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“O Lord, truly I am Your servant; | am Your servantand the son of Your handmaid:
You have loosed my bonds.”
Psalm 116:16.

| HAVE been wondering whether | might correctly ghgt | would preach tonight as a young man
to young men. It is precisely what | should likedo, but can | do it? You are young men, | seg to
very large extent, but | wonder whether | am a ypuman myself. | have two opinions upon it in my
mind. Sometimes | feel very old. When I look in theror and see the hairs that have turned whitsup
my head, | suspect that | cannot be a young marenVfeel weary with my work and worn with sick-
ness, | am persuaded that years are telling upanYete when | recover from sickness, | feel young
again, and when cheerful spirits and vivacity nefurhalf hope, that | may still be a young mamust
not, however, deceive myself, for, when | come dtcualate and tally all up, | confess that if yough
essential to membership with the Young Men’s CiaiisAssociation, | could not expect to be voted in.
| am a little under fifty and | am a grandfathandaso | do not think that | can call myself a youngn.
Very well, I will not take upon myself airs, andepend to be what | am not, nor will | claim to hatg
in your position upon the life-chart. | am not olthwever. | suppose that | am just in the middls- pa
sage, and as a man in the center of life, | maywertonight to give some little instruction and/iae
to you who are at its beginning. | have receivéaot af advice myself in former years, and have leatn
pretty patiently. Everybody has advised me. | niustestly admit that | have not followed all thed- a
vice, or else | had not been here. But now | thimk | shall take my turn, and see whether | may no
give a little advice. And the advice, such as,itstsall come out of my own experience. | do noteetp
you to follow it blindly, for | have confessed thiahave not always accepted everybody’s counsel my-
self. Only give me a hearing. Gather the good aditwisay into vessels and throw the bad away. Befor
| get quite away from being a young man, | will toytalk with those who so lately were my comrades.
Before | shake hands with the old men and ask fe#ad among them, | would have a word with those
who are coming upon the scene of action to fill places.

I may honestly say at the very beginning that hirso to preach tonight that every man here who is
not yet a servant of the Lord may at least desireeicome one, and that very many may actuallytenlis
in the service of our great Lord and Master on Weis/ spot. Why not? | shall be thrice happy, anei/t
will be thrice happy too, if such should be theecddence | have taken a text which | can repeahpn
own behalf as sincerely as the Psalmist could ifmsélf, “O Lord, truly | am Your servant; | am Your
servant, and the son of Your handmaid; You haveddany bonds.”

l. 1 begin, then, dear young men, by COMMENDING THERSECE OF GOD TO YOU. | want
you to enter it, and therefore | commend it.

When a young man starts in life, he is apt to iregof an older person in this fashion—"I should
like to get into such-and-such a business, butaggood one? You have been in it for years, howalo
find it?” He seeks the advice of a friend who wéll him all about it. Some will have to warn hiimat
their trade is decaying, and that there is notiinge done in it. Others will say that their busmes
very trying, and that if they could get out of tey would. While another will answer for his work,
“Well, | have found it all right. | must speak welf the bridge which has carried me over. | havenbe
able to earn a living, and | recommend you try litcbme here at this time on purpose to give my own
experience, and thereforlewish to say concerning the service of the Lohdttt have never regretted
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that | entered itSurely, at some time or other, in these thirty-¢hyears since | put on Christ’s livery
and became His servant, | would have found ouethlaf there had been anything wrong in the religi

of Jesus. At some time or other | would have disced that there was a mistake, and that | was umder
delusion. But it has never been so. | have regtettany things which | have done, but | have neeer r
gretted that | gave my heart to Christ and becarseraant of the Lord. In times of deep depression—
and | have had plenty of them—I have feared thi feared the other, but | have never had any suspi-
cion of the goodness of my Master, the truth of téeching, or the excellence of His service. Neithe
have | wished to go back to the service of Satahsam Mark you; if we had been mindful of the coun
try from where we came out, we have had many aomppity to return. All sorts of enticements have
assailed me, and siren voices have often triedr®rhe upon the rocks, but never, never since dlye d
in which | enlisted in Christ’s service have | stadnyself, “I am sorry that | am a Christian. | &exed

that | serve the Lord.” | think that | may, therefphonestly, heartily and experientially recommémd
you the service which | have found so good. | haeen a bad enough servant, but never had a servant
so lovable a Master or so blessed a service.

There is one thing, too, which will convince ydat in my judgment the service of God is most de-
sirable,l have great delight in seeing my children in theng serviceWhen a man finds that a business
is a bad one, you will not find him bringing up higys to it. Now, the greatest desire of my hearnfy
sons was that they might become the servants of Quel/er wished for them that they might be great
or rich, but, oh, if they would but give their yaphearts to Jesus! This | prayed for most heattilyas
one of the happiest nights of my life when | bagdizhem into the name of the Father, and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, upon profession of theiitha And now, while I am speaking to you, one is
preaching in New Zealand and another at Greenwaicth, my heart is glad that the gospel which the fa-
ther preaches, the sons are preaching too. If g’ service had been a hard one, | should havktsai
these lads, “Don’t you take to it. God is a hardskéa, reaping where He has not sown. | went ingo th
service blindly, but I warn you to avoid it.” My oduct has been the reverse of this, and thus | giave
en you hostages in the persons of my sons for mgstdove to my Master and Lord. | do without re-
serve commend to you the service of the Lord JE€uisst, for if you enter it, you will wish your sen
and daughters to enter it, and it will be your amhithat to the latest generation all your housey m
fear and serve God.

| would add this more of a personal testimonybkssed is the service of God thatould like to
die in it' When | have been unable to preach through phypmal | have taken my pen to write, and
found much joy in making books for Jesus. And whgnhand has been unable to wield the pen, | have
wanted to talk about my Master to somebody or otéwed | have tried to do so. | remember that David
Brainerd, when he was very ill and could not pretacthe Indians, was found sitting up in bed, t&éagh
a little Indian boy his letters, that he might rebd Bible. And so he said, “If | cannot serve Goa
way, | will another. | will never leave off thisddsed service.” This is my personal resolve, amiflyye
there is no merit in it, for my Lord’s service iglalight. It is a great pleasure to have anythindd for
our great Father and Friend, and most affectiopatet your own good, | commend the service of God
to you.

| think of it now in the following lights, and thefore | commend it to you for four reasons.

To serve God is the most reasonable thing in thedwé was He that made you. Should not your
Creator have your service? It is He that suppartsig being. Should not that being be spent togtbs
ry? Oh, sirs, if you had a cow or a dog, how lorauid you keep either of them if it were of no seevi
to you? Suppose it were a dog, and it never favapeh you, but followed at everybody else’s heetl an
never took notice ojou—never acknowledgegou as its master at all? Would you not soon tireuahs
a creature? Which of you would make an engine wisdeany piece of machinery, if you did not hope
that it would be of some service to you? Now, Gad made you, and a wonderful piece of mechanism
is the body and a wondrous thing is the soul, aildyau never obey Him with the body or think of
Him with the mind? This is Jehovah’s own lamente&r O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the Lord
has spoken, | have nourished and brought up childned they have rebelled against Me. The ox knows
his owner and the ass his master’s crib: but Istaek not know. My people do not consider.” To have
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lived to be 21 without God is a terrible robberypwihave you managed it? To have lived to be 3M@or 4
and never to have paid any reverence to Him whdépisthe breath in your nostrils, without whichuyo
would have been a loathsome carcass in the gragedgo, is a base injustice. How dare you continue
in it? To have lived so long, and in addition tatthto have often insulted God, to have spokennagai
Him, to have profaned His day, to have neglectesiBtiok, to have turned your back on the Son of His
love—is not this enough? Will you not cease fromhsan evil course? Why, there are some men who
cannot bear five minutes provocation, no, nor Beeonds. It is “a word and a blow” with them, only
the blow frequently comes first. But here is Godvaked by twenty years at a stretch—the thirty, the
forty, the fifty years right on and yet He bearsigratly with us. Is it not time that we render tanHour
reasonable service? If He has made us, if He liteeneed us, if He has preserved us in being, itiis b
His due that we should be His servants.

And let me notice, next, thitis is the most honorable service that ever carbio@ you say, “Lord,
| am Your servant”? | see, coming like a flashight from heaven, a bright spirit, and my imagioati
realizes his presence. There he stands; a livargdl It is a seraph, fresh from the throne, and @bes
he say? “O Lord, | am Your servant.” Are you nadjto enter into such company as this? When cheru-
bim and seraphim count it their glory to be thevaets of God, what man among us will think it toebe
mean office? A prince, an emperor, if he is a simgainst God, is but a dishwasher in the kitchen-c
pared with the true nobleman who serves the Logbierty and toil. This is the highest style ofvées
under heaven; no courtier's honor can rival it. ¢gdnis of the Garter or whatever else you like, libsgr
glories in comparison with the man whom God will sarvant in the day of the appearing of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. You are in grand compguig friend, if you are a servant of God.

And let me note, again, thttis service is full of benefitéf | had to engage in a trade, | would like
to spend my time and strength in a pursuit whiah bt hurt anybody, and did good to many. Some-
how, | do not think that | would like to deal inaty weapons—certainly not in the accursed drink. |
would sooner starve than earn my bread by selhiag or anything else that would debase my fellow
men, and degrade them below the level of brutetbeliss a grand thing, | think, if a young mamca
follow a calling in which he may do well for him§eand be doing well to others at the same timis. dt
fine thing to act as some have done who have matmgrich by grinding the faces of poor needle wom-
en or by the wage of the servant behind the coubtdrhave lifted others up with them, and as they
have advanced, those in their employment have aédaalso. That is a something worth living for in
the lower sphere of things. But he that becomesnaaat of God is doing good all along, for therads
part of the service of God which can do any harrartgbody. The service of the Lord is all goodnédss.
is good for yourself, and it is good for your fellanen, for what does God ask in His service but we
should love Him with all our heart, and that wedawr neighbor as ourselves? He who does this-s tr
ly serving God, by the help of His Spirit, and beailso greatly blessing men. | say, it is a moatitible
work to engage in, and therefore it is that | comdhé to you—for its reasonableness, its honorable-
ness, and its beneficence.

And there is another thougtit.is the most remunerative work under heaviéot always to-
day,” someone may say. Yet | venture to say, “Alsvenday.” To serve God is remunerati@v. How
so? Certainly not in hard cash, as misers rigtdliytbeir gold, but in better material. A quiet sorence
is better than gold, and to know that you are dgagd is something more sweet in life than to know
that you are getting rich or famous. Have not soimes lived long enough to know that the greatet pa
of the things of this world are so much froth ugbe top of the cup, far better blown away than pre-
served? The chief joy of life is to be right witburself, your neighbor, your God. And he that gkt
with God—what more does he need? He is paid fothamy that he may suffer in the cause of God by
his own peace of mind. There was a martyr oncenitiz8rland, standing barefoot on the firewood and
about to be burnt to death—no pleasant prospediifor He accosted the magistrate who was superin
tending his execution, and asked him to come niar He said, “Will you please lay your hand upon
my heart. | am about to die by fire. Lay your hamdmy heart. If it beats any faster than it ordigar
beats, do not believe my religion.” The magistratgh a palpitating heart himself, and all in anttale,
laid his hand upon the martyr’'s bosom and found lileavas just as calm as if he were going to his be
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rather than to the flames. That is a grand thing!wiear in your buttonhole that little flower called
“heart’'s-ease,” and to have the jewel of contentmegour bosom—this is heaven begun below, godli-
ness is great gain to him that has it.

But, listen. | think that all that we can get imstworld is paltry, because we must leave itt ontist
leave us in a very short time. | am addressing aavengregation of young men. Young men—»but in
how very short a time, if you all live, will youralr be powdered with the grey of age! In how baaf
interval will the whole company now gathered in #xéHall be gathered in the grave! How short Ik i
How swift is time! The older we get, the faster ngefly. Only that is worth my having which | canvea
forever. Only that is worth my grasping which dea#imnot tear out of my hands. The supreme reward
of being a servant of God is hereafter. And if, yguman, you should serve God and you should meet
with losses here for Christ's sake, you may cobaseé “light afflictions which are but for a momént,
and think them quite unworthy to be compared whin glory that shall be revealed, for there is ares
rection of the dead. There is a judgment to conherd is a life eternal. There is a heaven of uraitte
splendor. There is a place in that heaven for egreyof us who become true servants of the liviod.G

| think that | hear somebody saying, “Well, | dotwant to be a servant.” You cannot help it, my
friend, you cannot help itYyou must be a servant of somebhdhen | will serve myself,” says one.
Pardon me, brave sir, if | whisper in your ear tiigou serve yourself you will serve a fool. Theim
who is the servant of himself—listen to this senterthe man who is the servant of himself is theesla
of a slave, and | cannot imagine a more degradositipn for a man to be in than to be the slava of
slave. You will assuredly serve somebody. You wilar fetters, too, if you serve the master thattmos
men choose. Oh, but look at this city—this cityl fafl free men, do the most of them know real lijg@rt
Look at this city full of “freethinkers.” Is therany man that thinks in chains like the man whoscall
himself a freethinker? Is there any man as creduésuthe man that will not believe the Bible? Halsw
lows a ton of difficulties, and yet complains the¢ have swallowed an ounce of them. He has much
more need of faith of a certain sort than we h&weskepticism has far harder problems than faiitd
look at the free-liver, what bondage is his liféd/lio has woe? Who has redness of eyes” but the sfave
strong drink? Who has rottenness in the bonesheuslave of his passions? Is there any wretchetiet
tugged in the Spanish galley, or any bondsman bletlea sun that is half such a slave as he whaobeill
led tonight by his lusts like a bull to the slawghtgoing to his own damnation and even to the ofiin
his body, while he makes himself the victim of bvgn passions? If | must be a slave, | will be aeli@
Turks or savage, but never to myself, for thathis hethermost abyss of degradation. You must be a
servant to somebody; there is no getting throughatbrld without it. And if you are the servant afuy-
self, your bondage will be terrible. “Choose thésydvhom you will serve,” for serve you must. Every
man must get to his task, whether he is peer gpgramillionaire or beggar. Kings and queens ate us
ally the most wearied servants of all. The high@nnalimb, the more they have to serve their fellow
men. You must serve. Oh, that you would enter émeice of your God!

There is room in itOther places are crowded. Hundreds of young mefrago shop to shop, and
beg for the opportunity to earn a livelihood. | kamh that in many instances they beg in vain. Sofme o
you wear the boots off your feet in trying to getrething to do. How anxiously do | desire that you
may find the employment you seek! But there is roortie service of God, and He is willing to reeeiv
you. And let me tell you that, if you enter His\gee, it will help you in everything that you have to do
in this life. They say that a Christian man is a fool. Ah, propgosers, though we say not the same to
you, we might, perhaps, with truth think so. | haeen many believers in Jesus whom it would have
been very dangerous to deal with as with fools,vieny soon he that dealt with them in that fashion
would have found that he made a great mistake. &Eneyot always fools who are called so; they are
such sometimes who use those names. | like a @imristan to be all the better in every respect &r b
ing a Christian. He should be a better servantaahédtter master. He should be a better tradesntha an
better artisan. Surely, there is no poet whose tneilsy excels that of the poet of the sanctuarytdvi
still sits alone. There is no painter that shoudthpso well as he who tries with his brush to meke
mortal the memorable scenes in which great deeds d@ne. That which you can now do well you
might do better by becoming a servant of God.
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Thus | would commend my Master’s service withmayt heart. Are there any here who will enlist in
it? For if so, | have a second point to dwell ompMeriefly. I lift the flag and bid you rally to,ibut first
hear me patiently.

II. My second point is A WORD OF CAUTION. Did you natichat David said, “O Lordyuly |
am Your servant.” “Truly.” The word of caution i$,you become the servant of Gdikcome the serv-
ant of Godtruly. God is not mocked. It is the curse of our chusciat we have so many merely nomi-
nal Christians in them. It is the plague of thie dlgat so many put on Christ’s livery, and yet medl@
Him a hand’s turn. Oh, if you serve God, meanfid man serves the devil, let him serve the déwuit,
if he serves God, let him serve G&bme people serve their business very activelynbttheir God.
There was, years ago, a brother who used to ocwdligray at the prayer meeting in a low toneifas
he had no lungs left. Seldom could you hear whasdid, and if you listened and strained your ears
there was still nothing to hear. | thought that Ibhether had a bad voice, and so | never calledionto
pray any more. But, stepping one day into his shbpard him say in a commanding voice, “John ffetc
that half-hundred!” “Oh, dear!” | thought, “That ike kind of voice he has in his business, but wien
comes into the service of God, that little squesakli he can give.” Laugh again, sirs! Laugh agé#in!
deserves to be laughed at. But is there not muchisthypocrisy abroad? God is to have the cheese-
parings of a man’s life, and he flings these dowrif ghey were all that God was worth? But as for t
world, that is to have the vigor of his life anetbream of his being. God does not want nominatser
ants, nor do | invite them in His name tonight. £EGrd, truly I am Your servant,” said David. And he
that does not mean tauly be God’s servant let him not pretend to be oradl at

If you would be God’s servant, th@ount the costYou must leave all others. “You cannot serve
God and mammon.” You cannot serve Christ and Befialis not God’s who is not Godsly.

You must enter upon God’s service alfaw,life, not to be sometimes God’s servant and sometimes
not—off and on. Have you ever heard of the childbwias asked by the district visitor, “Is your fatlae
Christian?” The child replied, “Yes, sir, fatherasChristian, but he is not doing much at it, justv.”

Oh, how many Christians there are of that sort!yThefess to be Christians, but they are not doing
much at it. If you become the servant of God, yaishie His servant every day and all day forevdr an
ever—

“Tis done, the great transaction’s done:

| am my Lord’s, and He is mine,”
must be a covenant declaration which must staredttmoughout your entire life. And if you become th
servant of Godyou must cease from every known ¥iau cannot give one hand to Christ and another
to Satan. You must give up your dearest sins. Ssieanust become bitter. If sins are like right ¢k&n
or right eyes, they must be cut off or plucked ami] you must follow Christ fully, giving Him alloyr
heart, and soul, and strength. For if it is notysa cannot be His disciple.

So much by way of caution, and | was very briettwat, but take it as though it were said at length

[1l. 1'want, now, to OFFER COUNSEL IN THE MATTER OF DINICT CONFESSION IF YOU
BECOME THE SERVANT OF CHRIST. “I am Your servansays David, and then he says it over
again, “lamYour servant.”

Now, | want every young man here who is a Chnist@make it known by an open avowal of his
discipleship. | mean that there should not be enerey us who follows the Lord Jesus Christ in a mean
sneaking, indistinct, questionable way. It has bezdhe custom of many to try to be Christians and
never say anything about it. This is beneath copteBut | urge you true servants of Christ to “auth
it,” and never be ashamed, because if ever a boli@gsion was required, it is required now. You may
not be burned at the stake for saying that yownaeristian, but | believe that the old enmity toriSt
is not removed, and a true believer will still ldled upon to take up his cross. In many a hous®im
don a young man will have to run the gauntlet ifili&nown to be a Christian. Run the gauntlet, then
You have an honorable opportunity. It is a grandgho be permitted to endure reproach for Christ’s
sake, and you should look at it as a choice pgeilthat you are counted worthy, not only to beligve
the Lord Jesus Christ, but also to suffer for Hikes Nowadays the world needs decided men. Every-
where it seems to be imagined that you may behlevat you like, or believe nothing, and do as you
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like, or do nothing, and the result will be all tteme both to the unbeliever and the man of f&iti.it

is not so. It is time for the out-and-out servainthe Lord to put down his foot and say, “I havéideed,
therefore have | spoken. | am a Christian, andevhieave you to your individual liberty, | mean to
have mine, and | mean to exercise that liberty @pndpopenly and unquestionably on the side of €hris
and on the side of that which is pure, and sobet reght, and true and good.”

Is not this well deserved by Chris@h, if He never was ashamed of us, we ought nevdyet
ashamed of Him! If the Lord of life and glory st@apto die for us, could we ever stoop at all, efen
we rolled into the mire or dropped into the grase Him? Surely, our blessed Lord deserves to be fol
lowed by heroes. Every man in the presence of tbgsebearing Jesus should feel that to take up his
cross and follow Christ is the simplest and moguna thing that can be, and he should resolve, in
God's strength, that he will do it, and continueotmey the Lord, though all the world should rideul
Let me tell you thait is the easiest thingp do, after all. As compared with compromisas isimplicity
itself. I have known many young Christians who hawene up to London, and they have determined
that they would serve God if they could, but tHsgyt would keep it very quiet, and so they have at-
tempted to be Christians on the sly, but they Haited. If you are a genuine Christian, it will fiiind
out as surely as you are a living man. If you gwma@o Mitcham when the lavender is ripe, you may
shut all your windows, but you will find that thenflume of the lavender will get into your house sem
how. Christianity has a perfume about it which wpread abroad so that all in the house inquirehaw
is all this?” The wicked wags will whisper that yate “a Christian young man,” and if you have not
come out at the first, it will be very hard for yafterwards. Begin as you mean to go on, young man.
Do not hide your flag and try to sail under fals¢ocs, for both good and bad will be against yothiat
case. You will be hunted from place to place if tlogs find that you will run, you will make rarecsp
for the hunters if you take to your heels. Comaight out and let them do their best or their wdrate
a most consistent life and the other young fellemlsknow where you are. They will soon reckon you
up, and if you are sincere, before long they valive you alone, and if they do not, forbearantilis
yours. If they continue to persecute you, so miehworsefor them,for you, by your quiet, holy life,
will make them feel that it is hard for them to kiagainst the pricks. But, anyhow, do come out élsav
Some of you young fellows are like rats behindwlaénscot, you do not mind coming out at night to ea
the crumbs on the floor, but there you are, backradirectly. | mean that you will join in religisuex-
ercises if it is not known to the shop, but you ldaoot for the world become suspected of real retig
Is that how true Christians should act? No, putyoar uniform. “But | do not care about joining a
church,” says one. Very likely, but do you not knthat it is found to be a convenient and propenghi
in warfare that a soldier should wear a uniform#i#st, Oliver Cromwell’s Ironsides were dressed an
yway and every way, but in theeleewith the Cavaliers it sometimes happened thatramsides was
struck down by mistake by the sword of one of s drethren, and so the general said, “You wear red
coats, all of you. We must know our own men frora #émemy.” What Cromwell said he meant, and
they had to come in their red coats, for it is fowessential in warfare that men should be known by
some kind of uniform. Now, you that are Christ'smat go about as if you were ashamed of His Majes-
ty’s service. Put on your red coats, | mean conteasuacknowledged Christians. Unite with a body of
Christian people and be distinctly known to be €iftgi How are the ordinances of the Lord’s house to
be sustained if every man is to go to heaven abyrthe back way? Come out boldly. If any man wants
to laugh at a Christian, step out and say, “Laughe If anybody wants to abuse a fellow, and leiti
a hypocrite, a Presbyterian, a Methodist, comel @mh ready for you.” If you have once done that and
come right out on the straight, you shall finchi teasiest thing in life to bear the reproach aisth

And oh, remember, young men, that if you shoulcetmeith any reproach for Chrisa reward
awaits youShall | tell you a parable? There was once a kisgis who went upon a journey incognito,
and he journeyed into a far country. But there las W-treated, and because of his language andphis
pearance, the people of the land set him in thekstavhich was of old the place of scorn. Theyhset
there, and the mob gathered round him, and threkirads of filth and dung upon him. This unknown
prince was thus pelted, and made as the offscowfiradl things. But there was among them one man
who loved the prince, and who recognized him, aadiétermined to bear him company. He mounted
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the stocks and stood by his side, and wiped his ¥ath his handkerchief, and whenever he could, he
put himself in the way of the mire and dirt, that imight catch it and screen the prince from it.rgea
went on and it came to pass that the prince wak imabis kingdom in all his glory, and the courtier
were standing round about the throne. This man kdtbbeen a poor man in his own country was sum-
moned to the court, and when he arrived at thecpaldie prince saw him and said to the peers of the
realm, “Stand aside and make way for this man. He with me when | was ill-treated and scorned, and
now he shall be with me in my glory, chief amongiywere.” Do you not know the story of how our
sweet Lord Jesus came down to earth and suffereg thangs, and how He was despised and rejected
of men? Young man, are you the man who would wigehitessed face, and share His shame, and take
half turns with the man of Nazareth in all His dege and scorn? Are you that man? Then there shall
come a day when the great Father, on His throradl sy you out and say, “Make a lane, you angels!
Stand back, seraphim and cherubim! Make way fa tan. He was with My Son in His humiliation,
and now he shall be with Him in His glory.” Will yareceive that mark of honor? Not unless you are
prepared to put on the badge of Christ, and sagnfIHis servant and His follower from this day to
life’s end.” God help you to do it! O Holy Spirlead scores of young men to shoulder the Cross!

IV. And so, lest | weary you, | CLOSE BY CONGRATULATINS&OME OF YOU, who are God’s
servants, UPON YOUR FREEDOM, for that is the |zt pf the text. “Truly | am Your servant; | am
Your servant, and the son of Your handmaidu have loosed my bonds.”

Oh, but this is a grand thing—this loosing of twnds. Were you ever in bonds? Did you ever feel
the bonds of guiltAre you, believing in Christ; then those bondslaosed, for your sin is forgiven you
for Christ's sake, and you are delivered from alhdemnation. Oh, will you not love Him who has
loosed your bonds? Were you, dear friend, @vehe bonds of despondenagd despair on account of
sin? Did you ever sit and sigh because you thotlgiit there was no salvation for you? And did the
Lord Jesus Christ appear to you as your crucified@? And did you trust in Him and feel the borfd o
despondency broken? Happy day for you! | rementbeell, myself. Oh, then, will you not follow Him
that has loosed your bonds? Now, you are cleanatelil from the bonds of guilt and despair. You are
also saved fronthe power of sinThe habits that were your masters are now destrolee lusts that
lorded over you are now slain and you are freel Wil not wish to be bound to Christ from now on
because He has loosed your bonds? | know some mignsiworld who talk a great deal about being
free, but they are always in chains. There is a imarow for whom the devil makes a nauseous mix-
ture, at least to me it is very nauseous, and & $Brink a quart of it,” and he drinks. “Drink ather,”
says the devil, and he does so. “Drink anothery% $he devil, and his brain begins to reel, andshal
on fire. “Drink it,” says the devil, and he letsrith down his throat, for he is in chains. | knomother
who, against his better self, will go into sin, aiinihe knows to be sin, and knows to be injuriousito.

Yet he goes in a silly manner and harms himselfenamd more. He is led by the nose by the devil, and
he says that he cannot resist. He is a slave iwtiist sense. Oh, blessed is the man who can ¥ay, “
have loosed my bonds: no evil habit now enslavesNoepassion controls me, no lust enchains me!”
Young friend, if you can stand up and say, “I aeeffrom myself, | am no longer the slave of sin!"—
you are a blessed man, and you may well be Godiaseforever!

What a mercy it is to be delivered frdhe bonds of the fear of maBbme young men dare not call
their souls their own for fear of their employefsgreat many more are dreadfully in fear of therygu
man who sleeps in the next bed. Oh, dear, theymiardo what is right! Poor babies that they dneyt
must ask permission to keep a conscience! Whenateegpbout to do anything, they are always saying,
“What will So-and-so think of it?” Does it mattey any true man what the entire world thinks about
him? Has he not risen out of that? Is he stillid?s&50,” says the brave man, “think what you wahd
say what you will. If | serve God, | am no servahyours. By your censures | shall not fall, asyoyr
praises | shall not rise.” Be afraid of such a ghas | myself, and ask the leave of another mart Wha
shall think, what | shall believe, what | shall dodill die first! When God brings a man to knowrhij
and to be His servant, He sets him free from tbvgazdly crime of being afraid of a man that shadl. d

So, too, He sets him free from #lle maxims and customs of the wo@ung man, when you go
into business, they will tell you that you mustslech-and-such because it is “the custom of theettad
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“Why,” you say, “it is lying!” You will be told thait is not exactly lying, because your customeussd

to your tricks, and quite understands that a huhdreans eighty, and the best quality means a second
class article. | am told that half the busineskandon is robbery in some form or another if thetomns

of the trade are not understood. If it is so that all understood, it might just as well be ddmmestly

for the matter of that, and it would pay as welet,ysomehow, men feel as if they must do what ether
have done, or else they will be out of the racav&s! Serfs! Be honest! He is not free that dactda
honest. Shall | not speak my mind? Shall | notadtmy integrity? If | cannot, then | cannot saythwi
David, “You have loosed my bonds.”

Lastly, what a blessing it is when God frees osifthe fear of deathtYou have loosed my bonds.”
What will it matter to you, young man, if you becerthe servant of God by faith in Jesus Christ,
whether you live or die, if you die early, so muble sooner in heaven, if you live long, so much the
longer in which to serve your God on earth. Givanyjoeart to Christ, trust your salvation in thosard
hands that were pierced for sinners, thus becomedhvant of God, and you shall be provided far, fo
His children shall not lack. You shall be led, gddtaught, educated, and prepared for heavenoAead
of these bright days a convoy of celestial spsiftall think it an honor to be permitted to bear ryjoy-
ful spirit up to the throne of God.

Who will be the servant of the Most High, therédways wish, when | have done with sermons that
| could preach them over again, because | haveora well enough. But all | care to preach fohistt
may touch your hearts. | would not care a snameffingers to be an orator, or to speak prettyesent
es. | want to put forward the truth so that somangpman will say, “I will serve God.” | remember
young men that began life when | began, that ame—rbwill not say what. Ah! | remember hearing
their names mentioned as models, they were suetyinng men, and had just gone up to London. Yes,
and they are tonight, if not in jail, in the worklse. It all came about in this way: the young mamt s
word home to his mother what the text was on Sungetyhe had not been to hear a sermon at all. He
had been to some amusement to spend a happy dayeVeh he went he had neglected the house of
God, and by-and-by there was a little wrong in $nsall accounts—just a little matter. But that man
could not pick himself up again, having once lastdharacter. There was another. There was nothing
wrong in his accounts, but his habits were looseaBd-by he was ill. Who could wonder? When a man
plays with edged tools, he is very likely to cutkelf. It was not long before he was so sickly that
could not attend to business, and before long,ié dnd they said—I fear it was true—that he kille
himself by vice. And that is how thousands do imdlon. Oh, if you become the servant of God, this
will not happen to you! You may not be rich; youymeot be famous; you may not be great; you need
not desire these things. They are full often gildedities. But to be a man—to the fullness of your
manhood, to be free and dare to look every other imahe world in the face, and speak the truthl an
do the right, to be a man that can look God infidoe because Christ has covered him with His glsrio
righteousness—this is the ambition with which | \abtire the spirit of every young man before me.
And | pray God that the flame may burn in his lifthe power of the divine Spirit. Come then, Breth
ren, bow your heads and say, “We will be servahti@living God henceforth and forever.” God grant
it, for Jesus Christ’'s sake. Amen and Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 116.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .
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