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“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesusr{Sh who has blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ: according lde has chosen us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy amdthout blame before Him in love.”

Ephesians 1:3, 4.

LAST Lord’'s Day | finished the morning serviceskateter Hall with a sermon upon John’s choice
doxology, “Unto Him that loved us and washed usrfrour sins in His own blood, to Him be glory and
dominion forever and ever. AmerjSermon #1737, Volume 29phn’s First Doxology | felt, therefore, that it
would be most fitting to open this series of sesgigvith another doxology. And as the last was aisgr
of the Second Person of the Divine Unity, thisadhe honor and glory of the Adorable Person of the
Father. May God, who gave His servants a praisguit so that their epistles abound with doxolggie
give the same spirit of joyous thankfulness to uthia time, that we may all say from the very boit
of our hearts, “Amen,” to our text, “Blessed be hed and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Of grais
we may say what was said concerning salt in th@tece, “without prescribing how much.” Oh to
praise and pray without ceasing! May the Holy $pwork in us perpetual thanksgiving!

Observe well, that the same words are used imemrede to our wish towards God and God'’s act to-
wards us—“Blessed be the God and Father of our Ueslis Christ, who has blessed us.” It is a very
striking thing that our poor pebble stones of wssls@ould be valued so much that the same words
should be used in reference to them as in referentiee priceless diamonds of grace which the Lord
has bestowed upon us. We bless God because Hedless'Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not
all His benefits.”

Now, it is easy to understand how the Father ofcras, from whom every good and perfect gift
proceeds, really blesses us, but how can we besidss Him?—and what is the distinction between
that and praising Him? For there is such a digong¢tsince we read, “All Your works shall praisewo
O Lord, and Your saints shall bless You.” Praisesieven from lifeless objects, as they display the
power and wisdom of their Creator. But intelligeneall, and intent are necessary for blessing God.
Praise is the manifestation of our inward reveremud esteem, it adores and magnifies, but in lrigssi
God we think well of Him, and wish Him well, andsii® that others may do the same. In blessing God
there is the desire to do good to God even as lde tipus, if it were possible for us to do so. \aleih
the power with which to accomplish such a desiu,itois well that it is in our hearts. God can@aatu-
ally receive anything from us for His own enrichrhenincrease, for all things that we can do fomHi
are His already, and they must be done in His gtherso that when all is done it must be said, YO@r
own have we given You.” Neither can we add to Hiilesdor or His happiness, for He is by nature in-
conceivably glorious and infinitely blessed. Yetifch an increase were within our power, we would
gladly render it. If all things were ours, we wouéy them at His feet, and such things as we have,
though we cannot give them directly to Him, yetgiee them to His cause, and to the poor of His peo-
ple. What says the Psalmist, “O Lord, You are mydGuay goodness extends not to You, but to the
saints that are in the earth, and to the excelilenthom is all my delight.” We are happy thatassist-
ing needy believer, we are blessing the Lord. Themso a considerable measure of blessing God in
such prayers as these, “Hallowed be Your name. Xmgdom come. Your will be done in earth, as it
is in heaven.” When we gladly ascribe unto the L.gldry, and power, and dominion, we are blessing
Him. When we wish other men to love and serve tbel]l.and do Him homage, we are blessing Him.
When we desire to love Him more ourselves, and deelhearts burn with aspirations after fellowship
with Him, we are blessing Him. When we are zealousmake known the truth of the gospel which glo-
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rifies God, and to make known His Son in whom esbgcHe is revealed, we are blessing God. In sa-
cred silence, when the heart cannot translate retiens into words, and hardly into thoughts, we ca
bless the Lord. In rendering unto God such thirgge/@ can render, and in always asking the stiljdar
guestion, “What shall | render unto the Lord fdrHis benefits toward me,” we are blessing Himw
cheerfully await His bidding, and count it a deligh stand with girded loins, crying, “What wouladi
have me to do? Have You an errand for these willgsg? Here | am; send me,” then we are in effect,
blessing our Lord. Can you sing from your soul—

“There’s not a lamb among Your flock

I would refuse to feed!

There’s not a foe before whose face

I'd fear Your cause to plead”?
Then are you in that state of heart in which adit tis within you blesses God’s holy name. Blessed b
God. We would make Him better known, and so in@ddis manifest glory, wishing all the while that
we could do a thousand times more. May our hearit bhis time filled with high ideas of the goodse
and greatness of the Lord, and so may our soutsdmty to burst forth in praise, eager for serviare]
bowed in reverent adoration. “Bless the Lord, Odeoaf Israel: bless the Lord, O house of Aaronsdle
the Lord, O house of Levi: you that fear the Lotesls the Lord. Blessed be the Lord out of Zion Wwhic
dwells at Jerusalem. Praise the Lord.” May we breest up to bless the Lord by the teaching of ext.t

|. Here we have, first of all, GOD THE FATHER VIEWEDRAGHT. “Blessed be the God and Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ.” When the divinehieatis viewed arightHe becomes the object of our
gratitude, not of our dread. Instead of trembling before Hisnb&fore an austere judge, we rejoice in
Him as a tender Father. He is no more to us thendéner of Sinai, but the Father of our spirits. Ago
the ignorant it is too much the custom to ascribere mercy to the Lord Jesus Christ and to thirét th
He is all kindness and gentleness, while the Fathérll of stern justice and severity, but it istrso.
God is love and that love dwells equally in eachhef sacred Three. Our Lord Jesus Christ comes to u
by reason of the love of the Father, “thanks b® @hbd for His unspeakable Gift.” “God so loved the
world that He gave His only-begotten Son.” In evacy of the Lord Jesus, He reveals the tenderness
and grace of the Father to us. He says, “He thaisban Me has seen the Father,” and “I say not that
will pray the Father for you, for the Father Hinfdelves you.” “Behold what manner of love the Fathe
has bestowed upon us.” The love of the Father &linespects equal to the love of the Son. We must
never for a single moment, set one person of tHg Hanity before another in our minds. We must be-
lieve in “the love of the Spirit,” and speak of ‘fouord Jesus Christ Himself and God, even our Fathe
which has loved us.” Let us never fall into the taken idea that the atoning sacrifice of Christ was
tended to make an angry God willing to be mercial otherwise is it, Jesus dies not to create yriarc
God’s heart, but to open a way for the exercisthefmercy which was there from all eternity. To our
apprehension, God may seem changed when we réadizgeat reconciliation, but in very deed He was
always full of grace. God’s love went forth towatds chosen before the Savior died, and because He
loved them, therefore He gave His Son to die fenthLet us see in this death of our Redeemer,heot t
cause, but the result of God’s love. And let us mifggthe Father who spared not His own Son, but
freely delivered Him up for us all. “Herein is lguaot that we loved God, but that He loved us, semnt
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” Ist tiwe Father, from this point of view, the obje€toor
love, and praise, and blessing? “Blessed be thea@dd-ather of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Let us oast
the fear which has torment, let us no longer stfad off, but draw near unto God with childlike ¢en
dence and hearts aglow with ardent love. May threl Idirect our hearts into the love of God.
Next, if we would view the Father aright we musgard Himas the God of our Lord Jesus Christ

This is a wonderful title. We often sing—

“The God of Abraham praise,”
and truly it is blessed to view God as the God bfakam, but how much more as the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ! Jesus, after His resurrection, ciied, “My Father, and your Father: my God, and your
God.” And when He was in the act of expiring, Heedr “My God, My God, why have You forsaken
Me?” To our Lord Jesus as man, the Father was &udi, He worshipped Him and served Him. How
frequently Jesus drew near to God in prayer! Homstantly He rendered obedience to Him! Our Lord
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also says of Himself in the twenty-second Psalmwifl declare Your name unto My brethren: in the
midst of the congregation will | praise You.” Thdisl our Mediator bow before the throne, and admit t
the truth then present, “My Father is greater thahdelight to think that God is now dealing wittis
people as the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, fortvehessings are there which God would not give to
the Son of the Highest, that holy thing that wasnbaf Mary? How greatly must God bless Him, the
perfect man Christ Jesus, of whom it is writtertha psalm: “You love righteousness and hate wicked-
ness: therefore God, Your God, has anointed Yoh thi¢ oil of gladness above Your fellows.” God, |
say, is dealing with His own chosen as He dealk thié perfectly obedient One. By the obedience of
one, many are made righteous, and treated as @udhye among the many are accepted in the Beloved.
It is the God of Jesus Christ who has blessed tIs ali spiritual blessings in heavenly places, &nd
Him Paul prayed for the Ephesians, “That the Godwf Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelationthe knowledge of Him.” You remember how the
tribes of Israel were blessed by the God of Jacolihfeir father's sake, even so are we blesseddy t
God of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to the measuwhich He would bless His spotless Son Jesus.
Think then of the infinite Jehovah as the God af loard Jesus, and therefore the God of His redeemed
people.

The text title isThe Father of our Lord Jesus ChristyWhich may respect the double relationship of
Christ. First, as to His Godhead, there is thattam@us sonship which we cannot understand, buthvhi
is nevertheless clearly revealed. He is the Fatheur Lord Jesus Christ as Jesus is God. And then
there is that second sonship which belongs to Casisnan, in which again He is said to be the Son o
God. “God sent forth His Son, made of a woman.” Faéher thrice said, “This is My beloved Son, in
whom | am well pleased.” The great work of expiatie over, and “now is the Son of God glorified,”
and the Father manifests His unbounded love toSdis. Let it then be a matter of great joy to ug tha
the Father loves His people even as He loves His &ud blesses us as He blesses Him. Even as Jacob
blessed Ephraim and Manasseh because of his lal@s&ph, even so the great Father lays His mighty
hand in benediction upon all His chosen, and btedsevery least believer as He blesses His Sars.Jes
He who has highly exalted His Son Jesus, to whonstlieds in a double sense in the relation of a Fa-
ther, has also prepared a throne in glory for &lbare in Christ.

“The Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!” How endegrand attractive is the name! If we can view the
Father in that light, we shall be able to approBai with firmer confidence, we shall rejoice in Him
with greater joy. Note that the text contains asggsive pronoun, it says, not “The God and Father o
the Lord Jesus Christ,” but “@iur Lord Jesus Christ,” who is ours in this particidanse, that He is our
federal Head. Just as the first Adam headed upattes and we stood or fell in him, even so the iseco
Adam headed up and comprehended within Himsethallchosen, and we who can claim that Christ is
ours, are for that reason able to claim all thébrogs to Christ, for our heavenly Bridegroom endaws
with all His possessions. “It pleased the Fathat th Him should all fullness dwell; and of His lhess
have we all received, and grace for grace.” Jeays, SAll things that the Father has are Mine,” &inel
Spirit says, “All things are Yours,” and therefave may rejoice with joy unspeakable and full ofrglo
Believers, are you not one with Christ? Then Cii€od is your God, Christ’s Father is your Father.
“You are members of His body, of His flesh, andHi$ bones.” For this cause did He leave His Father
and cleave unto the church, that He might be ceghflvith her. All believers are heirs of God, jeint
heirs with Jesus Christ.

This is the true view of the Father, He is outhéat our God, our Savior's Father, our Savior's God
Let us delight ourselves in Him and magnify andsblElis name.

Il. We come, secondly, to notice THE BLESSING WHICH CEMFROM THE FATHER AS
VIEWED BY FAITH. “Blessed be the God and Fatheranfr Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly placeinrist.” The blessing of God the Father has fallen from
all eternity upon all who are in Chrisgnd that in the most copious manner, for the oeesiohg in-
cludes “all spiritual blessings.” This is a vergasant thing to me, because there can be no lgdden
that of God. “I know,” said one of old, “whom Heelskes is blessed.” Satan may curse you; you may
already be suffering the curse of the Fall; buGald blesses you, what of all that? Let but thedLsay,

“l have blessed Him,” and who can stop it, or wlao ceverse it? The blessing of God makes you rich,
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safe, happy. When He commands the blessing, ifeisdrevermore. Why, it means an infinite blessing
the blessing of one omnipotent to fulfill His wormnniscient to carry it out in every place, immuggab
so that it never can be reversed, eternal, soittisdtall stand forever and ever. The blessing ofl!lGo
What must it be? As is God, such is His blessingoWhat dives deepest into it, can fully comprehend
all its meaning? The blessing of God the Fathertisie and real blessing; He speaks not a lievana

ty. Has He said, and shall He not do it? Has Hemanded, and shall it not stand fast? The blesding o
God! How sure, how effectual! Oh, to receive it! Hat has it, though he is in poverty, he is rich,
though he is in sorrow, he is consoled, thoughhemse, he has honor, though he lie dying, he skall r
vive, though he were dead, yet shall he live. Suitiessing as this is enough to turn a dungeonanto
paradise, a hell into heaven, and if it falls uplo& most desponding and despairing, it must madie th
hearts dance for joy.

| have already told yothis is the blessing of the God and Father of oardLJesus Christand |
would remind you that it was the custom of fathergive blessings to their sons. All through thel Ol
Testament we find patriarchs, when about to didingatheir children together, and pronouncing a
blessing upon them. | should have liked to haveivwed the blessing of Abraham, or Isaac, or Jacob,
but what must be the blessing of the Father ofLoud Jesus Christ as He lays His hand upon each one
of our poor unworthy heads and says, “Surely, Iohgskwill bless you™? Jacob could not bless the be
loved Joseph after the fashion in which the Loebbés His beloved Son and those who are in Him.

You could not desire a greater blessing than yaelat this day, for the text says, “He has blessed
us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly plage€hrist.” | would call your attention very partiarly
to the fact that it is here stated tl@&bdd has already given the blessirg&jrictly speaking, | suppose it
should be read, “God blessed us with all spiritlaksings in Christ Jesus,” and He continueststitlo
the same. Do you seek a blessing from God? He twmpnced it already upon you. Do you require
anything? You have it; it is given to you in thevenant of grace. Like when the Lord blessed Abrgham
He gave him the land of Canaan, and so has He govgou all covenant blessings. You have only to
ask of the Lord, and He will give you to enjoy edutbssing, according as it will be for your good N
good thing will the Lord withhold from you. All yoomow have to do is by prayer and faith, to grasp an
enjoy the mercy, for He has said—"For this gooaghwill | be inquired of by the house of Israeldo
it for them.” “Alas!” says one, “I have some blesgs, but need many more.” This is your unbelief, fo
all spiritual blessings are pronounced upon yowrgare the precious things of heaven, the dew and
the deep, which couches beneath. The chief thih¢iseoancient mountains and the precious things of
the everlasting hills are yours, and no part ofryiaheritance shall be torn away from you. The reder
Father has pronounced a boundless blessing upoas/gou are in Christ Jesus. He has spoken it and
He will make it good. When therefore you are indhdsow the knee, and say, “My Father, You have
given me this already in Christ, now thereforeifuthis word unto Your servant, whereon You have
caused me to hope.” When Jacob rose up from Higrfatbedside, he knew that Isaac’s blessing was
upon him, and even so the benediction of the Fashen every believer. Rise up, you heir of heaven,
shake yourself from the dust, for the God and Fatheur Lord Jesus Christ has blessed you outef t
fullness of His heart, and you are blessed indékd.benediction is as comprehensive as your néeds,
you lack all things, behold, all things are here.

Notice,the apostle here dwells mainly upon all spirituéddsings Does he therefore exclude tem-
poral mercies? No, brethren, the greater secusekesiser. Doubtless Paul thought the comfortsnoé ti
and sense to be so secondary compared with spibiessings in heavenly places, that he thoughoit
wrong to omit them or consider them to be includéddle he lifted up his praise in this verse to Fee
ther for His spiritual gifts, for He that gives tiee gold of spiritual blessings will never denyths sil-
ver of temporal blessings. He that gives us heavirsurely give us all that is necessary on thado
there. Abraham gave gifts to his sons by Keturadh sant them away, but to Isaac he gave the inher-
itance which is described as “all that he had.ti8mls are the best gifts, the heritage giverhofirst-
born. Delight yourselves in spiritual things, farstwill mark the distinction between you and tlaenal
man who has his portion in this life, whereas thkelver's motto is, “The Lord is my portion.” Loak
the worldling. If his barns are full of corn and hpresses bursting with new wine, then he is hafopy,
he cares not for spiritual things, and his soubsgrty does not trouble him. You and | are of amoth
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guality, spirituals are our first demand, and withthem we are undone. Our covetousness is for much
of the Spirit’s gifts and graces—much love, mucithfamuch holiness, much communion with the Fa-
ther and the Son, and the temporals we can leatreour heavenly Father, who knows that we have
need of all these things. We shall have enoughdipgmrmoney on the road to glory, for He who has
guaranteed to bring us there will not starve ughenway. Spiritual blessings are such as concern ou
spirit, which is our nobler part. They have a fabs about them which can never dwell in the disap-
pointing riches of earth, and they are of a sulistband enduring nature, which widely separatesrth
from the shadows of mere carnal delight. Every mauay eat of the bread of the body, but truly
blessed are they that eat bread in the kingdomodf Gvery dog as he runs may drink of the Nile,tbut
drink of the river of the water of life is anoth@iatter. Spiritual blessings are for spiritual mim,they
only can appreciate or even perceive them; they grepared portion for a prepared people. Thegean
from the first painful sense of sin up to the ssl@erfection of eternal glory, and all these lhgssare
pronounced upon the head of each heir of salvaBball we not praise and magnify the Father fahi
These are the good and perfect gifts which are fatwove, and come from the unchanging Father of
lights, to Him be glory in the church throughoutaajes forever and ever.

These blessings are ours persondity, He has blessadk It is not upon the clouds that the blessing
falls, but upon individuals. “He loved me and gadienself for me.” The Lord has said to His people,
“You are the blessed of the Lord and your offspvith you.” Personal appropriation is the main thin
that we need; all else lies ready to our hand. Mgtmore could be provided, nothing more needseto b
desired. But we need faith to take to ourselvedh#wrenly provision, and for lack of it we go hunge
in the midst of plenty. Brethren, there is no nemahis. We do not do well to sit with the lepatsSa-
maria’s gate when we have but to awaken ourselnddiad abundant provision for ourselves and the
entire King’s household.

Furthermore, note well that our heavenly Fatherlilassed us with all spiritual blessingfheaven-
ly placesin Christ. Spiritual blessings are heavenly thjrigsy come from heaven, they lead to heaven,
they are of a heavenly nature, and are such asngoged in heaven itself. You may read the textesit
as heavenlplacesor heavenlythings and be equally correct. It is a wonderful thihgtt even here on
earth, the saints enjoy and experience heavendginigs, for a new nature is a heavenly thing, axd,|
and joy in God, and rest, and safety, and acceptanihe Beloved are all heavenly things. If yoad&
“places,” it is equally true that heaven and almansions are ours, and we have already takeegoss
sion of them in Christ Jesus, our representative fanerunner. When God made the covenant with
Abraham, which gave him the land of Canaan, Abrahathnot yet a foot of land that he could call his
own, and when he died he only possessed a cavmifial. But yet, in truth, according to the decreés
heaven, the land of Canaan belonged to Abrahamhsnseed, for had not the Lord said, “Unto your
seed have | given this land, from the river of Bgypto the great river, the river Euphrates?” Thag
the title-deeds of it, though for a while the Canites held it as tenants upon lease. Now, all pirétsal
blessings which belong to the heavenly estatei@ibment are the property of the heirs of heaaad,
God has said to each one of them, “Lift up yourseyad look from the place where you are northward,
and southward, and eastward, and westward: fdhalland which you see, to you will | give it.” The
blessings laid up in reserve for those who love @osl secured to them in the covenant made with
Christ, and we wait only for the time when the Lawat God shall surely bring us into the purchased
possession. All things necessary for the heavéigdyate already secured to the people of God insChr
Jesus, in whom also they have obtained an inhegtavly brothers and sisters, does not this lift ypu
and make you feel yourself to be a different pePséau thought you had only a little grace, butsaiir-
itual and heavenly blessings are yours. You nevearded that you could touch heaven so closely, but
heaven has a wide sweep, and is to be found ngtiorglory above, but in grace below. For God has
made us kings even now—we are already in the kimgdbheaven, and upon heavenly manna, we are
fed at this day. Where Christ is, there is heaaen, He is in our hearts. The sun is above, butmnahk
as his light and heat are here, we say that we #ie sun and bask in the sun. Even so, thougprés
ence of Jesus is in glory, yet we enjoy on eardh shcred revelation of God which is the centeresid
sence of heaven. Present grace is heaven begue sotl. He that dwells in love dwells in God and
God in him, what more can heaven be? Even now,Héateraised us up together, and made us sit to-
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gether in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Thathvdod has given to us is not bounded by the marro
horizon of this present visible world, but He hageg to us all heavenly things most richly to enjoy
The boundless glories of eternity even now belangstby virtue of the Father’s benediction, whiol H
has pronounced on us in Christ Jesus. Only heradahquire whether you belong to the company upon
whom the divine blessing rests. Are you seekindpdosaved by your own works? Then you are not
saved by grace through Christ Jesus. Are you witfath in Christ? Then the heavenly blessing does
not belong to you. The inheritance is secured seed who are by faith the children of faithful Abra
ham, born not after the flesh but after the Sp&&n you say, | do believe in Jesus Christ, ananiyx
trust upon the promises of a faithful God? Ther tassession of the covenant provision and beiglad
the Lord.

We must not fail to note that the plenitude ofrisgpal and heavenly blessingsly comes to us in
Christ. It is not in ourselves that these gifts are vesteel;hold them by virtue of our union with the
Lord Jesus. He is that golden case in which trestrees of the covenant are enclosed and securad. He
our Trustee, holding the heritage for us and thishe form of our tenure—*joint-heirs with Christ.”
How precious then is our union with Him! Of whatatiimportance is it to be bound up in the bundle o
life with Him! As without Him we can do nothing, sathout Him we can possess nothing. In Him we
have already received a thousand blessings inlaetparience, and in Him there is laid up a bousslle
supply for future enjoyment.

At the thought of this let our hearts sing hallehs. In the spirit of sonship let us reverenceRae
ther of our spirits who is also the Father of mesciand the God of all consolation. Blessed, fareve
blessed, be the Lord God of heaven and earth, ifuhltterable goodness to His chosen in the person
of His dear Son. Let us sing unto Him—

“O measureless might!
Ineffable love!

While angels delight

To hymn You above,
The humbler creation,
Though feeble their lays,
With true adoration

Shall lisp to Your praise.”

lIl. Thirdly and briefly, let us observe THE FIRST OUT®W OF THESE HEAVENLY BLESS-
INGS. The fountain of eternal love bursts forttour election—*According as He has chosen us in Him
before the foundation of the world.” Consider theseds one by one. The first ide has choserGod
has a will and a choice in the matter of salvatéome people do not like this doctrine, but theysimu
have it whether they like it or not, or else theystreject the word of inspiration. Is man’s wdl bbe
deified? Is the whole result of the scheme of saiwao depend upon the creature’s choice? Goddorb
The Father has made a choice of some men untcakléenthese He has given to His Son Jesus, #ind a
these the Lord Jesus has redeemed with His owrl ptow pledged Himself to bring them to glory. Has
He not said, “All that the Father gives Me shalineoto Me?” God has made a choice, then, and you
who are believers in Christ may rest assured thatare the objects of this choice. The Lord Himself
gave you your faith, and brought you into livingiamwith Jesus. Do you not bless Him for this? It
seems to me that here is something for which ts@r@nd bless the Father world without end.

Carefully note thaélection shapesverything The Father has blessed us with all spiritual dhess,
“According as He has chosen us in Christ.” All grace of earth and the glory of heaven come tmus i
accordance with the eternal choice. There is rsmgle gift that comes from the blessed hand ofdihe
vine Redeemer but is stamped with the mark of Gel#sting love. We were chosen to each mercy, and
each mercy was appointed for us. If we will notéanéive Father’s election, we cannot have His blgssin
for His gifts are plainly stated to be accordingHis choice. They come because of the choice, laey t
prove the choice, they should therefore remind fusun election, and call forth our sweetest songs.
They should make us ask with David “Whence is thimme?” A man who is elect of God ought to sing
the praises of God both day and night, for he aseh to show forth the praises of Jehovah.
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The next words are, “He has chosex)” Herein is grace indeed. What could there be ithasthe
Lord should choosas? Some of us feel ourselves the most unworthy ofutheorthy, and we can see
no trace of a reason for our being chosen. Sadan being choice men in our own esteem, we feel our
selves by nature to be the very reverse. But if Gaslchosens, then let our hearts love Him, our lips
extol Him, our hands serve Him, and our whole ligdsre Him—

“Loved of my God, for Him again

With love intense | burn!

Chosen of You before time began,

| choose You in return.”
Then we are toldHe has chosen us in Christ Jestte first chose Christ as the head and then looked
through Christ upon us and chose us to be memb&hrest's mystical body. We are none of us chosen
apart from Jesus Christ, but we are chosen in Choised in Christ, given to Christ, united to Giyi
and accepted in Christ. This is a blessed way wigbehosen, for none can separate us from Chnist, a
consequently till the Father changes His choic€lufist, He cannot and will not reverse His choite o
His people. Until Christ ceases to be God’s eliwt,Father can never cast away those who are chosen
in Christ Jesus.

Moreover, we are told the time when this choices wade—“Before the foundation of the world.”
This is the earliest conceivable period. When daigh was fitted up for man we do know, for theiscr
tures inform us, but how many ages elapsed befaw@as furnished for our race, we do not know. Yet
long before that period the Father had chosen eliple. The foundation of the world may mean itst fir
creation, when it was spoken out of nothing, thasttbe ages of ages ago, but before that the Father
chose us. Remember those words, “who has saveshdsalled us with a holy calling, not according to
our works, but according to His own purpose anagravhich was given us in Christ Jesus before the
world began.” Before sun and moon had been createahy of the visible things were formed, God had
set His heart upon His people in Christ and ordhithem to eternal life in Him. God’s love is no rebv
ty. His choice is no sudden act. Blessed doctringiow of none which, if rightly considered, has a
greater tendency to draw out the intense affecmhreverent admiration of human hearts. Did thel Lo
of glory choose me from before the foundation & world; then | choose Him with all my heart to be
my Lord, my all. Did He love me from of old? Thdnwyill love Him with all my soul and strength, and
pray that my heart may be enlarged to love Him ma®tes is mentioned here in order that you may
bless the Father, let there now flow from your teearmighty stream of gratitude which shall coveury
whole being and bear your lives along in the chhnhebedience. Come, my heart, bless the Father at
this moment and never cease from His praise wieahd being last or immortality endures.

IV. Fourthly and lastly, our text reminds us of anotbause for praise, namely, the DESIGNED
RESULT OF ALL THIS BLESSING, “That we should be fi@nd without blame before Him in love.”

It is God’s eternal design that His people shouéhwly,and He has pursued this purpose at infinite
cost. This is the design of all the blessings whighFather has given us in Christ. All these faare a
call to us to be holy, and each one has a tendengyomote our sanctification. When you grow in
grace, and faith, and hope, and joy, all that gnoisttowards holiness. Always think of that, anddsl
God for your graces by manifesting their influemnteour conduct. Bless God for increased knowledge
and deepened experience, for He has designed bg thesanctify you more fully to Himself. There is
something practical in every gift that comes frdm Father’s hand, and you should pray to Him that
you may by each one conquer sin, advance in vatakeperfect holiness in His fear. The ultimate ehd
election is the praise of the glory of divine graget the immediate and intermediate end is theqrex
sanctification of the chosen. We are chosen unliodss.

The Father chose us to Himself that we mighwiibout blamebefore Him in love. He would have
us blameless, so that no man can justly find faith us, and harmless, so that our lives may injure
none but bless all. Holiness is, however, more them We are called to be made whole by beingdtkal
of the disease of sin, and by having all our brogewers reunited into one harmonious whole. This re
stored nature is to be wholly consecrated to God,thus to become holy before God. Oh that we may
realize God’s objective in election even at thisgj and so make our calling and election sureluset
mightily strive after this, and never rest till \Wwave it.
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But notice where and what kind of holiness thjshgly and blameledsefore Him | have met with
several people who say they are perfectly holy,Ithglieve they are under a delusion, and | feed su
that those who watch them will not long think the@erfect. This perfection of theirs is according to
their vain ideas and conceited notions, not acogrdo the judgment of the Lord, who searches the
heart. Perfection in the flesh is a lie. | believéo be one of the grossest falsehoods ever palomed
foolish minds. It would be something to be holy dr@imeless before the devil as Job was. It would be
something to be perfect before the eyes of menavlso ready to criticize us, but to be blamekess
fore Himwho reads our thoughts and sees our every failueernoment—this is an attainment of a far
higher order. Oh, to be spotless and faultless!usebless God that He is aiming every day to make u
holy and blameless before Himself. And He will ddfar His purpose never fails. He has worked i&in
large measure in all His saints, and He will pearteat which He has begun. This is the goal towards
which we are running; that we may attain to the plete likeness of Christ. Courage, brethren, yteis
beyond us, but He that has begun the good worls iwili perform it unto the day of Christ. We shall
one day be without fault before the throne of God.

To conclude, we are to be holy and blameless bdfiamin love.Love is the anointing oil which is
to be poured on all the Lord’s priests. When He fiodieed them in their spotless garments, they shall
partake of the anointing of love. When He has @eéd us from all sin, one choice thing shall bensee
us, and that is love—abounding love. “God is |lcaweg He that dwells in love dwells in God and God in
Him.” As we love, we live unto God. Perfect lifelinbe perfect love. Judge of your sanctification by
this—Do you grow in love to God? Do you also ina@an love to the brethren? If your heart grows
hard with the proud notion that you are somebodydagon of your high attainments, and that the poor
little saints around you are unworthy even to ustthe laces of your shoes, you are not growirgpin
liness. Do you love poor sinners more? For, if yioeart does not grow tender, you are not growing ho
ly. What a blessed thing it would be to be saturatéh love! They said of Basil, that he was agpilbf
fire because of his zeal. | wish it could be sdidthat we were flames of fire because of oueld@h,
to love our neighbor as ourselves, thinking no!é@h,” says one, “we would be taken advantage of!”
That would be no harm compared with being harddresklfishness. “But we should be ill-treated and
defrauded.” Suppose we were? It would be better begang miserly and cruel. The worst of ills isdat
the best of blessings is love. When we become aldapof selfishness, and get right away from un-
kindness of heart and uncharitableness of thougjintist will be living in us, and we in Him, and the
we shall be fulfilling the purpose of electing loaad the design of the innumerable spiritual blegsi
which are already given us in Christ Jesus. Tol#tisis all aspire. Let brotherly love continuet ue
love each other more than we have ever done, amajo hands anew in a firm league of concord. Let
us love the universal church of Christ. Let ourrteeédurn with ardent affection towards the perighin
multitudes of men, that, we may bring them to it whole trust in Jesus and live. May the Father
deal with us according to His riches in glory byri@hJesus, and to Father, Son and Holy Spiritlbeyg
forever and ever. Amen.
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