleasuheimost brilliant displays of folly. Vain pompad
glories charm him not. He does not seek his amustmegazing upon gaudy wickedness. If there is
turmoil in the street he is not the man that wél dalled as a witness to it, for he discreetly walke
other way, leaving off strife before it is meddledh. He is one that does not leap into the ditclhie
hope that he may come out of it without being cedewith mire, but he chooses the clean path and
keeps out of harm’s way. When others crave to ieehe judges such life to be death, and pursues a
nobler path. He wishes to see only that which isdg@and true, and helpful to his progress to heaven
Opened eyes and ears are good, but sometimes @gescand stopped ears are better. You know the
old classic story of how Ulysses caused his satlonsass the rocks of the Sirens in safety. Theeswe
enchanting song of the fatal sisters would haveirfiased the mariners, and drawn them upon the yocks
and so the crafty Ulysses sealed the ears of aliairiners with wax, lest the sweet deluders shdeid
stroy them—

“Then every ear | barr'd against the strain,

And from access of frenzy lock’d the brain.”
To be blind and deaf and dumb in some places woellthr better than to hear and see and speak to our
own condemnation, it is infinitely better to enteto life halt or blind or deaf, than, having alirgpow-
ers, to use them for sinful purposes, and fall thofires of hell at the last.

Shortly, the text means just this, that a trueebel is a man who has himself well in hand, having
mastery over his whole manhood. He has a bit imbath of all the steeds which draw the chariot of
life, and he holds them under due control. He mal let his ear or his eyes delude his fancy, srféet
or hands deface his conduct, nor his heart or termpiray his spirit. He will have nothing to do hwit
evil, he has no fellowship with it, and his spistredeemed, regenerated, renewed. He will notabe f
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tered into pride, nor bribed into deceit, nor alliinto unholiness. The Holy Spirit has worked im fa
holy spirit, and integrity and uprightness presdria.

The true Christian is a man who keeps himselfraé#e common sins of the age, the popular vices
which flourish uncondemned. The sins mentionedhétéxt were those current in Jerusalem. There they
oppressed the poor, they ground them down in tkeis, in their wages, in the price of food, in tisel-
ry demanded for loans, there they took bribes,smd justice. But the good man did not becausé®ef t
fear of the Lord. In Jerusalem men-at-arms gainealtlv by deeds of blood and violence, they devoured
widows’ houses and ate up the inheritances ofdtteefless, but the child of God did not. He wasasut
the fashion. Gainful sins were to him most accurstelwould rather suffer wrong than inflict it. Ddv
sketched this man in his 24salm, and with this | give a finishing strokethe portrait—“Who shall
ascend into the hill of the Lord? Or who shall gtam His holy place? He that has clean hands, and a
pure heart; who has not lifted up his soul untoityamor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive thess-
ing from the Lord, and righteousness from the Gbli®salvation.”

Il. We have reached our second head. | ask you tonfathe while, concerning these godly men,
WE OBSERVE THEIR SECURITY.

Observe it, firstas it is pictorially describeth the text. The times are those of war. The ba#tges
in the plain, but, “he shall dwell on high,” alafpon the craggy rocks shall be his citadel. In sroé
invasion men resorted to the highest mountainsracks, that there they might be sheltered among the
lofty fastnesses. While others flee, this man staléll—dwell at ease, in permanent peace, and that
dwelling shall be on the heights, far beyond thecheof the invader. Is not this glorious? The baofds
robbers ravage all around, but they cannot pluhder he looks down upon them and defies their pow-
er. There upon the inaccessible rock stands thetpeace, its quiet walls gleaming in the surtligimd
flashing back a calm defiance to the foe. “Mark ywell her bulwarks.” A believer dwells on the
heights, his life is hid with Christ in God; he can be reached by the darts of the adversary.

“Yet,” says one, “though he dwells on high theraganay reach him by scaling-ladders, or by some
other means of assault.” By no means shall theyeshim, for he shall have a “place of defense.it Is
not written, “In the fear of the Lord is strong déalence: and His children shall have a place aigef?
“Salvation will God appoint; for walls and bulwark#\s a castle prepared for war, as “the tower af D
vid built for an armory,” so shall the Lord be uriics people. The adversary shall rage in vain, isgsh
himself against ramparts which he cannot shakeshd#l go round the city like a dog, but find no en-
trance, for the Lord is there.

“Yet,” says one, “these walls may be dashed dawmay fall into decay.” Not so, for “His place of
defense shall be the munitions of rocks.” Stupesdouks, firm, massive, enormous, shall furnish Aim
hiding place. Immutable strength shall gird himwerd both by day and by night forever and ever. “His
place of defense shall be the munitions of rock&t one fortification, but many shall make up his
stronghold. Mountains shall be round about him,dblkd foundations of the earth shall stand between
him and the enemy, and nothing shall by any meartshim—

“Mountains of stupendous rock

His dwelling place shall be,

There might his soul without a shock

The wreck of nature see.”
“Yet,” says one, “the enemy may starve a man outigfcitadel; rock cities have been captured dt las
because the inhabitants have been pinched withenuiipere has been nothing for the men-at-arms to
eat, and therefore they have sold their castléfead.” But this is also provided for, “His breddhl be
given him.” God will take care that the godly shadit want. As the Lord’s chosen cannot be drivefy ou
so they shall not be starved out. The believerl $taddl the fort till Christ shall come, for the lawek of
angels shall be rained upon him sooner than hélskél

“Ah, well,” says one, “but even if bread could dmnveyed into the fortress, yet you know these ele-
vated positions cannot be readily supplied withemyaand by thirst they may be forced to yield.” The
promise has thought of that also, for it is writtéims waters shall be sure.” The well within thate
shall never fail, the hidden springs shall neverdhed up, and the people of the city shall drimkl a
drink as much as they will, and yet the supply Ishever be exhausted. O you enemy, let your hopeles
warfare end! Give up the conflict, for vainly dowbeleaguer the city of God! The chosen of the Lord
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shall never be conquered by the foe, for his Gadtaleen measures to garrison him against all assaul
and to deliver him in all straits.

Do you remind me that all this is poetry? | answkrs a poetical description, but it is trueenery
jot and tittle,” and so | ask you to accompany nielevwe consider this things it may be actually ex-
perienced

It is a matter of fact that the man who believeghe Lord Jesus Christ, and lives as a Christian
should live, dwells on the heights. His mind iselif up above the common cares, and worries, aral vex
tions of life. The Holy Spirit has begotten him sganto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, and therefore his conversasan heaven, from where he looks for his Savior,
the Lord Jesus. | am sure that many of you knowtwths to ride on the high places of the eartid &m
look down upon the world as a poor, paltry thinguYhave walked with God in light, even as He is in
the light, and then you have been filled with a yayich no man takes from you, and you have trod the
world beneath your feet, and all that earth callsdjor great. Thus has it been true of you, “hdl sha
dwell on high.”

You have also found that you have had a placeefdnde in time of trouble. Though often assailed,
you have never been really injured. Unto this deyrage of man has caused you no real loss. You can
understand today the meaning of that word, “Whoyaxe that you should be afraid of a man that shall
die, and of the son of man which shall be madea@ssg§” Even Satan himself has not been able te over
throw you. You have trod upon the lion and the dragn the name of the Lord you have resisted the
devil, and he has fled from you. Tell it out thigycto all the sons of men, that the Lord your Gad h
been a wall of fire round about you. | also willjoyou in this glorying. “O my soul, you have trod
down strength!” All things have worked together ¢mod to us up till now and we know it, we have had
a place of defense, and in this we will rejoice bBedylad.

And do you not know today how secure, how immugablyour defense? Even as the eagle on the
rock cannot be reached by the fowler, so are yourse Look! You have God’s promise—*| will never
leave you nor forsake you!” “No good thing will Héthhold from them that walk uprightly.” These
promises are the munitions of rocks behind which gce sheltered; the sure words of an unchanging
God are your bulwarks. You also have the oath af @your high tower, for He has sworn by Himself
because He could swear by no greater. There sHisdvenant made up of promises, secured by oath,
and ratified by blood. Who shall break within thiae of defense? What munitions of rock can be com-
pared with these things in which it is “impossiide God to lie"—these pledges which God can never
dishonor, these guarantees of everlasting faiteidrthat can never be questioned. Oh, the blessad s
rity of a child of God!

At this present moment, O child of God, you areslliwg where you must be safe, for, first, you
were chosen before the foundation of the world, @od will not lose His choice, nor shall His decree
be frustrated. Next, you have been bought withpifeeious blood of the Son of God Himself, and He
will never lose what He has dearly bought. You hlbeen quickened by the Holy Spirit, and such a life
can never die. You know who has said, “I give uMity sheep eternal life, and they shall never perish,
neither shall any pluck them out of My hand.” Yoavk been taken into the family of God, and made
His child, and will your Father now disown you, remove your name out of the family register? You
are also joined unto Christ in one spirit, you arenember of His body, of His flesh, and of His beri
and shall Christ be dismembered and the Son ofti@adrn in two? Believing in my Lord this morning
| stand where the devils of hell cannot reach me,where the angels of God might envy me, for | can
exclaim in your name and in my own, “Who shall sapaus from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord?” We challenge earth and hell, taime eternity, to dissolve the blessed union between
Christ and His people. Who is he that can harmigaou are followers of that which is good? If your
confidence is in the living God, who, shall put youshame?

I must not fail to notice that the poetic utterantyour bread shall be given you,” is also litéyal
true. It has been true to you, my brethren, conogryiour daily bread. That word is true, “TrustTihe
Lord, and do good; so shall you dwell in the lazag verily you shall be fed.” At times there hagtbe
little on the table, but all-sufficiency has sfilled the storehouse. When God multiplied theasitl the
meal of the poor women at Sarepta, | do not belibaeat any one moment she ever had more than suf-
ficed for a single meal. Every day that Elijah tveith her, she had to scrape the bottom of theehar
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for she had never more than a handful of meal dittleacil. We are not told that either the baroelthe
cruse was filled up, but we read—-the barrel of hstwll not waste, neither shall the cruse of ail. f

You may frequently reach the end of your provisiout, you can never exhaust your Provider. The meal
may come by handfuls, and the oil may only drip dnafp by drop, but what does that matter? Was not
the manna from heaven a small round thing, andtaidt fall morning by morning? If you have earthly
provision as you need it, should it not suffice §dtiyou get as much as you need at this meal,aand
much as you need for the next meal, is it not w&tl not the loaves of heavenly bread all the bétte
being fresh and fresh? The manna would not keepbiad worms; who wants such unsavory food?
There is nothing like living from hand to mouth whi is from God’s hand to faith’s mouth. Daily
bread promotes daily gratitude, and from God’s hhadrly providence brings multiplied tokens of
love, and is a surer sign of remembrance than itewdd have life’s mercies all in a lump. “His bdea
shall be given him” refers also to heavenly breadich we have even more cause to think about, than
about the bread which perishes; this also shafjileen us. If we are driven away from a faithful isin

try, if we move to the utmost ends of the earth nehvee miss the means of grace, yet the Lord watlife
our souls. If His ministers do not feed us, He Wilnself minister to us. The word of the Lord shadit
cease to nourish us. “The Lord is my shepherdall stot want.”

As for the waters, the living waters of grace ahthe Holy Spirit, these shall always flow; in sum
mer and winter shall the still waters be founda@tryside. Yes, they shall be within you “a wellvedter
springing up unto everlasting life.” Words cannell the privilege of the man who lives in God, and
lives with God! He need not shiver in the dampsath—he lives on high; he need not fear the fdiry o
the enemy, for he has a place of defense; he na&tedr@ad the lapse of time, his munitions are okyo
he need not tremble at famine and drought, hissiekdll all be met by the care of heaven. The man
who knows His sins are forgiven, who is coverecwiite righteousness of Christ, who is in vital umio
with the Lord Jesus, who is indwelt by the Holy rf@pthat man, | say, need not desire to be angroth
than he is, but may give himself up to blessing praising and magnifying the Most High every mo-
ment of his life till he is caught up to the highbgaven, to dwell where enemies cannot threaten no
necessities arise.

lll. So this brings me to close by urging you, deanfigg to SEEK THEIR FELICITY.

First, shall | need to say, “Do not try to obtdiby hypocrisy’? Since they are so happy, whom God
favors, do not think that by getting your name ititeir church book you will necessarily be favoted.

Oh, brethren, be true believers and not make-ba&ige\Do not pretend to be what you are not. Sininers
Zion are still sinners, and they will one day bea@f. Hypocrites, though joined with the peoplezafd,

are still hypocrites, and will before long be sispd with fearfulness. Do not hope by a mere empty
profession to win the blessedness of God’s pedpidgy such means you will win a curse rather tleem
blessing.

Secondly, do not hope to win the bliss of the teglis by self-righteousness, for although we have
been describing righteous men this morning, yethaxe not been describing self-righteous men. The
self-righteous is not righteous; the two things aide apart as the poles asunder. These very people
whom God favored had sinned, for we read in thentywéourth verse of the chapter, “The people that
dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.” €hblessing is not to the man who glories in hiinn
cence, but “Blessed is he whose transgressionrgsvém, whose sin is covered.” These favored people
cried, “O Lord, be gracious unto us.” They knewitheed of grace. Do not hope that God will favor
you when you neither confess your sin nor seekgkise. Self-righteousness damns; it is only thiet+ig
eousness of God that saves. Seek the charactehamivilege of the saints as a gift of divineaga
Gladly would | drop into your hearts and mouthg thkayer of the second verse, “O Lord, be gracious
unto us.” | commend it to you. Go to your homes anglour silent chamber pour out your hearts with
cries and tears, saying, “O Lord, be gracious w#oWe cannot walk in Your ways, and keep our
tongue and eyes and ears as we desire to do umesse renewed and preserved by Your grace. Be
gracious in forgiving the past and in helping ustfte future to live in Your fear and service. Dust
through Christ Jesus our Lord, we implore You.”

Your prayer shall be heard, and these blessingl Isé yours, but see to it that you seek unto the
Lord by a sincere faith. Again, use the secondevas your guide, and cry, “Be You our arm every
morning, our salvation also in the time of troubléommit yourself to the guardian care of the Lord
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each day and especially fly to Him in the hourrouble, and then will He create righteousness in yo
and cause you in every good word to do His will, Ggay, and seek unto the Strong for strength,tand
the Righteous One for righteousness, and the bigssif the dweller upon the heights shall be yours.

As for you, my dear brothers and sisters, whoraa#ly walking before the Lord aright, straining
with your utmost endeavors to do only that whicfus and true, at the same time trusting alongein
sus for your salvation, | would charge you to regoexceedingly. If this text is true, that we dwail
high and that our place of defense is the munitadnm®cks and that our bread shall be given usand
waters shall be sure, let us be glad! What a hpgople we ought to be! We ought, every one ofas, t
have a beaming face, flashing eyes, an elasti¢ atsimging life, a courageous heart. All men stidod
made to feel that the chosen of the Lord are ayhappple. It is our privilege beyond that of alhet
men to go through the world with heaven about ¢eps It is not ours to be clad in the weeds of sor
row, for the Bridegroom is with us. We are not coamtied to complain, but to rejoice. | leave to ather
the task of showing the beauty of groaning, ordékghtfulness of murmuring; it is mine to urge ytou
shake yourselves from the dust, and put on yountifehgarments. Why are you so cast down? Dear
people of God, you go out in the streets in ragd, yet you have royal robes provided for you; why d
you not put them on? “Oh,” you say, “but | haveajreorrow.” Yes, but it is written, “As sorrowfujet
always rejoicing.” Why tell everybody of your griefs there any good to be done by that? What does
our Lord say? “But you, when you fast, anoint ybead and wash your face that you appear not unto
men to fast.” It is a Christian’s duty to be hap@yhat a blessed religion is that in which joy imatter
of precept—"Rejoice in the Lord always, and agasay, Rejoice.”

| have been so long away from England that | doknow where our Queen is residing just now, but
if I had the wings of a dove, and could mount itite upper air, | would soon find out. | should Idok
the Royal Standard. | should see it floating ovend8or or Osborne, and by this token | should &gy t
royal abode. Fling out the banner to the breezenwthe king is within. Is the king at home with you,
dear brothers and sisters? Do not forget to disflaystandard of holy joy. Hoist it up and keeftying.
When the Bridegroom is not with us, we will mouBut so long as we see His face, no man can make
us fast. Rejoice, and yet again rejoice, and tetushe Royal Standard fly at the top of the towdre
King is within us! The Prince of Peace is enthroimedur hearts! The Lord is exalted, for He dwells
high, and we dwell on high with Him. Glory be udts name. Ring the joy-bells! With clamor of unit-
ed joy let us shout unto our God who makes ust® upon the high places of the earth! Let it bevkmo
abroad that there is no God like our God and nglgelike His people. Under heaven there are none so
joyous as the Lord’s afflicted saints, none so asltthe Lord’s poor, none so honored in heavehasset
that are despised of men for Christ’'s sake, noneathy to be envied as those who today are riditul
for their faith in God. The Lord be with you, ankk$s every one of you with the full enjoyment akth
majestic text, for Christ's sake. Amen.
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