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“For you have not received the spirit of bondageaag to fear; but you have received
the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Fath&€he Spirit itself bears
witness with our spirit, that we are the childreri God.”
Romans 8:15, 16.

THESE two verses are full of the word “spirit,” atieby are also full of spiritual truth. We havedea
in previous verses about the flesh and of the réisat comes of minding it, namely, death. But now,
this verse, we get away from the flesh and thinl ohthe work of the Holy Spirit upon our spiritsnd
of the blessed privilege which comes of it—"that s¥@uld be called the sons of God.” We cannot enter
into this except by the power of the Holy Spirdr the spiritual truth must be spiritually discedneur
eyes need God's light, and our spirits need they ISglirit's quickening. We breathe our prayer to the
Great Spirit that He would make us feel the fullami@eg of His word.

| think that | see in the text the fourfold worktbe Spirit, first,the spirit of bondage,esondly,the
spirit of adoption.Thirdly, the spirit of prayerhere it is, “Whereby we cry.” And fourthlyhe spirit of
witness, The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirhat we are the children of God.”

|. Consider, first of all, THE SPIRIT OF BONDAGHMuch of the bondage in which we are plunged
by our fallen nature is not the work of the SpaitGod at all Bondage under sin, bondage under the
flesh, bondage to the fashions and customs of trkdwbondage under the fear of man—this is carnal
bondage, the work of the flesh, of sin, and ofdbeil. But there is a sense of bondage, to whithink,
the apostle here mainly alludes, which is of th@iSpf God. Before the Spirit of God within us be-
comes the Spirit of liberty, He is, first of alhe Spirit of bondage. The Spirit is not first aak&ning
Spirit to us, but a withering Spirit—"“The grass lats, the flower fades: because the Spirit of tbelL
blows upon it: surely the people is grass.” Therdi\Spirit wounds before He heals, He kills befdee
makes alive. We usually draw a distinction betwkamwork and gospel-work, but law-work is the
work of the Spirit of God, and is so far a trueggswork that it is a frequent preliminary to tlog jand
peace of the gospel. The law is the needle whielwsirafter it the silken thread of blessing, and you
cannot get the thread into the stuff without thedde, men do not receive the liberty wherewith &thri
makes them free till, first of all, they have fethtndage within their own spirit driving them to dor
liberty to the great Emancipator, the Lord JesusSEhThis sense or Spirit of bondage works for our
salvation by leading us to cry for mercy.

Let us notice thathere is a kind of bondage which is, in part atsedahe work of the Spirit of God
although it is often darkened, blackened, and nhagl@ in a great measure by other agencies which do
not aim at our benefit. That part of the bondagékvh shall now describe is altogether the workhed
Spirit of God. That is, firstwhen men are brought into bondage through being/icmed of sin This
bondage is not the work of nature, certainly, nélierwork of the devil. It is not the work of humara-
tory, or of human reason; it is the work of therBmf God, as it is written, “When the Spirit olith is
come, He shall convince the world of sin.” It needmiracle to make a man know that he is in very
deed a sinner. He will not admit it. He kicks agaiin. Even when he confesses the outward transgres
sion, he does not know or feel the inward heinossréd his guilt, so as in his soul to be stunned, a
confounded, and humbled, by the fact that he mbalragainst his God. Now, no man can ever know a
Savior without knowing himself a sinner, even asman can value a physician while he is ignorant of
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the existence and evil of disease. By the killiegtence of the law we are bruised, and broken, and
crushed to atoms, as to all comeliness and sdifeqgsness. This, | say, is the work of the Spifit
God. He works a necessary sense of bondage wishiry putting us under a sense of sin.

The Spirit of God is always the Spirit of trutmdatherefore He only convinces men of that which is
true. He puts them into no false, or fanciful, eedless bondage. “When the Spirit of truth is cores,
shall convince the world of sin"—because it is ginf/Vhen the Spirit puts men into bondage because
they are sinners, He only puts them into theirtriglace. When He came to some of us by the law He
made us feel what we were by nature, and what Wearid saw was the truth. He made us see things as
they really were. Until He came, we put bitter $oveet and sweet for bitter, darkness for light kgt
for darkness, but when the Spirit of truth was cpthen sin appeared as sin. Then we were in bondage
and it was no fancied slavery, but the very truth.

The Spirit of God also brought us farther into tage when Henade us feel the assurance that
punishment must follow upon siwvhen He made us know that God can by no meaas tie guilty,
and that He was not playing with us when He salthe"“soul that sins, it shall die.” We were made to
feel the sentence of death in ourselves that wétmgt trust in ourselves. At that time we trembded
the brink of fate. We wondered that we were nataally in hell. We were so convinced of sin thatasw
a matter of astonishment to us that the sentertenali immediately take place upon us. We were
speechless before God, as to excuse or justifitaii® could not offer anything by which we couldntu
away the edge of justice, though we saw it likditheging sword stripped of the scabbard of almyght
patience. Do you know what this means? | can hdrdpe that you will prize the atonement, or feel th
sweetness of the expiation by blood, unless, @ifsdll, you have felt that your soul’s life was dige
God on account of your transgressions. We must ka@lhutting-up under the sentence of the law, or
we shall never rejoice in the liberty which comesus by grace through the blood of the Lamb of God.
Blessed be the Spirit of God for working in us t@uble sense of bondage, first making us to know
that we are guilty, and secondly, making us feat the justice of God must punish us for sin.

And then, further, the Spirit of God operates &pdait of bondage upon the hearts of those whom
God will save, by bringing them feel the bitter impossibility of their hoping teeal themselves by the
works of the lawWe heard this sentence thundered in our soul—iydeeds of the law there shall no
flesh be justified in His sight: for by the lawtlse knowledge of sin.” We could not meet our Godem
the law, we looked up to Sinai’s fiery summit, wiehe Lord revealed Himself, and we felt that its
crags were too steep for our tottering feet to blifven if the way were smooth, how could we dare t
pass through the thick darkness, and hold commumittnJehovah, who is a consuming fire? The Spirit
of God once and for all weaned us from all thougfh& righteousness of our own. We were clean di-
vorced from the legal spirit, and compelled to atihe very notion of justifying ourselves in thglsi
of a pure and holy God by our works, or feelingsgpmayers. This was the work of the Spirit of God.

This result is always produced in every child afdiGbut not always by the same degree of bondage.
Fetters of different weights are used in this prjsas wisdom and prudence appoint. The Spirit ofdbo
age comes not to all alike, for some find peacelé@d a moment, and come to Calvary as soonias S
nai begins to thunder.

I have known this Spirit of bondage come with gjfeece to men who have been open transgressors.
Others who have been kept by the preventing gré&God from the extremes of open sin have not felt
as much of it. But men that have blasphemed Gakeorthe Sabbath, and violated every holy thing—
when they are brought before God under a sensm,ohave frequently had a hard time of it. See how
Saul was blinded three days, and did neither eadrink. Read John Bunyan’s “Grace Abounding,”
and notice the five years of his subjection to ®ysrit of bondage. It must in Bunyan’s case besdot
that his bondage was far from being altogethemtbek of the Spirit, for much of it arose from hig/io
unbelief. But still there was in the core and hedrit, a work of the Spirit of God most wonderfull
convincing him of sin. | would not wonder if someroy hearers, who may have gone far into outward
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transgression are made to feel, when brought tatsgilife, great grief and humiliation under anse
of their sin.

Such bondage often happens to those who, asdreutiiors used to say, were “close sinners”—men
who did not even know that they were sinners atball, in consequence of their morality and thetstr
ness of their lives, had a high conceit of thein@axcellence in the sight of God. Certain of theseple
experience most fearful convictions of sin, as@idGvould say to each one, “I must rid you of yoeif-s
righteousness. | must cure you of trusting in yoaral life, and therefore | will let you see intoet
depths of your depravity. | will discover to youwasins against light and knowledge, your sins ragjai
conscience, your sins against the love of God. 3mll be brought into sore bondage, but that bomdag
shall heal you of your pride.”

| have noticed one thing more, and that is, thasé who are in later life to be greatly useful @fre
ten thus dug, and tilled, and fed in order that Imfrait may be brought forth by them in later yedrs
have had to deal with as many troubled souls adiging man, and God has greatly used me for their
deliverance, but this never could have happenetirsas | can judge, unless | had myself been ube s
ject of a terrible law-work, convincing me not omdfymy actual sin, but of the source of that siame-
ly, a deep and bottomless fountain of depravitgnjnown nature. When | have met with persons driven
to despair and almost ready to destroy themselves;e said, “Yes, | understand all that, | haverbmm
those sepulchral chambers, and can sympathizetinge who are chilled by their damps. | know the
heart of a stranger, for | also was a captive igpgEgand worked at the brick kilns.” In such a ctse
bondage of spirit becomes a profitable preparafiiwnater work. The sword that has to cut through
coats of mail must be tempered in many fires. Ishandure processes which a common blade escapes.
Do not, therefore, expect that the Spirit of boredagjl be seen in all of you to the same degreeafter
all, it is not the Spirit of bondage which is to desired for its own sake, but that which comesraft—
the Spirit of liberty in Christ Jesus.

Our text reminds us that tmesult of this Spirit of bondage in the soul isrfedThe Spirit of bond-
age to fear.” There are five sorts of fears, amsl @lways well to distinguish between them.

There is the natural fear which the creature lats €reator, because of its own insignificancd an
its Maker’s greatness. From that we shall nevealtogether delivered, for with holy awe we shaWwbo
before the divine majesty, even when we come todoect in glory.

Secondly, there is a carnal fear, that is, the d&éanan. May God deliver us from it! May we never
cease from duty because we dread the eye of man!aMhyou that you should be afraid of a man that
shall die? From this cowardice God’s Spirit dels/believers.

The next fear is a servile fear—the fear of ael@wards his master, lest he should be beaten when
he has offended. That is a fear which should ngtitvell in every unregenerate heart. Until the slay
turned into a child, he ought to feel that fear etthis suitable to his position. By means of thigr fihe
awakened soul is driven and drawn to Christ, aathkethe perfect love which casts it out.

If servile is not cast out it leads to a fourtarfenamely, a diabolical fear, for we read of dgvihat
they “believe and tremble.” This is the fear of alefactor towards the executioner, such a fearmas p
sesses souls that are shut out forever from thé défgGod’s countenance.

But, fifthly, there is a filial fear which is neveast out of the mind. This is to be cultivatedlisTis
“the fear of the Lord” which is “the beginning ofisdom.” This is a precious gift of grace, “Blesssd
the man that fears the Lord.” This makes the sdeagul of offending, lest they should grieve mfe
love. It causes them to walk before the Lord with tear of a loving child who would not in anything
displease his parent.

When the spirit of bondage is at work upon thethéaere is much of the fourth form of fear, name-
ly, servile fear, and | tell you that it is the 8pof truth which brings this to us, because we iara con-
dition which demands it. We are slaves until Chsets us free, and being still under the law, sefear
is our most natural and proper feeling. Would yawuenthe slave rejoice in a liberty which he does no
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possess? Is he not the more likely to be free Ibhthes his slavery? | wish that every man hefre i8
not a child of God, would become possessed withilsedear, and tremble before the Most High.

Now, mark thatwhile this fear lasts it is intended to work us &od God | have already touched
upon that. This bondage, which causes fear, bresikdf from self-righteousness. It makes us vahee t
righteousness of Christ, and it also puts an eregkttain sins. Many a man, because he is afratieof
consequences, leaves off this and that which wiale ruined him, and so far, the fear is usefiino,
and in later life, the sense of the terror whicarfe/orked in his soul, will keep him nearer to bad.
How can he return to that evil thing which oncéetil his soul with bitterness and grief?

But now | want to notice thah due time we outgrow this bondage, and neverivec¢ again for
“We have not received the spirit of bondage agaifear.” There comes a time when the Spirit offtrut
no longer causes bondage. Why not? Because weotigaves any longer, and therefore there is no
bondage for us. Because we are no longer guiltyingebeen cleared in the court of God and therefore
no sin should press upon our spirit. Because wenade to be the children of God and God forbid, that
God’s children should tremble like slaves. No, va@danot received the spirit of bondage again,Her t
Spirit of God has not brought it to us again, ameligh the devil tries to bring it, we do not “raa®ihis
goods. And though sometimes the world thinks thaitowght to feel it, we are not of the world, and we
will not “receive” the world’s spirit. We are neweatures in Christ Jesus. We are not under theldatv,
under grace, and therefore we are free from oundorbondage. “We have not received the spirit of
bondage again to fear.” I know some Christiangessons who call themselves so, who often come un-
der this spirit of bondage. They erroneously s#fyl have sinned | have ceased to be a child of.God
That is the spirit of bondage with a vengeance. $ervant disobeys he will be sent adrift, but gao-
not discharge your child. My son is my son forewvenp denies that? Sonship is a settled fact, amdrne
can be altered under any possible circumstancégnif a child of God, who shall separate me from th
love of God which is in Christ Jesus my Lord? Sqgmeeform all religious actions from a principle of
fear and they abstain from this and that iniquiégduse of fear. A child of God does not desireeo b
thus driven or held back. He works not for rewatd. toils not in order to gain salvation. He is shve
and because God has “worked in him to will and doofl his own good pleasure,” therefore he works
out the salvation which God has already workedBlassed is the man who knows that he is no longer a
servant, but has become an heir of God, a jointvéh Jesus Christ.

Il. This brings us to our second head which is, THERSPIOF ADOPTION. | should require a
week to preach properly upon this blessed thens¢éedw of preaching upon it, | will give you hints.

Will you kindly notice that the apostle said, “Ybave not received the spirit of bondage™? If hé ha
kept strictly to the language, he would have addBdt you have received the Spirit of"—what? Why
of “liberty.” That is the opposite of bondage. Yes, but our tigdas not to be hampered by the rigid
rules of composition. He has inserted a far greatsd—"You have received the Spirit afloption.”
This leads me to observe that from this mode dfiqiit, it is clear that the Spirit of adoptionirsthe
highest sense the Spirit of liberty. If the Son sgkou free, you shall be free indeed. If you bezom
sons through that blessed Son, oh, the freenegsuofspirits! Your soul has nothing to fear, yolede
not dread the wrath of God, for He has sworn, ‘Il wot be angry with you, nor rebuke you.” The be-
liever feels the love of God shed abroad within hemd therefore he exercises a liberty to draw tear
God such as he never had before. He has accesbolithess; he learns to speak with God as a child
speaks with his father. See what a blessed thitlgssSpirit of liberty, this Spirit chdoption

Now, the apostle said, “You have not receivedsiiiet of bondage again to fear.” What is the oppo-
site of that? He should have added—should he nabtt—~ou have received the Spirit of liberty by
which you haveconfidence.”He has not in so many words expressed himself thutshe has said all
that and a great deal more by saying, “Whereby nyeAbba, Father.” This is the highest form of con-
fidence that can be thought of—that a child of Ghduld be able, even when he is forced to cryryo ¢
nothing less than, “Abba, Father.” At his loweshem he is full of sorrow and grief, even in hisiogy
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and lamenting, he sticks to “Abba, Father.” Thia i9yous confidence indeed! Oh, that God may give
to you, dearly beloved, to the very fullest!

Thus it is clear that the Spirit of adoption isparit of liberty and a spirit of confidence. A<hild is
sure that its father will love him, feed him, clethim, teach him, and do all that is good for hem are
we sure that “No good thing will be withheld fromem that walk uprightly,” but He will make all
things to “work together for good to them that Idved.”

The spirit of bondage made us fear, but the Spiriadoption gives ufull assurance That fear
which distrusts God—that fear which doubts whetderwill remain a loving and merciful God—that
fear which makes us think that all His love willnae to an end—that is gone, for we cry, “Abba, Fa-
ther,” and that cry is the death of doubting aratifeg. We sing to brave music, “I know whom | have
believed, and am persuaded that He is able to tke¢pvhich | have committed unto Him.”

The Spirit of adoption, moreover, is a spirit gratitude Oh, that ever the Lord should puoe
among the children! Why should He do this? He ditl meed children that He should adop¢ The
First-born alone was enough to fill the Father'smhehroughout eternity. And yet the Lord puis
among the children. Blessed be His name forevereard “Behold what manner of love the Father has
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the go@ed!”

The Spirit of adoption is a spirit ahild-likeness|t is pretty, though sometimes sad, to see how
children imitate their parents. How much the litthan is like his father! Have you not noticed it@ D
you not like to see it, too? You know you do. Yassd when God gives the Spirit of adoption, there be
gins in us, poor fallen creatures as we are, sdtfelikeness to Himself, and that will grow tod+4per-
fect image. We cannot become God, but we have tikdege and the power to become the sons of
God. “Even to as many as believe on His name” desss give this privilege, and therefore we grow up
into Him in all things, who is our Head, and at #ane time the pattern and mirror of what all thi&-c
dren of God are to be.

Thus, dear friends, let us see with great joy Wwehave not received again the spirit of bondsde.
shall not receive it anymore. The Spirit of Godlwiéver come to us in that form again, for now we
have been washed in the blood, we have been takay fsom being heirs of wrath even as others, we
have been placed in the family of the Most Highg are feel the Spirit of adoption within us, whereby
we cry, “Abba, Father.”

[Il. Just two or three words only upon the next spaftich is THE SPIRIT OF PRAYER. Whenev-
er the Spirit of adoption enters into a man it $ets praying. He cannot help it. He does not wish t
help it—

“Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath,
The Christian’s native air.

His watchword at the gates of death:
He enters heaven with prayer.”

And this praying of the true believer who has 8parit of adoption is vergarnestpraying, for it
takes the form of crying. He does rsaty, “Abba, Father.” Anybody can say those words. Beithes,
“Abba, Father.” Nobody caary, “Abba, Father,” but by the Holy Spirit. When thdse words, “Abba,
Father,” are set to the music of a child’s cryréhis more power in them than in all the oratioh®e-
mosthenes and Cicero. They are such heavenly sasadsly the twice-born, the true aristocracy of
God, can utter, “Abba, Father.” They even movehbart of the Eternal.

But it is also verynatural praying, for a child to say, “Father,” is accordiagthe fitness of things. It
is not necessary to send your boys to a Boarditgp@&do teach them to do that. They cry, “Father,”
soon and often. So, when we are born again, “Otirefawhich are in heaven,” is a prayer that isemev
forced upon us, it rises up naturally within thevAgorn nature, and because we are born-again we cry
“Abba, Father.” When we have lost our Father fovhale, we cry after Him in the dark. When He takes
the rod to us we cry, but we cry no other way tthas—*Abba, Father, if it is possible, let this cppss
from me.”
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It seems to me to be not only an earnest cry amatwaral cry, but a vergppealingcry. It touches
your heart when your child says, “Don’t hurt meh&. Dear father, by your love to me, forgive me.”
True prayer pleads the fatherhood of God—“My Fathey Father, | am no stranger, | am no foe, | am
Your own dear and well-beloved child. Therefor&glias a father pities his children, have pity upon
me.” The Lord never turns a deaf ear to such pheadile says, “I do earnestly remember him stilhti a
in love He checks his hand.

And what afamiliar word it is—“Abba, Father’! They say that slaves aearever allowed to call
their masters “Abba.” That was a word for free-bolniidren only; no man can speak with God as God’s
children may. | have heard critics say sometimesusfprayers, “How familiar that man is with God,”
and one adds, “I do not like such boldness.” Nay glaves, of course you cannot speak with God as a
child can, and it would not be right that you shitbut befits you to fear, and crouch, and like mase
sinners, to keep yourselves a long way off from Qadtance is the slave’s place, only the child may
draw near. But if you are children, then you may, shord, You have had mercy upon me, miserable
sinner as | was, and You have cleansed me, and Yaurs, therefore deal with me according to the
riches of Your grace. My soul delights herself iauy for You are my God and my exceeding joy.” Who
but a true-born child of God can understand thosedg+—"Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He
will give you the desires of yours heart”?

I do not know any mordelightful expression towards God than to say to Him, “Ableheér.” It is
as much as to say—“My heart knows that You are math&r. | am as sure of it as | am sure | am the
child of my earthly father, and | am more sure tfiati would deal more tenderly with me than that my
earthly father would.” Paul hints at this when keninds us that our fathers, verily, chastened tes af
their own pleasure, but the Lord always chastenf®ueur profit. The heavenly Father's heart is érev
angry so as to smite in wrath, but in pity, andtiggress, and tenderness, He afflicts His sons andid
ters. “You in faithfulness have afflicted me.” Sebat a blessed state this is to be brought intdaeto
made children of God, and then in our prayers tpraging, not like serfs and servants, but as ohid
who cry, “Abba, Father.”

I\V. Now, the last thing is, THE SPIRIT OF WITNESS—"“T8eirit Himself bears witness with our
spirit, that we are the children of God.”

There are two witnesses to the adoption of eveiig of God. Two is a legal number; in the mouth
of two witnesses the whole shall be establisheé.firbt witness ishe man’s own spiritHis spirit says,
“Yes, yes, yes, | am a child of God. | feel thosawdngs towards God, | feel that delight in Hinfeél
that love to Him, and | feel that wish to obey Hiwhich | never would have felt if | were not Hisilch
Moreover, God’s own word declares, ‘To as manyeaeived Him'—that is Christ—'to them gave He
power to become the sons of God, even to thembilagve on His name.” Now, | have received Christ,
and | believe on His name, therefore | have thdenwe of God’s written word that | am one of thasso
of God. | have the right, the permission, and tiharity, to be one of the sons of God. That istlite
ness of my spirit, | believe and therefore | anhidc”

Now comes in thaevitness of the Holy SpiriNobody can question His veracity, but how does th
Spirit of God witness to our sonship?

First, He witnesses it, as | have already stchugh the Word of Godf which He is the Author.
The word contained in Scripture is quite enoughu®if we have a saving faith. We accept it and be-
lieve it. The Spirit of God thus witnesses throdlgd Word, and that is the surest medium. “We have a
more sure word of testimony,” said Peter. That vgoaderful declaration of the apostle. Peter haw sp
ken about seeing Christ transfigured on the holymi&in. Was not that sure? Yes, it was, but hef4n
fect, says—we have a more sure word of testimoaw #il the sights that we have seen, thereforeave d
well if we take heed, as unto a light that shimea dark place.

Next, the Spirit of Godbears witness by His work us. He works in us that which proves us to be
the children of God. And what is that?
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The first thing is that He works in us great IdeeGod. None love God but those that are born of
Him. There is no true love to God in Christ Jesusept in those that have been begotten again bysGod
own Spirit, so that our love to God is the witnethe Spirit that we are the children of God.

Furthermore, He works in us veneration for God. fé& before Him with a childlike reverence,
everything that has to do with God, becomes saires when He communes with us. Yes, if He only
met us in a dream we would say, “How wonderfulis flace! It is none other than the house of God
and it is the very gate of heaven.” The place & fdet is glorious in our eyes. The lowest of Hissen
are honorable in our esteem. This holy awe of bet®is a proof of their being God’s children. i s
their Father, they will reverence Him, for we kntdvat when we had fathers of our flesh, they coecbct
us, and we gave them reverence, for it was due.t&éall we not be in subjection to the Father af ou
spirits? That subjection is the surest evidencewiesare indeed the sons of God.

In addition to this, the Spirit of God works in asoly confidence. By His grace we feel in days of
trouble that we can rest in God. When we cannobseavay we go on joyfully without seeing. What is
the good of seeing with our own eyes when the efdke Lord are running to and fro in the earth to
show Himself strong on the behalf of all them thast in Him? Our faith feels a joy in believingese-
ing contradictions, a delight in accepting appamossibilities. We have a belief in God’s veraab
sure and steadfast that if all the angels in heaweme to deny the truth of God, we would laugh them
scorn.He must be trueand we know it, every word in His book is as deftatrue to us as if we had
seen the thing with our own eyes—yes, and truil,fet eyes deceive, and mislead, but God newagr. c
Wherever there is this blessed child-like truseréhis the Spirit's witness that we are the chiidoé
God.

And then, again, when the Spirit of God works $ifination in us, that becomes a further witness of
our sonship. When He makes us hate sin, when Hesnak love everything that is pure and good,
when He helps us to conquer ourselves, when He leado love our fellow men, when He fashions us
like Christ, this is the witness of the Spirit witkir spirit that we are the children of God. Ohhawve
more and more of it!

Besides which, | believe that there is a voiceeamtl in the outward ear, which drops in silence on
the spirit of man, and lets him know that he hadeed, passed from death unto life. This alsoas#al
of the Spirit to the truth our adoption.

Now let us begin at the beginning, and bless Hiat He has made us feel the bondage of sin. Let us
bless Him that He made us fear and tremble, antbflesus. Let us bless Him that He has brought us
into the adoption of children. Let us bless HimttHa helps us to cry, “Abba, Father,” and lastét, us
bless Him that tonight He bears witness with ouritsfhat we are the children of God.

Dear friend, do you believe in the Lord Jesus €#rif so, all the privileges of an heir of God are
yours. If you do not believe in Christ, the SpafitGod will never bear witness to a lie, and teluythat
you are saved when you are not. If you are notdsawvel not yet a believer in Jesus, | tell you troat
are like a blank document to which the Spirit ofdGuill never set His hand and seal, for He is neeer
unwise as to sign a blank paper. If you have betieyou are a child of God, and the Spirit of Getss
His seal to your adoption. Go in peace, and rejmi¢ae Lord foreverl—

“Nor fret, nor doubt, nor suffer slavish fear:
Your spirit is released, your path is clear.
Let praise fill up your day and evermore
Live to love, to copy and adore.”

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ROMANS 8.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—728, 647, 660.

LETTER FROM MR. SPURGEON
TO MY BELOVED READERS—In putting together these @brsermong$1757-1759], with which to
commence the thirtieth yearly volume, | have fedep gratitude to God for all His past goodness in
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connection with these discourses. Still, my mom@npnent thought has been a longing for more grace
for years to come, and for this | entreat yourhgvprayers in increased power. Many are the kirskses
which | have received at your hands; add to thasrttuch more: pray for the preacher; spread the ser
mons among your friends, and bless the Lord whangue derive the least benefit from them. By these
three helps these sermons will be continued not ionpublication but in usefulness. But the times a
dark: every star is precious.

Wishing you A HAPPY NEW YEAR,
| am yours heartily,
C. H. Spurgeon
Mentone, December 29, 1883.

P.S.—Please read what | have to sajhe Sword and the TrowgIThe Well-Beloved’s Vineyard,” The
Sword and the Trowel/olume Seven, Years 1883, 1884, December, 1888%-A communion address to a little company
of believers in his own room at Mentdne.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, all free, visit:

WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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