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“He has made us accepted in the Beloved.”
Ephesians 1:6.

A FEW Sabbath mornings ago | spoke to you uponethmsemorable words of the great Father,
“This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleas¢tie Voice from the Cloud and the Voice of the RBelev
Sermon #1727.Y\Ve now go a step farther, and see how the low@oaf to His beloved Son overflows, and
runs like a river of life to all those who are i@t Jesus. To Him He says, “This is My belovea,So
and then He turns to all who are in union with Hamd says, “These, also, are My beloved for His
sake.” As believers we are assured by the texivilkatre “accepteih the Beloved,to the praise of the
glory of God’s grace. Why is that peculiar titleedshere? It might have been said, we are accepted i
Christ, or accepted in the Mediator. There mustdrae motive for giving Him this special name irsthi
place. The motive is declared to be that we maiserie glory of divine grace. God did not want dor
beloved when He made us His beloved. His heartneapining for an object. His affections were not
lonely and desolate. His only-begotten Son wasddigyht, and there was room enough in Him for all
the Father’s love. It wawe that needed to be loved, and so the Beloved idiomed that we may re-
member the unselfishness of divine grace. He magé4is beloved, but He had a Beloved before.

We are also reminded that we are “accepted ilBteved” to let us know that God has not shifted
His love—His first Beloved is His Beloved still. Weave not supplanted His dear Son, nor even divert-
ed a beam of love from Him. The Lord has calledbel®ved who were not so, and made us a people
who were not a people. But He has not withdrawmaingpf love from Jesus, whom He still calls, “My
elect, in whom My soul delights.” All the infiniteve of God still flows to Jesus, and then to uslim.

It pleased the Father that to Him a fullness otlstiould be given, that out of it, we might each o
ceive. Gods love to us is His love to His Son flogvin a hundred channels. For His sake He makes the
wedding feast, and we are the happy guests what #ite table. Not for our sakes is this done, but f
Jesus’ sake, that so it might be all of grace. pdigpetual acceptance with God is our acceptaneag, th
nothing legal, nothing of which we might boast, htige mingled with the work of sovereign grace.

We are “accepted in the Beloved.” Do you not Itivat sweet title? Is it not the highest quality of
the acceptance that it comes through such a One® lhisoved in the highest conceivable degree by th
Father, and in this you imitate the great God,tfoyou also the Lord Jesus is altogether lovely.iHe
your Beloved as well as God’s Beloved, and thieris proof that you are accepted, for all who truly
love the Son are approved by the Father. ThustbayScripture, “Because he has set His love upon Me
therefore will 1 deliver him: 1 will set him on higbecause he has known My name.” Is Christ your Be-
loved? Then, as He is the Father’'s Beloved, youthad~ather have evidently come to a sweet agree-
ment. You have come to look at things from the sataadpoint as the glorious Jehovah. The Lord and
you evidently have a mutual interest in one comrmperson—the incarnate God. Your recognition of
Christ as your Beloved is thus a sure proof thatg@ accepted in the Beloved. Don'’t you see this?
because He is the Father’s Beloved that the Fétkies you in Him. And because He is your Beloved,
therefore you have evidence within yourself thai j)ave come to an agreement with the Father, and so
to an acceptance by Him. | delight in beiagceptedall the more because therein | am still further
linked with Him who joins God and man in one, graaffiection.
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God'’s love of His dear Son covers all believessaacanopy covers all who come beneath it. As a
hen covers her chickens with her wings, so Godie ko Christ, covers all the children of promise. A
the sun shining forth from the gates of the morrgiids all the earth with golden splendor, so tinsat
love of God to the Well-beloved, streaming forthHon enlightens all who are in Him. God is so
boundlessly pleased with Jesus that in Him Hetsgather well pleased with us. Oh, the joy of this
blending of our interests with those of the Welleved! | scarcely know where | am borne, even by a
single word of my precious text.

Let this stand for our preface, and now let us emhose to our subject, upon which | do not desire
so much to preach myself, as to lead you indivigual meditate, and personally to feed. | would muc
rather put the text into your mouths as a sweét firmm the garden of the Lord, most mellow ancerip
than be judged myself to handle it well. | seek taoexhibit my own skill in words, but | long thgdu
may be refreshed with the marrow and fatness afc¢hoice word. | desire that you may this morning
experientially enjoy the precious drop of honeynirthe rock Christ Jesus, which is contained in the
four words—"Accepted in the Beloved.” Oh that thelyHSpirit may make you enter into the treasures
which they contain!

I. 1 will begin by treating the text by way of CONTRASBrethren and sisters, the grace of God has
made us to be this day “accepted in the Belovedt’'iBwas not always so. As many of us as have,
through grace, believed in Christ, we are now, t®®ainty, at this very moment “accepted in the Be
loved,” but in times past it was very differentidtnot a matter of question, nor of imaginatioar of
sentiment, but a matter of fact, declared by the/ I3pirit Himself, that the Lord has “made us adeep
in the Beloved.” But it was far otherwise a littidnile ago. What a contrast is our present conditibn
acceptance to our position under the law througan&d fall. By actual sin we made ourselves to lee th
very reverse of accepted, for we were utterly refudt might have been said of us, “Reprobate silve
shall men call them, because God has rejected ‘th@umn.way was contrary to God’s way. Our thoughts
were not His thoughts, and our hearts were notrdoog to His heart. Oh, if He had dealt with usrthe
according to our sins what would have become ofAtsthat time we were condemned, “condemned
already,” because we had not believed on the Sdaoof. We had no acceptableness before God. He
could take no complacency in us. His pure and bgbs could not look upon us; we were so full of-eve
rything that provoked Him to jealousy. But now we,goh, let me pronounce it like music!), “Accepte
in the Beloved.” The criminal is now a child, theeeny is now a friend, the condemned one is now jus-
tified. Mark, it is not said that we are “acceptbkthough that were a very great thing, but weazate-
ally acceptedIt has become not a thing possible that God mightphacg® but He has accepted us in
Christ. Lay this to your soul, and may it fill youth delight. The Lord has chosen you. He has wecki
you to Himself, and set His love upon you, and #éfdight is now in you now. What a contrast from
what you were a season ago in your own consciogsiregour own judgment. Refresh your memories
a little. If you passed through the same stateiofiras | did, you loathed your very selves in tightsof
God. You felt that God must abhor you, for you abbd yourselves. You saw sin to be exceedingly sin-
ful, and that sinful thing was permeating your entheing, saturating your thoughts, putrefying your
aims, making you to be corrupt and offensive ingigit of the Most High. | know I felt that if tHeord
swept me away with the broom of destruction, arst nze into the lowest hell, | well deserved it. But
now that condemnation is no more to be dreadedrative not the spirit of bondage, but the spikit o
adoption. Lift up your eyes out of the thick darkseand behold the light. You, who in your own judg
ment were cast away forever, you, who thought tth@t_ord would never be favorable to you, nor blot
out your sins, are this day accepted, “accepteithenBeloved.” No contrast could be more sharp and
clear, and no reflections could be more joyful tki@a contrast suggests to the heart.

Think, again, of the contrast between what yourao@ and what you would have been had not
grace stepped in. Left out of Christ as we thereywere might at this time have been going from sin t
sin, reveling and rioting in it, as so many do. Wight at this moment have been sinning with a high
hand, finding even in the Sabbath Day a speciabdppity for double transgression. In our daring re
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bellion we might have been crying, “The better tlag the better the deed,” and so might have shown
how completely we had thrown off the yoke of allegie to the great King. Yes, by this we might have
been dead, as the result of our own sins. The measwur iniquity might have been full, and we itig
have been in hell. Be startled, my soul, at thautfint, that nothing but infinite long-suffering hieept
you out of the pit that is bottomless, “where th@orm dies not, and their fire is not quenched.'t,Bu
brothers and sisters, we are not in hell, and vghaore, we never shall be, for those iron gatesne-
er close upon a soul that is “accepted in the Belgvand that is our condition now. We have fled fo
refuge to the hope set before us, and now no meed we be in terror of the great white throne ed t
righteous Judge, and the stern sentence, “Departcyrsed.” Clinging to the cross, and beholding ou
selves covered with the righteousness of Christkngav that we are saved, and what is far more,nee a
acceptedThis blessed fact is true of those who might hHasen among the damned. Our laments might
have been going up today amidst the wailings ofwhetched who are eternally cast away from hope.
And now, instead thereof, we lift the joyful sonfypraise unto our God, and bless and magnify His
name in whom this day we are accepted this dayn@tsoul, sing your own song to your Beloved—

“Just as You are—how wondrous fair,

Lord Jesus, are all Your members!

A life divine to them is given—

A long inheritance in heaven.

Just as | was | came to You,

An heir of wrath and misery!

Just as You are before the throne,

| stand in righteousness Your own.

Just as You are—nor doubt, nor fear,

Can with Your spotlessness appear;

Oh timeless love! As You, I'm seen,

The righteousness of God in Him.”

One more point | cannot quite pass over, and thahe contrast between what we now are and all
we ever could have been in the most favorable gistances apart from the Beloved. If it had been pos
sible for us out of Christ to have had desiresraiftgteousness, yet those desires would all hanerr a
wrong direction. We should have had zeal of God,not according to knowledge, and so, going about
to establish our own righteousness, we would nee lsubmitted ourselves to the righteousness of God.
We would have been weaving a righteousness of warwith heavy labor, which would have proved
no better when completed, than a cobweb that coel@r conceal our nakedness. At this moment the
prayers we offered would never have been receivéiseahrone. The praises we presented would have
been unsavory unto God. All that we could have ditaeaccomplish in the matter of good works, had
we striven to our utmost, would have been doneilliumess and pride, and so must necessarily have
fallen short of acceptance. We should have heard/dice of the Eternal saying, “Bring no more vain
oblations; incense is an abomination unto Me,”dot of Christ our righteousness is as unacceptable
our unrighteousness, and all our attempts to naegeptance increase our unworthiness. Oh, strive as
you will, you self-righteous, labor as you may afieighteousness of your own, what can come lodtit
confusion? Why is it that the people labor as mhry fire? This shall they have at the Lord’s der-
they shall lie down in sorrow. The bed is shorbemta man may stretch himself on it, and the cageri
is narrower than what a man may wrap himself iWbe unto the man who is out of Christ, wherever
he may be. In any case the wrath of God abidesronBut we are not out of Christ, we are not shyi
in vain, we are not spending our strength for maghior here is the blessed contrast, we are “dedep
in the Beloved.”

A touch of the black pencil brings out the bridights, and therefore | have laid on these shades.
Such were some of you, but now you are washed; ymware sanctified; now you are justified; now
you are “accepted in the Beloved.” All glory be autihe grace by which we have received this heavenly
benefit.
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Il. Secondly, we will say a little by way of EXPLANATID that the text may sink yet deeper into
your hearts, and afford you richer enjoyment. Retm@nmbrethren, that once, we were pitied of God as
poor, lost, self-destroyed creatures that were degree hopeful. We were chosen of God while in tha
pitiable condition, and although forlorn, wretcheahd ruined, yet were we marked by His electing
love—this was still more encouraging. Then camiena of dealing with us, and we were pardoned, our
transgressions were put away, we were reneweceisghit of our minds by the Holy Spirit. The right
eousness of Christ was imputed to us, and at ldmgtt forth the light of this word, “He has made u
accepted in the Beloved.” Much went before thig, bh, what a morning without clouds rose upon us
when we knew our acceptance and were assuredAafdéptance was the watchword, and had troops of
angels met us, we should have rejoiced that we agt#est as they.

Understand that this acceptance comes to us lgrdisea work of God—“Hdnas madeus accepted
in the Beloved.” We never made ourselves acceptablecould we have done so, but He that made us
first in creation, has now made us new by His graod so has made us accepted in the Beloved.

That this was an act of pure grace there can baonbt, for the verse runs thuSyherein He has
made us accepted in the Beloved"—that is, in Hecgr There was no reason in ourselves why we
should have been put into Christ, and so accepteslreason lay in the heart of the Eternal Father-H
self. He will have mercy on whom He will have merend by this will we were saved. To the great
First Cause we must always trace the motive foramgeptance. Grace reigns supreme. It is a gracious
acceptance of those who but for grace had beeateédjeNotice this, and dwell upon the truth, ghprif
ing God therein. Again, our acceptancéimsthe Beloved.”It is only as we are in Christ that we are ac-
cepted. Let no man steal out of Christ, and thgn“6aod has accepted me.” Nothing of the kindhi t
Lord views you apart from Christ, whoever you may pou are a thing to be consumed and not to be
accepted. “In the Beloved,” that is, as it werethi the gates of the city of refuge. You must abid
within that wall of fire of which the cross is tleenter, or else you are not accepted. You mustirema
within the arms of the Well-beloved, living in thery heart of Christ, and then you shall know yelirs
to be “accepted in the Beloved.” For Christ's sak®&g because you are a part of Him, you shall be ap
proved of the Father. He has taken you into coviemaion so that you can say with the favored apostl
“Truly our fellowship is with the Father and withidHSon Jesus Christ.” Therefore the Father accepts
you, because He cannot dissociate you from His@d#wis Son from you, nor think of Christ without
you or of you without Christ. Therefore it is yovea“accepted in the Beloved.” That explains the
words.

The following remarks may make the sense somewbat tnansparent. No man, my brethren, can be
accepted of God while he is guilty of sin, so that acceptance in the Beloved involves the fadtdaha

sin at this moment is forever put away. Our uneglisness is covered, and therefore we are free from
condemnation, and we are accepted. Realize this ttldoes not require any oratory to set it fotth
needs only that your faith should fully apprehendealize that you are forgiven today. With yoye®
upon the wounds of Christ, say unto your soul lgySbpirit, “I am without spot or wrinkle in the sighf
God, for Christ has washed me whiter than driveawshHe has said of His people, “You are clean eve-
ry whit.” Rejoice in this. You could not be accepieHe had not made you clean, for the filthy aoe
accepted of the Lord.

Neither could God accept a man devoid of righteess. A mere colorless person, whose sin was
forgiven, but who had no righteousness, could moatceptable with Him. | cannot suppose the exist-
ence of such a being. But if there were such, heldvbe like one who was neither cold nor hot, and
must be spued out of God’s mouth. He that is aeceptith God must be positively righteous. Very
well, then, if He has made believers “acceptechenBeloved,” they that believe in Christ are righte
in the sight of God. Mark you they are not righteeuth a sham righteousness, an imaginary, fict#io
righteousness. No, the righteousness which isitif fa the most real righteousness under heavea. Th
righteousness of works may be questioned, butigiteousness of faith cannot be, for it is the trigh
eousness of God Himself. Now drink that in. Do ledime hold it up, and show you what a draughg,it i
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but drink it up for yourselves. You are righteousGhrist, or else you could not be accepted. Sin is
gone, and righteousness is positively yours.

Now to come back again; if we are indeed “accepidtie Beloved, does it not show how close,
how real our union with the Beloved must be? Doewen share in Christ’s acceptance with God? Then
we are one with Him in everything. Here is a fathwio has no particular interest in such-and-such a
woman, but his son takes to himself that womanetdis wife, and now the loving father says, “That
woman is my daughter,” and so she is receivedhrgdove for his son’s sake. He says to her, “Yoa a
my dear son’s wife; therefore you are my daughded dear to me, and welcome to my house at any
time.” Thus it is with the great God. He says to whom Christ has espoused unto Himself, that we
may be His bride in blessed conjugal union forearat ever. “Come to My heart, My children, for He is
My Son and | love you for His sake; | accept youHim.” Is not that a wonderful union, closer théae t
marriage bond, which causes us to share in Chrigffgeousness, so that the holy God can say to us
who are sinful by nature, “You are acceptable to iIMeause of your connection with My Son”? If a
woman of base character were married to the besteof, it would not make her acceptable. A father
would scarcely know what to do with such a daughtdaw. We would try and carry out our relation-
ship as far as we could with all kindness, but weld hardly say that such a person brought into our
family by marriage would be acceptable to us. Bht,the Lord sees His people so wrapped up in Chris
that He must accept them in Him. If | accept a miazannot quarrel with his little finger. If | agoea
man, | accept his whole body, and so, since thedfatccepts Christ, He accepts every member of His
mystical body. If | am one with Christ, though | dmt as it were only the sole of His foot, and esqub
often to the mire of the streets, yet, because@lii@ous Head is accepted, the meanest membermjamne
living union to that Head is accepted, too. Isthat glorious? Can you get a firm hold of it? Uslg®u
intelligently grasp its full significance you witiot heartily enjoy this unspeakable privilege. Bytour
faith receives and welcomes it, you will not neeg &urther explanation. “You are accepted in the Be
loved,” and it is clear that there is a blessednrbetween you and Christ. The acceptance which the
Father gives to Christ, He gives to you. Now, gegou can measure it. How acceptable is Christ to
God? Must it not be an infinite acceptance? Fas &@n infinite Being infinitely accepting an inftely
holy and well-pleasing One, and then accepting lug are in Him with the same acceptance. Oh, how
acceptable is every believer to the eternal Fath€hrist Jesus!

lll. Can we go a step farther? Will the Holy Spirit hakpwhile | say a few words by way of EN-
LARGEMENT? If we are “accepted in the Beloved,”rthérst, our persons are accepted. We ourselves
are well-pleasing to Him. God now looks upon ushvpteasure. Once He said of men that it repented
Him that He had made them, but now when He looksisfpeople, He never repents that He made us.
He is glad He made us. He takes delight in us. Latogour own children. Sometimes they grieve you,
but still you are pleased with them. It is a pleasto have them near you, and if they are longabut
your sight, you grow anxious about them. They amiog home for their holidays soon. They are glad
to return home, and | am sure their mothers are gfidhe thought of seeing them again. Our Fathasi
truly pleased with us. Our very persons are acdept€&od. He delights in us individually. He thingk
us with joy, and when we are near to Him, it gipksasure to His great heart.

Being ourselves accepted, the right of accessitto isl given us. When a person is accepted with
God, he may come to God when he chooses. He isfah@se sheep who may go in and out and find
pasture. He is one of those courtiers who may cewea to the royal throne and meet with no rebuff.
No chamber of our great Father’'s house is closeshagus. No blessing of the covenant is withheld
from us. No sweet smile of the Father’s face isigsefl us. He that accepted us gives us accessllinto a
blessings. “See, | have accepted you concernisgltimg also.” You remember the story of King Ahas-
uerus and his poor trembling spouse Esther, howshtired in at peril of her life, for if her royialrd
and master did not stretch out the golden sceftterguards that stood about the throne would cut he
down. The queen, royal though she was, dared teaoidden into the despot’s presence, but today,
when you and | come to God, we have no fear ofkimat because we are accepted first. He has already
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stretched out to us the golden scepter, and Heusid®me boldly. All is well between us and Him. We
have access with boldness into this grace in wiwelstand.

And being accepted ourselves, our prayers areaaisegpted. Children of God, can you sincerely be-
lieve this? Do you not sometimes pray as if youeAsgggars in the street, pleading with unwilling-pe
sons to give you a gratuity of coppers? | beliewanynchildren of God do so, but when we know we are
“accepted in the Beloved,” we speak to God withvaet confidence, expecting Him to answer us. To us
it is no surprise that our heavenly Father shoelartour prayers. He does it so often and so gesigrou
that we expect Him to do so always. It is a wayHef to hear the prayers of the Well-beloved. When
unaccepted men pray, they pray unaccepted pragetavhen accepted men plead with God, He says,
“In an acceptable time have | heard you, and iaaaf salvation have | succored yoWWhen God de-
lights in men, He gives them the desires of thearts. Oh, the splendor of that man’s position wgho
“accepted in the Beloved!” To him the Lord seemsadg, “Ask what you will and it shall be given you,
not only to the half of My kingdom, but My kingdoitself shall be yours, you shall sit with Me upon
My throne.” Oh, the blessedness of being “acceptatie Beloved,” because the acceptance makes our
prayers to be as sweet incense before the Lord!

It follows then, as a pleasant sequence, thagitg are accepted, for those who are accepted with
God find a great delight in giving of their substarto the glory of His name. | know that when money
is needed for the church of God and one of thehlbeatgoes round to collect the offerings, the stibje
of the kingdom are apt to say, “Here comes thegttkerer again.” Yes, that is what the subjects say
Oh, but when the children are about, they cry, #Heranother opportunity of presenting an offetimg
our Father, a welcome occasion of proving thatloue to Him is pure, without greed or grudging.”
They clap their hands to think that they may com®@ite the Lord with their sacrifices. Their onlyegu
tion is, “Will He accept it? Oh, what would | noivg if | did but know that He would accept it?” Man
a poor woman will take her two mites, and not ngigalthily than joyfully cast them into the treagur
as she says, “Will He really accept them when dedppto the offering box? Will He even know about
them?” And some of God’s children get schemestiméir heads of doing great things for God, but they
say, “May | not after all be working for myself? WM& not be that pride and vain-glory so leaven my
labors that ‘the odor of a sweet smell,’ like tatthacceptable sacrifice’ which the Philippiansganeted,
will be all a-wanting.” No, my friends, my helparsevery good work, you need not ask that question
He has accepted you, for the accepted man bringseepted offering. It is wonderful how God sees
good things in His people where we cannot see thtgnsaw in Abijah some good thing towards the
Lord God of Israel when, perhaps, no one else saMistress Sarah once made a rather naughty
speech, yet there was one good word in it. | deeby much if any one of us would have been quick
enough to discern it. Yet the Holy Spirit picked thiat one word, and put it into the New Testament
her praise. She spoke unbelievingly as to her hgaichild at her advanced age, though the promise
was announced that she should bring forth a soa.s8Hd, “Shall it be, | being old, my lord beingl ol
also?” This was a bad speech, but we are someudrded to read in the New Testament, “As Sarah
also obeyed her husband, calling him lord.” If Graah find a speck of good in us, He will. Then Ist u
try what we can do for Him. Here is a great lummuoértz, but if the Lord can see a grain of gold, H
will save the quartz for the sake of it. He say3es$troy it not, for a blessing is in it.” | do nokean that
the Lord deals thus with all men. It is only focepted men that He has this kind way of acceptieg t
gifts. Had you seen me, when a young man, and lzer uswalking through the streets with rolls of draw
ings from a boys’ school, you would have guessad lticonsidered them of no value and fit only to be
consigned to the fire. But | always took a gre&tiiest in the drawings of my own boy, and | shilhk
them rather remarkable. You smile, | dare say,| lolat so think, and my judgment is as good as ydurs.
value them because they are his, and | think Ibsekeling genius in every touch. But you do not see i
because you are so blind. | see it since love pased my eyes. God can see in His people’s gifts to
Him and their works for Him a beauty which no epes His can perceive. Oh, if He so treats our poor
service, what shouldn’t we do for Him? What zeahatvcheerfulness should stimulate us! If we are ac-
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cepted, our sacrifices shall be acceptable. Thegklty will permit us to be called His servants, anel
shall find His blessing resting on all that we tddhe tree is good, the fruit is good. As is thamso is
his strength, and as is his prestige, so is hisepoWAccepted in the Beloved” has for its accompani
ment, “God has accepted your works.”

I\V. We have thus pursued our train of thought in arestitan explanation, and an enlargement. Let
us now indulge in a few REFLECTIONS.

“Accepted in the Beloved.” May not each believak tthus with himself—I have my sorrows and
grief, | have my aches and pains, and weaknessgés,mbust not repine, for God accepts me. Ah me!
How one can laugh at griefs when this sweet wordesin, “accepted in the Beloved.” | may be blind,
but | am “accepted in the Beloved.” | may be lammay be poor, | may be despised, | may be perse-
cuted, | may have much to put up with in many wang,really these troubles of the flesh count fr |
tle or nothing to me since | am “accepted in thiewed.”

I have to mourn over a multitude of infirmitiesdamperfections, and there is never a day but what
when night comes on | have repenting work to dd, fael compelled to fly to the precious blood again
for a renewed sense of pardon. Yes, but | am “dedep the Beloved.” Ah me, | have been struggling
with this evil and that, and | hope | have got tieory, though | have had many a wound in thelbatt
Yes, but | am “accepted in the Beloved.” | have auswv been blaming myself for my shortcomings, and
mourning over my many slips and failures, yes, lbarn “accepted in the Beloved.” | am speaking for
you, or at least | am trying to interpret your mations. | want you to let this blessed fact go dow
sweetly with you, that whatever may be the tridlsfe, whatever the burdens that oppress you, ehat
er the difficulties of the way, whatever the infitras of the body, whatever the frailties of thendhiyet
still, as being “in the Beloved” you are acceptéxdh, will you not be accepted when you stand where
golden harps ring out perpetual hallelujahs? Whesery robe is spotless, and every heart is sinless?
Yes, but you will not be a jot more accepttften than you are now, in all this noise, strife andrtoil
of everyday life, you are, “accepted in the Beldvadw Is not this present grace in the highest perfec-
tion? What more can you have till you behold theeiled face of infinite Love. Drink down that tryth
pray you.

Let a further reflection be added also to the $meses of your enjoyment. Think of whom it is that
accepts you. It is no common person who admit®usg favor. It is the God whose name is Jehovah,
The jealous God. “Holy, holy, holy,” cry the seraphunceasingly, and nothing that is defiled canreve
enter His palace gates, nor can His heart enderthtiught of iniquity, and yet it is He that haseted
you. Did your brethren cast you out? Did your fdesondemn you? Did your own heart accuse you?
Did the devil roar against you? What does it maftar He has accepted you? “Who shall lay anything
to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that jiesif Who is he that condemns?” He has made us “ac-
cepted in the Beloved,” and if that is so, we neetdfear what men can do to us.

Now, just think again, He has made you “acceptéie Beloved.” He that is God has accepted you
in Christ. Would you have liked any other way otegtance one half as well? For my part, | had infi-
nitely rather receive everything through Christrtimaach it from myself. Mercy seems so much sweeter
and better from the fact that it all comes from dear, pierced hand. If | were this day acceptetiyn
self, | should fear that | might lose my acceptarioel am a poor, changeable being. But if | am-“a
cepted in the Beloved,” then the Beloved will negkange, and | always must and shall be accepted,
come what may. Is not this a word to die with? Wk meet death and face his open jaws with this
word, “Accepted in the Beloved.” Will not this beweord to rise with amidst the blaze of the great
judgment day? You wake up from your tomb, lift gy eyes, and before you gaze upon the terrors of
that tremendous hour, you say, “I am accepted enBbloved,” what can fill you with alarm? Forever
and ever, as the cycles of eternity revolve, will this be the core and center of heaven’s mosesup
bliss, that we are still “accepted in the Belovettiear strange theories nowadays of what may mappe
to the saints. They tell us sinners will die outpe restored, or something else, for they arecantent
with the Scripture’s teaching of eternity, but thaust invent strange notions about the punishmént o
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the ungodly. Then they begin to picture new desfiimysaints too, and the heaven of our fathersshds
doubts cast on it. | care not for their dreams| fmm “accepted in the Beloved.” It matters nothivigat
all the eternities can reveal. He that is acceptéchrist, and eternally one with Him, has nothbejore
him at which he need tremble.

My time is gone. | heard the warning bell just n@md so | must forbear to amplify on the many
reflections that spontaneously flow out of our tett fitted to stifle anxious care, to sweeten tablife,
and to set our souls a-longing for the home whicabiove where so hearty a welcome awaits us.

V. And now | wish to finish with this one PRACTICAL BESIf it is so that we are “accepted in the
Beloved,” then let us go forth and tell poor sirméiow they can be accepted too. Are you, today,
though unconverted, anxious to be found right st?ld.isten, friend, if you want to be accepted, you
must accept. “And what,” do you ask, “must | ac@&ptou must accept Christ as the free gift of God.
You must accept Christ as God’s way of accepting, yor if you get into Christ you are accepted. The
guiltiest of the guiltymaybe accepted in Christ, no matter how great anevgus their transgressions
may have been, the atoning sacrifice can takenaif guilt away, and the perfect righteousnessjean
tify the most heinous sinner before God. You mayabeepted. Listen. If you come to Christ now and
trust Him youwill be accepted. Never did one come to Christ to be tegjlecrou shall not be the first.
Try it, and though you came into this house condemmgou shall go out accepted, if you come now and
hide in those dear wounds of His as doves hidearctefts of the rocks. Listen again. It is notyotflat
you may beaccepted. It is rather thapu will beacceptedYou cannot but baccepted in Christ. There
is no sort of fear, or possibility that you shalhee to Christ and be cast out. Christ must chaingth
must change, God must change towards His Well-keloke must cease to love Him before He could
refrain from loving a soul that is in Him. Guiltg ou are, come to Christ this morning, come; d&spi
not the exhortation, for you will be accepted.dhnot but be that you will be accepted if you cosasd
you shall be accepteat once.lf at this moment you are as vile as vile canibwhile |1 speak you know
that you are black as hell’s dark night, yet themaat that you come to Christ you are “acceptedhén t
Beloved.” Trust Him, trust Him. Have you done so@uY sin is gone. Righteousness is imputed. You
are saved.

And then, to close, if you get into Christ you lslie@ accepted us long as you are in Christ, and as
the grace of God will never let you go out of Chyisu shall be accepted forever, “accepted in the B
loved” world without end. If that is the verdict tfis day it shall be the verdict of every day tiflys
shall be no more. The hope for you dying, the dongour rising again, the verdict which shall be-g
en out when the great judgment shall sit, and y@ll ®e tried for your life for the last time, théat sit
in judgment shall say, “Let that man go; he is atee in the Beloved.” If you believe in Jesus ialsh
be so. It is so. It shall be so forever and everd Bless you all by His good Spirit, for Christaks.
Amen.
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