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“And | gave unto Isaac Jacob and Esau: and | gavato Esau Mount Seir,
to possess it; but Jacob and his children went dawio Egypt.”
Joshua 24:4.

THIS passage, though audibly uttered by the mo@ithoshua, is to be regarded as the immediate
voice of God. Joshua said unto all the people, ST$ays Jehovah, God of Israel.” Jehovah reminded th
tribes, their elders and judges, of all that He tade, and of all that He had been to them. Anthfro
this He challenged their allegiance, requiring thaty should henceforth be loyal unto their grean&
factor. Addressing them Himself, His argument beeath the more impressive. | reverence all Scrip-
ture more than tongue can tell, but yet | venemadst of all those portions of the word which aredGo
own voice—the thought of Deity interpreted into lamrspeech by Deity itself. The passage now before
us, though it reads like a piece of ordinary higt@uch as might have been composed by a common
scribe, has about it a vastness of meaning suchrasnly be found in the language of the infinitedG
When God inspires David, or Isaiah or Paul, Heheaas most graciously, but when He condescends
to speak Himself, how shall we sufficiently revererthe word? We have here, not so much a letter dic
tated by God, as the actual autograph of the dratier. My text is written with the finger of GoAl.
glory blazes along the lines. The letters arellliminated, the words glow like the sapphire wofk o
heaven’s pavement. Our text has a world of meainirig It may, as we notice its plain words and-pro
saic statements, seem to be a mere common boxt isuin very deed an ark of precious perfumed
wood, overlaid with pure gold, and filled with gemsd jewels rich and rare. May the Holy Spirit give
us eyes with which to perceive the treasures whéchefore us in these words—"I gave unto Isaac Ja-
cob and Esau: and | gave unto Esau Mount Seimpsegss it; but Jacob and his children went dowmn int
Egypt.”

|. The first thing that | discern here is HISTORY ANIHE HAND OF GOD IN IT. Se€l gave,”
and then agairf] gave.” It is not merely that Esau and Jacob were borsadc and Rebekah, but the
Lord says;’| gave unto Isaac Jacob and Esaudow plainly does this declare that the hand of Gad
human history! At first sight history seems a greeigle, a snarl, confusion, but on looking at dren
closely we perceive that it is only in appearangraae, but in fact a marvelous piece of arrangement
exhibiting perfect precision and never-failing a@my. Our carnal reason sees the wrong side of the
carpet, and it appears to be without design orrof8igt there is another side to history, and looked
from that standpoint it reveals a wonderful pattefieauty, displaying wisdom and goodness unparal-
leled. The histories of nations are, from the hurs@e, little more than a narration of the crimés o
kings and the follies of their people. And yet,wesl from another quarter, they are the record ef th
dealings of God with men—the story of love’s labmreclaim the lost. Look at Calvary’s sacrificeitas
rises above all other events, even as this morhgayv the hills and the tops of tall trees standng
above the morning mist. What a sight it is! Thessrtowering over the ages; looking down on theis si
and sorrows! Calvary—what is it? What but the chntd human iniquity, where man became not so
much a regicide, though he slew his King, as a @edor to the utmost of his power he slew his God!
On the cross, human enmity of God reached its ohestd extremity. With wicked hands men crucified
and slew the Son of God. Yet it is equally trud i@ Calvary we see more of the goodness, grace, me
cy, justice, and long-suffering of God than anyvehelse. The cross is at once our crime and ouasalv
tion, an exhibition of man’s foulest sin and of Godchest grace. Calvary is of all spots the b&satk
and the brightest, the place where hell displaygdost deadly power, and yet the very gate of éreav
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Thus is all human history, according to its measun@ proportion, a bitter sweet. Where man’s meschi
and misery abound, there do God’s goodness ané grach more abound.

We see the hand of God in history very strikinglshie raising up of remarkable men at certain spe-
cial periods.lt is true, as the Lord says, “lI gave unto Isaacob and Esau.” Children are the gift of
God. This is true not only of Isaac but of all namnen. God gave to a worthy couple, George Wash-
ington, to another pair, John Howard, and to al{fBeorge Whitefield. Each of these, in his own-spe
cial way was a divine gift to men. Children arerbarith differing talents, and varied capacitiest alli
about them which will make them blessings is the afi God. | shall not tarry to mention great men
whose names mark epochs in history from which nega dn increase of light and happiness, but let no
man think of these friends and leaders of mankimtiout admitting the hand of God in their birth,
training, disposition, and ability. The greatestdsing which God ever gave to man was the mantChris
Jesus, and under Him, the next best blessings amne Yiou remember the passage, “When He ascended
up on high, He led captivity captive, and gavesgifito men. And He gave some apostles,” and sh. fort
Ascension gifts are sure to be worthy of the oargsand therefore eminently precious, and lo! These
are all men. Within a man, poor, lowly, humble, awkn sinful though that man may be in himself,
there may lie concealed an almost infinite bles&iam the Most High. Even as within an acorn slegps
forest, or within a flint lies light for a nationigatch-fires. When the negro slave had borne laags/of
bondage, and hope of deliverance seemed far atvagsi God that gave an Abraham Lincoln, who led
the nation onward till, “Emancipation,” flamed upda banners. Long before, when England, free in
every corner of it, yet held slaves in its coloniesvas God that gave Wilberforce, and raised aprto
plead in Parliament the rights of men, till the eoamd went forth—

“Thus says Britannia, empress of the sea,

Your chains are broken; Africa, be free!”
In all such acts of righteousness the coming foftthe man of the hour must be attributed to Gows
hand. The men themselves may not know why they baree to power. Of them it might often be said
as the Lord said of Cyrus, “I girded you, thoughu y@ve not known Me.” The mighty ones that contend
for wrong, bind the chains, and forge the fettdrthe oppressed, do not know the champions who are
predestined to overturn them, but God knows, aatithenough. Tyrants have always just cause to be
afraid, for every birth may produce a deliverernt@where in a hovel there may sleep in a rude cradle
the boy who shall shake the throne of evil. Asiybas always happened in due season that Phagsoh h
been confronted by Moses, and the princes of Mitaideon. For every Sisera there is a Jael, and f
every Goliath a David. The upas tree may incretssdaadly shadow, but an axe is sharpening for the
felling of it. Evil is a gourd, and though a marbigt a worm, yet he shall destroy that gourd. Gostill
working in the fashioning—oh, with what mystery!—#dfs own instruments. In His book are written
the members of men who are yet to be, who are remgbfashioned in secret by the hand of God.
These shall by-and-by appear, and shall lead omaiteto a further unloosing of its bonds. | regoic
the possibilities which lie in birth. As to the Ogeeat Seed of the woman we look for our greatest d
liverance, so do we in a lower sense look to hed der the overthrow of many of the doings of tke s
pent race. That curse, which made her in sorromghkforth children, contains enclosed within itséke
a bud in its sheath, the promise of untold benguictOften at a birth might an age rejoice and sing
“Unto us a child is born: unto us a son is giveret parents think of this, and dedicate their affsp
with many a prayer to the Lord whose gift they d&et. old men think of this, and cry to God to raige
true men to fill the places which they themselvas no longer occupy. Lo! Children are a heritage of
the Lord. When our sons are a seed that the Ladlest, blessed is the man that has his quiveoful
them.

Let us bless and praise the Lord, as we look lratkstory upon God’s manifest interference with
the course of events by the singular births of mbom He has used to effect His own divine purposes.
Nobody denies that the hand of God is in the conohgen for the hour when the hour calls for the
men.

So also is the hand of God distinctly to be sealligreat eventslf Esau captures Mount Seir, then
the setting up of the Edomite dominion, bad asaymave been, is from another point of view a nnatte
in which God'’s purpose and design are to be ndted;le says—"I gave Esau mount Seir.” Brethren, |
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believe—and | hope the truth is not too strongylou—that not a tiny bird pecks up a worm from the
ground without your Father. A plant does not spiouhe corner behind the wall, and shoot up wsvfl

er, and seed, and ripen and decay, apart fromdhe &f hosts. Much less does an empire rise, fbwiri
or decline without divine co-operation. When thehered leaf falls from the sycamore in the autumn
time, providence guides the leaf to its place uihensod. And when the worm uplifts itself to drdwatt
leaf into the tunnel which it has made, the handhefLord directs the burial. In everything thapha
pens, be it small or great, the Lord is presentHisdwill is done. It is so in all the plotting amdaneu-
vering of kings and princes and senates, in the sfipublic opinion, in the marching of armiesdan

all that transpires among mortal men. Though treuity of man is abundantly seen, yet the overgilin
power of God is never absent. The world is notteftself, given over to the lord of misrule, batall
events the hand of God may be perceived by all eane to perceive it. | reckon war to be a huge erim
on man’s side, but when battalions have marchethstgaattalions, the destiny of empires, and pdgsib
of the whole race of man, has turned upon the lhedila commander, the clearness of his eye, or the
quickness of his messenger. Yes, the turning adidebullet, or the fall of a horse, or the breakaf an
axle, has become the pivot of history, the turmpogt of agesand there at the center the Lord has
been surely ready¥ssential points have been secured beyond queBgwohaps it is more nearly right to
say that every turn of history has been essermtmal, that the whole of it has been in the hand$ef t
Highest. It is singular how God is seen, both inglas and preservations, in connection with crides
history. Wellington at Waterloo sat on his hors@pénhagen, all day long. A friend of mine, well
known to most of you, said to him, “I suppose ybarse must have been very weary.” “No,” said the
duke, “He was so fresh that when | got off from Himthrew his heels into the air, and almost struck
my temple. | was not in greater danger all throtlgh battle than at that moment.” God had preserved
the hero all that live-long day, and we little knevkat had been the result if a chance slug orHhzal
carried him off. And yet you see when the red maftivar was growing silent, the Iron Duke was still
in jeopardy. Had he been suddenly cut off, oumgleight have become an insignificant province of a
vast Napoleonic empire. But he was immortal til hiork was done. Above the awful din of war | hear
the voice of God, even out of such an evil, whickkes earth for a while like hell, the good Lordatf
produces good. Masters of armies reckon their hbstisthe Lord of hosts they forget. They plan and
scheme—these masters of men, to whom their peoplasaso much food for powder—but a higher
plan overrides their planning. There is a King ofgs, and Lord of lords, and He is no silent specta
of what is done, but stretches out His hand tovdelihe nations from the power of evil, so thalt bty

His great power the world moves onward to somethietjer. We think of this poor world with great
sadness, when we see all the crime and sin whifile de and yet we join with Galileo in saying,t“l
does move though!” Truth makes progress. The iigtinning. If we do not see an improvement to-
day, or tomorrow, yet take any 20 years, and ydusee that the world is moving—moving on to that
grand day when the song shall ascend, “Hallelujtthlelujah: for the Lord God omnipotent reigns!” As
the Lord’s hand was in Esau’s possession of Moeirt So is it in the settlement of every tribe gu@wb-
ple, and it is to be seen by all observant eyedl ithe great epochs of the history of man.

Yet please notice that whenever we say this—asalylit pretty plainly—we never excuse the sin
and folly of manWe speak of predestination and foreknowledge, usrave find these truths in Scrip-
ture and they seem to us to be facts in the velyr@@f things. God knows all that happens, othsgwi
He were no God, but a poor, blind deity. And if kieows that a certain fact will happen, then, iais
fixed and settled thing, depend on that. Nothingpess other than God foreknew would happen, and
therefore it is fixed. If | laid aside predestimatj yet foreknowledge would be quite enough for me.
Something or other is certain to happen, and Gaavkrwhat that something or other is, and therefore
is fixed, not by blind fate, but still fixed. Yehit fixedness is perfectly consistent with the fagency
and responsibility of man. Man thinks, and resalheesl acts as freely, and as much on his own accord
as if there were no foreknowledge and no God. énlbok of the unrevealed everything is written, but
the mystic roll is laid up in the archives of heawd no man knows what is written in it. Down belo
everything happens according to that book. Not@ketof it is in error, not a mistake is found isia-
gle line, the event happens as it was foreknown.sBll if there were no such book, man would het
more absolutely free than he is now. | can joirrtilgavith the advocate of free agency when hedalk
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man’s voluntariness in his acts of sin, his will@ldoice of evil, his rejection of Christ and of Hjsace.

No man can too thoroughly believe in the willfulilgof the wicked, at any rate | will go all lengthn
such a belief. | couple with what is called Calstia doctrine, the other doctrine of free agency set
sponsibility, which seems to me to be equally tiwed if this is judged to be an inconsistency the r
mark does not stagger me, for | see no inconsigtemd do not believe that any exists. My God isano
mere omnipotent being, who can rule dead matemalad compel insensible atoms to do His will, but
He can rule free agents, leaving them absolutedg, fand yet effecting all His purposes with them.
God's eternal purposes are accomplished, and yetremain responsible free agents both in their be-
ginning and in their ending. Do you say that yound® understand how this can be? Neither do I but
believe it. There are ten thousand other thingsaiiire and history which are too high for me toarnd
stand their “how” and “why,” and yet | see themnQanot also be sure of some matters which hdb
see? It is not for me to profess to comprehenchétere or the ways of the Infinite. If we could qaner
hend the Lord, He would not be the infinite Godslbecause He is beyond me—infinitely beyond such
a poor creature as | am—that | all the more reudreadore Him. His nature and His acts are alike
veiled in mystery, but alike to be held in reverenc

Have you never heard of the insect philosophers®/ Twere midges so small that a man needed a
microscope to see them, but they were very gresdgaphers for all that, and they set about to diesc
an elephant. One of them hung upon the gigantatere’s ear, and surveyed a small portion of ikmar
and his theory was that an elephant was a livint, wmost perpendicular. Another stood upright
somewhere on the creature’s back, and he stateédhéhareature was a vast plain. While a third, who
was perched upon a hair of the animal, propountiedidea that it was a tall shaft. These midge-
philosophers had not eyes large enough to takewhde elephant, and so each one judged from the
tiny morsel of hide which came under his own narrewge of observation. Yet these ephemera were
nearer the mark with the elephant than our wise arerwith the universe, concerning which theirtfirs
principles, and theories, and hypotheses have lydue¢n a museum of follies. Yet if philosophers un
derstood the universe, that understanding wouldriog their carnal minds within measurable diseanc
of the infinite God. None but the Spirit of God caveal God to any man, and the man himself must
receive a new and spiritual life before he can knelat the Spirit teaches. Who, then, among the
worldly-wise may dream of understanding God, wheenethe spiritual rather embrace Him by love
than grasp Him by understanding? Let us, therefoeieve what we find to be in God’s Word, and
what we are taught by His Spirit, though it shob&far above our heads. Let us not delay to believe
until we can reconcile. Do you not know that indlogy—all the false part of theology—the part on
which the sects stand and fight each other—consfstsispension bridges made of cobwebs, which are
intended to bridge the distance between two awfihs which look as if they were divided from each
other? The great rocky truths are in effect acakpieboth parties, but the battle waxes hot conngrn
these cobweb-bridges which were never worth a tithéhe ingenuity which has been wasted upon
them. | hold it true that God is in history andewerything, and | read the newspaper that | mayhsee
my heavenly Father governs the world. And thislidye though | most clearly see that men sin willfu
ly, and wickedly, and voluntarily, and that theye auilty free agents in all their wrong-doing. Taes
thoughts come to me when | remember the charattesau, and yet read the Lord’s words, “I gave un-
to Esau mount Seir to possess it.”

To us, dear friends, the hand of God is very wsiblour own case.ook at the hand of God that
gave to you and to me suphrentsas we have. | mean those of us who have the dedight of having
descended from Christian men and women. Had wenhargyto do with that? And yet the greatest part
of a man’s future depends upon the parents of whens born. No person can deny that our parentage
is beyond our own power, and yet to a large extectlors the whole future of life. Is not the haofl
God in it? Why shall one be born of a long sucaessif drunks and of thieves, and have within hifnsel
an insatiable passion born with him to imitate therhile another inherits a sound constitution frioi
parents, and though he has no tendency to the gfdeed, yet he has a tendency to morality, and-nat
rally develops self-restraint and gentle mannereZM@ not see the hand of God in the parents that He
gave us? | cannot be so blind as to deny my owigatidns. | shall forever bless God that | was give
to a godly couple whose delight it was to lead m#he ways of God.
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And do we not see the hand of God, again, inamildren? Many of us do. Oh, how some of us
bless and praise God that ever such sons felltédoduWe never think of them without delight, ftrey
are living in the service of the Lord Jesus, spegdind being spent in the Divine Master’s service.
Look at your children as the gifts of God, andhigy are not yet all that you could desire, yet bt
lieve that God has given them to you, even as kig, Shgave Isaac, Jacob and Esau.” You, deardgen
in Christ, united in holy wedlock, may look uponuyahildren as not unclean, but holy, in the sense
tended by the apostle when he speaks of the unbggievife as sanctified by the believing husband a
adds, “else were your children unclean, but nowtlaeg holy.” They are not to be viewed as the unhap
py fruit of an unhallowed union, but as gifts of @300 be brought up for Him, and trained in Hisrfea
They come not as the result of uncleanness, bgiftssfrom the Lord, to whom marriage is an honora-
ble estate. It would be a sad thing if the sightmyf child made me blush for shame. But it is atoy
look upon him as, like Samuel, asked of God, anérgiof God. Bring these gifts of God to God, and
say, “Here, Lord, are the children whom You hawegime. Save them by Your grace, since in love
You have given them to me. These dear ones aresfénam Yourself, blessings upon which | set great
store. O Lord, let Your name be named on them Jeindour grace be glorified in them.”

Observe, further, thahe Lord’s hand is in all the prosperity which Hees to anyHe says, “l gave
unto Esau Mount Seir, to possess it.” It is by Gaallotment that temporal things fall as they deert
the ungodly have their portion in this life by diei grant. It is “vain to rise up early, and togit late,
and to eat the bread of carefulness,” if the Ladirbt build the house and prosper the labor. Hes
that gives you power to get wealth. Our daily breaches from the granary of Providence. The store
most ample, or the measure most scant, must adikeabed to the one all-bountiful hand.

And once more(God’s hand is to be seen in the place in whichivee If Esau lives in mount Seir, it
is because God appoints him to be there, andatlsgyoes down to Egypt, it is for the same realon.
you and | move from one place to another, it isetwie see the cloud moving before us, and to know
that the Lord directs our way. “The steps of a gomgh are ordered of the Lord.” But | need not in-
stance cases. The hand of the Lord has been witle 86 us for good from our cradle even until now.
And we believe that He who has led us so far wvill lead us, until we arrive at the house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Il. Secondly, we have another lesson to learn fromtexty and that is upon, BIRTH AND ITS
DISAPPOINTMENTS.“I gave unto Isaac, Jacob and Esautvin children born of godly parentin
that birth there was joy, but sorrow came by itvedl as joy.What joy there was in Isaac’s house that
day, for we read that it had been a matter of prayée family! See Genesis 25:21. It had beenmief g
to Isaac that, married at 40 years of age, he iwad twenty years in married life without a chiklt-
hough he had the promise of a seed. Lo! One dagppened that Esau and Jacob were born. There was
joy. Yes, double joy, because two sons had conbeiitd up their father’'s house. Ah, had they knowyn i
there was grave cause for mingled emotion in tbabte birth! We read that forty years after Esau-ma
ried, and he took unto himself two Canaanite wivesich were a grief of mind unto Isaac and to Re-
bekah.” Yes, we may fondly promise ourselves thdtioen born of godly parents will be an unalloyed
comfort to them, and yet it may not be so. Childaea certain cares, and doubtful comforts. They may
bring to their parents such sorrow that they maynbkned to think the barren happier than thetfuli
Hence it is well for us to leave our hopes of postevith God, and if we reckon that in a childless
house we have missed a great joy, we ought alseciamn that we have missed a mint of trouble by the
same fact. Your children are not born in grace,that are the children of nature, and that beirgy th
case, you may have to see in one of them—God gramay be in no more—an Esau, yes, a profane
person, who will sell his birthright, and becomeesremy of the people of God. Esau was born of admi-
rable parents, and so an Esau may be found tobymundless grief in your own family. It has been so
before with others, and it may be so with you. Tibe’s whelp has been found in the sheep’s fol@, th
vulture has been hatched in the dove’s nest. Tlasegreat hope, certainly, of both boys born iad&
house, for we look that godly parents should trgntheir children in the way that they should go, s
that when they are old they may not depart fronthigrefore both Esau and Jacob were most hopefully
started. But Esau was not trainable. He was a mad, and went his own way, and became a follower
of rough sports, “a cunning hunter, a man of te&ff and soon he became profane, as often hagpens
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those whose chief pursuits are sporting. Ah, me! wle! How often the brightest hopes have been
blasted, and those who appeared to be floatindhercairrent which flows towards heaven have been
drifted back and lost on the forlorn shores of uielbe

It is a great advantage to you, my dear youngdiieo have been born into a Christian family, but
charge you, do not trust in it as though it werétself a guarantee of salvation. Isaac, the belave
God, has Esau for a son. Mind that. David had toosoover Absalom and Hezekiah over Manasseh.
You may be the Esau of your family. Is it so? Mayd@rant that such a dreadful portion may not be
chosen by you! Remember that your brother who ikad Wwith you, slept with you, and grown with you
side by side, may be gracious, and you may remagodly. Is it so now? Oh, that the Holy Spirit may
come and work upon you till you and your brother ane in Christ, like James and John, Peter and An-
drew. Father, do you find a division in your hou3&®n pray to God, even as Abraham prayed for Ish-
mael, “Oh, that Ishmael might live before You!” Pifar your wayward boy. And oh, you that are in the
family, and have through divine mercy, become abamnd not an Esau, ascribe it to sovereign grace
and give God the praise, but forget not your bndttAéhile he lives have hope for him, and see witat y
can do that he also may rejoice in the Lord. Bht,ilawe could read the future when we look at litar
tle children, we should rejoice with trembling! Aad we cannot read the future, it is fit that weulth
pray with earnestness. We have prayer often agdyeas, why have we not more prayer in the chamber
of birth? Surely, when an immortal spirit start®opts endless career, it is well for us to crysod and
ask others to join with us in the loving, earnastypr that the Holy Spirit may cause the newly-biorn
be born again as soon as they are able to knovs d@slibelieve in Him. There stands the fact, ithbir
there is joy tempered with godly fear, hope minghath sacred anxiety, and high advantage which may
yet most sadly end in deepened responsibility anceased sin.

lIl. Thirdly, and very briefly, we have next to view WOBRLINGS AND THEIR POSSESSIONS.

“I gave unto Esau Mount Seir, to possess Tiliat is to say, Esau, as compared with Jacob, aghéa
have the best of it, for he had “Mount Seir, togass it,” but poor Jacob had not a foot of land tiea
could call his own except the family sepulcher atdkipelah, in which afterwards he slept the slelep o
the righteous.

Why does God so often give possessions to ungudly? Why do they flourish? Why do they have
their portion in this life? Is it not, first, becseiGod thinks little of these thingand therefore gives them
to those of whom He thinks little? “Why,” said Leth in his day, “the whole Turkish empire is but a
basket of husks that God gives to the hogs, anéftve He hands it over to the unbelievers.” Stergf
wealth and riches are but so much wash, which teatgdiusbandman gives to the swine on His estate.
Something infinitely better is reserved for the d’lsrown family. The rich blessing of true grace itde
serves for His children and heirs. It shows hotleliGod thinks of kingdoms, and empires, and great
riches, for He leaves these full often to the wofghen. How few saints have ever worn crown opeor
net! A holy man once said that the kings who haweegto heaven might almost be counted on your fin-
gers. See what small account the Lord makes olvtirlel’s best store.

Do you wish that ungodly men should have less?nippart, | am reconciled to their present pros-
perity, forit is all they will ever have?oor souls; let them have as much of it as theymeae,they will
have nothing hereafter. Besides, they have no & having no God, it would take a great many for-
tunes to make a godless man’s portion worth a stiathe graceless could gain all worlds, what use
would they be to them when they come to die? Toein souls lost, and no comfort in Christ, and no
joy in the Spirit, what have they gained after &lé2 the worldlings have the husks. Let none oéwsr
cry, “I gladly would fill my belly with the huskshat the swine eat.” Let those have the treasurdsiof
present evil world that have nothing else. Nevearmgl with the Lord for saying, “lI gave unto Esau
Mount Seir, to possess it.”

Besides, these comforts may lead them to reflponuGod’'s bounty to them, and at any rate they
ought to move them to repentantteis my earnest hope that many an ungodly mammv God has
highly favored in the things of this life, may b&luenced by the Spirit of God to say, “Why should
continue to rebel against God who has been sotkimie? He has prospered me, and taken care of me.
Why should | not turn to Him, and become His setYai\t any rate, gratitude for mercies received
should produce repentance for sins committed. Vijoddods have no necessary connection with un-
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godliness. There is no infection in harvest stones,iniquity in the wealth which comes of commerce
In themselves gold and silver are harmless metdlere have been men who have enjoyed the abun-
dance of this world, and yet have inherited thelevtw come. Not many great men after the flesh are
chosen, but there is a great difference betweeh rframy,” and “notany.” Joseph of Arimathea, and
Nicodemus, and the women who ministered unto Clofigheir substance, had a fair measure of the
comforts of this life, and used them for their Loldwas not Solomon’s wealth that brought him down
so low. His unrestrained passions were his ruirelgg might he have held all his treasures and isld
God too. Pray, therefore, that the rich may be ¢hoto Christ. Why should not that fish be takericlih
has the silver shekel in its mouth? Why may nottMaw, the publican, be called from the receipt of
custom? Is there not yet another Zacchaeus tornsevexl by grace? May not their indebtedness to God
be used as a plea with the wealthy to give themesele Him who has already given them so much? It
was no fault in Jonah that he felt pleasure ungeishade of his gourd. The fault lay in making d gb
that gourd. There is no evil in having goods, thdré is great evil in making those goods our chief
good. Yet, brethren, so it is, that the men of #esld usually have the most of it. | do not sag thest

of it. It is and always will be a mystery, as loag the world stands, that the wicked often flouask

the righteous suffer. Read the Book of Job, readhirty-seventh Psalm, read the seventy-thirdrRsal
and see how holy men and wise men have been petpkxd troubled by the method of the divine
providence. To see wickedness on a throne andengknhess in a dungeon, pride enshrined in honor,
and holiness rolled in the kennel, is a seriowd of our confidence in God, and yet there are iMgig
reasons why it should be so for a while. Not withewisdom does the Lord say, “l gave to Esau Mount
Seir, to possess it.”

IV. Now comes the fourth point and a great mystery ktere are THE CHOSEN OF GOD AND
THEIR TRIALS. “I gave unto Esau Mount Seir, to pess it;but Jacob and his children went down into
Egypt.” That is their portion. They must go down into Egiptause of famine. And they must suffer
there under a tyrant’s iron rod, so that they magolone familiar with the drudgery of slaves. Theystnu
be strangers in a strange land, and be sorelydatiieneath the foot of the oppressor. The escutobieo
their nation was to be “a smoking furnace and anibgrlamp.” Moses saw Israel as well as God when
he beheld a bush burning with fire but not consunieadot this a strange thing? To him whom God
loves best He allots the hardest conditions. Essors are dukes, but Jacob’s seed are drudges. Esau
reigns, but Israel serves. Esau set his nest dm bigt Israel crouched by the reeds of the rivére T
worldling would read the Scripture as if it said\s*‘many as | love, | caress and pamper,” but thel Lo
speaks not so. His Words are, “As many as | lovebuke and chasten.” “Whom the Lord loves He
chastens, and scourges”—those are very hard worsissafges every son whom He receives.” To car-
nal reason this seems strange. Faith alone caaiexpl

But Israel and his children went down into Egyipst, for their preservation.So God brings His
people into trial often to preserve them from thalds and its evil influences, from themselves ameirt
natural pride, from Satan and his puffing up. Byree and adversity the children of God are driven t
their knees, brought near to their great Fathet kapt in fellowship with Him. Sanctified afflictis are
spiritual promotions. The salt and bitterness of@® often preserve men from the gall and bittesrafs
sin.

They went down into Egypt, next, for theamprovementfor the family of Jacob was in a mournful
condition, and by no means fit to be used of thedL®he story of Jacob’s family is a strangely sad.
Perhaps Scripture does not contain a more moup#ge. The evil influence of polygamy is clearly
seen, blended within the errors of Laban’s housd,emvenomed by the foul example of the Canaanites
among whom they sojourned. It was time that theyukhshift their quarters, they were neither gettin
good nor doing good. It looked as if the patriavebuld beget an ignorant, quarrelsome, vicious race,
and so they were sent down into Egypt that troatight teach them better manners. God often thrusts
His people into adversity that He may improve themvaken them, instruct them, and ennoble them.
See to it, brethren, that the Lord’s design belfetf in you to the fullest. May the anvil and thie, the
crucible and the flame, work in you a clearancdroks and rust, and make you pure and bright.

They also went down into Egypt for th@ducation.The chosen seed needed teaching. They were
getting to be rustic, not to say barbarous, inrtneanners, acquirements and knowledge were scant
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among them. They must go down into the seat ofeabdearning to acquire arts and sciences, ane civi
lization. In Egypt a race, which otherwise had baenob, must be consolidated into a nation. A bzind
willful men must be trained to discipline and oleuie. The Lord said, “Out of Egypt have | called My
son,” because Egypt was his school of learningdhisground of discipline. We are ignorant, rebel
lious, and willful till the Lord trains us. “Beforewas afflicted | went astray, but now have | k&jotur
Word.” The Lord teaches us on the blackboard okeslty, and we are often rapped over the knuckles
by the stern Master. It is wonderful what we leaffmen we are taken among the thorns. | hardly think
that | have learned anything except in afflictiéw.least | know this—I owe more to the hammer, and
the anvil, and the file, and the furnace, than talall the green meadows and flowing brooks angd-si
ing birds that | have ever seen or heard. | feat thhave learned little beyond that which has been
whipped into me. And though | am not fonder of tbd than you are, | confess that such sweet fruit
grows on the bitter branch of trial that | woulérfeéo be long without it. | would rather weep withihe
Lord’s chosen than laugh within the reprobate. Bjallowed mirth fools grow more foolish, but by
sanctified trials wise men become yet wiser. Fturkiusefulness it is well that we have presenbsgr
and like Jacob, go down into Egypt.

And they went down to Egypt again, tiabd might display His great power in thehwould not
care to be Esau on Mount Seir when once | see étiiarhosts drowned, and Israel marching through
the depths of the sea, and when | hear the sotiged$raelite maidens, and the shouts of the nfging"
you to Jehovah, for He has triumphed gloriouslg; hiorse and his rider has He thrown into the déa.”
is worth while to go down into Egypt to come oufttokith a high hand and an outstretched arm. ©é, t
glory of the Lord in His redeemed. Oh, the loftystiley of the tried people of God! Oh, the sublinoty
their lives, even now! There is God in them. Thier&od about them. He heads the van, and brings up
the rear. They are as signs and wonders in thaigrgéons. He has blessed them, yes, and theylshall
blessed. It matters little that Esau has Mount &eila possession, Israel has her God. No fooad |
perhaps you call your own, you do not know wheraryeext suit of clothes will come from, and God
has kept you on short commons, and multiplied gitaits and needs. Never mind—yours is the lot of
the chosen, for “Jacob and his children went dawo Egypt.” That is where the story ends, according
to my text, but you know the story does not endetle all, for out of Jacob and his children came t
Star, the Scepter and the Throne. The Godheadujpdie seed of Israel, and now today He that sprang
of Jacob’s loins, according to the flesh, sitstomhighest throne of God and reigns supreme. ThelSh
has come, and it matters nothing what Egypt browglgorrow unto Jacob’s seed, seeing that out of
them at the last came the King and Savior of medesus is ours, the rest is a small affair. Givee m
Christ, and | ask for nothing else. Having faithJesus, | can leave all things with the great Dispof
events. Christ and a crust, the promise and alpaoat, grace and an almshouse! Cannot a saint be
more than content with these?

So have | set before you the varying lots of Gass people and of the wicked. | hope that you are
ready to say that you would rather suffer afflintiith the people of God than enjoy the pleasufes o
sin for a season. God help you to make that wisecehand to make it at once. May His Spirit lead y
to take the Lord Jesus to be your all in all. Amen.
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