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“While He yet spoke, behold, a bright cloud oversiltaved them: and behold a voice out of the cloudjathsaid,
This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleasééar you Him. And when the disciples heard it, thig}i
on their face, and were sore afraid. And Jesus caamel touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afra
Matthew 17:5, 6, 7.

IT is exceedingly important to have clear evidenckthe truth of our holy religion. Sometimes, |
dare say, you have wished that God would speakfolkaven in your hearing, or that He would work
some extraordinary marvel before your eyes, that might know beyond all question the truth of the
gospel of Jesus. This desire for signs and wonidanse new thing. Ah, my dear friends, we know not
what we ask, nor what we desire, for if such a@oeiwere to come to us out of the excellent glory ane
made of the same flesh and blood as Peter, andsJame John, and it would therefore produce the
same effect upon us as upon them, we would fatiorfaces and be sorely afraid. Spirituals mustvgro
out of spirituals. Saving faith can never be pradlby carnal sight and hearing. The Holy Spirit can
work faith in us apart from any form of miracle damiracle alone can never create a spiritual féitn.
we wish to receive a sign in order to confirm oalidf in God? Suppose that we had it, we would soon
need to have it repeated, for unbelief dies hacdnhot tell how often we should need to hear theev
out of the cloud, but certainly life would soon bew a misery to us, for we should be so frequéwptly
ing on our faces, so often cast into a swoon af, fibat we should be shattered, and nervous, arad in
pable of the ordinary duties of life. Like Isra¢l&inai, we would begin to entreat that the Lordulglo
not speak to us anymore. The fact is that the void8od, as absolute God, is too awful, too magesti
for mortal ears, and the sight of overwhelming klga would put such a strain upon the human mind
that it is better for us to be without them. Itplsin from the example of Israel in the wilderndéisat
even the lowest form of grace does not grow odtexrfuent miracles, for the tribes fell into eveoyrh
of evil, though they lived on miracles, and evem atd drank the result of them. Not signs and wande
on the outside, but a new heart within, is the dramre for unbelief. Christ in you is the hope tdry
and the death of doubt, anything else will fall$lod your need.

According to our text, what is needed is not adilale voice of God to confirm the evidences of our
religion, but the touch and the voice of Christi@ke us conscious within ourselves of the power of
Him to whom God bears witness. Not external, btérmal evidences are what we need. The best evi-
dences in the world are what we call experiensath as grow out of actual experience. It is aebett
thing for a man to live near to Christ, and to gniitis presence, than it would be for him to be ever
shadowed with a bright cloud and to hear the difiather Himself speaking out of it. The voice ofut o
the cloud would but dismay and distract. The vat€hrist would cheer and comfort, and at the same
time, would be an equally powerful assurance tofuke divinity of the whole matter. Assurancehs t
thing which we so much desire and we can bettaiolit by personal test than by any external wines
Brethren, the most profitable thing for me at aatgris not so much to study evidences or to seak, th
as to enjoy the gospel itself by personal contattt the Christ of God. You may be told that thighse
bread of heaven, but you will not know it, howeteavenly the voice, one half so vividly as if yat e
thereof and live. Then shall you know when Jesushes you and bids you, “Be not afraid.” A miracu-
lous interposition would crush as well as convinkespiritual visitation and a consoling word wilbia-
vince as certainly, and it will comfort at the satimee.

The verses which | have selected seem to me th tes just this—that even the voice of God the
Father would need to be supplemented by the vaidebg the touch of our Lord Jesus Christ, the mcar
nate Son, or else we would not be so assured lasctume active witnesses for gospel truth. To preach
Christ we must hear Christ. No other voice willfsag unless He speaks to us.
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This morning | propose to treat the subject tHiust, let us hear the voice out of the clouthd
then, secondlylet us hear the voice of Jesiday the Holy Spirit sweetly enable us to listalgently
in each case.

|. First, LET US LISTEN TO THE VOICE THAT SPEAKS OUTFOTHE CLOUD.

Observe at the outset the wortBBehold, a bright cloud overshadowed themWhen God draws
near to man it is absolutely necessary that Hisygthould be veiled. No man can see His face armd li
Hence, the cloud, in this instance, and in otheesahence that thick veil which hung over theaame
to the most holy place, hence the need of the seémfill that place with smoke when the High Bfie
once in a year went within the veil, hence aboVela¢ need of the body and the manhood of CHrast t
the Godhead may be softened to our view. The Goweslgraciously through the man, and we behold
the brightness of the Father’s glory without beblimded. There must be a cloud. Yet it wabrmght
cloud, which in this case yielded the shadow artdarthick darkness like that which became the cgnop
of Deity at the giving of the law. Then Mount Sinaas altogether on a smoke, and the Lord sat en-
throned in thick darkness. On other occasions \ad,réHe made darkness His secret place; His pawvilio
round about Him was dark waters and thick cloudthefskies.” But now on Tabor, where God bears
peaceful witness to His well-beloved Son, He vEiisiself in brightness significant of His good pleas
ure towards the sons of men.

There were but three who saw this glory of the $figmration,and heard the Father’s voice. Such
signs are not for unholy eyes and ears. There sdfeient to bear complete witness, for “the testt
ny of two men is true,” and “in the mouth of twotbree witnesses the whole shall be establishéds” |
not necessary that you and | therefore shouldseé&ansfigured Savior. The fact of the transfigjora
is quite as sure as if we did see it, for three s@m it of whose truthfulness we have no questiois.
not necessary that these ears should hear théragte®rds of the divine Father, for those threestles
heard Him speak, and they bore witness thereohbly honest lives and martyr deaths. We know that
their witness is true, and to us today there isfasolute certainty of belief that the Lord God Adimty
did with an audible voice declare Jesus of Nazaeetie His Son, in whom He is well pleased. The tes
timony of honest men is all that we can have alboogt things, and we are accustomed to accept it and
act thereon. In this case we may be as sure as lifad been there ourselves, and had seen and heard.

It is a very instructive fact thabe utterance of God out of the cloud was madefupoods out of
Scripture.We are told, “If any man speaks, let Him speakhasdracles of God.” And what honor has
the Father put upon Holy Scripture here! He did dtttger three brief sentences and each of them might
be called a quote. The Lord God is the masterrgfuage, for He is the creator of tongues. He neéd n
therefore, confine Himself to language used by petp and seers in the volume of inspiration. And be
cause He did so in this instance we conclude tlainténded to put special honor upon the words of
Scripture. The occasion was most august, yet nerbebrds are needed by the Lord Himself concern-
ing His own Son than those recorded in former agebe pages of Holy Writ. First the Father said,
“This is My beloved Son.” Turn to Psalm 2:7 andréhgou read, “You are My Son.” Then the Father
said, “In whom | am well pleased.” Look at Isaiakt¥4and there you will read of our Lord that He is
called, “My elect, in whom My soul delights.” Thigssage is quoted in Matthew 12:18 in a rather dif
ferent form—“In whom My soul is well pleased,” theBowing how nearly the words agree in all re-
spects. Then comes the last word, “Hear Him,” whsch repetition of Deuteronomy 18:15, where Mo-
ses says, “The Lord your God will raise up unto goRrophet from the midst of you, of your brethren,
like unto me; unto Him you shall listen.” Or as @@ten puts it, “Him shall you hear.” The words of Mo
ses are as much imperative as prophetic, and ootitaisense—"hear Him.” So that this voice of the
Lord utters three Bible phrases, and surely ifltbed speaks in the language of Scripture, how much
more should His servants? We preach best when gacpthe Word of GodWe may be confident in
what we say when we preach the truth in the worldislwthe Holy Spirit teaches, and endeavor to con-
vey the mind of the Holy Spirit in His own worddake it that the Scripturalness of the divine e#s is
noteworthy and full of instruction.

Coming to the words themselves, the Father §&lls is My beloved Son.*This.” As if He called
their attention away from Moses and Elijah and sdidis is He of whom | speak to you. He is above
the law and the prophets, He is My Son.” There avgsiestion among the Jews who the Messiah would
be, they believed in the Messiah, but they didkmatw when He would come, nor where, nor how, and
therefore when He did come, they made a mistakearassed Him. Here the great Father points to Jesus
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of Nazareth, who is the son of Mary as to His flesid He saysThis is My beloved Son.” It is a word

of demonstration and distinction, by which He malksus out from all others as His own nearest and
dearest one. By this He also points Him out asdopnesent then and there, not as yet to come,sut a
actually with them, their Master and fried@his is My beloved Son.” It is not a finger pointingtian
history, but a hand laid upon the true Messiah, wheery flesh and blood, stood before them, of mho
they afterwards said, “We were eyewitnesses ofnkligesty. For He received from God the Father hon-
or and glory, when there came such a voice to Homfthe excellent glory, ‘This is My beloved Som, i
whom | am well pleased.” And this voice which cafren heaven we heard, when we were with Him
in the holy mount.” In this very place, upon thigbbr, Jesus stood among them, and the Father gointe
Him out, saying;This is My beloved Son.” They could make no mistake tehar about the person, the
word of the Lord so distinctly pointed Him out.

While it thus pointed Him out personally as beprgsent, it separated Him from all others, and set
Him apart by Himself as the sole and only dfiéhis is My beloved Son,” and no one else may claim
that title. Truly, other sons are the Lord’s by ptiion and regeneration, but none are such in theesim
which the Lord said;This is My beloved Son.” Beyond all others and in acgdesense He is, “the on-
ly-begotten Son.” “Unto which of the angels saidaieny time, You are My son, this day have | begot
ten you?” We do not understand, we cannot undeatsthe doctrine of the eternal filial of the Son of
God. | suppose it to be well-nigh profane to endedw look into that sublime mystery, a holy detiga
forbids, and besides, the glory is too bright. \Weklthe eyes which could perceive anything in saich
blaze of light. This, however, we may observe, ngntbat Jesus is not the Son of God so that tea id
exactly tallies with sonship among men, for He asequal and co-eternal with the Father, and He is
Himself called, “The Mighty God, The Everlastingtker.” He is not of fewer years than the Father, fo
“in the beginning was the Word.” Concerning thisttmawe may sing—

“Your generation who can tell,

Or count the number of Your years?”
Yet doubtless sonship is the nearest approachetgrétat mystery which could be found among human
similitude, and the word, “Son,” is the nearestadigs$ion that could be given in human language. d¢en
the Father, looking at Jesus and at none otheddé®siim, says of Him, and of Him only, “This is My
beloved Son.” He says, “I proceeded forth and chora God.” He is, “the only-begotten Son,” which
is in the bosom of the Father. Oh, dear friendsy tv@ ought to fix our gaze upon Jesus! His is atmos
singular personality, the wonder of wonders, forigi&on of God as truly as He is Son of man. Verily
He is man and we err not when we think so of Hon He both suffered and died. Yet verily He is God,
for He lives forever and ever and upholds all tkibg the word of His power.

“This is My Son.” Moses and Elijah were His servants—only Jesushig$on By His being thus
calledSonwe are taught that Jesus is of the same natue®as-is indeed God. A man is the father of a
man; a man is not the father of that which he makiés his own hands, such as a statue or a painting
But a man is the father of another who is of thmesaature as himself, and the Lord Jesus Christ is
the same nature as God in all respects—a true BunlLord Jesus Christ is equal in nature to the Fa-
ther, and therefore He counts it not robbery teedpeal with God, and He receives the same honor and
worship as the Father, as says the Scripture, &hamhen should honor the Son even as they horeor th
Father. He that honors not the Son honors not alieeF which has sent Him.”

A son bears the likeness of his father, and adfutiee Lord Jesus is described as “the brightoéss
His Father’s glory and the express image of His@es’ so that He said Himself, “He that has seen Me
has seen the Father.” “He is the image of the ib<God.” In Him is the Godhead better seen thman i
all the works of creation.

Not only is there a likeness between them, buktigea perpetual union, “I and My Father are one.”
“I am in the Father,” said Christ, “and the Fatiein Me.” This leads to continual communion with
each other, and a participation in plans and dssififhe Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He
sees the Father do: for what things soever He dbhese also does the Son, likewise. For the Father
loves the Son and shows Him all things that He dddse Lord Jesus was forever in the bosom of the
Father, and He says, “All things are delivered iwwof My Father: and no man knows the Son, but the
Father; neither knows any man the Father, sav8dme and He to whomever the Son will reveal Him.”
It was with the Son of God that the Father tooknsal when He said, “Let us make man in our own im-
age, after our likeness.” Our Lord knows and revé¢laé inmost heart of the Father. Yes, the being an
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essence of God, unknown to all besides, are with, fbr He Himself is “God over all, blessed forever

Amen.” Let us never, brethren, think of the Lordue without the lowliest reverence of Him as very
God of very God, co-equal, co-eternal with the EathVhile we call Him Master and Lord, let us take
care that we render unto Him the glory which is do® His name. There must be no trifling with Him,

or with the things which He speaks, for He is Lofdall, and to Him every knee shall bow, and every
tongue shall confess that He is Lord to the gldrégod the Father.

For a minute let me dwell upon this declaratiofhis is My Son.” Does it not teach us the great
love of God to us guilty creatures? “He sparedHiistown Son.” You perceive the love of Abraham to
God when he is ready to offer up Isaac at the lsohiklding. Remember the words, “Take now your
son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and dffan for a burnt offering.” This is just what the
great Father did for us. And yet we were His enspliging in alienation and in open rebellion agdin
Him. Hear O heavens, and wonder, O earth! He spaose#lis own Son, but freely delivered Him up for
us all' “Herein is love, not that we loved God, thet God loved us, and sent His Son to be theittaop
tion for our sins.” What gratitude this should de2aNVhat devotion it should bring! “This is My S&n.
When you see Jesus on Tabor or on Calvary, yowseegiving Himself to us, that we might not per-
ish, but have everlasting life.

Does the Father say, “This is My Son”? What a &atfiis must be! How confidently may you and |
trust Him! If the Lord Jesus Christ is no commomsp@, but nothing less than God Himself, who shall
doubt His power to save! If He is God’s only-begatSon, how safely we may trust our souls’ affairs
His almighty hands! He is, indeed, “a Savior, argteat one!” “It pleased the Father that in Himwdo
all fullness dwell.” What an Intercessor we have!dar to Him with whom He pleads, for He is His
beloved Son! What a sacrifice we have that may rcall@ur sin, for “He gave Himself for us, an affe
ing and a sacrifice to God, for a sweet smellingpsd However black our sin, and however deep our
despair, we may readily rise out of it and say, rijethere is salvation here!” If the Son of Godsh
made His own person the price of our redemptiosn thve are indeed redeemed, and none can hold us
in bondage.

One thing more is worthy to be noted here. If Hagher says, “This is My Son,” observe the gra-
ciousness of our adoption! With such a Son, thelllead no need of children. He did not make us His
children because He needed sons and daughteredaiide we needed a Father. The infinite heareof th
Father was well filled by the love of the Only-b#&ga. There was enough in Jesus to satisfy thedbve
the divine Father, and yet He would not rest tél kad made Him “the firstborn among many brethren.”
Herein we ought to exceedingly admire the grac&ad. “Behold what manner of love the Father has
bestowed upon us that we should be called the gb@®d.” When a man is childless, and desires an
heir, it may be that he adopts a child to fill tecancy which exists in His house. But the heavE&aly
ther had no such need, for He says, “This is Mypwed Son.” Our adoption is, therefore, not for His
gain, but for ours. It is a matter of divine chgriarising out of the spontaneous love of God. Kisare
unto the Father evermore!

Do you remind me that | have left out one word® Hather said, “This is MgelovedSon.” | have
by no means forgotten it, for though | cannot spaak would upon that word, yet it is exceedingly
sweet in my ears. “This is MyelovedSon.” We none of us know how much beloved our Lisrdf the
Father. We love our children, we love them as oun souls, and we could not measure our affection
for them. But still we are finite and so are ouildrien, and the finite to the finite yields butiaife love.

But here is an Infinite Father with an Infinite S@md He loves Him infinitely. Why should He not@ H

is most near to Him, His own Son. Why should He?riae is in all things like onto Him in nature, dig-
nity, character, and glory. Why should He not? RHerin all things does His will. Jesus said, “And He
that sent Me is with Me: the Father has not left&fene; for | do always those things that pleasa.Hi

If we had such a son as God has in Jesus, thehautdslove him indeed, for there has been nothing i
the Son throughout eternity which is in the legspased to the Father's mind. These are wonderful
words of the man Christ Jesus—“Therefore does Miadtdove Me, because | lay down My life, that |
might take it again.” When Solomon speaks of wisdamich is but another name for our Lord Jesus,
he represents Him as saying, “The Lord possesseih ke beginning of His way, before His works of
old. | was set up from everlasting, from the begignor ever the earth was. When He gave to the sea
His decree, that the waters should not pass Histamdment: when He appointed the foundations of
the earth: then | was by Him, as one brought up Witm: and | was daily His delight, rejoicing alveay

4 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 29




Sermon #1727 The Voice from the Cloud and the Voidihe Beloved 5

before Him.” He has been in the bosom of the Fdtioan of old and when He left the bosom of the Fa-
ther it was to do His Father’'s will, and to be oleet to Him even unto death. His will and His Fathe
will are perfectly joined together in one spirihcatherefore we cannot fathom the depths of loviehvh
are indicated in these words which came from thtdfavho Himself is love. He, looking at His own
Son, says plainly, “This is My beloved Son.” Ohttiae might have grace to trust without wavering in
this glorious Son of God!

Permit me now to introduce to you the second efséntencesin whom | am well pleased.T have
heard it quoted, “With whom | am well pleased.” Tditeration cannot be tolerated; it robs the laggua
of half its sense. True, God is pleased with Chhst that is not all that He says here. He is ggdan
Him, which means not only that God is eternallyinitely pleased with Jesus Christ Himself, butttha
God Himself is reconciled and pleased as we viem ki His Son. | thought this over last night tilym
heart seemed ready to dance for joy, for | thoudfithen, however much | have displeased the Father,
my Lord Jesus, who stands for me, has pleased Hire than | have displeased Him. Mine is finite sin,
but His is infinite righteousness. If my sins haxexed the Lord God, yet Christ's righteousness has
pleased Him more. | cannot be more than finitegpbiasing to God, but Jesus is infinitely pleasmng
Him. And if He stands in my place and stead, thengieasure which the Father derives from His Son i
greater than the displeasure which He has evetdiehirds me.” My brethren, how displeased the great
God has been with men. He said that it repented tHahHe had made men upon the earth. That was a
striking expression which is used in Genesis 6li6gfieved Him at His heart.” He seemed to grow so
weary of man’s wanton wickedness that He was sbatyHe ever made beings capable of so much evil.
Yet He is so well content with His beloved Son, wias assumed our nature, that we read of Him, “The
Lord is well pleased for His righteousness’ sake:Will magnify the law and make it honorable” (Isa.
42:21). The Lord looks down upon those who are lmisT with an intense affection, and loves them
even as He loves the Son, for that is the meaningi® word, “In whom | am well pleased.” All who
are in Christ Jesus are pleasing to God. Yes, @dthrist looks with divine satisfaction upon albse
who trust His Son. He is not only pleased, Wwatl pleased. If you are pleased with Jesus, God &spte
with you. If you are in the Son, then you are ia Bather’'s good pleasure. Out of Christ there thing
but divine displeasure for you. Concerning you vaine out of Christ, it is written, “The Lord will ka
vengeance on His adversaries.” Who can stand befigrendignation? Who can abide the fierceness of
His anger? God cannot look on sin without hatregl sBlys of sinners, “My soul loathed them, and their
souls also abhorred Me.” There is no peace betweehristless soul and God, neither can there be. Bu
when a poor sinner by faith enters into Christptiech is the Father’s delight in Christ’'s perduat He
delights in all that are in Him. Jesus said, “Tlaheér Himself loves you.” God is pleased with every
hair of Christ's head. The meanest member of Chrigidy is delightful to the Father. If | am pledse
with a man, | am not angry with his foot or withygmart of him. So, then, if | am a member of Chrifst
| am joined to Him by a living, loving, lasting wm, then | am well pleasing to God, because Jesus i
well pleasing to Him. Indeed, the Scripture speatksll saints as one witGhrist They are so perfectly
joined to Him that they are one body with Him, &old has no hatred to some part of the body and love
to another part of it. Is Christ divided? It canbet The Father is well pleased with the entiretiogk
body for the sake of Jesus Christ its head. | Wighuld speak at length upon this, but I might wearu
upon this close and sultry day, when your spittytis willing but your flesh is weak. Oh, the chaof
this voice of God! Each word has a divine emphapan it. It is not the voice of man, but of the it
Himself. “This is My beloved Son, in whom | am wpleased.”

Consider, next, the third word, which isjear Him.” Listen to what He says; remember it careful-
ly; endeavor to understand it; heartily accept laelieve it; confidently trust in it and cheerfulbpey it.

All these precepts are wrapped up in the expres$iear Him,” as we could prove if there was time
available. “Hear Him,” it is as if the Father saifpu need not hear Moses any longer; hidan. You
need not listen to Elijah anymore; hear My Son.¢&fhare thousands of priests in the world who say,
“Hear us,” but the Father says, “Hddim.” Many voices clamor for our attention, new phildsies,
modern theologies, and old heresies revived, dllitcaus and entreat us to listen, but the Fatlagss
“Hear Him.” As if He said, “Hear Him and no one besides.” Darg man claim to be a successor of
Christ? The Father speaks of no succession, batusd“HeaHHim.” If Jesus were dead and His pro-
phetic office extinct, we might hear others, buicsi He lives, we hear the celestial voice rollitang

the ages and distinctly crying, “Heldim.” Beloved brethren, do not heae as though | spoke of my-
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self, for | have no more claim upon your attentiban any other man. | speak faultily, for | know bu

part and prophesy in part. So far as | speak my o, | speak in vanity. But if | speak the woufs
Christ, and the truth which the Spirit of God hesealed, then it is no longer | that speak, butisthr
Himself that speaks, and then you are bound byitire from the Father, which says, “Hedim.” Oh,

to be content with hearing Christ, and letting oth@ces go away into eternal silence. Is He G&ba?
Then “hear Him.” Is He God’s beloved Son? Then thidan.” Is the Father well pleased with Him?
Then “hear Him.” Is the Father well pleased in Hamd with you in Him? Then “hear Him.” What less
can you do? Ought you not to do this always, arttl ®li your might? Peter, you need not build tHe ta
ernacles, the Father bids you hear Jesus, your. librsl better to hear Christ, that is, to belidves
teaching and obey it, than it would be to buildhealrals for Him, much more such frail tents as Pete
intended. Peter, you need not cumber yourself mitich serving, and play the Martha, you will do bet-
ter if you sit at His feet with Mary arftkar Him. The highest honor we can render to Christ psophet

is to hear Him, trusting Him in His promises anewig Him in His precepts. Jesus came on purpose to
teach, and we are in our best position for adanattben we lend Him our ears and hearts, and are de-
termined to believe what He says, and to do whatdtemands.

“This is My beloved Son; hear Him.” It does seamte as if the great Father sdid,have spoken
to you once, with My own voice, and | see you tgdbn your faces with fear. Evidently you cannotrbea
My immediate presence. | see your faces white Wwight; you lie prone upon the ground, stiff with
dismay: | will speak no more directly from Myselfhave made My beloved Son your Mediator; hear
Him.” The Psalmist David said, “The voice of the Lorghasverful; the voice of the Lord is full of maj-
esty. The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderndss;Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.” Is it no
gracious on His part that He should no more speitk ws Himself, but reveal Himself by His Son,
whose name is;The Word of God"?Remember what Israel said at Sinai to Moses, \yibiedl media-
tor, “Speak with us and we will hear; but let naddsspeak with us, lest we die.” To this the Lord re
plied to Moses, “They have well said all that theywe spoken.” The Lord recognized at once the need
of a mediator, and He finds us one in the persam®iWell-beloved as He says, “Hddm.” It is like
Pharaoh saying to those who came for corn, “Gamsegh.” This day God says to men, “Come not to
Me at first, go to My Son. No man comes to the Bathut by Jesus Christ His Son. | will not speatawi
you, for you are but dust and ashes, and you wbeldverwhelmed by the thunder of My voice. Hear
HIM.” Blessed ordinance of that gracious One whows our frame and remembers that we are dust!
He has spoken to us by His Son. Let us inclineesaurand come to Him. Let us hear that our soul may
live.

This links the first part of my discourse to theeend, upon which | will speak as briefly as | can,
though the subject might well demand a full sermon.

Il. Secondly, LET US HEAR THE VOICE OF JESUS. The Fattienself has sent us to Jesus, and
unto Jesus let us go.

“When the disciples heard it, they fell on theacé, and were sore afraid. And Jesus came and
touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afrdiear friends, | think you will be cured of desiring
miracles, and of wishing to hear voices from Gégpu well consider the effect of the divine vouge-
on these favored apostles. You could not bear ithieedvoice any better than they could, if indead,
well. 1 hope that you will now be content with whthe Father recommends to you, namely, that you
hear His beloved Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Thetig® one would have thought, needed not to have
been afraid, for they were holy men, engaged irbtst possible business, and in the company aof thei
Lord who was their protector and friend. And yettsis the amazing power of the glory of God upon
the human mind that they fell on their faces. Ss wavith Job, and Daniel, and Isaiah, and Habakkuk
and all such holy men. The presence of the Lorgdfilthem with fear, and trembling and self-
abhorrence.

See how Jesus acts to His three disciples. Wetrhege thought that they would have hastened to
their Lord. Why didn’t they? Why didn’t they cry bto Him, “Master, we perish”? Why didn’t Peter
say, as he did on another occasion, “If it is Yo, me come unto You’? No, they are overpowered,
bewildered, confused, the glory of the Lord had kliem on their faces as dead, and they are terribl
frightened. Then the incarnate God, their Lord get their brother, interposes His sacred ministry.
First, He comes to thenWycliffe’s version puts it, “He came near.” Hepapached them, for any dis-
tance is painful when a heart is afraid. Jesus aasae to the frightened three. This is the beatiyuo
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Lord Jesus Christ, that He comes so near to us,tpmabled ones, when we are overwhelmed with the
glory of God and our own sense of sin. “The mamnear of kin unto us: one of our next kinsmen.” God,
the glorious, must always seem to be far off asutoweakness, however near He comes to us in conde-
scending grace. He is in heaven and we upon ddghs the Creator and we are the creatures of an
hour. The Lord Jesus comes so very near to us bedde bears our nature, and is bone of our bone and
flesh of our flesh. We may be familiar with Him,daget incur no censure. Little children climbed on
His knee, and He said, “Suffer the little childiencome unto Me.” We feel that we may come where
children are welcomed. Yes, we rejoice that whercarenot come to Him, our Lord Jesus comes to us,
and when our weakness makes us fall upon the grddmdtoops over us to help us up. His sympathy
makes Him quick to draw near, and calm our troullleshsts. When a child falls, how fast the mother
runs to set it on its feet again. Yet she is noamorhaste than Jesus, who leaves not His owmtaire
long in their distress. He draws very near to Hisrp fainting, swooning disciples. He will not leav
them comfortless. He will come unto them. He isghme Christ at this hour as in the days of Hishfle
He is still in the habit of visiting His people andanifesting Himself to them as He does not to the
world. Brothers and sisters, do not ask for evigesuty more. Do not begin searching books to fintd ou
arguments and reasons. Ask Jesus to come to ysiprelsence will stand in the place of all reasgning
and be better by far. Communion with Christ supptlee soul with irresistible arguments as to His be
ing, His love, His power, His Godhead. Actual nessto Him clothes the mind with a coat of mail
which wards off every arrow of unbelief. Let Chresime to us, and questions and doubts are heard no
more. Quibblings are nailed to His cross, insiraraifall dead at His feet. This assurance workanin
infinitely better manner than if out of yon blaclowd, God Himself were to speak to us in thunder-
tones.

When Jesus came, the next thing He did Wastouched thenThis is to me most precious. As they
lie there all fainting, He touches Peter, and t@schames, and touches John, just as in later days w
read, “He laid His right hand upon me, saying umte, Fear not.” That was His way of healing those
diseased with leprosy. He touched the blind mangawt him sight, and the dead maiden was thus re-
vived. Oh, the power of His touch! One touch ofu¥esaves us. What will not His touch of us do? We
are so much made up of feeling, after all, thatwaat to know that the Lord really feels for us, and
enter so tenderly into our case as to touch ust fDi@h reassures our fainting hearts, and we kowaw
Lord to be Emanuel, God with us. Sympathy! Thithis meaning of that human touch of a hand which
is nevertheless divine. Oh, how sweetly Christ toashed us by being a partaker in all that is human
He touched us everywhere, in poverty, for He hadwieere to lay His head, in thirst, for He sat bg t
well and said, “Give Me to drink.” In anguish, fele was betrayed by His friend. He has touched us in
depression of spirit, for He cried, “My soul is erdingly sorrowful even unto death.” He is touched
with a feeling of our infirmities, “for He was tergal in all points like as we are.” An absolute Glogs
not seem to touch us with a feeling as of a manpiles us as a father pities His children, yethis He
is above us and our fears prevent our reachin@ ufirh. For tenderest sympathy in adversity a bnothe
must be born, and Jesus is that brother. We atefra sinful, and Jesus touches us in both respémt
He has taken our flesh and carried away our sieswks “numbered with the transgressors,” thus He
touched transgressors, and He became frail evere ase, until at last, He said, “I am a worm, and n
man,” thus He touched our infirmities. Dear friendsthing so cheers the heart as the divine todich o
Christ, for if you have felt it you will bear witse that contact with His wondrous person is likke li
from the dead. Virtue comes out of Christ to us nvhs garment’s hem and our finger meet. The con-
tact of grace on His part and faith on our pamdpiinto us strength, light, joy, and everythingeethat
is laid up in Jesus to meet our wants. The hankésiis is laid upon us, and in the strength whigtvés
a man might dash through hell and climb to heatamna said, “I was strengthened as the hand of the
Lord my God was upon me.” Touched with the almigButfferer's sacred sympathy, we glory in tribu-
lation and triumph in death. Is not this more difex evidence of the truth of the gospel and of the
commission of Christ than if the Lord God shouldiagspeak out of a cloud? To feel the wondrous
power of Christ strengthening our hearts, surdly ghthe most certain witness.

Next time you read of the Red Sea, and of God/glofig it for His people, and drowning Pharaoh in
the deep waters, do not say to yourself, “I wistadl been there!” but pray God to make a way for you
through your troubles, to dry up the Red Sea of wius, and lead you into Canaan. Pardoned sin will
make you rejoice in Him. It must have been a fieendnstration of God’s glorious majesty when He
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sent a thick darkness over all the land, even de&nhat might be felt. For my part, | count it area
to-be desired demonstration of the power of GodnaHe took away my thick darkness and brought me
into His marvelous light. When He turned all theteva of Egypt into blood, so that they loathed kkin
ing of the river, it was a sure proof that God wlasre. But to my soul it was a more assuring proof
when He turned my water into wine, and made mynangi life to become like the life of those in heav-
en by His sovereign grace. He has raised us upheg&om the depths of our natural ruin, and masle
sit together in the heavenly places—is not thigrast a proof of His power and Godhead as when He
raised up Israel from the brick-kilns, and set people free? It was a sure proof of God’s being in
Egypt when He called for the frogs, and they caewven into the king’'s chambers. But what a proof of
His being with us is given to our mind when the d.aweeps out of our soul all the frogs of fear that
used to croak within us, even in the king’s chamlwérdevotion and communion. We could not worship
God for their croaking, but everywhere we were lddfand disturbed with doubts and fears, but when
Jesus comes and clears them all away, it is aikmpifoof and more effectual to the heart thancath
sand plagues could be. So there were two actionShoistly sympathy—Jesus came near, and He
touched them.

But always the great thing with Jesus is His wokie-spoke to thenHe is the Word and as the
Word He proves His Godhead. “Where the word of rgkis, there is power.” Jesus, after He had
touched them, said, “Arise, be not afraid.” Presiaords! “Arise, be not afraid.” When the word ef J
sus Christ comes with power to our discouragedss@uld we are made strong in confidence, then we
are persuaded of the truth of the gospel. Whenre/eligabled from the divine service through fead a
Jesus renews our strength by saying, “Arise,” s We are able to work again, then do we beliewk an
are sure. “The joy of the Lord is our strength.” &bver the blessed Comforter reveals Christ taus s
that we are cheered and made glad in the midstiofribulations, then we need not ask for signs and
wonders, or for voices speaking out of the clotits Enough; the truth is sealed in our conscieritks
voice of Christ is far better than all other masi&ions, for it does not leave us swooning witr féut
sends us out to fight the battles of the Lord.

This is the sum of what | have spoken to you. Ask for signs and wonders which God will not
give. But, “Hear Him.” Listen to Jesus by faith aymlr personal experience of His presence shaib be
you all that you need by way of assurance. LiveCbnist, live in Christ, live with Christ, and théhall
be better to you than visions or bright clouds¢@lestial voices, or all supposable evidences. 3l
make your spirit leap and your heart rejoice,thi day breaks and the shadows flee away, ande®u s
God even the Father, face to face in glory. Maydgteee of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you always.
Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—MATTHEW 17 :1-9,
2 PETER 1:10-21.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—251, 292, 289.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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