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“For this purpose the Son of God was manifestedatlhie
might destroy the works of the devil.”
1 John 3:8.

IN this chapter John makes a sharp and clear divisi mankind into two classes. He gives not even
the slightest hint that there is, or ever was,var €an be a third class. But he describes meeiag the
children of God or else the children of the deamid tells us how the two classes are made maigest
verse ten). Now, this distinction would not haveme&rawn by John so sharply if it had not existed,
he was a man of a most loving heart and gentlét,spird if he could somewhere or other have found a
space for neutrals, or what | call “betweenites,people who come in midway between saints and sin-
ners, | am sure he would have done it. No one csudgbect John of lack of charity, and thereforbeas
was convinced that no middle position was possibemay be quite clear upon that point, and at once
dismiss every theory which is meant to flatter timelecided. At this day the world is still dividatto
children of God and children of the evil one. THistinction ought never to be forgotten, and yeiuth
sands of sermons are preached in which it is ggitered, and congregations are commonly addressed
as if they were all the people of God. How shallpreach the truth if we begin by assuming a lie? Ye
to assume that all our hearers are Christians lieg¢in with an error. Is it not highly probable tthaen
will be built up in falsehood if the very truth vahi is addressed to them is stated in a false way My
hearers, we cannot talk to you as all the peopl@ad, for you are not. Some of you are the childven
the wicked one and though it may not be pleasabettold so, yet it is no business of ours to @eas
you. Our duty is to preach so as to please Godandfit the souls of men, and that can only becedte
by an honest enunciation of matters of fact. Theeedefinite and fixed line in the sight of Godveen
the living and the dead, between those who are-agam and those who abide in their fallen estage,
tween the spiritual and the carnal, between thee\aa and the unbelieving. There is a gulf fixest b
tween the two orders of men, which, blessed be Gaxlbe passed, but which nevertheless divides the
whole race as though a vast chasm had openedtbp in midst of them, and set them apart from each
other, separating them into two camps.

This important distinction ought to be observegimlic prayer. And this is a point in which we are
dissatisfied with most liturgies, because they ra@eessarily composed with the view of suiting both
saints and sinners, and as a necessary resultateayot suitable for either. The joyous notesasffie
dence which are becoming in the children of Godlafteout because the ungodly could not use such
expressions of exultant faith, while on the othandh the wailing notes which are most suitablento- a
ious souls are put into the mouths of men who,heygrace of God, have long ago found their Savior.
Men walking in full fellowship with the Lord are hoorrectly described as “miserable sinners,” regith
is it theirs to pray as if they had never founddoar and life in Christ Jesus. It is impossible talblic
prayer should be suitable for a mixed congregatiaiess a portion of it is evidently for such as fibee
Lord, and another portion for such as do not feian.H suppose it would be difficult, if not impobse,
to compose a liturgy for common use upon striattiful principles, and yet that order of publiaper
which ignores the distinction between the regeeeaaid the unregenerate must inevitably be mischie-
vous to the souls of men. In this matter the sdreamhe Lord must discern between the precious and
the vile, or he cannot be as God’s mouth.

If this distinction is to be thought of in preaesgiand in public prayer, it should be especiallg-co
sidered in our personal religion. We ought to knetwose we are and whom we serve. We ought to
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know the differences, which the Lord has made acgr and whether or not He has made us to differ
from the unrenewed. Every man in trade wishes tsuse of his position, whether he is prospering or
not. And surely we ought, each one, to know ouitwosin that one great enterprise of life whichtif
finds us bankrupt at the last must leave us sovéordt is of the utmost importance for a man t@kn
whether he has been enlightened or abides in deskméhether he is the slave of sin or the Lorde fr
man. Each man should know that he is saved orpastioned or condemned. He may not sit down in
peace in the deceitful hope that though he mayeda child of God, he is nevertheless no heir @itlyr

for it cannot be, he is one thing or the otheh& moment. Everyone is under the wrath of Godamle
he has believed in Jesus, and so has become atc¢eptee Beloved. There are two seeds and only
two—the seed of the woman and the seed of the rIsegred you, my friend, belong to one or the other.
John sums up the vital distinction when he writeke that has the Son has life; and he that haghsot
Son has not life. And we know that we are of Godl e whole world lies in wickedness.”

Let this stand as the preface of the sermonhiispirit of it will run through my whole discourse

And now | come to the words of the text itselfpfRhis purpose the Son of God was manifested,
that He might destroy the works of the devil.” Wk speak of four thingghe works of the devil, the
purpose of God, the manifestation of the Son of, @odthe experience within ourselvesthe meaning
of this text. Oh, for the aid of the Holy Spirityat we may think aright and speak with power.

I. First, then, let us say a little upon THE WORKS THE DEVIL. This very strong expression is
descriptive ofsin, for the preceding sentence so interprets it. | vahd the whole verse—“He that
commits sin is of the devil; for the devil sinnedrh the beginning. For this purpose the Son of @ad
manifested, that He might destroy the works ofdeel’—that is, that He might destren.

This name for sin is first of a#l word of detestatiarSin is so abominable in the sight of God and of
good men that its various forms are said to be Wheks of the devil.” Men do not like the idea ahh
ing any connection with the devil, and yet theydavmost intimate connection with him until theg ar
made anew by the Spirit of God. When it was suppase superstitious age that a man had commerce
with the devil, he was abhorred or feared, and rpogperly so. He that is in league with Beelzebab h
forfeited all right to honor. Yet let every man kmaohat if he lives in sin, his actions are callgdtbe
Holy Spirit, “the works of the devil.” Satan is &hspirit that now works in the children of disobedi
ence.” Think of that, you ungodly ones. The desiht work in you, as a smith at his forge. Is it ao
shocking thought that if | am living in sin, | arnet bond slave of Satan, and | am doing his work for
him? If the devil is in the heart the whole lifelMde more or less tainted by the presence of dnett-
enemy of God and man. Do not laugh at sin, thematadare to trifle with it, for it is dangerousdan
deadly, because it is of the devil, from whom nodything can ever come. Oh, if men could but see th
slime of the serpent upon their pleasurable shesyénom of asps upon their dainty lusts, and rineke
of hell upon their proud and boastful thoughtseguthey would loathe that which they now delighit i
If sin connects us with the devil himself, let leeffrom it as from a devouring lion. The expressoa
word of detestation, may it enter into our hearnd make sin horrible to us.

Next, it isa word of distinction|t distinguishes the course of the ungodly mamfithe life of the
man who believes in the Lord Jesus. For he that 3od does the works of God, his life is the wofk
God, it is a life which has much that is God-likeat it, and he is upheld by the power of God,aher
blessed Spirit. But the ungodly man’s life is velfferent—he lives for himself, he seeks his own
pleasure, he hates all that oppose him, he is apnis against the Lord and His truth, and all ihaiure
and good. His spirit is not the spirit of God, béithe evil one. There is a radical distinctionvibetn the
gracious and the graceless, and this comes obkinworks. The one works the works of God and the
other the works of the devil. | know that this dow is not pleasant, but it is true, and thereforeust
be plainly stated. | hear one say, “Look at me. Panchild of the devil? | may not be much of a sain
but I am no worse than many of your professing €tams.” | answer that may be the case, for prefess
ing Christians are sometimes horrible hypocritag. \Bhat has that to do with you? Ah, my friend,ithe
perishing will not help your salvation. If you amet trusting in Christ and living under the powéHs
love, you may be as good as any hypocrite, or &etter, and yet you may be widely different from a
real Christian. If you have not the life of Godyiou, you cannot do the works of God. The mineral ca
not rise into a vegetable by itself; it would reguanother touch from the creative hand. The véieta
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cannot rise into an animal unless the Creator shatk a miracle, and even so, you as a carnal man,
cannot become a spiritual man by any spontaneauesrgigon. The new life must be imparted to you by

the quickening Spirit. The distinction of your werkom those of the real believer in Christ is esag

as that between the works of the devil and the svofkGod, and this may show you how great the dis-
tinction of the natures must be by which theseedéht fruits are produced.

The language before us is, nextword of descentSin is “of the devil.” It came from him. He isit
parent and patron. Sin is not so of the devil thatcan lay the blame of our sins upon him, for tkat
our own. You must not blame the tempter for tengptiou to do that which without your will, he could
not make you do. He may tempt you, but that woddb sin of yours if your will did not yield to the
temptation. The responsibility lies with your wilthe devil has plenty of sin of his own to answar;, f
and yet he is often made a packhorse to carry loadsil which are none of his. Mother Eve taught u
that art, when she said, “The serpent beguiled miel did eat.” And since then men have become won-
derfully proficient in the science of excuse-makifigquently imputing their own guilt to the dewgil’
guile. Yet sin in a sadly true sense, does conthetievil. He first introduced it into the worldot or
when he himself first sinned and fell from beingaaryel of light to become the apostle of darkness,
will not conjecture. Many have thought that thedprof his lofty station, or envy of the foreseeargs
of the Son of man, may have overthrown Him. Buaray rate, he kept not his first estate, but became
rebel against his Lord, and the active promotealbévil. Being expelled from heaven for his wicked
ness, he desired to wreak his revenge upon Godidryating the human race from its obedience. He
saw what an interest the Creator had taken in arahtherefore judged that he could grieve Him dyeat
by seducing man from obedience. He perceived HeaMaker, when He formed the earth, did not rest.
When He had made the birds and fishes, He didesit When He had made the sun, moon and stars,
He did not rest. But when He had fashioned manwBle so well content that He then took a day of rest
and consecrated it forever to be a Sabbath. ThissG®Gal’s unresting care for man made manifest.
“Surely,” said the evil one, “if | can turn thisvared being into an enemy of God, then | shall dpdis-
honor upon the name of the Most High, and have emgnge.” Therefore he alighted in the garden, and
tempted our first parents, thus opening the gate/tigh sin entered into the world with all its traof
woe. In that sense sin is truthfully described @sdpthe work of the devil. He brought the flameiath
has caused so great a burning. Since then he basrbeome degree the author of sin by often tergpti
men. | doubt not that he suggests to many a stteedelights of the flesh, and the pleasures &f aptl
that he shuts the eyes of conscience to the tanth hardens the heart against the threats of GoderU
these influences men doubtless rush into wild gagances of evil, willingly yielding themselveslie
led captive at his will. Doubtless, Satan not suggests sin to men, but as one spirit influenoneshar
spirit, he influences men strongly towards thatahhis evil, and blinds them against that whichasday
“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us frame tevil one,” is a prayer which plainly connects th
evil one with temptation, as we know that he isrmted with it as a matter of fact. This is hisstant
employment, to be tempting one way or anotherstres of men. Hence sin is the work of the devit, bu
not so that it excuses us. It is our work becausemllingly yield. Let us be thoroughly ashamed of
such work when we find that the devil has a hand. iMay Almighty God deliver us from the mighty
spirit of evil!

Consider, next, that we have harevord ofdescription The work of sin is the work of the devil be-
cause it is such work as he delights in. What la@entorks of the devil? They are such actions asikee
himself, and exhibit his nature and spirit. Openryeyes and you will surely see “the works of tee-d
il,” they are everywhere in this poor world. Thethas defiled with his horrible productions. Howe-d
lightful it is to take a survey of the works of Gdiche wise man says, “The works of the Lord areagre
sought out of all them that have pleasure theréihéard of a good man who went down the Rhine, but
took care to read a book all the way, for fear in@utd have his mind taken off from heavenly toggs
the beauties of nature. | confess | do not undedssaich a spirit—I do not want to do so. If | gtoian
artist's home, | do that artist displeasure ifkgano notice of his works under the pretext thanl quite
absorbed in him. Why not enjoy the objects in whacih heavenly Father has set forth His wisdom and
power? There is nothing in any of the works of Godlefile, debase, or carnalize the soul. Delight
yourself in all of your heavenly Father's handiwoakd make it to be a ladder by which you climb to
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Him. But what a very different contemplation isttlich lies before us in the works of the devith A
me, what a picture for a painter here—the workshefdevil! Yet surely, brush and color would alto-
gether fail. Oh, evil one, how cunning are your k#rn malice have you made them all! The earth is
full of your abominable things!

Look abroad in the world and you saleism,men made by God deny His existence. They could
not stand upright and speak if He did not enal#entto do so, and yet they cry, “There is no Godtdl
what a condition must an intelligent mind be brdulgefore it can vent such folly! Surely this must
come from that arch-fiend who above all things @ssihat there should be no God! See, also, how
much there is ofgnoranceabroad, a leaden night of ignorance of God anHisfSon. Is not this the
work of the prince of darkness? Note also the abmgunbeliefof truth which would be believed at
once if men’s minds were pure, of truth which ikzggon to those who accept it, and yet is rejedigd
many as if it were injurious to them. From whereslall thisindifferenceto God and His grace come,
and what is the origin of all this plagueddubtingwhich is now upon us? Is it not of the same charac
as that which abode in the serpent’s heart whewtispered, “Has God said?” and again, “You shall
not surely die.” Here is the liar that is from theginning still producing a host of lies againsdGtim-
self. What isidolatry, which we see everywhere abroad, not only amondéathen, but among those
who call themselves Christians—the worship of Vesgymbols instead of the spiritual adoration & th
unseen Spirit? It must have come from Satan, wisonfeede himself the god of this world, setting him-
self up to be God’s rival. Things offered to idal® offered to devils, for a mere idol is nothingthe
world, its evil lies in its representing a prin@pihich is opposed to the one true, invisible Gldte su-
perstitions which degrade humanity, which are a&ulinto our manhood, all these are most pleasing to
Satan, and approved by him, and so they are feégcdbed as “the works of the devil.” And what, my
brethren, idblasphemy-that common profanity which pollutes our streat¢f?o could have taught men
wantonly, and for no purpose whatever, to use thut &nd filthy language that is so common nowa-
days? This must be the speech of pandemonium,isttectdof hell. And what igride, my brethren;
pride in a creature that will die? Pride in a sinworm?—the pride of dress, the pride of life, hrede
of talent? What are those haughty looks? Whatrareet presumptuous words? What are those contemp-
tuous glances—what are all these things but wofrkkeodevil? He whom Milton describes as thinking
it “better to reign in hell than serve in heavene surely is the great fomenter of all pride amoran-
kind. As fordeceit,so current everywhere, and worst of all, religideseit, formalism antlypocrisy,
from where come these but from the bottomless pibmfhim who transforms himself into an angel of
light? Are not all liars his dear children? My listiong enough, but | see a numerous brood hatbbed
neath the wings ofiate, envy, strife, wrath, bitterness, malice, revengleese are as fiery flying ser-
pents in this wilderness, inflaming men’s bloodek these accursed evils rousing nations into dvar,
viding communities with discords, embittering faiesl that otherwise might be full of love. Yes, mak-
ing men to be the worst enemies of men. These dmmehim who is a murderer from the beginning,
and is the aider and abettor of all hatred anfestthat a busy being he has been! How he hadtoile
incessantly day and night to set up a kingdom ¢ lraopposition to the empire of eternal love! hVit
what diligence has he smothered the world withlagbalarkness, so that men sit down to weep asel ri
up to torment one another. Ah me, what mischies timclean spirit has worked! His works are evil, on
ly evil and that continually. He has led the humace to become accomplices in his treason agdiast t
majesty of heaven, allies in his rebellion agathst sovereignty of God Most High. The works of the
devil make up a black picture. It is a thick darkmever all the land, even a darkness that maglbe f

Il. But now, secondly, and much more joyously, let asscder THE PURPOSE OF GOD—"For
this purpose the Son of God was manifested, thahigat destroy the works of the devil.”

Ring out sweetly all the silver bells of earthdaall the golden harps of heaven. God has purposed
that the terrible work of the devil upon the eastiall be every atom of it, destroyed. Yes, mark tha
word “destroyed,” not limited, nor alleviated, nor neutralized, léstroyed. Oh, men and brethren,
what could you and | do against such a power aanSab malicious and so strong, and withal so cun-
ning and subtle, and apt to deceive? Who amongudaosen his works, and cast his cords from us?
But if God has purposed it, verily the purpose @favah shall stand! If this is the divine decreemt
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ble, O Tophet, and you, Beelzebub, for there simatie an end to all your works, if God has purpdsed
destroy them!

The work which lies in this purpose is assureadbivine work The Lord who can create can certain-
ly destroy. Destruction lies in the hand of Omnemute, and is a prerogative of the Eternal One. De-
struction of forces so terrible must come fromIthed alone. What could you and | do in this busstes
Ourselves originally under Satan’s power, oursetiestroyed, could we destroy the destroyer? The im-
age of God in us has been marred by the work @rS&ould we restore that image? Enmity to God has
been created in our hearts by Satan. Could we whilenemies tear out that enmity? No, another hand
must make us friends; a hand outside of us. Thathwimas been done by the powers of darkness must
be undone by the eternal light, or else it will Bmforever. It is a divine work, this destructiohthe
works of the devil, and herein lies our hope obisng accomplished.

And there is, to my mind, about it the ideaaafonquering workWhen are the palaces and the forti-
fications of great kings destroyed? Not till thads themselves have been overthrown in a fair.fight
But when their power is broken, then it is that do@querors raze the castle and burn the stronghold
Glory be unto Jehovah, it is His purpose to winhsacvictory over the Prince of Darkness that every
work of his shall be destroyed. “Come, behold tleeks of the Lord, what desolations He has made in
the earth; He breaks the bow, and cuts the spesunder. He burns the chariot in the fire.” Yowghti
hand, O Lord, has dashed the enemy in pieces. GuighAty Champion has come forth with a shout of
victory to divide the spoil with the strong. Thel#enemy is vanquished, and therefore his workscare
be destroyed!

This means alsa complete workThe product of evil is not to be cut down forirag and left to
grow again. The tree of the forest is felled by &xe, but the root remains, and at the scent oémwhat
will bud and send forth branches. But the purpd€eanl is utterly tadestroythe works of the devil, and
destroyed they shall be. In the heart of man, wed begins His work, He does not cease till He has
utterly destroyed all sin, yes, the very tendenay possibility of sin. And then He conducts theifoen
spirit up to His right hand, having neither spotwaimkle, nor any such thing. In the world, also, ribt
doubt it, oh you soldiers of Christ, who are reaolyturn your backs in the day of battle, He wilk ye
drive sin out of its entrenchments. The habitatiohsruelty shall become the temples of adorataih,
people shall bow before the Lord, and there shalalmew heaven and a new earth in which dwells
righteousness. Up from this poor planet there smdkend, like smoke from a great golden altar of in
cense, the perpetual hallelujahs of a ransomed radeemed by blood and power from all the rule of
the enemy. Glory be to God, He has purposed itHdill accomplish it.

It is a complete work and conclusive workfor the Lord Jesus will so break the head of tlit o
dragon, that he shall never again wear the crovanisChas come, not to fight a battle with Satancivh
shall continue throughout all ages, but to win&ony which shall so crush the power of evil thaghall
not molest the world again. The powers of darkngem this earth hang out their flags and ring bet t
clarions of victory, but they are too fast. Waiitde while, and He that will come shall come, andl
not tarry. And when He comes, He shall lead cagtis@ptive, and the reign of goodness and trutt, an
love shall be established forever and ever. Rere#ihall not rise up a second time. Oh, how glarigu
the text—"For this purpose the Son of God was nestjfthat He might destroy the works of the devil.”
Sin in every shape and form, the Lord shall desfirom off the face of the earth forever.

[Il. Thirdly, our text plainly tells us how this is te@ lmone, By THE MANIFESTATION OF THE
SON OF GOD. “For this purpose the Son of God wasifested.” The work of the devil was so clever,
the foundations of it were so deeply laid, and wi®le thing had such a semblance of omnipotence
about it, and was, indeed, in itself so strongt tim champion was found in heaven or on earth that
could hope to destroy it. It never entered Satdrosights that God Himself could deign to suffer &md
die. He said within himsel—“If, | can make man $o offend God that He must justly be incensed
against him, then | shall have done the work etffgity. If | can make man a rebel, God’s infiniteliho
ness cannot overlook his rebellion, and He musispuimm. And so | shall have made for God a perpet-
ual race of enemies, and He will have lost the lovenyriads of His creatures.” He did not know the
boundless love and wisdom of Jehovah. Even hisliangeellect could never have conceived the
matchless plan of atonement by a sacrifice, prapiin by substitution. The blessed fact of the 8bn
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God becoming manifest in human flesh, and dyinguman form, to destroy the works of the devil, en-
tered not into a creature’s mind. Yet this was gsvim God’s purpose, for the better display of Hiis
vine attributes. Behind, and under, and over theksvof the devil, the Lord had always the desigat th
this evil should be permitted that He might baftlevith love, and that the glory of His grace midia
revealed.

My text has in it, to my mind, a majestic ideastii of the difficulties of the case—that the Sdn o
God must necessarily be manifested to destroy th&saof the devil, and then secondly, of the edse o
His victory. Have you been abroad at midnight wharkness has been all around you, dense and tangi-
ble? Not a star was visible, the moon had forgatbeshine, you could scarcely see your hand when yo
held it before your eyes. The blackness seemed twbonly above, beneath, and around, but aldo wit
in you. You were embedded in a thick, heavy, séestbony mass. How could all this be scattered?
What power could lift up the pall and scatter th@ss? Lo, in the east old Sol has lifted up his haad
the black walls have vanished. Not a speck remdihs.works of darkness are destroyed by the mani-
festation of the light. That is the thought of tegt—"For this purpose the Son of God was manitkste
Rising up from His divine retreat in the silencé®ternity, Christ appeared in human form and there
scattered and utterly destroyed the works of dagnleet us see how this was done.

First, Christ's manifestation, even His incarnation,was a fatal blow to the works of Satan. Did
God come down to men? Was He incarnate in the tirfif@m that slept in Bethlehem’s manger? Then
the Almighty has not given up our nature to be pihey of sin. Despair may not be! If one is born on
earth that is divine as well as human, then jopwyatu, O race of Adam! Hear you not the song, “@lor
joy to God in the highest, and on earth peace, wdbtbward men”? It cannot be that the race isegiv
up to perpetual night if the Son of God is man#dsh such fashion as this.

Next, look tothe life of Christ on earthand see how He there destroyed the works of thii. die
was a glorious duel in the wilderness when thepdtimot to foot—the champions of good and evil!
How dexterously the evil one played his weaponsivHoinningly he tempted the Christ of God! But
the Lord Jesus used the sword of the Spirit, ahds“Ivritten,” “It is written,” “It is written,” stuck
home till the evil one spread his dragon wings fd away, for he had found his victor. Evil sgritad
taken possession of human forms, legions of dewéise established in men, but the Lord Jesus Christ
had only to speak the word, and away they fledj ¢ggeleap into swine, and rush into the sea topesca
from His presence. They knew that He had come wdm® avdained “to destroy the works of the devil.”

All of our Lord’s preaching, all His teaching, &llis labor here below, was in order to the pulling
away the cornerstone from the great house of dasknehich Satan had built up.

But oh, dear friends, it was His deaththat Jesus chiefly overthrew Satan and destroyed/drks.
Satan built upon this—that man had become offengivéod and God must punish him, that punish-
ment was his hope for the continuance of alienatd@hold, the august Son of God takes the offesder’
place! Marvel of marvels, the Judge stands whezectiminal should have stood and is “numbered with
the transgressors!” Behold, the wrath of God fall®n His Well-beloved, and Jesus suffers, that He
may reconcile man to his God, and heal the bredgbhasin had caused. The deed was done. Man is no
more offensive to heaven, for one glorious man’snolbess merit has put away the demerit of the race.
Jesus has, by His unutterable beauties, removedkefoemities of all who are in Him. By His obedienc
unto death the law is vindicated, justice is hodpiggace is glorified. Man, accepting this greatrisa
fice, loves and adores the Father who ordainednid, so the works of the devil in his heart are de-
stroyed.

Our Lord’srising again, His ascension into glory, His sitting at the rigt#nd of the Father, His
coming again in the latter days—all these are pErtie manifestation of the Son of God by whicé th
works of the devil shall be destroyed. So alsthespreaching of the gospéf.we want to destroy the
works of the devil, our best method is to manifestre and more the Son of God. Preach up Christ and
you preach down the devil. All kinds of reforms @@od, and we are on the side of everything that is
pure, and honest, and temperate and righteous. t8&l best Reformer is the Christ of God. The one
medicine for man’s moral sickness is the cross, rasttling but the cross. Preach the crucified Savior
preach the incarnate God, preach Christ full ofil@ness and love, reconciling the world unto Hilinse
and you have applied the best remedy to the sarly. I& it never be forgotten that Jesus destrogs t
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works of darknesby His Spirit. It is the Spirit of God who puts divine energyarthe sacred word.
When the Spirit manifests Christ in a man thenweks of darkness are destroyed in that man. When
Christ is manifested in a nation then the workSaffan begin to fall in that nation. And in propontias

the Holy Spirit shall more and more reveal Chrishearts and consciences, bringing them into obedi-
ence to the faith, in that degree shall the wofkSatan be destroyed.

Lastly, on this point, our blessed Lord is martéesin His eternal power and kingdomeaghroned,
in order to destroy the works of the devil, forétigjovernment shall be upon His shoulders, and His
name shall be called Wonderful, the mighty God, Father of the ages.” He is such a father, and the
age is made to feel His forming hand. Kings, pressigd, parliaments, poets, leaders and such likesethe
are visible powers, but there is over them alljrasisible power. A late philosopher asserted thatda
all the confusion of affairs he could see a powerall which works towards righteousness. There is
such a power. There is a King of kings and a Ldrtbals. And who is He? It is He of whom we read,
“The Father has committed all things into His hahte is ruling, He is reigning even now, and déspi
our unbelief, things are moving on. God is beingrifjed, His kingdom is coming, the ultimate destru
tion of evil on the earth is sure, and the etere&n of the right and of good is certain. “The dlor
reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the multitudestés be glad thereof.” Enthroned at the rightchahthe
Eternal, Jesus sits, the man of love, the crucifi¢el has reassumed His eternal glory and soveygignt
and without His bidding shall not a dog move hisgiee. The dominion is with the Son of God, and He
shall end the reign of evil. Glory be to His naraeeier and ever!

I\VV. Lastly, | would come close home to each dear friaadve utter a few words of inquiry as to
THE EXPERIENCE OF ALL THIS IN OURSELVES. Has therSof God been manifested to you to
destroy the works of the devil in you? Come togbet, and look at yourself!

At first there was in your heart ammity to Godfor “the carnal mind is enmity against God.” Iath
enmity destroyed? Has the love of God in ChristSegppeared to you in such a way that you can truly
say you no longer hate God, but love Him? Though ¢o not love Him as you wish to do, yet your
heart is toward Him and you desire to be like Hand to be with Him forever. This is a good begin-
ning, the Son of God has destroyed your enmity, lyaxe seen the love of God in Christ, and your re-
bellion against God has ceased.

The next work of the devil which usually appearshe human mind iself-righteous prideThe
man says, “I am no enemy to God, | am righteousarh not perfect, yet | am tolerably good. God, |
thank You that | am not as other men are. | dodah$ | do that, and | do not do the other.” Thisus
natural boasting, but the Son of God destroys #s Hhe Son of God destroyed all your self-
righteousness? It is a precious lot of rags, busaveonstantly practice the art of patching andaimen
that we dream that we are clothed in royal app&tele all those rags gone from you? Has a strong
wind blown them right away? Have you seen your oatural nakedness? Why, if | were to talk about
my own righteousness, | would be a fool and aifiayne. | have no righteousness of my own. | date n
dream of such a thing. Is that your case? Ther.tind Jesus Christ has been manifested to destroy in
you the works of the devil. That is a pretty nameyour righteousness, is it not? It deservesiihate,
for the best righteousness of man, when it is pahwpposition to the righteousness of Christedess
small compliments, it is one of the works of theide

When the Lord has destroyed self-righteousness,iithe devil generally sets us forth another form
of his power, and that despair.“Ah,” he says, “you see what a sinner you are—@adbnever be rec-
onciled to you! There is no forgiveness for youlli @at ever he should have the impudence to make a
man believe so gross a slander of such a God aswhose very name is love, and who gave His Son to
die for sinners! But, if the Lord Jesus Christ bagn manifested to you, despair has gone, that afork
the devil has been all destroyed, and now you lEahemble hope in God, and a joy in His mercy.
Though you speak sometimes with bated breath, gt goubt is about yourself, not about your Lord.
You know whom you have believed, and you know thais a God that passes by transgression, iniqui-
ty, and sin. Thus three sets of works of the danel gone already—enmity is gone, self-righteousisess
gone, and despair is gone.

What next? Have you amynbeliefin your heart as to the promises of God? Thatfesvarite work
of the devil; unbelief is one of his darling chige. Now, | beseech you, do not say, “I must alwiags
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this unbelief.” No. Down with it! Christ was mansfted todestroythe works of the devil. Grind your
cutlasses, and cut down these doubts! All mistrosist die. Not one of them must be spared. Hang
them up before the face of the sun!

Jesus has not come that He may lock up our snask@ep them quiet, hidden away in a dark corner.
He has come tdestroythem. Israel was not to make a league with thea@aites, as they unwisely did
with the Gibeonites, but they were to sweep outethigre race, root and branch. Thus must sin be ex-
terminated and eradicated. Cry to the Lord JesusiChat you may never tolerate the sin of unliglie
and look upon it as a pitiable infirmity. No, itasgrievous sin, war to the knife with it; the SafinGod
is manifested that it may be utterly destroyed. pyaig that man who no longer doubts his God, but ex
ercises the Abrahamic faith which staggers natafromise through unbelief!

Do fleshly lusts arise in your heart, my brothansl sisters? In whose heart do they not arise? The
brightest saint is sometimes tempted by the foulest Yes, but he yields not. By the grace of Gual,
says, “Christ is manifested to destroy the workthefdevil.” He will not play with these things addl-
ly with them, and let them be his Delilah, for heolws that they will cost him his eyes, even if tliey
not ruin his soul. He cries, “Away with them!” & not meet even to mention these vile things; trey
works of the devil and to be destroyed.

My brothers and sisters, do you quickly becomerygihg pray God you may be angry and sin not,
but if you are of a hasty temper, | entreat yowviercome it. Do not say, “I cannot help it.” You shu
help it or rather Christ must destroy it. It muset be tolerated. Does your anger ever intensify irgte?

Do you ever feel envious of those who are bettethain yourself, or better than yourself? Does #rmat
vy ever lead you to think harshly of them, to irglulyourself in suspicions that are groundless aornce
ing them? Oh, for the sword of the Lord and of GieSlay all these Midianites, for Christ is revesl
on purpose to clear the heart of the whole brooth@m. God is love, and he that dwells in love dsvel
in God, and hate and sin must not live! Every fafevil must fall. Destruction is meted out to them
all. Every idol must be broken.

Oh, brethren, there is to be in every true beligkie ultimate abolition of sin. What a prospeds th
is! The cutting up of the very roots of evil! Theamer the better. The day shall come when eveld chi
of God shall be transformed and transfigured ihtlikeness of Christ, and shall be without faelfoe
the throne of God. This is already foreshadowedhwm for the outlines are drawn in the fact that w
hate all sin, and long after perfect holiness. §heat Father has put His mark upon the lump of,clay
and we can see from the rough draft that He wéhfan it and form it into the perfect image of ldsar
Son. After that image we are struggling. It is heguus by the power of the Spirit of God, and H& w
not fail nor be discouraged till the purpose of Gball be accomplished, and all the works of Satan
us shall be destroyed. This robs death of all dréad prospect of being totally free from sin males
welcome even the grave, if by that road we areotnecto the home of the perfect. Meanwhile, let us
seek after sanctification. Let us labor after hedis, and let us abound in it to the glory of Goesjiite
our failures and mistakes let us pursue holineaging it by the heel, let us keep close to it. Say e
Lord enable us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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