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“You that dwell in the gardens, the companions h&an
to your voice: cause Me to hear it.”
Song of Solomon 8:13.

THE Song is almost ended, the bride and bridegrbaxe come to their last stanzas, and they are
about to part for a while. They utter their adieasd the bridegroom says to His beloved, “You that
dwell in the gardens, the companions hearken to yoigce: cause Me to hear it.” In other words—when
| am far away from you, fill this garden with My m&, and let your heart commune with Me. She
promptly replies, and it is her last word till Henges, “Make haste, my beloved, and be You likeea ro
or a young hart upon the mountains of spices.” &liasewell words of the Well-beloved are very pre-
cious to His chosen bride. Last words are alwayged. The last words of those who loved us dearly
are much valued. The last words of one who lovetbufie death are worthy of a deathless memory.
The last words of the Lord in this canticle remmeé of the commission which the Master gave to His
disciples, right before He was taken up, when He &athem, “Go you into all the world, and preach
the gospel to every creature.” Then, scatteringeietions with both His hands, He ascended inte glo
ry, and “a cloud received Him out of their sighA$§ the sermon progresses you will see why | sag; thi
and you will detect a striking likeness between ¢benmission connected with the ascension and the
present adieu, in which the spiritual Solomon dayldis espoused Solyma, “You that dwell in the gar-
dens, the companions hearken to your voice: cawes®oMear it.”

I. We will get to our text at once, without furthereface, and we notice in it, first of all, AN AP-
POINTED RESIDENCE. The bridegroom, speaking of blisle, says, “You that dwell in the gardens.”
The Hebrew is in the feminine, and therefore webanend to regard it as the word of the bridegroom t
His bride. It is the mystical word of the churcl'srd to His elect one. He calls her “Inhabitresghad
gardens”—that is the word. So then, dear friendsywwo make up the church of God are here addressed
this morning under that term, “You that inhabite fardens.”

This title is given to believers here on eartrstfiby way ofdistinction—distinction from the Lord
Himself. He whom we love dwells in the ivory palacen which they make Him glad. He is gone up to
His Father’s throne, and has left these gardensxdmlow. He came down awhile that He might look
upon His garden, that He might see how the virmgiBhed, and gather lilies. But He has now rettirne
to His Father and our Father. He watered the $dii® garden with His bloody sweat in Gethsemane,
and made it to bear fruit unto life by being Hinidaid to sleep in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathmat,
all this lowly work is now over. He does not dwell the gardens as to His corporeal presence. His
dwelling place is on the throne. Jesus has nomntaiseup with Him. He will come another time to do
that, but now He leaves us among the seeds anerfsocand growing plants to do the King’s work until
He comes. He was a visitor here, and the visit Elbst dearly, but He has gone back unto the place
from where He came out, having finished the workclviHis Father gave Him. Our lifework mot fin-
ished, and therefore we must tarry a while belawd, lse known as inhabitants of the gardens.

It is expedient that we should be here, even igsexpedient that He shoubhdt be here. God'’s glory
is to come of our sojourn here, or else He woulkhaken us away long ago. He said to His Father, “
pray not that You should take them out of the woablat that You should keep them from the evil.” He
Himself is an inhabitant of the palaces, for thideebest accomplishes the eternal purposes of Bwe.
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His church is the inhabitress of the gardens,erd she best fulfils the decrees of the Most Hitgre
she must abide awhile until all the will of the Hahall be accomplished in her and by her, and shen
also shall be taken up, and shall dwell with herdLabove. The title is given by way of distincti@md
marks the difference between her condition andahbaer Lord.

Next, it is given by way oénjoymentShe dwells in the gardens, which are places aoflelOnce
you and | pined in the wilderness, and sighed a&ed from a barren land. We trusted in man, and
made flesh our arm, and then we were like the higatie desert which sees not when good comes. All
around us was the wilderness of this world, a hogvivilderness of danger, and need, and disorder. We
said of the world at its very best, “Vanity of vaes, all is vanity.” Do you remember how you roane
seeking rest and finding none? Your way was thk patlarkness which leads to death. Then you were
poor and needy, and sought water and there was aadeyour tongue cleaved unto the roof of your
mouth for thirst. Then came the Lord that boughi,yeind He sought you until He brought you into the
gardens of His love, where He satisfied you with tiver of the water of life, and filled you withd
fruits of His Spirit, and now you dwell in a goodbnd. “The fountain of Jacob shall be upon a lahd
corn and wine; also his heavens shall drop down’déaur portion is with the Lord’s saints, yes, it
Himself. And what can be a better portion? Is it as the garden of the Lord? You dwell where the
great Husbandman spends His care upon you and @aalessure in you. You dwell where the infinite
skill and tenderness and wisdom of God manifeshgdves in the training of the plants which His own
right hand has planted. You dwell in the churcl&ofd, which is laid out in due order, and hedgediabo
and guarded by heavenly power. And you are, thexefmost fitly said to dwell in the gardens. Be
thankful. It is a place of enjoyment for you. Awaded sing, for the lines have fallen unto you ieas-
ant places. Just as Adam was put into the gard&denh for his own happiness, so are you put into th
garden of the church for your comfort. It is nqieafect paradise of bliss, but it has many poiftgke-
ness to paradise, for God Himself walks there ritrer of God waters it, and the tree of life isréhen-
guarded by the flaming sword. Is it not writtentHe Lord do keep it: | will water it every mometdst
any hurt it, 1 will keep it night and day”? SeeJdeed, although you are distinguished from yourd.or
by being here while He is there, yet you are maattagers of His joy, and are not as those who are b
ished into a salt land to die in desolation. Thedi®joy is in His people, and you are made to have
joy in them also. The excellent of the earth, inovid all your delight, are made to be the comraxfes
your sojourning.

The title is also used by way employmenas well as enjoyment. Adam was not put in the gard
that he might simply walk through its borders, admis flowers, and taste its fruits, but he wascpt
there to keep it and to dress it. There was sefficio be done to prevent his stagnating from tabc-
cupation. He had not to toil sufficiently to makienhwipe the sweat from his brow, for that camelad t
curse, “In the sweat of your face shall you eatbrebut still he was not permitted to be idle, that
might have been a worse curse. Even for a perfect umbroken leisure would not be a blessing. It is
essential even to an unfallen creature that heldh@mve work to do—fit work and honorable, seeing i
is done by a creature for the great Benefactor adubcreated him. If we had not our daily tasksute f
fill, rest would corrode into rust, and recreatiwould soon gender corruption. You and | are seh@n
garden of the church because there is work folousotwhich will be beneficial to others and to our-
selves also. Some have to take the broad axe amditven mighty trees of error. Others of a feebler
sort can with a child’s hand train the tendril oflanbing plant, or drop into its place a tiny se€@he
may plant and another may water, one may sow aothangather fruit. One may cut up weeds and an-
other prune vines. God has work in His church ®allito do, and He has left us here that we may. do
Our Lord Jesus would not keep a single saint outealven if there were not a necessity for his being
here in the lowlands, to trim these gardens of $ieahd watch these beds of spices. Would He desy Hi
well-beloved the palm branch and the crown if itevaot better for us to be holding the pruning-hook
and the spade? A schoolbook with which to teacHitife children may be for a while more to ourdru
advantage than a golden harp. To turn over thespafy&cripture with which to instruct the people of
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God may be more profitable to us than to hear timg) ®f seraphim. | say, the Master’s love to Hisiow
which prompted Him to pray, “I will that they alsehom You have given Me be with Me where | am,
that they may behold My glory,” would long ago hairawn all the blood-bought up to Himself above,
had it not been the fact that it is in infinite ddgn seen to be better that they should abide iril¢isa.

You are the lights of the world; you are the sélthe earth. Shall the light and the salt be atonth-
drawn? You are to be as dew from the Lord in tinysathd thirsty land. Would you be at once exhaled?
Brothers, have you found out what you have to dthase gardens? Sisters, have you found out the
plants for which you are to care? If not, awakeargelves and let not a moment pass till you hase di
covered your duty and your place. Speak unto Hiro i8ithe Lord of all true servants, and say to Him,
“Show me what You would have me do. Point out,dyplou, the place in which | may serve You.”
Would you have it said of you that you were a witlend slothful servant? Shall it be told that you
dwelt in the gardens, and allowed the grass to grpwo your ankles, and suffered the thorns and the
thistles to multiply until your land became as 8teggard’s vineyard, pointed at as a disgrace and a
warning to all that passed by? “O you that dwelthe gardens!” The title sets forth constant and en
grossing employment.

Dear friends, it means algomninencel know many Christian people who do not feel tity dwell
in the gardens. They reside in a certain town bage where the gospel may be preached, but not in
demonstration of the Spirit and in power. A litjespel is made to go a long way with some preachers
In some ministries there is no life or power, n@iating or savor. The people who meet under such
preaching are cold of heart and dull in spirit. Tdrayer meetings are forgotten, communion of saints
has well-near died out, and there is a generalrigssdas to Christian effort. Believe me, it is @adful
thing when Christian people have almost to dre&d thabbath days, and | have known this to be the
case. When you are called to hard toil throughsikedays of the week you need a good spiritual meal
on the Sabbath, and if you get it, you find a l#dssompensation and refreshment. Is it not a héaven
joy to sit still on the one day of rest, and tofée with the finest of the wheat? | have known meade
capable of bearing great trials—personal, relatpeguniary and the like—because they have looked
backward upon one Sabbatic feast, and then forteaahother. They have said in their hour of trou-
ble—"Patience, my heart. The Lord’s Day is comwgen | shall drink and forget my misery. | shall go
and sit with God’s people, and | shall have fellbygswith the Father and with the Son. And my soul
shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness| filfaise the Lord with joyful lips.” But what a 15y
case to dread Sunday and to mutter, “I shall géting next Sunday any more than | did last Sunday
except some dry philosophical essay, or a heapeothildish toys and fireworks of oratory, or tlane
dull mumbling of a mechanical orthodoxy.” Oh, breth and sisters, my text is scarcely meant forehos
who dwell in such deserts, but it speaks with ersjghto those who dwell where sweet spiritual fruits
are plentiful, where aromas and perfumes load ithevaere the land flows with milk and honey. Ifyan
of you happen to dwell where Christ is set fortidewtly crucified among you, and where your hearts
leap for very joy because the King Himself comearrte feast His saints and make them glad in His
presence, then it is to you that my text has aevaied a call, “You that dwell in the gardens, ie th
choicest places of all Immanuel’s land, let Me hgairr voice.”

Yet one more word. The title here employed is ardy for eminence but fgpermanence’;O you
thatdwell in the gardens.” If you are only permitted to gngound gospel teaching now and again, and
then are forced to cry, “It may be another twelvenths before | shall be again fed on royal dairities
Then you are in a trying case, and you need tdafyod for help. But blessed are those who dwell in
the good land, and daily fill their homers with healy manna. “Blessed are they that dwell in Your
house: they will be still praising You.” No spot earth is as dear to the Christian as that wheheon
meets His Lord. | can understand why the Jew askedcertain town that was recommended to him as
good for business, “Is there a synagogue there?igBe devout man, and finding that there was ne syn
agogue, he said he would rather remain where tkadedull, but where he could go with his brethien t
worship. Is it not so with us? How my heart hasgkeoh for these blessed assemblies! Give me a crust
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and a full gospel rather than all riches and adwaministry. The profitable hearing of the word®the
greatest enjoyment upon earth to godly men. It ddng banishment to go where every week’s business
turned into a mint of money if one were also congaeto be a member of an unhappy, quarrelsome, or
inactive church. Our greatest joy is in you, O 3atem! Let our tongue cleave to the roof of our thou
if we prefer you not above our greatest joy!—

“How charming is the place

Where my Redeemer God

Unveils the beauties of His face,

And sheds His love abroad!

Not the fair palaces,

To which the great resort,

Are once to be compared with this,

Where Jesus holds His court.”
Beloved, if you dwell in the gardens you have aldewprivilege, not only of being found in a fat and
fertile place, but in living there continually. Yauight well forego a thousand comforts for the sake
this one delight, for under the gospel your souh&de to drink of wines on the lees well refined.

This, then, is my first head—appointed residenc¥ed' that dwell in the gardens.” Is not this a
choice abode for the Lord’s beloved? | leave yojutlge how far this describes yourselves. If yasir
case, then listen to what the Bridegroom has tdsggu.

Il. Secondly, let us note the RECORDED CONVERSATION—tivtbat dwell in the gardens, the
companions hearken to your voice.” She was in Hrdans, but she was not quiet there, and why should
she be? God gives us tongues on purpose that loeydsbe used. As He made birds to sing, and stars
to shine, and rivers to flow, so has He made melhvaamen to converse with one another to His glory.
Our tongue is the glory of our frame, and there idoe no glory in its being forever dumb. The monks
of La Trappe, who maintain perpetual silence, donaoe than the rocks among which they labor. When
God makes bells He means to ring them. It may beght to be a desirable thing that some should
speak less, but it is still more desirable thalthleould speak better. When the tongue inditesaal go
matter, it is no fault if it is nimble as the pehaoready writer. It is not the quantity it is theality of
what we say that ought to be considered.

Now, observe that evidently the spouse Heddjuent conversationwith her companions—“The
companions hearken to your voice.” She frequerdtyersed with them. | hope it is so among those of
you who dwell in this part of Christ’'s garden. ltogild be so, “Then they that feared the Lord spaftke
ten one to another,” they had not now and theraek¢mow and then the passing of the time of day, b
they held frequent fellowship. Heaven will condagely in the communion of saints, and if we would
enjoy heaven below we must carry out the wordshefdreed in our practice—"I believe in the com-
munion of saints.” Let us show that we believetirBome persons sit still in their pews till thed to
go, and then walk down the aisle in majestic isofatas if they were animated statues. Do childhers
come in and out of their father's house with nesavord for their brothers and sisters? | know wofe
sors who float through life like icebergs from whans safest to keep clear, surely these partakeh
the spirit of Christ. It is well when such icebelage drawn into the gulf stream of divine love anellt
away into Christ and His people. There should berapthose who are children of the common Father a
mutual love, and they should show this by frequemmerce in their precious things, making a sacred
barter with one another. | like to hear them malgagred exchanges, one mentioning his trials, anoth
quoting his deliverances, one telling how God haswered prayer, and another recording how the
Word of God has come to him with power. Such cosaton ought to be as usual as the talk of children
of one family.

And next, it should bwilling and influential,for if you notice, it is put here, “You that dwetl the
gardens, the companiohgarkento your voice.” They do not merely hear it, ang sathemselves, “I
wish she would be quiet,” but they listen, theydean ear, and they listen gladly. | know some CGhris
tians whose lips feed many. | could mention bratheerd sisters who drop pearls from their lips when-
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ever they speak. We still have among us Chrysostomsien of golden mouths. You cannot be with
them for half an hour without being enriched. Thamointing is manifest, for it spreads to all ardun
them. When, the Spirit of God makes our commurocatisweet, then the more of them the better. | like
to get sometimes under the shadow of God’s begtlpethe fathers in Israel, and to hear what they
have to say to the honor of the name of the Lord.Wko are young men feel gladdened by the testimo-
nies of the ancients. And as for the babes in grihey look up to the gray-beards and gather stheng
from their words of experience and grace. If theme any here whose language is such that others de-
light to listen to it, it is to such that my testéspecially addressed, and when | come to opémeujpter
part of it | want you that have the honeyed tonglu@snt you who are listened to with pleasurende

tice how the Beloved says to you, “The companiogarken to your voice: cause Me to hear it.” Give
your Lord a share of your sweet utterances. Let Bavior's ears be charmed as well as your compan-
ion’s ears. Come, speatt Him as well as to your brethren, and if there is musigour voice let that
music be for the Well-beloved as well as for yaeltdw servants. This is the very heart of the nratte
cannot help alluding to it even before we haveyaeached that part of the text. The conversatibn
the bride in the gardens was constant, and it weetly esteemed by those who enjoyed it.

| gather from the text, rather by implication thatherwise, that the conversation veasnmendable,
for the bridegroom does not say to the spouse, ‘thatidwell in the gardens, your companions hear to
much of your voice.” No. He evidently mentions faet with approval, because He draws an argument
from it why He should also hear that same voicatligers and sisters, | leave it to yourselves tg¢ud
whether your communications with one another aveagé such as they should be. Are they always
worthy of you? What communications have you has thorning? Can | make a guess? “Nice and fresh
this morning.” “Quite a change in the weather.’nt# this the style? How often we instruct each othe
about what we already know! When it rains so asotk our garments, we gravely tell each otherithat
is very wet. Yes, and if the sun shines, we areajer to communicate the wonderful informatiort tha
is warm. Dear me, what instructors of our generati@ are! Could we not contrive to change the sub-
ject? Is it because we have nothing to say of Igvace and truth that we meet and part withouniegr
or teaching anything? Perhaps so. | wish we hatfl@rnore small change of heavenly conversation—
we have our crowns and sovereigns for the pulpd, need silver and pence for common talk, all
stamped with the image and superscription of thegkif heaven. O Holy Spirit, enrich us after thosts
May our communications be such that if Jesus weeg we might not be ashamed for Him to hear our
voices. Brethren, make your conversation suchitimaay be commended by Christ Himself.

These conversations were no dowety beneficial As iron sharpens iron, so does a man’s counte-
nance his friend. Oh, what a comfort it is to diopupon a cheerful person when you yourself are
heavy! What a ballast it puts into your ship, why@u are a little too merry, to meet with one inesor
travail who bids you share his burden and emulegtédith. We are all the better, believe me, whan o
Lord can praise us because our companions listeartgoices.

In fact, our communications with one another oughbe preparatory to still higher communica-
tions. The conversation of saints on earth shoald behearsal of their everlasting communion irvhea
en. We should begin here to be to one another whatope to be to one another world without end.
And is it not pleasant to rise from communion wytbur brethren into communion with the Bride-
groom?—to have such talk with one another thaasttwe perceive that truly our fellowship is wittet
Father and with His Son Jesus Christ? We thougtit\le only communed with our brethren, but lo!
We see that the Lord Himself is here. Do not owrtseburn within us? We two are talking of Him and
now we see that He Himself is here, opening tohesScriptures, and opening our hearts to receive
those Scriptures in the power of them. Beloveduetry if we cannot make it so, that as we dwell t
gether as church members, and work together ircomanon vineyard, we may be always making our
fellowship with each other a grand staircase dbweship with the King Himself. Let us so talk thaé
may expect to meet Jesus while we are talking. B\eet to hear and see the Master in the servant, th
Bridegroom in the bridegroom’s friend, the Headhiea members, the Shepherd in the sheep, the Christ
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in every Christian! Thus may we rise upon the winfallowed communion with holy ones to yet
more hallowed communion with the Holy One of Israel

Thus have we meditated upon two things, we havednine appointed residence and the recorded
conversation. We know what we are talking about.

IIl. Now comes the pith of the text, INVITED FELLOWSHIPFhe companions hear your voice:
cause Me to hear it.” It is beautiful to hear theld¥ed say in effect, “I am going away from youdan
you shall see Me no more, but | shall see you: aoforget Me. Though you will not hear My voice
with your bodily ears, | shall hear your voiceserdgfore speak to Me. Unseen | shall feed among the
lilies, unperceived | shall walk the garden in tw®l of the day, when you are talking to othersndo
forget Me. Sometimes turns aside, and when you khué the door, and no eye can see, nor ear can
hear, then, let Me hear your voice. It has musit ia My heart, for | died to give you life. Let&hear
the voice of your prayers and praise and love.”

Now, | note concerning this invitation, first df,dhat it is veryloving and condescendirtg us that
the Lord should wish to hear our voice. | do nonder that some of you love to hear my voice, bexaus
the Holy Spirit has blessed it to your conversiout what good has Jesus ever derived from anydf us
Is it not marvelous that He, the infinitely blessetiould want to hear our voices when all that e h
heard from us has been begging, sighing, and g&mwbroken hymns? You do not want to hear a beg-
gar's voice, do you? | expect if the man you hagkpéd a score of times should be tomorrow morning
at your door, you would say, “Dear, dear; thertheg man again.” Might not the Well-beloved say the
same of you? “There she is again, come on the saraed. Come to confess some new faults, or to ask
fresh favors.” But instead of being tired of us dord says, “Let Me hear your voice.” O loving Beid
groom! Must He not love us very truly to ask uspeak with Him? Look, He asks as though He begged
it of us as a favor, “Let Me hear your voice. Yaampanions listen, let Me take a share in their-com
munion, they find your voice pleasant, let it bg@laasure also to Me. Come, do not deny Me, your
heart’s best beloved! Do not be silent unto Me! @pspeak to Me with your own sweet mouth.”

It is condescending and gracious and yet hatural it is! How like Christ! Love always seeks the
company of that which it loves. What would a husbaay if his wife were seen to be chatty and cheer-
ful to everybody else, but never spoke to him?nincd suppose such a case. It would make too sorrow-
ful a household. I should pity the poor, brokensteshman who should be forced to say, “My beloved,
others hear your voice, and admire it, will you speak to me, your husband?” O believer, will yeiu |
the Lord Jesus, as it were with tears in His eyag,to you, “You talk to everybody but to Me. Yay|
yourself out to please everybody but Me. You achaming companion to everybody but to Me”? Oh,
our Beloved, how ill have we treated You! How muwve we slighted You! In looking back, | fear
there are many of us who must feel as if this gewthrd of the Lord had also a sharp side to ib et
member my faults this day. The text goes like aggago my soul, for | have spoken all day long ti®-o
ers, and have had scarcely a word for Him whom ooy leves. Let us mend our conversation, and from
now on show our Lord a truer love.

We may truly add that this invitation to fellowphs ablessed and profitableequest. We shall find
it so if we carry it out, especially those of usondre called by God to use our voices for Him anmibieg
crowds of our companions. | address some brotheissesters here who are preachers and teachers.
What a relief it is, when you have been lettingtbepanions hear your voice, to stop a bit anddstis
hear it! What a rest to leave the congregatioritfercloset, to get away from where they criticipe yo
one who delights in you. What a relief, | say. Amldat a help to our hearts! Jesus gives us sweehset
if we commune with Him, and such as speakers gresed. The apostles said that they would give
themselves to the Word of God and to prayer. Yesmust put those two things together. We shall nev-
er fitly handle the Word of God without prayer. Wihee pray we are taught how to speak the word to
others. Salvation and supplication are a blesséd pat the two together so that, when you speak to
others about salvation, you do it after having tzapt your own soul into supplication. “The compan-
ions hear your voice: cause Me to hear it. Befare gpeak with them, speak to Me. While you aré stil
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speaking with them, speak with Me, and when yo@akmg to men is done, return unto your rest and
again speak with Me.”

This invitation is anany-sided ondor when the bridegroom says, “Cause Me to hgaHe means
that she should speak to Him in all sorts of w&ysquently we should be heard in praise. If youehav
been praising the Lord in the audience of othens &side and praise Him to His face. Sing youigson
to your Beloved Himself. Get into a quiet place amy where only He can hear. | wish we had more of
that kind of music which does not care for any ptwedience than God. Oh, my God, my heart shall
find You, and every string shall have its attribute to swgjle my whole being shall extdfou, my
Lord! The blessed Virgin had none with her but &tieth when she sang, “My soul does magnify the
Lord, and my spirit does rejoice in God, my Savi@h, let the Lord hear your voice! Get up earhbt®
alone with Him. So let it be with all your compl&ésrand petitions, let them be for Jesus only. Tibeno
we fill our fellow creature’s ears with the sadetalf all our cares. Why not tell the Lord aboutaibhd
have done with it? We would employ our time far enprofitably if, instead of murmuring in the tent,
we inquired in the Temple.

Speak with Jesus Christ, dear friends, in litlekien sentences, by way of frequent exclamations.
The best of Christian fellowship may be carriedimingle syllables. When in the middle of business
you can whisper, “My Lord and my God!” You can dartjlance upward, heave a sigh, or let fall a tear,
and so will Jesus hear your voice! When nobody mesethe motion of your lips, you may be saying,
“My Beloved, be near me now!” This is the kind eflbwship which your Savior asks of you. He says,
“The companions hear your voice: cause Me to hedd sure that when you speak with others, you
also speak with Me!”

This is such a blessed invitation that | thinkad&iends, we ought to avail ourselves of it at@n
Come, what do you say? The best Beloved asks siget@k with Him, what shall we say? Think for an
instant! What shall | say? Perhaps | have the adganon you, because | have my word ready. Here it
is—‘Make haste, my beloved, and be You like a ro@ goung hart upon the mountains of spices.”
“Why,” you say, “that is what the church said irtlast verse of the Song.” Exactly so, and thathat
we may wisely say at this moment. We cannot imprgeen it. “Come quickly, even so, come quickly,
Lord Jesus.” Often and often, then, when you amBbour business, say, “Come, Lord Jesus! Come
quickly! “It is a sweet frame of mind to be in te Willing to invite Christ to come, and wheneveuyo
cannot do so, let it be a warning to you that ymuia dangerous waters. | can imagine a man in-busi
ness calling himself a Christian about to engage doubtful transaction. How is he to discern the-d
ger? Let him ask the Lord Jesus Christ to comeent is doing it. “Oh dear, no,” cries one, “| had
ther He should not come until that matter is fiedland forgotten.” Then be you sure that you are-mo
ing in the wrong direction. Suppose you think oingpto a certain place of amusement about which you
have a question? It is easy to decide it thus—wjoentake your seat, your first thing should be ¢avb
your head and ask for a blessing, and then sayd;liwere | sit waiting for Your appearing.” “Oh,by
say, “l should not want the Lord to come there.”d@tirse you would not. Then do not go where you
could not wish your Lord to find you. My text mayus be a monitor to you, to keep you from the paths
of the destroyer. Jesus says, “Let Me hear youreyband let your voice utter these desires—"Ev@n s
come quickly; come, Lord Jesus!”

Alas, time reproves me! | must hurry on.

IV. I have a fourth head, which shall be very briefntlled. | find according to the Hebrew that the
text has in it a REQUESTED TESTIMONY. Accordinglearned interpreters, the Hebrew runs thus,
“Cause to hear Me.”"Now, that may mean what | have said, “Cause Meetr,” but it may also mean,
“Cause them to hear Me.” Now listen, you that ar€hrist’'s garden, make those who dwell in that gar
den with you to hear from you much about HIM. le tthurch everyone has a right to talk about the
Head of the church. Some of our brethren in thisefaacle kindly undertake to speak to individuals
about their souls, and now and then they receive siearp rebuffs. “What right has he to put such a
guestion? How dare he intrude with personal renfaiéat? Is the man poaching?” No, these are the
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Lord’s preserves, and the Lord’s gamekeepers haightito do as they are bid by Him. They are not
poaching in this place, for they are on the Mastevn land. Anywhere inside these four walls yolyy ma
speak to anybody about Christ, and no man maydaorbu. Speak lovingly and tenderly and prudently,
but certainly the law of the house is that herenwasy speak about the Lord of the house. There ane so
other things you may not talk about, but aboutlibeel Jesus you may speak as much as you will.dn th
garden, at any rate, if not in the wildernessthet Rose of Sharon be sweetly spoken of. Let Hisena
be as an ointment poured forth in all the churcsodl.

Again, you, according to the text, are one that nsmke people hear, so that, “the companions
hearken to your voice.” Then make them hear ofslegou have the gift of speech, use it for Christ
Crucified. | always feel regret when a powerful &g espouses any other cause but that of my Lord.
Time was when | used to wish that Milton had begmemcher, and instead of writing a poem, had pro-
claimed the gospel to the multitude. | know bettew, for | perceive that God does not use learaimg)
eloquence so much as knowledge of Christ and gla@@ch. But still | am jealous of any man who can
speak well that he should not give my Lord the aiskis tongue. Well-trained tongues are rare things
and they should be all consecrated to Christ’'s \Gliryou can speak to the companions—make them
hear about Christ. If you can speak well, make thear attractive words about Christ.

If you do not speak about Christ to strangerssmieEak to youcompanionsThey will listen to you.
Therefore let them listen to the Word of the Ldrbdave heard of men who called themselves Christian
yet who never spoke to their children about theurls, never spoke to their servants or to theirkwor
people about Jesus and His love. This is to musdals. If tongues can bless and do not, then they i
effect curse men by their silence. If you have &e/omake the name of Jesus to be sounded out all
around you. Many are the voices that strike up@netr, the world is full of noise, even to distract
yet the name which is above all other names ixsbaheard. | pray you, my brethren, you that &e |
silver bells, ring out that name over hill and dals with a clarion, trumpet forth the saving naaie
Jesus till the deaf hear the sound. Whatever iléfof your testimony, be sure that Christ criedifis
first and last in it. Love Christ and live Chrigthink of Christ and speak of Christ. When people go
away from hearing you preach, may they have to ‘$4g.kept to his subject, he knew nothing but Je-
sus.” It is ill when a man has to say of preach&rbey have taken away my Lord, and | know not
where they have laid Him.” Yet in certain sermois yneet with a little about everything except the
one thing. They offer us what we do not need, betrteed of the soul is not supplied. Oh, my brethre
cause Christ to be heard. Hammer on that anvilyawéa you make no music but that of the harmonious
blacksmith, it will suffice. Ring it out with stuydblows—"Jesus, Jesus, Jesus crucified.” Hammeyawa
at that. “Now you are on the right string, man,idstne Duke of Argyle, when the preacher came to
speak upon the Lord Jesus. It needed no duke tibycddrat. Harp on that string. Make Jesus to be as
commonly known as now He is commonly unknown. Sqg 18ad bless you as long as you dwell in
these gardens, till the day breaks and the shatleevaway. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 5.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—5, 811, 784.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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