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“Or despise you the riches of His goodness and fmalance and long-suffering;
not knowing that the goodness of God leads youdpantance?”
Romans 2:4.

THE apostle is intensely personal in his addrebss V¥erse is not spoken to us all in the masstdut
some one in particular. The apostle fixes his aymsn a single person, and speaks to him as “You.”
“Despiseyouthe riches of His goodness and forbearance argddaffering; not knowing that the good-
ness of God leadgouto repentance?” It should always be the interthefpreacher to convey his mes-
sage to each hearer in his own separate indivigudtlis always a very happy sign when a man begin
to think of himself as an individual, and when theostulations and invitations of the gospel aense
by him to be directed to himself personally. | wgive nothing for that indirect, essay-like preachi
which is as the sheet lightning of summer, dazzioxghe moment, and flaming over a broad expanse,
but altogether harmless, since no bolt is laundhad it, and its ineffectual fires leave no tracshind.
| will give nothing for that kind of hearing whiatonsists in the word being heard by everybody im-ge
eral and by no one in particular. It is when theaggher can, “You” his hearers that he is likelydto
them good. When each man is made to say, “Thisrisnke,” then the power of God is present in the
word. One personal, intentional touch of the her€lofist's garment conveys more blessing than all th
pressure of the crowd that thronged about the Maskee laying of His healing hand upon the individu
al who was suffering had more virtue in it thantbtise heavenly addresses which fell from His lips
on minds that did not receive the truth for themsgl | do pray that we may come to personal desling
with the Lord each one for himself, and that th&iSpf God may convince each man and each woman
according as the case may stand before the liviody G my heareryou are now to be lovingly spoken
with. | speak not tyouas unto many, but ungmu, as one by yourself.

Observe that the apostle singled out an individva had condemned others for transgressions, in
which he himself indulged. This man acknowledgedraah spiritual light that he knew right from
wrong, and he diligently used his knowledge to pidthers, condemning them for their transgressions.
As for himself, he preferred the shade, where aé light might beat on his own conscience and dis
turb his unholy peace. His judgment was sparegde of dealing with his own offenses by beingteet
work upon the faults of others. He had a candl¢,heudid not place it on the table to light his own
room, he held it out at the front door to inspestteighbors who passed by. Ho! My good friend, my
sermon is for you. Paul looks this man in the fand says, “Therefore you are inexcusable, O man,
whoever you are, that judges: for in which you jdgother you condemn yourself; for you that judges
do the same things.” And then he pointedly saylsitg “Do you think, O man that judges them which
do such things, and do the same, that you shadipesthe judgment of God?” Well did the apostle aim
that piercing arrow. It hits the center of the &rgnd strikes a folly common to mankind.

The poet of the night-watches wrote—

“All men think all men mortal but themselves.”
As truly might | say, “All men think all men guiltyut themselves.” The punishment which is dueno si
the guilty reckon to be surely impending upon agheut they scarcely believe that it can everdpthn
themselves. A personal doom for themselves is @a which they will not harbor. If the dread thought
should light upon them, they shake it off as meskstsnowflakes from their cloaks. The thought of pe
sonal guilt, judgment and condemnation is inconmetjiit breeds too much trouble within, and so they
refuse it lodging. Vain men go meandering on thay, whispering of peace and safety, doting as if
God had passed an act of amnesty and obliviorhBamf and had made for them an exception to all the
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rules of justice, and all the manner of His couts.men indeed believe that they alone shall go onpu
ished? No man will subscribe to that notion whes Written down in black and white, and yet thessa
of men live as if this were true. | mean the mdsmen who have sufficient light to condemn sin th-o
ers. They start back from the fact of their ownspeal guilt and condemnation, and go on in their un
godliness as if there were no great white thromelem, no last judgment, no judge, no word of con-
demnation, and no hell of wrath. Alas, poor madntleas to dream! O Spirit of Truth, save them from
this fatal infatuation.

Sin is always on the downward slope, so that wdenan proceeds a certain length he inevitably
goes beyond it. The person addressed by the apgostlthought to escape judgment, and then he came
to think lightly of the goodness, forbearance amthtsuffering of God. He thinks he shall escapthén
future, and because of that he despises the prgsedness and long-suffering of the Most High. Of
course he does. If he does not believe in thereobthe world to come for himself, he naturakgk-
ons it to be a small thing to have been spared thenediate experience. Barren tree as he is, lee do
not believe that he will ever be cut down, and efane, he feels no gratitude to the dresser ot/the-
yard for pleading, “Let it alone yet another yddr, dig about it, and fertilize it.” | wish, a&od shall
help me, to drive hard at the consciences of mem tipis matter. | would be to you, my carelessifilie
what Jonah was to Nineveh. | would warn you andibgeu to repentance. Oh that the Holy Spirit
would make this sermon effectual for the awakemihgvery unsaved soul that shall hear or read it.

|. First, let me speak this morning to you, O unregaiee impenitent man, concerning THE
GOODNESS OF GOD WHICH YOU HAVE EXPERIENCED. You laknown the goodness, and
forbearance and long-suffering of God. Accordinghe text, “riches” of these have been spent upon
unconverted, ungodly men, and upon you as oneeawhtliet me speak with you first, O man, and re-
mind you how favored you have been of God by benagle a partaker of “the riches of jgodness.”

In many cases this is true of temporal things. Mey be without the fear of God, and yet, for alltth
God may be pleased to prosper their endeavorssméss. They succeed almost beyond their expecta-
tion—I mean some of them, probably the descripéipplies to you. They rise from the lowest position,
and accumulate about them the comforts and luxwfidée. Though they have no religion, they have
wit, and prudence, and thrift, and so they compéte others, and God permits them to be winners in
the race for wealth. Moreover, He allows them tpemgood health, vigor of mind, and strength of -con
stitution. They are happy in the wife of their youand their children are about them. Theirs i®@an
vied lot. Death seems for a while forbidden to Knattheir door, even though he has been ravagiag t
neighborhood. Even sickness does not molest tloeisdhold. They are not in trouble as other men, nei
ther are they plagued like other men. Abraham bagateépare a Machpelah, and David mourned over his
sons, but these have had to make scant provisioa flamily sepulcher. A hedge has in very deed been
set about them and all that they have. | know ithigtthus with many who do not love God, and have
never yielded to the entreaties of His grace. Tlogg not the hand which enriches them. They praise
not the Lord who daily loads them with benefitswHig it that men can receive such kindness andi yiel
no return? O sirs, you are today blessed withhat heed requires, but | pray you remember that you
might have been in the depths of poverty. An iltnesuld have lost you your situation, or a sligirt

in trade would have left you bankrupt. You are wetlay, but you might have been tossing to and fro
upon a bed of sickness. You might have been inhtispital, about to lose a limb. Shall not God be
praised for health and freedom from pain? You mighte been shut up in yonder asylum, in the ago-
nies of madness. A thousand ills have been kept ffou. You have been exceedingly favored by the
goodness of the Most High. Is it not so? And tritlys an amazing thing that God should give Hisaar

to those who lift up their heel against Him, tha $hould cause His light to shine upon those wieme
perceive His goodness, that He should multiply tdexcies upon ungodly men who only multiply their
rebellions against Him, and turn the gifts of Higd into instruments of transgression.

Furthermore, this goodness of God had not onlyectamyou in a temporal form, O impenitent man,
but it has also visited you in a spiritual manimdyriads of our fellow men have never had an oppurtu
ty of knowing Christ. The missionary’s foot has aetrodden the cities in which they dwell, and lseyt
die in the dark. Multitudes are going downward, daard, but they do not know the upward road.
Their minds have never been enlightened by thehtegs of God’s Word, and therefore they sin with
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less grievousness of fault. You are placed in #mg Yocus of Christian light, and yet you followilev
Will you not think of this? Time was when a man \Wwbhave to work for years to earn enough money
to buy a Bible. There were times when he couldhaste earned one even with that toil. Now the word
of God lies upon your table, you have a copy af iAlmost every room of your house, is not thisfa g
from God? This is the land of the open Bible, amel land of the preached Word of God, in this you
prove the riches of God’s goodness. Do you degpisewealth of mercy? Possibly you have enjoyed
the further privilege of sitting under a ministrhieh has been particularly plain and earnest. Yaxeh
not had sermons preachbdforeyou, they have been preachatdyou. The minister has seized upon
you and tugged at your conscience, as though hé&viorce you to the Savior. With cries and entresti
you have been invited to your heavenly Father,yamtgou have not come. Is this a small thing?

What is more, you have been favored with a tewdescience. When you do wrong you know it,
and smart for it. What do those wakeful nights mafier you have yielded to a temptation? What does
that miserable feeling of shame mean? That fevemodst? You find it hard to stifle the inward moni
tor, and difficult to resist the Spirit of God. Yiorpad to hell is made peculiarly hard. Do you mé&an
follow it at all costs, and go over hedge and ditchell?

You have not only been awakened by consciencehbujood Spirit has strived with you. You have
been almost persuaded to be a Christian. Suchédesthe blessed work of the Spirit upon your heart
that you have at times been melted down, and remdg molded by grace. A strange softness has come
over you, and if you had not gathered up all youlr gtrength, and if the devil had not helped youe-
sist, you would have by this time dropped into 8awior's arms. Oh, the riches of the goodness af Go
to have thus wooed you, and pressed His love upahYyou have scarcely had a stripe, or a frown, or
an ill word from God. His ways have been all kinsieand gentleness, and long-suffering from tis¢ fir
day of your memory until now. “Despise you the gslof His goodness?” O man, answer this, | implore
you.

The apostle then dwells upon the richesfofbearance.” Forbearance comes in when men having
offended, God withholds the punishment that is thean. When men, having been invited to mercy,
have refused it, and yet God continues to strettiHes hands, and invites them to come to Him.dpti
endurance of offenses and insults has been maedfdst God to many of you, who now hear these
words of warning. The Lord knows to whom | speakd anay He make you, also, know that | am
speaking to you, even to you. Some men have gocke tbathe very sin of which for a while they re-
pented. They have suffered for their folly, but éaurned again to it with suicidal determinatiohey
are desperately set on their own ruin, and notlegng save them. The burnt child has run to the fire
again. The singed moth has plunged again intoléimeef of the candle. Who can pity such self-inflicte
miseries? They are given over to perdition, foythll not be warned. They have returned to therthau
of vice, though they seemed to have been snatebedthe deep ditch of its filthiness. They have wan
tonly and willfully returned to their cups, thoudire poison of former draughts is yet burning inirthe
veins. Yet, despite this folly, God shows forbeammowards them. They have grievously provoked
Him when they have done despite to His Word, anct leven turned to laughter the solemnities of His
worship, against their own consciences, and to then confusion. Yet when God’s hand has been lift-
ed up He has withdrawn it in mercy. See how Godahaays tempered His providence with kindness to
them. He laid them low so that they were soreli,dotit at the voice of their moaning He restorezhih
They trembled on the brink of death, yet He pemditthem to recover strength. And now, despite their
vows of amendment, here they are, callous andesselinmindful of the mercy which gave them a re-
prieve.

Did you ever think what is included in the richiddorbearance? There are quick-tempered individ-
uals who only need to be a little provoked, andihaords and blows come quick and furious. But, oh,
the forbearance of God when He is provoked to Eie foy ungodly men! By men, | mean, those who
hear His Word and yet refuse it! They slight Hisdpand yet He perseveres in it. Justice laysatslh
on the sword, but mercy holds it back in its scathb@/ell might each spared one say—

“O unexhausted grace
O Love unspeakable!
| am not gone to my own place;
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I am not yet in hell!

Earth does not open yet,

My soul to swallow up:

And, hanging o’er the burning pit,
| still am forced to hope.”

Our apostle adds to goodness and forbearancécties rof‘long-suffering.” We draw a distinction
between forbearance and long-suffering. Forbearhaase¢o do with the magnitude of sin, long-suffgrin
with the multiplicity of it. Forbearance has to @ith present provocation, long-suffering relateshat
provocation repeated, and continued for a lengttinoé. Oh, how long does God suffer the ill manners
of men! Forty years long He was grieved with thaheration whose carcasses fell in the wilderness.
Has it come to forty years yet with you, dear heaRossibly it may have passed even that time aand
half-century of provocation may have gone into rtgrto bear witness against you. What if |1 should
even have to say that sixty and seventy years ¢@vinued to heap up the loads of their transgoessi
until the Lord says, “I am pressed down under ysns. As a cart that is full of sheaves, | am pdss
down under you”? Yet for all that, here you arepoaying ground and pleading terms with God. Here
you are where yet the Savior reigns upon the thofrggace. Here you are where mercy is to be had fo
the asking, where free grace and dying love ringtleeir charming bells of invitation to joy and e
Oh, the riches of His goodness, and forbearancécagdsuffering. Three-fold is the claim, will yawot
regard it? Can you continue to despise it?

| should like to set all this in a striking ligttl could, and therefore, | would remind you of evand
what that God is who has exhibited this goodnesfefarance and long-suffering to men. Remember
how greatHe is. When men insult a great prince, the offeagbhought to be highly heinous. If anyone
should openly insult our own beloved Queen, andicoa to do so, the entire nation would be clamor-
ous to have the impertinence ended speedily. Weatdrear that a beloved ruler should be publicly in
sulted. And what do you think of the sin which pokes God, which to His face defies Him, and in His
very courts resists Him? Shall this always be fanbowith? Is there not a limit to long-suffering?
Goodnesalso adds another item to the provocation, for atinmally say, “Why should one so good be
treated so cruelly?” If God were a tyrant, if Herev@inrighteous or unkind, it was not so much amiss
that men stood out against Him. But when His veagna is love, and when He manifests the heart of a
Father towards His wandering children, it is sharh#fat He should be so wantonly provoked. Those
words of Jesus were extremely touching when Hetedito His miracles and asked, “For which of
these things do you stone Me?” When | think of Goaday well ask—"For which of His deeds do you
provoke Him?” Every morning He draws the curtaird gladdens the earth with light, and giyexsi
eyes to see it. He sends His rain upon the grooifuting forth bread for man, and He giwasu life to
eat thereof—is this a ground for revolting from Hifavery single minute of our life is cheered witle t
tender kindness of God, and every spot is gladdeuigdHis love. | am amazed that the Lord does not
sweep away the moral nuisance of a guilty race foéfthe face of earth. Man’s sin must have been te
ribly offensive to God from day to day, and yet $t#l shows kindness, love, forbearance. This ads
excessive venom to man’s disobedience. How carribeegsuch goodness? How can divine goodness
fail to resent such base ingratitude?

Think also of God'knowledgefor He knows all the transgressions of men. “Wthateye does not
see, the heart does not rue,” is a truthful provBrl every transgression is committed in the \@Bs-
ence of God, so that penitent David cried, “Agaivisti, You only have | sinned, and done this evil in
Your sight.” Transgression is committed in the sighGod, from whose eyes nothing is hidden. Re-
member also, that the Lord can never forget. Belfiseeyes all things stand out in clear light, anty
the things of today, but all the transgressiona lifie. Yet for all this, He does forbear. With lenaeking
before His face, He is slow to anger, and waits lfeamay be gracious.

All this while, remember, the Lord is greatppwer.Some are patient because they are powerless.
They bear and forbear because they cannot wellthelpselves, but it is not so with God. Had He but
willed it, you had been swept into hell. Only a @drom Him and the impenitent had fallen in the-wil
derness, and their spirits would have passed ngadalms of endless woe. In a moment the Lorddcoul
have eased Him of His adversary. He could havepstphat flippant tongue, and closed those lustful
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eyes in an instant. That wicked heart would havedao beat if God had withdrawn His power, and
that rebellious breath would have ceased also.itHamt been for long-suffering, you unbelievers \bu
long since have known what it is to fall into thenkds of an angry God. Will you continue to grielve t
God who so patiently bears with you?

Be it never forgotten that sin is to God much miotelerable than it is to us. He is of purer eyes
than to behold iniquity. Things which we call itsins are great and grievous evils to Him. Theyado
it were, touch the apple of His eye. “Oh, do nttg says, “do not this abominable thing that | Hate!
His Spirit is grieved and vexed with every idle wand every sensual thought, and therefore it is a
wonder of wonders that a God so sensitive of sf@pd so able to avenge Himself of His adversasdes,
God who knows the abundance of human evil, and sniaréll, should, nevertheless, exhibit riches of
goodness and forbearance and long-suffering. Yetiglwhat you, my ungodly hearer, have been expe-
riencing many a long year. Here let us pause, énhat each one who is still unsaved would singtmos
sincerely the words of Watts—

“Lord, we have long abused Your love,
Too long indulged our sin.

Our aching hearts even bleed to see
What rebels we have been.

No more, you lusts, shall you command,
No more will we obey!

Stretch out, O God,

Your conquering hand,

And drive Your foes away.”

II. Come with me, friend, and let me speak to you oETHN OF WHICH YOU ARE SUSPECT-
ED. Hear me, unconverted sinner. The sin of whigh gre suspected is this—"Despise you the riches
of His goodness and forbearance and long-suffetimg@ Lord’s goodness ought to be admired and to
be adored, and do you despise it? His goodnesd tuble wondered at and told as a marvel in the ear
of others, and do you despise it? Lend me yourtkar,| may rake your conscience a little.

Some despise God’'s goodness, forbearance andsidfeging because thegever even gave a
thought to it.God has given you life to keep you in being, andhids indulged you with His kindness,
but it has not yet occurred to you that this patgers at all remarkable or worthy of the smallésinks.
You have been a drunk, have you? A swearer? A Saltbeaker? A lover of sinful pleasure? Perhaps
not quite so, but still you have forgotten God @étther, and yet He has abounded in goodness tdsyou.
not this a great wrong? The Lord says, “Hear, Ovées, and give ear, O earth: | have nourished and
brought up children, and they have rebelled agditest The ox knows his owner and the ass his mas-
ter's crib: but these, My creatures do not know, tdyored ones do not consider.” Why, you have no
such forbearance with others as God has had withYyou would not keep a dog if it never followed at
your heel, but snarled at you. You would not eveagka potter’s vessel if it held no water, and wofas
no service to you. You would break it in pieces] émow it on the dunghill. As for yourself, youear
fearfully and wonderfully made, both as to your p@ahd as to your soul, and yet you have been of no
service to your Maker, nor even thought of beinge@ifvice to Him. Still, He has spared you all these
years, and it has never occurred to you that thasebeen any wonderful forbearance in it. Assuredly
man, you despise the long-suffering of your God.

Others have, perhaps, thought of it, bave never seriously meditated theredthen we offend a
man, if we are right-minded, we not only note taetfwith regret, but we sit down and weigh the pratt
and seek to rectify it. For we would not be unjisstiny person and if we felt that we had been gctin
unfairly it would press upon our minds until we wbmake amends. But are there not some of you who
have never given half an hour’s consideration toryelation to your God? He has spared you all this
while, and yet it has never occurred to you to em® your chamber and sit down and consider your
conduct towards Him. It would seem to be too mucilile even to think of your Creator. His long-
suffering leads you to repentance, but you haveeunted. In fact, you have not thought it worbiry
while to consider the question at all. You haveutita it far more important to inquire, “What shiadlat
and what shall | drink?” Bread and broadcloth hslvet out the thought of God. Ah me, you will stand
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at His judgment bar before long—and then? Perhafpsd this week is finished you may have to an-
swer, not to me, but to Him that sits upon thenkerorherefore 1 do implore you now, for the finsbé
give this matter thought. Despise no longer thedgess and long-suffering of God.

This long-suffering is despised, further, by thedgeo haveimagined that God does not take any
great account of what they d8o long as they do not go into gross and operasith offend the laws of
their country, they do not believe that it is ofyasonsequence whether they love God or not, whether
they do righteousness or not, whether they arersah@ temperate, or drunken and wanton, whether
they are clean in heart by God’s Spirit, or defilecdoul and life. You think that God is altogetiseich
a one as yourself, and that He will wink at yoansgression and cover up your sin, but you shall no
find it so. That base thought proves that you despiis long-suffering.

Some even get to think that the warnings of loeese® much wind, anthat the threats of God will
never be fulfiledThey have gone on for many years without beingghed, and instead of drawing to
the conclusion that the longer the blow is in faglithe heavier it will be when it does come, thragg-
ine that because it is long delayed the judgmeltngver come at all. And so they sport and trifke
tween the jaws of death and hell. They hear wamawif they were all moonshine, and fancy that thi
holy Book, with its threats, is but a bugaboo tegkéools quiet. If you think so sir, then indeediymve
despised the goodness and forbearance and lorggiagfbf God. Do you imagine that this forbearance
will last forever? Do you dream that at least il wontinue with you for many years? | know your se
cret thoughts. You see other men die suddenlyyburt secret thought is that you will have long spac
and ample time. You hear of one struck down withalyais, and another carried off by apoplexy, but
you flatter yourselves that you will have plentyl@fure time to think about these things. Oh, loauv
you be so secure? How can you thus tempt the LiBatke prophets in these evil days play into men’s
hands and hold out the hope that you may go irem#xt world wrong, and yet be set right in the.end
This is a vile flattery of your wicked hearts. Rent®er that even according to their rambling, certuri
may elapse before this fancied restoration may rocsensible man would not like to run the risk of
even a year of agony. Half-an-hour of acute patréaded by most people. Can it be that the very, me
who start back from the dentist’s door, afraidleé pinch which extricates an aching tooth, will tha
risk of years of misery? Take the future of the @mipent even on this footing, it is a thing to beatled,
and by every means avoided. | say, these flattgaioghets themselves, if rightly understood, give y
little enough of hope. But what will come of youtlfe old doctrine proves to be true and you go away
into everlasting fire in hell, as the Scripture pu? Will you live an hour in jeopardy of such aodh?
Will you so despise the long-suffering and forbeaeaof the Lord?

I will not enlarge and use many words, for | amseglf/weary of words. | want to persuade you even
with tears. My whole soul would attract you to ydsod, your Father. | would come to close quarters
with you and ask—Do you not think that, even thoygh fall into no doctrinal error, and indulge no
hazy hope as to either restitution or annihilatiget, still it is a dreadful despising of God’s mgmwhen
you keep on playing with God, and saying to HiscgrdGo Your way for this time; when | have a more
convenient season | will send for You”? The genBed is, the more you procrastinate, and the more i
tenderness He speaks of pardon, the more you tesssds this generous? Is it right? Is it wisef €a
be a fit and proper thing to do? Oh, my dear hearby will you act thus shamefully? Some of you de-
light to come and hear me preach, and drink i ladlve to say, and you will even commend me for be-
ing earnest with your souls. And yet, after alluyaill not decide for God, for Christ, for heavefou
are between good and evil, neither cold nor hatodld you were either cold or hot. | would even hwis
that you either thought this word of mine to beséalor else that, believing it to be true, yourateoact-
ed upon it. How can you incur the double guilt ending God and of knowing that it is an evil thin
to do so? You reject Christ and yet admit that Hght to be received by you! You speak well of a-gos
pel which you will not accept for yourselves! Yoalieve great things of a Savior whom you will not
have to be your Savior! Jesus Himself says, “#illyou the truth, why do you not believe Me?”

“Do you despise the long-suffering of God?” Daaeiyo it? | tremble as | think of a man despising
God’s goodness. Is not this practical blasphemy¥@odare do it? Oh, if you have done it up to now,
do it no more. Before yon sun goes down againva#yin your heart, “I will be a despiser of God’s
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goodness no longer. | will arise and go unto myh&gtand | will say unto Him—Father, | have sinned.
| will not rest until in the precious blood You leawashed my sins away.”

lIl. In closing this sermon | desire to remind you, Qaoily man, of THE KNOWLEDGE OF
WHICH YOU ARE FORGETFUL. Read my text—"Despise ythe riches of His goodness and for-
bearance and long-sufferingpt knowing that the goodness of God leads yowepemtance?’Now
there are many here who know as a matter of degttivat the goodness of God leads them to repent-
ance, and yet they do not know it as a practicdhtaffecting their lives. Indeed, they act ad isinot
true to them at all. Yet, if they do not know thiey are willfully ignorant, not willing to retaim their
minds a fact so disagreeable to them. None ardiras &s those who will not see. But he who does not
see, and yet has eyes, has a criminality aboubllidness which is not found in those who have no
sight. Dear hearer, whether you know this trutimat; | would remind you that God’s patience withuyo
is meant to lead you to repentance. “How?” you 8gky, first bygiving you an opportunlty to repent
These years, which are now coming to a consideraligber with you, have been given to you in order
that you might turn to God. By the time you wer@mty-one you had sinned quite enough. Perhaps you
had even then begun to mislead other youths, amgtiact in evil those under your influence. Whg d
not God take you away at once? It might have beethe benefit of the world if He had done so. But
yet you were spared till you were thirty. Did netch year of your lengthened life prove that thedLor
was saying, “l will spare Him, for perhaps He wi#t amend and think upon His God. | will give Him
more light, and increase His comforts. | will giMém better teaching, better preaching. Perhapsitie w
repent”? Yet you have not done so. Have you livebd forty, and are you where you were when you
were twenty? Are you still out of Christ? Then yame worse than you were, for you have sinned more
deeply and you have provoked the Lord more terrislyu have now had space enough. What more do
you need? When the child has offended, you sayildClinless you beg pardon at once, | must punish
you.” Would you give a boy so many minutes to reperas God has given you years? | think not. If a
servant is continually robbing you, if he is cassleslothful, disobedient, you say to him, “I hpassed
over your faults several times, but one of theses dashall discharge you. | cannot always put ughwi
this slovenliness, this blundering, and this idemeOne of these times you will have to go.” Hawa y
not so spoken to your female servant, and thoudfihd on your part to give her another chance? The
Lord has said the same to you. Yet here you alieing but impenitent man, spared, but spared daly
multiply your transgressions. Know that His forkerare gives you an opportunity to repent. Do nat tur
it into an occasion for hardening your heart.

But next, the Lord in this is pleased to geveuggestion to you to repeftitseems to me that every
morning when a man wakes up still impenitent, ands himself out of hell, the sunlight seems to, say
“I shine on you yet another day, so that in thig glau may repent.” When your bed receives you at
night, | think it seems to say, “I will give you @ther night’s rest that you may live to turn fromuy
sins and trust in Jesus.” Every mouthful of brdaat tomes to the table says, “I have to support you
body that you may still have space for repentanggery time you open the Bible the pages say, “We
speak with you that you may repent.” Every time year a sermon, if it is such a sermon as God would
have us preach, it pleads with you to turn untoLtbkel and live. Surely the years of your life may-s
fice you to have worked the will of the Gentile$ht times of your ignorance, God winked at, but now
commands men everywhere to repent.” Do not, life@ é@ath, heaven and hell, call upon you to do so?
Thus you have in God’s goodness space for repesitand a suggestion to repent.

But something more is here, for | want you to cetihat the text does not say, “The goodness of
Godcalls you to repentance,” butl.&adsyou.” This is a much stronger word. God callsépantance
by the gospel. Gotkadsto repentancéy His goodness. It is as though He plucked at gteeve and
said, “Come this way.” His goodness lays its geh#ded on you, drawing you with cords of love and
bands of a man. God’s forbearance cries, “Why yoll hate Me? What wrong have | done to you? |
have spared you. | have spared your wife and @anldrhave raised you up from the bed of sicknkess.
have loaded your cupboard. | have filled your wabay. | have done you a thousand good turns. Why do
you disobey Me? Turn unto your God and Father sedith Christ Jesus.”

If, on the other hand, you have not received tarhporal favors, yet the Lord still leads you te re
pentance by a rougher hand. As when the prodigaldvgladly have filled his belly with husks, but
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could not, and the pangs of hunger came upon Haset pains were a powerful message from the Fa-
ther to lead him to the home where there was beeadigh and to spare. “The goodness of God leads
you to repentance.” Oh, that you would yield togtgeet leadings, and follow as a child follows the
guidance of a nurse. Let your crosses lead yongatoss. Let your joys lead you to find joy in Shr

Do you not think that all this shoulkehcourage you to repensjince God Himself leads you that
way? If God leads you to repentance He does nohnteeast you away. If He bids you repent, then He
is willing to accept your repentance, and to be@mneded to you. If He bids you change your mindsit
because His own mind is love. Repentance implieglecal change in your view of things, and in your
estimate of matters. It is a change in your purppoaechange in your thoughts and in your conddct. |
the Lord leads you that way, He will help you inkbllow His gracious leading till His divine Sliri
shall lead you with still greater power and strikgter efficacy, till at last you find that He hasrked in
you both repentance and faith, and you are sav#tkibhord with an everlasting salvation. If “theogl
ness of God leads you to repentance,” then be cfutteis, that the goodness of God will receive you
when you do repent, and you shall live in His s@ghHis well-beloved and forgiven child.

| close now, but | am sorry to do so, for | have pleaded one-half as | could have wished. Yet
what more can | say? | will put it to yourselveflsydu were in God’s place, could you bear to bated
as you have treated Him? If you were all goodnesistanderness, and had borne with a creature now
for thirty or forty years, how would you bear tceshat creature still stand out, and even drawnéer-i
ence from your gentleness to encourage him indbegllion? Would you not say, “Well, if my long-
suffering makes him think little of sin, | will chge my method. If tenderness cannot win him, | must
leave him. If even my love does not affect him,ill igave him alone. He is given unto his evil wayk
will cease from him, and see what his end will b&2.ord, say not so, say not so unto anyone in this
house! But of Your great mercy make this day téheebeginning of life to many. Oh that hearts may b
touched with pity for their slighted Savior, thhey may seek His face! Here is the only way of @&alv
tion, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and yoalshe saved.” You know how the Master bade us put
it. “Go you into all the world and preach the gdsjeeevery creature: he that believes and is bagtiz
shall be saved.” First, we are to preach faith, r@bg we lay hold on Christ, then baptism, whereley w
confess that faith, and acknowledge that we ard ded buried with Christ that we may live with Him
in newness of life. Those are the two points Hes hid set before you, and | do set them before you.
Weary, but not quite wearied out, O impenitent magriead with you! Though you have so often been
pleaded with in vain, once more | speak with yoChrist’'s place, and say—Repent of your sin. Look
to your Savior, and confess your faith in His owppeainted way. | verily believe that if | had been
pleading with some of you to save the life of a,dogould have prevailed with you a great while ago
And will you not care about the saving of your ogouls? Oh, strange infatuation—that, men will not
consent to be themselves saved, but foolishly, ydwild out against the mercy of God which leads
them to repentance. God bless you, beloved, andrnoag of you despise His goodness, and forbear-
ance and long-suffering.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—LUKE 13:1-17.
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