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“Be you therefore followers of God, as dear chilaré
Ephesians 5:1.

WE shall read the text as it should more propedyranslated, “Be you therefore imitators of God,
as beloved children.” Upon the wdlichitate” our discourse will hinge.

The division into chapters is often most unfortenand in this case it causes a break in a passage
which in its sense, is one and indivisible. The gf®whad said, “Be you kind one to another, tender-
hearted, forgiving one another, even as God fois€airsake has forgiven you. Be ythereforeimita-
tors of God, as dear children.” He has forgiven,ytberefore imitate Him. It is a pity to have diedtl
the argument from the conclusion.

Here, while your minds are fresh, let me remind yloat this is Hospital Sunday. And let me add
that my text is an argument, and a powerful oneh&lping those houses of mercy. Your Lord would
have you be kind one to another, and tenderhedstédpow can we be kind and tenderhearted if the
sick poor are not cared for? When all the machirery all the medical skill are waiting to relievest
suffering poor, it is a crying shame that bedsasgitals should be unused because of lack of furels.
this is sadly the case, and several of those girestdutions are running into debt. We may oursglve
have no surgical skill, or nursing art, but we eaich give of our substance to aid those whose #ives
consecrated to the Christ-like work of healing. ¥&anot be kind and tenderhearted unless we give ac-
cording to our ability to such noble institutions @ur hospitals. Preachers generally put the agijic
at the end of a discourse, but on these warm daysaxe apt to grow tired, and therefore, | putdpe
plication at the beginning, that you may not gigenfly and scantily when the sermon is over. Altso
of religionists are contributing to the common fuamd we must not be lacking, when the box comes
round, “be you imitators of God, as dear childran,the largeness of your liberality and the fresnef
your gifts.

The apostle urges us to give and forgive. If yoiimitators of God, give, for He is always giving.
Give, for if He were not to give, our lives wouldce Give, for He gives unto all men liberally angt u
braids not, and every good gift and every perféttigfrom above. Be you imitators of God, the eon
stant, generous Giver, who spared not His own $banks be to His name for that unspeakable gift!
Then comes that which to most men is a harder tagkywhich to a Christian man is a delight—I mean
to forgive. God for Christ’'s sake has forgiven Hs. has blotted out our transgressions like a cland,
cast our sins into the depth of the sea, plundmegtinto oblivion. Therefore let us forgive mosdty
all who have done us wrong, so that when we bowkoae, we may say without hypocrisy, “Forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those that trespasssags.” Let giving and forgiving be two promiten
features of our lives as Christians—qgiving to tleedy and forgiving the guilty. Giving to such ak aé
us and forgiving such as offend us. By these tviragthlet us show that we walk in love as Chrisbals
has loved us. He has given Himself for us and thinddis precious blood we are forgiven our iniqugtie
Let us, therefore, blend giving and forgiving irdioe God-like life, imitating our God. This is oua+
ther's commandment, let it be our delight.

|. With this as a preface, let us now come closethéotext, and let us CONSIDER THE PRECEPT
here laid down—"Be you imitators of God, as dealdrhn.”

| note upon this precept, first, thiatcalls us to practical dutyMany precepts of the Word of God
are thought by men of the world to be unpractibat, even in those instances they are in errorfher
result and outcome of such precepts produce theigaiholiness which all professes to desire.his t
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instance there can be no argument at the toowsgirisentimental, or speculative character of éx. t
There can be no question as to the eminently jpedatharacter of the exhortation—"Be you imitators
of God, as dear children,” for it points to actieontinued action of the best kifi@e you imitators™—
that is, do not only meditate upon God and thirgt frou have done enough, but go on to copy what you
study. Meditation is a happy, holy, profitable egpgment, and it will instruct you, strengthen yooime

fort you, inspire your heart, and make your soehdtast. But you may not stop at meditation. Yosimu
go on to imitation of the character of God. Let ygpiritual life not only bud and blossom in devout
thought, but let it bring forth fruit in holy actio Be not satisfied with feeding the soul by metta

but rise up from the banquet and use the strengiibhawyou have gained. Sitting at the feet of Jesus
must be succeeded by following in the footstep3esis.

Neither does the text say to us, “Be you admioéiGod.” This we ought to be and shall be if we are
true Christians. The pure in heart that alone caly see God, are filled with a reverent admiratain
Him. With the angels, every gracious heart exclaith®ly, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts.” “There is
none holy as the Lord” (Sam. 2:2). When the besheh are compared with the Lord, their holiness is
not to be mentioned. “Who is like unto You, O Ggthrious in holiness?” But we cannot rest satisfied
with rendering such admiration. We must prove thatreally admire by closely imitating. The world’s
proverb is that “imitation is the sincerest formflafttery.” | shall alter it, and adapt it to a he&y use.
“Imitation of God is the sincerest form of admirikym.” Neither can we believe that you know God,
and are at all charmed with His holiness, unlessgmdeavor, as He shall help you, to imitate Him as
dear children.

Neither does the text stop at adoration, thougtt i a sublime height. Adoration springs out of
meditation and admiration, and is a very high aoble exercise of the mind. Perhaps we rise to the
highest possible service of God on earth when weaatoring Him. This is the engagement of saints an
angels before His throne, and never are we neasem than when we follow the same occupation here
below. Beloved, let your whole lives be adoratibiot only on Sabbaths, and at certain hours, and in
your assemblies, but everywhere adore by good wegkmanner of worship which is as real and ac-
ceptable as the most reverent public service. Rdraethat “to obey is better than sacrifice”—hobyli
ing outshines all other solemnities. To love istimre. To obey is to praise. To act is to worshipou
are imitators of God as dear children, your adoratvill be proved to be sincere. Worship unattended
by imitation is insincere. True adoration dwelld mowords only, but as it comes from the heartjtso
affects the entire nature and shows itself in thigydbehavior. Let us spread our adoration ovettad
day, till from the moment when we open our eydsud close them again at night, we shall be prattic
ly worshipping the Lord by reverencing His law, igating in His commandments, and imitating His
character. It is clear that the precept beforeswsminently practical. You, who boast in being sprdc-
tical men, give heed to this!

Next, this precept treats us as childreineats us as what we are. And if we are lowly eéart, we
shall be thankful that it is worded as it is. Somen are very high and mighty. Measured by their own
rod they are great men, and therefore, they mustrigeal, and strike out a path for themselvesuYo
are not commanded to do anything of the kind. Tdté s laid down for you—"Be you imitators.” This
is a similar doctrine to that which we teach théddehn at school. You, my boy, are not to inversya-
tem of writing, yours is a much easier task, keegdur copy, imitate every letter, yes, every tan
twist of your master’'s hand. Scholars can onlyrelay imitation and we are all scholars. It may be
something to aspire to be the head of a schoohimitipng, but the first thing for the young artistdo is
to copy. He who cannot copy cannot originate, ddpgpoon that. | have heard great outcries about
young preachers imitating, but | would suggest, timatheir early efforts, this is not blamewortiWhat
more natural than that Timothy should at first becminfluenced by Paul’'s manner of speech? How
could a man become an artist if he did not attastsélf to some school of painting, and sit undeeg
tain master? He may be of the French school, oft#tien school, or the Flemish school, but he must
begin as a follower even if he grows up to be @deaWhen he has been well trained, and has done
much work, he may outgrow his master and becomarigimal, but he must begin as a careful copyist.
Here you are invited to become imitators, but thestdr is such a one, that you will never be able to
learn all that He can teach, and so strike outteebpath. Though you are immortal, yet throughout
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eternity you will never advance beyond your moéti,it is written, “Be you imitators of God.” Liste

to me, you aspiring minds, if you must be origirihé most wonderful originality in this world woulx

for a man’s character to be a precise copy of biagacter of God. In you there would be novelty etle
for you would be like Him whose name is called, “Nderful.” When our Lord Jesus exhibited on earth
the character of God, His life was so original ttteg world knew Him not. They were puzzled and
amazed at the sight of One who was so like untd-#iker. His life struck men as being the mostising
lar thing they had ever seen. And if we are cloggyists of God, our characters will also standiaut
relief, and we shall, each one, be “a wonder ureaoyi You see it is a humbling exhortation which on
ly men of childlike spirit are likely to regard. ¥ély does the Scripture address it only to such—“Be
you therefore imitators of God, as dear childrdhyou are not His children you cannot imitate Him,
and you will not even desire to do so.

Observe, next, that while it thus humblesthgs precept ennobles u®r what a grand thing it is to
be imitators of God! It is an honor to be the l@sti follower of such a leader. Time has been when m
gloried in studying Homer, and their lives werdrteal to heroism by his martial verse. Alexander car
ried the lliad about with him in a casket studddathyewels, and his military life greatly sprungtaaf
his imitation of the warriors of Greece and Trowr®is a nobler ambition by far than that which de-
lights in battles. We desire to imitate the Gogeace, whose name is love. In later ages, whenb@en
gan to be a less savage race, and contests ofnhaugge carried on by the more educated class of
minds, thousands of men gloried in being disciplethe mighty Stagyrite, the renowned Aristotle. He
reigned supreme over the thoughts of men for cestuand students slavishly followed him till a@jre
er arose, and set free the human mind by a moeepinilosophy. To this day, however, our cultured
men remain copyists, and you can see a fashiohiiosophy as well as in clothes. Some of theseaimit
tions are so childish as to be deplorable. It idvapor to imitate a poor example. But, oh, beloves,
who seeks to imitate God has a noble enterpriseréddiim. He shall rise as on eagle’s wings. We are
copying infinite goodness. We seek after moral gtibn. We are to be “blameless and harmless, the
sons of God without rebuke.” But as God is infilyitaore than that, so are we to rise above mere-inn
cence into actual holiness. To refrain from evihdd enough. We must be filled with all goodnesshey
Spirit of God. Is not this a mark worth aiming dtRlge you what that grace must be which is to rase
to this height! O angels, what happier task cowddldd beforeyou? What higher ambition cagou
know? God’s only-begotten Son, who is this day Lofdll, wears His Father’'s s image in His glory,
even as on earth He was such a copy of God thabtld truly say, “He that has seen Me has seen the
Father.” “I do always,” said He, “the things thag¢gse Him.” The perfect Son of God is as His Faier
holiness. You see your calling, brethren, to a tptgce in the rank of intelligences you are bich$
cend, by God Himself. In this respect take youtsaathe highest room. Imitate, but note well that
do not select an imperfect example, “Be you imitataf God, as dear children.”

While it ennobles ughis precept tests gstests us in many points. “Be you imitators of Gdkhis
tests our knowledge. A man cannot imitate that tviie has never seen. He who does not know God
cannot possibly imitate Him. Do you know God, mytex? Have you turned unto Him with repent-
ance? Have you ever spoken with Him in prayer? Havehad fellowship with Him in Christ? Can you
say, “I have set the Lord always before me”? Yonncd possibly follow a copy unless you fix your
eyes upon that copy, and have some intelligent keniye of what it is. We must have a spiritual idéa
God or we cannot imitate Him, therefore the neethefHoly Spirit. How can we know the Lord unless
the Spirit reveals Him in us?

What is more, this precept tests our love. If oxel God, love will impel us to imitate Him. But we
shall not do so from any other force. We readilpvgsomewhat like that which we love. In marriee |if
persons who have truly loved, though they may begth great dissimilarity, will gradually be con-
formed to one another in the process of years.ngke is the natural product of love, and so if mubyt
love God, we shall by very force of that love thghwHis blessed Spirit grow more and more like He is
If we do not love the Lord, we shall not follow Hifout if we truly love Him, we shall say with Dayid
“My soul follows hard after You; Your right hand lhigpids me.”

Our text does even more than this, it tests owgesity. If a man is not really a Christian, helwake
no care about his life. But in the matter of clospying, a man must be careful. A watchful carenis
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plied in the idea of imitation. You cannot copy @dment without being intent to read and mark each
word. If | sit down to write an article out of myva mind, | have nothing to do but to make my own
track, and there is my work, such as it is. Buthave to copy from a book, then | must necessardk

to each line, and | must read it over attentivédy,otherwise | may misrepresent the writer whase |
guage | transcribe. In copying from nature, howefidrthe artist has to be at every touch, or hé fail

in his picture. If a sculptor is producing a repliof an ancient statue, he must keep his eyes ampeén
follow every line and mark. My friend, you cannatiiate God if you are one of that sort of Chrissian
who are habitually in a condition between slee@nd waking, with one eye a little open and the othe
closed. Such men live a slovenly life and attempor of happy-go-lucky religion, which may be righ
or which may be wrong, but its character they canely for they run with their neighbors, and neve
examine for themselves. Such people live at randomd,never take a day’s life at night and exantine i
to see its faults. Thus sin grows upon them likedgein a sluggard’s garden. Such persons, playing a
hit or miss with holiness, are sure to come shbit. But he that is in earnest will give his prafys
thought and anxious desire to it, that he may begomvery deed a successful imitator of God. Hé wi
also call in the aid of the Holy Spirit, and thueslbd into holiness.

Moreover, the precept tests us as to our spirdthér it is of the law or of the gospel. “Be youtan
tors of God, as dear children,” not as slaves migiitate their master—unwillingly, dreading the cka
of his whip, but loving, willing imitators, such akildren are. You do not urge your children totate
you. They do this even in their games. See hovbthyerides his wooden horse, and the girl imitates h
nurse. You see the minister’s little boy tryingpi@ach like his father, and you all remember tlotupe
of the young girl with a Bible in front of her armoth ancient pair of spectacles upon her nose, saying
“Now I'm Grandmamma.” They copy us by force of rmatuthey cannot help it. Such will be the holi-
ness of the genuine Christian. He is born from abawnd therefore he lives above. His imitation otlG
springs out of his relationship to God. Holinessstnoe spontaneous, or it is spurious. We cannot be
driven to holiness like a bullock to his plowingewhust delight in the law of God after the inwardmm
“Be you imitators of God, as dear children,” be@ysu do not wish for anything better than to ke li
your Father, and have no ambition in the world #miroaches your aspiration to be holy even asi§sod
holy, according to that word, “Be you perfect enyour Father which is in heaven is perfect.” Have
you that filial spirit? Have you a burning loveholiness? Or is sin your delight and God’s servea-
riness? Where your pleasure is, there is your hiéamu love evil you are not the children of Gatall,
and cannot imitate Him nor render to Him any acalelat service whatever. The Lord make us to be imi-
tators of Him, even as children from a natural gy their parents.

While it tests usthis precept greatly aids u# is a fine thing for a man to know what he baslo,
for then he is led in a plain path because of hesrd@es. What a help it is to have a clear chad,atrue
compass! We have only to ask— “What would our habvE&ather do in such a case?” and our course
is clear. As far as we are capable of imitatingltbed, our pathway is plain. We cannot imitate Giod
His power, or omnipresence, or omniscience, cedfidis attributes are incommunicable, and of them
we may say—they are high and we cannot attain énthiBut these are not intended in the precept.
Creatures cannot imitate their Creator in His davattributes, but children may copy their FatheHis
moral attributes. By the aid of His divine Spirievgan copy our God in His justice, righteousnesh; h
ness, purity, truth, and faithfulness. We can Ineléehearted, kind, forbearing, merciful, forgiving.a
word, we may walk in love as Christ also has louedTo know what to do is a great aid to a holy. lif
This puts us into the light, while the poor heatlgempes in darkness, for his false gods are mansfer
vice which he may not dream of imitating.

Another blessing is that it backs us up in ouritpmg for if we do a thing because we are imitgtin
God, if any raise an objection, it does not troulde much less are we confounded. We did not expect
when we commenced a holy life, that everybody wapg@laud us, but we reckoned that they would
criticize us, and so, when their censure comesangesupported by the consideration that those who
blame the imitation find fault with the copy—if,deed, the imitation is well done. He who followsdso
minds not what the godless think of his way of.l#eclear conscience is our portion when we have in
all things endeavored to please God.
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I will leave my first head when | have made onerenobservationthis precept is greatly for our
usefulness-"Be you imitators of God, as dear children.” | dot know of anything which would make
us as useful to our fellow men as this would do.a\dre we sent into the world for? Is it not that w
may keep men in mind of God, whom they are mostoarsxto forget? If we are imitators of God, as
dear children, they will be compelled to rememltet there is a God, for they will see His character
reflected in ours. | have heard of an atheist wdid Be could get over every argument except thenexa
ple of his godly mother, he could never answer.tAaienuinely holy Christian is a beam of God’s-glo
ry and a testimony to the being and the goodne§xodf Men cannot forget that there is a God so long
as they see His servants among them, dressed livehng of holiness. We ought not only to be remind
ers for the careless, but teachers of the igndnaoiur walk and conversation. When they look using
down, and see how we live, they ought to be legrsmmething of God. Holy men are the world’s Bi-
bles, they read not the Testament, but they reatestimony.

Brethren, a close imitation of God would make mligion honorable. The ungodly might still hate
it, but they could not sneer at it. No, the moredid among unbelievers, perceiving our holineskeo
the result of our faith, could say nothing againsthe name of Christ would not be so evil spokéif
our lives were not so faulty. Holiness is true pheag, and preaching of the most successful kindatV
a support it is to the preacher when he has a peamplund him who are daily witnessing for God at
home and in business. If the pastor can turn tachisch and say, “See, here, what the doctrines of
grace can do! See in the lives of our church memimbiat the Spirit of God can produce,” then he will
have an unanswerable argument with which to silehsguters. Does not the Lord say, “You are My
witnesses?” Are we not detained in this world orppse that we may bear testimony to our Lord? How
can we bear forcible witness for Him unless ouediare pure? An unclean professor is a fountain of
skepticism and a hindrance to the gospel. To bauusae must be holy. If we would bless men as God
blesses them, we must live as God lives. Theref@e,you imitators of God, as dear children,” thus
much upon the precept.

Il. Secondly, I invite you, dear friends, as we ar@éelof God’s Spirit, to WEIGH THE ARGU-
MENT. The argument is this, “Be you imitators ofd;as dear children.”

First, as children It is the natural tendency of children to imitéeir parents, yet there are excep-
tions, for some children are the opposite of thainers, perhaps displaying the vices of a remobtest
tor. Absalom did not imitate David, nor was Rehahoa repetition of Solomon. In the case of God’s
children, it is a necessity that they should be tikeir Father, for it is a rule in spirituals thi&e begets
its like. Those who live wickedly are the childrehthe Wicked One. No proof is needed; you may take
it for granted life is the evidence of nature. Té@go live godly and righteously in Christ Jesieidv-
ing in Him, are God’s children, and though the gosih, yet they do not love sin, nor remain without
repenting of it. Holiness of life is the proof @fgeneration; neither can we accept any other. FByr t
fruits you shall know them,” is a rule of universgiplication. God’s childremustbe like Him. With all
their faults and failings, there must be aboutrthees as a whole, a likeness to God. The copy bay
blurred, but it is a copy. | say to any man herewlears the name of Christian and professes to be a
child of God, either be like your Father or give ygur name. You remember the old classic story of a
soldier in Alexander’'s army whose name was Alexanidet when the battle was raging he trembled?
Then Alexander said to him, “How can you bear thma of Alexander? Drop your cowardice, or drop
your name.” So | say to those who are unholy, wglémpure, unkind, and ungracious, be like God or
cease to bear the name of a child of God. What isetitere that you should aggravate your sin by pre
tending to a character which you do not possessikBeChrist, or be not called a Christian. Do ptay
the Judas unless you have a mind to be a secondfgmerdition.”

The argument, then, is that if we are childrenshieuld imitate our Father. But it is also said “as
dear children.” Read it aschildren beloved.” Is not this a tender but mighty argument? How tlyea
has God loved us in that He permits us to be Hidmmn at all? “Behold what manner of love the Faith
has bestowed upon us, that we should be callechildren of God.” A, “behold” is placed there, &t i
were a thing of wonder. Do you not wonder at iyour own case, that you should be called a child of
God? Behold the love which chose you when you wleg in trespasses and sins, and quickened you
into the life of God! Do you not remember the teXAs-many as received Him, to them gave He power
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to become the sons of God, even to them that lmebevHis name”™? What love was that which revealed
itself in your new birth and your adoption, giviggu the nature and the status of a child of Goa! Fu
thermore, since you have been a child, was thexesich kindness received by a child from a faéiser
you have received? Behold, He deals with you als sons. You could not wish for God to improve up-
on His dealings with you, since He acts towards g®tie uses to do unto those that love His name. Be
hold how He has borne with your ill manners! How tées put up with your mistakes, and your forget-
ting! How He has cared for you in all your careslpled you in all your difficulties, and pardonediuyia

all your sins! I do not know whatou have to say, my brothers and sisters, but tbhalsay, | am filled
with admiration at the love of God for me! | haveeh a child greatly beloved of his Father. His lave
me is wonderful. | am a deep debtor to His graae. you not the same? Then imitate your Father, for
the more the love of a child to his Father, theertis admiration of his Father, and the strongeder
sire is to be like Him in all things. Let it be wath you.

However, this wordas dear children,” bears yet another meaning. Children differ. A éatloves
all his children, but he cannot be said in all exdp to love them all alike, for some force himdee
them beyond the rest. You have one dear son whaméarest your heart. What a sweet child he is! You
have got another boy—he is your child, and you lowe, and do your best with him, but he is an awk-
ward bit of stuff. He gives you little pleasuredayou are not particularly anxious to have him acbu
you all day long. The first child loves you witH hls heart and strives to please you. How obedient
is! How content and happy! In all things he is andart in the house. Your heart binds its tendriguat
your Joseph more closely than about the wayward Yooy do not make a favorite of him, and so excite
the jealousy of the others. Yet you must admit teearer and dearer love than usual when you think o
him. You cannot help your heart clinging to hims lhehavior is such that he is the son of your right
hand, and he has a tender place in your soul—iora,vihe is one of those whom the text calls, “dear
children.” Just so, the Lord has certdear children. Master Trapp says, “God has but a feghsthil-
dren.” | am afraid that the quaint old commentasocorrect, and that few imitate the Lord as they
should. Yet some of the Lord’s children give thelwsg up wholly to Him, are watchful and tenderly
obedient, and walk in such closeness with Him thay deserve the title of “dear children.” Brethren
aim at this. Here happiness lies! Here heaverttissside of heaven! To be not only children, dear
children, is to antedate eternal bliss. Our Lorsudehad disciples, but of some He said, “Then ate y
My disciples indeed.” Be such. May the Holy Spmiake you such! Around us there are troops of third-
rate Christians, oh, for more first-class believ& have many who appear to come into the Father’s
house at mealtimes to get a bit of bread, and tihey are off again into the world. | counsel yowime
thing to be like the elder brother, to whom hishé&tsaid, “Son, you are always with me, and alt tha
have is yours.” “Blessed are they that dwell in ¥bause.” Oh, to be of David’s mind, “I will dwelh
the house of the Lord forever.” Be you imitatorsGxd, then, in so high a sense that you become dear
children, whose one thought is how to please tladlirer, whose sorrow it is to grieve Him, whosewea
ty it is to be like Him.

lIl. In the third place, | desire, dear friends, to SUESF ENCOURAGEMENTS. Did | hear one
cry, “Oh, sir, this imitation of God is beyond u$ow are we to be copyists of God?” | will encourage
you by giving hints, which you can work out for yeelves.

First, God has already made you His childréspeak to you that are believers. You are God's so
and daughters. The greater work is done. If yout@tee imitators of God, as dear children, you must
first be His children. That is already accomplish¥du could not have made yourselves children of
God, but He has done that for you. “Beloved, noe/\ae the sons of God.” It must be a much easier
thing to imitate the Father than to become a chfloli might adopt a child, and call it yours, butuyo
could not really make it your offspring, do whatuymight. But the Lord has “begotten us again unto a
lively hope.” We are “born, not of blood, nor okthvill of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but &fod.”
And by this new birth we are renewed in His imadence the greater part of the task, the insurmeunta
ble hill of difficulty, is over, and that which reams is but our reasonable service. Should notliid
imitate his father? Will he not do so naturally?

Next, remember thabod has given you His nature alreaddoes not Peter speak of our being “par-
takers of the divine nature, having escaped theuption which is in the world through lust”? It rams
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for you to let the new nature act after its own m&mA well of living water is within you, sing yaunto

it, “Spring up, O well.” Let the holy thing that fideen born in you now occupy the throne, and saibdu
the body of this death. Pray God it may. It seeonsé a small thing to let the new nature have scope
and freedom compared with the giving of that natéreclean heart and a right spirit have been be-
stowed, let these show themselves in clean livesraht feelings. The living and incorruptible seed
will produce a harvest of good works. Water it wythur prayer and watchfulness. If anything hindgrs
repent and do your first works.

Next, the Lord has given you His blessed Spirit to he&lp. yLikewise also the Spirit helps our in-
firmity.” Never forget that. Things impossible withen are possible enough to the Spirit of God. We
have the Spirit abiding in us, vitalizing our whalature. The most beautiful harp you ever saw leas n
music in itself, but must be struck by the fingef& musician. But the Holy Spirit makes us intorg
harps, which from themselves pour forth a natunal spontaneous melody. Is not this marvelous? We
have not to look abroad for power to be holy, fue Spirit of God abides in us, and works in usatre
ing in us “the spirit of power and of love and o$@und mind.” Oh, to be filled with the Spirit oo@!
Meanwhile, it is no small help in the imitation @bd to have the anointing of the Holy One, andeo b
instructed by Him. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit Gbd, and therefore He can teach us to imitate Ged.
is also the Spirit of holiness, and none can bgitemote our holiness. Be of good cheer! With sach
Helper you cannot be defeated.

Again remember, dear friend, th#te Lord allows you to commune with Hims#lfwe had to imi-
tate a man, and yet could not see him, we shonttlifihard work. But in this case we can draw rear
God. Some of us can shut the closet door and e alith God when we will. We can even walk with
God all day. What better conditions could we beeaurfdr imitating our God? Nearness to God brings
likeness to God. The more you see God, the mo@&oadfwill be seen in you. You remember the Persian
story of the scented clay? One said to it, “Clalgere did you get your delicious perfume?” It ansder
“I was before, nothing but a piece of common clayt | lay long in the sweet society of a rose ltill
drank in its fragrance and became perfumed myseHl,’if you dwell much with God in seasons of re-
tirement, and abide with Him in all the affairslibé, you will be changed into His image. As suraly
the type will make its impression upon the paped the seal will stamp itself upon the wax, so i
Lord impress Himself upon you, and stamp His imagen you if you dwell in Him.

This ought also to inspire you with ardor to renhemthat you have to imitate God or you cannot go
to heaven, for this is one of the main delightheéven, to be like Christ because we shall seed$im
He is. “They are without fault before the throneGiid.” His name shall be on their foreheads, thab i
say, the character of God shall be most conspicuotiem. Surely that which is to be our eternatde
ny should be our desire today. We should striverdfoliness according to His working who works & u
mightily. We must become close copyists of God thatmay enjoy everlasting communion with Him.
May His Spirit work us to that end.

I\V. Now, by turning our subject a little around, wels@d. OSE WITH CERTAIN INFERENCES. |
have up to now spoken only to saints, but here imference for seekers. “Be you imitators of Gasl,
dear children.” What do | infer from this? | inférat God is ready to forgive those who have offended
Him. O you that have never been pardoned, listen 8 the Lord must be ready to forgive. We are to
make God our pattern, but if God were unwillingaogive, He could not be a pattern to us. We are to
be ready to pass by the offenses of others. ThexéfGod is set forth as our example, He mustatert
ly be more ready to forgive than any of us can®e&ou that are covered with sin today, | would urge
you to catch at this fact. Suppose | was to bid iyoitate your earthly father in frankly and fredty-
giving all who vexed him? Then you might reply, “Dou know my father?” If | answered, “Yes,” you
would say, “Is he really a good example of patieawce forgiveness? For | offended him some time ago,
and | have always been afraid to go to him, lesthwuld refuse to receive me.” If | could answafes,
your father is an example that you may safely fella that respect,” then you would reply, “I wilbg
home to him and tell him that | desire his forgiges, and am sorry to have caused him pain.” O poor
sinners, you do not know what a forgiving spiri theavenly Father has. He gave His Son Jesus ¢éhat H
might be able to pass by our sins and yet be tigeous Judge of men. There have been good men in
the world who have delighted to pass by offensemeéshere present have been taught of the Lord till
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has become easy and pleasurable to overlook isjame forget wrongs. But our heavenly Father is
much more kind, and with far more delight, blots the sinner’s iniquities. They said of Cranmerttha
he was more than ready to forgive, for he alwaygrned good for evil. It was a common saying, “Do
my lord of Canterbury an ill turn, and he will beuwy friend as long as you live.” That was fine, but
lord of Canterbury was nothing in gentleness coegbavith the Father of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. The holy Leighton, also, was of such a lgespirit that one day when he went out for a waaikl
came back he could not get into his own housei feas locked up, and his servant had gone awag for
day’s fishing without leave or notice. All the gootan said was, “John, next time you go fishingapée

to let me know, or at least leave me the key, sb thmay open the door.” That was all. If even men
have come up to such a degree of patience, much mitiryou find long-suffering in God. Oh, trem-
bler, do believe that our Father in heaven is mgllto forgive you. You backsliders, you great sisne
have right thoughts of God, and come to Him at doceeconciliation. There is forgiveness with Him.
“He delights in mercy.” “The Lord is good and reddyforgive.”

Christian friends, is there one among you whok&iGod will not keep His promise to you? Now
listen. God is an example to us; therefdewill surely keep His WordHe must be faithful and true, for
you are bid to copy Him. If God could be false ts Mord, we could not be exhorted to imitate Him,
and therefore we are sure that He is faithful and,tbecause we are bid to imitate Him closely. You
may be sure that every word of His will stand fést,He would have us righteous and upright inoai
ways. “God is not unrighteous to forget your worlddabor of love which you have showed towards
His name.”

Another inference—only a hint at it—is, if you amd to be “imitators of God, as dear children,”
then you may depend upontite Lord is a dear FatheiThe dear children of God have a dear Father.
We may rest assured that He will be kind and tetwless, since He would have us loving towards Him-
self. I know you are heavy in spirit at this tinhdcnow you are depressed and troubled, but youndfat
is kind and good. Believe it if you cannot sedfiteason says that He deals somewhat harshlyyeri)
for He chastens you, remember that this is His waly His beloved. Has He not said, “As many as |
love | rebuke and chasten”? Those stripes are sé#dse. Chastisement is a high proof of wise @&ffe
tion. Your heavenly Father is much better to yoantlyou are to Him. He is dearer, and kinder, and
more loving as a Father than you have been adatohHim. Rejoice in your Father though you cannot
rejoice in yourself.

Lastly, when the text says, “Be you imitators afd3 it bids us keep on imitating Him as long as we
live. Therefore | conclude that God will always toeus what He is. He will continue in His love snc
He makes that love the example of ours. God witk@eere in bringing us home to heaven, for He
teaches us to persevere, and make this a part éikeness to Himself. The Lord will not turn Higéurt
away from us. He will not fail nor be discouragédyving begun to make us meet for heaven He will
never stay His hand till that work is done. Fortttgason rest upon the immutable goodness of yaur F
ther, and pray for grace to always imitate Him luydu come to see His face. May His presence ble wit
you, and may He give you rest. Amen.
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